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Seven districts one celebration
On Taranaki Anniversary
weekend the weather came
to the party as Auroa and districts celebrated 125 years.
Although geared to commemorating the opening of
the ﬁrst school at Auroa then
known as Ratanui) in 1891,
there was also a focus on
celebrating the surrounding
districts, Awatuna, Makaka,
Otakeho, Pihama and Oeo,
whose schools have since
closed, and now send their
children to Auroa School.
Three hundred and fifty
people registered for the
weekend, the oldest was Flora ards nee uff who had
recently celebrated her 99th
birthday. She started at Auroa
School in 1922, and recalled a
time when children swum in
the river after school, as there
were no swimming baths.
She remembers playing
equipment being installed
when she was in “Standard
Five or Six.” Before then
they were left to devise their
own entertainment. Among
the teachers she recalls are a
Miss Heal and a Miss Farquhar, with Mr Larkham and Mr
Brown as headmasters.
The official proceedings
began on the Friday with
a service conducted by the
ev avid elf in the Auroa
Hall to remember those from
Auroa and the surrounding
districts who had fallen in the
two world wars.
“I’ve always had a soft
spot in my heart for Auroa,
Oeo and Otakeho,” Mr Self
said. He recalled taking Bible
in School lessons at these
schools, and taking services
at the Auroa Church across
the road from the War Memorial Hall.
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Bert Sandford cuts the cake.
Prayers were said, and
Whanganui MP Chester
Borrows read from Isaiah.
Everyone then left the hall to
brave a windy afternoon for
the march to the cenotaph at
the corner of Skeet and Auroa
Roads.
The Ode was recited in both
English and Te Reo, and 14
wreaths were laid, including
wreaths laid by representatives of each of the seven
districts taking part in the
weekend celebrations. Pupils
from Auroa School laid 198
poppies in memory of the
fallen.
Leading the procession was
piper Andy avy who had
been a member of the Auroa
Highland Pipe Band. He was
kilted in the ac uff tartan
in honour of im uff who
was regarded as the band’s
founder.
“I’ve been playing the pipes
since I was 15, and I’m 73
now. I played in 5 Battalion
for a while when I was doing
my national service,” he said.
The Auroa Highland Pipe
Band had been founded in
1923, and disbanded in 2000.
uring orld ar II it had

See us online at www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

gone into recess for a time because so many members had
been called up for military
service. One of the ﬁrst from
Auroa to be killed was Gunner J.Skinner, who had been
a drummer with the band,
killed by a Stuka dive bomber
in the estern esert.
After a mix and mingle on
Friday night, fine weather
greeted the parade on Saturday morning. Led by a
pipe band, floats, vintage
machinery and larger trucks,
the kilometre-long parade
made its way from Sandfords to the Auroa School.
Among the floats was one
from Otakeho, remembering
their school which had closed
in 2001. The Auroa School,
Kaponga Rugby Club and
Awatuna Play Centre were
among others with oats in
the parade. Stephen Muggeridge, a regular at events
such as this, was there with
his Clydesdale horses.
Also there was Ross Allen
of Stratford with the 1942 M3
Stuart tank he has owned for
the last 20 years and completely restored from scratch,
even to the extent of install-

ing a seven cylinder Radial
aircraft engine.
It is believed to be one of
only three left in the country.
“We did have over 300 in
New Zealand at one time, but
they have all been scrapped or
shot,” he said.
This tank had been used for

training purposes, and never
fired a shot in anger. The
men trained on these in New
Zealand would have gone on
to serve on other Stuart tanks,
or on Shermans, which were
unavailable here at that time.
Continued page 14 and 15

PRODUCE SPECIAL

10kg Potatoes
$9.99
Valid from 23 March to 3 April 2016

Buy your Cadbury Easter products
here and be in the draw to win a

$130
Hamper!
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Fire station carparks are disappearing
It is extremely difﬁcult to
understand the reasoning
behind the South Taranaki
District Council’s move to
take away the parking area
in front of the ﬁre station.
For the past 36 years there
has been an advisory sign
saying “Fire Service Parking
Only.” For 36 years ﬁre
ﬁghters have “nosed” their
vehicles towards the fence
when responding to a call.
For 36 years they have

parked in the same zone on
practice nights because it
keeps the vehicles out of our
training area (between the
new medical centre and the
station).
This area may look like a
carpark but it is used for a
variety of training scenarios.
Firstly, there are usually
two ﬁre appliances parked
in there so we can access
the required equipment for
whatever exercise we may

RENTAL VEHICLES
• CARS••CHARTER
VANS
BUSES

be training on. If we are
practising with breathing
apparatus( B.A.), we will
have a smoke machine
operating in the station
and the courtyard will
become the staging area.
This requires large areas
termed hot and cold zones,
an area for replenishing the
cylinders, and an area for the
safety ofﬁcer and the B.A.
entry ofﬁcer to operate.
If we are putting our vehicle
extrication equipment to
work, we require a good
size area to stage the
“accident” vehicles, park
the appliances, set up the
hydraulic cutting gear, set

up a “rubbish dump” for cut
parts and so on. At the end
of a night we can have 3-4
vehicles that we have dealt
to, and these have to stay in
the area until we can dispose
of them.
Often we wash hoses using
the ﬁre hydrant in the
courtyard and stretch them
out on the ground for a day or
two to dry out. This restricts
the area until one or two of
our volunteers have time to
go down and roll them up.
We must also remember our
Fire Support van and trailer
must have room to get in
and out of this area at any
time of the day or night,

because they are housed in
the garage at the rear of the
site. The van is often used
to “run” the deﬁbrillator and
oxygen equipment to the
ever increasing Purple Code
calls we are receiving, and
when this happens, we have
to move extra quickly as it is
a life or death situation. We
certainly don’t have time to
reconﬁgure vehicles in the
courtyard so we can get out.
The STDC have decided to
put a 40 metre long, high
kerb along the front of the
station, and as a result,

we can no longer use the
front of the station to park.
This has taken away 16 car
parks which were close to
the station and very user
friendly. From now on, many
responding ﬁre ﬁghters will
have to park on the bowling
club side of King Street, and
if the ﬁrst appliance is on
its way, they will possibly
have to dodge it when
making their way to man
the next appliance. This has
now created an extremely

daughters. The sons of God
line had sons. In Genesis 6
v2 it says, the sons of God
saw the daughters of men
and took wives of those that
they chose. In other words
the two lines crossed. That
was what caused God to
bring the Flood and shorten
life spans. Sure Noah still
lived 950 years, but all the
following generations lived
shorter and shorter lives.
(Read Genesis 11)
Mankind
now
lives

between 70 and 80 years,
with a very few reaching 100
plus.
It isn’t God’s will that any
should perish, so He has
another world, yet to come,
where there is no death, no
sickness, no evil. This is
heaven. The way to get there
is through faith.
However, it needed a perfect
replacement to correct our
wrong birth in this life.
So God became a man. He
had nothing of Satan in Him.
Yes, He was born of a woman,
but she was no more than an
incubator. Jesus never called
Mary His mother. He was the
second Adam, a new line.
Being perfect He should not
have to die, for the wages of
sin is death. In Jesus there is
no sin. But the religious and
the political leaders had Him
killed.
God’s innocent life replaces
all our guilty ones, if we
believe.
And that is what Easter
made possible. (1 Corinthians
15 v22 & v45)
Richard Oliver
Pastor Eltham Message
Church
www.messagechurch.com

Continued page 3
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ALUMINIUM SCAFFOLDING
FOR HIRE
$35 per day, $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE

Petrol 3000 psi 15L/minC
Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120,Weekend
$130. Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.
Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey or Christine at

PICKERING MOTORS
11 TENNYSON ST OPUNAKE PH (06) 761-8363
0800 22 11 20 Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

MEETINGS:
Sundays at 38 Tayler Street,
Eltham at 10.30am.
Phone 06 764 7358
for other Bible Studies.

Eltham Message Church
Pastor Richard Oliver

We are an independent Bible Believing Church
All are most welcome
www.messagechurch.com
www.messgechurch.com

Registered ofﬁce:

Birth

BBC:
BBC: Genesis does not say
that Cain was from Satan,
but the Bible does say so in
1 John 3 v12.
If we want a certain type of
calf, then we have to have the
right cow and the right bull
mated. What its parents were
makes a massive difference
to the calf.
How can Cain be a
murderer and a liar if his
parents were both from
God? How did those evil
tendencies get there? They

could only be introduced by
a different father.
The Bible says that Eve is
the mother of all living. It
never says that Adam was
the father of all.
Finally, Cain was a
murderer and a liar. In
John 8 v44, it clearly says
that the devil was a liar
and a murderer from the
beginning. A son will carry
traits of his father.
But there is more. The
children of Satan’s line had
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dangerous situation for the
drivers and ﬁre ﬁghters
crossing the road.
This parking problem could
have been eliminated if a
drive up kerb had been used
instead of the high version.
By drive up kerb I mean
the type that is used at most
residential entrance ways,
and used next door at the St
Johns/Medical Centre car
park entrance.
We approached the STDC
to ask for the logic behind
this style of kerb and were
informed that the area
between the front fence
and the road was deemed a
footpath and they would be
creating a situation whereby
ﬁre ﬁghters would be
breaking the law by parking
on a footpath. When asked
was this footpath being
extended from the ﬁre station
to link up with the Havelock
Street footpath, the answer
was “No it wasn’t. Maybe
one day, but not now”.
I don’t know if we should be
happy or sad that one person
in the STDC has decided to
take temptation away from
3 volunteer ﬁre ﬁghters
and ﬁre support members
and created a kerb to stop

us from breaking the law
by parking on a, so called,
footpath. A “footpath that
leads to nowhere.” I would
ﬁnd it very surprising if we
received a ticket for illegally
parking on a footpath at
2 o’clock on a Sunday
morning just after we have
extracted someone from an
upturned vehicle.
It should be remembered, we
are all volunteers, we take
our role in the community
very seriously, and we
want to respond as quickly
as we can. I would have
thought the STDC would
be helping us in any way
they could, and not creating
a major inconvenience. I
would have also thought
there should have been some
consultation regarding the
situation and how it may
affect our members. After
all, we are often reminded
of their Mission Statement:
”Council will lead with
fairness and integrity, and
work to inspire a vibrant and
caring spirit of community,
while remaining an efﬁcient
and sensitive provider of
services and facilities.”
There are a few words I
could have highlighted in
that statement: fairness,
caring spirit of community,

and efﬁcient. I m not sure if
these have been taken into
account.
Where to from here? Initially,
we would like someone from
Council to visit the site and
have a korero with us. We
would then like to see the
kerbing modiﬁed so we can
nose up to the fence and
gain our 16 car parks back,
any thoughts about our
members breaking the law
by parking on an imaginary
footpath disappear, and a
box or two of beer arrive at
the station for the stress and
inconvenience that has been
caused.
This was written by the
secretary of the Opunake
Volunteer Fire Brigade and
is a re ection of how he
views the situation.
Beau Le Prou.
Opunake
South Taranaki District
Roading Manager, Vincent
Lim, replies:
First I would like to
apologise to Mr Le Prou for
our lack of communication
with the Fire Brigade and
reassure him that no car
parks outside the ﬁre station
are going to disappear. Once
the work on the footpath,

kerb and channel is ﬁnished
angled car parks will be
painted on the road so the
brigade volunteers can
continue to park outside the
ﬁre station.
ing treet is
a wide street and there is
plenty of room for both the
footpath and angle parking.
The reason the work was
undertaken was in response
to concerns from members
of the community that
the existing footpath was
breaking up and needed
to be replaced. Part of the
reason for this was the lack
of a good kerb and channel
to get rid of rainwater.
However once the decision
to replace the footpath
had been made, there
should have been better
communication with the Fire
Brigade so they knew what
our plans were. Several of
my Council colleagues are
volunteer ﬁreﬁghters and I
have nothing but admiration
for the commitment and
professionalism our ﬁre
service provides. I am more

than happy to meet with
Brigade representatives to
discuss the project so that

LOCKSMITHS

For your

Lock Repairs
New Installs
Key Cuts
Car Lockouts
Farmers, Townies or Industrial!
491 St Aubyn St, Moturoa, New Plymouth

Phone:06-751 0900
www.thelocksmith.co.nz
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A holiday home owner responds to Council column
I read with interest the
comments made by Ian
Armstrong in his column. If
he has only just realised that
a good number of houses
in Opunake are holiday
homes he obviously doesn’t
visit his town very often.
We are one of those non
contributing holiday home
owners. We built our house
10 years ago and feel part of
the community. Other bach
owners contribute ﬁrstly by
buying houses and helping
maintain a thriving real estate
market. A number of these
houses would otherwise end
up empty and vandalised.
Holiday home owners are
proud of their bach and
maintain them in good
order, adding to the appeal
of Opunake. True we are
not ambulance volunteers,
there are only 16 of them
in town which leaves a lot
of the other 1374 citizens
doing nothing. We don’t
volunteer for the ﬁre brigade
either, but nor do 1361
Opunake residents, though
some of the ﬁrepersons
are farmers and live out of
town, which means more
non volunteering citizens.
Which days do you spend
on the ambulance or with the
ﬁre brigade r Armstrong
We do have house insurance
which helps pay for the ﬁre
service. When we go to the

theatre we pay an entrance
fee just like everyone else.
We don’t volunteer at the
Surf Club either, though
we do use their services
by swimming between the
ags.
e also support
the Lakeside Theatre, the
swimming pool, local shops,
and eat out on a regular
basis. We contribute to the
Lions Club, the Golf course,
the Beach Carnival and the
Rest Home garden party.
Does he plan to impose a
levy on all citizens who are
not volunteers and repeat
this in Hawera, Ohawe,
Patea etc.? Who is going
to decide which causes are
worthy of members avoiding
the levy, and which ones will
be penalised? Are volunteers

for the cliff-top garden
exempt? We all have our pet
projects and organisations
we get involved in, according
to our lifestyles and interests
wherever we live. If this is
all he has to worry about, I
suggest he pays more attention
to real council affairs, then
maybe we won’t have a repeat
of the ake ﬁasco and the
council allowing a house to
be built on the cliff top. We
would appreciate not having
to watch storm-water and
sewage back owing through
our pipes with the next heavy
rain. Expend your energy on
core business, Mr Armstrong.
Opunake will be better off.
Heather and Graham Payne.
Eltham

together we can iron out any
outstanding concerns.
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Find us on Facebook!

Have you seen the new look

Moturoa Footwear?
Now is a good time as we are having a

LATE SUMMER

Sale!

Agricultural advice
by the book
When it comes to legal issues in the farming industry,
you’ll find the team at RMY Legal speak your language.
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Coming up in Opunake

Hi All.
The Opunake Beach Master
Plan is gathering momentum.
We have had several meetings with local community
groups and stakeholders. We
are looking at the whole
entire beach – mobility access, children’s playground,
paddling pool, seating, sand,
parking, safety, just to name

Cr Bryan Roach
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The issue of whether the
Egmont Plains Community
Board should advertise their
monthly meetings in the
Opunake and Coastal News
came up at the Board’s April
meeting held in Manaia earlier this month.

