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McAlpine Taranaki’s alpine man
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The loss of two climbers
on Mt Taranaki two weeks
ago, underlines the dangers
of climbing Mt Taranaki,
particularly in winter time.
Deceptively easy to visit,
Taranaki’s iconic mountain
– two thirds the height of
New Zealand’s highest
Mountain – has claimed
around the same number of
lives, around 80, as Mt Cook.
Ian McAlpine of Mt
Taranaki Guided Tours has
an encyclopaedic knowledge
of Mt Taranaki having made
over 1800 ascents of Mt
Taranaki and guided many
people to the summit as well
as around the mountain.
Here he gives a fascinating
account of his life in guiding.

Ian McAlpine has made
over 1800 ascents of Mt
Taranaki and guided many
people to the summit. His
youngest client was just ﬁve
years old and the eldest,
81. Accredited by the
Department of Conservation
to take trekking tours, Ian has
resumed his guiding business
Flood warning gear
Mt Taranaki Guided Tours
vandalised. Page 6.
after a hiatus of 7 years.
“I can run tours to the
summit but only in the
summer,” says Ian. This
includes Fantham’s Peak.
In the winter months
he will focus on the treks
around the mountain.
With over thirty years
experience, Ian has guided
Stay warm this winter. people on many treks in
Heating Feature. Pages 15- Egmont National Park. His
guided tours include the
18.
increasingly popular Pouakai
crossing, which is around 15
kilometres and goes from
Mangorei Road through to the
top of the Pouakai Ranges via
the Holly and Pouakai Huts
to the North Egmont Visitor
Centre. It’s about a 9 hour trip.
The Pouakai Circuit does
Songs of the Earth
exhibition
at
Pihama a round trip from the North
Lavendar an intellectual Egmont Visitor Centre
and sensory experience. Pg scaling Henry Peak and also
visiting the Holly and Pouakai
30.
huts. The longer 25 kilometre

4 Havelock St,
Opunake

Ian taking a pew at the Tarns in the Pouakai Ranges.
Taranaki Crossing starts at
Dawson Falls and goes round
the mountain to Holly Hut
ﬁnishing at Mangorei Road.
Mt Taranaki Guided
Tours also offers a 3 day Mt
Taranaki Luxury Trekking
Tour and caters for business
social groups, tramping
clubs and other groups.
“Most people, when they
go, have no idea of how fast to
travel,” says Ian - adding often
you have to slow them down
so they can walk continuously
rather than walking then
stopping all the time.
With Ian you’re certainly in
safe and experienced hands.
In addition to his
considerable experience
guiding in New Zealand, Ian
has also climbed in Nepal.
He’s also visited Everest

Base Camp. “It was really
misty and, in those days,
there was only one expedition
per season,” recalls Ian.
His long career in guiding has
brought him into contact with
some famous mountaineers.
These include Sir
Edmund Hillary who he’s
met a number of times
and visited in Auckland.
“He had a fascination with
Taranaki,” reflected Ian.
He also got to meet a number
of those from the 1953
Everest expedition including
George Lowe when he
attended a jubilee in Hastings.
He also knew Rob Hall
who he met for the first

time as “just a young guy,”
and a “gentle giant,” and
Andy Harris who was from
New Plymouth. Rob Hall
led the tragic expedition
on Everest in 1996 when
8 people perished on the
mountain including Rob Hall
- stranded with a client near
the summit. Andy Harris,
who was a guide on the
expedition, heroically tried
to get oxygen to the pair and
also lost his life in the attempt.
“I knew them very well,”
said Ian, particularly Andy.
“He would call around to
my place and borrow books
from me all the time,” and
was “very keen.” He also

knew Gary Ball who founded
Adventure Consultants with
Rob Hall in 1991. They were
pioneers of guided tours of
Mt Everest. Ian continued,
“He was a really good
friend.” Ian ﬁrst met Gary
when they were both guiding
in the Mt Cook region which
is where Ian first learnt
guiding. He described Gary
as “very cheeky, very out
there.” He would come to
a lot of the Taranaki Alpine
Club tramps in the Mt Cook
area. Gary was to also die
tragically in the mountains.
Continued page 28
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“Let’s create your business growth
strategy together”

Letters to the
Editor

Your only local community accounting firm

Accounting for the future, today

Hawera - Opunake - Patea - 06 278 4169
Opunake Office hours:
Mon & Thurs: 9am-3pm, Wed: 10am-3pm

Behaviour in
Parliament

I write with a feeling of
some embarrassment for
Maoridom on watching the
sub behaviour of the Maori
Party Member of Parliament
whose name at this moment
eludes me as shown on
television. The Speaker
of the house asked him to
resume his seat.
On ﬁrst being aware of
this fellow I’ve had serious
doubts about his attitude and
seemingly racist attitude.
Added to this incident a
few weeks ago we saw
Debbie Packer’s frivolous
exhibition of that incident
when
interviewed
on
television; this was also to
me an embarrassment.
I am on the Maori Roll and
had much respect for the past
Maori Party leader Tariana
Turia who was a respectful
politician and lady.
Now we have this character
who has inﬂuenced me to
reject and ﬁnish support I’ve
given to the Maori Party.
Added to this was his
disrespect by wearing a hat
in the House of Parliament.

I suspect he would not wear
a hat into the Meeting House
on his marae or any other
place.
As a past chairman of a
marae, if he wore his hat in
the Meeting House I would
have requested him to
remove it, or leave.
As I see it the Maori Party
should gather him up and
head off into the wilderness.
Gordon (Mac) Sole,
Hawera

We’ll always
get people
unprepared on
the mountain

I have listened to people/
experts, even given some
myself, on why people go
unprepared and unequipped
on Mt Taranaki over the
years. I agree with Lindsay
Maindonald’s comments
about the persons he came
across on Friday. One only
needs to spend time on the
slopes of Mt Taranaki to
come across this sort of
people up there.
Unfortunately, sadly it
doesn’t make a difference
to some people what
information and warnings

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS
some people are given by
where it comes from, verbal,
signage or the internet.
‘It comes down to personal
attitude.’ Personal attitude
and personal responsibility
decide what they listen to and
what ideas the person(s) take
notice of.
When I have spoken with
the experienced Department
of Conservation Visitors
Centre staff in the Egmont
National Park, they say it
doesn’t matter what wise
information they give some
of the visitors who come in
there, they have already made
up the plans. Sadly, they or
anyone have the right to stop
people from doing what visitors/park-users choose to do
or with or without the right
equipment. In some, they
walk straight past the centres.
Sadly we cannot change
some people’s attitude or
mindset.
Ian McAlpine
New Plymouth

Helping ﬁrst
home buyers
Before labour became our
government, our country was
under the rule of John Key’s
National Government and
his housing minister at that
time was Judith Collins, now
the leader of this political
party. Well, she sold off
thousands of state homes

throughout the country,
some to overseas investors,
while others laid empty and
became subject to vandals
and squatters, so in the ﬁnish
every one of them had to be
demolished, which in turn
led to many people sleeping
on our streets, sleeping under
bridges, in parks, and in their
vehicles with their children,
yet this same political party
promised the world to this
country, never ever fulﬁlled
these promises, and lied to
us all, that our country was
in good hands. Well my
friends it wasn’t at all.
Now our Labour Party has
announced for all our ﬁrst
home buyers that they only
need 5 per cent deposit,
rather than 20 per cent,
and First Home Grants will
provide up to $10,000 to
help people put together
their deposit. Home buyers
must live in their homes for
10 years until they can sell
them , whereas people were
only living in houses for ﬁve
years and then selling them
off.
Should anyone want any
more information, contact
our new Labour MP Glen
Bennett, ph (027)4389052
Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

3

Roundup should be used sparingly - if at all

EDITORIAL
Roundup or Glyphosate
is probably the most used
herbicide in New Zealand.
However, there are signs
that it is the most over-used
herbicide in the nation. As
you drive over Taranaki
roads it’s amazing how many
metres of dead vegetation
encircles signs and poles;
why does so much herbicide
need to be used? It is also
unsightly. In some places
whole tracts of roadside
verges appear to have been
sprayed.
So is Roundup safe to use
at all? There are some like
anti-spray activist Dave Auld
who maintains that it should
be banned. He is especially
concerned that it is used
where it should not be – in
and around waterways. He is
horriﬁed that it is spayed on
about-to-be-harvested crops
as a desiccant.
However, there are other
authorities who say Roundup
is our safest herbicide.
Recently, there was a
disturbing report in the
news media that Glyphosate
was being detected in
harvested honey. Whether
the herbicide is toxic or not,
this reported contamination
is of concern. With so much
Roundup being sprayed
around the place, sometimes
indiscriminately, the pollen
gathering bees are uplifting
some of this herbicide as
well.
What is the history of
Roundup? Industrial giant
Monsanto developed and
patented Glyphosate in
the 1970s; in 1973 it was
marketed as Roundup.
Sometimes a surfactant
POEA
(Polyethoxylated
amine) was added. Later,
Bayer AG took over the

2006 HOLDEN
COMMODORE SS V8
$31,990
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Above item from Taranaki Daily News, 17 May 2021,
page 12.

Do we really need to spray this extensively?
herbicide’s production and
marketing.
The evidence on Roundup
is mixed, although there are
a number of aspects which
cause concern. In 2015 the
IARC (International Agency
for Research on Cancer) of
the WHO (World Health
Organisation) decreed that
Glyphosate be rated Group
2A - “probably carcinogenic
for humans.” Contrary
wise, the United States EPA
(Environmental Protection
Agency) declared that there
was no risks if Roundup
was applied in accordance
with the instructions and
that the product “is not a
carcinogen.”
However, the opponents
have dramatically increased
over the years, both in the
United States and overseas:

2013 AUDI A6, 2.0,
Hybrid, Self charge
Hi Spec’d $24,990

In 2019 Roundup 360
was banned in France.
Cancer Australia declared
Glyphosate a carcinogen.
The European Union stated
“Glyphosate was dangerous
for the environment.”
One result of opposition
has been litigation. For
example, by October 30,
2019 42,000 American
plaintiffs had taken legal
action
claiming
that
Glyphosate had caused their
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma
(a type of cancer). Most
plaintiffs were people very
involved with gardening
such
as
professional
gardeners and grounds
people.
Going back in time
somewhat (to 1996), the
marketers of Roundup were
accused of false advertising;

the legal case was taken
by the New York State
Attorney-general
who
objected to false claims that
the herbicide was safer than
table salt, biodegradable and
non-toxic to mammals, birds
and ﬁsh.
One local man who feels
strongly about Roundup is
Okato businessman Ahmet
Auld. He fears that a nearby
(to his home) paddock will
be sprayed with Roundup
prior to the planting of a
maize crop. If this happens
he fears for the health of
his family, “My kids and
wife’s health are my number
one priority.” Where his
driveway meets the South
Road is a sign: No spray zone
for the next 2 kms. Thank U.
Waterways, Rivers, Drains
with an arrow pointing to

2015 Mazda Axela 2.0i 2014 Subaru Impreza XV
Hybrid Petrol / Electric Hybrid 2.0i Eyesight AWD
$17,990
$19,990

Does weed control around roadside posts really need to
extend so far?
the word Ocean. “My father
David put the signs there,”
explained Ahmet.
Have I used Roundup?
Yes, although not for some
time and I’m somewhat
wary of the herbicide now.
What is obviously needed is
more research to clarify the
situation. However, until

1996 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER
3.0, T/Dsl, 4WD

8 seater $17,990

2015 FORD RANGER
3.2 T/Dsl, 6spd
Flatdeck $29,990

the truth is clearer, surely
we (hobby gardeners,
professional gardeners and
local bodies) should use
the herbicide much more
sparingly than is the case at
present.
Rolland McKellar

2015 Nissan X Trail 2.0
Hybrid Petrol / Electric
$25,990

www.superiorcars.co.nz SUPERIOR CARS & 4WD’’s Ltd 06 759 9992 www.superior cars.co.nz

Value Farm Sheds

Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from quality materials that last, at
prices you can afford. Visit our website for full specifications: www.valuebuilding.co.nz

Building
Supplies

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH PHONE: 06 759 7435
JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD PHONE: 0800 245 535

(06) 278
278 4786
(06)
4786
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COUNCILLOR’S COMMENT

Stop gambling with people’s lives in Inglewood

Stop
gambling
with
people’s lives; a pedestrian
crossing is needed on State
Highway 3 in Inglewood
Let’s
talk
about
Inglewood’s
gambling
problem and why crossing
the main road feels like
you’re playing Russian
roulette.
When walking to school or
the dairy becomes running
the dangerous gauntlet of

trafﬁc on State Highway 3,
it’s time for an intervention
with the national road
authority in Wellington.
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport
Agency’s, (who are in
charge of all state highways
across New Zealand) failure
to deliver any signiﬁcant
safety improvements on
Inglewood’s main road has
been forcing people to play a
game of chance for way too

long now, especially on the
west side of the town. That’s
why I’ve organised a petition
demanding a pedestrian
crossing with lights north of
the Purple dairy.
Trafﬁc along SH3 through
Inglewood
has
almost
doubled in the last decade

from about 11,000 vehicles a
day in 2011 to about 20,000
now, including around
1,100 trucks and the heavy
juggernauts that rumble
through with loads of logs
to the port. <http://www.
trafﬁccounts.co.nz/>
The trafﬁc is carving our

town in two, with new homes
going up on one side of the
highway and two schools on
the other.
Almost anyone who lives
or works in Inglewood has a
story of a near miss, whether
it’s someone on a mobility
scooter, a young mum
pushing a pram, or kids on
bikes. Even the most safetyconscious can’t avoid the
lack of visibility.
Inglewood is a great place
to live. It’s close to New
Plymouth and the airport
with excellent schools,
businesses and medical
services, attracting a wide
range of new residents.
The big problem is
navigating SH3.
At least two generations of
Inglewood people have been
calling for safety measures
such as a 30km/h zone in
the town centre or ﬁnding
an alternative for the logging

The Taranaki Regional
Council says the LongTerm Plan (LTP) it
adopted this week aims
to give the region the best
possible start in navigating
sweeping changes that are
set to reshape the way local
government works.
“We had both eyes ﬁrmly
on a future of far-reaching
changes when we voted
today,” says the Council
Chair, David MacLeod.
“There’s
action
on
many fronts. One of our
immediate priorities is
gearing up to implement
the Government’s Essential
Freshwater package, but
that’s just the start.”
He says the Government’s
recently
announced
review of the role of local
government is timely. “All
Councils will face multiple
changes as the Resource
Management
Act
is
replaced, as the ‘3 Waters’
reforms roll out and as
decisions are made on New
Zealand’s pathway to zero
emissions.”
Mr
MacLeod
says

implementing the Essential
Freshwater package’s new
standards, requirements and
regulations will be one of the
largest projects the Council
has ever undertaken.
The Council is budgeting
for additional freshwaterfocused scientiﬁc, technical
and cultural resources,
as well as increased land
management services to
help farmers and landowners
reduce their environmental
impacts.
The
extra
environmental
spending
will amount to just under
$3 million over three years,
the bulk of it starting in the
2021/2022 year.
It will also investigate
alternative fuel options
for the New Plymouth
Citylink bus ﬂeet. It will
also investigate and trial
new Citylink routes and
extra services on existing
routes. “We got a clear
message about bus services
during public consultation,”
says Mr MacLeod. “The
community wants greener
buses and more bus

services.” When costs for
the fuel conversions and
extra services are ﬁnalised,
budgeting provisions will be
included in the 2022/2023
Annual Plan.
Other LTP budget items
include
contributing
$100,000
towards
development of a Regional
Recovery Plan to ensure the
region talks with one voice
when seeking COVID-19
recovery assistance from the
Government, pressing ahead
with refurbishment of the
Council’s Stratford ofﬁce
at a cost of $6 million over
two years, to be funded with
a loan repaid from rates, and
restoring ﬁnancial support
for Wild for Taranaki,
the regional biodiversity
umbrella group, to the preCOVID level of $235,000 a
year.
Annual regional rates
will rise in 2021/2022
by less than $30 for the
average householder, and
by around $60 for a farm
worth $2 million, with
smaller increases budgeted

Cr Marie Pearce.

GET YOUR LAWNMOWER &
CHAINSAWS SERVICED HERE!
We service all types of LAWNMOWERS, BIKES,
CHAINSAWS & RODS & REELS

HP AND
LAYBY
AVAILABLE
Firewood season now! Get your Saw seen to
before you become ‘ANGRY MAN’!
Enquire about wood splitter hire.

SYMES OUTDOOR & SPORTS LTD
Tasman St, Opunake | Ph

06 761 8778

Simple But
Signiﬁcant

Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, professional
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery.



233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

Far-reaching backdrop
for TRC Long Term Plan

Ian Crawford
Mob 0272 207 701
MASSEY FERGUSON

in subsequent years. Rates
for many commercial
and industrial ratepayers
will reduce slightly in
2021/2022.
“Budgeting for a rates
increase is never a decision
taken lightly,” says Mr
MacLeod. “But the extra
spending needed for us
to implement Essential
Freshwater is signiﬁcantly
offset by the $20 million
‘shovel-ready’ grant for the
Yarrow Stadium project,
the targeted rate for which
is reducing by 45%. So
the impact for most can be
measured in tens of dollars
across the whole year.”
The LTP details budgets
and programmes for the
coming three ﬁnancial
year, and outlines those for
the subsequent seven years.
The Council received
91 submissions on its
2021/2031 LTP, with 22
submitters presenting their
cases in person at a hearing
last week.
The LTP takes effect from
1 July 2021.

