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Gita slams the coast

Gita may have been a
former cyclone but it still
packed a punch.
Having made its presence
felt in the Pacific it was
downgraded by the time it
hit much of New Zealand on
Tuesday February 20. Among
the areas hardest hit was
Taranaki. At 6.20pm 23,000
homes in the province were
without power. Trees were
blown down, debris was
strewn across country roads
and farm buildings sustained
heavy damage.
Come Wednesday morning
and the power was still off
for large parts of Taranaki
including Opunake , as
damaged power lines meant
some stretches of coastal
roads were sealed off for a
time.
“It was windy in the
afternoon, then about three
o’clock it got really strong,”
Peter Aitken said as he
attended to a collapsed fence
along the Arawhata Road.
“There was a real humming
through here, then she was
gusting. It just blew the top
off the trees and wiped out
the power lines. We’re lucky
it lasted only a short time. “
Peter said that with last
year’s heavy rain, followed

by the drought and the latest
storm, this was the worst
season he had seen since he
had been there.
“It is what it is,” he says.
“Where you have trees you
are always going to have
trouble. In times like this
neighbours stick together and
help each other.”
In Te Kiri, Dave Bayly was
helping ﬁx up tree damage on
Ian and Judith Armstrong’s
farm.
“We’re probably fortunate
in that we got away lightly
compared to some,” he said.
“The sides came off a shed
and we lost a few trees around
the riparian plantings. Some
people have sustained a lot
of damage around here. Last
night the bridge down there
was blocked when a pine
tree came down and blocked
access across it.”
On the Oeo Road near
Awatuna, Andreas Danz said
they lost power about 3.30pm,
and about an hour and a half
later, a giant macrocarpa
across the road from where
he lived came down, blocking
part of the road.
“We chopped it back and
cleared enough of it off
the road so cars could get
past,” he said. His place

Arawhata Road was one of many roads on the coast that felt the wrath of Gita.
was still without power on
Friday when contractors
came to clean up the mess,
but Andreas still considered
himself fortunate.
“We didn’t lose any sheds
or anything,” he said.
Continued page 3

Not much left of this farm building in Kaweora Road.

Simon Bridges new leader of National Party
On Tuesday February 27
the MP for Tauranga Simon
Joseph Bridges (41) was
conﬁrmed as the new leader
of the National Party, replacing Bill English who recently
announced his resignation.
Paula Bennett has been retained as Deputy Leader.
He is the ﬁrst leader of the
National Party of Maori heritage. Mr Bridges describes
himself as “a compassionate
conservative.”

Mr Bridges won from four
other contenders including
Amy Adams. Mark Mitchell,
Steven Joyce and Judith Collins. Political commentators
viewed Amy Adams as Mr
Bridges main contender for
the vote of the 56 National
MPs, although the results of
the successive ballots is secret. In his ﬁve minute speech
to his colleagues he pointed
out that he represented “gen-

erational change, coupled
with experience.”
Mr Bridges won Tauranga
(majority 11,742) from a
ﬁeld of eleven candidates at
the 2008 General Election,
including current Deputy
Prime Minister Winston Peters. Since his original election he has improved his List
rankings from 51, 30, 18 - to
Continued page 3

Delighted duo, new National Party leader Simon
Bridges and his Deputy Paula Bennett.
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supply your name and address to us.

Farm workers
accommodation

I always enjoy reading your
paper as it covers a wide
range of mainly rural news.
One item I haven’t seen in
your paper is about workers
accommodation.
Landlords must provide
a clean, tidy, warm and dry
house. Farm workers can
leave dirty houses, untidy
sections and piles of rubbish;
it’s a minority but frequently
happens. I have a lovely
cottage, well cared for and
rented out. The last two
couples have left without
paying the refuse and power
bills and the inside needed
curtains replaced, carpets
cleaned, the inside cleaned
and the section cleaned up.
I tried to help both couples
out and they walked away
and don’t give a monkey’s
razoo.
So grow up and respect
other people’s property and
pay your dues. I pity your
next landlords.
Sue Bray,
Hawera

Genetic cancer

Genetic cancer is a cancer
that will spread across your
family due to mismatched
genes. When you have a
few family members that are
diagnosed with cancer they
will test to see if it is genetic.
I am a survivor of Stage 3
bowel cancer and last year
was my ﬁfth year clearance.
We have a family history of
cancer, involving 10 family
members diagnosed with
cancer over a few years.
Some have lost the battle,
some are ﬁghting the battle
and some have won the
battle.
My advice to you all, if in
doubt of your body changes,
seek medical advice and
don’t take no for an answer,
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ADELPHOS
I once heard a speaker
challenge the audience to
not make any judgmentally
critical remarks for one
day. I decided to take up
the challenge with a few
friends. It turned out to be
harder than we all thought.
By morning tea I was
carefully censoring my
thinking and words because
I was perturbed by a famous
politician’s comment.
After all Jesus did say, “Do
not judge, or you too will
be judged. For in the same
way you judge others, you
will be judged, and with the
measure you use, it will be
measured to you” (Matthew
7:1-2). Here the Greek verb

as cancer can be in your
body for years before you
notice any symptoms.
On April 7-8 our family and
friends team “Ten Thousand
Angels” will take part in the
Relay for Life in support of
the Cancer Society and in
memory of all the loved ones
who have lost the battle. The
cancer society gives so much
support, not only to the
patient but to the extended
family. They are not funded
by the government. They
maintain their services from
donations from the public
like us.
Please support us by
making a donation to our
team on the Relay for Life
website or by contacting
Joan Tapiki who has the
donation form.
Thank you in advance for
your support.
Karen Nielson

Thank you

Just a thank you for your
newspaper being available
online. It keeps me in touch
with Opunake & the area,
even though I’ve been gone
over 55 years. I look forward
to reading each issue.
Congratulations also to
Beau Le Prou on his QSM.
They don’t give them out
for nothing Beau. You’ve
certainly earned it with your
many years service.
By the way, I believe there
was an open day recently at
what used to be the Cottage
hospital. I’m sure my mother
came home with only one
bootie when I was born
there 75 years ago. If anyone
happened to come across it
and handed it in, please send
it on to me. A blue one, left
foot I think. Thanks.
Julian Beer,
Titirangi, Auckland.

Letters to the
Editor
Respect our sea
and waterways

Time after time, year after
year, Water Safety New
Zealand is still telling people
to be prepared and watch out
for yourselves and others
in the water, and know our
limits.
It is believed that in 2017
there was a 13 per cent
increase in preventable
drowning. Everyone of us
must be fully aware of how
really cruel our waters can
be.
I am now asking, what is
wrong with some people?
Do or don’t they all believe
in what our country’s
Water Safety Council is
really saying, or do they
all think it’s all a big huge
joke? I believe this is the
real truth, until one of their
family members, friends or
relations becomes another
victim of our sea and
waterways. Some still don’t
respect what our lifeguards
do when they all put their
own lives at risk rescuing
people in difﬁculties.
The
same
thing
is
happening when our Road
Safety and Medical Councils
are saying don’t drink and
drive, or be on drugs. It’s
still happening today as it
seems the west coast has
the highest drowning rate
per capita, which really
doesn’t surprise me one bit.
So come on everyone, how
about respecting our sea and
waterways, otherwise more
and more drowning will
keep on occurring.
Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

Farewell to a
great politician

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

I, like many Labour Party

Your Critical IQ

used for “judge” is krino.
The word kritikos is also
used for judgement from
which we get the English
word criticise.
However Jesus’ warning
to not judge others shouldn’t
be confused with positive
critical thinking skills. We
can wisely judge that murder
and pedophilia are wrong.
Critical
thinking
skills
are vital in making life’s
decisions such as which
house to buy, who to vote
for or which pizza topping
to choose (remember about
criticising vegan pizza
choices). Even scripture says,
“Those who are spiritual
discern all things…” (I Cor.

members and those people
who knew James Patrick
Byrne Anderton will miss
the man known to all of us
as Jim.
If he had been our prime
minister,
our
country
wouldn’t be in the mess it is
right now, as Jim was always
for the common person.
When I was with the
Social Credit Party, I ﬁrst
met Jim, when on behalf
of the opposition Labour
Party to Robert Muldoon’s
National Party went around
the country telling everyone
what Robert Muldoon was
really up to. It wasn’t very
long after that a snap election
was called and National was
ousted.
While in the Alliance Party
which was formed here in
New Plymouth, I met Jim on
several occasions. It could
have become an extremely
viable political party, but
Laila Harre came along and
spoilt it all.
Now everyone of us
must go out and support
the coalition government
because we must get back
stability in this country of
ours without any hindrances
from foreigners.
I also can now see we
have a political party in the
Democrats for Social Credit,
which to my knowledge is
slowly building up members
and candidates. I now believe
that this political party could
also become a good ally for
our coalition government
as they believe in the same
political language of being
all for the people.

2:15 in the Revised Standard
Version). The Greek word
for discern is anakrinei
which carries the meaning
of a considered, wise and
discerning
judgement
rather than a harsh critical
judgmentalism.
The next morning my
friends and I discussed the
below par results for our
one day challenge. We
recalled that by lunchtime
we were struggling to
refrain from being critically
judgmental. Jesus knew
that a non-constructive
negativity is toxic to our
spouses, family, friends,
churches, health, happiness,
creativity and prayer life.

One friend mentioned the
discerning words of Jesus,
“You hypocrite, ﬁrst take the
plank out of your own eye
and then you will see clearly
to remove the speck in your
brother’s eye” (Matthew 7:5
NIV).
We were a bit disappointed
in our results. We realised
that with self-discipline our
critical IQs could be a lot
lower. Having a high critical
IQ was not being very smart.
Reﬂection:
Are you
satisﬁed with your critical IQ
and how has it affected your
life and the lives of others
around you?
Adelphos
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Gita slams the coast

Continued from page 1

The loss of power along
the coast also meant water
pumps couldn’t be used,
leading to water shortage
problems for some. Among
the emergency measures
announced
after
the
storm, a water tanker was
available at Oaonui Hall
for those needing potable
water. On Friday, Dennis
Alexander of the Eltham
Volunteer Fire Brigade
was there with a tanker.
Five people had turned up
the previous day to collect
water, he said.
Also there was Oaonui
farmer
and
Egmont
Plains Community Board
deputy chairman Andy
Whitehead.
“We’ve opened the hall
up for anyone who wants
to drop in for a coffee,” he
said.
At that stage there were
still farms on the Manihi,
Witiora and Kina Roads
without power. In some
places the force of the wind
had been strong enough
to break the power lines,
without having to have

trees fall on them, he said.
Andy had been stranded
in the South Island when
Gita struck, and wasn’t
able to �ly home straight
away, so had to leave his
son Troy and his workers
in charge of the farm until
he could get back.
“We lost a couple of roofs,”
he says. “We borrowed a
neighbour’s generator so
we’ve been able to carry on
milking. The community
support has been really
good, and neighbours have
been checking in to see
everyone’s OK.”
Potable water had also
been available at Rahotu
Four Square, the Manaia
and Kaponga swimming
pools, Normanby Hall, and
the Opunake, Eltham, Patea
and Waverley LibraryPlus,
while members of the
public were able to use the
showers at Sandford Event
Centre in Opunake and the
Hawera Holiday Park.

Scenes around Opunake as the hurricane raged.

A state of Emergency
declared for New Plymouth
District was lifted on
Sunday.

Simon Bridges new leader of National Party

6th at the 2017 General
Election.
While
in
Government he has held a
series of portfolios including
Transport
(2014-2017),
Economic
development
(2016-2017) and he was
appointed Leader of the
house (2017).
In 2010 his proposed
legislation regarding animal
cruelty was drawn from
the ballot and ultimately
was enacted as the Animal
Welfare Amendment Bill.
He obviously hold strong
views concerning the kind

treatment of animals.
Mr Bridges is the youngest
of six children born to his
mother who was a teacher
and his Baptist minister
father. He spent his
formative years in Te Atatu,
Auckland and was Head Boy
at Rutherford College.
He attended Auckland
University and graduated,
ﬁrstly with a Bachelor of
Arts (in political science and
history) and then a Bachelor
of Law.
He
initially
worked
as a lawyer for the ﬁrm
Kensington Swan with
litigation his specialty. In

2001 he shifted to Tauranga
where he was appointed
Crown Prosecutor.
Later, he headed to the
UK to study at the London
School
of
Economic
and later completed a
postgraduate law degree at
Oxford. He also spent time
as an intern at the British
House of Commons.
He joined the National
party as a 16-year-old and
was a Young National. He
held various other positions
including Chairperson of the
Tauranga National Party.
Mr Bridges is married
to Natalie, whom he met

Copies of the paper are now
also available on stands at the
following places:
New Plymouth
The Challenge Spotswood
petrol station at Spotswood.
The Health Shop on the

ground ﬂoor at Centre City.
Westside
Grille,Tukapa
Street, Westown.
Waitara
Outside the North Taranaki
Community House Trust, 67
McLean Street.

Stratford
Perera’s Paper Power, 234A
Broadway, Stratford
Hawera
Outside First National on the
corner of Victoria and High
Streets, Hawera.

Continued from page 1

More Opunake & Coastal News’ out there
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Buildings
New Houses All Farm
Alterations Kitchens
hens
ks
Decks
Roofing
For all your building requirements, contact us today

Heartland Construction
Construction
48 AllisonHeartland
Street - Opunake - Taranaki
- Phil on 027 236 7129

in Oxford, England. They
have three children and live
in Matua, Tauranga. The
couple attend an Anglican
Church.
Upon his election as
National
Party
leader
he had this to say. “This
Government is big on lofty
intentions, but is struggling
to turn that into real gains
for New Zealanders. That
is why we will continue
to present an ambitious
and
strong
alternative
government, heading into
2010.”

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

33 High Street,
HAWERA - Ph: 06 278 5518
209 Coronation Ave,
NEW PLYMOUTH - Ph: 06 759 9975

4

NEWS AND VIEWS

COMMUNITY COMMENT

CRAIG DINGLE
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Submissions coming up on 10 year plan

That was some intense
wind last Tuesday. While
we were out attending incidences with the Opunake Fire
Brigade there were times we
had to hold on to something
or we would have be blown
over. It was good to see some
houses we attended had their
survival kits out.
The Council is taking
submissions for the 10 year

DA BOMB

WATERSON EXPLOSIVE SERVICES
DANNY WATERSON
STUMP BLASTING - ROCK BLASTING - TREE
SPLITTING/FELLING HUNG UP TREES - ROCK FACE
BLASTING - ALL ON FARM BLASTING SERVICES
PH: 06 274 9198 - CELL 027 459 1177
EMAIL: WATERSON@HOTMAIL.CO.NZ

SUMMER STOCK
CLEARANCE

plan. This is your chance to
put forward your ideas for
bigger projects so they can
start budgeting toward them
if they think it is good.
Some ideas from the Community Board we want to
put forward include ongo-

ing walkway maintenance,
lowering the bins into the
ground at the transfer stations for easier dumping, dog
pooh bags/bins on walkway,
and drinking fountains at
skate parks, just to name a
few.

If you have any ideas that
you would like in the long
term plan put it in writing
and send to South Taranaki
District Council. The Board
is thinking of changing its
name ( Egmont Plains Community Board) as we think

it’s a bit outdated. If you can
think of a name that would
be more suited let one of the
board member know. Till
next time take care.
Craig DingleChairman Egmont Plains
Community Board

Rural Women New Zealand
(RWNZ) say they are shocked
to hear that Fairfax is considering closing, or selling 28
regional, provincial and rural
newspapers.

“Rural, regional, and provincial newspapers and magazines are the lifeblood of
New Zealand’s rural communities - many of which have
little or no internet access.
“To rationalise rural and
smaller community newspapers to deliver additional
EBITDA by driving digital
revenue shows a complete
lack of understanding in the
vital role of print in our rural
communities.
“This decision by Fairfax

means that the elderly and
those without internet capability who rely on newspapers
for news, public notices and
other information, will miss
out.
“This signiﬁcant loss will
result in further isolation for
those living in rural areas.
“The last thing we need is
to starve the rural sector of
oxygen by shutting down
newspapers, especially since
everyday access to internet
is not a reality for many of

those who live in our rural
communities.
“We are already seeing a
decline in local and rural coverage, and the announcement
by Fairfax is yet another lost
opportunity to celebrate rural businesses and the rural women who contribute
so much to their local community and economy.
“With this devastating
news, I can’t help but ponder
– what were they thinking?”
says Ms Gower.

live on bread alone, main
street’s future is surely more
than a plethora of cool but
ubiquitous coffee shops
and hole-in-the-wall bars.
Batten down
Newspapers, the research
shows, equate to trust,
credibility and retention
of message. Which is
everything social media is
not. Digital might get our
attention but print gets our
respect.
Of all newspapers, the
local paper is in the best
position. Indeed, on the
back of a reawakening
about “real news”, the
industry should be seeking
ways to creatively promote
itself as of distinct and high
value. Newspapers can also
do more to work within
their own industry for a
networked approach across
activities.
However, local papers
have a clear call to arms - to
act decisively - because of
what is ahead.
In short, print can survive
but it will have a reduced

and distinct place in a
broader media ecosystem.
This is complex stuff to
get right. There is no onesize-ﬁts-all solution, but
there are consistent themes
to be addressed, including
reducing ﬁxed costs by
streamlining
newspaper
production, retaining and
extending reach, leveraging
that penetration for future
prosperity; and executing
superb self-promotion.
The small newspaper
market cannot change the
societal and technological
forces at play, but it can reset
its own operations within the
context of today.
Ultimately, success is
deﬁned by something less
tangible and which no
consultant can package up

and provide.
Publishers need courage
to make bold decisions.
Courage to break from the
pack. Courage to stay the
course. Courage to change.
In many respects, the next
chapter in the story of print
is, quite aptly, in the capable
hands of the people who
publish.