FISH, CHIPS
& MORE
2nd Birthday Promotion!
Thank you Opunake for your support.
To celebrate we are offering the
chance to win one of two $50 prizes!
Spend $10 instore to enter
Competition closes 31st March 2016

Fresh Fish
Best Selection
Fresh Cut Chips

Ph: 761 8478

Your STDC ‘A’ Rated place for fresh fish
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a few. We have employed
Boffa Miskell as a landscape
architect and are expecting
a report shortly. There is
approximately $500,000 in
the Long Term Plan over the
next ﬁve years for this. his
is exciting news for Opunake
as I think it is the best beach
in Taranaki.
Plans are in place to investigate ﬁx the discolouration
which has been occurring
from time to time in some
parts of Opunake’s water pipe
network. The Council has
doubled the monthly ush
ing regime from one to two
a month. A comprehensive
scouring programme is also
being planned for this winter
to deal with the accumulated
sediment in the pipes over a
long period of time. If you

are experiencing discolouration in your water, you need
to let the council know. You
can ring South Taranaki District Council on 0800 111
323.
The Freedom Camping bylaw has taken a long time and
is quite complex. We heard
public submissions about the
bylaw on Monday March 21.
Motor caravanning is worth
$650 million dollars to New
Zealand’s economy, which is
why Government is very keen
on freedom campers. But you
have to be very realistic about
when and where the public
can freedom camp, which is
the reason why we have to
make a bylaw.
Local government elections
are on October 8 this year,
and nominations are open

on July 15. So have a think
whether you would like to
stand for your local South Taranaki District Council Ward
and have a say on how your
Council is run. Information
is available on www.southtaranaki.com or call 0800 111
323 or you can give me a call.
The Egmont Plains Community Board’s next meeting
is at 9.30am on Wednesday
April 20 at the Sandfords
Event Centre. At the start of
the meeting is an open forum
where the public can speak
about any issues they have
in their community. So make
use of this, if you would like
to voice your concerns, ideas,
solutions or compliments. In
attendance at this meeting
has been your three STDC
Councillors from this Ward,

990

South Taranaki District
councillor Bryan Roach said
as the paper is delivered

fortnightly to every home
in the area, it was a good
way of letting people know
the meetings were on, particularly anybody who maybe
interested in taking part in
the open forum part of the
meeting.
Board member Brian Vincent said he didn’t see the
need to advertise any further
as he thought anybody inter-

Do you know
what happens
if you don’t
advertise?

South Taranaki District
councillor Bonita Bigham
said money which would be
spent on advertising could
also have been spent to help
those coming to the board for
ﬁnancial assistance.

...nothing

Te Kiri WI celebrate 79th birthday
The Te Kiri held its 79 th
birthday meeting at the home
of our vice president Pauline
Clough.
We had a busy afternoon
discussing Institute business.
We decided to adopt the Opunake Cottage Rest Home, and
the committee is going to talk
to Daphne about this.
Joy Collins and Judith Armstrong went to the opening
of Everybodys Theatre in

Opunake and had a wonderful time.
It was decided to leave further discussion about the seat
for Hollards Garden until the
next meeting.
A beautiful glass ornament
which was a Christmas gift
from our link in England was
admired.
Competition results. Bloom.
1. Heather Radford. 2. Aileen
Simpson. 3. Judith Arm-

a P

01

strong.
Shrub. 1. Judith Armstrong.
2. Joy Collins. Cooking. 1.
Judith Armstrong. Handcraft. 1. Judith Armstrong. 2.
Heather Radford.
Our table of the month had
some beautiful articles on
display. Afternoon tea was
served by the committee. A
very big thank you to Pauline
for a wonderful luncheon
with help from Sue. Our

ose
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ested in attending the meetings would make the effort
to ﬁnd out when and where
the meetings were being held.
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birthday cake was nice and a
lovely surprise.
Thank you again Pauline for
a wonderful and happy meeting. A very special thank you
to Grant and Pauline’s sons
for the ramp. Our walkers
and wheelchairs sailed up
the steps like a ship on the
ocean. Certainly a great way
to celebrate our 79th birthday.
Mavis West.
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and also either the Mayor or
Deputy Mayor, as well as the
Community Board Members,
and Council staff. Lots of
time, effort and money go
into these Community Boards
so make use of them - we
would love to hear from you.
To my fellow Dairy farmers, holy smoke, she’s been a
rough year. Keep an eye out
for each other, pat your staff
on the back, as they are having a rough time too. No need
to tighten the belt any further
because its already too tight.
Roachy from the Coast
Thank you Bryan for your
endeavours to get the
dates of the Egmont Plains
Community Board meetings
publicised in the Opunake &
Coastal News.
Editor
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emembering the cruciﬁxion
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We start with a breakfast on Good Friday
at St Paul's Co-operating Church in
Havelock Street, Opunake at 8 am.
Then at 9am we walk to the cenotaph.
The walk ends at The Wave for a Service
at 10 am. Please come and join us.

What Easter means

Leaving St Pauls last year for the Easter pilgrimage through Opunake.

Easter message from St Pauls
One Good Friday service, I
took all the owers out of the
church so as in a way to leave
the church stark naked of any
beauty that owers bring. I
think most of those present
never really noticed anything
different. he only comment
I received was from someone
who was upset that there were
no owers in the church for
the service.
hat it did was it made
me think about how we have
saniti ed aster to the point
where for example all pic
tures or the like of esus on
the cross have Him discreetly
covered while in reality e
would have been stark naked
as e hung from that cross.
ruciﬁxion was bad enough
but to be found naked in
public added a huge humili

ation. Also all the crosses in
churches or public are ﬁnely
finished and often highly
polished nothing like what
the original one would have
been like. here would had
been a good chance esus
suffered splinters in is back
from it. any people wear a
cross as ewellery in some
form or other again of high
uality and ﬁnish etc.
It has been said that if all
the pieces of wood held
in many churches that are
claimed to be from the origi
nal cross were put together
there would be enough wood
to make uite a large number
of crosses.
A survey was done of a
number of early school age
children to ask them what
aster meant to them. heir

answers ranged from holiday
to aster eggs and bunnies to
choc to hot cross buns or the
like. ot one child mentioned
anything about esus or the
cross or is death and resur
rection.
In ohn
starting at verse
the way esus speaks tells
us that e is very aware of the
terrible events that are only a
few days away and were be
coming more than something
that is in the distant future.
hen esus says “ ow my
soul is troubled ” what is e
referring to
ote that it is is soul that
e says is troubled and not
is pirit. learly the human
side of esus is re ecting on
what is coming.
ruciﬁxion is perhaps one
of the most terrible ways to

The Message of Easter
hristmas is the hurch s
celebration of od choos
ing to enter our world in the
person of esus the baby
manuel od with us.
Easter is the celebration
of the coronation of esus
essiah and ing taking
is rightful place in the
ingdom of od.
his is the ood ews that
the ew estament writers
point towards. he divide
between eaven and arth
has been bridged by the ac
tion of our wonderful and
loving
od.
he enemy
has been defeated death
has been overcome, and the
ingdom has been inaugu
rated and is advancing. All
people of earth are invited
to follow ing esus and be
part of the work of recreation
that has commenced.
adly in this day and age
the ood ews is often pre
sented as good advice such

as how to be a better person
how to pray how to live
how to know where we go
when we die and so on. All
these matters are part of the
ood ews but not neces
sarily what the ﬁrst disciples
understood it to mean. uch
of the great art of the middle
ages depicted an angry od
and when we entered the
cientiﬁc age in the
s
od was disconnected from
earthly life and sent upstairs
out of the way because hu
mankind became consumed
with their ability to work
matters out by themselves.
ride ruled. In the process
the ood ews is often re
duced to simply the issue of
ankind s eternal destiny.
his while being important
is only part of the picture.
he ood ews is that as
a conse uence of the death
and resurrection of our ord
esus hrist everything has
changed and is changing
and will continue to change

until e returns.
he ood ews is based
upon a real event that hap
pened to a real person ob
served by real people at a
speciﬁc time in the history of
the world and that event was
foretold in the Bible prior to
it happening and nowhere in
literature of the time is any
thing recorded that disputes
the scriptural record. t aul
writing to the believers in
orinth tells us .... Christ
died for our sins in accor
dance with the scriptures
4
and that he was buried and
that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with
the scriptures 5and that he
appeared to ephas eter
then to the twelve. 6 hen
he appeared to more than
ﬁve hundred brothers and
sisters* at one time most of
whom are still alive ....
or. 3 6
Rev’d Ian Sargent
St Barnabas, Opunake

die. he one to be cruciﬁed
would be stripped beaten
which often killed them
humiliated mocked etc in
ways beyond imagination
and left hanging there for all
to see as they died slowly and
very painfully over several
days, then to be eaten by
the birds which most likely
would have started before the
person was actually dead. Is
it any wonder the human part
of esus was troubled
o why was esus so willing
to go through all that
uke
v
“ ow it came to pass
when the time had come for
im to be received up that
e steadfastly set is face to
go to erusalem.”
Rev Arthur Barnfather

aster for our atholic
ommunity is all about “cel
ebrating new life” that the
risen hrist gives us after e
suffered died on the ross
and rose three days later. e
realise and experience is
great love and salvation . In
his name we gather together
to celebrate new life as one
community and share our
oy with one another because
we have ourneyed with esus
during these days of ent. e
also remember people around
the world who are facing war
natural calamity and persecu

tion because of their faith.
o the person who believes
in the resurrection of esus
and believes in God, Easter
is the sun aster is the spring
of new life the summer of
warmth and the autumn of
harvest and brings us our
hope in the next life.
ymbols of aster celebra
tions are ot ross Buns
aster Bunnies and hickens
that bring us chocolate eggs
all signs of new life. ith this
blessing I wish you all happy
aster.
Fr. Vijay Dungdung

Two good things to do this Easter
. et along to a local
church aster unday. he
service will centre around
the great news that esus
con uered every evil power
that plagues the earth as he
rose from the dead.
. ead the “ ope for all”
booklet you received in your
letterbox recently. his well
presented booklet tells about
some ama ing people in our
nations early history such
as
iremu ingi Octavius
adﬁeld e hiti and ohu

plus eni e iri aramu. It
shows how these people were
inspired by their knowledge
of esus and his teachings. It
goes on to explain why esus
stands out from other great
people. It has some stories
about people alive today like
amie the ean of aranaki
athedral and his late daugh
ter arrie.
ave a great aster.
Pastor Murray McEwan
The Wave
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Opunake Volunteer Fire Brigade news
It’s been a rather busy
couple of weeks at the station.
We have had four call outs
to date and thankfully, none
have been too serious. On the
9th we were called out again
to the Waiau River Bridge
where smoke was spotted
coming up from the greenery.
It took us a little while to get
to the incident, but our time
delay had no real effect on
the amount of rubbish and
vegetation that was burnt.
We have been told that it
could be the same group of
boys who were spoken to
on a previous issue, but this
has to be veriﬁed. If it is the
matter will be handed to the
authorities to deal with.

We were called to the
Kaweora Road on the 10th to
attend to a hedge ﬁre which
had possibly been caused
by a spark from a nearby
incinerator. A little later that
day we attended a transformer
arcing near the corner of the
Opua and Feaver Roads.
Arcing often occurs when the
power cups and wires have a
little fun when it is raining. It
can put on quite a display but
there is not a lot we can do,
other than to protect the scene
until the linesmen arrive.
Our 18th call for the year
happened on the 11th, when
we were called to help out the
Rahotu Fire Brigade, when a
stand of bamboo was found

Windscreen replacements & repairs
Chassis Straightening
Spoiler Kits fitted
Private repairs
Rust proofing
Plastic welding Insurance work
24 hour towing

Courtesy
vehicles
available

burning. A water tanker was
also called in to ensure we
had a good supply of water
to saturate the area and make
the task a little easier for the
ﬁre crews.
On Friday 18th a few of our
crew helped out with the local Primary Schools triathlon.
This is a great cause to be
involved with, so the crew
are happy to be road marshals

Bankruptcy
action canned

on the corners and to help out
where needed.
The end of daylight saving
is on April 3, so it’s a good
time to check smoke alarms
and purchase new batteries if
required. If your smoke alarm
is faulty and you need to get
a new one, the world’s smallest smoke alarm is available.
It is made by a anish ﬁrm
called Cavius. It measures

only 40mm across, but is
rather expensive ($45) to
buy. I’m not sure if there are
any stockists in Opunake, but
if you want a trendy, small
alarm with a 10 year battery,
they are well worth tracking
down. Otherwise, just replace
with a normal sized photoelectric type alarm which also
has a 10 year life span on its
battery. They too cost a little

more than a standard model,
but the battery savings over
the 10 years certainly pays for
the extra initial cost. Another
option is to stick with the base
model, change batteries every
year, and hope they don’t let
you know the battery is getting low at 2 in the morning.