New Plymouth District
Councillor Marie Pearce.

On this month in history Mabel Howard joins Cabinet
On May 13, 1947 Mabel
Howard MP for Sydenham
became Minister for Health
and Child Welfare, thus

Ph 06 762 8023

trucks, but NZTA keeps
the handbrake ﬁrmly on
anything that might make a
difference.
Three years of talk on a
safer highway promotion
stalled late last year with
the agency saying it had no
funding.
The only safe bet now is
that it’s an accident waiting
to happen and the odds are
especially high for our kids
and the elderly.
Inglewood people need to
step up and demand action
before this ends in tragedy.
Sign the petition today at
the Inglewood library or Fun
Ho! Toys. Or do it http://
chng.it/HJjX7L2trK
Add your name to make
our town heard at NZTA
head ofﬁce in Wellington.

becoming the ﬁrst female
Cabinet minister, not only in
New Zealand, but also in the
Commonwealth.

For quality plants and giftware

Lynne & Peter Newell
p/f: 06 278 8148
Lynne m: 021 142 5050
peter m: 027 443 6927
e: gardenedge2010@gmail.com
52 Fantham Street, Hawera

Before becoming an
MP the unionist was a
local body politician in
Christchurch. Her father
Ted was an MP from 1919
to 1939.
The next time her party
Labour assumed ofﬁce she
became Minister of Social
Security and Child Welfare
well as Minister in Charge
of Women and Children.
The
ﬂamboyant
Australian-born politician
was famous for waving a
pair of women’s bloomers
in parliament.
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Business Co-ordinator appointed for Opunake
Sherrie Flanagan is
the
newly
appointed
Business
Co-ordinator
for the Opunake Business
Association.
She
is
contracted for 20 hours
a month for the next 12
months.
The
business
people of Opunake had their
AGM on Monday May 3
at Headlands Hotel when
Sherrie’s appointment was
announced by President
Ray Hayward. Her other
commitments are running
the Sugar Bach holiday
home in Opunake, as well
as completing a business
course.
When she learned of her
appointment she admits to
being “very excited. I am an
opportunist and see this as
an opportunity to contribute
to the community.” She
has earlier worked in the
public service for about
17 years, with vocational
responsibilities
for

Sherrie Flanagan, the Business Co-ordinator for the
Opunake Business Association.
communities in such places
as Whanganui, Rangitikei
and Ruapehu. She is
conﬁdent that the skills
she has acquired from her
previous vocational roles
can be transferred to her new
position to the advantage
of the Opunake business

community.
In the four years Sherrie
has lived in Opunake she
has become very involved
in the community. She is
currently Secretary for the
Opunake Board Riders Club,
complementing her husband
Patrick’s role as a surﬁng

coach. She admits she is
something of a beginner as
a board rider, but that the
activity has enhanced her
conﬁdence.
Sherrie has also become
very involved in the
Opunake Players Inc notably
as a vocalist. She recently
performed on stage in
their latest production, as
a member of Heatwave singing popular songs and
will be singing in the next
show Great Face For Radio.
She says her taste in music is
varied and describes herself
as “a musical jukebox.” She
adds, “My taste in music
ranges from the Blues, Ella
Fitzgerald, Etta James to
David Bowie. It’s hard to
pick one inﬂuence.”
She is also the lead singer
of the band Right of Way,
which performs in such
places as Peggy Gordon’s
Celtic Bar and the DeCantas
Tapas Bar, as well as at

Don’t throw it out recycle it
say Kaponga WI
Members of the Kaponga
WI met in May at the home
of Gillian Frandsen, who
along with Sharyn Hurley
were our hostesses for the
day. We could all relate to
the thought for the month - “
Time may be a great healer
but it’s a terrible beautician.”
A great performance of
Happy Birthday was sung
for birthday girls Jo Jones
and Gillian Frandsen. The
brooch we were all asked
to wear had some precious
memories behind them.
Flowers were placed at
the Kaponga Anzac Service
attended by
members and our amazing
pianist Joy Eliason played
her keyboard for the service

for the 59th time. That’s a
record hard to beat. Kaponga
District salutes you Joy.
A report from the very
successful Kapuni 85th
Federation Birthday and
Centennial Celebration of
National WI was given. The
launch of the exhibition at
the Patea Museum on June
2 includes items from
Kaponga WI and a group
will be attending that
function. Some
members
will
attend
the fashion parade at
Ballentynes in Hawera.
Five members are to travel
to the National Conference
on June 13-15.
Extensive discussion was
held towards the planning of

our upcoming 90th birthday
celebrations and several
decisions were made.
Margaret Broomhall was
given the silver dish and
congratulated on her recent
59th wedding anniversary.
Diane West won the rafﬂe.
After a delicious lunch we
headed off to Hawera to the
home of Joy
Linn who runs ‘The Joy
Within.’ Joy upcycles almost
anything and
saves a huge amount of
trash going to the dump. Old
furniture gets
painted using a chalk
paint process and transfers
specially made for that work.
Joy also upcycles silver,
vases, cushions, china,

In this month in history Hemingway wins Pulitzer Award

On May 4, 1953 Ernest
Hemingway
wins
the
Pulitzer Prize for Literature
for The Old Man and the
Sea. He also won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 1954.
He was born July 21,
1899 at Oak Park, Illinois
to
Clarence
(medical
practitioner) and Grace a
musician and painter.
He was a novelist, short
story writer, journalist and
sportsperson. His writing
was very economical with

Ernest Hemimgway.
an understated style. He
described it as the tip of an
iceberg.
He earlier had a home
near Havana, Cuba which

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Proud to support Coastal families
06 759 0912
257 Devon St East, NP
vospers.co.nz

is maintained today as a
museum in his honour. The
descendants of his many
cats are looked after and
protected.
Later in life Hemingway
suffered from psychiatric
illness and died by his
own hand (gunshot) at his
Ketchum, Idaho home on
July 2, 1961. He is buried in
the local cemetery.

private functions.
Although she has lived in
Taranaki for the last eleven
years (mostly in Inglewood),
she was born and bred in the
Hawkes Bay and spent some
of her formative years in the
Wairarapa.
Sherrie has deﬁnite plans
in her new role, but for the
time being wants to learn
about the business situation
as it is “by meeting key
people to pick their brains
and use their knowledge and
experience.” She adds, “I

Carolyn Nicholas

want to gather information
to understand members’
expectations (to allow focus)
for the next 12 months.”
She would deﬁnitely like to
“pull in new members and
help grow” the business
community.
Sherrie has a special afﬁnity
for Opunake. “I’m impressed
with this community. For a
small town there’s always
something happening and
something to do. I’ve met
some amazing people. It is
all very inspiring.”

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS:
Agricultural & Electric, Fencing & Shelter Belts,
Stockyards, Retaining Walls, Residential,
180 Rev. Post Rammer.
Member FCANZ

Ph Steven on (06) 278 5949 or 021 298 5106

Lorem ipsum

photo frames, buckets, bins
and much more. Joy runs
classes regularly for anyone
interested and will even
come to you. Thank you
Joy. We enjoyed seeing your
work and wish you well.
Thanks to Gillian and
Sharyn for organising a
lovely day.
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LOOKING FOR A
REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONAL
YOU CAN TRUST?
Call Viv Scott today for help
with buying, selling - or
for a friendly, confidential
chat to discuss your options.

Viv Scott

M 027 441 4596
E viv.scott@eieio.co.nz

L OPUNAKE LAWYERS
O’Neil & Co.
A Thomson
Our Opunake Office is attended by:
England on Wednesday & Fridays
W Robert
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
Trusts, Wills and Estates.
Y Mark Utting on Thursdays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
E Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.
R FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 761 8823
S
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Flood warning gear targeted in attack

• Sectional, Roller, Tilt.
• Automatic Openers
• Repairs & Maintenance
Call for a Free Measure & Quote
Email: sales@rylocknp.co.nz | Ph. 06 758 8073

LAWNMOWER SALES &
SERVICE CENTRE
Ph 06 751 3021
571 Devon St West, BLAGDON, NP

SALES - SERVICE - REPAIRS
Ride-on mower service and repair.
Pick-up and delivery service
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

GENERATOR & WATERPUMP SERVICING,
CHAINSAWS, RIDE ON MOWERS AND MORE
AGENTS FOR CUB CADET RIDE ONS
SERVICING ALL MACHINERY TARANAKI WIDE

Flood monitoring networks give communities in the Waitōtara Valley advance warning of possible disruptions.
A vandalism attack on repairs were made to get the access may be at risk.
call the police immediately.
a
remote
automated station back online but full “Our
ﬂood
monitoring The Council operates 22
monitoring
station
left repairs will not be ﬁnished networks
are
hugely ﬂood warning stations across
communities and livelihoods for another two weeks.
important, so we were gutted the region, with the key
vulnerable to unexpected
to ﬁnd that vandals had been ones in the Waitōtara River,
ﬂooding,
the
Taranaki The
stations
generate at work,” says Regan Phipps, Waiwhakaiho River and
Regional Council says.
automated phone alerts to the
Council’s
Science Waitara River catchments.
locals when rivers reach Manager – Hydrology/
Council hydrology ofﬁcers certain trigger levels, so Biology. “This vandalism They are among the
discovered the damage that farmers know when is a huge disservice to those Council’s 62 automated
while checking the network they should move stock or communities.”
environmental monitoring
of monitoring stations in take other precautions, and He says anyone who sees sites across Taranaki, all of
the upper Waitōtara Valley communities and roading people
tampering
with which feed data to the TRC
catchment.
Temporary contractors know when road monitoring equipment should website.

Ginger threat to New Plymouth biodiversity
Hardings funerals
The funeral service doing things your way.

Professional Service : Positive Support

Give us a call: 06 278 8633
Locally owned. Locally operated.

A pest plant blitz has
revealed many New Plymouth
residents are unaware of the
destructive ginger growing in
their gardens.
Taranaki Regional Council
has just completed an urban
pest plant inspection, with the
“nasty” Kahili ginger found
to be widespread throughout
the New Plymouth district.
As a result, it’s holding a
free “Swap your ginger for
a native tree” day with the
support of New Plymouth
District Council (NPDC),
saving locals the time and
cost of disposing of the weed.
Council environment
ofﬁcers carried out roadside
inspections across New
Plymouth, Oākura, Ōkato
and Waitara in November,
looking for the 11 plants in the
Regional Pest Management
Plan that landowners have an

Houses
Alterations
Decks
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Roofing
Fences
Concrete
Cowsheds
Farm Buildings

Kahili Ginger.
obligation to control.
Following this, about 250
letters were sent out letting
landowners know there was
a pest plant on their property,
how to identify it and that
they must control it.
Council Environment
Services Manager Steve
Ellis says the overwhelming
majority were for Kahili
ginger, with old man’s
beard and giant gunnera also
spotted.
He says ginger may be
pretty to look at but it’s
invasive and “nasty”. It clogs
our waterways, threatening
native fish and ecosystem

health. It reproduces quickly
and can quickly take over
an area, shading out native
species.
The main goal of the pest
plant inspection was to
educate and raise awareness,
he says.
“We found many people
didn’t know what ginger
or old man’s beard looked
like, let alone the immense
damage they do or that they
have a legal obligation to
control it.
“Our officers spent a lot
of time advising those land
owners, helping them identify
their pest plants and the

measures needed. Hopefully
people are now more aware
and are talking to their friends
and neighbours about what’s
in their gardens.”
The identified sites were
re-inspected in February,
with most owners having
done the work required. The
remaining 53 were issued a
formal Notice of Direction,
resulting in all but six doing
the work. As a last resort, the
Council will carry out the
control at these landowners’
cost.
The Council has also worked
with NPDC staff to identify
infestations along walkways
and on other NPDC-owned
land. NPDC is working
towards getting these under
control, in accordance with
its obligations.
Mr Ellis says controlling
pest plants is crucial to
Taranaki’s biodiversity and
has to be a team effort.
“We’re asking people to
check out the photos of the
most common pest plants then
take a look in their gardens.
Talk to your neighbours – if
you’ve got some chances are
so do they, in which case
it’s best to co-ordinate your
control.
“If in doubt, give us a call
on 0800 736 222 and one of
our team will come out and
take a look. If the weed is on
NPDC land please contact
them directly.”
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Lone cemetery has its own story to tell

The discontinued Warea Cemetery.
Less than a kilometre along attached detailing six people
Stent Road, on the left when who were buried there. Just
heading west towards the sea, behind the stone is a small
is the remnant of a cemetery wooden enclosure, about 8
which has been discontinued metres by 3 metres, with a
for more than a century. It is small shrub planted in the
located in a paddock several middle, protected by a blue
metres from the road. A farm surround. There are no tomb
gate marks the site.
stones to be seen.
These days there is a promiOriginally, when Warea
nent stone with a plaque township was planned, Block

8 was intended to become
Warea Cemetery. For a
brief time, 1896 to 1904
the location was used as a
cemetery. However, a high
water table proved problematic and attempts to provide
drainage were unsuccessful.
The plaque’s legend states:
Warea Cemetery. Erected in
Memory of the following local settlers who are known to
be interred in this cemetery.
Rose Roberts 24.9.1896
(28 years)
Rose Ellen Roberts
29.9.1896 (6 days)
Edward John Roberts
23.1.1897 (16 months)
Mary Millar 83 years
6.1.1899 (83 years)
Albert Alfred Volker
17.3.1891 (17 hours)
Follett Carrington
20.3.1904 (5 weeks)
At the bottom of the stone
are the words Lest we forget
The cemetery tells its own
tale of sadness with four very
young children buried and a
young woman. Only one of
the six deceased made it to
an older age.
An interesting book to read
is Warea School and District

NEWS AND VIEWS

The Warea Cemetery plaque.
1884 – 2004. Kelvin Day
researched the history of
MA (hons) has thoroughly
Warea and wrote a book

7

which provided the basis for
the one mentioned here.

Flag presented at outbreak of Great War still stirs memories
At this year’s Eltham
ANZAC Day RSA service
Eltham farmer Malcolm
Pease had with him a flag
presented to his father Percy
at the outbreak of World
War I. These flags had been
presented to schoolchildren
by the New Zealand
government, and Percy was
an eight year-old attending
Omata School at the time.
“It just came to the fore
when we were going through
a few family heirlooms,”
says Malcolm.
He said his father recalled
the New Zealand flag flying
at assemblies which were
held on Mondays.
“I do remember him saying
the schoolteacher at the time
was a very strong German,
but he was very loyal to
the school and went right
through. My father had a
very high regard for him.”
Malcolm says that in the
Second World War, his
father did not go overseas, as
being the local milkman he
had an essential occupation,
although he was in the local
Home Guard and would

Malcolm Pease with the flag presented to his father at the outbreak of World War I.
keep an eye on the families check up on him. When he him.
of those who were serving later went back to try to find
“Uncle Sid could never
him, Keith had gone.
overseas.
do a lot of things,” says
“He disappeared. Whether Malcolm. “I can always
Percy had a brother-in-law
Sid Cross who did serve in he was buried or taken to remember Uncle Sid coming
the Western Desert, and was a camp, Uncle Sid never here and sitting here and not
advancing into battle one knew.”
doing very much. He was a
Sid was invalided back broken man.”
day alongside his younger
brother Keith when Keith was to New Zealand after that,
wounded . Sid had to keep on and the memory of what
moving and wasn’t allowed to happened continued to haunt

IHAIA
MOTORS

Phone 06 761 8999—027 256 8083

Opunake’s Biggest Range of Tyres

for

A GRADE REPAIRS
• Tyres
• Batteries
• Lubes
• W.O.F
• Panel beating • Painting
• Farm Bikes • LPG
• All mechanical repairs
• Insurance work
• Radar Detectors

AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES.
Tasman St, Opunake
Ph (06) 761-8502

Come in and see us for a quote. We also stock a
big range of batteries & automotive accessories.