Fairfax decision will damage
rural communities

“The announcement from
Fairfax that 28 of their mastheads will be closing or sold
to instead concentrate on digital revenue is short-sighted
and irresponsible at best,”
says National President, Fiona Gower.

Survey ﬁnds small publishers conﬁdent

Continued from page 5

HARDINGS
FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
17 REGENT ST HAWERA

Our professional attention to detail
& empathy is our hallmark

PHONE 06 278 8633
SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES FOR 3 GENERATIONS

CERTIFIED WELDING
We offer structural steelwork for
buildings and houses.
Email us at coastalwelders@ xtra.co.nz
WAREA

Guaranteed

BEST PRICE IN
TARANAKI!

Why

pay more
to print?

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

FREE
PRINTER
ADVICE

Ink + Laser Cartridges

172 Devon Street East,
New Plymouth
Phone: 06 757 4380

OPEN: Mon -Fri
8:30am – 5pm
Sat - 10am - 12pm

their niche content is what is
of value, but, what the heck,
give it away for nothing?
(One solution highlighted
at
the
International
News Media Association
conference in New York
in 2017 was the hybrid
paywall.) The situation will
be compounded because
Amazon is about to blow
up main street: For a long
time, strip shopping centres,
the life blood for the “local
line” on publishers’ P&Ls
have been changing. The
local electrical goods store
that once took a couple
of full-page ads per week
has closed. Other retailers
vulnerable
to
online
shopping have either shut or
been sucked into the vortex
of national chain stores.
But that will be nothing
compared to what Amazon
does to the remaining retail
sector. Consider, too, for
many small publishers most
of their revenue comes from
retail. Just as man cannot

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

utdoor

ervices

call 027 605 8437
31 King Street - Opunake

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help you
with whatever you need.

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA
www.cartridgeworld.co.nz newplymouth@cartridgeworld.co.nz

pecialist

Stuart
Howie
is
a
communications
and
media consultant. He runs
Flame Tree Media, which
specialises in setting up
newsrooms for organisations
wanting a better return on
communications.
Stuart
has worked in media and
publishing for more than 30
years as an executive, editor
and strategist.

Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

pecialist

utdoor

include

ervices

3.5 ton Digger Hire, Landscaping,
Demolition Work - Total Section Maintenance
Tree Maintenance - Firewood
Lawnmowing - Waterblasting - House Painting
Removal of Greenwaster/Inorganic
25 year experienced independent contractor
Taranaki owned

Contact: DAVE 027 605 8437
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Survey ﬁnds small publishers conﬁdent

Despite
media
fragmentation,
small
publishers are buoyant about
the future.
Big media has deﬁned the
public impression about
print - closures, sell-outs,
layoffs
and
dwindling
proﬁtability.
But in the world of small
publishers it is actually a far
more positive scene.
Community newspapers,
which
comprise
the
overwhelming
number
of newspapers across the
world, tell a different story
to the big media’s narrative
of How Digital Killed Print.
The small newspaper
market
faces
similar
challenges from media
fragmentation, but the strong
appetite for hyperlocal
news means the local paper
continues to provide a
great sales and marketing
environment.
Take New Zealand.
That reader value is
strongly established in local
newspapers does not mean
the status quo will sustain
them ...
I rang the New Zealand
Community
Newspapers
Association president Simon
Ellis to ask him how his
members were faring. As a
consultant working across
Australia and NZ, I wanted
to understand their pains.
I expected they would be
caught in the slipstream of
the fast-ﬂowing changes in
media.
That was true to an
extent, but Ellis conveyed
a more optimistic picture
than I imagined. Smaller
publishers, he said, would
continue to survive on the
back of unique and relevant
content. And there was
nothing like getting directly
into someone’s home with
print.
The NZCNA represents 80
mastheads, which produce
more than one million
newspapers each week and
reap about NZ$52 million in
advertising per annum.
As someone romantic about
newspapers, I wanted to
check in that I was not being

ALUMINIUM
JOINERY

• Windows
• Bi-Folds
• Sliding Doors
• Entrance Doors
• Conservatories
• Garage Doors
• Inserts/Retro Fitting

Call today for a free
measure and quote
IN YOUR AREA
EVERY WEEK.

Ph: (06) 758 8073

Fax (06) 758 4157
Email: andrew@rylocknp.co.nz
Web: www.rylock.co.nz

The local paper. You can read it anywhere.
a Pollyanna about print. As a
The study found change
journalist, I wanted to know is impacting on the smaller
the truth. As a consultant, I newspaper market, but it has
wanted to know how I could been slower than for large
help.
mastheads. It also conﬁrmed
With the NZCNA’s co- the important place local
operation, I surveyed their newspapers had in their
members - and, yes, they communities,
providing
were buoyant about 2018.
the bulk of local, quality
Almost 80 per cent of the storytelling.
respondents were very or
That reader value is
extremely conﬁdent about strongly established in
the future of their businesses. local newspapers does not
Three-quarters of them said mean the status quo will
moving to a digital focus sustain them, though. The
was a low priority. Audience report advised publishers
engagement and subscribers to
prioritise
income
were top priorities, followed diversiﬁcation.
by sales and creating quality
“Most
small-market
content; and starting new newspapers will not be
business ventures was not on able to survive based on
the radar.
their traditional mix of
Their conﬁdence in the subscriptions,
advertising
small newspaper market is and
single-copy
sales.
supported by a study released Multiple income streams
in 2017 by the Tow Centre will be essential if outlets are
Lorem
ipsumthe stablest future
for Digital Journalism based
to secure
at the Columbia Journalism possible,” the report said.
School.
The bigger chains have the
Small
newspapers resources, partnerships and
comprise the bulk of the inﬂuence to do this. Smaller
North American newspaper publishers, as my sample
market. In fact, of the 7071 indicates, are more wary
newspapers in the US, almost about straying from what
all (6851) have circulations they know. Certainly, I ﬁnd
under 50,000.
newspaper
managements
CARING
YOUR
As a body,
this marketFOR
has that
will talk about the need
COMMUNITY
been little researched
- and to diversify but for various
over
48 years
the iconic for
American
papers
reasons struggle to get off
have deﬁned the narrative ﬁrst base.
about the fortunes of print.
An obvious area of

opportunity for local papers,
as the study identiﬁes and I
have long advocated, is in
events.
Local newspapers are
always harassed to sponsor
and cover events - but,
sheesh, why not run and
proﬁt from them directly?
Even in the most distressed
markets, and I have seen a
few, there are opportunities
to develop joint ventures.
Newspapers, along with
their
associated
media
interests, bring to the table
unmatched reach. Partners
bring event infrastructure,
processes and specialist
know-how.
Partnerships reduce the risk
and divide the load - and it is
a helluva lot easier growing
revenue from a handful of
good events each year than
trying to ﬂog additional
column
centimetres
in
a distressed advertising
market.
Some larger media outlets,
notably
Stuff
(Fairfax
Media) in New Zealand, and
Singapore Press Holdings
(SPH) are staking their future
on joint ventures. Stuff has
partnered to provide ﬁbreoptic internet services, retail
energy and subscription
entertainment.
SPH
is
proﬁting from health and
education services. You can

argue whether these should
be core activities for media
companies, but the proof
would seem to be in the
bottom line.
When
publishers
contemplate such things,
they can encounter self
doubts
and
obstacles
such as “we do not have
the … experience, skills,
relationships, strategy (ﬁll in
the blanks).”
Experience
shows,
though, that opening up
partnership conversations
quickly ﬂips the mindset.
Finding businesses with
complementary skills and
resources is a winning
strategy.
What then makes small
publishers conﬁdent amid
such disruption? Perhaps
one of the drivers is the selfsatisfaction to have seen
plenty of wrong moves by
digital media wannabes.
Better the late adopter, hey?
But for everyone, there is,
or will be, a tipping point.
Even in the best of
circumstances,
producing
newspapers is a complex
business with lots of
moving parts, ﬁxed costs
and market vagaries. This
makes breaking away from
the operational day-to-day,
to think and act strategically,
almost impossible.
Typically, I get calls from
owners and publishers when
they realise that everything
they have spent building up
over the years (sometimes
we are talking generations
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of family ownership) could
disappear before their eyes.
For CEOs and general
managers,
righting
the
ship will not get any
easier unless a ﬁrm plan,
including
diversiﬁcation
and reconciling the place
of print, is developed and
activated.
Digital
advertising
is
a mirage: Game over.
Google and Facebook own
that space. According to
e-Marketer, the two techgiants took 56 per cent of
global digital advertising in
2017, and by other reports,
up to 90 cents in every
digital advertising dollar in
the US. Very few publishers
have been able to fully
supplant print revenue loss
with digital revenue gain.
Meanwhile ...
Paywalls
and
digital
editions are not the panacea:
The New York Times,
with 2.5 million digital
subscriptions and seeking 10
million, and national titles
like the Wall Street Journal
and The Australian have
the right content, audience
and critical mass to make a
paywall successful. But the
maths does not make it a
viable business proposition
for smaller ﬁsh. This
would seem to put smaller
publishers in a bind. If they
cannot monetise their content
online, and print circulation
is dwindling, what are they
to do? On one hand we say
Continued page 4
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OKATO COPPERS

Rolling up sleeves makes Coast unique
Hi all
I hope everyone has survived intact after Cyclone
Gita passed through last
week. I spent a lot of my
time in between Opunake and
Okato attending jobs caused
by the high winds. Numerous
trees and power lines blocked
roads and at one stage Opunake was completely cut off
with Wiremu Road blocked
off by a fallen tree and State
Highway 45 blocked off by
a truck that had blown over
in the wind.
I was really impressed with
our locals and the fact that
many came out and lent a
hand. We had diggers, trac-

helps each other out.

CONSTABLE RHYS CONNELL
tors and chainsaws all at work
clearing blockage, all from
people who just came out and
helped without needing to be
asked. This is what makes the
Coast unique. When situations like this occur, everyone
rolls their sleeves up and

At the end of January, ﬁshery ofﬁcers combined with
police and conducted an operation targeting paua poachers down the coast. It would
be fair to say that there are
people around who have
absolutely no regard for the
quotas that are set for gathering paua and the amounts
they gathered were staggering. Of those, one car had two
people inside, one with 121
and the other 91 paua. Half
of those were undersized. As
a consequence they lost their
vehicle.
Another car had three peo-

ple in it with 70, 40 and 38
each. The majority were all
undersized as well. One positive to come out of that was
that these people were not
from the coast and that the
ones stopped from the Coast
were playing by the rules.
Let’s keep an eye out in regards to these sorts of people.
At the next big tide, have a
look to see who is around.
If you have any suspicions
ring Police, Police can act
as Fishery Ofﬁcers, so given
that we know people come
from out of town to plunder
our shoreline , we would like
to keep the pressure on them
and let them know it isn’t OK

to come down here and take
what they like.
Rural crime over 2017 was
fairly comparable with 2018
and the themes were the
same. Rural Taranaki had
150 dishonesty offences that
occurred on farms or outlying
rural areas (burglary, theft) of
those 13 were in rural Okato
and 16 in Opunake. Mostly
farm houses were targeted,
but implement sheds and
cowshed were also common.
Of all the dishonesty offences
60% were from unlocked
premises, or items weren’t
secured. This is frustrating
as 60% of our crimes didn’t
need to occur if we had better

Staying aﬂoat in troubled times
We have recently been given a ‘water survival kit”’by
Fire and Emergency New
Zealand (FENZ), so we took
it to Opunake Primary School
and had a play with it. The kit
comprises four helmets and
life vests (each ﬁtted with a
knife) and throwing lines.
The idea of the kit is basically
to protect us when- ever we
are working near water. This
may be in a search and rescue situation, setting up our
portable pump or working in
a ﬂooded area. Even though
it is not designed for actually
rescuing anyone ﬂoating past

in a swollen stream, I don’t
think we would stand by
and watch them disappear
into the distance. We were
amazed as to the weight of
our fire- fighting suit once
it got saturated. In all, the
weight increased by an extra
16 kilos, without taking in
the waterlogged gumboot
weight. If a ﬁre ﬁghter fell
into a stream fully kitted out,
without the new survival kit
on, things could get a little
nasty. The brigade would
like to thank the principal of
Opunake Primary School,
Lorraine Williamson, for

WHEN WAS YOUR LAST VISIT?
Book or visit us today!
www.dawsonfalls.co.nz

Phone: 06 765 5457
Cafe open every day 10am - 4pm
Book for lunch or dinner for your group of
2-50 people in our restaurant.

We were called to the Coastal Care premises on Thursday
15th when one of their smoke
detectors decided to play
up. Initially we thought they
were having a practice drill,
but then we realised they
had done one the previous
week. On arrival, we found
all personnel had been evacuated and all rooms had been
searched for any stragglers or
signs of ﬁre. Aretha the ﬁre
ofﬁcer had done a marvellous
job with the evacuation, and
promptly came over to our

appliance to ﬁll us in with the
situation. We too checked out
the building but couldn’t ﬁnd
any issues or faulty detectors. We silenced the alarm,
advised them to call their
service company to check it
out and we were on our way,
back next door to the station.
I spoke to the serviceman
the following day and the
troublesome detector was
outside under the entranceway into the pharmacy. He
said salt spray doesn’t really
go well with smoke detectors
and it wasn’t the ﬁrst time he
had changed one in that area.
Our next adventure with the
ﬁre appliance was when Gita
came to town and overturned
the Chem Courier trailer just
north of Namu Road. The

Let’s all work together to
keep the Coast crime free.
Have a good week
Rhys Connell
Okato

best of times, so getting the
ladder down off the appliance
in conditions like on Tuesday
was deﬁnitely out of the question. We all feel gutted when
there is not a lot we can do,
but sometimes it is just too
dangerous for us to attempt
a repair. If you have rooﬁng
iron, spouting, or a fence that
looks as if they won’t last
the next big wind, please get
them repaired beforehand.

Ten members of the Opunake Volunteer Fire Brigade are in the Opunake Primary
School trying out the new water survival kits.
allowing us to “act like kids
again” in her pool. We had
a wonderful time trying the
new gear out, but hope we
don’t have to use it for a few
winters down the track.

care around our security with
our farm buildings and farm
houses. Tools, farm bikes
and chainsaws remain the
most common items that are
stolen. The message remains
the same. Take your bike
keys out and don’t keep your
chainsaws in cowsheds or
open bay implement sheds
where they can be easily
uplifted.

wind was so strong, it was
nearly impossible to walk and
I can certainly see why the
empty trailer was ﬂipped. We
tried desperately to disconnect the truck and trailer unit
so we could clear the road but
we just couldn’t budge it. The
police did reopen the road to
one way trafﬁc and the trailer
was removed the ﬁrst thing
the following day.
That call was the start of
about 20 other wind related
calls over the next 24 hours.
Unfortunately, a lot of these
calls involved climbing a
ladder, either to nail a roof
or to repair spouting, and
we are bound by Fire and
Emergency NZ policy. The
rules don’t allow us to climb
more than 2.4 metres in the

The last call in this large
cluster was to a tractor ﬁre
just south of Opunake on
Surf Highway 45. A farmer
was using a tractor driven
generator to keep the milk
vat chilled and things got
a little hot. Unfortunately,
“nek minit” the tractor was
on fire. Luckily the wind
was blowing from the right
direction so the ﬂames were
kept away from the cow shed,
and it also allowed them to
disconnect the generator and
drag it away.
By the time we arrived, the
rear tyres were the only things
recognizable, as everything
else had burnt. The two front
tyres were ﬂaring quite well
and required a fair few litres
of water to put them out.
Secretary Beau.
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A well lived 99 years for Kathleen Stanley-Robinson
woman. Marianne and Henry
Hargreaves, farmers at Te
Kiri, taught Kathleen many
outdoor skills.

February 9, 2018 marked
the ﬁnal celebration of life
for Kathleen Stanley-Robinson who was farewelled
by a large congregation at St
Paul’s Co-Operative Church
in Opunake.
Barbara Hooper, ofﬁciated
at this service and she paid
tribute to the way Kathleen
had led such a long and welllived life. Born on January 19, 1919, Kathleen was
given a happy 99th birthday
luncheon at New Plymouth.
Farming and living off her
fertile vegetable garden was
a great passion for this petite
and quietly spoken country

Kathleen contemplates the special cake at her 99th
birthday celebration.