Burnt Offerings

Turtle escapades at Kindy

An overdue debt of more
than $25,000 has been paid in
full to the Taranaki Regional
Council, which has called
off bankruptcy proceedings
against the three debtors.
The debt was owed by
Fiona Clark, Andrea Moore
and Robert Taylor, who had
asked for independent commissioners instead of the
Council’s own panel to hear a
consent application in 2011,
and had committed to cover
the extra costs involved.
“The Council regretted having to initiate bankruptcy proceedings for only the second
time in 25 years,” says the
Chairman, David MacLeod.
“But it is pleased that payment has now been made in
full, meaning the proceedings
will not have to go ahead.”
CUSTOMER HOUGHTONS PLUMBING HEATI

Ph/Fax (06) 278 8233
22 Cambria Street, Hawera
Mob 027 249 9489
A/Hrs (06) 278 7314
mr.fix@xtra.co.nz
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PLUS $100 Off the Price
Of a Rinnai Infinity gas
water heating system

Get Rinnai
INFINITY
gas hot
water at
home
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There is something muddying the
waters in Opunake

An Opunake businessman
has taken issue with the South
Taranaki District Council
over the quality of town
water in Opunake.
“Our water is dearer than
Waimate West or Cold
Creek,” Lance Moir of
Headlands Hotel, Café and
restaurant said. “The stock
get better drinking water than
the residents of Opunake do,
and at a better cost.”
He said his concerns had
been raised following a
complaint about water quality
from a customer.
He then collected a sample
of blackened preﬁltered water
that was being piped into
his business, and also took
samples from near the corner
of Whitcombe and Ihaia
Roads, nearer the Opunake
water treatment plant, which
he said turned out to be,
“exactly the same.”
The fact that the samples
from opposite ends of
the town were so similar
disproved any claim that the
problem was a localised one,
he said.
“When I rung the council
to lay a complaint, they
made the comment that there
was beautiful water at the
headworks, but I said people
don’t go to the headworks to
16
drink the water.”
H TARANAKI
Mr Moir STAR
said he also took
Tsamples
PAGE SOLUS
after 50mm fell
6 in the “last heavy rain’ in

the Council so that our
contractors can get straight
onto it and if needed do some
localised ushing.”
Mr Denton says while the
water may not look good
in some parts of the town,
weekly sampling is carried
out, and all tests have
indicated the water is safe
to drink.

called scouring.”
“The reason we are waiting
until winter to do the scouring
is that it is a relatively time
consuming process which
requires careful planning. It
also requires a lot of water,
so we do it when demand for
water is at its lowest.”
“If anyone is experiencing
dirty water please contact

HARDINGS
FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
17 REGENT ST HAWERA

Samples of water collected around town.
February.
“The water was murky the
next day,” he said.
“The council assumed
that since they put in a new
filtering plant, they had
ﬁxed the problem but to my
knowledge they’ve done no
testing to verify that. Until
I dropped the samples off,
they didn’t know anything
about the condition of the
water. Now they have started
ushing the lines. hat should
have been done last winter.”
South Taranaki District
Council engineering
operations manager,
Herbert Denton, said the
Council is aware that parts
of Opunake have recently
been experiencing dirty or
discoloured water and is

working on a long-term
solution for the problem
areas.
“We’re very sorry that some
residents have been getting
this dirty water but we are
working on getting it ﬁxed as
quickly as we can,” he said.
““The first part of our
overall strategy to improve
the town’s water supply was
to build a new $3.4 million
water treatment plant, which
was completed in 2014. Now
that has been successfully
done we need to address the
town’s reticulation system
pipe network.” he says.
“Over time you can get a
build-up of oxidised material on the pipe walls which
sometimes breaks free after
high volumes of water go

ATIONS

*New homes
*Bridges
*Alterations
*Pre-cast silage pits
*Rotary cowsheds
*Hay barns & implement sheds
*Herringbone dairy sheds*Concrete races
*Repair work
*Concrete driveways

Our professional attention to detail
& empathy is our hallmark

through the pipes. These sorts
of issues are usually fixed
by ushing the reticulation
system, however sometimes
ushing alone is not enough.”
“Council has doubled the
town s regular ushing pro
gramme to twice a month
and we are monitoring this
increase to see if it ’ s sufﬁ
cient to clear the pipes. This
winter we have also planned
and budgeted to give the reticulation system a thorough
clean out with a process
On this month in history

PHONE 06 278 8633
SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES FOR 3 GENERATIONS

Use your outdoor living
areas all year round

Team NZ
r e t a i n s
America’s Cup
In March 2 Team NZ,
headed by Peter Blake (later
knighted) beat Italy’s Luna
Rossa 5-0 on Auckland Harbour. Russell Coutts (also
later knighted) was skipper for the first four races
but handed the role to Dean
Barker for the ﬁnal race.
When Russell Coutts left
to work for Alinghi (who
wrested the Cup off NZ later),
Dean Barker took over as
permanent skipper.
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Family violence is always a crime
I remember a woman
calling on me at the police
station years ago. A friend
told her she needed to come.

I had no knowledge of her
and wasn’t expecting the
visit. She was a rural mum
who got it in the neck for

I left her with a few facts
to chew on, like the message
she was giving her daughters
by just accepting this
treatment as her lot in life.
They will pick a man just
like dad.
The woman walked into my
ofﬁce two weeks later with a
smile on her face. She had
left. She has sent me a card
on the anniversary of her
escape from that marriage
almost every year since.
There is nothing as sad as
a person, usually a woman
or child that believes it is

Adrian Rurawhe

MP for Te Tai Hauāuru

Labour Taranaki Office
21 Northgate
Strandon
New Plymouth

10am – 2pm
Monday to Friday
3 – 7pm Thursday

labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz
06 757 5662 | 0800 ADR1AN

Authorised by Adrian Rurawhe,
Parliament Buildings,
Wellington

We welcome your contributions
13/10/15
Please send to
editorial
@opunakecoastal news.co.nz

Andrew Little

Labour Leader

Labour Taranaki Office
21 Northgate
Strandon
New Plymouth
Office hours:
10am – 2pm
Monday to Friday
3 – 7pm Thursday

their role in life to be beaten.
We even see women who
are beaten and believe this
violence is an expression
of love from the abusive
partner. They are frequently

Hon Chester Borrows MP
the child of abusive parents
where the young girl grew
up seeing her mum beaten
by her dad. They were the
only parents she had, and so
in spite of all the evidence
to the contrary around us,
for her, this was situation
normal.
Despite crime in New
Zealand falling to its lowest

rate since 1978, our rates
of family violence are
appallingly high. Last year
alone, 100,000 incidences
were reported to Police
around one every ﬁve
minutes.
I have attended countless
family violence incidents,
and the story was always
the same. On the night we
made it stop, but come the
court hearing, she would not
give evidence. He’d turned
on the chocolates and the
owers said he was sorry
over and over, and become
the man she wished he was
all the time. He knew the
appointment with the Judge
wasn’t far away, and he
needed her on side.
Once Court was over, and
the charges dropped for want
of evidence, the cycle of
abuse started again, and the
wheel of fortune worked its
way around inevitably to the
next beating.
The government is strength-

ening family violence laws
to enhance the current initiatives. A new law against
strangulation will act as a red
ag because many abusers
strangle victims during domestic assaults, and choking
has been shown as a precursor to domestic homicide.
We are doing what we can
as a government. We need
society as a whole to step up.
We can’t live people’s lives
for them, but we can emphatically state what is acceptable,
and what is not. If we as a
. at o a .o g.
civilised society don’t set the
benchmark, who will?
If it takes a village to raise
a child, it takes a village to
keep a child safe too. Family
violence is not ‘just another
domestic’ it is a crime and
we cannot afford to turn a
blind eye.
Chester Borrows
MP for Whanganui

Help needed for dairying

Office hours:

Rurawhe electorate ad 70x100.indd 1

everything that went wrong
on the farm. When the
husband was in a bad mood
with stock, she got a hiding.
Raped nightly, or at least
weekly, she grew to expect
it. I told her life didn’t need
to be like this and asked why
she didn’t leave her husband.
“Oh, I’d never leave him. He
loves me. He only does this
because he loves me,” was
her reply.

14:30

You don’t have to be a
genius to know New
Zealand’s dairy industry is
going through very difﬁcult
times.
Many farmers are heading
into their third loss-making
season in a row. Many are
deep in debt and most won’t
have paid themselves for
some time.
You don’t have to be a
genius to see that’s a car
crash waiting to happen, and
potentially the last straw for
some.
Meanwhile sharp-eyed
overseas investors are looking
for a bargain.
No one wants that. There’s
no point in seeing good
farmers on efficient farms
walking off the land and it
being snapped up by offshore interests.
At the moment the
Government is making like a
possum in the headlights. It
didn’t see this coming, and
has been in denial for months.
Rural communities need
leadership and confidence
their government is doing
something.
It has a big stake in this.
Some estimates put the
number of dairy farmers in
trouble at up to 25 per cent
of dairy farmers. John Key
puts it at 10 per cent. Taking
that lower ﬁgure that s
farms, 800 of which would
be family farms, and an
area equivalent to 175,000
hectares - that’s larger than
Auckland and Christchurch

combined, and seven times
the 26,000 hectares sold into
foreign ownership last year.
National’s attitude is ‘that’s
life’. But we’re talking about
families who have worked
the land for generations, and

Andrew Little MP
took on more debt to expand
when the government told
them to. It’s not good enough
for National to turn their
back and let family farms be
swallowed up by overseas
buyers when times get tough,
especially when this is a
problem they helped create.
It’s not just those hundreds
of Kiwi families, but all of
us, who pay the price if that
happens.
If we don’t want wholesale
removal of good farmers
off the land, and if we don’t
want farm prices to collapse,
leaving them prey to overseas
property predators, then the
Government needs to step in.
If it was doing its job prop-

erly it, would be putting pressure on the banks. It would
be producing a set of conditions that banks would need
to agree to before they took
the ultimate step of forcing a
farmer off their land.
This isn’t about banks losing capital, or about letting
farmers off the hook and not
repaying loans. It’s about
getting through the current
situation. The banks do very
well out of New Zealand,
exporting billions of dollars
of proﬁt to their parent com
panies overseas, so they can
do their bit as well.
Right now we’ve got other
countries also producing
large amounts of milk powder, and the Chinese economy tapering off. That means
there’s a worldwide glut of
milk and milk products, and
it’s not going to go away any
time soon.
It can’t be ignored. The
dairy industry’s woes have
a real impact on the rest
of the economy, from rural areas through to central
Auckland. That’s reflected
in MYOB’s latest Business
Monitor, which shows 21
per cent of SMEs are feeling
the effects. In rural areas the
ﬁgure is even higher 3 per
cent - but even Auckland and
Christchurch are feeling the
effects.
It’s the very reason we need

a summit - where Fonterra,
Federated Farmers, government ofﬁcials banking reps
and retailers sit down in a
room, knock heads together
and not come out until there’s
an agreed action plan.
But that’s the short term.
In the long term we need to
get the economy on a different footing so that the next
global oversupply doesn’t
cause the same problems.
Right now our economy is
highly reliant on one company (Fonterra) selling one
product (milk powder) to one
country (China). That’s not a
recipe for success.
It’s about being complementary, so we’re not so reliant on dairy prices to sustain
living standards. We need
an economy that is diversiﬁed and supports innovative
new industries that can pay
a high wage and create good
opportunities.
This Government has been
openly blasé about the possibility of a downturn, encouraging rural people to convert
their farms to dairy and take
on more and more debt.
What’s needed now is for
it to act to get our economy
humming and jobs growing.
That’s what New Zealand
needs.
Andrew Little
Leader of the Opposition.

On this month in history
labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz
06 757 5662

Authorised by Andrew Little,
Parliament Buildings,
Wellington

TB bacterium discovered
On arch
the er
man bacteriologist Dr Robert
Koch announced his discovery of the bacterium which

caused Tuberculosis (TB).
Later he made a similar discovery with regard to Cholera, another killer disease.

With the TB bacterium discovery he had worked on it
for years reﬁning his tech
ni ues ﬁrst from using a li

uid medium to a solid gelatin
to grow bacteria.
He was awarded the Nobel
prize for Medicine in 1905.
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Appreciation for eight years teaching
families how to swim
Fiona Lacey has always had
a passion for swimming, and
a desire to give something
back to the sport she has
loved.
On March 21, pupils at
Rahotu School said goodbye
to her, and thanked her for
the eight years at the school,
teaching them how to swim.
Fiona and her family are
heading off to live in Alicante, Spain.
resenting her with owers
and cards was the school’s
head girl Holly Horo.
“I started teaching Holly
when she was ﬁve and she
wouldn’t put her head under
the water. Now she’s a competitive swimmer,” Fiona
said.
In her eight years at Rahotu,
she has taught brothers and
sisters from the same families
how to swim.
“Swimming is my passion,
and I’m trying to pay back
what the sport has given
me,” she said. “Eight years
ago, the school swimming
committee took me on, and
since then, I’ve loved every
minute of it. I like taking
the younger children and

watching them achieve and
grow and become competitive swimmers.”
Fiona herself began swimming at an early age, achieving national age group medals
under the tutelage of coaching
great Duncan Laing. At one
time she was also a member
of the Shadow New Zealand

Surf Lifesaving team.
Many of the children she
has taught have gone on to
become keen members of
the Okato Swimming Club,
where she has coached for the
last 10 years. Two years ago,
the Okato Club won the New
Zealand Community Swim
Club of the Year. She has also

been involved in coaching at
the Aquatic Centre in New
Plymouth.
Originally from Dunedin,
Fiona arrived in Okato 20
years ago. She said she saw
a need and got involved in
teaching swimming and water safety.
School principal Brigitte

uke said the beneﬁts Fiona
has brought could be seen
in the results of the school’s
recent swimming sports.
“The foundation skills are
starting to pay off for the
students, and the skill levels
have improved dramatically
this year,” she said.
Of the school’s 78 seniors,
70 took part in the length
events, with a number swimming 25 metres in less than
16 seconds.
Brigitte said the school has a
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Fiona Lacey(left) farewelled by Rahotu School head girl Holly Horo.

Whales almost wiped out: study
Relentless whaling the early
20th century brought New
Zealand’s southern right
whale population to the brink
of extinction, finds a new
study.
Combining historical records from whaling logbooks
with modern genetic data,
a team of international researchers have determined
that around 30,000 southern
right whales swam in New
Zealand’s waters before 19th
century whalers arrived.
By 1925, whaling had reduced this population to just
an estimated 110 individual
whales.

focus on teaching its 140 pupils how to swim. Fiona takes
every child for two sessions a
week, with other staff members doing three sessions.
“It’s not uncommon for
children to swim up to seven
times a week,” she said.
With Fiona gone, that focus
will continue.
“Over the next couple of
years, our intention is to
investigate the upgrading of
our swimming pool,” Brigitte
said.

The study, published in
Open Science, found recovery of the whales since
then has been slow. The
researchers estimate that the
current number of southern
right whales in New Zealand
waters is only 12 percent of
the pre-whaling population.
“ his is the ﬁrst time we have
been able to estimate the prewhaling abundance for this
population of right whales
before they were nearly decimated,” said author Prof Scott
Baker, Associate Director of
the Marine Mammal Institute at Oregon State University and Adjunct Professor at

ho so
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r

the University of Auckland.
“Only a handful of whales
survived, and those were
threatened again in the 1960s
by illegal Soviet whaling.”
Dr Will Rayment from the
University of Otago’s department of Marine Science told
the SMC the research shows
just how close the population
came to being “wiped out
altogether.”
“We should be very thankful
that a tiny remnant population
remained and has slowly been
increasing in numbers since
the ban on commercial whaling,” he said.
Closer to home, the study
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comes after the plight of the
whale had been highlighted
by the recent beaching of an
orca whale near Patea.
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Gala a success for Opunake High School
People started arriving at
5.30pm for Opunake High
School’s Gala – held on
Thursday March 10. The
event was capably organised
by the Home and School.
The weather wasn’t optimal,
but that didn’t put people
off. There was plenty on
offer such as golf, go-carts,

as well as bouncy castle and
face painting for the very
young. For those needing a
bite there was a hangi, steak
& onion sandwiches and a
sausage sizzle.
For those on the wrong
side of the law there was the
‘prison’ – with a Sandfords
stock truck serving as the

lockup. Once inside, not sure
which was worse the loss of
freedom - or the stench of
animal droppings!
The school hall had lots for
people to buy at wonderful
prices from the various stalls.
There were books galore for
sale, plants, clothing, cakes,
sporting gear, jewellery –
you name it. Murray Weir
was conducting uickﬁre
raf es for goods generously
supplied by local businesses.
At the end, with his voice
still holding up Murray said,
“We really do appreciate
your support. See you next
year, Cheers.”
Principal Simon Fuller was
pleased with how the Gala
had gone. “It was a very
good turn-out, especially in
the light of the economic
conditions at present. It’s
good to see the continued
community support. I’d
really like to thank the Home
and School and the fantastic
group of parents who help.”
The money raised will
be going to upgrade
technology. For example the
Junior School students will
all be provided with Chrome
books in the near future.