38 Ihaia Road, Opunake
Email: accounts@agrimec.co.nz

8

NEWS

Thursday, May 20, 2021

Celebrating six months in government
New Zealanders voted for
stability and security at
the last election. In the six
months since then we’ve
been working hard to keep
New Zealanders safe from

COVID, accelerate our
economic recovery, and
tackle long-term challenges
like housing affordability.
Keeping New Zealanders
safe from COVID is our

Glen Bennett

Steph Lewis

glen.bennettmp@parliament.govt.nz

steph.lewismp@parliament.govt.nz

MP for New Plymouth

MP for Whanganui

CENTRAL ENGINEERING
TARANAKI

• Design /Consultation
• Diesel Mechanical
• Quotation / Estimation
Repairs
• Fabrication / Installation • General Engineering
• Mechanical Engineering • Taranaki wide

Shaun Cadman

14 Castle Street, Eltham | 027 645 0162
centraleng2018@gmail.com

POWERLINE FAULTS
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced
to a complete powerline rebuild
Call:

TOP OF THE LINE
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections
Free advice | Free quotes

BREWER’S
UPHOLSTERY

LOUNGE SUITES, ANTIQUES, OFFICE FURNITURE,
DINING CHAIRS, FRAME REPAIRS, GENERAL
UPHOLSTERY, PVC WELDING REPAIRS

STEPHEN

105 MANAWAPOU RD, HAWERA
Ph 06 278 4337 or 027 4491 437


Authorised by Glen Bennett MP and Steph Lewis MP,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

number one priority. Going
hard and early saved lives
and livelihoods. And we
know our best economic
response to COVID is still a
strong health response.
Since taking ofﬁce we
have
bolstered
testing
requirements for border
workers,
made
face
coverings on public transport
mandatory, and introduced
legislation to double sick
leave entitlements.
Plus we secured enough
safe and effective COVID
vaccines for the whole
population, and launched
our vaccine roll-out plan,
which will see every New

Zealander offered immunity
by the end of the year.
Getting New Zealanders
immunised is ﬁrst and
foremost about safety, but it
also has economic beneﬁts,
allowing us to avoid costly
lockdowns and explore our
options for safe travel with
other countries.
Accelerating our economic
recovery is also a top priority
for us. We moved quickly
to cushion the economic
blow of COVID with wage
subsidies and small business
loans. Then we invested
heavily in jobs by making
apprenticeships free and
backing major infrastructure

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

projects across the country.
Already this term we’ve
extended
schemes
for
small business loans and
business debt hibernation.
We funnelled more major
infrastructure projects into
the fast-track consenting
process. Plus we extended
an initiative that helps
employers keep apprentices
on through tough times.
To support our horticulture
and winegrowing industries,
we incentivised unemployed
New Zealanders to take
on seasonal work. We also
granted travel exemptions
for
2,000
experienced
seasonal workers from the
Paciﬁc.
Our strong COVID response
and recovery gives us the
opportunity to build back
better. That means fronting
up to the challenges that
have been decades in the
making in New Zealand, like
housing affordability.
Making
houses
more
affordable is about increasing
supply and shifting demand.
Earlier this year we launched
our plan for the more than
18,000 extra public and
transitional housing places

we’re on track to deliver by
2024.
More recently we launched
a $3.8 billion fund to
speed up the pace and
scale of house building,
through
investments
in
the
infrastructure
underpinning major housing
developments, like the roads
and pipes to new homes.
To tilt the balance in favour
of ﬁrst home buyers, we
increased income and house
price caps on First Home
Loans and Grants. Plus
we’re extending the bright
line test and removing
interest deductibility for
property investors.
We’re proud to be part of a
government that’s focussed
on tackling New Zealand’s
long-term challenges. That’s
what sets this government
apart.
With the ongoing support of
our team of ﬁve million, we
can’t wait to see the progress
we make in the next six
months.
Glen Bennett. MP New
Plymouth
Steph Lewis. MP Whanganui.

Progress on Homelessness Action Plan
The
Government
has
welcomed the release of the
second progress report on
the Homelessness Action
Plan, showing that good
progress is being made on
every one of the immediate
actions in the Plan.
“Homelessness will not
be solved overnight, but
I am pleased to see that
this plan is continuing to
deliver for some of our most
vulnerable, even in the face
of the additional pressures of
COVID19, housing supply
shortages and affordability
struggles,”
Associate
Minister
for
Housing
Marama Davidson says.
The Homelessness Action
Plan which was launched
in February 2020, and

ramped up in response to
COVID 19, is the ﬁrst time
a comprehensive central
government-led and crossagency plan has been
developed to deliver on the
Government’s vision that
homelessness is prevented
where possible, with a focus
on the need for collective
action.
The six-monthly report
outlined
the
progress
to date. This included
providing urgent support
to those in the most need,
by continuing to increase
Transitional Housing places,
delivering 1,005 places as
of February 2021. Round
One of the of the Local
Innovation and Partnership
Fund has been completed

with around $4 million
supporting the development
and implementation of seven
initiatives across the country
to respond to and prevent
homelessness. Investment
has been delivered through
the He Taupua fund to
support 37 projects to
assist whānau experiencing
homelessness or housing
insecurity. A rapid rehousing
approach has been piloted
to support individuals and
whānau into permanent
housing. As at February
2021, 342 households had
been engaged in the service
and 140 households had
been successfully housed.
“We know more needs
to be done to support
whānau facing housing
pressures, especially those
experiencing homelessness,”
said Marama Davidson.
“The Government is working
on long-term enduring

solutions working with our
partners – including iwi,
including the community
housing sector, including
local government – to
get as many people into a
warm, dry home. The recent
announcement for Rotorua’s
emergency
housing
is
one example of how the
Government can work with
partners to provide support to
those facing homelessness.”
The Homelessness Action
Plan is supported by the
Public Housing Plan which
sets out the Government’s
public
housing
supply
intentions for the next
four years, Housing First
– a housing and support
approach that supports
people facing homelessness,
the
Progressive
Home
Ownership Fund, the First
Home Loan and First Home
Grant, and the Housing
Acceleration Fund.

Barbara Kuriger
MP for Taranaki-King Country

Backing Rural and
Provinicial New Zealand
Inglewood Office
80 Rata St, PO Box 124,
Inglewood 4330 • 06 756 6032
Kuriger.Inglewood@parliament.govt.nz
Te Awamutu Office
53 Mutu St, PO Box 302,
Te Awamutu 3800 • 07 870 1005
Kuriger.Teawamutu@parliament.govt.nz
King Country Virtual Office
021 856 793
Kuriger.Kingcountry@parliament.govt.nz

Authorised by Barbara Kuriger MP, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.
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Tax changes yet to dampen housing market
Over a month has passed
since the Government
announced measures aimed
at dampening the rampant
growth of the property
market, and yet the latest
QV House Price Index data
shows the market hit a new
high in April.
The average value increased
8.9% nationally over the
past three-month period,
up from the 7.8% quarterly
growth we saw in March,
with the national average
value now sitting at
$913,209. This represents
an increase of 21.4% year
on year, up from 18.2% last
month.
New Plymouth’s residential
property market remained
red hot in April. Its average
house
price
increased
by 9% for the quarter
and 23.3% over the past
12 months to $636,439.
Meanwhile, house prices in
the neighbouring districts
of Stratford ($445,605)
and
South
Taranaki
($398,793) have been even

Housing market still red-hot.
more buoyant, increasing
by 24.3% and 33.2%
respectively over the past 12
months.
The average value in the
Auckland region now sits
at $1,306,913, up 8.2%
over the last quarter, with
annual growth of 19%, up
from March’s year-on-year
growth of 16.1%.
Of the 16 major urban
centres
monitored
by
Quotable Value, all except
Napier City and Queenstown

Lakes District are showing
an increase in quarterly
growth compared to last
month. However, Napier is
still showing the strongest
gains in value, followed
closely by Hastings, with
14.2% and 14% value
growth respectively over the
past three months.
QV general manager David
Nagel said: “We’re hearing a
range of anecdotal evidence
of investors disappearing
from auction rooms and

even a decrease in ﬁrsthome buyer presence. And
while less properties may be
selling under the hammer,
the majority are still being
sold at prices that are at least
as strong as before the tax
announcements were made
at the end of March.”
“We’re starting to see some
interesting regional trends
emerging, with the strongest
value growth occurring in
the southernmost regions
of the North Island. The
Hawke’s
Bay
region,
Manawatu-Wanganui and
also the greater Wellington
region are all showing very
strong
month-on-month
value growth with Hawke’s
Bay leading the pack at 4.9%
monthly growth. The two
southern regions of Otago
and Southland are showing
much more conservative
monthly growth of just 2.1%
and 2.5% respectively,” he
said.
“We’ll all just be guessing
the impacts of the recent tax
changes until we get another

Weak links found at every level
“COVID-19: Make it the Last
Pandemic” was produced by
a panel co-chaired by Helen
Clark and Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf. The panel found the
initial outbreak became a
pandemic because of “gaps
and failings at every critical
juncture of preparedness.”
It also praises the efforts
of health workers and the
key role that open data and
open science collaboration
played.
Physician, Dean and Head
of Campus, University of
Otago, Christchurch, and
Co-Director, One Health
Aotearoa, comments
“The report pulls no punches.
It highlights how the current
pandemic situation was
preventable; that there was a
general lack of preparedness
globally despite years of
warnings; that responses,
especially in the early stages
of the pandemic, were
often sluggish; and that
coordinated leadership was
absent. It also highlighted the
underpowered nature of the
World Health Organization
(WHO) and how lack of
planning and gaps in social
protection
resulted
in
widening inequities.

“The
panel’s
recommendations focused
on two areas, viz. (1)
immediate actions to end
the pandemic and (2) actions
directed at preventing a
future pandemic. The latter
include the establishment
of a Global Health Threats
Council, strengthening the
authority and ﬁnancing
of the WHO, improved
surveillance systems, and
the establishment of national
pandemic coordinators.
“These
recommendations
apply just as much to New
Zealand as to the rest of
the world. While we have
done relatively well in our
COVID-19 responsiveness
compared to other countries,
we need to do much better
in preparing for the next
pandemic. We need agile
and coordinated systems,
and capability within a
well-connected and skilled
workforce to enable rapid
response to future infectious
diseases threats.
“This is a welcome report.
However, it must be acted
upon now. We cannot wait
until after the pandemic is
over.
“As this report states: ‘we

have been warned.’”
Professor Nigel French,
Infectious
Disease
Epidemiologist, School of
Veterinary Science, Massey
University, and Co-Director,
One
Health
Aotearoa,
comments:
“It was always a matter
of when, not whether, a
pandemic on the scale of
COVID-19 would occur.
Previous events, such as
the emergence and global
spread of HIV/AIDS and the
inﬂuenza pandemics of 1918
and 2009, provided ample
warning of the potential scale
and devastation of infectious
diseases. As did near-misses
with diseases such as SARS
and Ebola that were locallydevastating, but relatively
contained.
“All of these diseases
crossed over from animals
to people at some stage in
their evolutionary history,
and this is a reminder of how
important it is to understand
and stop the human activities
that lead to the emergence of
new pathogens. Preventing
the initial emergence of
infectious diseases with
pandemic potential is a
difﬁcult task, but we do

couple of months of sales
data to analyse. But there’s
certainly an expectation that
we’ll see at least a slowdown
in the rate of value growth,
with
potentially
less
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investors and maybe a few
more ﬁrst-home buyers
entering the market over the
coming months,” Mr Nagel
added.

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD
0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help you
with whatever you need.

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA
Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

Helping Farmers
Boost Production
WALCO SPREADERS

know what needs to be
done on global, regional
and local scales to prepare
for them and reduce
their impact. Previously
unimaginable
advances
in vaccine development
provide us with even greater
opportunities to prevent a
disaster of this magnitude
happening again, provided
we have coordinated, global
leadership.
“This report is a welcome
and far reaching reminder
of what we need to do to
prepare for and prevent
pandemics, and we hope
it is a trigger for a seismic
change in how we plan
for and respond to future
threats.”

Fieldays Special Now
Contact South Taranaki:

Raymond - 027 444 8861
North Taranaki:

Paul - 027 498 7277

They say that PREVENTION is better than the CURE ...
When was YOUR last dental check-up?
Dr. Scott Hohaia is at the Opunake clinic every Thursday.

New modern surgery is located at Coastal Care on Napier
Street.
Phone the NP branch to make an appointment.
(06) 759 1047
/ Taylor Dental Practice Ltd / Coastal Care Facility, Opunake / (06) 759 1047 /

www.taylordental.co.nz
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ELTHAM
p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Heatwave.

Great music and a great laugh

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies &
Custom Joinery Solutions
Donald & Ian Murray
027 242 8379
027 348 9445

06 764 8616

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com
www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

Dave’s available for all farm maintenance
digging and all landscaping work.

pecialist

utdoor

ervices

call 027 605 8437

31 King Street - Opunake
Dr. Lisa Connelly
Paediatric & Adult Dermatologist

The real skin expert.
Complete Skin Health
Cosmetic

Peels, Botox®, Dermal Fillers

Skin Cancer

Skin Check, Mole Imaging, Surgery

Medical

Acne, Dermatitis, Rashes, Psoriasis, Hair + Nails

Skin Care

Sun Protection Expert
Healthy Aging Skin Products
Oral Antioxidant Supplements

Book your specialist skin appointment now.
info@iderm.co.nz or 027 977 9119 iderm.co.nz
Clinic located at 4 Butlers Lane, Ōakura

Great music and a great
laugh, just the thing to lift
your spirits as winter sets in.
The Opunake Players
evening, Spellbound, began
with Heatwave, a local
singing group comprising
Bert Treffers, Stephanie
Mackenzie, Monica Willson
and Sherrie Flanagan who
exuberantly entertained with
a volley of songs, some I
recognised, others I didn’t.
Afterwards speaking to Bert
who chose the repertoire and
directed, said he selected
songs that were lesser
known. I particularly liked
the delightful number where
Stephanie took the lead
while the others beautifully
accompanied.
It was great entertainment
by the talented foursome,
bright and great fun and
went down a treat with the
audience.
Then followed two one act
plays, both comedies.
The ﬁrst, Fate’s Thread
by Stephen Bean directed
by Michelle Julian, opens
with a scene in a cemetery
with two women who have

good. I particularly liked the
performance of the police
ofﬁcer Jenny (Diane Baldie)
investigating the case (and
resisting Jack’s advances)
with cool professionalism.
The split set switching
between the tow centres of
action was very effective,
the
graveyard
scenes
realistically creepy.
Cemetaries,
death
and comedy is a tricky
combination to pull off.
It was the second of the
one act plays The Witches
of Prestwick however that
brought the house down.
Written by Joe Graham and
directed by Paul AndersenGardiner, three members of
an amateur dramatic society
are rehearsing a scene from
‘a Scottish play’ (Macbeth).
One of the trio has been
researching witchcraft and, a
bit bored with the rehearsal,
the trio, intrigued by the
concept of magic, instead
attempt to conjure up their
‘perfect man’ who ‘arrives’
in the form of a vacuum
cleaner salesman. Sensing
he is may not be who he

passed greeting a third. With
the most recent arrival still
coming to terms with being
dead, there is speculation
as to how she died. Action
then switches to the life
she left where we discover
her husband is having an
affair and who, it transpires,
engineered her death in a
car accident by ignoring a
fault in the car which caused
her to crash. Brian Gasson
was great as the wayward
husband, Jack, announcing
nonchalantly at intervals that
women found him attractive
and that he was helpless to
resist.
Lynelle Kuriger as the
elderly Alice, and Wendy
Smith as the upper crust
Harriett playing the two nosy
deceased women determined
to uncover foul play played
up their parts to comic effect
and were a perfect foil to
the disbelieving Margaret
(Sheree Julian) grappling
with the circumstances of
her death. Assumed voices
can grate after awhile
though. Chloe Danz as the
mistress with the right was

appears and, losing their
nerve, the trio then attempt
to reverse the spell.
I wasn’t quite sure whether
the reference to 35 inch
penises quite hit the mark
though, or did I mishear.
Hilarious action follows
as the unassuming salesman
brilliantly played by John
McCarty with comedic
restraint tries to ward off the
attentions of the excitable
women played by Alexandra
Lawn, Stephanie McKenzie
and Lisa Beynon. As each
in their different seductive
styles collude to reverse the
spell the bewildered bachelor
salesman tries to ward off
their advances. Eventually
the women seem to accept
his protests that he is indeed
just a salesman and he ﬁnally
gets to demonstrate his
vacuum cleaner. As he plugs
it in, we are plunged into
darkness, and then appears
… the devil complete with
ﬂashing red eyes.
It was a brilliant end to a
very funny play.
An entertaining night..
Bernice McKellar

call 027

31 King St

Sandfords Manaia Golf ClubAvailable
results
to

May 8. Saturday Men. 1.
Logan Symes.2. Phil Elliott.
3. Ralph Symes. 4. Caleb
Symes. 5. Rod Le Fleming.
May 2. Juniors. 1. Cooper
Symes. 2. Boston Symes. 3.
Eila Elliott. 1. Carter Symes.