After World War Two ended, Noel Stanley returned to
Taranaki where he and his
brother, Ron, had grown up
on the land at Warea. They
put the atrocities of ﬁghting
overseas behind them, Noel
served in the Middle East and
Ron outwitted the enemies
in the Paciﬁc. The men were
welcomed home by their loving families.
It was love at first sight
when Noel Stanley met Kathleen. They tied the wedding

knot in Opunake and lived on
their Oaonui dairy and piggery farm. A proud and busy
mother of their ﬁve children,
Kathleen travelled with Noel
with his duties on the New
Zealand and Taranaki Rugby
Unions.
A keen member of the Oaonui Country Women’s Institute, Kathleen was also
involved in a Toastmistress
group and the RSA with the
supporting women’s activities.
One of Kathleen’s joys was
encouraging her many grandchildren and great grandchildren in their schooling and
sporting pursuits.
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William Robinson was
Kathleen’s second husband
after Noel passed away. Both
men had formed a strong
friendship when they fought
in the Middle East during
World War Two. Thus the
Stanley and the Robinson
families grew in numbers.
Home for Kathleen became
the Kapiti Coast or the Oaonui farm.
At the funeral service on
February 9, there were many
tears when this lady was carried out of the church to the
music, “I’ll Take You Home
Kathleen.”

Fireﬁghters from Taranaki sent to Chatham Islands blaze

A crew of ﬁreﬁghters from
Taranaki have been in the
Chatham Islands to help
tackle the massive scrub ﬁre
that started burning there at
the beginning of February.
The ﬁre broke out on the
ﬁrst day of February and has
ripped through about 2500
hectares of land.
Deputy Principal Rural Fire
Officer, Glenn Thompson,
says crews have been working incredibly long days and
in trying conditions.
He says it’s important they
get swapped out with other
crews so they get the chance
to have a break.
A team of five from Taranaki, along with another
team from Rotorua, arrived
in the Chatham Islands, with
another crew from Wellington arriving later.
“The teams are made up
of volunteers and career
ﬁreﬁghters, so we’re really

the Chathams. It’s greatly
appreciated.”
The crews worked with the
CUSTOMER MAHONY HIRE SERVICES
local council, land owners,
SALES REP MCRAWSHAW
helicopter pilots and DepartADVERTISING DESIGNER Unknown
ment of Conservation staff to
PROOF
PROOFED 29/10/2015 9:51:18
p.m.out the ﬁre.
help put
“This
is an ongoing fire,
AD ID 6900669AA
it’s a really deep burning ﬁre
and it’s extremely
difﬁcult
PLEASE APPROVE THIS AD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
NOTE
TH
to access, being in a very
MUST BE FINALISED BY OUR
MATERIAL
DEAD
remote
location. There
are
some deep-seated hotspots
all around the ﬁre perimeter,
so it will take time and a lot
of hard work to put it out.”
He says bouts of rain had
helped ease the ﬁre, but thick
fog blanketing the islands had
at times forced a stop to the
work the helicopter crews
have been doing.
“The conditions they’ve
been dealing with have been
pretty difficult,” he says.
Taranaki ﬁreﬁghters exit their helicopter so they can ﬁght a ﬁre on the Chatham Islands.
The ﬁreﬁghting response has
been a huge team effort and
he wanted to thank all those
involved.

Rural women need access to midwifery care
tinues to grow,” says Board
Member and Health Portfolio
Convenor, Margaret Pittaway.
“Resourcing has been lacking for so long that rural
families are suffering – it is
absolutely unacceptable that
expectant mothers and their
families have been placed in

the ﬁring line.
“This lack of resourcing
and recognition for the travel
costs faced by these midwives results in a work load
that is unbearable.
“The Netherlands are leading the way in maternal care
which RWNZ wants to see
considered here.

“RWNZ urges the Government to act quickly to ensure
every community can provide the maternity services
needed.
“Our rural women,
babies, and communities
are in desperate need of
support,” says Mrs Pittaway.
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E: info@helelectricalservices.co.nz

P.O. Box 149, Hawera 4610

New Plymouth - Inglewood - Okato
Ph: 06 756 7529

027 7411792

6900669AA

Rural Women New Zealand
(RWNZ) is very concerned
that Wanaka is soon to lose
one of the community’s two
midwives.
“Midwives practicing in
rural communities have long
battled the problems of geographical isolation in areas
where the population con-

8

FROM THE BEEHIVE

Friday, March 2, 2018

Tough time for farmers

We’re edging closer to
autumn, but there’s been
precious little relief for
parched ground and that
is causing all sorts of
concerns for local farmers.
The inevitable flow-on is
happening in or towns as well
as in the rural areas as less
production and more feed
needed, raises prices tightens
purse strings.
Large parts of New Plymouth

JONATHAN YOUNG MP
NEW PLYMOUTH

FOR

electorate have had steady
rain, but unfortunately that
hasn’t extended to Coastal
and South Taranaki. In the
current situation I am working
hard to make sure locals are
supported as the drought
continues . Ministry of Social
Development assistance was
further extended last month
and 21 districts across six
regions are currently affected.
The good news is that MSD

and Inland Revenue have
assistance available and have
representatives in the field
helping with paperwork. Give
them a call if they haven’t
made contact with you yet:
0800 559 009.
I’m keeping in touch with
local farmers and their support
networks. The big pressure is
around sourcing feed for
stock, or ﬁnding grazing out
of the region. Taranaki-King

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Country MP Barbara Kuriger
and I have been discussing
with the Rural Support Trust
how that could be facilitated
more smoothly. It’s good to
see the Rural Support Trust
working hard to keen farmers
connected and looking out for
each other. Farming can be
an isolated job and it’s very
hard when the numbers are all
going the wrong way. Again I
emphasise the need to remind

everyone affected by the
drought that there are support
networks in place and waiting
to help. You’re not alone
and we all have a stake in
making sure you get through
successfully. We are keeping
the Minister of Agriculture,
Damien O’Connor briefed
of the circumstances facing
Taranaki.
Jonathan Young MP

Human Rights Commission coming under review

Justice Minister Andrew
Little has announced that he
has ordered a review of the
procedures and organisational culture at the New Zealand
Human Rights Commission,
following recent concerns
about the handling of allegations of sexual harassment.
“It is vital that New
Zealanders have trust and
confidence in the Human
Rights Commission as

New Zealand’s authority
for dealing with complaints
about sexual harassment. I am
concerned by recent reported
events. An independent
inquiry is necessary to look at
the Commission’s processes
and culture.
“I have appointed retired
Employment Court Judge
Coral Shaw to lead the
review,” says Andrew Little.

ANDREW LITTLE MP

The inquiry will look at
the organisational culture
of the Human Rights Commission, and whether the
governance and management
structures adequately support the prudent handling of
sexual harassment claims. It
will also look at the systems
and processes for investigating and resolving sexual harassment claims used by the
Human Rights Commission,

having regard to legal and
other public sector standards
and the fact the Commission
is expected to be an exemplar
in this respect.
The Review will be conducted pursuant to section
132 of the Crown Entities Act
2004, which allows a responsible minister to review the
operations and performance
of a Crown entity at any time.
“The reviewer will make

Minister meets top case managers

any recommendations for
change that she considers
appropriate.
I expect the review to
be completed by the end
of April. I have met with
Chief Commissioner, David
Rutherford, and expect the
Commission will cooperate
fully with the inquiry,” says
Andrew Little.

Minister for Social Development Carmel Sepuloni has
met with some of Work and
Income’s top case managers
who’ve achieved outstanding results supporting their
clients into work.
Twenty high performing
case managers from across
the country were brought
together for a series of workshops after being identiﬁed

for their success supporting
people from all backgrounds
through difficult situations
and into sustainable employment.
“It’s exciting to hear the
methods and practices
they’ve used working with
people on the front line in
need of assistance so that we
might use this information
to help shape future services

and best practice across the
board,” Minister Sepuloni
said.
“I was interested to know the
common attributes these case
managers share as a group.
It is their heart and genuine
care for people mixed with
a significant knowledge of
what’s available to help a
person from both MSD and
the local community that is

key to their success in helping
to change people’s lives.
“They also expressed the
importance of supporting
people into training and educational opportunities as a
pathway into meaningful
employment – an area of key
focus for this government.
“Given my vision for a culture at Work and Income that
is more inclusive, respects

all people’s right to dignity,
ensures everyone has access
to their full entitlements and
focuses on people’s potential
I am heartened these case
managers demonstrate this
approach in their interactions
with New Zealanders requiring assistance.
“It helps form part of the
culture change we want to
support at all levels of MSD,

and across Work and Income
ofﬁces around the country.
It’s important to focus on
those doing an exceptional
job to showcase how this can
be done.
“Improving the culture at
Work and Income is about
both ensuring the best possible outcomes for clients
and making sure staff feel
supported in their roles.

Greenpeace is calling on the
new Government to discount
gas expansion in the future
of New Zealand’s energy
makeup following statements
by Regional Development
Minister, Shane Jones.
Jones has announced the
appointment of former head

of NZ Oil & Gas, Rodger
Findlay, as chairman of
an advisory panel to the
Government’s $1 billion a
year Regional Development
Fund.
When defending the
decision, Jones stated he
believes gas will be an

important part of New
Zealand’s journey to meet
climate change obligations.
Greenpeace climate
campaigner, Amanda
Larsson, says it’s a concern
that Government Ministers
appear to be adopting the oil
industry’s “ﬂawed” position

that gas is a way to transition
to clean energy.
“We can replace all fossil
fuels with renewable energy
and we have a responsibility
to do so urgently if we want
to avoid extremely dangerous
climate change,” she says.
“The idea that we should

replace coal with gas is a
convenient narrative for
the oil and gas industry,
which is struggling to justify
its existence in the face of
booming support for clean
energy and growing public
opposition to fossil fuels.
“In the real world,
renewable energy like solar,
wind, and storage are the
smartest options. We have
the technology, and it will
save us money and create
thousands of jobs. We don’t
need to rely on dirty energy
like gas or coal.”
Greenpeace has called on
the Government to use the
Regional Development Fund
to back up its promises of a
just transition to clean energy.
Larsson says the fund
provides a prime opportunity
for the Government to “walk
the talk” on New Zealand’s
transition to 100% renewable
energy.
“Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern has consistently said
that it is a Government priority
to ensure a just transition
for those communities and
workers currently reliant on
the fossil fuel industry,” she
says.
“If the Government really is
committed to creating a clean
energy economy, then its top

priority should be planning
and funding a transition away
from dependence on oil, gas,
and coal.
“With $1 billion a year
set aside for regional
development, now is exactly
the moment to start investing
in good jobs and sustainable
economic development
opportunities for the regions
that are most dependent on
fossil fuels.”
Larsson says this means
focusing on fossil-fuel
dependent areas such as
Taranaki, the West Coast,
and Huntly, to ensure those
communities are fully
supported with finding
alternative opportunities in
sustainable industries.
A clean energy economy
would create new jobs in the
installation and maintenance
of solar panels, the
construction of geothermal
and wind power plants,
energy efficiency retrofits
for homes and business, as
well as the construction of a
better rail network.
“There are enormous
opportunities for New
Zealanders in the booming
clean energy industry. But
it will take Government
leadership to make them a
reality,” Larsson says.

Government urges to get off the gas
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Scott Walden new principal at Coastal Taranaki School

The recently appointed principal of Coastal Taranaki
School (CTS) Scott Walden
returns to the Coast where
he spent his formative years,
having been principal of
Manukorihi Intermediate. He
grew up on a Coastal dairy
farm and attended Manaia
Primary School. He also has
links with Parihaka and his
father runs one of their farms.
Scott is enjoying being back
in close contact with his
friends and family in the
region and loves the fact that
his two sons (aged ﬁve and
seven) are enrolled at CTS
so he is in even closer contact
with them.
Scott has recently moved
his household into the Okato

his open door policy, so parents and other community
members can discuss anything of concern at earliest
possibility. “I’m better placed
to do my job effectively if I’m
part of the community,” he
comments. He sees the local
school as the “central hub” of
the community.

Scott Walden, principal of Coastal Taranaki School.
locality and enjoys a pleasant
walk to school from his Oxford Road address. He wants

to be part of the community
and feels his close proximity
enhances his role. He stresses

Apart from the obvious
reasons for moving into the
region where he has his earliest memories, he relishes
the professional challenge
of being principal of an area
school, where he encounters
older students of secondary
school age, as well as their
teachers and parents. His

Electric cars drive the future

On Saturday February 24,
there was a proud display
of electric vehicles (EVs),
hybrids and electric bikes in
the New World carpark in
New Plymouth. One of the
organisers Catherine Cheung
of Okato was pleased with
the turnout of 17 vehicles (14
EVs and 3 hybrids). A hybrid
car (IMA - Integrated Motor
Assisted) runs on both petrol
and electricity - about 50/50.
“Amazing turnout,” she
enthused. Catherine and her
partner Dr Lyndon DeVaniter
own an EV, a 2011 Nissan
Leaf.
Liz Bridgeman of New
Plymouth has owned a hybrid
(IMA) car for about three
years. Her car is a 2011
Honda Insight. She is most
impressed at the advantages
which includes that her car
is a lot cheaper to run than
a petrol one. “At about 30
cents a litre that’s a major
saving,” she explains. She
also sees her easy conscience
as another advantage. “It is
really bad what is happening
to our air.” She points out that
she is a member of Climate
Justice Taranaki.
She would, however, love to
own a fully electric car (EV),
which she describes as “my
ambition.”
Catherine and Lyndon
have owned their EV (a
2011 Nissan Leaf) since
April and are delighted at

Catherine Cheung with her fully electric Nissan Leaf.
the advantages. They are
well known members of
Climate Justice Taranaki
and are concerned about the
harm caused by the emission
of greenhouse gases such
as carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CH4) and nitrous
oxide (N2O). “Agriculture
and transport are the biggest
polluters,” she explains.
They bought a EV, “because
we want to be part of the
solution.”
Charge stations are now
popping up around Taranaki;
Napier Street Opunake is
soon to be one place where
you can charge up your car.
With the ﬁrst generation EVs
a single charge sees you right
for about 100 ks, but with
Generation 2 EVs you can
drive for 130 ks per charge.

However, it is cheaper to
charge your car at home,
especially as you may be
able to take advantage of off
peak rates, plus some power
companies offer special rates
for EV owners. The cheapest
option is to charge your EV
at home using your normal
power supply. Most people
plug in their EV overnight
and it’s all ready for the
morning.
Although public fast
charging stations cost a bit
more (about $10 per 100km)
the process in completed
much quicker (in 15-20
minutes). You can download
an app to ﬁnd one which suits
your needs and vehicle type.
Philip Brown The Car Man
imports and sells Nissan
Leafs EVs from Japan. He

has been involved in the
importation of these vehicles
for three years. He points
out that another advantage of
EVs is reduced maintenance
costs. The reason lies in the
fact that some recent EVs (eg.
Tessla) have only 18 moving
parts contrasted with fueloperated cars, which have
2000 plus, “all of which are
wearing out.” He concludes,
“There is less maintenance,
less repairs.”
Also, Philip says, as there
is no gearbox in Nissan
Leaf, considerably less oil
is needed. He concedes that
brake ﬂuid could be viewed
as an exception to this claim.
Steve Hobo-Tuck of
New Plymouth owns a
2015 Nissan Leaf for his
computer business. He
travels a considerable
distance each week and ﬁnds
he only has to charge his
car’s battery every three
days. He is most impressed
with his environmentally
friendly vehicle which is so
economical to run.
In some cases it may be
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teaching career, thus far, has
involved students up to the
Year 7 and 8 stage.
Scott has maintained links
with friends and family in
Palmerston North, where
he completed his Bachelor
of Education degree (B.ed
- Massey University). He
also completed a Dip Teach
Te Rangakura at Wanganui
Community Polytechnic.
Like everyone Scott is waiting to see how the proposed
educational review of the new
government evolves. However, he is deﬁnite about one
thing – he welcomes the end
to National Standards.
Scott is fulsome in his praise
of CTS in all respects. He

made a point of mentioning
his ﬁrst FOCTS meeting and
appreciated the company
of such enthusiastic parents
and their valuable input as
regards fundraising. He also
highlights the “amazing skills
and talents” of the CTS staff.
Scott’s interests mostly revolve around his family,
including camping, visits to
beaches and swimming. He
also enjoys travelling and has
visited such countries as the
UK, Spain and France.

possible to access a loan from
the EECA (Energy Efﬁciency
and Conservation Authority)
to buy a EV. Toby Dixon and
Ryan Gut were successful
in this way for launching
their worthwhile project
of growing and delivering
organic vegetables in the
Okato and Oakura area. They
were able to buy a EV van for
delivery purposes; produce

grown and delivered in an
environmentally friendly
manner.

Welcome back to the Coast
Scott and all the best in your
new position as principal of
Coastal Taranaki School.

If you’d like to know
more you can access www.
electricvehicles.govt.nz
Philip Brown has a startling
prediction, “In ten years time
it will be hard to ﬁnd a fueloperated car to buy.”