Manning the book stall are, from left, Cade Carr (5), Andrea Carr and Sienna Tito (9).

Caregivers need celebrating

1985
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Caregivers all around the
country are celebrating
Caregivers Week from
21 – 27 March. Events are
being held in resthomes,
community halls and parks
during the week.
New
Zealand
Nurses
Organisation(NZNO)
president, Grant Brookes
has a personal message for
caregivers, “I hear so many
stories of caregivers being
undervalued and treated
unfairly by the powers that
be. But what you give of
yourself at work is precious.
And for that, you are
treasured by residents, by
families and by me. The goal
must be a world where every
week is Caregivers Week.”
NZNO
industrial
adviser for the aged care

sector, David Wait says,
“Caregivers are closer than
ever to achieving equal pay.
Kristine Bartlett and her
union t won their historic
court case, opening the way
for negotiations between
unions, aged care providers
and the Government to
negotiate an equal pay rate.”
“Caregivers are at the
heart of this work, and
it is caregivers who will
decide whether to accept
the negotiated rate. The
negotiations will succeed
if caregivers and everyone
in our community stands
together to make sure the
Government puts enough
money on the table to ensure
the pay rates re ect the
true skill and expertise of
caregivers. The Government

needs to go all the way to
equal pay.”
“Whatever the outcome
and whatever the rate for
equal pay – caregivers are

FARM SHEDS
BUILDLINK KITSET SHEDS

awesome. We will celebrate
them for their care, loyalty
and tenacity. Thank you
caregivers.”

We welcome your contributions
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Ph: 067618723 Fax: 067617262 Attendance: 0800 288 3632
email: admin@opunake.school.nz
www.opunake.school.nz
ATHLETICS
Students celebrated in their
Hapu colours for Athletics Day,
with many going the extra mile
in dressing up making it a fun
and active day. Many parents
and caregivers supported the
students on the day.
The Hapu Tug-of-War was won
by Awhina by a very convincing
margin, well done Awhina.
Left is Erina Grindlay competing at the long jump.
A very busy and exciting month
with an abundance of activities
at school and in the community.
Athletics Day, Relay for Life,
Gala, TSSSA Sporting Events,
12 Rec Cycle Tour, 11 Rec TOPEC, Cricket, Rugby World
Cup at OHS, to name some of
the many activities.
A generous donation from TSB
Community Trust of $60,000
has enabled the school to purchase chrome books for all Year
9 & 10 students, this will ensure
that all students will have access
to a chromebook for the entire
day, to increase engagement and
access to online digital learning
resources.
Thank you TSB Community
Trust for you support of students learning.

rELAy for LIfE

A huge commitment from students with the fundraising and participation at Relay for Life 2016
on March 5 & 6. Relay For Life is an inspiring community event that gives everyone a chance to
celebrate cancer survivors and carers; remember loved ones lost to cancer; and fight back by raising
awareness and funds to support the work of the Cancer Society. Relay For Life is for people of all
ages and fitness levels - anyone can take part!
Above Christian Rosewarne goes above the call of duty and has his head shaved in the support
of cancer research. A total of $4,200 was donated to Relay for Life from Opunake High School.

GALA
The weather was a bit dubious
but managed to hold off for the
gala to proceed with many people enjoying the activities.
Thank you to the students, staff
community and sponsors for
your input in making this such
a profitable event with $9,000
being made for developing innovative learning spaces for the
students.
Hapu Raffle Results:
Rimu Chocolates:
1st 2645 Tony Phillips
2nd 2346 P Rangi
Awhina Groceries
1st 3725 Cook Family
2nd 3959 Eathan Hasler
Totara $150 cash
8998 Maree Seymour
Karo $150 OBA Vouchers
5090 Simpson Family
Left is Money Shower, one of
the fun activities at the gala
where wind blows bits of paper
and the aim was to collect as
much paper as possible to gain
various prizes.

oHS CrICkET TEAm

Front left to right: Jay Clement, Cameron Quinnell, Kodee Beamont, Terry Norgate, Liam
Phillips, Hayden Bryant
Back Row: Dylan Robinson, Scott Quinnell, Keonte Ngaia, Corbyn Sutcliffe, Brock McCort
Absent:Ben Sinclair
This is the first year in a long time since Opunake High School has enter a cricket team into the
Taranaki Secondary Schools competition. These boys play in division 3, which is for ages 13 to
16. With the help of Coach Paul (Digger) Norgate, they have played Francis Douglas Memorial
College, Boys High, Sacred Heart Xl and Girls High Xl. Being unbeaten so far, earns them a place
in the finals to be played at Opunake High on the 2nd April. Come along and support the team.

WorLd Cup
NZRU bought the World Cup to
OHS for rugby students to enjoy
the experience of seeing it first
hand. Left is Josh Young and
Fabian Caskey with the cup.

TSSSA LAWn
BoWLS
Two teams participated in the
TSSSA Lawn Bowls Tournament at the Paritutu greens in
New Plymouth on March 2.
Ariana Dingle and Lucy Shegedin played well and improved
greatly. The boys pairs of Joshua Allan (Yr 9) above left and
Shaun Brider (Yr 12) above
right, had three huge wins and
returned home as the Boys Pairs
Champions. Josh and Shaun
are now heading to Upper Hutt
on April 6 for NI Lawn Bowls
Tournament.

GROWING GOOD PEOPLE FOR A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD
He waihangatanga o te tangata pai i roto i tenei ao hurihuri

Proudly supporting the
Opunake community for
more than 30 years.
www.stos.co.nz
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Curtains for Everybody’s Theatre
Everybodys
Theatre
has had its big opening,
and now it’s time to add
a few ﬁnishing touches.
heatre chairperson ebbie
Campbell was at the Egmont
lains
ommunity Board
meeting in anaia on arch

Oil

9 asking for a grant from the
Board s discretionary fund
to go towards replacing the
old stage curtain which has
now become a ﬁre ha ard.
“We’ve done renovations
to where the money has

taken us ” she told the board.
” hat s left to do is only
the stage area.
e want
to replace the lovely old
curtain which has a beautiful
waterfall effect and replace
it with a new curtain.”
he old curtain had been

gas block total madness

“The government’s announcement to open up a
further
km of land
and sea to oil and gas exploration is total madness. It is
completely irresponsible for
the government to open up
more areas to oil and gas exploration ” says rs igner
a member of limate ustice
aranaki.
“Onshore, most of the Taranaki region is now covered
in permits and open to bidders. Offshore everything
is up for grabs including
6 km of the critically
endangered aui s olphin
sanctuary.”
“ esterday s block offer
comes ust days after the an

nouncement that February
6 was the hottest month
since records began. ords
fail us.
e have to leave fossil fu
els in the ground and imme
diately transition to a lowcarbon economy.
e owe
this to our planet the fellow
species we share this ama
ing place with and to future
generations of humans.”
“With a worldwide downturn in oil prices and little
exploration currently taking
place it shows a desperation
on the part of government
and completely contradicts
their stated goals to reduce
emissions in line with global
limits set late last year in

www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz
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Got it Covered South Taranaki
P. 06 278 8255 - M. 027 508 8958
11 Fitzgerald Lane, RD 13, Hawera
www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz

Garage Doors Specialists

• Sectional, Roller, Tilt.
• Automatic Openers
• Repairs & Maintenance
Call for a Free Measure & Quote
Ph 06 7588073

aris. e are energised by
the global climate ustice
movement and take inspiration from the hundreds of
people who blockaded the
ky ity onvention en
tre in Auckland yesterday
where the block offers were
announced by
inister of
nergy and esources i
mon Bridges.
Together, we are organising
for a future free of fossil fu
els ” concludes rs igner.

Our next issue
is
April
8,
but we need
editorial
and
advertisements
by Monday 4
April.

packed up and the theatre
was asking for $7800 so
they could get something
similar to replace it.
“We don’t know if we
will have to replace the
winch. here s no reason
why the old one shouldn t

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

do the trick ” she said.
There had been a lot of
positive comment since
the work on the theatre
had ﬁnished and in that
time the volunteer group
running the theatre had
almost doubled she said.

ommunity
voted to grant
to the
heatre.

ommunity
Board
member Brian
incent
declared an interest and
didn t take part in the vote.

hales are declining at a
serious rate

See page 9 for our story of whales and their seriously declining numbers.

Kiwi kids to learn lifesaving skills
through new partnership
Children learning how
to deliver basic ﬁrst aid
including
skills could
be the difference between
a life lost and a life saved
according to
t ohn s.
t ohn in chools is a
programme designed to
give children the skills and
conﬁdence to take action
in an emergency situation.
The Minister for ACC
ikki aye and t ohn
O eter Bradley launched
the t ohn in chools
programme at Clendon
ark chool in anurewa
outh Auckland recently.

he
Board
3

t
ohn
O
eter
Bradley says the programme
was introduced in
with
children
taking part and over
3
kids taught
. .
t
ohn is partnering
with ACC to deliver the
programme to
school
children in ew ealand
over the next ﬁve years.
“The programme improves
the emergency preparedness
and community resilience of
the next generation ” he said.
“ his is exciting and
signiﬁcant not only for
the youth of ew ealand

but also for their families
friends and community
who stand to beneﬁt
from their knowledge.”
r Bradley says “ e are
delighted to have A
oin
us. heir contribution is
pivotal in the expansion and
development of the t ohn
in
chools programme.”
There are approximately
3
in ury
claims
involving
children
under
years received
by A
every year.
A
s
ead of In ury
Prevention
Partnerships
and
elivery
mma
Powell,
says
everyone
wins
with
investment

in in ury prevention and
life saving
initiatives.
“We all need to play a
role in helping kids avoid
in uries and being prepared
to provide help in the event
of an accident or disaster.
aving the conﬁdence to
call
and then administer
ﬁrst aid could well be the
difference in not only saving
a life but also reducing
the impact of an in ury.”
Ms Powell says ACC’s
involvement in
t ohn
in
chools
further
strengthens the longstanding
partnership between the two
organisations.

TRAILER SALES

SPARES & REPAIRS
Disc drum &
fly wheel
machining
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Taranaki audiologist gives helping hand in
the Cook Islands
It was raining on that day
at Mangaia in the Cook
Islands when audiologist
isa een ﬁtted a woman
with a hearing aid, who then
commented on the noise of
the rain. It was something she
had not heard in a long time.
hen there was the time on
Aitutaki Lisa checked up
on a girl who had earlier
been given a hearing aid
after being diagnosed with
a profound hearing loss.
“ er mother realised there
was something wrong with
her son as well, who was 12
years old and had missed
out on hearing tests before ”
Lisa said. “It turned out he
had a moderate hearing loss

Audiologist Lisa Keen (right) was recently in the Cook
Islands as part of a specialist medical team.
so I ﬁtted him with a hearing
aid and he had a big smile
across his face from being

able to hear much better.”
isa who practices in ew
lymouth and comes out

to Coastal Care at Opunake
every
Wednesday
was
part of a specialist medical
team that visited the ook
Islands earlier this month.
ith a lack of specialists
in the Cook Islands, their
inistry of ealth selects
specialists to help out, and
every year an ear, nose and
throat team goes over there.
In her time in the ooks
Lisa spent three days at
Rarotonga hospital, two
days at Aitutaki, and
two days in the hospital
on Mangaia, the second
largest of the ook Islands.
Her work involved
carrying
out
hearing
tests on both adults and
children and ﬁtting hearing

Lisa brought her own
e uipment and all treatment
was free of charge. Although
everyone spoke English,
the
ﬁrst language was
Cook Islands Maori, so
Doris, the nurse practitioner
who accompanied her was
also able to help out when
translations were necessary.

aids
where
applicable.
“There is a high prevalence
of middle ear disease. ou
don’t realise how lucky
you are until you see how
things
are
elsewhere.
“It was my ﬁrst visit to the
ook Islands ” she said.
“ hey are all very beautiful
and all very different. he
people are very gracious
and appreciative of the team
going to provide services.”
Mangaia, with a population
of
is less familiar to
tourists than Rarotonga or
Aitutaki and is known for
its limestone formations out
of which the island s dirt
surfaced roads and airport
runway have been carved.

“I would love to go
back again if given the
opportunity.
It’s
very
rewarding being part of such
a necessary service. The
islanders are appreciative of
this once yearly opportunity
compared to Opunake or ew
lymouth where you can go
any day you choose. We are
very fortunate “ she said.

hat is a assive olar esigned house

Do you live in a passive solar designed house? What on
earth is that you say?
As the autumn weather gets
cooler and we start thinking
of winter chills and how we
can heat our homes easier
and more economically the
notion of passive solar heat
ing becomes more attractive.
ven more attractive is that
our homes can be passively
solar designed so that the
heat from the sun is utilised
for no expense at all.
In a passive solar designed
home the windows are orien
tated towards the sun. They
will face north to enable the
sun’s rays to penetrate into
the house and there will be
lots of them. maller win
dows are placed to the south
where no sun is seen in winter and being smaller they
will not let the heat escape in
any great amount.
hat about the shape of
the house oes that matter
Well, yes.
A courtyard placed in a
spot out of the prevailing
cold winds will help keep
the warmth to the walls fac
ing the courtyard, and in turn
keep these rooms warmer in
winter.
A roof shape that de ects
the cold winds will also
help keep the home warmer.
his often looks like a mono
pitch with low side hugging
the cold south side. This
shape of roof also works a
treat in the summer by en
abling the heat to escape at

when you are planning your
home with the architect. et
the design right and you can
save yourself thousands in
heating costs over the life of
the house. I know some peo
ple that say they hardly ever
turn on the heaters in winter,
and only
on the darkest coldest
nights do they need a bit of
a top up.
Of course the sun can be
used for heating your house
hold’s hot water too, and

The interior of a Passive Solar Designed house.
the high point of the roof and
a cross ow of cool air can
be achieved by opening the
windows on the low south
side for cross ventilation.
Double glazing is hyped
up a lot but a comfortable
home can be achieved by
using simple passive solar
principles. In an older home
which is not designed for
passive solar, double glazing can make a difference by
insulating the home from the
cold in winter and the heat
in summer. Insulation in the
ceilings and walls can also
bring an older home up to
par with the newer homes.
A passive solar design will
most likely have a insulated
concrete oor slab that is
on the northern face of the

o st

home. uring the day this
will soak up the sun’s heat,
and then during the evening,
the heat is slowly released
into the home and radiated
heat is the best type.
A similar techni ue is of
ten found in a passive so
lar design in the form of a
“trombe” wall. look it up on
oogle . his is a masonry
or stone wall built inside
the home say up to a metre
back from a gla ed northern
wall. The wall is quite thick
and makes an excellent heat
sink which will soak up a lot
more heat than a concrete
oor and can then be man
aged so that the dissipated
heat can be sent to all areas
of the home. For instance
with under oor ducts and a

e t

www.coastalmeats.co.nz
LICENSED SLAUGHTERMAN AND QUALIFIED BUTCHERS

Mike Barker

even provide you with electricity, but that is a whole
new discussion. Whatever
way you choose to go with
passive solar design, the sun
shines most of the time and
its energy is there for the
taking. It s free it s sustain
able, has no carbon use, and
most of all it s good for the
planet.
Article by Neville Saunders, an Architect with 40
years of experience “tinkering” around with houses

p.06 752 4280 m. 027 752 4280

All beef vacuum packed for free

small fan. Imagine one wall
that heats your whole home
for free.
he importance of looking
at the passive solar design
starts right at the beginning

t

e

P
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Truly Local Audiology
Lisa Keen brings over 20 years of hearing heathcare experience
to Opunake for regular hearing clinics.