BUY & SELL
SCRAP METAL

2. Hannah Symes.
May 8. 1. Jesse Jenkins. 2.
Denis Hurcomb. 3. Dinny
Gibbs. 4. Phil Elliott. 5.
Gary Dowdle.
May 9. Juniors. Putting.
1. Carter Symes. 2. Hannah
Symes. 3. Luke Norris. 4.
McKenna Norris. 5. Anise
Borrie.
May 9. Senior Men’s
Pennant. Manaia came

through with a clear win.
May 15. Saturday Men.
Manaia 5-New Plymouth 1. 1. John Oliver. 2. Logan
Sam Jones lost F.Broderick Kennett. 3. Gary Wallis. 4.
3/2. Ethan Jones won Quinton Symes. 5. Wayne
A.Searle 9/7. Caleb Symes Balxer.
Free1 Pickup
of dead
whiteware, barbecues
won Z.Lewis
up. Caleb
Junior Girls. Foursomes. 1.
trampolines,
mowers
for al
Andreoli won T.Stewart 5/4. Carteretc.
and Cash
Anise. paid
2. Hannah
Fairball. Jones and Jones
non ferrous
& steel.3. Luke and
and McKenna.
won Searle and Broderick Cooper. 4. Jaxon and Eila. 5.
If youand
have
trouble, ring SOS on the doub
5/4. Andreoli
Symes
Kobi and Boston.
won Stewart
and
Lewis
7/5.
Sandfords
Manaia for
Golfsa
* All section maintenance
* Firewood
Well done Manaiaboys.
Club.
* Chimney sweep services * Light engineer

SHOE & BOOT
027 605 843
SALE

Contact:
Dave & Maree Coll
31 King St
OPUNAKE

by SCARPAS

David Deacon

New selection of men’s shoes
Also SHOE,

BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594
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Taranaki ideas become reality with TSB investment

The lightbulb moments of
Taranaki’s top innovators
will be turned into a reality
this year with the help of a
kickstarter fund from TSB.
The bank is proud to once
again be getting behind Kiwis
ready to make a difference
in their communities with its
annual grants programme,
TSB Good Stuff.
Last year the TSB
Good Stuff fund awarded
$200,000 to innovative ideas
throughout New Zealand,
with an additional $50,000
available speciﬁcally for
Taranaki innovators as a
commitment from TSB to its
home region.

In September, $60,000 was
awarded to two Taranaki
based projects. Nick Jones
received $30,000 to help
fund the development of
an industry-leading and
humane predator trap, and
Dr Yvonne Anderson and
Gregory Lynne of Tamariki
Pakari Child Health and
Wellbeing
Trust
were
awarded $30,000 to help
create a new app to improve
health checks and support
healthy lifestyle changes for
Taranaki children.
TSB
CEO
Donna
Cooper says the bank was
overwhelmed with fantastic
applications last year and

TSB CEO Donna Cooper.

Opunake Bowling Club
Left. Taranaki Champion
of Champions 2020-21
placings by Opunake
Club members. Clockwise
from top left are: Winner
Women’s Senior Singles,
Chris Commane: RunnerUp Men’s Junior Singles,
Levi Davis: Winners of
the Men’s Fours (from
left) Paddy Deegan, Daryl
MacKenzie,
Kewene
Ratahi and Len Reader.

INGLEWOOD TIMBER PROCESSORS LTD.
41 Cutfield Street, Inglewood.
Contact Mark on (06)756 8803 or
itpltd@xtra.co.nz

All our wood products are
untreated and kiln dried. This
means our baled shavings are
ideal for use with animals, or
where a clean, pure product is
essential.
Dimensions: 1200x700x700
Weight: 120kg per bail (approx.)
$65.00 each + delivery.
Early orders essential over
winter.

Opunake had a memorable
day on May 1 at the Paritutu
Bowling Club on Champion
of Champions ﬁnals day.
All disciplines were played,
with the winners of all clubs
taking part.
Chris Commane won
the ﬁnals of the Senior
Women’s Singles beating
Kathy Andrews of Paritutu.
The Men’s fours ﬁnal was
again at Oakura, and was a
popular win for Opunake.
Paddy Deegan was the skip,
and the rest of his team were
Kewene Ratahi, Len Reader
and Daryl MacKenzie, all
playing their part.
Also notable was Levi
Davis, who was runner-up
to Vogeltown’s Hohepa
Murray in the Men’s Junior
Singles.
It was a day to remember
for this small coastal club,
punching well above their
weight. Congratulations to
all who took part.
Kay Fleming.
Local news, local people,
local businesses, local
sport, local arts and
events.
Delivered free around
the mountain every
fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016
23 Napier St, Opunake

the team is already excited
to see what ideas the people
of Taranaki put forward for
2021.
“As a bank owned by local
philanthropic organisation
Toi Foundation, TSB exists
to invest our proﬁt for
purpose in the Taranaki
community.
“With giving back at the
core of our bank, we’re
excited that TSB Good
Stuff is another tangible
way we can do even more
good in our communities, in
particular our home region.

“Taranaki is ﬁlled with
innovators
and
bright
sparks who know what this
province needs to be able
to thrive even more,” Ms
Cooper says.
“TSB’s here to help
solutions take ﬂight and
drive positive change for
Taranaki, so if you’ve got an
idea that’ll beneﬁt the region
or help solve a problem, then
we want to hear from you.”
The Healthy Lifestyle
Check app has now been
built and a six-month trial
with Taranaki DHB will

begin soon.
People who think their
idea could be perfect for a
TSB Good Stuff grant of up
to $30,000 need to submit a
60 second video pitch along
with a written submission
describing their idea, the
problem it’s attempting to
solve and the beneﬁts it will
bring.
Head to https://www.
tsb.co.nz/good-stuff-entry
for more information –
applications are open until
Sunday 13 June 2021.

Gardening with
Palmers Gardening
Centre

Growing Garlic

Have a go at growing some garlic - it is easy.
The great thing about garlic
is it’s really easy to grow,
and nothing quite beats
home grown garlic.
Types of garlic:
Two of the main types
to look out for at Palmers
are printanor and elephant
garlic.
Elephant Garlic
A large variety with a much
milder and sweeter ﬂavour
perfect for roasting.
Printanor Garlic
The most common in home
gardens, it is a medium
sized bulb with white skin
and mid to strong ﬂavour.
Planting
The general rule of thumb
is to plant on the shortest

day of the year, but you can
plant them in May or as late
as September.
Plant in a sunny position
with freely draining soil.
The soil should be loose
with lots of compost and
organic matter added.
Separate the bulb into
cloves and plant 10-15cm
apart with the pointy end
facing upwards. Plant at
double the size of the seed,
so around 5cm deep is about
right.
Maintenance
Keep on top of the weeds.
Once sprouted a thin layer of
mulch will help keep the soil
moist and cool.
Once spring rolls around,

you will need to give the
plants a good feed. Liquid
fertilisers, blood and bone,
sheep pellets and vegetable
fertilisers are all good
options. Garlic is a very
hungry plant. Monitor if the
soil starts to dry out, and
water if needed.
Harvest
Harvest in December or
January when the tops start
to die back. You can use
them fresh or leave them
to dry out. Leave them on
the soil or hang them up
somewhere. When they have
fully dried out, usually about
3-4 days, plait them together
and store in a dry place.

Palmers knows plants

At Palmers, you’ll find a Garden Centre full of passionate
gardeners who are ready to share the joy of good living
with you. We are all about creating beautiful spaces, at
our place and at yours. We’re locally owned and operated,
packed with quality products and expert advice for your
home and garden.

The ideal setting to stop in for a delicious meal, made in-house
with seasonal garden produce. Our tranquil garden setting and
covered outdoor courtyard is the perfect place to relax after
meandering through the garden centre.
Cnr Katere and Devon Rd, Fitzroy, New Plymouth.
Ph: 06 758 7455. Open 7 days from 8.30am.
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New banner for Opunake Embroiderers Guild

It was with great pleasure
on Saturday 8th May
at our regional day in
Normanby we unveiled
our new banner. For many
years past presidents have
talked about making one
but other projects got in the
way. Three years ago while

at conference in Nelson,
president Sue Staveley and
secretary Sheryl Roach
talked about our banner not
being hung along with all the
other Guilds around the hall.
As they talked about what
should be on it, they decided
to approach Cyra Lewis the

It’s not too late to book your
SHED MAINTENANCE
for winter
Have you got yours booked?
Call today or Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz
WAREA

5T
TASMAN
ASMAN ST
ST,, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Silent Diesel and Industrial
Tractor Mount Generators

For Dairy Sheds, Houses, Pump Sheds and
Commercial Sites
Tractor Mounts Features:
• Supplied with weather
proof cover
• Dials facing cab (one
man operation)
• Heavy Duty Driveshaft
• Heavy Duty Construction
• 1000RPM Direct PTO
Driven (no gearbox or
belts)
• Backup and Repair
Service for all Generators

Sizes to suit all situations

A full range of cabling and outlet options to suit your
personal requirements

Check out our new website

www.corkillsystems.co.nz
www

Back row. From left. Ramani Gungatunga, Joyce Adams, Cyra Lewis, Sue Staveley,
Joy Collins, Marion Woller, Sheryl Roach. Front left, Margaret Guy, Heather Radford.
Front right, Val Coombe.
very creative member in following week a beautiful great and represents our area
the guild. It was discussed background in felt came to well. Thanks so much to all
on their return at the next our meeting, and then all you very clever ladies who
workday. It was decided it the stitching began. Joyce stitched on it as it will be
needed to have our beautiful Adams our awesome cross treasured for many years to
side of the mountain and a stitcher did our name and come.
view of Opunake from the Cyra stitched our logo. As
sea with the beach etc. Cyra many of us as we could
Sue Staveley
was to sort something that stitched different things
President
we could all stitch on. The onto it, and we think it looks

Don’t throw it out - upcycle it
Members of the Kaponga
WI met in May at the home
of Gillian Frandsen, who
along with Sharyn Hurley
were our hostesses for the
day. We could all relate to
the thought for the month - “
Tie may be a great healer
but it’s a terrible beautician.”
A great performance of
Happy Birthday was sung
for birthday girls Jo Jones
and Gillian Frandsen. The
brooch we were all asked
to wear had some precious
memories behind them.
Flowers were placed at
the Kaponga Anzac Service
attended by members and
our amazing pianist Joy
Eliason played her keyboard
for the service for the 59th
time. That’s a record hard
to beat. Kaponga District
salutes you Joy.
A report from the very
successful Kapuni 85th
Federation Birthday and
Centennial Celebration of
National WI was given.
The launch of the exhibition

at the Patea Museum on
June 2
includes items
from Kaponga WI and a
group will be attending that
function. Some members
will attend the fashion
parade at Ballentynes in
Hawera.
Five members are to travel
to the National Conference
on June 13-15.
Extensive discussion was
held towards the planning of
our upcoming 90th birthday
celebrations and several
decisions were made.
Margaret Broomhall was
given the silver dish and
congratulated on her recent
59th wedding anniversary.
Diane West won the rafﬂe.
After a delicious lunch we
headed off to Hawera to
the home of Joy Linn who
runs ‘The Joy Within.’ Joy
upcycles almost anything
and saves a huge amount of
trash going to the dump. Old
furniture gets painted using

a chalk paint process and
transfers specially made for
that work.
Joy also upcycles silver,
vases, cushions, china,
photo frames, buckets, bins
and much more. Joy runs
classes regularly for anyone
interested and will even
come to you.
Thank you Joy. We
enjoyed seeing your work
and wish you well.
Thanks to Gillian and
Sharyn for organising a
lovely day.
Carolyn Nicholas

HOME KILL MEAT PROCESSING
* Beef * Pork * Sheep
Now doing Bacon and Ham
37 Warwick Road, Stratford
Ph Colin 027 476 4302 or AH 06 765 5937

Glenn Rogers
Dip. F.D Dip. Emb.

HERE FOR YOU WHEN
YOU NEED US MOST
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Double celebration for WI

South Taranaki Women’s
Institute celebrated 100
years of Women’s Institute
in New Zealand and also
their 85th Birthday on April
19 at the Kapuni Hall.
The hall was decorated
with
beautiful
ﬂoral
arrangements especially for
the occasion.
The day started with a
Meet and Greet, and then the
Federation President Phyllis
Malcolm welcomed the 76
guests who attended, and
gave a few highlights that
had happened over the past
85 years in South Taranaki
Women’s Institutes.
Grace was said and then
we enjoyed a delicious two
course meal.
Members were able to
view the memorabilia .
Before cutting of the cake,
three candles were lit by
Past Federation presidents
Helen Cameron for Past
members, Leonie West for
the present, and the newest
member April Cowley for
the future.
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The cake was then cut by
our Federation Gold Honour
members Val Eliason and
Phyllis Malcolm.
The highlight of the day
was a narrated sketch
performed by the executive
committee,
and
Maata
member Deborah Clough
taking us through the life of
our founder “Bessie” Ann
Elizabeth Jerome Spencer.
Finishing off the day with
Glenda Leatherby who led a
sing along , of songs through
the ages.
A great day was had by all.
Phyllis Malcolm

Coastal and Rural

properties
l
a
t
n
e
R

We ensure that the communication
between owners, tenants and ourselves
create and maintain good relationships.

Happy tenants = happy owners.

Call me today to discuss your property.

Colin Tyler

Property Manager
M 027 542 1853 P 758 4397
colin@taranakiharcourt.co.nz

Rentals

Advertise your event in the
Opunake & Coastal News
Call our sales team on
06 761 7016

Val Eliason and Phyllis Malcolm cut the cake.

Executive members perform a narrated sketch.

Lions make martial donation

Diane Forsyth, President of Opunake Lakeside Lions, presented the Opunake Martial
Arts Club with a donation from the proceeds of their stall held at the February 24th
highly successful AmeriCARna event. Meat patty sandwiches and preserves were very
popular with the tourists.
The Martial Arts Club then demonstrated their skills to the Lakeside Lions members
who were highly impressed.

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete
We Repair Farm and Contracting Machinery - Hydraulic Rams
Diggers and all Buckets - Tip Trailers - Quarry Equipment and
undertake General Maintenance - plus Stainless Welding
Need Concrete? troughs, culvert pipes and lids , bridge decks, box
culverts and bases, inspection pipes and much more….call us.

889 Upper Kaweora Road - Opunake 0274 526 718 - 06 761 8122
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Celebrating Weddings

Flowers for
all occasions
Fabulous
Flowers
by Robyn
Floral creations for special occasions

3 Napier St, Opunake - Ph/Fax: 06 761 8652

Trent, son of Nigel
Dravitzki and Nicola Lee
Hart-Wilson, and Rebecca,
daughter of Samuel and
Leigh Heemi were married
on February 20 at Julie and
Paul Dravitzki’s garden at
Tarata near Inglewood.
Trent was born in New
Plymouth, while Rebecca
comes from Opunake, but
was born in Hamilton. The
happy couple are pictured
with their son Eli.
The celebrant was Sam
Bennett and the ﬂorist
was Robyn Chard from
Fabulous
Flowers
in
Opunake.

Ph 027 376 6268
celebrantonthecoast@gmail.com
9 Dorset St, Opunake

A Celebrant for all occasions
Sam Bennett
Marraige Celebrant
of choice to
Rebecca and Trent
Dravitski
CARING FOR TARANAKI
COUPLES AND FAMILIES
SINCE 2009

contact@fullcirclecelebrant.co.nz

027 751 5100

Bradley Parkes (formerly
of Marlborough) and Nicole
Johnson were married on the
farm on February 13. Nicole
is the daughter of Susan and
Ross Johnson of Mangatoki,
and granddaughter of Dick
and Nola Johnson (Mangatoki)
and Jack and Ielk van der Sar
(New Plymouth formerly of
Opunake).

CAMTIKI COUNTRY LODGE
Tranquil Rural Retreat

Available for hire
Suitable for:
• Wedding accommodation • Family gatherings • Quiet weekends away

Parents;
Mark and Tracey Feaver
Cindy Gray and Murray Read
Location
Little Church bay
Fitzroy Bowling Club
Celebrant
Murray Weir
(celebrant on the coast)
Flowers
Ivy Lane

Book via Airbnb or contact Mike or Colleen
camtikicountrylodge@gmail.com

Laurie Feaver and Daryl Read were married on February 20 at Little Church Bay
New Plymouth by Celebrant on the Coast Murray Weir.
Laurie’s parents are Mark and Tracey Feaver formerly of Opunake and Daryl is the
son of Cindy Gray and Murray Read.
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Winter is just around the corner!
It’s time to

Heat up

Keeping warm in winter

Debbie, Trish and Alysha at Sinclair Electrical Opunake ready to help with your
winter warming requirements.
The temperatures have time to start thinking about pump if you are thinking
ﬁnally come down. There’s keeping the house warm.
about sorting the heat out,”
that chill in the air and it’s
“You can’t go past a heat Trish Anderson of Sinclair
Electrical says. “It’s clean,
efﬁcient and the best value
for heating. We have them
Ingredients
available as a wall unit of
•
1 onion, chopped
•
1
tsp
garlic,
crushed
happy with your ad. You can make one set ofa ﬂoor console. We have
different ones to suit.”
•
2 carrots, cubed
e sure the
you cubed
supply is accurate. An electric blanket can
• information
6-7 cups pumpkin,
keep the warmth in on long
•
1 tsp cumin, ground
winter nights. They come
•
1 tsp paprika
easy toTK-7323-2-7
use with mattress
•
3
cups
chicken
stock
NP
HOUSE ID:
protectors.
•
1 cup cream
Or you could throw on an
Instructions
1.
Add the onion, garlic, carrot, pumpkin,
cumin, paprika, and the chicken stock to the slow
cooker.
2.
Cook on low for six hours or until the
vegetables are tender.
3.
Using a stick blender, blitz until smooth.
4.
Add the cream. Season with salt and
pepper.
5.
Cook for 30 minutes to allow for the soup
to heat.
6.
Serve and enjoy.

electric micro ﬂeece throw.
“These are cheaper to run
than an electric heater. It’s
like wrapping yourself up in
an electric blanket, and can
be used as an alternative to
turning the heater on,” Trish
says.
“We have a range of
portable heating as well if it
gets too cold and your throw
is not cutting it.”
Finally when the weather
gets cold, the inner person
craves sustenance.
“If your crockpots are old
and decrepit, and you’re in
need of a new one, we can
help you out,” Trish says.
“There’s nothing nicer when
you get home from work and
it’s cold, than to have your
crockpot full of soup and

your home!

ready to go.” Mention this
article to us in store we will
give you a 10 % discount on

any slow cooking device ie
crock pot, multi cooker,
rice cooker or bread maker.