The Cottage
Rest Home - Opunake

Offering Service to our
Community
* Permanent Rooms
* Respite Care
* Day Care
* Meals on Wheels
Inquiries welcome at the Cottage, 1 Layard
Street, Opunake or Phone 761 8009

LOVE YOUR
HEARING
Lisa Keen + Hearing Aids
@ Coastal Care in Opunake
Get your conﬁdence back
Call 0800 555 676 today
for an appointment
Opunake, 26 Napier Street | www.keenaudiology.nz
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New Zealand’s smaller publishers challenged but
conﬁdent going into 2018
New Zealand’s smaller
newspaper publishers have
started 2018 in a buoyant
mood, unfazed by the push
to go digital, according to an
industry survey.
The poll of publishers, editors and executives found
most respondents did not
see a negative being print
focused - and moving to a
multi-platform environment
was a low priority.
However, their papers were
experiencing revenue pressure. Also, managers wanted
helped with strategic direction, sales, reducing costs
and streamlining editorial
production.
The survey was conducted
by Flame Tree Media, which

consults to media in Australia and New Zealand, and
was distributed by the New
Zealand Community Newspaper Association (NZCNA).
Flame Tree executive director Stuart Howie said the
data showed a tale of two
countries when it came
to newspapers.
“The big players, who hold
most of the major newspaper
properties in New Zealand,
are branching off and aggressively transforming their
business models,” Howie
said.
But smaller publishers still
see a future in serving communities with hyperlocal
content and advertising

- and doing it in print.
Almost 80% of respondents
to the survey were very or
extremely conﬁdent about
the future of
their businesses. The survey
also found most did not see
it as a priority to move from
a print focus to a digital focus, with three-quarters of
respondents rating this as a
low priority;
Audience engagement and
subscribers were the top priorities for publishers, with
sales and creating quality
content close behind.
Starting new business ventures was not on the radar.
“These results show a strong
commitment to local newspaper publishing in New

From mountain to sea

Zealand,” Howie said.
“Critical to newspapers’
ongoing viability, however,
will be their ability to swiftly
and successfully
modernise operations.
“While online and social
media is unlikely to signiﬁcantly increase revenue, it
does help publishers to
leverage extended reach and
to make print stronger for
longer.
“As well, streamlining processes and making efﬁciencies allows newsrooms to
concentrate on what
they do best - local storytelling and supporting local
business.”
NZCNA president Simon
Ellis said community news-

papers’ ability to generate
unique and relevant
content would continue to
set them apart from other
media.
He said publishers were
challenged by how best to
integrate newspapers with
an online and social
presence. But newspapers
would remain important to
the communities and markets they served.
“For advertisers, community
newspapers cut through the
media fragmentation and are
delivered
directly into most homes,”
Ellis said.
“This is proven to drive sales
for advertisers in a cost effective manner. No other

media offers this local
connectivity and connection
with buyers and sellers.”
Many media companies
chasing digital advertising
revenue have found it to be
a mirage.
Data shows Facebook and
Google are taking most digital advertising revenue - an
estimated 54% globally in
2017, according to eMarketer.
Howie said: “Research
shows that while digital gets
our attention, print is more
likely to provide
information that is retained,
acted upon and converts
to a sale. Essentially, print
equates to trust and
credibility”.

Keep this date free and dust
off your bicycles – as the
Mountain to Sea Fun ride
proceeds on Sunday March
11. The event is organised
by Opunake Lions members.
All money raised this year
(from entry fees) will go
toward forming a walking
and cycle loop around
Opunake.
This year the popular iconic
event is part of the Taranaki
Bike Festival Trust. The
event is basically a noncompetitive fun ride for
bicycles. However, Energy
City Motors of Hawera, a
major sponsor, have donated
two trophy cups – for the
ﬁrst woman to complete the
course and likewise the ﬁrst
man.
The venue for the event is
at the top end of Arawhata
Road on Phillip Field’s farm
(just below the bush line).
The brieﬁng will be held
at 9.30am with the bicycle
wheels expected to be rolling
at 10am.
The ride ends at Opunake
Beach around midday..
Prizegiving will be at
Opunake Beach at 1pm.
(Pickering
Motors
of
Opunake
have
kindly
provided a bus to take
participants back to the start).
Apart from the two trophy
cups there will be many
spot prizes, which have been
generously provided by the
sponsors.
With safety the major

consideration, 80% of the
course is on farm tracks,
10% in the paddocks
and just 10% on roads.
Where a road crossing is
unavoidable the marshals
will be on hand - such as in
the vicinity of Orimupiko
Marae
on
Eltham
Road. Quite a few farm
underpasses are involved.
“This allows tired
participants to stop and
pull out if they need to,”
says Ian Armstrong. The
organisers are grateful to
the various farm owners for
allowing their farms to be
much of the course. Nigel
Robinson commented, “If
it wasn’t for these farmers
it would be a very short
course.”
Last year over 295
participants took part.
“We hope it’s at least the
same number this time,”
comments Nigel. However,
he adds, “We can certainly
cater for more.”
The
organisers
look
forward
to
expected
sunshine, as well as many
participants armed with
sunscreen, water bottles
and helmets to make this an
optimally successful event.
If you’d like to know
more, such as the layout
of the course, access the
Opunake website where
you’ll also ﬁnd entry forms.
Phone Ian 06 761 8052 or
Nigel 06 761 7220 if you
want further information.

POWERLINE FAULTS
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced
to a complete powerline rebuild
Call:
90HP Great multi-purpose or dry stock tractor

TOP OF THE LINE
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections
Free advice | Free quotes
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Newly wed Zatorah and Sarah are pictured in
a beautiful Coastal location with special guests
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ELECTRICAL

OPUNAKE

• All Cowshed Wiring
• Farm Control Systems
• Domestic Wiring
• Electrical Inspections
No job too big or too small
Wiring the Coast - 20 years experience

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775

On December 2, Zsatorah Ruffell, daughter of Neeanna Ratahi and Gary Ruffell married Sarah Mason, daughter
of Vicki and Bill Mason at Middleton’s Bay. The couple live in Kaponga. Also in attendance are Jharna Ruffell,
Kate Mason and Emilee Mason.

Old newspapers up for grabs
- help yourself

At Opunake and Coastal
News we are sorting out
our old newspapers with
a huge pile heading for
recycling. (After we keep
some for ﬁling).
Some newspapers are
over ten years old and
they contain weddings,
cute pictures of your
teenagers when they were
little, sporting events
and even, sadly, pictures
of people who have now
passed on.
Anyway, the newspapers
are piled inside our main

door in Napier Street
so come along and help
yourself – all free. Take as
many as you like.
But don’t too long because,
after a while these excess
newspapers will be soon
heading for recycling.
We have plenty more yet
to be displayed, so keep
coming in to have a look.
We are going to have old
photographs on display
soon, but there will be a
modest charge for each
one.
Watch this space!

NEW LISTING

| LIVING ON THE EDGE!

MOUNTAIN TO SEA CROSS
COUNTRY BIKE RIDE 2018

Proud to support
the Opunake Lions
Club Mountain to
Sea Ride

Engineering Services
Contact Ian to discuss your project
Ph: 06 759 5040 | Ian.Steele@btw.nz | www.btw.nz

91 Messenger Terrace, Oakura
3
1
2
2
The epitome of waterfront lifestyle - with spectacular views, a
Expressions Of Interest
superb position and just a few steps away from the edge of this
Close 4pm, Thursday
iconic west coast surfing paradise.
22 March 2018
Walk through the front door and be welcomed onto the wide
at McDonald Real Estate,
vestibule landing leading down to the large open plan living
1128 South Road, Oakura
where your eyes are drawn to the stunning sea views and
(Unless Sold Prior)
the waves breaking on the shoreline, the beach and the everOpen Home
changing vista - absolutely breathtaking.
Sunday
4
March
2:30-3:00pm
With a generous living space and three bedrooms, it offers
View On
versatility for couples, families or retirees. Downstairs works
eieio.co.nz
#OA00230
perfectly for teenagers, long staying guests and would provide
open2view.com #417160
excellent Airbnb accommodation with that all-important
second bathroom.
A contemporary, stylish home with many superb features
and benefits. The living spills out to the deck, ideal for family
gatherings, or intimate dining.
A Kiwi Lifestyle where you can enjoy all water sports all year M 027 555 4736
round, with the surf club, kayaking, fishing, pony club, local
E anjie.cook@eieio.co.nz
tennis club and bowls - it has it all.
Secure your slice of Taradise now - this home will be an
investment in location and a home to treasure. On the market
for the first time in 50 years, this is a rare opportunity to purchase
prime real estate in such a tightly held market.

Proud to be local - BTW since 1973
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Prophet had big impact in Opunake
At one time Opunake was
the last stop for visitors
heading south to Ratana.
People from as far away as
Northland would stop here
before making the last leg of
the journey to the settlement
near Whanganui, home
of the prophet Tahupotiki
Wiremu (T.W) Ratana.
On Sunday, the prophet,
his life, ministry and
legacy were remembered
at Orimupiko Marae near
Opunake. Big celebrations
are being planned at Ratana
in November to mark the
centenary of the Ratana
movement, and a fundraiser,
Te Parihia o Ohineturihau
was being held at Orimupiko
to enable local people to
attend the event.
Apostle Te Rino Rapana
whose area covers from New
Plymouth to Ratana was
there to conduct a church
service.
“Ratana came up here and
healed a lot of people,” he
said. “That’s how Ratana
got a hold here in Opunake.
The prophet said this place
would be inhabited by a big
movement, and years later
there was a big youth rally
here where thousands of
people came to this marae.”

Tahupotiki Wiremu Ratana
The nearby Kapuni Falls
was also popular for its
healing powers.
“Our people would go
up to that waterfall when
they wanted a healing.
Titokowaru, Te Whiti and
Tohu all used to go there.”
Te Rino spoke about
the origins of the Ratana
movement, and the prophet

who came with a message
of God using the Maori to
bring people back to him and
establish God’s kingdom on
Earth.
The coming of the Holy
Spirit to the Maori people
had also been prophesied
by Te Whiti and Tohu of
Parihaka, Te Rino said.
World War I was still

Students from St Joseph’s School display their kapa haka skills.

raging
when
Ratana
received his ﬁrst visitation
on November 8, 1918.
“His wife tested the Holy
Spirit when she said, if you
are the Holy Spirit, give me
a sign. Three days later, on
the 11th hour of the 11th day
of the 11th month, the war
ended,” he said, referring to
the Armistice which ended
the First World War. “When
God says he’s going to give
a sign and three days later,
something like that happens,
that’s God.”
In the following years

Ratana would heal many
throughout the country, both
Maori and Pakeha.
Te Rino says 30,000 people
are expected to be at Ratana
in November.
Also at Orimupiko on
Sunday were members of
the Ratana Morehu Silver
Band who played during
the church service and later
entertained visitors with
a repertoire of brass band
music. Leading them was
Perenara Ririnui who has
been just appointed the
national bandmaster.
“I started in the band as a
nine year-old and now I’m
40,” he says. “The band goes
back to the evangelist days of
Ratana and members come
from all the different tribes
in the country that followed
the prophet Ratana.”
Perenara’s family links
with the band and the Ratana
movement go back a long
way. T.W.Ratana was his
great great grandfather.
His grandfather Harerangi
Meihana, who was a noted
pianist and member of the
band is the current Tumuaki
o te Ratana, or President
of the Ratana Church and
movement.
After the Ratana Silver
Morehu
Band
played,
visitors were treated to
kapa haka from St Joseph’s
School students and then
members of the Filipino
community entertained, with
former Taranaki Filipino

Farmers president Reuel
Sanchez showing off his
singing and keyboard skills.
Among the visitors there
to experience the moment
were Rafael Paulino from
Brazil and his wife Jennifer
Goncalves. Rafael is Brazil’s
deputy consul general in
Hong Kong, while, Jennifer,
who is originally from
Portugal works for the United
Nations Population Fund
specialising in Indigeneous
Women’s Health. For both
of them it was their ﬁrst trip
to New Zealand.
With 200 million people,
Brazil has 500 different
people groups. Rafael says
he had learned about New
Zealand and the Maori
people after meeting Diane
Bellamy, who lives in New
Plymouth, while in London
,and from that moment had
wanted to know more.
“Being Brazilian, I’m
interested in indigenous
peoples and their cultures,
and the Maori are one of the
most famous in the world.
You see the All Blacks
and the haka and you’re
interested in knowing where
it all comes from.”
Jennifer agrees.
“I’m very interested to
know how people interact
and live within their
communities. I could not
come to New Zealand and
not see this. After that
ceremony we just had, you
just have to feel connected.”

The Ratana Morehu Silver Band playing at Orimupiko.

Full Workshop Repairs
including servicing

• WOF repairs
• Batteries
• ABS Faults & Repairs
• Towbars
• Cambelts
• Brake Hose & Power Steering Hose
Manufacturing
• Disk, Drum & Flywheel Machining
• Cable Repair & Manufacturing
• Trailer Sales, Spares & Repairs
• Courtesy Car Available *Conditions apply

Cnr. Eliot & Molesworth St, NP.|www.bcmp.co.nz
Ph: 06 758 5401 or 027 536 0885 a/h
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TRC propose changes to rulebook
Greater recognition and
protection of Taranaki’s
legendary surf breaks, Māori
sites of signiﬁcance and
areas of outstanding value
are some of the changes
proposed
by
Taranaki
Regional Council (TRC).
There are seven key
changes recommended in

Taranaki’s Proposed Coastal
Plan.
It is the “rule book” that
governs the use, development
and protection of Taranaki’s
coastal environment.
They include recognising
the potential effects of
activities on land and how
they impact on water, in
the coastal environment

The public will have a chance to have their say on the
Regional Council’s Proposed Coastal Plan.

and vice-versa, giving the
highest level of protection
to more coastal areas of
outstanding value, with
seven new sites, increasing
recognition and protection
of Māori values, protecting
Taranaki surf breaks – four
nationally signiﬁcant, 81
regionally signiﬁcant and
59 locally signiﬁcant and
a signiﬁcant surﬁng area,
increasing protection of
indigenous biodiversity and
sites of cultural or historical
importance,
tightening
controls
on
building
seawalls, and stopping
discharges of untreated
human sewage and limiting
new discharges
TRC
Resource
Management
Director
Fred McLay says Taranaki
residents are passionate
about their coast, which is
largely unmodiﬁed and a

Plan for Punakaiki
gets go ahead
in November and has been and Paparoa National Park.

Conservation
minister
Eugenie Sage says Punakaiki
has suffered from a lack of
planning under National,
and that she is pleased this
will now change with recent
Provincial Growth Fund
announcements.
The fund will provide
$100,000 to help Punakaiki
develop a master plan to
future-proof the township.
“The famous Pancake
Rocks
and
Blowholes
at Punakaiki are major
drawcards for visitors,
as are the dramatic karst
landscapes in the Punakaiki
and Pororari Valleys,” Ms
Sage said.
“Of course people want
to come see these special
places but there’s been a
failure to plan for increased
visitor numbers and we need
better infrastructure.”
Ms Sage visited Punakaiki

a strong supporter of the
Department of Conservation
working
with
Buller
District
Council,
West
Coast Regional Council,
iwi, residents and local
businesses on a master plan
for the area.
“I
am
pleased
the
Provincial Growth Fund will
support this work. DOC is
a key player in Punakaiki
and has been involved with
this process from the start,
offering advice and funding
of $15,000 to the master plan
project.
“Punakaiki is a special
place, but it is struggling
with a number of serious
issues which are very hard
for a small rating base –
less than 100 residents – to
handle.”
More than 500,000 people
visit Punakaiki every year,
drawn by the Pancake Rocks

That will only increase with
the opening of the Paparoa
Great Walk next year.
“Safeguarding a good
water supply, ensuring
there’s a sewerage system
which can cope with the
number of visitors, better
managing vehicles, and
coastal erosion issues are
some of the challenges the
Master Plan will need to
solve.”

Indoor Bowling Clubs in
the Waimate Association
are due to open during
March and all clubs would
welcome existing and new
members – for those that
have never played before
it is a game for all ages
and members can just
participate at club nights,
or enter area competitions
and
representative

events.
There are also
great
opportunities
for
junior bowlers (those under
the age of 18 on March 1
each year) who have their
ownwws competitions and
representative play.
Otakeho Indoor Bowls.
Opening night
Monday
March 19 at Otakeho Hall at
7.30pm. Contact Secretary
Jenny Hamley on 06 278

5499.
Pihama Indoor Bowls.
Opening night Monday
March 26 at Pihama Hall at
7.30pm. Contact Secretary
Marlene Clement on 06 761
7286
Riverlea Indoor Bowls.
Opening night Wednesday
March 28 at Riverlea Hall at
7.30pm. Contact Secretary
Trevor Cox on 06 274 5791

Indoor bowls due to start

IHAIA
MOTORS
for

A GRADE REPAIRS
• Tyres
• Batteries
• Lubes
• W.O.F
• Panel beating • Painting
• Farm Bikes • LPG
• All mechanical repairs
• Insurance work
• Radar Detectors

AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES.
Tasman St, Opunake
Ph (06) 761-8502

Ms Sage said protecting
wildlife was also an aspect
of future prooﬁng.
“For instance Westland
petrels are disorientated by
the lights of Punakaiki and
land near lights in places
where they are unable to
take ﬂight again. Finding
solutions that help all of the
locals – both human, and
wildlife is a priority,” Ms
Sage says.

great place that supports
residents’ work and play.
“With this in mind, we’ve
consulted extensively. We
were very pleased to have
received early input to the
draft coastal plan, released
in 2016, with feedback
from 101 individuals and
organisations.
The Proposed Plan was
presented to TRC’s Policy
and Planning Committee
and the public will have their
say during a submissions
phase from February 24 to
April 27.
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Stationery Specials
Ringbinders
4 for $9.50
Pens from 50c
Whiteboard
markers for $2

Pastimes

87 Tasman St, Opunake • Ph (06) 761-8151

You
give
Magnesium
to us - do
you take
it?
We
Deliver

It’s Lacking in our Soil
Symptoms of magnesium deﬁciency are muscle cramps or twitches, problems
with sleeping, tiredness, muscle pain, headaches, bowel problems, difﬁculties
with the heart, body tension, nervousness and irritability to name a few.
Magnesium oxide causes loose bowel motions, if you aren’t suffering from
constipation take one with out. Magnesium ultra is bonded onto a protein
molecule so it doesn’t cause loose bowel motions.