Wednesdays by appointment at CoastalCare, Napier Street
FREE hearing screening tests | ACC claims | Tinnitus
Custom noise protection | Superior hearing aids
Subsidies and funding avaliable
appointments are limited

email: mike@coastalmeats.co.nz

a

LOVE YOUR
HEARING

Call 0800 555 676 today
50 Carthew Street - Okato

1

Opunake | New Plymouth | Inglewood

14

FEATURE

Friday, March 25, 2016

Seven districts one

Continued from page 1
Longstanding
Auroa
families the Duffs and the
uonds also had oats with
the Luonds having a replica
of the whare which served as
the school s ﬁrst classroom
in
. he oat had been
especially made for the 1991
centennial and brought out
of storage especially for the
th celebrations. It was
also a time to celebrate
years of the Luond family in
Auroa.
omminick
uond was
19 years old and penniless
when he left his native wit
erland for ew ealand
in
. e worked for the
hamberlains in
ltham
for seven years before tak
ing out a lease on the Auroa
oad farm he would later
buy. Family members still
talk of his work ethic. hen
he married Ida uller the
two of them immediately
after the wedding reception
got on a motorbike as they

P

0

didn t own a car at the time
and went home to milk the
cows. hey were to have
children and on the atur
day at the school there was
a clothesline with nappies
bearing the names of each
of them onald at es
argaret
ose
revor
ohn Bryan auleen
o
eleen and Ann.
After the parade were the
speeches and the cutting
of the cake by longstand
ing Auroa businessman and
identity Bert andford.
chool principal
arad
hittenden said this was his
ﬁrst year as principal but his
association with the school
had gone back longer
through the “friendly rival
ry” with atapu chool of
which he had been principal
before coming to Auroa.
e said there are a num
ber of exciting things going
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Led by a pipe band, the parade makes its way along Auroa Road.

Continued page 15
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celebration
Continued from page 14
on at the Auroa School, including the STEM (Science,
Technology and Maths) and
BYOD (Bring Your Own
Device) programmes, as
well as the laying of new
turf, and the installation of a
new kitchen.
South Taranaki District
mayor Ross Dunlop paid
tribute to the early pioneers

and those who had followed
after them. He noted Auroa’s original name Ratanui,
which re ected the large
amount of bush which the
pioneers, many of whom
were bachelors, had to clear.
The school classrooms
were open for those wanting
to take a closer look at 21st
Century education. Decade
photos were taken and there

was plenty of entertainment
on hand for the whole family. There was a Dinner and
Dance at the marquee that
night, followed by a church
service the next morning
at the 104 year-old Auroa
Methodist Church, which
since closing in 2005, has
been based at Openlands a
few kilometres up the road
from its original home.

The Peacock Ladies, Kat and Rose.
The church was full on the
Sunday morning, for the service taken by Pastor Murray
McEwan. Diane Moir paid
tribute to those who had taken services, taught Sunday
School, mowed the lawns,
done the cleaning, or other
maintenance tasks needed
to keep the church going
through the years.
Organising
Committee

chairperson Jessica Mills
said it had been a “fantastic
three day event.”

”It was a great weekend to
celebrate not just Auroa, but
all the other districts as well.”

The Luond’s family replica of the original schoolroom.

68 Eliot Street - New Plymouth
lea e o ave el e i
e renova ion o e
a o remi e

Ph: 06 759 0333 Ninety nine year old Flora Wards (nee Duff) and her
niece Marianne Luttrell.

long with our logo, please include our brand e.g. Fairview Windows
oors , address Ph. no.
Proud to support Auroa School
Fairview Windows
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8 liot Street, ew Plymouth
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Above: Today’s Auroa School joined into the parade.

Ash Ingram drives a 1947 Oliver 60 Canadian tractor.
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Antibiotic resistance focus of
World Consumer Rights Day 2016.
Consumer
organisations
around the world are
calling on major fast-food
companies,
McDonald’s,
KFC and Subway, to make
a global commitment to stop
serving meat from animals
raised with the routine use
of antibiotics important
to
human
medicine.
The call for action coincided
with
World
Consumer
Rights Day on March 15
which highlighted the use of
antibiotics in food production
and the risks it presents to
human health. Consumer
NZ chief executive Sue
Chetwin says agricultural
use of antibiotics in New
Zealand
is
considered
low
by
international
standards, but there’s no
room for complacency.
“Antibiotic resistance is a

major threat to health and
requires concerted action.
The food industry has an
important part to play.”
The
World
Health
Organization
(WHO)
has called the growth of
antibiotic
resistance
a
global health crisis. The
organisation has warned
the world is heading for a
post-antibiotic era where
people could die from
common infections that
can no longer be treated.
Subway
has
made
commitments in the US to
source meat raised without
any antibiotics starting
from 2016. The company
says it intends to follow
suit in New Zealand,
although has not given

any speciﬁc timeframes.
McDonald’s has made
commitments to source
chicken raised without the
routine use of antibiotics
in the US by 2017, and in
Canada by 2018. No similar
commitments have been
made in New Zealand.
Consumers International
says KFC has not set
timeframes in any of
the countries in which it
operates. Director general
Amanda Long says global
restaurant chains have an
opportunity to use their huge
buying power to reduce the
use of antibiotics in food
production and to set the
agenda for other businesses.
Antibiotic
resistance
occurs when bacteria or

other microbes are able
to resist the effects of an
antibiotic. The development
of resistant bugs is a
natural
phenomenon,
but its pace is being
accelerated by the overuse
of antibiotics. A growing
number
of
infections,
such as pneumonia and
tuberculosis, are becoming
harder to treat. As the
number of resistant bacteria
increase, the antibiotics
used to treat these infections
become
less
effective.
Antibiotics
are
used
in animals to treat and
prevent
diseases
from
occurring. In New Zealand,
most agricultural use of
antibiotics are in the dairy,
pig and poultry industries.
atest available ﬁgures

published in a 2013 report
by the Ministry for Primary
Industries, show sales of
antibiotics for agricultural
use decreased by 19 percent
between 2009 and 2011.
However, sales of some
antibiotics important for
human medicine increased
during
this
period.
The report found a rise
in agricultural sales of
third- and fourth-generation
cephalosporins.
These
antibiotics are considered
by WHO to be critically
important
for
human
health. It also found an
increase in sales of tylosin,
an antibiotic in the class
known
as
macrolides,
also critically important
for
human
medicine.

An updated report on
antibiotic
sales
and
use is expected to be
published by the ministry
in the next few months.
Antibiotic
use
carries
the risk that resistant
bacteria will develop and
spread from animals to
humans through direct
contact or consumption
of contaminated products.
Resistant bugs can also
spread into the environment
through animal excretion.
In May 2015, the World
Health Assembly endorsed
a Global Action Plan to
tackle antibiotic resistance.
The
New
Zealand
Government has committed
to deliver a national
action plan on antibiotic
resistance by May 2017.

New Plymouth Boys’ High School student in
s eec ﬁ

A New Plymouth Boys’
High School student has
won a place in the Cyril
Bassett VC Speech Competition National Final.
Michael McLeod won the
Wellington/Taranaki/West
oast regional ﬁnal with a
moving ANZAC tribute.
The senior student has
gone on to compete against
seven other Year 12 and 13
regional ﬁnalists at the na
tional ﬁnal in
ellington
held on 23 March, with the
overall winner travelling
to Gallipoli for 2016 ANZAC Day commemorations.
RSA National President
BJ Clark said there had
been a fantastic level of interest in the competition.
“We are especially grateful to ANZ for the commitment they have made to
this partnership in conducting this event. They have
been with us since 2010 and

have been generous in making this happen,” he said.
“Its aim is to promote
among young people a deeper understanding and appreciation of the sacriﬁces made
by those who served New
Zealand in war and armed
con ict. It s positive to see
so many contestants speaking on and sharing their
experiences of the Anzac
spirit, as it relates to them.”
The competition is a partnership between the RSA
and ANZ to promote a
deeper understanding and
appreciation of the sacriﬁces made by those who
have served New Zealand
in armed con icts overseas.
The competition is a tribute to Cyril Bassett, VC
(1892-1983) – the only New
Zealander at Gallipoli to be
awarded the Victoria Cross,
and one who worked his entire career at ANZ Group.

TARANAKI OWNED & OPERATED

Two shops covering Taranaki!
All curtains made on site in our New Plymouth Shop

BUILDING
AT NEW
HOME?

Weekly round the
Mountain Service!

S pp
l cal
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“It’s wonderful to see these
talented young New Zealanders honour the contributions of the men and women
who helped shape what New
Zealand is today,” he said.
As well as the trip to Gallipoli for the 2016 ANZAC
Day commemorations, the
national winner was to be
awarded a $1000 travel
fund, a trophy, a laptop computer and digital camera.
The eight regional winners
will receive $1000 prize
money as well as another
$1000 for their school and
a place in the national ﬁnal.

Glover Anderson (RSA), Michael McLeod New Plymouth Boys High, Cindy Wilson (ANZ)
Photo courtesy of Jacqui McGowan
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ANZ Head of Corporate Affairs Peter Parussini said the bank was
proud to again be involved.
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Fish and Game slams
Wairarapa dam plan
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Wellington Fish and
Game
is
supporting
calls from independent
economist Peter Fraser
to shelve the Wairarapa
Water
Use
Project
(WWUP) and suggests
future
investigations
must focus on smarter
ways to farm and grow
the regional economy.
Manager Phil Teal says
the latest dairy payout
announcement
is
the
ﬁnal nail in the cofﬁn for
the large-scale irrigation
project which was never
compelling from both
an environmental and
economic
standpoint.
“It’s
becoming
increasingly clear that
a prudent approach to
growth in the Wairarapa
region is required, instead
of continuing to pour
millions of dollars of
taxpayer and ratepayer
funds into an irrigation
scheme, especially when
independent
analysis
clearly rejects its viability.
“The Ruataniwha dam
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in Hawke’s Bay has cost
local ratepayers huge sums
– many tens of millions of
dollars, and counting – and
it’s dubious as to whether a
sod will ever be turned on
the controversial project.
“The last thing the
Wairarapa
community
needs is to be saddled with
signiﬁcant rates hikes to fund
a project that wasn’t even a
goer when the dairy pay-out
was in the $6/kgMS range.
Now, with all indications
pointing to low dairy returns
being the new normal, the
regional council really has no
other option than to wisely
use this as an off-ramp.”
Mr Teal says WWUP
backers,
the
Greater
Wellington
Regional
Council,
and
the
government, through the
taxpayer-funded Irrigation
Acceleration Fund need to
look at more economically
and
environmentally

sustainable
options.
He says rather than
waste more rates and
taxes on an uneconomic
dams,
the
regional
council and Government
should be backing future
farming initiatives – lowinput farming systems.
“These are much better
suited to dry areas, and
are proven to be more
proﬁtable than high input
water-intensive
industrial
farming operations. Better
for farmers and better for the
environment; a win-win.”
Mr Teal says Wellington
Fish and Game has had
concerns about WWUP for
some time, for going well
beyond its brief and acting
as an irrigation advocate,
rather than providing the
Wairarapa community and
its leaders with balanced,
objective
information.
“WWUP is supposed to

be conducting a feasibility
exercise; instead it is acting
as a pro-irrigation lobby. The
quality of the debate in the
community about the merits
of irrigation is suffering as a
result. Wairarapa residents
and local leaders are being
promised the world, but
WWUP is failing to put
in front of them the many
downsides to such schemes,
not least of which are the
huge costs that are inevitably
borne by the community and
the environmental impacts.
“WWUP
has
always
been a dairy-heavy project.
heir own ﬁgures show
an expected doubling of
intensive
dairying.
No
other land use could, or
can, afford the water.
“It’s time to can the dam
idea and concentrate on
assisting struggling farmers
convert to more proﬁtable
and sustainable systems.”

One month until shave
Waikato farmer Damian
Bardoul was on a pig hunting trip when he realised
something wasn’t right.
The strapping 22-year-old
was struggling to carry the
pig he’d just caught. He was
constantly out of breath and
had to keep sitting down.
“My friends said ‘mate,
if you can’t carry your pig
out of the bush, then there
must be something seriously wrong with you.’”
They
were
right.
A week later Damian was
told he had acute lymphoblastic leukaemia – a rapidly
progressing cancer which affects the white blood cells.
Fortunately for Damian, a quick diagnosis and
cutting-edge
medication
meant he’s now in remission and getting on with
a relatively normal life.
But
his
story
is
far
from
unusual.
Every day six average
kiwis like Damian are di-

agnosed with a blood cancer. Leukaemia is the most
common of all childhood
cancers, and lymphoma
is the most common cancer for 15 to 24-year-olds.
In less than a month thousands of kiwis will show
their support for New Zealanders living with a blood
cancer when they lose their
locks for Shave for a Cure.
Leukaemia and Blood
Cancer New Zealand’s
(LBC) signature fundraising
event will be held on April
4-10 to raise money for the
10,000 New Zealanders living with a blood cancer.
Last year almost 2,000
brave
Shavees
mowed
their mops, and through
the support of their friends,
families,
local
businesses and schools managed to raise $1.4 million.
This year’s Shave promises to be even bigger with
a marketing campaign that
suggests ‘bad hair’ could

be conquered if you simply
lose your hair altogether.
The horrors of the ‘mullet’ as well as the hassles of ‘humidity hair’
could be banished forever
by pulling out the clippers and braving a Shave.
The campaign is off to
a hair-razing start with
more than 425 people already signed up and more
than
$110,000
raised.
The NZ Breakers squad
have again shown their
support for the six kiwis
diagnosed with a blood
cancer every day by Shaving their heads in February.
LBC’s services include
patient
support,
funding for research, information
and
awareness
programmes and advocating on behalf of patients.
Leukaemia is the most common of all childhood cancers;
lymphoma the most common in 15 to 24-year-olds.
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DairyNZ chief on what
a low payout may mean
Right now many dairy
farmers are looking at their
costs line by line. Where can
they make further savings?
The latest reforecast milk
price from Fonterra now
puts this season’s Farmgate
Milk Price at $3.90 per
kilogram of milksolids.
airy
s breakeven ﬁgure
for the average New Zealand
dairy farmer is $5.25.
That’s a big gap to bridge.
Around 85 per cent of the
14,000 owner-operators and
sharemilkers affected by the
low milk price are not making
any money this season. They
are having to build up more
debt and erode their equity
to get through another
season of looking after
their cows. The situation
will impact on the people
they employ and the rural
businesses they support too.
At times like these
DairyNZ has to deliver more
value than ever for farmers.
Our industry’s heritage of
pulling together and taking
a co-operative industry
approach to challenges
gives us a strong mandate
– as did our last levy vote
in 2014. But it comes with
the need to stand alongside