Haberdashery, quilting
materials and supplies.
Wool,patterns and needles.
Embroidery and cotton.
Open:
10am-4pm Mon-Friday
10am-12pm Saturday

Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

off form

Slow cooker Pumpkin Soup Recipe

Sinclair Electrical

are your heat pump specialists

Call today for exceptional service and a warmer home this winter!

CLASSIC CARPETS

Call us today
for your free
measure and quote
PO Box 5044, Westown, New Plymouth 4343
Borrell Ave, Westown, New Plymouth 4310
e: classic@flooringxtra.co.nz
t: 06 753 3933 www.flooringxtra.co.nz

LAMINATE | CARPET | TIMBER | HYBRID | TILES | VINYL | DECOR

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

KEEP THE HEAT IN!
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Winter is just around the corner!
It’s time to

Heat up

your home!

Heating your rental property
Most heating is wasted through
windows (up to 45%)
Keep your energy bills down with properly
ﬁtted curtains and blinds
CHECK OUT OUR
HONEYCOMB BLINDS.
Made from a special fabric
giving insulating results
similar to a double-glazed
window !

Did you know that the
Housing
Improvement
Regulations Act 1947 states
that, Every living room must
be ﬁtted with a ﬁreplace
and chimney or another
approved form of heating
This has been overlooked
by many owners and
landlords. Some councils
may provide information on
approved forms of heating.
The Tenancy Tribunal may

consider that an inexpensive
plug in heater is enough but
this will not met the new
healthy homes standards (a
power point in the living
room is not sufﬁcient).
Under the healthy homes
regulations, landlords must
provide one or more ﬁxed
heaters that can directly heat
the main living room to a
maintained temperature of
at least 18 degrees C all year

round.
How to ﬁnd what size
heater is required.
There is an online tool
available at www.tenancy.
govt.nz/heating-tool or use
an inspection company
experienced in the healthy
homes standards.
Some heaters that cannot
be used to meet the
standards include portable
LPG bottle heaters, unﬂued

combustion heaters, open
ﬁres, heaters less than 1.5
kilowatts.
There
are
some
exemptions. These include
where it is not reasonably
practicable to install a
qualifying heater, where
the rental is a certiﬁed
passive building and work
could cause substantial
damage to the property.

Where the heat is lost in our homes

Regularly coming round the mountain
Curtains made on site

13-14%
THROUGH THE ROOF

300 DEVON ST EAST | NORTHGATE COURT, NP

06 757 5532

11-13%
THROUGH THE WALLS
42-45%
THROUGH WINDOWS

9.30pm

10-17%

THROUGH AIR LEAKAGE

12-16%
THROUGH THE FLOOR

Open every day of the year from 5.30am till 9.30pm.
You can rely on us!

Each month New Zealanders are faced with a stack of bills they have to pay to keep their household running, and
as winter arrives, the dreaded electricity bill can often cause our household costs to skyrocket. In the common New
Zealand household, over one third of the energy bill is attributed to keeping our homes warm. However, according
to New Zealand’s Energy Efﬁciency and Conservation Authority (EECA), over 600,000 New Zealand homes have
inadequate insulation, resulting in all of this heat being lost through our roofs, walls and windows.
Homemaker, New Plymouth

formally penniall jordan & co

NOW APPROVED INSTALLERS
UNDER THE WARMER KIWI
HOMES PROGRAMME
Ask us how we can help you check
your eligibility for up to $3000 oﬀ
the supply & install of a new log
ﬁre or pellet ﬁre.
Let’s warm up your home
*Eligibility and Condiions Apply

P 06 765 5336 | E info@savvygas.co.nz
191 Broadway, Straaord | Showroom Open M-F 8:30 - 4:30

Interior Design Studio
SHUTTERS, BLINDS,
DRAPES & WALLPAPERS
Home consultations, Measure
& Quote
We cover North, South, East
& Coastal Taranaki
76 Rata Street, Inglewood
0276 303 224
dot@stylemyspace.co.nz
www.stylemyspace.co.nz
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Winter is just around the corner!
It’s time to

Heat up

Supporting New Zealanders
through winter months

From May 1, over one
million New Zealanders
receiving either a Main
Beneﬁt or New Zealand
Superannuation will get
more money each week
through the Winter Energy
Payment.
“The Winter Energy
Payment started as part
of
the
Government’s
December 2017 Families
Package designed to help
older New Zealanders
and many of our poorest
families heat their homes
over winter,” Minister
for Social Development
and Employment Carmel
Sepuloni says.
“Having a warm home
is a key part of preventing
illness and supporting
peoples’ wellbeing through
the winter season. Many
families struggle with

Winter Energy Payments to help ease heating costs.
the increased power costs doubled the Winter Energy
through these months and Payment as a response to
the Winter Energy Payment more people staying at
will be a welcome relief for home due to COVID-19.
This year’s payment returns
them.
“The
Government
is to normal, but remains
committed to laying the a meaningful boost to
foundations for a better incomes during the winter
future and the Winter months.” Carmel Sepuloni
Energy Payment is part said.
The
Winter
Energy
of the overall package we
have undertaken to support payment is an extra
our most vulnerable New payment to help with
the cost of heating
Zealanders.
“Last year the Government your home over winter.

Homemaker New Plymouth

If you’re single, you’ll get
an extra $20.46 a week.
Couples and people with
dependent children will get
an extra $31.82 a week, and
it’s paid to one person in
the couple. Payments start
from May 1 and continue
until 1 October 2021.
If you’re getting a single rate
and caring for any children
under the age of 18, please
get in touch. We may be able
to pay you at a higher rate.
As the Winter Energy
Payment starts part way
through the pay period, the
ﬁrst payment on May 11 will
be less than the full amount.
The full amount will be paid
in the following payment.
The Winter Energy Payment
won’t affect other payments
and
isn’t
considered
income (for tax purposes).

your home!

Drape sale on now
until Queen’s
Birthday weekend

FREE CURTAIN MAKING
15% OFF SELECTED
BLINDS & AUTOMATION
15 % OFF SHUTTERS
275 Broadway, Stratford
06 765 6152 | 0800 733 030

paint | wallpaper | curtains | blinds

Homemaker are your stockists for Honeycomb blinds. They can provide the better light
control, privacy and style for your windows.
Honeycomb blinds have excellent insulating properties.
Air is trapped within a honeycomb cell, reducing heat loss in the winter to keep you warmer,
and reducing heat gain in summer to keep your home cooler.

Call
(06) 278 4449
admin@evergreenplumbing.co.nz
www.evergreenplumbing.co.nz
145 Glover Road, Hawera

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING,
GASFITTING, DRAINAGE AND
HEATING REQUIREMENTS

Install Honeycomb blinds for greater home insulation.

Our new heating showroom is
now open at 145 Glover Road
• We supply, install, service and repair all
woodﬁre and gas heaters
• STDC Approved Contractor for
Warmer Homes Scheme
(Get $5000 off funding for a heating appliance)
We look forward to seeing you and providing a no obligation quote!
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Winter is just around the corner!
It’s time to

Heat up

your home!

WINTER SALE

• Clearout of overstocks • Sales table at the door
• Lots of end of lines and one-offs

Slippers $20
(as pictured)

Handbags $25
80 Tasman St, Opunake | Ph 06 761 8171

Our next issue is due out
June 3
to Advertise
email ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Ben Gibson and James Scott installing a ﬁreplace.

A message from Gibson Plumbers Ltd
Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and
proud to be part of
your community

Gibson Plumbing has
been operating in Opunake
and outlying areas for 60
years. David’’s Dad (Wyn)
arrived here in the 1950s and
operated his business until
he lured his son David from
his farming job in Matamata
to assist him and learn the
trade. That was 45 years ago.
After
completing
his
apprenticeship,
David
and wife Ann bought the
business, and today, with

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

CERTIFIED

Plumbing, Gasﬁ�ng and
Drain Laying

the able assistance of their
son Ben and James Scott
are still servicing the coast.
Incidentally James’s dad,
the late Keith was one of
David’s several apprentices.
As winter nears, most
peoples’ main concerns are
methods of staying warm
and dry. Roofs become the
number one concern, as are

ways to heat the house -be
it by solid fuel or gas, all
of which require checking
and servicing (e.g.chimneys
cleaned etc) to ensure
maximum performance and
safety.
Due to the many facets of
the trade, ( i.e. plumbing,
gasﬁtting, drainlaying and
rooﬁng) the plumbers are

always busy with various
diﬀerent tasks each day,
along with after-hours
callouts.
Thanks to our loyal
customers, who enable
us to continue the service
we provide, we should be
able to continue to keep
Opunake and surrounds in
A1 condition.

Advertise your event in the
Opunake & Coastal News
Call our sales team on
06 761 7016
ARE YOUR WINDOWS DRAUGHTY?
we fix windows and doors

Plus! Rooﬁng, Wood Fires and
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

06 761 8757

027 445 7164

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz

Window handles, seals, hinges & stays • Security locks for windows & doors
Sliding and bi-fold door rollers, locks & handles • Retractable insect screens

Local family business servicing Coastal Taranaki

Call free anytime 0800 37 37 10

www.exceed.co.nz
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What’s on the menu at your farm?

This may be a question you
ask yourself daily, but I’m
not talking about your lunch.
Instead, what diversity of
pasture species are you
offering your cows and why
does it matter?
Ryegrass/clover swards,
along
with
common
supplementary feeds meet
the basic energy and protein
requirements of grazing
ruminants, but just like
humans, ruminants will
thrive on more diverse

diets. The phytochemical
richness, potentially more
balanced mineral proﬁles,
and provision of choice
that comes from increasing
the diversity of the pasture
swards on your farm,
are all factors that may
beneﬁt animal health and
performance.

Phytochemical Richness
Ruminants grazing within
a diverse habitat in the wild
may consume over 50 plant

species in a day, with 3 to 5
items typically making up
one meal. In the process,
they ingest thousands of
phytochemical compounds
(also referred to as Plant
Secondary Compounds or
PSCs) that in small doses are
beneﬁcial to animal health
and performance.
Examples
of
these
compounds
include
phenolics (eg. Tannins)
and terpenoids and while
the details of how these

Shortage raises concerns

DairyNZ says the decision
not to approve 500 skilled
dairy workers to come into
the country will put farmers
under intense pressure, as
they head into the new dairy
season in June.
DairyNZ chief executive
Dr Tim Mackle says having
the government application
declined is disappointing
and essentially lets farmers
down, right as the sector
heads into its peak period.
“We have real concerns for
this season, including animal

welfare, farmers working
longer hours, increased
stress and mental wellbeing
issues,” says Dr Mackle.
“DairyNZ continues to
work hard to resolve longterm workforce issues.
However, we have an
immediate
workforce
crisis this season, due to
Covid border closures. This
decision is a blow to the
sector.
“Right now, there are
also staff on farms who
need residency applications

processed. So in the interim,
we urge the Government
to
urgently
fast-track
applications
for
those
migrant workers on dairy
farms who want to become
New Zealanders, and already
qualify to meet residency
criteria.
“Our migrant staff are
extremely valued by the
sector. We are concerned
that the delays are forcing
them to look to other
countries who can offer a
more certain future.”

compounds work are still
being researched, there are
many studies documenting
the animal health beneﬁts.
The
beneﬁts
include
improved rumen function,
improved antioxidant status,
improved energy utilisation
and protein economy, as
well as anthelmintic (antiparasitic), anti-bacterial and
anti-fungal beneﬁts. Many
of the plant species typically
included in multispecies
pasture mixes contain a
selection of these beneﬁcial
compounds. In comparison,
grass and clover species are
very low in PSCs.

Better Balanced Mineral
Proﬁles
The greater the number of
species in your sward the
greater the potential for more
balanced mineral proﬁles.
For example, including herbs
such as plantain and chicory
will improve calcium levels
while
sunﬂowers
will
improve the magnesium
status of a sward. Being able
to better meet the mineral
nutrition needs of your herd
through the pasture means
there is potential to reduce
inputs, not just in terms
of feed, but also mineral
supplementation.

EMILY HOUSE
Improved
Animal
Wellbeing
Dietary diversity promotes
improved animal wellbeing
in a couple of ways. It’s
well understood that the
nutritional status of an animal
is linked to oxidative stress.
This oxidative stress plays a
role in common production
diseases and illnesses such
as mastitis, hypocalcaemia
and more. When given the
choice animals will select
more adequately balanced
diets, thus improving their
nutritional status. Along
with the advantages from
PSCs (natural antioxidants)
this improves the oxidative
status, and thus health and
wellbeing of the animal.
It is also suggested that
providing dietary choice
improves
the
hedonic
(relating
to
pleasure)
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wellbeing
of
grazing
livestock. Studies in lambs
have shown that those
provided with dietary choice
had decreased blood cortisol
(stress hormone) levels
compared to those that were
fed a monotonous total
mixed ration made up of the
same components. I don’t
know about you, but I‘d
deﬁnitely get bored eating
the same thing for lunch
every day.
While this is a very coarse
look at a complex topic,
there is a lot of evidence
supporting
the
theory
that multispecies pastures
provide signiﬁcant animal
health
and
wellbeing
advantages.
However,
it’s
also
important
to
acknowledge
that
multispecies
pastures
are not without risk. We
recommend you use regular
pasture
sampling
and
analysis to ensure you are
meeting the nutritional needs
of your herd, particularly as
you transition from ryegrass/
clover swards to more
diverse pasture mixes. Care
for a tossed green salad for
lunch today anyone?
Emily House
5th Business Agri

WATER BLAST CLEAN YOUR
Troughs, Cow sheds,
Yards, Feed Pads
Fully insured.
Health and Safety/
Hazardous Substances certified.

Phone or text to book your clean today.

P.G. O’RORKE
CONTRACTING
Ph 06 761 8308 or 027 451 4425
FARM RACE SERVICES
NOW AVAILABLE
Repairing &
maintenance
Farm races, effluent ponds &
ground work
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Efﬂuent pond stirrers:
where is the best place to stir from?

There’s no doubt about it
– a good slurry stirrer will
be able to effectively and

efﬁciently get your whole
pond thoroughly mixed.
Electric shore mounted

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
For all your
Livestock requirements
Servicing the Coast
Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

LLOYD THOMAS
stirrers, or PTO stirrers
provide the right angle to
get the whole pond swirling
and keep the sediment from
settling at the bottom of the
pond, but if you really want

A good stirrer should be able to get the whole pond swirling.
to maximise efﬁciency the
placement and positioning of
the stirrer is also important.
Where possible, the ideal
place to stir from is half
way down the length of
the longest side of your
pond.
With the stirrer
pointed perpendicular to the
other side of the pond, and
approximately half a metre
to a metre below the surface,
a good stirrer will get the
whole pond swirling, and
the ﬂow of water will keep
everything in suspension.
If your pond has corners,
pivoting the stirrer from the
same position will bring any
dormant efﬂuent into the
mix.

If you have the option of
placing your stirrer close to
the efﬂuent inlet this would
be an advantage, but is not
critical. The advantage here
is that your stirrer can break
up the solids while they are
fresh and soft, meaning less
work for the stirrer, and less
solid build up in this area.
With an electric stirrer, the
concrete mounting block
needs to be as close as
possible to the edge of the
pond. If you have a lined
pond the foundation needs
to be incorporated in the
anchor trench.
Of course every efﬂuent
pond is unique, and whether
you have a PTO stirrer, or

a shore mounted electric
stirrer, it’s not always
possible or economical
to position it in the ideal
location.
Access
can
sometimes limit where you
can get the tractor in for PTO
stirring, and electric stirrers
need to be close to the pump
and power supply. The good
news is a good stirrer should
be able to get the whole pond
swirling regardless of your
set up. If you’re unsure, talk
to a specialist for advise on
the best stirring routine to
maximise nutrients in your
pond.
Lloyd Thomas
Nevada Efﬂuent
Management Specialist

Getting drug drivers off the road

MEGA Deals
Ring for details:

Peter Steele 027 206 7540
Rob Topless 027 247 1658
Deal with Local Knowledge and the Best Service.

Call us today!
0800 222 707
21 Paraite Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth
PO Box 5054, New Plymouth 4343

Rural
Women
New
Zealand (RWNZ) say they
are pleased to support
proposed drug driving
legislation which it believes
will reduce drug-related
deaths on New Zealand’s
rural roads.
“RWNZ Members believe
that there are as many
accidents on the road
with people using illegal
drugs as there are people
drunk driving,” says board
member and Social Issues
convenor, Sharron Davie-

Martin.
“Drivers
under
the
inﬂuence of illicit substances
are a danger to themselves
and others.
“We understand that
currently, an illicit substance
test is only carried out if
the Police Ofﬁcer suspects
impairment and the driver
does not show an alcohol
reading.
“RWNZ believes that the
testing of illicit substances
needs to be mandatory
and carried out at the same

time as compulsory breath
testing.
“Aotearoa New Zealand
has too many road users
losing their lives on our rural
roads and any work done to
reduce deaths and serious
injuries is good for everyone.
“Drug driving is one of
the road safety issues facing
rural women, children and
communities and its time we
ﬁxed it – let’s get drugged
drivers off our rural roads,”
says Mrs. Davie-Martin.