Simple, easy to
understand legal advice
When it comes to legal issues in the farming industry,
you’ll find the team at RMY Legal speak your language.

TGMDESIGN01219b
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Americarna
Automobile
Willy Marshall aka Willy
the Hillbilly has done a lot
in his time. Hailing from
Salt Lake City in Utah,
he is now retired but was
for 15 years a dispatcher
for a rescue helicopter. He
has also owned a local TV
station and been mayor of
Big Water, Utah, population
416.
Last week Willy was with
Americarna when it rolled
into Opunake. This is the
ﬁfth Americarna he has been
to and his seventh time in
New Zealand.
“A friend of mine who
worked for the New
Plymouth newspaper said
you’ve got to come over to
this,” he recalls.
Willy didn’t come over
with any cars himself but
admits to having seven
back home in the States,
a 1961 corvette, two 1963
Oldsmobiles
and
four
Suzuki Swifts. He tries
to work his visits to New
Zealand around Americarna,
but when last year he could
only get a week off work, he
came over especially for it.

-

Celebrating
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the

American

A dazzling selection of American cars at Opunake Beach.
The effects of former
cyclone Gita may have
put a bit of a dampener on
this year’s celebration but
Opunake was still decked
out in American ﬂags when
those taking part in the
annual celebration of the
American Automobile made
their way along Tasman
Street to Opunake Beach.
Like Willy the Hillbilly,
Jens Wulff from Tauranga,
who drove in on his 1955
Chevrolet Pick-up, was at
his ﬁfth Americarna.

“I have had a few V8s over
the years, but this is our ﬁrst
hot rod,” he says. “It’s our
play thing.”
Five years ago he had
bought it off a “kiwi guy”
who lived in the United
States. In the years since he
has got the panels realigned
and done a bit of work on the
suspension. He was looking
forward to taking part in the
Go-Stop Drag s in Hawera
two days later.
“The local participation is
the thing I really love,” he

says. “You see the schools
and the farmers down the
road on their tractors. It’s
what makes it different to
other events.”
Ted
Williams
from
Papamoa
is
another
Americarna veteran, having
been to everyone except the
ﬁrst one. It all started after
a meeting with John Rae,
the man whose name has
become synonymous with
Americarna.
“I met John Rae when I
was in America and he said,
you’ve just got to come.”
He has continued to be
drawn back ever since.
“We just love the cruising
and seeing slightly different
cars to what you see up
north, and there are beautiful
roads for cruising.”
In previous years he had
come with a 1956 Chrysler,
but this time he turned up in
a 1948 Buick Convertible.
“I’ve always loved this
shape of car,” he said. After
seeing it on ebay, he imported
it from the United States six
years ago. In the years since
he has “spent a bit of time
tidying up underneath it.”
Originally it had a straight
eight motor, but it has since
been converted with late
model Comaro running gear.
Gary Cursons from Taupo
who says he has been
“a petrolhead for years”
had previously been to
Americarna when it went
to Wellington, but this was
the ﬁrst time he had been to
one in Taranaki. In his time
he had owned 34 roadsters
and 30 pickups. This year he
turned up in a 2013 Shelby

Value Farm Sheds

For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage
requirements - Give us a call today!
Taranaki wide

FREE ON SITE

MEASURE & QUOTE

Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from
quality materials that last, at prices you can afford. Visit our
website for additional details: www.valuebuilding.co.nz

BuildLink Kitset Sheds come
in various sizes and options.
1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH

Phone 0800 707 404

PHONE: 06 759 7435

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD
PHONE: 0800 245 535
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Ted Williams and his Buick.

Willy Marshall aka Willy the Hillbilly.

Mustang GT 500.
“There’s always something
about owning an American
car,” he says.
He has had his Mustang
for three and half years
after seeing it on a visit to
California. After that he
knew he wanted to have one.
“It’s got left hand drive, left
hook-up and it’s a Mustang.
It’s a dream car,” he said.

SHAUN STANLEY
181 Tasman Street
Opunake
PH: 027 818 6385

Jens Wulff, Min and their 1955 Chevrolet Pickup.

CONCRETE PRODUCTSE
Available Now -Troughs – inspection pipes - culvert pipes - lids - bridge decks – box culverts culvert bases - T/Walls - Manhole Lids – custom made products to order
Kuriger Engineering Ltd - 889 Kaweora Road – Opunake

Call 06 761 8122 Bus

-

O27 235 6533 A/H
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Drop in farmer optimism
A marked drop in farmer
optimism and growing
concern about the ability
to recruit suitable staff are
stand-out features of the
Federated Farmers MidSeason Farm Conﬁdence
Survey.
For the ﬁrst time in two
years, farmer optimism
has decreased, including
negative perceptions of the
economy, farm proﬁtability,
farm production and farm
spending. Farm debt levels
have also increased and
fewer farms are now debtfree.

Aretha Lemon from Coastal Care with Michael Corkill and Aaron Barratt from
Corkill Systems who arrived to save the day and keep the medical centre open after
Cyclone Gita knocked out electricity around Taranaki with this giant generator .
The rest of the Corkill Systems team were also kept really busy after Cyclone Gita
blew through distributing generators to powerless cowsheds around the district.
Corkill Systems must have second sight as there is a container arriving in about six
weeks, more tractor and diesel generators as well as some small three phase for running
water pumps. Orders are being taken and advice can be given on the size required. Buy
direct from the importers.
On this month in history

Dr Seuss born

On March 2, 1904
Theodor Seuss Geisel
(Dr Seuss) was born in
Springﬁeld, Massachusetts.
His children’s books have
sold more than 200,000,000
copies. However, his ﬁrst

book (‘And To Think I Saw
it on Mulberry Street’) was
rejected by 27 publishers
before the 28th one saw its
potential and he became
America’s most famous
writer of children’s books.

His books include ‘The
Cat In the Hat’, ‘Green Eggs
and Ham’ and Oh the Places
You’ll Go’ – to mention just
a few.
Dr Seuss died in 1991.

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

The Federated Farmers
survey is conducted twice a
year (January and July) and
1070 farmers responded to
the questionnaire last month.
In terms of optimism
about general economic
conditions, there was a drop
of 23 points compared to
July last year and a 50 point
drop when asked about the
12 months ahead.
“That’s quite a hit, but
it needs to be viewed in
context,” Andrew Hoggard,
Federated Farmers VicePresident said.
“Pretty much all recent
surveys of businesses have
found a drop in conﬁdence
because of the disruption and
uncertainty over October’s

general election. And in
mid-January, when our
survey was done, farmers in
many regions had endured
weeks and weeks of little or
no rain.”
Last month’s survey found
that optimism about future
farm production fell for the
ﬁrst time since January 2016,
with dairy farmers the most
pessimistic. Andrew said it
was telling that farmers in all
regions expected production
to decrease, but particularly
those in Taranaki-Manawatu
and Otago-Southland, the
two areas most affected by
drought.
Just over half of all farms
are currently making a proﬁt
(53.6%), which is slightly
lower than six months
ago, but the proportion of
farms making a loss has
stabilised at 9.3%. However,
optimism
about
future
proﬁtability has halved over
the past six months and
pessimistic perceptions have
quadrupled.
“Again, some context.
Dairy commodity prices
were on a downward
trajectory for the last half
of 2017 and at the time of
our survey were only just
starting to go the other way,”
Andrew said.
“It was the dairy sector
which suffered the biggest

drops in production, farm
spending
and
similar
indicators. Meat and ﬁbre
farmers weren’t so bad.”
Similar to the July 2017
survey, the greatest concern
for farmers was regulation
and compliance costs. The
dry weather was also on
their minds, and worry about
climate change policy and
the potential for livestock
emissions to be included in
the ETS showed a marked
increase.
The ability to recruit staff
is becoming increasingly
hard - the hardest in the
18 surveys that have been
carried out since 2009.
“Federated Farmers is
trying to head this off with
initiatives such as our new
dairy apprenticeship but this
trend is also a message to
politicians that as they tinker
with immigration settings
the needs of rural New
Zealand are very different
from what’s going on in
Auckland.”
Biosecurity
(21.3%)
leap-frogged the economy
and business environment
(16.1%) as the issue
that farmers wanted the
Government to treat as the
No. 1 priority - no doubt a
reﬂection of worries over the
spread of the cattle disease
mycoplasma bovis.
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Prevent facial eczema
at the source

Sporeguard® and Sporewet®

• Keep spore counts below dangerous levels on pasture
• Prevent spore production for up to 40 days
• Minimise production losses and liver damage in stock

39

$

/ha + GST for product and spray application

Call Marc Gopperth at
GOPPERTH CONTRACTING on 027 247 6021

For more information, call John
McFadgen on 021 900 215
ravensdown.co.nz

Smarter farming for
a better New Zealand
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Choose Tyson for faster growing lambs and better
weaning weights

Striking the right balance
between feed demand and
pasture supply through the
early part of lambing is
challenging, but if you get
it right, the payoff comes at
weaning, with more lambs
drafted straight onto the
truck.

Tyson was bred to make
that process easier. With
35% more dry matter growth
in early spring, plus excellent
year-round yield, this new
perennial ryegrass is a
potential game-changer for
red meat producers.
It is the earliest-heading
ryegrass you can buy (-7 days)
and was created to enhance
lamb and beef production
by getting more feed into the
system early, when demand
typically exceeds supply.
That type of advance is
exactly what the doctor
ordered for today’s high
performing red meat systems,
says
agronomist
Janet
Montgomery.
“We have plenty of
ryegrasses available to grow
lambs well in late spring.
What we need is a way to
get more feed into ewes and
lambs though the start of
lambing.
“That early feed is so

pasture height) for multiples.
A pasture cover of 1500kg
DM/ha (or 4-5cm pasture
height) in early spring
allows plants to grow at
their maximum. That’s
because there’s enough
leaf area present to capture
all available sunlight for
photosynthesis.
The amount of pasture
available in early lactation
directly impacts the growth

important in our systems.
We’ve got big fertile ewes,
with high scanning rates,
high feed demand and
high lambing percentages.
Farmers want good lamb
birth
weights,
higher
survivability
and
fast
growth, so they can make
better weaning decisions.
“Pasture quality this time

of the year is excellent. It all
comes back to lambing onto
the right covers and having
enough grass growth to
feed ewes and lambs well
during lactation.”
Tyson is a valuable
new tool as part of an
integrated whole farm
system solution, which
includes
management

decisions through autumn.
The science behind the old
saying ‘grass grows grass’ is
a key consideration here.
For optimal pasture and
lamb growth, best practice
minimum pasture covers for
lambing are 1200-1300kg
DM/ha (3-4cm pasture
height) for single lambbearing ewes, and 15001600kg DM/ha (4-5cm

of suckling lambs, Janet
says.
Having enough pasture
available while ewes are
milking at their peak means
they can feed themselves
and their lambs well.
Tyson was bred from
two of Agriseeds’ best
early growing ryegrasses
(Meridian
and
Arrow)
and is available with AR1
endophyte.

Next issue due out March 16.
Phone us today to advertise
761 7016

Phone 027 234 0635 or email
mclivestock@xtra.co.nz
The dairy cow and heifer buying season is well under way. I have a great selection
of dairy cattle for sale. Great buying and ready for inspection today! Check out my
website to view these quality cattle - www.mclivestock.co.nz

Incalf Dairy Cows
Quote#172 - 111 Xbred Incalf Cows – Opunake - $1800 - Ave BW: 75 & PW: 109
Quote#178 - 107 Jersey Incalf Cows – Opunake - $1680 - Ave BW: 87 & PW: 81
Quote#171 - 23 Frsn Holdover Cows – Opunake - $1700 - Ave BW: 89 & PW: 142
Quote#170 - 11 Jersey Holdover Cows – Opunake - $1550 - Ave BW: 114 & PW: 188

Incalf Dairy heifers
Quote#222 - 30 Frsn & Xbred Incalf Heifers – Opunake - $1665 - Ave BW: 121 & PW:
133
Quote#239 - 33 Frsn X Incalf Heifers - New Plymouth - $1550 - Ave BW: 122 & PW: 125

Would you use
30 year old
animal genetics?

Quote#237 - 40 Frsn & Frsn X Incalf Heifers - New Plymouth - $1550 - Ave BW: 110
& PW: 103
Quote#225 - 48 Frsn X Incalf Heifers – Hawera - $1665 - Ave BW: 127 & PW: 135
Quote#241 - 63 Frsn X Incalf Heifers – Urenui - $1470 - Ave BW: 118 & PW: 118
Quote#223 - 91 Frsn & Frsn X Incalf Heifers - Grazing at Feilding - $1665 - Ave BW:
95 & PW: 94
Quote#243 - 12 Xbred Incalf Heifers – Inglewood - $1565 - Ave BW: 122 & PW: 127

Old genetics don’t make the cut. It’s the same
with ryegrass. Hogan establishes phenomenally,
and out yields old annual ryegrasses Tama and
Moata by over 1 t DM/ha.
- that represents an extra profit of $380/ha.
Sow the best in plant genetics.

Superior pastures from Agriseeds.
For more information visit
www.agriseeds.co.nz
or call 0800 449 955.
facebook.com/Agriseeds

Quote#232 - 22 Xbred Incalf Heifers – Urenui - $1500 - Ave BW: 103 & PW: 128
Quote#244 - 12 Frsn Incalf Heifers – Inglewood - $1500 - Ave BW: 107 & PW: 107

Weaners Dairy Heifers
Quote#376 - 21 Xbred Weaner Heifers – Patea - $650 - Ave BW: 122 & PW: 132
Quote#373 - 51 Frsn X & Xbred Weaner Heifers – Opunake - $600 - Ave BW: 117 &
PW: 122

Also available, a good selection of MT high index dairy cows.
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Name change underlines wool focus

Federated Farmers wants to
play a key role in ramped-up
sector-wide collaboration on
wool initiatives - and that’s
reﬂected in a name change.
By
unanimous
vote
of delegates from the
Federation’s 24 provinces
who met in Wellington last
week, the Meat & Fibre
Council and industry group
is now the Meat & Wool
Council and industry group.
It’s actually a return to the
name that was used more
than two decades ago, the
chairperson, Miles Anderson,
said. ‘Wool’ was switched
out to ‘Fibre’ back then when
mohair from angora goats
was on the rise.
But goat farmers now have

their own section within
Federated Farmers and
everyone wanted to get back
to using the name ‘wool’ with all its internationally
recognised
connotations
super-warm,
natural,
sustainable, hypoallergenic,
ﬂame-retardant,
Prices for crossbred/strong
wool have halved since
mid-2015 but farmers and
downstream companies are
ﬁghting hard to ﬁnd new
and innovative products to
soak up the warehoused clip
and spark revenues, Miles
said. More than a dozen of
these industry leaders put
on displays at a Crossbred
Wool
Showcase
that
Federated Farmers hosted in

Wellington.
A
woollen
blanket
from Ruapehu producer
ShearWarmth, and clothes
from Merino Kids, were
presented to Agriculture
Minister Damien O’Connor
to pass on to Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern for when her
baby is born.

A
technical
ﬁeld
representative for PGG
Wrightson has been named
the
Taranaki/Manawatu
FMG Young Farmer of the
Year.
Will Taylor, 26, took out
the title after winning the
hotly-contested Taranaki/
Manawatu Regional Final
in Wellington.
The event saw eight
ﬁnalists from across the
sprawling region tackle a
series of gruelling modules,
including a fast-paced agriknowledge quiz.
“I’m completely surprised,
I wasn’t expecting this,”
said Will, who started his
Feilding-based job with

PGG Wrightson last August.
“I’m absolutely chuffed.”
The win has secured the
Marton Young Farmers
vice-chairman a spot in the
prestigious FMG Young
Farmer of the Year Grand
Final in Invercargill.
Will told the large crowd
at Wellington College that
he plans to check out his
competition before July.
“I think I’ll be taking a
couple of trips to watch the
regional ﬁnals in the South
Island,” he laughed.
The former Palmerston
North cocktail bartender
won almost $12,000 worth
of prizes, including an
XR150 Honda farm bike.