farmers and deliver real and
tangible value that makes a
difference to their businesses
– individually and at an
industry-wide level too.
To help farmers we’ve
been running our Tactics
campaign and other key
events for some time now,
designed to hone in on cost
creep and provide access to
tools and support to make
changes in their business.
DairyNZ
has
always
maintained that the ability
to efﬁciently harvest pasture
is the best determinant
of proﬁtability across all
farm systems. Pasture still
provides the least expensive
feed for dairy cows and
remains the foundation of
our farm systems. That has
been our constant message
and is at the heart of our
advice to, and research for,
farmers. It will continue to be
our message into the future.
Pasture and the ability
to turn off supplement use
is also the foundation of
how we are able to manage
volatility,
and
farmers
are using this mechanism
strongly at this time. Farmers
are using the obvious levers
at their disposal to manage
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volatility in milk price –
culling cows instead of
using supplementary feed
to maintain cow condition.
The next phase of the
DairyNZ Tactics campaign
starting this month has a
renewed focus on pasture
as the key driver of farming
competitively through both
high and low milk price
situations. We are excited
about the potential that
this initiative has to help
farmers. It starts with a
challenge on whether New
Zealand
dairy
farmers
are truly pasture ﬁrst.
We want to connect with
as many dairy farmers as
possible and see where
we can help or, if we can’t
help, put them in touch
with those that can. That
could mean they receive a
phone call or visit from us.
We are also currently
running tailored events
to support sharemilkers,
in
partnership
with
Federated Farmers. These
are amongst the most
vulnerable groups of farmers
in the current situation.
Top budget case studies
featured on our website
have been updated. These
nine top operators have
opened up their budgets
and made them available
to others. The update will
detail what changes they
have made and how they
are placed for next season.
In the coming months
GoodYarn workshops are
also running, designed to
help farmers talk about
mental health and recognise
the signs of stress and
mental health problems.
In terms of our long
term research and science
objectives we can’t just turn
off the tap. Two of our most
important research projects
for example are seven-year
investments – one focused
around developing forages
for reduced nitrate leaching
to future-proof our industry.
The other is researching
cow fertility and lifetime

productivity. Together, current
performance in these two
farming areas – fertility and
productivity - are estimated
to cost the dairy industry
$1 billion annually. The
proﬁtability of dairy farming
could be increased by $500
million per year if industry
targets
for
reproductive
performance are achieved.
These
targets
will
not be achieved using
current
knowledge
and
technologies
alone.
A
biological breakthrough is
required. The aim of this
project is to accelerate
genetic gain in fertility and
manipulate the biology that
underpins
cow
fertility.
As stated above, the
challenge we have is you
can’t easily switch research
on and off if you want to keep
it delivering for farmers. If
we do, the government will
also stop investing with us.
However, we are certainly
looking at what research
projects can be pared back for
now, and reducing our costs.
I am accountable to our
farmer-led board on how $67
million worth of levy funds
from dairy farmers delivers
value for the investments
the board prioritises and
approves.
Farmers
are
also keen to hear the value
they get too for what is a
substantial amount of money.
As production drops, so does
our own income, although not
to the extent of farmers. The
levy is not a ﬁxed cost. It is
pegged to farmer’s business
in terms of milk production,
being set at 3.6 cents per
kilogram
of
milksolids.
The board has not relaxed
any of our targets. It is
expecting more from less,
as I know farmers are too.
Tim
Mackle,
chief
executive
DairyNZ.

Tim Mackle.
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ames angton s next ﬁght
will be on Saturday April 2,
at the
B tadium in ew
lymouth. is will be one of
eight ﬁghts on the card 3
professional and corporate.
James’ opponent will be
Isileli Fa who is a brother
of unior Fa the last person
to beat oseph arker in a
boxing match. he promoter
for the event is am apira
Boxing.
heir ﬁght will be a
eavyweight one. Of Isileli

gto is fres for is
Fa ames said “ e s been in
the boxing scene for a while.
e s always very tough
as well as being relaxed in
the ring. It s never an easy
ﬁght against him .” ames
thought his opponent was
ranked ninth in ew ealand
for the ruiserweight weight
division. he two boxers
will face off over six rounds.
ames feels he s now back
on track after feeling “burnt
out” at the time of the onty
Betham ﬁght when he lost
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in our ne t i ht!
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We are a local company training local people.
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he ﬁrst shots rang out for
the ﬁrst night of the
6
shooting season at the ub
ri e range on
ednesday
arch 6. arly indications
of form came from ason
ameron who top scored
for the night heading of
father Bruce.
here were
top grouping cards from
ackson ennings and ean
ichael Bower who both
scored
s. robably the
most impressive score was

ames hopes lots of
Opunake people will be at
ringside for the Big Fight
ight on aturday April
as their support will be
appreciated.

from hristine tarr who
on her ﬁrst try scored a .
on a full card.
On arch
competition
got underway with
the
Oaonui Open and scores
will be used for selection
for the orth Island eams
of en to be held on ay
at utt alley. Although
the top seven places are a
done deal there will be a
great competition for the
ﬁnal three or four places.
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ame a ot aturday at Oaonui

he ﬁrst shoot for the
mall Bore season arget
hooting was shot on
arch
at Oaonui. It was
well organised with plenty
of top pri es up for grabs.
he night was very hot in
more ways than one.
oy
erbison from
auranga
had a real battle with Bruce
ameron from awera. ot
a point separated them over
each of the three cards and
both having the same total
of
. . In a ﬁnal
shot
elimination round oy kept
the pressure on
to win
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aster grade by being only
down three points over the
ﬁve cards. eanette insey
from
ellington won the
A grade from
awera s
runner-up Sam Gooding
. he B.
rade winner
was ohn
ughes from
almerston
orth from
ltham s
aul
ongstaff.
rades winner was
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the title being keenly sought
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ayden Andreoli
. 3
second season of the sport. Frank
ustace 6.
am
lare pipped her father Bob
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test ﬁg t

of teve artley and olin
mith.
As to the future he s keen
to endeavour to reclaim his
boxing title. “I m happy
to ﬁght him anywhere.” e
points out that ames has
to be his ﬁrst challenge. e
adds “ hat s a ﬁght I m
deﬁnitely keen on.”
As to his world ranking he
says “I want to break into
the top
” and mentions
his current ranking is
.

eason
begins
for
awera ub hooting

ELE TRI L

P

this
ruiserweight
title. “I d had seven ﬁghts
in 3 months
not many
professional boxers have
had that.”
e continued
“I m feeling fresh again. I
want that title back that s
for sure.”
“I learnt a lot from that
ﬁght. a big learning curve.”
e says he want to work on
being “more relaxed” in the
ring and “not so tense.”
ames has made some
changes to his preparation.
“I m not pushing myself
so hard and training less
often. I ve also increased
my carbs and now have a lot
more energy. e also paid
tribute to the coaching input
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Right now at Colourplus,
save 33% off thousands of
styles of fashion wallpaper.
paint | wallpaper | curtains | blinds

*Offer applies to Vision and other selected wallpaper (excludes Designa). Offer excludes existing quotes and other promotional offers. Disclaimer: All products have the Colourplus guarantee of immediate refund or replacement if
defective in any way. Colourplus regrets that not all Colourplus stores may stock all of the products advertised in this brochure. All offers are valid until Sunday 3rd April 2016, and apply to cash, eftpos and credit card sales only.
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Fifty years of athletics at Kaponga
Kaponga Amateur Athletic
Club celebrated 50 years of
athletics at Victoria Park,
Kaponga.
The Sub Committee
of seven decorated the
Kaponga Rugby Club rooms
in the club colours of black
and white for the 50th Jubilee
Dinner held on Friday March
18.
Committee
minutes,

club records,
photos,
certiﬁcates trophies along
with Kaponga’s present and
past uniform, including the
pattern for the sewing the
old uniform were on display.
Club President, Les
Symes, welcomed everyone
and gave an overview of the
Club format and the success
of the current members to
date.

A total of 59 Past and
Present members attended
the evening. A buffet meal
was en oyed while ﬁve
young members, wearing
the current uniform, waited
on the tables.
Club Patron and Life
Member, Peter Eliason
spoke of his family’s long
involvement in the club,
including the success of his
sisters, Jenny and Karen. A
past
president,
Geoff
Harding also spoke of the
good old days, followed
by an inspirational speech
from past member, Natasha
Cameron, who spoke mainly
to the ﬁve young members
urging them to enjoy
athletics as it opens doors to
all other sports.
The cake, made and iced,
by a parent member, Kylie
Taylor was cut by four Life
Members:- Mike and Helen
Cameron, Peter Eliason and
an original Life Member,
Mrs Jean Christensen.
Left: Caterers and
helpers. Front row,
Brayden Taylor, Jorja
Symes, Madeline
Symes. Back row, Ellie
Kowalewski, Mary
Dettling, Baileigh Collins.

Cutting the Jubilee Cake. Life Members Mike and Helen Cameron, Patron Peter Eliason and Life Member Jean Christensen cutting the Jubilee cake.

Tryathlon has cast of hundreds
wo hundred and ﬁfty
competitors from eight
primary schools took part
in this year’s Mount Spa
Tryathlon. Based at the
Opunake Pools, the event
was run by the Opunake
Community Baths Society
with help from local
business, schools, parents
and whanau.
The
day
involved
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swimming, cycling and
running, beginning with a
welcome and safety brief
at 10am, before the event
started at 10.30. There were
boys and girls events for 10
years and younger, and 11
years and older, as well as
long course and short course
teams events, ending with
the prizegiving from 12.30
to 1pm.
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McNEIL DECORATING
– for all your painting
and decorating. Ph: Jason
McNeil 027 233 4584
RAHOTU PANEL &
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Repilers – Ph: 06 215 7227
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PAINTER
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Ph: Bryan McNeil 027 465
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STOPPERS. Phone Glenn
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Free quote. Phone 021 149
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GMAIL.COM
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HAIR ANALYSIS, shows
vitamin, mineral and amino
deﬁciencies if any bacterial
or viral infections, food
intolerances, etc results
back within the hour. $90
at Hardys the health shop in
Centre City. 7587553
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PROTECT
YOUR
IMMUNE system and help
ﬁght off bugs. iral ex 6
caps $29.90 savings $15.50
at Hardys the health shop in
Centre City 067587553

FISH OIL 1500 mg 200
caps, $19.90 at Hardys
the health shop in centre
city. 7587553 Hardys the
health shop in Centre City
067587553

DORPER EWE and lamb
$200 Ph: 761 8811 ask for
Dave

SYSTEM WELL covers
all immune areas, ie
respiratory, digestive, skin,
etc, buy 90 caps receive free
45 caps, $49.90 Hardys the
health shop in Centre City
067587553
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WINZ quotes
Powered
Insulated
3.6m x 2.4m
So many uses
Cabins delivered to
your site

o

$

FREECALL
0800 111 344
www.roommatecabins.co.nz

Visit us at: 470 Devon Street West NEW PLYMOUTH
GET YOUR PAWS ON
SOME GREAT PRIZES !

Promote
your business
or event
in our area

HC TLS1313 *Terms & Conditions apply. See website for details.

WANT TO DO BUSINESS
IN OUR AREA?
TALK TO US
Opunake and Coastal
News is distributed free
to every home and
business within the rural
area, bounded in the
north by the New
Plymouth city border,
extending east to
Egmont Village, and
around to the edge of
Stratford, south to the
Hawera city border and
inland to Kaponga and
through Eltham.
We are an independent
newspaper based in
Opunake, which is
targeting both the towns
and rural communities
and we aim to have news
coverage within all the
areas of our distribution.
We want to be involved
with your business
call today and discuss
your marketing options
with the team.
COVERING
THE COAST

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

Call us today to
advertise 06 761 7016
Next issue out April 8

NEW AIR RIFLES from
$79 at Collins Sports Centre.

SCRAP METAL - for
all scrap metal Taranakiwide, give us a call. Molten
Metals (06) 751 5367
www.moltenmetals.co.nz
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WHAT’S ON
JONATHAN YOUNG
MP for New Plymouth
Need to speak with your local MP?
Monthly clinics being held in Opunake, 3rd Monday of each
month. 10am-12pm at the Opunake Business Centre. Please
email or phone to book a time.
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Meet on the 1st Monday of each month.
OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
First Sunday of each month at the Opunake Town Hall,
1-4pm. All welcome
SCHNITZEL NIGHT
Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
COASTALCARE – LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Wednesdays 9am - 5pm , for an appointment call 027 591
4222 - 0800 555 676
SURF INN
Every day free pool. Every Friday free sausage sizzle from 5.
Every Sunday afternoon. Pool comp
COASTAL YOUNG FARMERS
Meet 2nd Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato
Bowling Club.
TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME,
MANAIA
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf
Highway, South Road, Manaia.
EGMONT EUCHRE CLUB
Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
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CAPE EGMONT HISTORIC LIGHT & MUSEUM
Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea.
TODD ENERGY AQUATIC CENTRE
Family fun times 10.30am to 4.30pm.
COASTAL SINGERS
7pm every Thursday night.Contact 761 8654
ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FRIDAY
MARKETS
8am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.
PERCY THOMSON GALLERY
Flight of Fancy, March 4 – 27. Refer advert.
THE VILLAGE GALLERY
Artist Meet up and Hang up a collection of 30 Taranaki
Artists. 15 March to 8 April.
ROSE OF TRALEE
Easter Monday - 2016 Taranaki Rose Interviews & HHRC
Races presentation, Hawera 11am-4pm
2016 Taranaki Rose Selection Saturday 2nd April, Plymouth
Hotel NP, 6.30pm
OPUNAKE MOUNTAIN TO SEA CROSS-COUNTRY
MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDE
Monday March 28. Refer article in What’s On.
PERCY THOMSON GALLERY
Connections 2016 and 18th International Collage Exchange,
April 1 – 24. Refer advert.
COASTAL SOCIAL DAY at OKATO
1 April: 12pm to 3pm at the Okato 4 Square Car Park &
Main Street. Refer advert for full details.

st
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u hso s
ssociates oar roo at the
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a ier t
u a e
opposite the CoastalCare

edical Centre

KITCHEN SAFARI AND CRAFT MARKET
April 2, 9am – 4pm. Refer advert for full details.
TARANAKI EXPLOSION BOXING FIGHT NIGHT
April 2, at the TSB Stadium. Refer advert for full details.
TET CUE THEATRE PRESENTS
The Fox on the Fairway. April 2 - 16 2016. Evening
performances at 7.30pm, Sunday Matinees at 2.00pm.
Refer advert for full details
EVERYBODY’S THEATRE BOUTIQUE NIGHT
Hail Caesar – April 3, Refer article.
ARTHRITIS SEMINAR
ome to a seminar on osteoarthritis and ﬁnd out more
Wendy Kopura, arthritis educator from Arthritis NZ, will
talk about pain management, Kevin Bromell, from Mobility
and more will demonstrate handy gadgets th April 2016,
10am to 12.30 pm at the Opunake Coastal Care Health and
Community centre 26 Napier Street, Opunake. Refer advert.
OPUNAKE COMMUNITIES KINDERGARTEN IS
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
On Thursday April 14. Please refer to advert for full details.
ST. JOHNS FIRST AID COURSE
One day course, Tuesday 26th April starting at 8am at the
Sandfords Event Centre. Refer advert for further details.