New Zealand’s Dairy Effluent Management Specialists | nevadagroup.co.nz | 0800 464 393
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Genetics helps secure premium
for sustainable high value milk

Genetics will play a key
role in helping farmers
achieve a premium for their
milk as part of Fonterra’s
new Cooperative Difference
Programme..
CRV Managing Director
James Smallwood says it
makes sense that farmers
- who have invested in
tools and solutions, such
as genetics, to produce
sustainable, high value milk
from healthy and productive
herds - are rewarded.
“The
Co-operative
Difference
Payment
programme aligns extremely
well with what farmers can
expect from breeding with
CRV sires,” he says.
“For many years, CRV
has
provided
farmers
with a choice of sires that
perform not only in terms
of production, but also
from a broader health and
sustainability perspective.
“Our
investment
in
research and development
is ongoing, with at least 20
per cent of our revenue each
year dedicated to ﬁnding
innovative genetic solutions
for New Zealand farmers.”
CRV has led the way in
identifying teams of bulls
that can help reduce cows’
MUN,
increase
facial

eczema tolerance, breed
hornless calves, and breed
cows suited to once-a-day
milking.
“Incorporating
these
types of traits over time
into a breeding programme
will help farmers futureproof their herd and their
business,” says James.
CRV is currently taking
part in research, which is
an industry collaboration
funded by MBIE, in
partnership with NZAGRC,
CRV and LIC, measuring
feed intake and methane
emissions – in the form
of burps – from over 120
yearling CRV bulls.
Globally, CRV was the
ﬁrst cattle improvement
organisation
in
the
world to start large-scale
measurement of the feed
intake of dairy cows on
working farms.
CRV is convinced that
targeted breeding still has
huge potential to improve the
feed efﬁciency performance
of cows.
In 2020, CRV Netherlands
began collecting the feed
intake data of more than
1600 cows. This data has
been used to develop a Feed
Efﬁciency index.
“By using of some of these
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James Smallwood.
Dutch genetics in our New
Zealand portfolio and in
our breeding programmes,
our goal is to reduce the
cost of milk production and
increase the sustainability of
dairy farming,” says James.
“Our connection to the
wider CRV business and the
R&D work being carried out
in the Netherlands creates
an opportunity to further
strengthen our ability in this
innovative trait space.
“Breeding is not a quick
ﬁx. While it plays a crucial
role in producing quality and
sustainably made consumer
dairy products, farmers
understand
a
breeding
programme takes time. You

don’t get the results in year
one, which is why CRV
focuses on longer-term
gains.
“Targets, such as reducing
cow numbers by 15 per
cent while maintaining
production, are achievable
with small incremental
gains. The beneﬁt of genetics
is that the gains are locked
in the genes. The beneﬁts
will be passed on, which
means they will be there for
generations to come.”
CRV focuses on delivering
innovative
breeding
solutions,
including
a
strong focus on healthy and
efﬁcient herds.
CRV Breeding Programme

Together we can achieve your
highest performing herd
Meet your local CRV team, they have all been born and raised on their local family
farms and understand what makes Taranaki so special. Combined they hold over
50 years of experience in the dairy industry and hold a passion for helping farmers
achieve their own success. Make an appointment to meet your local rep and
experience the CRV difference.

Manager Aaron Parker
explains
that
CRV
incorporates Somatic Cell
Count (SCC) as one of
the traits in its breeding
programme.
“We’ve put emphasis
on SCC in our breeding
programme to address the
issue and that’s exactly
what farmers can do as well.
Farmers can use their herd
testing data to target their
high SCC cows and use low
SCC bulls as part of their
breeding programme to
improve that.
“Selecting the right bulls
to use will absolutely help
reduce the incidence of
mastitis,” he says. “It’s a
slow process, but it is also
a permanent one and you
never lose the gains you
make.
“Sub-clinical
mastitis
is not visible and can go
undetected. Using data
from herd testing is crucial
for identifying cows with
subclinical mastitis. This
information is valuable in
terms of identifying the
right cows to treat, but also
informs farmers’ breeding
decisions to help reduce
SCC in their herds.
“The heritability of SCS at
15 per cent is high enough
to be able to make good
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progress through selection.
All bulls in New Zealand
receive a breeding value for
Somatic Cell Count. Like
with the bulk Cell Count we
are aiming for lower values
so a negative value for the
breeding value is desirable.
“For example, assuming
a population average of
150,000 for SCC, a breeding
value of -1 is roughly
equivalent to -75,000 SCC
so resulting average level
would be 75,000, which is a
big improvement.”
James says CRV is
committed to making a
difference to each and every
farmer it works with.
“The New Zealand grassbased system forms a great
basis from which to produce
healthy products with a low
environmental footprint and
good animal welfare.
“Our dairy industry’s
goal is to produce a high
quality,
healthy
and
nutritious
product
that
meets the needs of today’s
global consumer, while still
enabling our farmers to run
an environmentally and
economically
sustainable
business. We’re excited
about the role genetics
is playing to make that
happen.”

MEET OUR
TARANAKI TEAM
ANITA SCRIVENER
North Taranaki / Tariki /
Stratford / Midhurst
021 741 381
anita.scrivener@crv4all.co.nz

DERRYN PHILLIPS
Stratford / Eltham /
Hawera / Kaponga
021 582 363
derryn.phillips@crv4all.co.nz

GILL HAENGA
Coastal Taranaki / Manaia
027 499 0162
gillian.haenga@crv4all.co.nz

REGIONAL SALES MANAGER
GRANT BACK
027 473 2869
grant.back@crv4all.co.nz

CRV offers smart solutions for your herd.
CRV4all.co.nz
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A purebred life membership for Pat

A lifelong love of jersey
cattle has been rewarded
with a life membership of
the Taranaki Purebred Jersey
Club.
“My father was a great
Jersey man and I’ve always
liked Jerseys,” says Pat
Wilson whose Camaro
Jersey Stud is based on the
Inaha farm which has been
home for him and his wife
May since 1978.
Earlier this month the
Taranaki Purebred Jersey
Club of which Pat is an
executive member awarded
him a life membership.
The club’s patron Allan
Jenkins said Pat’s interest
in Jersey cattle extended
beyond his involvement
with the Taranaki club.
“The
Camaro
Jersey
Stud is renowned for its
productive ability and the
Wilson family have received
many production awards for
their herd’s performance,”
Allan said in his citation.

May Wilson, Taranaki Purebred Jersey Cattle president
Nicola Ashley and Pat Wilson.
“Pat’s interest in Jerseys has judge.”
extended to the wider circle
Allan
noted
Pat’s
of Jersey breeders as he is involvement
with
the
well known outside Taranaki Kaponga Jersey Club, of
District as a classiﬁer and which he was president for
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three years.
“Pat as he is known to us
all has contributed to the
success of the Kaponga
Jersey Club’s bull fairs,
not only as a vendor but
has worked tirelessly in the
preparations prior to the bull
fairs and is there in force
in the clean-ups afterwards
without fail,” Allan said in
the citation nominating him
for life membership.
“Pat has always rolled up
his sleeves at working bees
before the South Taranaki
Boys and Girls Calf Club
championships putting up
the rings and so forth for the
big day following.
“Pat has given his time as
a ring steward over the years
at the calf days plus having a
hand in being the announcer
on the microphone.”
Allan paid tribute to the
contribution made by May
who has “kept Pat on the
straight and narrow path.”
Pat grew up in Mokoia,
and he and May had

been
sharemilking
at
Otakeho before taking up a
sharemilking job on the 178
acre Inaha property, which
they later bought.
Pat recalls having to
fence their new farm while
grappling with 21 per cent
interest rates and facing
problems with facial eczema
and water supply.
“All the water lines were
not much bigger than a half
inch pipe, and it was gravity
fed to the cow shed. If you
had a blockage and it was
a hot day, the cows took all
the water you had. When the
Inaha water scheme came
on we got hooked up to that
and we never looked back.
We managed to get the farm
fenced, and we paid back the
money.”
Pat says he likes to stick to
purebred jerseys where he
can. He joined the Jersey
club as a member and
bought his ﬁrst pedigree bull
at the Kaponga Bull Fair
in 1988, and things moved

The judges at the national
ﬁnal
described
Diego
as a passionate, likeable
and gregarious individual
who is quite humble
and appreciative of the
opportunity New Zealand
has given him.
“He oozes passion and
enthusiasm for what he is
doing.”
The
judges
noted
Diego’s strength in pasture
management through regular
pasture walks, constantly
monitoring growth rates and
paddock performance.
“He
covered
pasture
cultivars and is trying to
improve part of the farm that
hadn’t been regrassed for a
long time through the maize
rotation,” says judge Gray
Beagley.
Diego also picked up the

Feed Management Award.
This
year’s
Taranaki
Sharefarmer of the Year
winner John Wyatt from
Auroa picked up the Pasture
Performance Award and the
Farm Dairy Hygiene Award.
Representing Taranaki in
the Dairy Trainee category
was Sydney Porter.
John had already attracted
national attention by winning
Dairy Industry Awards
in all three categories. As
well as the Taranaki Share
Farmer title, he had won

from there, with he says help
from other pedigree Jersey
breeders.
A trip to Britain in 1997
included a visit to Jersey in
the Channel Islands where
the Jersey breed story all
began.
“That was the ﬁrst big
holiday we ever had,” says
Pat. He particularly enjoyed
a day spent judging cattle,
which involved judging
cows which were in milk,
followed by ones that were
dry.
Today the farm comprises
233 acres, with 250 cows as
well as bulls. The yearlings
stay until they are weaned
and go out for grazing.
Pat and May’s son Chris
now run the farm, although
Pat who turns 77 next month
still likes to help out.
“I still go out in the
mornings to hose down the
shed and do all the odd jobs.
I’m the gopher,” he says.

Stratford farm manager is third in New Zealand

Diego Raul Gomez Salinas

A one-time agriculture
professor working as a farm
manager at Stratford has
ﬁnished third in the ﬁnal of
the National Dairy Industry
Awards.
Diego Raul Gomez Salinas
is farm manager for the
Michael D Burr Trust 142ha
property, milking 380 cows
at Stratford. He had earlier
won the dairy manager
category in the Taranaki
Dairy Industry Awards.
Diego began his career as
an agribusiness professional
in Argentina, where he was
a professor and researcher in
an Argentinian University.
He came to New Zealand
in 2009 to learn about dairy
farming and believes New
Zealand dairy farms are
excellent role models for
other countries

On this month in
history

The
Auckland
Harbour
Bridge
opened

IT’S SHED CHECK TIME AGAIN ...
CALL US TODAY TO BOOK YOURS
Tasman Street,
Opunake

Ph: 06 761 7079

On May 30 1959 the
Auckland Harbour Bridge
was opened by GovernorGeneral Lord Cobham.
Construction took four
years.
An open day was held
allowing
an
estimated
106,000 people to walk
across the bridge, which
was the longest in the North
Island.
In 1969 four lanes were
added by a Japanese
company, leading to the
nickname Nippon Clipons.
At ﬁrst drivers had to
pay a toll, driving from
either direction. Tolls were
abolished in 1984.
Although the Auckland
Harbour Bridge is 1580
metres long, the bridge over
the Rakaia River is longer at
1757 metres.

the 2009 Hawkes Bay/
Wairarapa Dairy Trainee of
the Year category and 2015
Manawatu Farm Manager of
the Year.
This year’s national title
winners were Manoj Kumar
and Sumit Kamboj from
Hawke’s
Bay/Wairarapa
(Share Farmers of the Year),
Christopher
Vila
from
Waikato(Dairy
Manager
of the Year) and
Ruth
Connolly from Waikato
(Dairy Trainee of the Year).

Herd dispersal
a/c d & J Morgan
25th May 2021 11:00am
4923 Main south road, Oaonui Fonterra
42330
170 High Indexing VIC Crossbred G3 cows
BW154 PW178 Rel 96%
Plus 16 Holdover high BW cows
If not sold prior 27 x crossbred R1 hfrs G3
BW205 PW222
Calving from 19/7 to 5 weeks LIC crossbred and
tailed with NM Jersey Bull
400kg/ms/cow this season, Blanket Dry Cow
System 1 C10 EBL free SCC 84000 season
average.
Herd test 7/5/2021 full catalogue available after
that but a group profile is available now.
All figures on screen on sale day.
Note: This genuine crossbred all grass herd and
the base of this herd comes from their home
herd which has been in the Morgan family for
over 50+ years of AB.
Very quite, with an excellent age structure and
composition.
Late to the market due to a change in farming
policy.

Contact Tim Hurley 027 445 1167 or
Bryan Goodin 027 531 8511 or
Vendor dan Morgan 027 685 3453
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Proud to sponsor
Coastal Rugby

Proud to be supporting
COASTAL RUGBY
ELTHAM
Premiers turn on win
for Blake’s 100th match

Our second to last game
of the round was against
our next door neighbours
Southern who have had an
up and down season, but
always play entertaining
rugby.
Coastal Premiers chose to
play with the wind and the
ﬁrst 25 minutes of the match
was some of our best rugby
of the season , forwards and
backs chiming in well.
Rick McKenna opened the
scoring and cut through to
score under the posts 7-0.
Shortly afterwards Jeremy
Newell scored next to the
posts to give us a 14-0 lead
and everything was going to
plan.
Then after a midﬁeld
handling error Southern
came into the game, and
after a few quick rucks and
some slick passes scored
a good long range try to
Jackson Ormond . Then
after good phases, they
scored again to make the
halftime score of 14-12.
Turning into a stiff wind we
had to be on our game to get
us home .
Our
forwards
were
dominant at scrum time, and
that was keeping ourselves
in the game and also with
our backs making good
raids, we managed to score
to get to 21-12 through
captain perfect Jeremy
Newell getting his double .
Southern then put us under a
heap of pressure and scored
under the posts to make
every coastal supporter

1st Floor, 9 Young St, NP
newplymouth@craigsip.com

97 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE PH 06 761 7079

Congratulations. Blake Barrett playing his 100th game for Coastal.
nervous at 21-19.
Almost straight away
we scored a second try to
our player of the day Rick
McKenna to make the ﬁnal
score of 28-19.
Our scrum was solid again
and Chris Gawler was
dominant with help from the
rest of the tight ﬁve . Jeremy
Newell was at his abrasive
best and worked well in
tandem with centurion
Blake Barrett and Jacob
Gopperth. All backs are
enjoying the new open style
we are playing, but of note
the Crowley brothers , Troy
Stevenson and McKenna all
being as good as any.
Full credit to Southern.
They played well and were
very dangerous and will be

06 759 0015

very hard to beat at home in
the second round.
The injury front wasn’t
improved and with Chris
Simons breaking a rib,
John Julian dislocating his
shoulder and Liam Parker
suffering a head knock, this
will put us and other squads
under pressure for a few
weeks, along with the guys
who are already out.

Lastly the team would
like to congratulate Blake
on playing his 100th game.
He’s a hugely respected
player in our team and club.
We always get 100% out
of Blake. He’s one of our
heart and soul players. He
leads from the front and has
only missed one game in
getting to his 100th match
at the age of 26.

0274 442 703
South Taranaki Pioneer Area Manager:
Kim Sharpe 027 528 0012
North Taranaki Pioneer Area Manager:
Alan Bunning 027 206 0147

Coastal
Veterinary Services
Ph 06 761 8105

Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby
CHRIS STANDING - 021 791 246

JFM CONTRACTING
Ph: Jared McBride
on 06 752 4558
or 027 4775 701
Go Coastal!

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
For all your Livestock requirements
1133 Main South Rd, Oakura

Ph 06 752 7765

www.butlersreef.co.nz

YOUR BROADBAND SPECIALISTS

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
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COASTAL RUGBY
Proud sponsors of the
Coastal Division 1
For Spreading, Fertiliser, Lime and Log Cartage
SUPPORTING THE COAST FOR OVER 50 YEARS! Opunake 761 7341 - Okato 752 4124

Peter Moffitt

Premiers go down to Tukapa

Ph: 06 751 1265 - Mob: 027 242 1812

0800 100 123

Andrew Trolove ﬁghts up ﬁeld against Southern on May 8.

Proud Sponsors of Coastal Rugby
LAWYERS FOR THE COAST
Thank you for your support

06 758 9484

Proud Sponsors of Coastal Rugby
158 Powderham Street, New Plymouth
Ph: 06 758 1199 Fax: 06 758 1188
Members of the Independent Insurance Brokers Assn.