Will grew up on a sheep
and beef farm and spent
three years driving tractors
and combine harvesters in
Western Australia.
“A couple of years ago
I bought a bare block of
land in Feilding, which I’ve
fenced and now run breeding
ewes and ﬁnish lambs on,”
he said.
Second place went to
Emma Dangen, who’s in
her ﬁnal year of a Bachelor
of Veterinary Science at
Massey University.
The 23-year-old also won
the Massey University AgriGrowth Challenge.
Toko sheep and beef
farmer Nick Brown took out

The Meat and Wool
Council gave the section’s
executive
the
mandate
to form a collaborative
industry group to address
crossbred wool issues. The
aim is to work together to
better tell the excellent story
of strong wool’s qualities
and potential to the wider
community, Miles said.
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Lyn Neeson, Federated Farmers Ruapehu President and the co-producer of
ShearWarmth, presents a woollen blanket for Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor

Will Taylor wins Young farmer regional ﬁnal

DIRA Bill good for farming

Federated Farmers is
pleased to see that the Dairy
Industry
Restructuring
Amendment Bill (DIRA)
has ﬁnally made it through
Parliament.
“I think most of the
industry will agree this is
long overdue and should

have happened at least six
months ago,” says Chris
Lewis, Federated Farmers’
Dairy Industry chair.
The
Federation
was
looking forward to working
with the Ministry for
Primary Industries (MPI)

and the dairy sector on a
comprehensive review.
“This is a great opportunity
to reach a binding agreement
on the future direction of
the dairy sector as there are
many challenges we are
facing.”

third place and the coveted
Ravensdown
Agri-Skills
Challenge.
Kieran McCahon, who
recently
completed
a
Bachelor
Agricultural
Science
at
Massey
University,
won
the
AGMARDT Agri-Business
Challenge and the Meridian
Energy
Agri-Knowledge
Challenge.
There was a draw in the

Agri-Sports Challenge, with
Michael McCombs and
Lachlan Fee sharing the title.
Feilding High School took
top honours in the TeenAg
regional ﬁnal, claiming the
top three placings.
The contest saw 32 teams
clash in front of a vocal
crowd of supporters.
A trio from Palmerston
North Intermediate Normal
School won the hotly-

FINER

SPRAYING SERVICES
LIMITED

•Crop Spraying
•Pasture
Spraying
•Facial Eczema
Grant: 027 444 9189
A/H: 06 278 8451

BOOM SPRAYING SPECIALIST
Accurate Application - Sound Advice

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

All your pre-cooling issues
solved with one solution
Pre-cooling made simple
Fits your existing chiller unit
(no extra load on your power
supply)
Maintenance Free
One size fits all
Utilises cheap night rate
electricty
Extremely cost effective
Guaranteed to comply
So simple but it works
Locally made in Taranaki
Installed and serviced by the
manufacturer.

Bulls, Boners and
Store Cattle
making top money
Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
For all your
Livestock requirements
Servicing the Coast
Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

contested
AgriKidsNZ
contest.
That event saw 16 teams
tackle fun challenges testing
their practical and theoretical
skills.
It’s the 50th anniversary
of the FMG Young Farmer
of the Year - an iconic
agricultural
competition
which started out as a
national radio quiz in 1969.
Brad Markham

Call today for an
obligation free quote
Ph 761 8084
OPUNAKE

sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz
Okato 752 4084
Stratford 06 765 4499
Hawera 274 8084
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Record numbers of old lifejackets replaced over summer

Thousands of unsafe
lifejackets
have
been
replaced by brand new
lifejackets this summer
thanks to a Coastguard
water safety campaign,
with more boaties than
ever trading in their old or
damaged lifejackets.
Over the course of
the ten-week Old4New
Lifejacket Upgrade, over
3,000 old, damaged or
obsolete lifejackets were
traded in by boaties from
55 communities, from
the Far North to the Deep
South who came to meet the
Old4New van as it travelled
the country. The campaign
encouraged boaties to trade
in their old lifejackets for
great discounts on modern,
new Hutchwilco lifejackets,
in an effort to get old and
worn lifejackets out of the
community.
Many of the lifejackets
that were traded in were

unusable to the point of
being dangerous.
“A number of the old
lifejackets were ﬁlled with
Kapok that had become
water-laden,” said Old4New
Community Ambassador Sue
Tucker. “Kapok lifejackets
used to be common sight
decades ago, but now those
lifejackets would be more of
a hindrance than a help in an
emergency situation.”
“With drowning being
one of the leading causes
of preventable death in NZ,
it’s great to get these old
lifejackets out of boats, and
replaced with new, modern
ones,” Sue said.
And while the majority
of the traded-in lifejackets
had seen better days, some
had seen better decades
completely – two of the
traded-in lifejackets were
over 60 years old, and were
still being used by the elderly

Peter Sole

TRANSPORT

Specialising in

Low Shed and Silo
deliveries
Hay / Silage / Straw for sale

Phone: 027 443 1807
Office: 06 754 8454 or 0800 132511

Get a little EXTRA
this Summer
FS 38 Linetrimmer
Engine Power: 0.65KW
Engine Capacity: 27.2cc
Dry Weight: 4.1kg

$195

MS170 Chainsaw
Engine Power: 1.3KW
Engine Capacity: 30.1cc
Dry Weight: 3.9kg
Guide Bar: 14” (35cm)
Chain Type: 3/8 Picco MM

$295

STIHL HS45 450mm
Engine Capacity: 27.2cc

+ Get $50

$495

TO SPEND IN STORE

COLLINS SPORTS CENTRE
Tasman Street, Opunake | 06 761 8778

Piles of lifejackets traded in.
owners as ﬁt-for-purpose.
lifejacket has never ruined a
“Coastguard’s message day out on the water.”
about lifejackets is simple
As well as trading
– take them and wear lifejackets, the Old4New
them,” says Coastguard team provided thousands
New Zealand CEO Patrick of people with safe boating
Holmes. “But a lifejacket advice, lifejacket care and
is no good to anyone if it’s helped boaties select the best
stowed away, and even less lifejacket for their type of
so if it’s old or in a poor boating.
condition. Wearing a good
“Being safe on the water is
quality,
ﬁt-for-purpose everyone’s responsibility,”

says Patrick. “The Old4New
Lifejacket Upgrade provides
the opportunity for people
to be responsible and take
the safety of themselves
and their loved ones
seriously, we’re incredibly
proud of the difference this
campaign is making in our
communities.”
Now in its fourth year,
the Old4New Lifejacket

Upgrade has seen over
10,000 lifejackets tradedin since 2014. “In the four
years of the campaign,
hundreds of communities
nationwide have been
provided with an easy and
accessible way to ensure
boaties have the correct
number of ﬁt-for-purpose
lifejackets on their boat,”
said Patrick.

Records tumble for NZ at Winter Olympics

Records
continue
to
tumble for New Zealand
at the Winter Olympic
Games, with Nico Porteous’
bronze medal in the men’s
ski halfpipe, Sport and
Recreation Minister Grant
Robertson says. This makes
Nico our youngest ever
Olympic medallist the same
afternoon as fellow 16-year
old Zoi Sadowski-Synnott
achieved the same feat.
“After waiting 26 years to
add to New Zealand’s only
Winter Olympics medal,
these two amazing young
New Zealanders will each
be bringing home a bronze
medal from PyeongChang,
South Korea.
“In doing so, both became
the youngest New Zealand
Olympic medallists across
summer and winter games

– Nico being a few months
younger than Zoi.
“The
New
Zealand
contingent was buzzing as
we made the mad dash from
Zoi’s awesome performance
to watch our skiers in the
men’s halfpipe. The day just
kept getting better, with Nico
landing our ﬁrst ever men’s
Winter Olympic medal.
“I’d
also
like
to
congratulate
Beau-James
Wells for ﬁnishing fourth in
the same event and mention
his brother Byron’s efforts
to get the ﬁnal. All this after
amazing efforts from our
Men’s Speed Skating team
and our other athletes – New
Zealand’s
representatives
here are doing us all proud,”
Grant Robertson says.
New Zealand sent its ﬁrst
Winter Olympic team to the

VI Olympic Winter Games
in Oslo, Norway in 1952.
Annelise Coberger won New
Zealand’s ﬁrst ever Winter
Olympic medal in ski slalom
at the XVI Olympic Winter
Games in Albertville, France

Hon Grant Robertson

in 1992.
Hon Grant Robertson
visited the Winter Olympic
Games in PyeongChang in
his capacity as Sport and
Recreation Minister.
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Our most successful Winter Olympics ever

Bronze medallist Zoi
Sadowski-Synnott carried
the NZ ﬂag to lead our
nation’s team of 25
competitors and ofﬁcials
in the closing ceremony, to
conclude participation in
the Winter Olympics held
in PyeongChang, South
Korea. Later, IOC president
Thomas Bach ofﬁcially
closed the games.
After Annelise Coberger’s
medal in 1992 it’s been 26
years until a NZ competitor
won another medal.
This time two sixteen-yearolds, both from Wanaka,
each won a bronze medal.
Firstly, Zoi won her bronze
in the inaugural Women’s
Big Air event with a score
of 157.50. Before her third
place was conﬁrmed she
had an agonising wait as
she had lost points due to
failing to execute a clean
landing on her ﬁnal run and
awkwardly skidding down
the slope (Anna Gasser of
Austria won the gold with
185 and Jamie Anderson of
the United States took the
silver with 177.25).
However, all was well and
she paid tribute to her parents
input. “My parents worked
really hard to support me do
all this, through getting me
on the team and funding for
everything and all their love
and all that. It’s been really
good and they’ve been really

Nico Porteous and Zoi Sadowski-Synnott with their Olympic medals.
supportive.”
sport. I couldn’t have done ﬁnishing fourth in the same
Just 90 minutes later Nico better.” (Americans David event as Nico.
In the overall medal
Porteous won his bronze in Wise and Alex Ferreira won
the Men’s Halfpipe event. the gold and silver medals, standings Norway did best
with 39 medals (14,14,11),
He scored 72.8 to qualify respectively).
for the ﬁnal and 94.8 in the
Nico is the youngest NZ heading Germany with 31
ﬁnal itself. He was delighted Olympian to win a medal (14,10,7) with Canada third
that he’d scored two PBs at 16 years and 91 days. with 29 (11, 8,10). Fourth
(Personal Bests) in a row. Zoi is the second youngest was the United States with
“I was happy with the way at 16 years and 353 days. 23 medals (9,8,6).
I skied and that was all I (Annelise Coberger was 20
can be proud of, but for years 157 days when she
the judges to reﬂect that, won her medal).
Other members of the NZ
it’s insane.” He also said,
“I deﬁnitely try to do my team did well, with fourth
own tricks that no one else place and ﬁnals placings,
is doing and really push the such as Beau-James Wells

Manaia Golf results

February 12. Monday
night Ambrose.1. Symes, 2.
Otakeho Hackers, 3. Triple
Boggey, 4. Tui & Red.
Nett Eagles. Grant Hastie
1st, Jim Ngere 8th, John
Oliver 14th, Grant Gibbs 1st,
Rod Le Fleming 6th, 8th, 16th.
Gross Junior. Ashton Sharp,
Oliva Symes, Lucas Symes,
Zoe Reader.
Putting Juniors. 1st equal.
Ashton Sharp and Lucas
Symes, 2nd Zoe Reader and
Oliva Symes.
Pee Wees. 1. Tyler
Thomas, 2. Connor Thomas,
3. Chantel Wong.

February 19. Monday
night Ambrose. 1. Auroa
Hackers. 2. YTB. 3. Winks
Road. Remember 18 Hole
Ambrose. Sunday March 11.
10am Shot Gun Start.
Saturday Men. Best Nett.
1. Trevor Larsen. 2. Paul
Hunn. 3. Nod Symes. 4.
Colin Koch. 5. John Oliver.
Juniors. Pee Wee. 1st equal.
Hannah Symes and Connor
Thomas. 2nd equal Tyler
Thomas and Paige Thomas.
Eagles. Putting. 1. Ashton
Sharp. 2. Carter Symes.
3. Jayda Sharp. Gross. 1.
Ashton Sharp. 2. Carter

FORKLIFTS

D P Plumbing
Craftsman Plumber
Living locally in Okato
15 years experience
Competitive quotes, prompt service

Phone Duane on
(06) 752-4897 / 021 023 05 021

Symes. 3. Jayda Sharp.

Jayda Sharp with her
most improved junior
girl golf trophy at
Manaia Golf Club.

CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL
SERVICE
PARTS
NEW & USED SALES
AGENTS FOR NILFISK FLOORCARE PRODUCTS
31 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth
Shaun McKay - Sales Specialist

Ave - Westown, NP
CLASSIC CARPETS | Borrell
PH: 06 753 3933

CLASSIFIEDS
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TRADES & SERVICES

CarterAgri Ltd

‘Tender’ Rahotu Cemetery
C/- W. Mullan
227 Tipoka Rd, Rahotu, RD3
Note: The highest tender or any tender not necessarily
accepted
RAHOTU DOMAIN
Tenders for lease of two hectares of land on part of
Rahotu Domain on Rahotu Rd, Rahotu. For a term of
five years from May 1 2018.
Tenders for lease of 12.7990 hectares of land known as
Rahotu Domain on Main Rd, Rahotu. For a term of five
years from May 1 2018.
Tenders close on Saturday March 10 2018.

Any age, any condition,
anything considered

INFLAMMATION causes
pain, turmeric has been
found to be very beneﬁcial
in treating joint pain, any
inﬂammation, call into
The Health Shop Centre
City for a free sample, and
ﬁnd out how it helps you.
067587553
SUPPLEMENT
Straw,
Silage,
Hay.
Kalin Contracting. Ph.
0273844822.

027 937 6334

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD

LAND WANTED

WANTED TO BUY

BUSH BLOCK, some
grazing ok. Will comsider
anything over 5 hectares
with or without dwelling
but with potential house
site. Ph 07 544 9993 or 027
454 3262.

SCRAP METAL - for all
scrap metal Taranaki wide,
give us a call. Molten Metals
(06) 751 5367.
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader,
National Certificates in Forest Operations,
Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on
what your trees are worth $$$
Ph: Paul
ry
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Opunake & Okato Co-operating Parish
CHURCH SERVICES
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St Paul’s Opunake Co-op & Rahotu
intin
paHavelock
Opunake Cooperating Parish St Pauls,
St
9.30am every Sunday and the
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday F
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Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays
Y
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Opunake Catholic ChurchCA

Sunday 8.30am at Pungarehu (St Martins),
10am at Opunake (Our Lady Star of the Sea)
Other areas
BBQ
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st , 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)
Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am
All welcome
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Domett St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm
Wednesday
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Youth Group 7pm Friday
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Come along or contact Pastor
y, aMurray
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St. Barnabas Anglican Church
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Manaia Rd, Kaponga
Sunday Services 10am
every day - free entry
Taranaki
Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th
Sunday
6 222 www.hollardgardens.nz
Prayer & Praise 1st Regional
SundayCouncil
Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for
n day
a Combined Service
1 March

ardens

Okato Community Church
Meets 6.30pm Sunday at Hempton Hall.
Everyone welcome

‘Tender’ Rahotu Domain
C/- W. Mullan
227 Tipoka Rd, Rahotu, RD3
Note: The highest tender or any tender not necessarily
accepted

OPUNAKE RAHOTU VETERINARY
TRUST
Financial assistance is available to students to
undergo tertiary education relating preferably
to agricultural or horticultural studies
although consideration will be given to other
applicants.
Application forms available from:The Secretary
P O Box 117
OPUNAKE 4616
PHONE 761-7150
EMAIL: nevisbrewer@gmail.com

027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

‘ s Day

hildren
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Tenders close on Saturday March 10 2018.

TRACTORS
& MACHINERY
WANTED

BUILD
YOUR
RESISTANCE, help with
pain and inﬂammation with
Ester C 100 tabs 1000mg,
save $10 at The Health Shop
in Centre City. 067587553
We care.

ith

Tenders for lease of 2.8328 hectares of land on Rahotu
Rd, Rahotu. For a term of five years from May 1 2018.

Ph. 027 937 6334

SOME MEDICATIONS,
stress, allergies, poor diet
can depleted coenzyme
Q10, the body overtime
becomes exhausted, call
into The Health Shop Centre
City for a free sample, see
how it helps. 067587553
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all your home maintenance needs.
Famil
fun
No job too big or too small.
Qualified Tradesman 20 years.BOUNCY
Phone Mike 027 9425 251

Email: mikeparnell07@gmail.com
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SITUATIONS VACANT
In association with

CASTLE

BBQ

HEARTLAND
CONSTRUCTION for concrete
work. Ph 027 236 7129.
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second hand,
large selection After Disaster
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP.
Phone (06) 769 9265
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After
school 5 days per
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CONSTRUCTION for all
week.
1686 Upper Manaia Rd, Kaponga
kitchens. Ph 027 236 7129.
Must
be
reliable
and
Open all day every day - free entry
Taranaki
honest.
Ph: 0800 736 222
www.hollardgardens.nz
Regional Council
COASTAL
GIB
Applications close 7.03.18
STOPPERS.
Phone
Glenn
applications
and CV
HollardWritten
family fun
day
027 524 5745
to:
PRESS - Thursday 1 March
The Principal
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Full colour Opunake High School
P O Box 4, Opunake
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admin@opunake.school.nz
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FOR SALE

Ford Telstra 1994 - $2500
Suzuki Calvacade
Motorcycle - $5000
Aquarian tank - $200
West Coast truck mirrors $200
Phone 06 756 5811
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Hollard Gardens
1686 Upper Manaia Rd, Kaponga
Open all day every day - free entry
Ph: 0800 736 222 www.hollardgardens.nz
Hollard family fun day
OC - Thursday 1 March
2col x 14cm - Public notices
Full colour
$000
#00000

Taranaki

Regional Council

Our next issue is due
out on March 16.
Call us on 06 761 7016
to be in it!