Connecting through the exploration of artistic pathways
On April 1 we have two
new exhibitions opening
here at Percy Thomson
Gallery.
Connections
2016
comprises eight female
Taranaki artists who explore
the
pathways
through
which their art has taken
them, connecting them in a
common thread of artistic
exploration.
Our second exhibition
is Dale Copeland’s 18th
International
Collage
Exchange. More than 100
collage artists from around
the world send a package of
13 collage artworks to Dale
in Puniho, Okato.
Of each of the artist’s
contribution,
one
is
exhibited and offered for
sale, one becomes part of
a collection donated to a
chosen art institute, while
the remainder are sent in
mixed packs back to the
artists; an exchange between
peers – a parcel of surprises.
Connections 2016 artists
are
Jenny
Bielawski,
Viv Davy, Juliet Chell,
Sue
Morton,
Antonia
O’Mahony, Frances Rookes,
Chris Poletti and Dorothy
Andrews. Each is on her
respective creative journey,
working with different
mediums to bring exciting
works to the community and
the art world.
This
exhibition
will
be stimulating and a
conversation creator, where
views of the world will be
questioned, sometimes with
a generous twist of humour.
Antonia
O’Mahony
travelled for many years,
then settled in Cork, Ireland,

where she was a member
of Cork Printmakers, a
professional studio for
printmakers.
Since returning to New
Zealand with her family she
has worked from her home
studio in Taranaki.
Antonia describes her
work as “investigating
the human form and how
it relates to and interacts
with its environment and
activities. Attempting to
illustrate a world in which
everything is interrelated
and connected, I use drawing
and printmaking to take the
body into distortions, which
express this on the physical.
“I
am
particularly
interested in drawing as
a contemplative process
for the emergence of these
forms and the residual marks
left as evidence of this, in the
printed image.”
Inglewood artist Dorothy
Andrews says of her work:
“I love to draw plants,
especially leaves and take
pride in every little detail.
“I also enjoy drawing
things from my head. Just
fragments of things jumbled
together to form distant
memories of things that
perhaps never were, or have
long since crumbled away to
form new shapes and objects.
What these shapes represent
to the viewer is determined
by their own memories.
Everyone interprets them
differently
“I am very focused on the
environment and our lack of
respect for it.”
Frances
Rookes
is
interested
in
visually
exploring
the
many

in uences that can develop
or alter sense of self and to
this intent creates works
that provoke thought around
these matters.
Frances’
re-creation
of ‘questionably perfect
and
skeletal
forms’
make reference to life’s
experience self sufﬁciency
and human resilience.
Huinga artist Sue Morton
says that whatever else has
been going on in her life,
art has always been the
‘constant’.
Through a three-year
diploma with the Southern
Institute of Technology, Sue
has discovered the wonders
of digital photography and
Photoshop.
“Above all, I enjoy the
challenge
of
creating
something new. Who knows
where this road will take
me?”
Her latest series, ‘Remnants
of a Slice of Heaven,’ was
born through a fascination
with a local garage left
desolate with remnants of
the previous tenant’s life
there.
Opunake artist Viv Davy
works with various ﬁbre
media, ranging from silk
to wire. Her current body
of work, ‘Sequential,’ is an
exploration of repetition
and the building of layers of
content.
“Creating
works
that
change as the angle of view
moves, challenge quick
initial perceptions, and
invite the viewer to linger
and engage more deeply.”
Making art is joyous for
new Plymouth’s Jenny
Bielawski.

“The ideas come into my
brain in their raw form, and
I develop them onto paper,
canvas or into structures
often made with ﬁbre or
fabric, or anything else that
might take my fancy.
“Half the fun is choosing
what medium to develop an
idea. Sometimes the idea
comes from the medium,
other times the medium
is adapted to the idea. It
is intriguing to be able to
ﬁnd so many interesting
materials and change their
form into a ‘work of art’.”
About 10 years ago
Chris Poletti began taking

photographs as a hobby, and
discovered a passion for it.
Her professional career in
graphic design helped with
composing an image before
pressing the button.
The love of countryside has
always been a key factor in
the choice of subject matter
for her photographs.
“The feeling of space is
important to me, especially
now that I live in New
Plymouth, and those rural
views can no longer be taken
for granted,” she said.
“The atmosphere and light
in these images add another
dimension to the landscape

photographs that is at times
serene, and at other times
mysterious.”
Juliet Chell was born in
Whanganui but she grew up
on a farm east of Stratford,
Huiakama. Juliet is a multidisciplinary artist, working
across sculpture, drawing,
painting and printmaking.
Her work is informed by
cultural and social issues,
including
information
technology and the in uence
it has on our lives.
You are welcome to attend
the opening/preview of these
two exhibitions on Friday
April 1 at 7pm.
Rhonda Bunyan.

Collage by Kaliya Crowe of USA. Part of Dale Copeland’s International Collage
Exchange opening at Percy Thomson Gallery on April 1.
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Ticket holders will be fortunate to see this stunning home in its entirety, as the entire house and workshop will be open.

Kitchens for a cause
The kitchen is often
thought of the “hub” or
“command central” of a
home. It is the room where
meals are created, days are
discussed and time can be
spent entertaining family
and friends. It is the heart of
the home.
On Saturday April 2 from
9-4, the Opunake Lakeside
Lions have nine stunning
kitchens open to the public
as a fundraiser. The kitchens
have been designed in

different styles, and each
is suited to the owners’
particular requirements and
way of life. From kitchens
to accommodate empty
nesters, to ones that support
busy family life, through to
kitchens with entertaining
in mind. There are kitchens
on display that have
entertaining in mind, one
with an outdoor cooking,
kitchens that are open plan
with indoor outdoor ow.
One of the home owners

has opened their entire new
house complete with their
workshop open as well. That
will certainly appeal to the
men.
The nine kitchens will have
something for everyone.
Along with inspiration
and ideas to take away and
implement in your home,
there is also the tradies
contacts and information to
collect from the home. So,
if you’re planning a new
build or renovation, you can
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Kitchen Safari and
Craft
Market
SATURDAY 2nd APRIL 2016 9AM - 4PM

View 9 kitchens plus all of one brand new home, incorporating
newly built and renovated kitchens in a wide range of styles.

get the experts onto it right
away.
The locations of the
kitchens will be printed on
your ticket and you can get
around the locations at your
own pace.
Ticket holders to the event
will receive free entry to
the Craft Market at the
Opunake Town Hall and a
free hot drink. This Market
is a fantastic opportunity to
be organised and buy a gift

March 20 saw the Village
Gallery in Eltham buzzing
with visitors as 40 Taranaki
Artists celebrated their
exhibition opening as the
Artist Meet Up Group.
The group meets informally
every 4-6 weeks in various
locations to socialise, share
ideas and collaborate. In
this display each artist has
submitted one piece of work
and the art forms are varied.
The exhibition runs from
March 15 to April 8, and is
open daily except Sundays,
10am -3pm. A visit on a
Saturday is recommended
if you want to meet some of
the artists. This is to be an
‘artist in residence’ day.
Maree Liddington

Look on our facebook page for more information: kitchen safari and craft market

Proudly sponsored by:

Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration,
Custom Construction, Imagine
ilding
Design, Newton Gordge Joinery Ltd,
DR (Jack) Gray, Drakes Furnishers

or email for tickets:
sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz

View of the exhibition showing in the foreground
sculptures by Oriah Rapley, ‘Feather’, Kauri and Taranaki
Andesite; Claire Sadler, ‘Recline’, Rhododendron on
Stainless Steel arc; Steve Molloy , ‘Beacon’, Steel. On
the walls behind from left: Barbara Clegg, Hinenui to Po,
Acrylic on canvas; Brenda Cash, ‘ Retro 5’, Mixed Media;
Dale Copeland, ‘Noddy’s farewell’, assemblage of found
objects; Paul Hutchinson,’Still Life with my Own Front
Teeth’

P

per ticket - available from:

OPUNAKE
Sinclair Electrical & Refrigeration
NEW PLYMOUTH
Custom Construction
7 Clinton St, Fitzroy
Cleaver and Moore Hairdressing
157 Devon St East
INGLEWOOD
Drakes Furnishers
HAWERA
Peta M Gifts
STRATFORD
Colour Plus Stratford

sure to like and share the
page and go into the draw to
win a free ticket to the event.
Tickets can be purchased
at Custom Construction
New Plymouth, Cleaver
and Moore Hairdressing,
New Plymouth, Drakes
Furnishers
Inglewood,
Stratford Colourplus, Peta M
Gifts, Hawera , and Sinclair
Electrical and Refrigeration
Opunake.

Artists Meet Up at The Village Gallery

Ticket includes free entry to Craft Fair & Cafe at Opunake Town Hall with
complementary tea or coffee

$30

for Mothers Day coming up
in May.
Better yet, buy a ticket for
Mum to the Kitchen Safari.
There is a wide variety of
stalls at the Market and
there will be mufﬁns slices
and the famous Coastal
Cupcakes on sale. The Craft
Market is open to the public
from 9am for $2 entry.
Check out the event on
Facebook page- Kitchen
Safari and Craft Market. Be
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Countdown to naming Taranaki’s
Rose of Tralee

Claire Richardson

Nicole Murray

Briana Matthews

Emily Shirtcliffe

This
year’s
Taranaki
Rose of Tralee kicks off at
11am on Easter Monday
March 28 with a Meet and
Greet and Rose interviews
at the Furlong Motor Inn
Restaurant
in
Hawera,
followed by the races. The
2016 Taranaki Rose winner
will be announced at the
ﬁnal on aturday April
at the Plymouth Hotel in
New Plymouth. Tickets
are available at the hotel
reception, and all are
welcome to attend. There
will be live band, Campbell
Jive, a performance by the
Taranaki Irish dancers, and a
three course dinner. Anyone
wishing to be a sponsor for
this event can contact the
organiser Louise Buhler
06)274 8494.
Sponsors
adverts and logos will be
displayed in the programme
and on the projector screen
at the ﬁnal.
This year’s contestants are.
Briana
Matthews(23).
Teacher at Francis Douglas
Memorial College New
Plymouth.
Studied
Victoria
university.
Bachelor of Architectural
Studies
majoring
in
Interior
Architecture.
Graduate
Diploma
of
Teaching(Secondary).
Parents Amanda and Charlie

Taranaki Pirates?
A curious little story
emerges from the early years
of the Nga Motu trading
station (New Plymouth).
After the migration Tama te
Uaua had basically evacuated
nearly all the residents of
the North Taranaki coast, a
schooner – the Ann – called
at Nga Motu in December
1833. They recorded that

there were only a ‘handful’
of inhabitants living there
still. One was Mr Grundy,
a European seaman. He told
the skipper of the Ann that
the remains of three “South
Seas Pirates” had been found
on Mikotahi Island.
So the question that
immediately comes to mind
is just who were these

‘pirates’ and why would an
experienced seaman describe
the remains not merely as
seamen but as “South Seas
Pirates”? Presumably there
was something about their
clothing, artifacts, weapons
maybe, or skeletons that
made him believe they were
neither Maori skeletons
– which were commonly

Hawera Repertory Society presents

DUETS
A comedy play by Peter Quilter,
Directed by Samantha Turner

15 - 23 April 2016
Repertory House
59 Collins Street, Hawera
Adults - $28
(Booking fees apply)

Tickets on sale from

interred in hidden spots on
the islands – nor seamen’s
remains. We must assume
he had a god reason for this
identiﬁcation.
Maybe
they
were
disgruntled sailors who had
jumped ship and were hiding
out on Mikotahi Island
waiting for another ship
to arrive. But that doesn’t
explain the description
‘pirate,’ or indeed why no
attempt at contact had been
made with local people.
Could they have been
shipwrecked and washed
ashore? But as ordinary
seamen there’s no record
of who they could be, or
where they might have come
from. And how did they
meet their end? Presumably
if the locals – at this point
there were very few of them
– had been involved in any
such incident, Mr Grundy
would almost certainly have
heard of it. With so much
time passing, it is unlikely
we will ever ﬁnd answers to
these questions and it will
just have to remain one of
Taranaki’s little mysteries.
Nigel Ogle
Tawhiti Museum

Matthews(Kaponga).
Claire
Richardson.(24).
Medical student Otago
University. Parents Kevin
and Marian Richardson.
(Tataraimaka).
Emily
Shirtcliffe(24).

Pharmacist at Robertson’s
Pharmacy, Hawera. Parents
Patria and Peter Shirtcliffe.
Nicole Murray(25). Agri
manager Ravensdown in
Wanganui. Parents Alan and
Roberta Murray(Matapu).

We welcome your contributions
Please send to
editorial
@opunakecoastal news.co.nz
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People who put in public notices
connections
2016
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Call in at
apier Street, Opunake
or e-mail us ads opunakecoastalnews.co.n

18th international
collage exchange
A worldwide collage
exchange of surprises
project co-ordinated by
dale copeland

april 1 -24

collage susan mabray
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Seaviews, mountain views and
superb value for money

ook o t kets at
g e oo
ook e t e
P
0
$
e e so o
$ 0 o
e a
g o s o 10

S

R

L

Tenders are called for one
of the best-value-for-money
properties one could hope
for. Tenders close at 2pm
Wednesday April 6.
The four bedroomed house
is at 22A Fox Street, Opunake
and is marketed by Michelle
Hofmans of First National
(Mills and Gibbon), Hawera.
There will be an Open Day
on Sunday April 3 (1pm
to 1.30pm). The GV is
$340,000.
This two-storey house was
built by the current owner
in the 1980s with attractive
lines and low maintenance
in mind – the house is clad
in Hardiplank and has
aluminium joinery. It is set
in a modest sized very tidy
garden of 512 m2 (about
an eighth of an acre). It has
a veranda at the front and a
semi-covered deck on the
seaward side. There is even
a veranda on the north side
of the house.
Once inside one is struck
by how well lit it is with
its expansive windows. The
house is carpeted throughout,
which supports its warm
feeling - coupled with its
comprehensive insulation of
All
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Calling for tenders on this property on 22a Fox Street.
the ceiling and floors. Gas
heating keeps the interior
cosy.
An attractive feature of the
house is the exposed beams
in various places including
the spacious lounge and
bedrooms upstairs.
For larger families here a
bonus – two bathrooms - both
tastefully appointed.
Lots of built in cupboards
ensure there is plenty of

storage possibilities.
(Hoarders please note!).
The internal car garage can
be readily accessed by press of
the Merline Powerlift button,
thus allowing the garage door
to open automatically.
Picture this. A slide of the
ranchslider and you can be
down at the beach in minutes,
stroll to the lake which is
nearby or visit the shops.
Perhaps you’d rather just

ooks good Vanessa

from

relax on the deck and sip
something to your liking as
you watch the sea pounding
in, as a magic sunset settles
in.
There has been definite
interest in this quality
home. Don’t delay. Contact
Michelle now 027 531 7684
or 06 278 0360. You can
email her at michelle@mgfn.
co.nz Friendly, expert service
is guaranteed.
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Get along to the Opunake Mountain to Sea cross-country event on March 28.