In our last game of the
ﬁrst round we had to play
table toppers Tukapa.
With player ranks hugely
depleted from injuries, we
fronted up with a strong
starting team and a very
weary bench of boys from
the Div 1 who had already
played a tough 80 minutes,
but we knew in coastal
tradition the boys would
give a 100 per cent for us.
It was a stop start affair.
Our scrum was excellent
again, led by Trolley
and Chris Gawler and
Harry Foreman making
his ﬁrst start. Early
penalties were traded by
both sides before Tukapa
scored to make it 10-3.
Then after some great ball
movement and ruck play,

Jackson Sinclair drew the last
defender to put Harry Symes
in space, and with blistering
pace scored wide out for our
best try of the season to be
a halftime score of 10-8.
In the second half Tukapa
hit their straps, scored a
couple of well worked
tries and got out to a 25-8
lead before Thomas Kalin
scored late from long
range in the 70th minute to
give us the respectability
of a 27-15 ﬁnal score.
We were a bit unlucky
with Logan Crowley being
disallowed a try from a
quick tap, and Ben May
being yellow carded coming
to the aid of his fellow
player with 20 minutes to
play after Harry Symes was
hit late and lifted and driven

to the ground without the
ball by a Tukapa defender
,damaging his kidney, and
is currently in ICU awaiting
assessment whether
he
has to have an operation
at the time of writing this.
Unfortunately it looks like
Harry has had his last game
for us this season. He was an
exciting strike weapon that
will deﬁnitely be missed.
Our lineout wasn’t at its
best again and the boys
will be working hard
this week to rectify it.
Jacob Gopperth was our
player of the day and once
again played his usual high
work rate menacing game.
Hopefully Mark mows the
roadside at Arawhata Rd
this week as we cannot
afford another injury to Bam

mowing the drains this week.
So onward and upward. We
have the tough job of facing
a big Inglewood pack at
TET stadium on Saturday.
With points being halved
after the ﬁrst round, it will be
crucial to get away to a good
start in the second round.
If you know of anybody
keen to play rugby of any
ability we have a team
for you from Under 20s
, Women , Senior 3rds,
Development and Premiers.
Any numbers would be
appreciated.as we are having
a horror run of injuries.
MVP. 3. Jacob Gopperth.
2.
Jackson
Sinclair.
1.
Andrew
Trolove.
Ride
the
wave
.

06 759 9034

027 558 9004

RURAL CARRIERS

BRUCE THOMPSON

Proud to support Coastal Rugby

FREEPHONE 0800 654 779
MOBILE 027 4455 285

Rusty: 027 280 0743

29 Norwich Ave, Spotswood, New Plymouth
Phone: 022 031 5072

COASTAL RUGBY

Thursday, May 20, 2021

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

COASTAL RUGBY

25

GOLD SPONSORS

HAWERA
Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby

CALL

US

06 278 0240

5 Tasman Street Opunake, Taranaki
PHONE 06 761 7531 - 0800 107006

Celebrate 25 Years
QUEEN’S
BIRTHDAY
WEEKEND
Friday 4th – Sunday 6th
June 2021
Rahotu Domain
For more informa�on on registra�ons see the facebook
page or contact:
Victoria McCullough 027 3560 260
Deb Davies 027 408 5414
coastaljubilee@gmail.com

OKATO 4 SQUARE
06 752 4010

67 Breakwater Road, Motorua
Phone 06 751 5065

NEWTON GORDGE JOINERY

John & Jacinta Hurley
NEW PLYMOUTH
INGLEWOOD
STRATFORD
HAWERA

ACCOUNTING AND TAX
Call us on 06 281 1565 or 027 4542 284
62B Carthew St, Okato

BLUE RIBBON SPONSORS
Simpsons Tyres and Service Centre
22 Leach Street - New Plymouth
Ph: 06 758 0780 29

Eftpos Specialists (Taranaki) Ltd.
113 Gill St - 06-759 4148
179 Courtney Street, NP | 0800 BTW Survey (0800 289 787)

PICKERING MOTORS

PH: 06 761 8363 - Tennyson St - Opunake
GO COASTAL!
23 Tasman St,
Opunake

06 761 7265

06 757 3612 NP | 06 278 5972 Hw

4cm x 8.5cm
VALUE BUILDING
SUPPLIES
No bleed marks required.
HighRd,
res New
pdf ok.
1 Katere
Plymouth
Ph 06 759 7435
Logo
Coastal Rugby
Grant Gibson 027 528
gratefully acknowledges
8511
their support sponsors
Website
B & R Barron Builders
Rahotu Service Station
Coastal Printers

331 St Aubyn St, NP - Ph 0800 289 493 or 06 759 9957

Opunake Coastal Pharmacy

Mason Homekill

If there is room could we
say something like,

SINCLAIR

ELECTRICAL &
REFRIGERATION
sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz
Opunake 761 8084
Okato 752 4084
Kaponga 764 6084
Manaia 274 8084

Supporting Taranaki farmers
and proud to
be in the
scrum with
Coastal
Rugby!
Grant Gibson 027 528 8511

admnewzealand.co.nz
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Bayleys new premier netball sponsor

Bayleys Taranaki general manager Dean File is joined by - back row: Mareko Tuhaka (Raukura), Mechaela Major
(Inglewood), Brooke Neilson (Tysons), Nikita Roberts (Stratford/Eltham), front row: Grace Kelly (Tukapa), Mishka
Rosa (The Locals), Shayzaria Pirini (Bell Block), Khiara Smith (Inglewood High School), Kate Baxter (NPOB).
Bayleys Real Estate has
become the principal partner
of
Netball
Taranaki’s
premier league.
They will have the naming
rights to all three premier
competitions played on
Thursday
and
Friday
evenings.

Bayleys Taranaki branding
will be visible at all Netball
Taranaki’s premier venues
in New Plymouth, Waitara,
Opunake, Stratford and
Hawera, and the operations
tower at the Waiwhakaiho
Courts in New Plymouth.
Netball is the largest

participated sport in Taranaki
and has the highest rates
of female participation in
New Zealand. Traditionally
a female dominated sport,
Netball Taranaki has made
a commitment for more
diversity and inclusion
locally.

Bayleys Taranaki general
manager Dean File said the
company is proud to support
Netball Taranaki and is
looking forward to growing
a strong partnership not only
now, but into the future.
“It’s very rewarding to be
able to support organisations

such as Netball Taranaki
and assist them in being
able to provide suitable
competitions across the
region. We realise how every
dollar is so vital in keeping
sport strong and available
for everyone in Taranaki.
File said Bayleys Taranaki
is very focused and
committed supporting a
wide range of community
groups and are now excited
to commit to supporting
Netball Taranaki.
“The ﬁt with Netball
Taranaki is perfect with
our teams also covering the
region from our well-located
ofﬁces in New Plymouth
and Hawera. Bayleys are a
proud New Zealand owned
business, built on solid
family values with strong
community support across
the country.”
Netball Taranaki general
manager Jaqua Pori-MakeaSimpson is excited to secure

a principal partner for the
year.
“Bayleys has a strong
name around the Region
and shares the same values
and commitment to the
community.
It’s
really
important for us to align
with a brand that supports
local, and we are excited
to announce the rebrand of
our premier competitions
to Bayleys Premier Netball
League. We thank Bayleys
for its support and we’re
looking forward to seeing
this partnership grow.”
Bayleys
has
existing
partnerships with many
community and sporting
organisations,
including
Make a Wish Foundation,
Taranaki
Chamber
of
Commerce,
Multi-Ethnic
Extravaganza,
Flanagan
Cup, Taranaki Rugby, Bowls
Taranaki and New Plymouth
Surf Riders Club.

The Taranaki Indoor
Bowls Centre played their
Open Singles Event at
Kapuni on Sunday.
Eighteen players took part
with six qualifying for post
section play and results
were:
Sue Bourne defeated Ross
Wright 8 – 7. Andrea Berry

defeated Cliff Smith 11 – 4.
In the Semi Finals Sue
Bourne defeated Andrea
Berry 11 – 4. Rodney Morris
defeated Ella Smailes 12 – 4.
In the Final Morris defeated
Bourne 13 – 8.Sue Bourne
received the Trophy for
the Lady progressing the
furthest.

Indoor bowls results

It’s no surprise that New Zealand’s biggest full-service real estate agency is
well positioned across Taranaki. We are well stocked with knowledge and
passion over all property divisions in our region. Contact Bayleys Taranaki
to achieve the best result for your property today.

Angela Sefton

John Blundell

Kellie Hodson

Residential & Lifestyle

Lifestyle & Farms

Property Management

027 845 2190

027 240 2827

027 288 2894

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A LT O G E T H E R B E T T E R
Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage
requirements - Give us a call today!
Taranaki wide
Phone 0800 707 404
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Techweek 2021 is back in Taranaki

New Zealand’s technology
and
innovation
event
Techweek 2021 returns to
Taranaki for its fourth year
from 22 – 30 May, with
a dozen events on offer
showcasing and celebrating
Taranaki and Aotearoa
innovations.
An annual nationwide
festival
of
innovation,
Techweek is a platform for
people to meet, share ideas
and create connections to
enhance our future world.
Techweek Taranaki 2021 is
curated by Venture Taranaki,
the
region’s
economic
development agency.
“Right around Taranaki

Maunga
you
will
find
innovative
and
entrepreneurially
spirited
people.” says Michelle
Jordan, Venture Taranaki
General Manager Enterprise.
“Techweek gives them
the opportunity to connect
and collaborate, as well
as providing the Taranaki
community with the chance
to engage with tech and
innovation. With Aotearoa’s
technology and innovation
sectors rapidly growing
Techweek is a chance to raise
the sector’s profile while
inspiring the community,
enterprises, and tech-lovers
with the range of events on

offer.”
“With a diverse mix of
events there’s something for
everyone in the programme;
you can learn how to build
a 3D model, hear from
experts talking about all
things digital, and new
technologies that could help
boost your business. Other
events have a focus on food
and fibre possibilities, how
we can use tech to protect our
environment, and hands-on
hydrogen demonstrations.”
New
to
Techweek
Taranaki 2021 is the
Techweek Hub located at
DoBox in New Plymouth’s
Quarterbank. This Hub will

Opunake Library Plus Book Review

The Split by S J Bolton.
S J Bolton (who is also
Sharon
Bolton)
never
fails to write with chilling
undertones and her novels
are always a stark twisting
journey. The plots always
catch you by surprise
and The Split is no less
intensive than her previous
novels. Felicity Lloyd is a
glaciologist, working for
the British Antarctic Survey
carrying out research on
glaciers. Before arriving,
she was very sure she was
being stalked by a killer. On
the island of South Georgia,
a harsh former whaling
colony, she is positive she
will be safe as very few
tourists arrive and those that
do are only allowed to stop
for a short time. Surely after
this project she will be safe,
right?
Dr Joe Grant is a

psychologist
asked
to
evaluate Felicity in hospital
after she was attacked and
found hurt and distressed
wandering at night and
unable to remember the
attack. She has a few
consultations with Joe before
leaving for her new job.
Bolton paints Joe as a kind

What’s On Listings

caring man who runs a free
clinic for the homeless, and
in her compassionate writing
we get a clear window into
the world of those who are
homeless.
Joe’s mother gives him
issues.
Delilah Jones
is a Detective Inspector
investigation the death of
a young homeless woman
and the disappearance of
another. The local homeless
sleeping on the streets are
uneasy and worried about
someone called Shane who
likes to watch them while
they sleep.
Enter Freddie. Freddie has
been in prison. He, and his
past are looking for Felicity
and he’s not going to give up
easily. The mind-blowing
race for survival will set your
teeth on edge and I suggest
you have a calming beverage
of your choice to hand for

ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in Opunake: Playing several days and nights each week. Refer
timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: Tainui Day Centre - St Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman Street Opunake: Each
Monday 10 am - 12:230 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080 or Glenys 6558025
Opunake Friendship Club: Meeting last Monday of each month in Opunake Town Hall at 1.30pm.
All welcome.
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday 10am. Meet outside Club Hotel on Havelock St. Phone
Margaret 027 477 5600 for more info if needed, or just turn up.
Life Drawing Group: Weekly at the Emporium, 86 Tasman St, Opunake 7pm to 9pm. $10 to pay for
the model. Models always wanted; male, female, any age. If anyone is interested please call Marianne
Muggeridge on 06 274 5713.
WEDNESDAYS
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, Opunake: Wednesdays 9am - 5pm, for an appointment call
027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
Okato & District Historical Society open every Wednesday: At the Okato Community Trust Hall,
47 Cumming St, Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566.
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 10.30am-3pm at the
Opunake Business Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, Okato 4.30 to 6.30pm.
Free singing experience with Taranaki Harmony Chorus: Meet every Wednesday at Inglewood
Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm Phone Helen 021 296 0700.
THURSDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers: Meet 2nd Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling Club.
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, Manaia: Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11
Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High
Street, Eltham.
Singer Songwriters, New Plymouth: Last Friday of the month at Little Theatre, 29 Aubrey St, NP
from 7-11pm.
WEEKENDS
The Historic Cape Light & Museum: Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea.
APRIL 16 TO AUGUST 15
1896 - Christopher Aubrey’s Taranaki Exhibition: At Puke Ariki, New Plymouth.
MAY 11 TO JUNE 4
Autumn Exhibition: At The Village Gallery, Eltham.
MAY 29
Pungareeree No1 reserve Meeting of owners: Novatel Hotel, New Plymouth, 10am.
JUNE 4 TO 6
Coastal Rugby 25 Year Celebrations: Rahotu Domain.
JUNE 22
Opunake Beach Carnival Committee AGM: 7pm at Sandford Event Centre, Opunake.

house virtual and live events
with technology available
for people to engage with
and try out. Visitors to the
Techweek Hub will also be
able to talk to the Venture
Taranaki team and others
about R&D, digital boost,
AI, the raising of capital, and
the role of technology in our
community.
“We’re delighted to bring
Techweek Taranaki to the
region again. Technology
is an integral part of our
lives and our economy,
and Techweek is one way
to connect our community
with some very cool
technology, individuals and

organisations. We encourage
everyone to explore the
events on offer and register
through
the
Techweek
website so they don’t miss
out,” continues Michelle.
Venture Taranaki is a
connector
and
curator,
and proud to facilitate
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Techweek 2021 in Taranaki,
supporting and sharing the
stories, innovations and
entrepreneurial spirit of the
region.
For more details and to see
the events line up head to:
https://techweek.co.nz/
whats-on/

the later stages of the book
and perhaps for an hour
after. A truly psychological
suspenseful read.
You can reserve this book
at any South Taranaki
LibraryPlus
branch
in
person, or call us on 0800
111 323.
You can also visit https://
ils.stdc.govt.nz/
Maria Brewerton
Kaiārahi Whare Pukapuka
- Ōpunakē/Manaia | Branch
Librarian - Ōpunakē/
Manaia

TECHWEEK EVENTS
Mon 27 May - Fri 28 May
Scratch Coding & 3D Printing
Course
Check out https://pukeariki.com/
for times and locations
Libraries around North Taranaki
Mon 24 May 4.30pm
Teaching Tech by Leveraging
Technology
Do Box
Tue 25 May 10.30am
Senior Tech
St James’ Church, 24 Lawry Street,
Moturoa
Tue 25 May 1.30pm
A Taste of Tomorrow: Next
Generation Food & Farming
New Plymouth Boys High School
(school event)
Wed 26 May 5.30pm
Digitisation & Performance:
an Interactive Workshop
DoBox

Thu 27 May 12pm
How Taranaki Businesses are
Using Technology to Grow
DoBox
Fri 28 May 12.30pm
Fantastic Tech People &
Where to Find Them
DoBox
Fri 28 May 1pm
Small Business Essentials
WITT New Plymouth Campus, B101,
20 Bell Street
Fri 28 May 2pm
Clean Tech: Touch the Future
Novotel New Plymouth Taranaki
Fri 28 May 6pm
Technology Challenges for
Aotearoa’s Zero Carbon Future
Novotel New Plymouth Taranaki
Mon 24 – Fri 28 May 9am – 4pm
Techweek TV in Taranaki libraries
Stratford Library, Hāwera Library

Wed 26 May 5pm
Tech for Environmental
Sustainability in Taranaki
Puke Ariki Foyer
FACILITATED BY

techweek.co.nz/whats-on/
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McAlpine Taranaki’s alpine man
Continued from page 1

Ian’s adventurous past
has also included, in 1988,
spending three and a half
months in Antarctica with
the New Zealand Antarctic

Division as a safety
officer “looking after the
geologists.” He visited one
of Captain Scott’s huts.
“Everything was there that
was there in 1912,” he said

A group of clients at Dawson Falls.