Friday, March 2, 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday March 10 at 6.30pm, Opunake Fire Station
Inquiries to Sec. Rev. Geoff Williams 06 761 8510

First of all we wish to humbly apologise to the group that
came but did not get to perform.
Kia Kaha kia maia
Kia manawanui
Kia koutou katoa
Ka arohanui
Secondly we also wish to thank everyone who attended,
our sponsors, the performers, the Maori Wardens and the
stalls. Thankyou to our MC Hokipera Papuni. A good day
was had by all.
Thirdly, thankyou to everyone behind the scenes without you the front wouldn’t be able to work.
Arohanui Te Pariha o Ohinetuhirau (Fundraiser)

OPUNAKE BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION
Meeting 1st Monday of
each month
at 5.30PM
Hughsons & Associates
Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre,
23 Napier St, Opunake

LOCALS
NETBALL
CLUB,
HAWERA
Thurs 1st March 6.00 pm
Wed 7th March 6.30 pm
TSB Hub, Hawera
Please arrive 10 minutes
prior to register
New and existing
members welcome
2018 Coaching Staff:
Melissa Cleaver
& Rachel Brooks
Any queries please contact
Kay Stratton 027 279 4898

Applica�ons for Out of Zone Pupils
Auroa School is a decile 8 full Primary School (includes year 7/8 students)
located in South Taranaki. Enrolment at the school is governed by an
enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school oﬃce.
The Board has determined that there are likely to be 5 vacancies available for
Term 2 2018. These vacancies are mostly in Year 1 and New Entrance with
limited vacancies in Year’s 2 to 8.
Applica�ons can be made by applying in wri�ng to the school at the following
address: Auroa School, 734 Auroa Road RD 28 Manaia 4678, Email:
oﬃce@auroa.school.nz or by visi�ng the school.
The deadline for applica�ons is 3pm, Thursday 15th March. If the number of
applicants exceeds the number of places available, students will be selected by
ballot. Ballots, if required, will be held on the 16th March.
Rodney Mullin
Board of Trustees
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PREMIER THREE
TRIALS

Auroa School

CLASSIFIEDS

People who put in public
notices and display adverts
in the What’s On Section
for events are welcome to
additionally provide extra
editorial and photos FREE
OF CHARGE, to help
promote the event

Performing Arts Grants
Your invitation to share the dream
The Dame Malvina Major Foundation is proud to provide funding
opportunities to talented young Taranaki Performing Artists.
Applications are now being invited for the annual funding round,
closing at 5pm on Saturday 31 March 2018.
Grants are available in four categories to support the cost of
education, training, and development in the performing arts in
New Zealand or overseas.

Secondary: For Taranaki Secondary School Students aged

12-18 years.

Elite/Tertiary: For performers from Taranaki pursuing a

career in the performing arts through tertiary qualifications.

Group: For groups whose student members are based in
Taranaki and are providing training and/or development
opportunities in performing arts.

Primary School Aged Groups: For groups or

organisations based in Taranaki which support the training and
development of performing arts for primary aged children.
For an application pack and further information, please contact
Rebekah Lock on 06 757 3155 or email dmmf@staplestaranaki.co.nz

www.dmmfoundation.org.nz

JONATHAN YOUNG
Need to chat with your Local MP Jonathan Young?
Jonathan will now hold his meetings at Coastal Care. Refer advert for details.
For more information phone: 06 7591363
Or email newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Meet on the 1st Monday of each month.
OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
Second Sunday of each month at the Opunake Town Hall, 1-4pm. All welcome
SCHNITZEL NIGHT
Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
COASTALCARE – LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Wednesdays 9am - 5pm, for an appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
TAI CHI BASICS
Thursdays 9am – 10am at Coastal Care Community Room
NIGEL CLIFFE ACUPUNCTURE
Thursdays 11am-4pm at Coastalcare, Opunake.
CLUB HOTEL TEXAS HOLDEM POKER
Wednesday and Thursday Nights at the Club Hotel.
CLUB HOTEL POOL
Tuesday Nights. New players welcome.
OPUNAKE SURF INN
Every day free pool. Every Sunday afternoon. Pool comp
COASTAL YOUNG FARMERS
Meet 2nd Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling Club.
TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME, MANAIA
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
EGMONT EUCHRE CLUB
Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
CAPE EGMONT HISTORIC LIGHT & MUSEUM
Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea.
ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FRIDAY MARKETS
8am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.
PREGNANCY HELP TARANAKI
Is now in OPUNAKE! Are you pregnant? Do you have a baby or young family? To hear
more, like us on facebook www.facebook.com/preghelptaranaki/. Please come and meet us
and ﬁnd out how we may be able to help you.
OPUNAKE FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Meeting last Monday of each month in Opunake Town Hall at 1.30pm. All welcome.
TAINUI DAY CENTRE - 141 Tasman Street Opunake.
Each Monday at 10:00 12:30. $2 donation. Recreational & Social Friendship.To those
of more mature years. Come yourself or bring a friend. A warm welcome, have no fear.
Happiness & laughter we intend.
More information call Jenny 06 7618080 or Glenys 06 655802
MOVIES AT EVERYBODY’S THEATRE IN OPUNAKE
Playing several days and nights each week. Refer timetable and ad for details..
TRC GARDEN EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
February 4 to March 30
At Tupare and Pukeiti.
PUKEITI BUFFET LUNCH GARDEN TOUR
February 7 to March 30 at Pukeiti.
NATURAL PROGRESSION EXHIBITION AT THE VILLAGE GALLERY
February 12 to March 9.
THE WHEELHOUSE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTARY AND
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS WORKSHOPS
At various locations from February 15. Refer last issues advert for locations and times.
AUDITIONS FOR THE 1920’s MUSICAL ME’n’GUS
At the Lakeside Playhouse, Opunake. March 1 and March 3. Refer advert for details.
LOCALS NETBALL CLUB PREMIER THREE TRIALS
Thursday March 1 6pm, Wednesday March 7 6.30pm at the TSB Hub, Hawera. Refer advert
for details.
LIFE ON SUPERANNUATION SEMINAR
Budgeting in Your Retirement seminar to be held at Coastal Care, Opunake on March 2.
Refer advert for details.
BLUE LIES COLLABORATIVE EXHIBITION
‘Fluid Realms’ by Cathy Carter & ‘Homage’ from Amanda Hewlett. At Percy Thomson
Gallery in Stratford March 2 - 25. Refer advert.
‘BEING KNOWN’ SOLO EXHIBITION BY JANA BRANCA
At Percy Thomson Gallery, Miranda St in Stratford March 2 - 25. Refer advert.
J.D. REID GALLERY SHOWCASE 2018 ART EXHIBITION
Open March 3-April 7 (except Good Friday). Monday-Friday 10am-5pm. Saturday 10am3pm. Sunday 10am-2pm. At 33A Devon St, New Plymouth.
HOLLARD GARDENS FAMILY FUN DAY
Upper Manaia Rd, Kaponga on Sunday March 4. Refer advert for details.
ELTHAM SMALLBORE RIFLE CLUB AGM
Monday March 5, 7.30pm at Clubrooms. Refer advert for details.
OPUNAKE MUSIC WORKSHOP
7.30 March 6 at Coastal Care, Opunake. Refer advert for details.
FARMER’S GOLF DAY
Thursday March 8, 10am start. Rural Razzle Taranaki. Free entry, free lunch. Golfers and
non-golfers welcome. Enquiries contact Janet on janet@sporttaranaki.co.nz or on 027 226
0947.
MARKET MORNING
A variety of stalls, quilting, plants, wooden garden & wall decorations, posies & displays,
mosaics & other craft items, plus home baking & preserves and an Easter Rafﬂe. Saturday
March 10th 9am to midday at St Barnabas Church Hall and grounds, 141 Tasman St.
Opunake. LOOK for the OPEN FLAG
OPUNAKE DISTRICT RSA AGM
Saturday March 10, 6.30pm at the Opunake Fire Station. Refer advert for details.
MANAIA GOLF CLUB 18 HOLES AMBROSE
Sunday March 11. 10am shot gun start. Contacts Agi (06) 272 9132, Margaret 027 247
1946, 06 274 8614
ROADSAFE TARANAKI & NP AUTOCITY FREE DRIVER TRAINING
Egmont A&P Showgrounds, Hawera. Sat March 17 and Sunday March 18. Refer advert.
SALSA, BACHATA & ZOUK DANCE WORKSHOPS & PARTY
March 24 at Ferndale Hall, New Plymouth. Refer advert for details.
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Percy Thompson Gallery

Blues Lies & Being Known
March 2 – 25, 2018
Two
absorbing
and
revealing exhibitions open
at Percy Thomson Gallery
on Friday 2 March at 7pm.
One pays homage to water
in vivid new ways and the
other digs deep into the
human psyche.

water.
In the collaborative section
of the exhibition, paintings
and photographic work will
be exhibited side by side,
responding to these lines.

Taranaki artist Amanda
Hewlett and sister-in-law,
Auckland photographer
Cathy Carter have joined artistic forces in an exhibition
comprising three parts titled
‘Blue Lies’: paintings by
Hewlett in a collection entitled Homage, photographic
work by Carter grouped as
Fluid Realms, and a collaborative section where
each artist creates work in
response to statements about

Hewlett is an established
figure in the Taranaki art
community. She has lived in
New Plymouth for 23 years
and has exhibited regularly
throughout the region.
Her ‘Homage’ paintings respond to words written more
than 150 years ago by Wiremu Kingi Te Rangitake, still
valid for all people separated
from their turangawaewae:
‘...lest we resemble sea-birds
which perch upon a rock,
when the tide ﬂows, the rock
is covered by the sea, and the

Percy Thomson Gallery,
with
the
generous
sponsorship
of
TSB
Community
Trust,
is
mounting a Taranaki-based
competition and exhibition
for young emerging visual

artists.
‘The TSB Community
Trust Award for Young
Taranaki Artists’ aims to
empower and encourage the
creative talents of young,
aspiring and emerging

birds take ﬂight, for they have
no resting place.’
“I’m
interested
in
what deﬁnes us as New
Zealanders, the stories we
tell ourselves, and the spaces
and places we map and
create,” says Hewlett.
Carter’s ‘Fluid Realms’
features nine large-scale photographs that explore bodies
of water as physical, cultural,
social and unique environmental ‘landscapes’. Carter’s
practice investigates our often complex psychological
relationship to water through
different perspectives and
geographical locations to create new ways of experiencing
these spaces.
Members of the public are

Jana Branca, oil on canvas
asked to bring in water samples, literally from anywhere,
in a small glass screw-top jar,
labelled with date and collection point, for a mass display
in the gallery.
The second exhibition by
expat South African ﬁne

artist Jana Branca explores
the notion of ‘Being Known’
through a series of dynamic
portraits.
Branca completed a degree
in Fine Arts at the University
of Pretoria in 2008. She
worked as a full-time

TSB Community Trust Emergence Award 2018
March 29 – April 29, 2018

Blue Lies

artists from Taranaki, while
providing a showcase for
their works.
The artist must be born in
Taranaki, live in Taranaki,
or have attended secondary
school in Taranaki and be 15

The supreme winner will be
announced at a special prizegiving award ceremony at
the gallery on Thursday 29
March at 7pm.
The winner will receive

$2000 and a special trophy
designed and made by
Taranaki glass artist Richard
Landers. Several other
prizes are being offered.
Gallery director, Rhonda
Bunyan, believes it is crucial
to initiate positive outcomes/

experience for budding
young artists in the region,
providing a platform for
them to share their talent
with the wider community.
The experience of showing
work in a public setting
can engender pride and
conﬁdence.

Stratford Art Society
May 4 – 27, 2018

A COLLABORATIVE EXHIBITION

FLUID REALMS
HOMAGE

to 26 years on 23 February
2018.

artist and enjoyed giving
art classes in her studio
until she relocated to New
Zealand with her husband
and two boys in 2016.
In this exhibition, Jana
is exploring the notion of
‘Being Known’ through a
series of portraits. Branca
is drawn to the tension of
creating an impression of
something or someone,
whilst
celebrating
the
mediums used as the ‘fabric’
of the impression - the paint,
the brush and the canvas.
Her painting process involves building the picture
plane with brush strokes,
whilst leaving parts of the
canvas undeveloped emulating the effect that the
progression of time has on
our ‘character’. She aims to
enable the viewer to trace
her brush, offering them a
‘window’ into the past whilst
illuminating the obscurity of
it. Her constructional process
further allures to the manner
in which situations and moments in life might inﬂuence,
build and shape us.

CATHY CARTER
AMANDA HEWLETT
Homage to
Wiremu Kingi Te
Rangitake 2017,
Amanda Hewlett

The Stratford Art Society
twice-yearly exhibitions
provide the community with
an opportunity to afﬁrm that
the arts are indeed ﬂourishing
in our district.

exhibition provides a
plethora of artistic mediums
and forms; photography,
painting, creative fibre,
pottery, embroidery,
upcycled art treasures etc.

This vibrant, energetic

The large body of work

resonates with a wide
audience.
The Stratford Art Society
upholds a reputation of
high quality work, featuring
diverse skill sets and has
something for every taste.

The Club Hotel - Opunake

Bathers Waikiki # 3,
Cathy Carter

MARCH 2 - 25, 2018

You are warmly invited to the opening celebration of these two
outstanding exhibitions on Friday 2 March at 7pm

BEING
KNOWN
Lucky Luke, Jana Branca detail

First solo exhibition in
New Zealand by South African
fine artist

Jana Branca

We have
re-opened the
Restaurant!

Open Wed
to Sun,
5pm to
8.30pm

Lunch: Fri, Sat, Sun
11.30am to 1.30pm

Please book in your lunch reservations

Ph 06 761 8213
100 TASMAN STREET
OPUNAKE
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Win lands Eugenia a dream trip
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It’s all about the desserts this

Valentines Day

What’s On

Scottish Lover $10

Chocolate whiskey mousse with a shortbread heart and
whipped cream

HEADFIRST

Sweethearts Dessert $10

band
Saturday March 10 2018
from 9pm

Individual lemon tart with raspberry coulis, cream and ice-cream

Chocolate Romance Platter for 2 $20

Shots of white chocolate panacotta, chocolate profiteroles,
chocolate dipped strawberries and chocolate brownie hearts.

Piper Heidsieck Champagne Special $45
To accompany your dessert, 375ml bottle usual retail $65

1133 Main South Rd, Oakura
Phone 06 752 7765 - www.butlersreef.co.nz

Come and see
our selection of
Engagement Rings

Up to
50%
off
Winning photo.
New Plymouth’s Eugenia Llentilin is off on her
dream holiday after winning
a $2,000 Air New Zealand
travel voucher in NPDC’s
TSB Festival of Lights photo
competition.
Llentilin, originally from
Uruguay, entered a photo her
partner took of her standing
under the disco balls.
The #letyourlightshine com-

petition encouraged people
to post their ‘light shining
moments’ at the seven-week
festival to either Facebook or
Instagram using the hashtag
#letyourlightshine.
A ﬁnalist was chosen each
week with all seven photos
being put on the TSB Festival of Lights Facebook
page to determine the crowd
favourite.

Llentilin says she was over
the moon when she heard she
had won.
“We have no words, it’s just
incredible. My partner and I
have always had the dream
of going to a tropical island,
and now it’s going to become
real. Thank you so much, we
are so happy.”
More than 250 entries were
received across both Face-

book and Instagram. Entries
included images of the lighting features, Summer Scene
and Summer Seniors events
and the On-Stage entertainment.

To advertise call 06 761 7016

Guinness now on tap
at the Good Home

The Good Home now has
this most famous of Irish
beers on tap.
Call in today to try
this distinctly flavoursome and healthy brew
in our relaxed Home.

Studies claim that Guinness
can be beneﬁcial to the heart.
“Researchers found that
antioxidant compounds’ in
the Guinness, similar to those
found in certain fruits and
vegetables, are responsible

Call in for a pint of Guinness at The Good Home.

for the health benefits because they slow down the
deposit of harmful cholesterol on the artery walls.”
(Wikipedia)
Loyalty Cards have arrived at the Good Home
If you haven›t signed up for
one of our loyalty cards yet,
please come in a sign-up today.
We will be having special
rewards for all our loyalty
card holders. Just swipe your
card every time you come in
and make a purchase to accumulate rewards and keep
an eye out for member only
specials.