Opunake Lions event
keeps on giving
The Opunake Mountain
to Sea cross-country
Mountain bike ride will take
adventurers on a 40km ride
across gentle but challenging
scenic farmland this weekend
on Monday March 28.
Registration is from
9.30 am at Upper
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very year any proﬁts from
the event go to that year’s
chosen charity. This year
it w ill go to the Opunake
Volunteer Fire Brigade
In past years these has
included Opunake’s St
John ambulance and
The Cottage Rest Home.
Courtesy vehicles will be
available to take competitors
back to their cars.
Adult $20, Under 15 $15
and family $40 late fees
will apply on the day
Call Ian 067611722s
a0
or Nigel C
0 6h7r6is1t7m
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Our next issue is due out
April 8
Phone us today to
advertise your event
06 761 7016
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Last Paradise screening at Everybodys
The Taranaki produced
film Last Paradise packed
out 60 cinemas in its recent
Australian tour and audiences
were stunned by Taranaki on
the big screen in this 45 year
story of how New Zealand
became the world capital of
adventure.
he ﬁlm has won six ma or
international awards and enoyed special praise by inter
national screewriter legends
including Tim Winton and
Ben Elton. As an interlude
in the international tour ﬁlm
maker Clive Neeson is in
Taranaki to present a special
screening of the ﬁlm in Opu
nake to inspire us on adventure and the ultimate lifestyle.
Last Paradise is the 45 year
quest for adrenalin in stunning original footage and was
created with Peter Jackson’s
Lord of the Rings team. This

ﬁlm is hugely inspirational
for all the family and makes
you proud to live here, so
bring along some friends
and discover Taranaki on the
world stage. Showing 7pm
Friday April 15 Everybodys
Theatre, with supper, and a
chance to talk to the director.
Tickets are $15, and available
from Maree Drought or Debbie Campbell.
Last Paradise” has been
dubbed “the greatest story of
adrenaline and innovation,” how a bunch of young adventurers met in the wilderness and pushed the limits of
innovation to pioneer the
modern concept of extreme
sports and adventure travel.
For physicist/film maker
Clive Neeson the film has
literally been a lifetime in
the making and that ourney
provides an insight to how

we can chase our dreams
and achieve anything. The
message is all concealed in
the fun of adventure, and 45
years of awdropping original
footage..
The film’s characters include the original extreme
sports pioneers like AJ Hackett and Al Byrne who take us
on the ourney of a lifetime
to discover virgin paradise in
Australia Bali exico u
rope, New Zealand and Africa during the 60’s and 70’s.
They leave us with a revelation on the amazing change
in 45 years, and what lies in
our future. The 45 years of
golden unseen footage was
restored by Peter Jackson’s
team who discovered it during the making of “Lord of
the Rings,” and declared it
as “the best footage we have
seen”. Music legends like

Cat Stevens personally came
on board to provide a classic
soundtrack for the ﬁlm.
he ﬁlm tour was launched
in Australia by celebrity
writer Tim Winton who recognised the power of the
ﬁlm for awakening us to the
beauty of the wilderness. This
was echoed by the cinema
audiences themselves calling
for “every Australian to see
this ﬁlm.”
Audiences of all ages are
inspired on what is possible
through the study of science,
the spirit of adventure’ and
the will to manifest our own
life’s dreams.
he ﬁlm has won a string of
international awards including Most Popular Film at the
New Zealand Film Festival,
Best of Banff in Canada, and
The Ambassador of Green
Award at XDance.
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Everybody’s Theatre BOUTIQUE NIGHT 3 April

HAIL CAESAR!

Boutique $25 includes wine/beer and tasty treats.
Bookings Essential to ensure you are accommodated for.
Comedy, 106min, PG 13, Coarse Language.
In the early
s ddie annix is busy at work trying
to solve all the problems of the actors and ﬁlmmakers at
Capitol Pictures. His latest assignments involve a disgruntled director, a singing cowboy, a beautiful swimmer and
a handsome dancer. As if all this wasn t enough annix
faces his biggest challenge when Baird Whitlock gets kidnapped while in costume for the swords-and-sandals epic
“Hail, Caesar!” If the studio doesn’t pay $100,000, it’s the
end of the line for the movie star.

Starring Josh Brolin, George Clooney, Alden Ehrenreich, Ralph Fiennes, Jonah Hill, Scarlett Johansson,
Frances McDormand, Tilda Swinton, Channing Tatum.

Opunake - M O V I E S - BO U T I Q U E T H E A T R E – H I R E
F o r i n f o r m a t i o n e m a i l : e v e r y b o d y s t h e a t r e @ g m a i l . c o m o r c h e c k f a c e b o o k - Everybody’s Theatre
www.everybodystheatre.co.nz
Lollies, popcorn, drinks, ice-creams,
chocolate bars, tea/coffee for sale

oastal are Health and ommunity entre
ome o

e re

Adults $10, Students 4-16 $8 Under 4 Free
Senior Citizens $8. No Eft-pos

The Lady in The Van

Mahana

An elderly homeless woman who
strikes up an unusual relationship
with English playwright Alan
Bennett whilst living in a van
parked outside his house.

The story of a rivalry between two sheepshearing families set on New Zealand's East
Coast in the 1960s.

Drama, True Story & Biography
|104min | M | Offensive Language

lar ervi e e rren ly ave r nnin are
FOODBAN

Drama, Historical | M | Sexual references &
content that may disturb

Friday 25 March @
7pm
Wednesday 30 March @ 1pm
Saturday 2 April @
7pm

Sunday 27 March @
7 pm
Wednesday 30 March @7pm

Tuesday s and Wednesday s 10am - pm, providing basic food parcels for those in need.

BUD ET AD I E

advice and assistance with budgets and finances, every second Wednesday.

How to be Single

10 Cloverfield Lane

Helping Alice navigate her way
through an unfamiliar city is Robin,
a fun-loving, wild co-worker who
enjoys partying and one-night
stands.

After surviving a car accident, Michelle
wakes up to find herself in an underground
bunker with two men.

Action, Mystery, Science Fiction, Thriller
|103min| M | Violence & content that may
disturb

Comedy, Romance| 109min | M |
Offensive Language & sexual references

TARANA I PODIATRY

every rd Tuesday - specialised foot care for all ages in clinics

TUI ORA

Wednesday 6 @
Saturday 9 @
Wednesday 20 @

Wednesday 6 @ 1pm
Saturday 9 @ 7pm

Haumiri massage koha based - every third Friday
lcohol and rug Counselling - weekly one to one counselling

Deadpool

SIAS HOFFMAN

Brooklyn

PG13| Drama | 111min

Action,comedy, science fiction, thriller
|108min | R16 |graphic violence, sex
scenes & offensive language.

one to one counselling for any need, specialising in an iety, depression and relationship
therapy.

An Irish immigrant in 1950s New York falls for
a plumber but faces temptation from
another man.

Saturday 26 March @ 7pm

DAIRY N

Saturday 2 @
Sunday 10 @
Wednesday 13 @

once a month course - delivers industry training to those in the airy ndustry

PRIMARY ITO

HAIL CAESAR!

milk uality courses, a one day course looking at how to get the best uality
milk production.

Also permanently residing in the building are:

E
E E

E L

L

E

**Boutique Night**

includes a drink & food, bar facilities no BYO

From 6.30pm - Movie begins 7 pm

BOOKINGS & PREPAY ESSENTIAL

Regular movie attendance upstairs. Tickets available from

Debbie Campbell 027 290 2892 or Maree Drought 027 313 7494 or Email: everybodystheatre@gmail.com

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

25 Mar Mahana
7pm

26 Mar The Peanut Story 1 pm
Deadpool
7 pm

27 Mar Lady in the Van 7pm

1 April
Dad’s Army 7 pm

2 April Brooklyn
Mahana

3 April **Boutique Night**
Hail, Caesar! 7 pm

L E
E
L
E

30 March Mahana
1 pm
Lady in the Van 7 pm

E

6 Apr How to be Single 1 pm 8 April
9 Apr 10 Cloverfield Lane 1 pm
10 Cloverfield Lane 7pm Hail, Caesar! 7 pm
How to be Single 7 pm

E

ONTA T: ARETHA MANA ER on 761 8488

1pm
7pm
1pm

Sunday 3 April 2016 - $25

OMMUNITY ORRE TIONS

weekly - supporting offenders to help them address their offending and gain skills that
will help them lead a crime free life.

7pm
1 pm
1 pm

1 pm
7 pm

10 Apr

Brooklyn 7pm

Movies in April – Kung Fu Panda 3, Batman Vs Superman, Last Paradise, Zootopia
Hail, Caesar 7

28

E

The lub Hotel

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Friday, March 25, 2016

Sam the guitar man wows the audience

Opunake

On Tuesday March 15,
Music Development
Workshops continued at
Opunake Lakeside Playhouse
Theatre with Sam McNeil on
electric guitar.
he ﬁrst time am attended
these evenings he appeared
to be a quiet and reserved
13 year-old. When asked to
perform, he said, “no, I just
want to watch.” With a little
bit of coaxing from Russell
Wicks (singer/guitarist),
and his devoted supporter
Grandad Peter McNeil, that
night they took his guitar
and ampliﬁer hidden in the
car and set it up on stage.
With some encouragement,
he eventually got up and
performed. hen he ﬁnished
I observed the amazement on
his face due to the positive
response (big applause) he
received from other fellow
artists listening to his guitar
playing. Going from strength
to strength, and overcoming
his nerves, he has not missed
a session since. Now, four
months down the track, he
looks forward to playing on
stage. is conﬁdence level
has grown, and now he is
even announcing his own
songs on the microphone. It
is truly great to witness this
kind of growth in conﬁdence
and ability. If he keeps this

Book in your pri ate function

Poker

WH AT ’ S O N

Pool Tuesdays
ednesday
Thursday

Dine in or Takeaway Meals a ailable
- TAB -

Colour Conversions
Limited

Sam McNeil.
up, what will he be like in a
year’s time?
“Go Sam go, see how far
we can develop your show,”
Ashley Pedersen from Colour
Conversions announced
during the evening.
The event has moved from

Opunake Playhouse,due to
the Players setting up the
stage for the next play. The
new venue is at the Catholic
Church along Whitcombe
Road Opunake near the Pony
Club.
All artists willing to

perform, and work toward
future live concerts are
welcome to join us at the
next meeting at 7.30pm on
Tuesday March 29 at the
Catholic Church lounge,
Whitcombe Rd, Opunake.
Anne Montgomery

Taranaki boxing set to explode
SAT 2 APRIL
PLUS ...
• Heavyweight Junior Fa
vs Clint Foai
• Basketballer Richie
Matheson vs The Biker
Ryan Cox
• Engineer Manager Joe
Emans vs Gym Manager
Kurt Lightfoot
• Policeman Brad Pollock vs
Fireman Blake Marston

SAM

JAMES

RAPIRA

LANGTON

‘THE
THE TERROR
TERROR’
New Plymouth

‘BATMAN’
BATMAN

DOORS OPEN AT 6PM
FIRST BOUT 7PM

Opunake

RUGBY VS
LEAGUE

THE BATTLE OF
THE BEAUTIES

VS

VS

BRYCE

LEVI

ROBINS

MCPHEE

Rugby

League

LISA

KENDRA

New Plymouth
(DR Gray Master Painters)

New Plymouth
(SGS New Zealand)

O’NEILL

Next week’s Taranaki Explosion Fight Night on Saturday
April 2 at the TSB stadium is
set to be a full action affair.
Sam “the Terror” Rapira will
fight Samoan light heavyweight champion Togasilimai Letoa to boost his
international ranking at the
Fowler Homes sponsored
event, while Coastal’s James
“Batman” angton is ﬁghting
Auckland based Isileli Fa at
a heavyweight catch weight.
According to Rapira, the
event boasts their most explosive card ever, and will feature plenty of boxing action.
“Our shows are the biggest
regional boxing events in the
country, and we are proud
to deliver this level of event
to our local supporters as we

LUDEKE

Tickets from TSB Showplace
phone 0800 111 999 or www.ticketmaster.co.nz

(BOOKING FEES APPLY)

TICKETS: Premium: $45 Adults: $30 Student: $15 Family*: $75

HOSPITALITY TABLES: Phone Jess 021 100 8102
more info visit:

www.rapiraboxing.co.nz

follow us on:

want to reward people with
a great night of boxing.”
“All of the boxers on the
card are talented and aggressive boxers, and with two
Coastal Taranaki locals on
the card people should expect
plenty of action” he added.
The boxing show will involve an eight fight card
with three professional
fights and five corporate
match-ups with Rapira as
the main event, and Langton as the main undercard.
“James is extremely motivated to put on a strong showing
as he looks to extend his winning record, and we are really
happy we have a heavyweight
ﬁght on the card as well with
Junior Fa boxing Clint Foai.
“Junior is a really excit-
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Steaks , Pi as, Salads, even Fish Chips
ama ing esserts
ven a cold eer or glass of wine
We have all bases covered.
Open for runch, unch and inner
s pp e s
e as

h

ing prospect as he is an exceptionally skilled boxer
for such a big man, and he
was the last boxer to actually best Joseph Parker
in the amateurs,” he said.
Rapira said the corporate
fighters have been fantastic, and are training hard,
so there will be great
match ups and people are
going to love this show.
he ugby vs eague ﬁght
will see ex-Taranaki and
Hurricane Bryce Robins taking on Taranaki Shark and
Coastal Cobras Levi McPhee.
In a Police vs Fireman bout,
local Detective Brad Pollack is boxing local fireman Blake Marston. The
‘Battle of the Beauties” has
Kendra Ludeke up against
local Pilates instructor Lisa
O’Neil. There is also local engineer Joe Emans vs
personal trainer Kurt Lightfoot and the ﬁnal corporate
matchup will see basketballer
Ritchie Matheson vs national
mountain biker Ryan Cox.
Corporate tables are available for companies and individuals who want to make
a fun night of it, and could
be booked by contacting
Jess Rapira on 0211008102.
Ticket prices start from
$30 for adults, $15 for
students and just $75 for
a family of four, and are
on sale at the TSB Showplace or via Ticketmaster.