Visiting New Plymouth?
Call in to The Good Home

Steaks, pizzas, salads, fish and chips and more!
Delicious desserts!
Great range of cold beers and wines.
We have all your bases covered.
Open for brunch, lunch and dinner.
Proud supporters of the Coast!
21 Ariki Street | www.thegoodhomenp.co.nz | 06 7584740
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Explore Nelson for a weekend escape

Originair is the only airline
offering you direct flights
between Nelson and New
Plymouth (50 minutes) and
Nelson and Palmerston North
(40 minutes).
It’s never been easier to fly
between the Top of the South
and the North Island than now
with Originair. Experience
all that is extraordinary in the
top of the South. Whether
you are interested in arts,
culture, cycling, adventure
sports, music or culinary
experiences, there’s a variety
of activities and events for
you to enjoy.

We can also cater for your
charter and group bookings,
sports teams, business trips,
conferences, and tours as
well. The airline is Nelsonbased, New Zealand owned
and operated, and operates
regional point-to-point travel.
Originair is a dedicated,
professional passenger airline
operation, directly linking
the centres with a customer
responsive schedule.
Parents can also rest
assured knowing that their
precious cargo will arrive
at their destination with
our unaccompanied minor

SALSA, BACHATA & ZOUK
DANCE WORKSHOPS & PARTY

with Talita Tavares from Brazil
24 March, 11.30 - 4.15pm
Party 7 - 12am
@ Ferndale Hall, Barry St, NP
$85pp early bird �ll 9 March
$95pp from 10 March
For Beginners & Levels 1-2 Salsa dancers
Reg@ www.taranakidance.co.nz
or contact Maria 027 727 1749

service (7-12) years old.
You can also bring your
beloved pet with you on
holiday or bring your new
family member home with
our Pet Transportation
service.
Originair has teamed up
with the Thrifty Car Rental
Company to offer you an
exclusive deal on their wide
range of rental cars at all three
destinations: Nelson, New
Plymouth and Palmerston
North. Perfect for business
or holiday travellers.
The deal includes 10%
discount and 25 cents per
litre off fuel for AA members.
Originair’s fleet include
British Aerospace Jetstream
31 and 32 aircraft. With
18 leather seats, a 2 x 1
seat configuration with an
off-set aisle with stand-up
head room, these aircraft are
ideally suited to the Originair
operation.
The aircraft have a
pressurised cabin with twin
turbo prop engines and are

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Fly between the Top of the South and the North Island with Originair
flown by a two-pilot crew. and comfortable service. 9:40am. Friday and Sunday:
With about 500 Jetstream’s Book now at www.originair. 5:00pm
flying worldwide, these nz
Nelson to New Plymouth.
British Aerospace aircraft
Nelson to Palmerston North. W e d n e s d a y : 1 1 : 2 0 a m .
a r e r e n o w n e d i n m a n y Monday and Wednesday: F r i d a y a n d S u n d a y :
countries for their comfort 8:20am. Friday and Sunday: 12:20pm.
and reliability. Fly with 3:40pm
New Plymouth to Nelson.
Originair to your destination
Palmerston North to Nelson. Wednesday: 12:50pm.
and experience a direct, fast Monday and Wednesday: Friday and Sunday: 1:50pm

Learning Brazilian
dance from an expert
Maria Cashmore of the
Taranaki Partner Dance
Community is proud to host
Talita Tavares’ upcoming
workshops for beginner and
experienced dancers who
would like to learn, add and
improve their Salsa, Bachata
and Zouk dance techniques
and style.
Talita Tavares, was born
in Goiânia, Brazil. She
trained for salsa, zouk, forró,
bolero, tango and samba
at the prestigious Jaime
Arôxa Dance School in Rio
de Janiero and for Bachata
and Cuban Salsa in Spain.
She specializes in zouk,
samba, salsa and bachata.

With more than 13 years of
experience and studies, Talita
has a lot to contribute to
dancing in New Zealand. One
of her goals is for the world
to see the best that Brazil has
to show.
The workshops will be held
on Saturday March 24 at the
Ferndale Hall, Barry Street,
New Plymouth from 11.30
am to 4.15 pm and would
conclude with a dance party
from 7 pm to 12 am.
No experience or partner
is required. The early bird
fee until March 9 is $85
per dancer. From March 10
onwards, the cost will be $95

per dancer, so register and
pay early. The fee includes
workshops and dance party
(covers 2-hours of dance
classes, social dancing, light
supper, hot and cold drinks).
For more information and
to register, go to
www.taranakidance.co.nz
or contact Maria on 027 727
1749.
Like the Facebook Page:
Taranaki Partner Dance
Community to receive
notifications for dance
classes, workshops, parties
and other community events.

FREE Driver Training

2 hour practical sessions to help young or
inexperienced drivers gain better driving skills.

Egmont A & P Grounds, Hawera (Burnside Ave)
Sat 17 and Sun 18 March
9.30am to 4pm
Practical driving lessons with NZ Advanced Driver Training,
including NZV8 Championship driner Phil Blythe.
Cars will be supplied for the driving sessions.
For more information or to book a spot
email roadsafe.taranaki@stdc.govt.nz, text your name to
Marion on 027 279 2662 or call 0800 111 323.
Complete the course and be in to win one of 12 places on a full
day Advanced Driving Course at Manfield Raceway in Feilding.

NZ ﬂavour at Everybody’s

In March Everybody’s
Theatre are showing two
new release New Zealand
ﬁlms. Broken and Hibiscus
& Ruthless.
Broken is based on the true
1830’s story of a Ngati Hau
chieftain and his daughter,
who was murdered by a
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marauding tribe, She always
carried her Gospel of Luke
which was also stolen. The
story has been adapted to suit
the present day and is shot in
Gisborne. Logan is an exgang leader left the gang to
raise his daughter, Tori. She
of course is murdered, and

Logan must choose between
forgiveness or revenge as
things quickly escalate
towards a gang war.
Broken has already hit the
information channels and
the big screen with mixed
reviews, people either love
it or they don’t, those who
don’t are mainly due to
its Christian content. It is
presented by City Impact
Church and writer/director/

pastor Terry Mortlock,
although Mortlock says
he “never set out to make
a Christian movie for
Christians.”
Broken is Everybody’s
Theatre Boutique movie on
March 4 at 7pm. Tickets at
Sinclairs Electrical or via
email everybodystheatre@
gmail.com and internet
banking. Other screenings
are on Wednesday March 7

As a Fund Raising venture
for the Church, we are holding
a market morning
in the Church Hall and using
the Grounds. We open at 9
am and will run through to
12 pm. You will ﬁnd us at
141 Tasman Street Opunake.
Look for the open ﬂag on
Saturday March 10.
This is a completely new
idea. We trust many folk
will pop in and be tempted to
purchase. Many talented local
people are selling their wares,
plus St Barnabas has its own
stall. If weather permits we
will have gazebos on the
lawn. An Easter Rafﬂe is on
the agenda.
For folk who usually
attend our Annual Fair in
November, this is a different
concept, The annual fair had

been completely run by St
Barnabas, but the market
morning will include other
people who can participate
at a small charge for table/
space, giving our buying
visitors much more variety.
As it is Taranaki Anniversary
weekend, we hope to attract
some people from outside our
town, as well as our lovely
Opunakians.
We look forward to seeing
you on March 10. Although
I know we need rain, we
trust the morning of the 10th
will be dry and sunny with
no wind.

Market morning
at St Barnabas

at 7pm and Friday March 10
at 7pm.
Hibiscus & Ruthless is a
great comedy and tells the
story of a young, intelligent,
Samoan woman, Hibiscus
who is trying to obey her
mother’s strict rules in
her last year of university.
Hibiscus wants to obey her
mother’s rules; no going out
and no boyfriends, but this
gets harder and harder as
guys go all out to impress the
untouchable Hibiscus. Ruth
a.k.a Ruthless is completely
the opposite and always goes
out, has had many boyfriends
and has been her bestie
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since childhood. Ruthless
is enlisted to keep the many
suitors at bay, assist Hibiscus
to stay on track and obey
her mother’s rules. It is a
heart-warming, really funny
movie, depicting Paciﬁc life
in New Zealand and telling
the tale of coming of age.
Critics have said “Hibiscus
& Ruthless is an entertaining
comedy with a strong sense
of character and an even
stronger sense of humour.”
Screening at Everybody’s
theatre Wednesday March 14
at 7pm and Saturday March
17 at 7pm – tickets at the
theatre.

MARKET MORNING

Variety of Stalls
Plants, Quilting,
Posies & floral displays,
Wooden garden & wall decorations,
Mosaics & Crafts,
Wool, Felting, Scarves,
Bags, Soap, Baking, etc
Easter Raffle

Maureen Martins
St Barnabas Anglican
Church
Administrator and
Treasurer

Saturday March 10th 9am - 12pm
St Barnabas Church Hall and Grounds
141 Tasman Street, Opunake
Look for the ‘Open’ flag’

CoastalCare

Health and Community Centre
Some of the regular services we currently
have running are:

DID YOU KNOW?

CoastalCare offers for hire, quiet,
private, well-appointed room's for
meetings, training opportunities and
social gatherings. This will seat up
to 60 people or it has the flexibility
to be divided into two smaller
rooms. The facilities include a
lounge area & kitchenette for selfservice of coffees and tea
Permanently residing in the
building are:
OPUNAKE PHARMACY,
OPUNAKE MEDICAL CENTRE,
ST. JOHNS AMBULANCE,
PLUNKET,
HEALTH BOARD SERVICES.
CONTACT:
ARETHA LEMON,
Manager
on 06 761 8488

COASTAL PRINTERS
Wednesday and Friday 9am - 5pm
TAYLOR DENTAL PRACTICE
Offering full dental services every Thursday
from hygiene treatments to dentures
FOODBANK
Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm
LISA KEEN - AUDIOLOGY
Every 2nd Wednesday
ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC
Every Thursday afternoon.
TAI CHI - NIGEL CLIFFE
Every Thursday, 9am-10am
BUDGET ADVICE
By appointment
TARANAKI PODIATRY
Every 3rd Tuesday
HAUMIRI MASSAGE
Every 1st Thursday
COUNSELLING
Various providers and specialties including,
relationships, drugs, alcohol, quit smoking,
change support, family violence and anger
management
DAIRY NZ
once a month course
PARENT COFFEE & PLAY GROUP
Every 2nd Thursday 10am-12.30pm.
All parents welcome (supported by Plunket)

Opunake - MOVIES - BOUTIQUE THEATRE – HIRE

For information email: everybodystheatre@gmail.com or check facebook- Everybody’s Theatre
Check out our website at www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 3837926
MARCH 2018

Lollies, Popcorn, Ice-creams, Chocolate bars,
Coffee & Tea For Sale
No Eft-Pos

THE POST
Drama, Thriller, True Story| 1hr 56mins
|M: Language A thrilling drama about
the unlikely partnership between The
Washington Post’s Katharine Graham,
the first female publisher of a major
American newspaper, and editor Ben
Bradlee, as they race to expose a
massive cover-up of government
secrets
Fri 2nd Mar 7pm|Wed 7th Mar 7pm|Wed 14th Mar 1pm
BROKEN
Drama| 1 hr 37mins|M: Violence
An ex-gang leader must choose
between forgiveness or revenge when
his daughter is murdered by an old rival
gang. The tale is inspired by the true
New Zealand story of a young girl who
was murdered by a marauding tribe in
the mid 1800’s.
Sun 4th Mar 7pm|Wed 7th Mar 1pm|Fri 10th Mar 7pm
HIBISCUS AND RUTHLESS
Drama, Fantasy 2hr 3mins | R16
Comedy| 1 hr 36mins|PG
Following Hibiscus, a young woman
who tries to keep her head down in
university work. However, with young
men looking to impress her, she calls
on her rugged friend Ruth for guidance.
Wed 14th Mar 7pm| Sat 17th Mar 7pm
TAD JONES THE HERO RETURNS
Adventure, Animated, Kids, Comedy| 1 hr
25mins|G
Tad Jones, the most awkward explorer,
must rescue his beloved Sara from a
millionaire who is looking for King
Midas' necklace.
Sat 17th Mar 1pm|Sat 31st Mar 1pm.
Wed

Fri
2
The Post – 7pm

7
Broken - 1 pm
The Post - 7pm
14
The Post - 1pm
Hibiscus & Ruthless - 7pm

9
Mollys Game - 7pm
16
Black Panther - 7pm

Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs $8, Under 4 free
Senior Citizens $8.
ID required for all R movies
MOLLY’S GAME
Drama, True Story |2 hr 20mins
R13: Violence, drug use, language
Based on the real-life misadventures of
Molly Bloom. In the late 2000s Bloom
established a high-stakes, international
poker game that attracted billionaires,
Hollywood elite, and eventually the FBI.
Sat 3rd Mar 7pm|Fri 9th Mar 7pm
Sun 11th Mar 7pm
BLACK PANTHER
Drama Sci Fi, Action|2hrs 14mins
M: Violence
After the death of his father, T’Challa
returns home to the isolated,
technologically advanced African nation
to succeed to the throne and take his
rightful place as king. But when a
powerful old enemy reappears,
T’Challa’s mettle as king—and Black
Panther—is tested. Fri 16th Mar 7pm|Wed 21st Mar 7pm
THE JUNGLE BUNCH
Adventure, Animated, Comedy, Kids 1hr
37mins |G
Maurice may look like a penguin but
he's a real tiger inside! Raised by a
tigress, he's the clumsiest Kung-Fu
master ever. Along with his friends, The
Jungle Bunch, he intends to maintain
order in the jungle
Sat 10th Mar 1pm|Sat 24th Mar 1pm
FIFTY SHADES FREED
Drama|1hr 05mins | R16: Violence,
Language, Sex scenes
Believing they have left behind shadowy
figures from their past, newlyweds
Christian and Ana fully embrace an
inextricable connection and life of
luxury. But new threats jeopardise their
happy ending before it even begins
Sun 18th Mar 7pm|Wed 21st Mar 1pm
Sat
Sun
3
4 *** Boutique***
Ferdinand – 1pm
Broken – 7pm
Mollys Game – 7pm
10
11
The Jungle bunch - 1pm
Mollys Game - 7pm
Broken - 7pm
17
18
Tad the lost Explorer - 1pm
Fifty Shades Freed - 7pm
Hibiscus & Ruthless - 7pm
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Snow White and the half dozen dwarfs

The cast of Snow White and the Half Dozen Dwarfs line up for a photo shoot following the first rehearsal.
Auditions have been held, writer Ewen Starkey from an cast is made up almost en“Everyone who turned up
the cast has been named original script by William tirely of children.
got a part,” added Chloe,
and rehearsals are underway Taylor. Co-directors Helen
“We put in the audition “From Snow White herself to
for Opunake Players next Duff and Chloe Danz have notice 5 to 95 year olds a talking tree, there was room
production Snow White and added their own slant to the wanted. We got the five year for everybody.”
The Half Dozen Dwarfs. This story, as well as some song old, but although we got lots
One of the reasons the ditongue in cheek adaptation and dance numbers. What in between, we didn’t get the rectors were keen to do Snow
of a classic fairy tale has makes this production even 95er,” said Helen, obviously White and the Half Dozen
been adapted by Taumarunui more interesting is that the pleased with the turn out.
Dwarfs was that it gave an

Auditions to be held for Me’n’Gus”
Mark and Gus return from
the First World War to an
uncertain future. But things
start looking up when they
each buy a farm on the slopes
of Mount Egmont. Yep, this
farming life is just the caper.

The two girls down the road
aren’t bad either. But things
don’t always go as planned.
Can Mark make a go of farming? Will the reluctant Violet
fall for Gus’ charms? And
how does shooting a milk

stealing dog help ones love
life anyway?
So says the blurb
for Opunake Players July
production Me’n’Gus. This
tale of farming life in 1920s
Taranaki has been written

by Paul Andersen-Gardiner,
with music by Jo Doolan and
Helen Duff. It’s based on the
novel Gus Tomlins by Frank
S. Anthony, who wrote the
original stories about his time
on a farm he was balloted to
when he returned from the
war. And Opunake Players
need you to bring the story
to life in what will be a world
premiere.
Director Lynelle Kuriger
is holding auditions on two
dates at the beginning of
March.
“I’m really excited about
this show,” says Lynelle.

opportunity for local children
to get on stage.
“We wanted to give young
talent an opportunity to have
stage experience, as well as
an eye to the future of drama
in Opunake,” said Helen.
“Who knows? There may be
a future Tom Hanks or Meryl

“Not just because of the
great opportunity for cast
members, but also for its local
flavour. Although it’s set in
the Midhirst area, Opunake
does get a mention.”
Two males and two females
are required for the lead roles,
as well as a non-singing lead
who plays the father of the female characters and a chorus
of many. Auditions are being
held at the Lakeside Playhouse on Thursday March 1
at 7pm and Saturday March
3 from 12 to 2pm. For more
information, see the audition
notice in the edition or phone
Lynelle 027 337 8899.

Growers and Makers

MARKET DAY
Sunday March 18th

10am - 2pm

Streep among them. But for
now, it’s local kids having
fun putting on a show.”
Playing dates are April 19th
to 22nd, with matinees on the
21st and 22nd. Booking details
will be available closer to
the date.

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Mountain
Bike, Kayak
and
Paddle Board
Hire
Fun to share with
friends and family
8.30am to 4pm

Ph: 06 758 9133