Photo: Ian McAlpine.

such as meat,“It didn’t
thaw.” He recalls looking at
the walls of the historic hut
and thinking “I wish these
walls could talk.”
He could have applied to
go back the next year, but
chose to not. Being selected
to go to Antarctica was quite
a process. There were 600
applicants for 12 jobs. “It
took me three years to get
accepted,” said Ian who was
there in 1987-88. Initially he
was put on standby. When
he was finally selected
the successful applicants
– which included Andy
Harris - all went to Tekapo
where they had to learn all
sorts of things including
fire-fighting. One necessary
attribute was a sense of
humour and Ian has a host
of anecdotes which testify to
his sense of fun.
In Antarctica they were
helicoptered into the dry
valleys where they slept
in tents. The largest icefree area in Antarctica, this
region was discovered by
members of Robert Falcon
Scott’s party during their
1903 expedition to reach the
South Pole. At -20 degrees
Celsius they needed double
sleeping bags, says Ian.
Some years ago he guided
Mark Inglis – who had
prosthetic
legs
having
lost both his legs on Mt
Cook – up to Fantham’s
Peak in summer. (Despite
his disability Mark Inglis

Pouakai Hut.
would also go on to summit
Everest). Ian recalls racing
ahead – or so he thought – to
get a photo only to discover
Mark was right behind him.
“He was amazing,” Ian said.
A reporter from a newspaper
accompanied them to record
the quest.
In a separate trip, Ian
guided Phil Doole who was
with Mark Inglis on the
fateful Mt Cook trip and
who also lost his legs to
frostbite, up the north side to
the summit of Mt Taranaki,
this time in winter.
Ian actually visited both
men when they were
recovering in hospital from
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Phil Doole on the Mt Taranaki summit climb.
Photo: Ian McAlpine.
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McAlpine Taranaki’s alpine man

the Mt Cook ordeal, which
cost both climbers their legs.
“Phil was saying very little.
Mark was chirpy and asked
if we could take him for a
ride on the wheelchair and
‘Put a beer in my cupboard.”
The incident is mentioned in
one of several books Mark
Inglis has written on his
experiences.
Ian has done the Pouakai
and Taranaki Crossings
often and says there’s a lot
of Auckland people coming
to Taranaki to do them.
Over Easter there was over
700 people completing
the Mangorei Track to
the Pouakai Tarns. “The
Mangorei
carpark
was
full.” They were all New
Zealanders, he noted with
international tourism at a
standstill because of the
Covid situation.
To meet demand, the New
Plymouth District Council
is also building a carpark at
the Egmont National Park
boundary and there are plans
to have a shuttle service to
the visitor centre.
As a guide you have to
relate to a lot of different
personalities, says Ian who
has a lot of interesting and
amusing anecdotes of his
experiences.
He carried a kayak up to
the Pouakai Cairns. A photo
of him in his kayak, widely
circulated, was one of his
amusing stunts.
He has also got a photo
of himself dressed as Santa
Claus on the summit of Mt
Taranaki. On his 1000th
summit of Mt Taranaki
friends set up a surprise party
in advance complete with a
table, glasses of sparkling
grape juice and a big cake.
His
friend
Lindsay
Maindonald dressed as
a penguin – Ian had just
returned from Antarctica acted as a waiter. The whole
thing was videoed as an
unsuspecting Ian approached
the summit.
The group, who were
all dressed up in different
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costumes, kept them on as
they descended.
“They all really enjoyed
it,” said Ian. There were
a few snooty remarks
however from others who
commented, “you’re not
meant to have fun up there,”
Ian wryly observed.
Ian has also been involved
in Search and Rescue ever
since he left school. He
doesn’t elaborate much but
says, “The down side of
mountaineering is there’s
a lot of people who don’t
make it to their 60s.”
People who are doing a
summit of Mt Taranaki need
to have a “good” standard
of ﬁtness, says Ian - adding
doing a bit of running or
biking all helps.
Ian is looking forward
to getting clients/guests
now that the Australians
are allowed back to New
Zealand and is waiting for
the rest of the world. “There
is a lot of interest from New
Zealand groups including
family and women’s groups
to enjoy being guided by
me,” he says

DOC have been busy at work in the national park.

Photo: Ian McAlpine.

The Goblin Forest on one of the tracks..

Next issue
of the Opunake & Coastal News
is on June 3.

Holly Hut.

COASTAL
COPY PRINT DESIGN

72 Tasman Street, Ōpunakē - www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 383 7926

MAY/JUNE 2021

Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs and Senior Citizens $8, Under 4 free
LAND
CRANSTON ACADEMY
Drama |1hr 29mins|M: Suicide References
Adventure, Family|1hr 25mins |PG
Fri 21st May 7pm| Sun 30th May 7pm
Sat 22nd May 1pm|Sat 5th Jun 1pm
LOCKED DOWN
Comedy, Crime, Romance|1hr 58mins|M:
Language,
Sat 22nd May 7pm

CRUELLA
Comedy, Crime|2hr 14mins|PG
Sat 29th May 1pm|Sun 6th Jun 1pm
Fri 18th Jun 7pm

JAMES AND ISEY
Documentary|1hr 15mins|M: Language
Sun 23rd May 7pm

NO MANS LAND
Western|1hr 54mins|M Language, Violence
Fri 28th May 7pm| Sat 5th Jun 7pm

TWIST
Drama|1hr 50mins|M:Language, Violence
Sat 29th May 7pm

FINDING YOU
Drama, Romance|1hr 55mins|PG
Fri 4th Jun 7pm| Sun 13th Jun 1pm

MINAMATA **JUNE BOUTIQUE**
Drama|1hr 55mins|TBC
Sun 6th Jun 7pm| Sat 12th Jun 7pm

A QUIET PLACE II
Mystery, Thriller|1hr 37mins|M:Violence
Fri 11th Jun 7pm| Sat 19th Jun 7pm

Check out the 1pm Sunday screenings starting in June

Your local Print Shop for all your printing needs!
OPEN WEDNESDAY’S and FRIDAY’S - 9am - 5pm

26 Napier Street Opunake in the CoastalCare Building

Photocopying, Passport Photos, Business Cards, Flyers, Brochures, Logo Design,
Laminating, Binding, Typing Services, Photo Repairs, Photos onto Canvas/Glass Prints,
Advertising Posters, Document Scanning, Invitations, Thank You Cards, Rafﬂe Tickets,
Personalised Labels, Stickers/Labels and more....

PH: 06 761 8037 Email: cavco@xtra.co.nz
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Songs of the earth strangely unearthly

It’s out of it, fascinating.
We live in such a sheltered
life unless we go and explore
things, it’s so different was
Dorothy Symes enthusiastic
comment
on
viewing
an exhibition at Pihama
Lavender.
Entitled Songs of the Earth,
the exhibition by Roger
Peters from Kaponga is both
a sensory and intellectual
experience.
A graduate of Elam School
of Fine Arts in Auckland,
as a second year student
Roger won an Air New
Zealand Art Award open
to students in tertiary
institutions nationwide and
judged by none other than
Colin McCahon, widely
recognised as New Zealand’s
foremost painter.
Roger
majored
in
sculpture and the exhibition
encompasses five decades of
his work.

some of the exhibits. Art is
subjective.
Prepare to have your
horizons widened.
The exhibition is open daily
He cites conceptual artist
Marcel Duchamp as a major
influence. The FrenchAmerican
painter
and
sculptor rejected what he
termed ‘retinal’ art (intended
to please the eye) in favour

TOURS &
SHOWS
Mid Winter Getaway to the Chateau Tongariro
11th – 14th August 2021
$1050pp

Chatham Islands Experience
29th September 6th October 2021
$4900.00 pp
Ever changing, Spectacular, Breathtaking Scenery

World Of Wearable Arts Wellington
Premium Tickets
2nd October 2021
$525.00 pp

The Deep South: Southern Spectacular

24th November – 9th December 2021
$5395.00 pp
Includes the Coastal Pacific Train, Christchurch, Dunedin,
Invercargill, The Catlin’s, Milford Sounds,
Queenstown.
Visit weirbros.co.nz for more tour information or to join our
database.
Pick up New Plymouth, Inglewood, Stratford & Hawera.

06 278 5858
www.weirbros.co.nz weirbros@xtra.co.nz

of work that was conceived
in the mind.
At Elam Roger came
into contact with visiting
overseas
artists
who
encouraged experimenting
using industrial materials and
also everyday items using
various froms of energy. The
28 diverse exhibits include
passive displays of inert
objects which contrast with
energised ones using gas
light and heat.
“I’m playing around with
the senses,” Roger explains
invoking light, hearing and
smell.
Ultimately the aim is to
intellectually, aesthetically
and emotionally engage the

person.
“An artwork captures
something – it brings life
into that thing,” he says.
It encourages us to feel
connected; it satisfies those
cravings we have and gives
us something to look at.
One work in particular he
also amuses and confuses
with a work entitled Fish
which I depict in neon pink
a shape which symbolises
both a penis and a vagina.
Roger Peters has exhibited
in Auckland.
Before leaving I noted
Dorothy’s husband had a
different, reaction to the
works questioning Roger
on what voltage he used in

Bernice McKellar

Above left: Roger Peters.
Above top: Leaves and steps.
Above: Cubes.

A group of senior Art
students from Opunake High
School headed off into the
unknown, to the old Pihama
factory nestled in the bend of
the Punehu River.
We step through the rustic
red door into an unexpected
space, our senses instantly
tweaked by light, colour,
smells and structures.
The raw materials are
recognisable as wood, steel,
wire, stone, coal, sand, salt,
oil and water. Relatable
in their familiarity to rural
dwellers.
As we move about the
objects we begin to feel the
heat emanating from electric
rods, kiln coils and flickering
flames.
Eyes dart from form to

form, seeking, settling,
intrigued, curious, awkward,
wondrous. What am I
‘supposed’ to do? Or think?
Or feel? Or say?
This sensory swirl of
the immersive experience
ignites the brain’s response.
The aesthetic process of
appreciation begins.
Our instinct is to touch
and disrupt the tactile
textures, but we fight the
forbidden urge. Mischievous
temptation.
We delight in shadow play
above the amber oil bath.
Silhouette creatures emerge
on its surface.
We observe reflection
and refraction as neon light
beams fall upon cones of
salt crystals, so bright with

whiteness.
Eyes peer into spaces
where bulbs illuminate
blocks, seemingly floating as
they step upwards, balancing
precariously.
The ‘Songs’ are our dreams,
our direction, grounded in
earthly elements that link us
to our place in space.
Ladders, steps, a ramp or
bridge assist our journey
onward, allowing us to
progress along pathways the
void occupies.
A smile of coastal
familiarity – the howling
wind, rocks ignited with
flame, gas.
The pink blob, a messy
spill that we’ve tried to wipe
up, but no such luck.
The gentle swing and

sway of sagging hot coils
as water awaits, passive
and transparent in stainless
bowls.
The neon spoked wagon
wheel perhaps alluding to
perpetual motion, escalation,
commotion.
But elemental balance
is restored in the dense
black soak of the coal box,
absorbing and settling the
sensory overload.
Calm and stillness beneath
the rafters as we gather in a
circle and share impressions.
We are all drawn to these
mystic lumens like nightly
flying critters, attempting
to unravel the illusions of
creativity and inspiration.
Megan Symons

Ambitions hopes and dreams

1 Beach Rd, Opunake
Ph. 06 761 7525
http://www.opunakebeachnz.co.nz
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We are
right by the
Beach
Book your Winter Break
• Large Grassy Sites
• Cell phone coverage
• Internet access

till Friday May 28 between
10am and 4:00 pm or after
hours by appointment.

“Songs of the Earth” - Roger Peters Sculpture Exhibition

Book your
Winter Escape now!

• Motel Units
• Cabins
• Classic Caravan

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

• Beach & cliff top walks
• Kid’s playground
• Walk to cafe and theatre

Above: Ambitions Hopes & Dreams.

For all of those who’ve seen the exhibition
on the Virtual Tart site and asked if the
kimonos can be worn, no, sorry. They’re
paper collages. I felt the same way - loved the
look of them and wanted to wear one.
And if you’d like to see what’s been keeping
me quiet for a few weeks, have a look at my
part of the Showcase section of the Tart site.
and take a look at the Ambition, Hopes &
Dreams assemblage.
It’s been the most difficult construction I’ve
made since the Not Very Merry Go Round
which I made last century. Doesn’t that sound
like such ages ago? I’ll try to get a small
video online, to show what happens when you
turn the handles.
Cheers
Dale Copeland
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Next Meeting is on
June 14, 2021
at 5.30pm
Hughsons & Associates Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier St, Opunake
(opposite the Coastal Care Medical Centre)

FOURTH RATES INSTALMENT
Ratepayers are reminded that the last day for payment of the fourth
instalment of rates for 2020/2021 without incurring a penalty will
be Wednesday 26 May 2021.
WD Crockett
Chief Executive

Opunake and Districts Foodbank AGM
25th May 2021
3.30pm CoastalCare Community Lounge
All welcome, tea and coffee provided
Parcel and shopping volunteers needed.
Secretary needed

LORETTA’S Gentlemen’s
Club. Near to town. new
Plymoth CBD. Come and
meet the ladies. Ph 021 090
207 98.

Next Meeting is on
June 14, 2021
at 5.30pm
Hughsons & Associates
Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre,
23 Napier St, Opunake
(opposite the Coastal Care
Medical Centre)
PUNGAEREERE No 1
RESERVE
Meeting of Owners
Saturday 29th May 2021
Novotel Hotel
Cnr Leach & Hobson
Streets
New Plymouth
10am - Registrations
Agenda:
Mihi/Karakia
Apologies
Previous Meeting
Trustees Report
Property Report
Financial Report
Urupa report
Election of Trustees
General Business
Karakia Whakamutunga

SITUATIONS VACANT

TRADES & SERVICES

DELIVERY PEOPLE NEEDED

HCL BUILDERS for
building houses. Ph 027
236 7129.
HCL BUILDERS for
building decks. Ph 027 236
7129.

We need a reliable delivery person/s to deliver
our fortnightly newspaper to Manaia
Please phone 06 761 7016. Ask for Rolland.

McNEIL DECORATING
– for all your painting
and decorating. Ph: Jason
McNeil 027 233 4584.
COASTAL
GIB
STOPPERS. Phone Glenn
027 524 5745

TRADES & SERVICES
P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD

Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader,
National Certificates in Forest Operations,
Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on
what your trees are worth $$$
Ph: Paul

RSVP by 18 May 2021
Contact:
TeUraura Nganeko
email:
ngant1958@gmail.com or
cell 021 073 9157.
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027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

CARPETS second hand,
large selection After Disaster
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP.
Phone (06) 769 9265

WANTED TO BUY
SCRAP METAL - for all
scrap metal Taranaki wide,
give us a call. Molten Metals
(06) 751 5367.
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

FOR SALE
YUCON, natural prebiotic
superfood
concentrate.
$229.00.
Grown
and
harvested in NZ. At the
Health Shop in Centre City
06 758 7553.

The Opunake & Coastal News is now available in
newstands throughout Taranaki at the following locations:

Next issue of the Opunake & Coastal News is due out on
the 3rd of June. Contact us on 06 761 7016 to be in it.

Challenge Spotswood Petrol Station
The Health shop, Centre City
Westside Grille, Tukapa Street, Westown
Outside First National, Cnr Victoria and High Streets,
Hawera

Look for the Newspaper Reading Cow on the newstands

CHURCH NOTICES

DO YOU HAVE
ENOUGH GRASS?

• Are you concerned about your Fertiliser budget?
• Is your farm growing to its maximum
growth potential?
(Grass is still your most profitable feed source)
• Do you need to change your Fert program to meet
industry standards?

Frustration causes stress
Let me help you

We are still working.
Call us for a free appraisal or just a
chat to tell you what your property
is worth in this market.

We are here to help!
We cover the field

Bare land - Lifestyle with homes - Dairy farms Sheep and cattle units - Forestry blocks.
New Plymouth, North, South
& Coastal Taranaki:
Paddy Bolger 027 434 4464
Paul Northcott 027 575 7202

Independent Consultant

Taranaki

Like us on

MOVING?

Subscribe to the Opunake &
Coastal News and we’ll post you a
paper as soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

Advertising

Email:

ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Editorial Contributions

Email:

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month
Okato/Oakura Co-operating Parish
Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays each month
Oakura - St James - 9am Bible Reading, Prayer and
Reflection every Tuesday
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays each month
Okato - St Pauls - 10.30am Fellowship time 3rd Thursday of
each month
Okato - St Pauls - 6.30pm Silent Prayer and Reflection 3rd
Thursday of each month
Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: 8.30am every 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday
Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st, 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)
Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am
All welcome
St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays
The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday
Come along or contact
Belinda Philp
027 935 6191
St. Barnabas Anglican Church
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am
Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday
Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall.
Everyone welcome

MERIT CARS

2013 SUBARU IMPREZA 1.6L AWD:

High Grade Impreza in Excellent Condition
Auto, Boxer Engine, ABS Brakes, Dual Airbags,
Stability Control, 85km

ONLY $12,995

2013 VOLKSWAGON POLO GTi
1.4 HOT HATCH
Turbo Engine, Tiptronic Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, NZ Stereo, 94km
S15, 995
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2011 NISSAN DUALIS 20G
CROSSRIDER
270KW, 6.0 GEN-4, Alloy, V8 Engine, Tiptronic Auto 2.0, 6sp, Auto, Beautiful, Easy Access,
with Sport Shift, Sounds as good as it looks
Easy drive, 78km
$21,995
NOW ONLY $16, 995
2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE
CALAIS-V 6.0 V8 AUTO

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR QUALITY VEHICLES .
FINANCE & INSURANCE FROM ZERO DEPOSIT AND ALL ON
ROAD COSTS INCLUDED IN PRICE

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

2008 HONDA ELYSION VG LOW
KM 8 SEATER:

Beautiful Hi Spec Example. Auto, QuadCam, 24
Valve, iVtec, V6, EFI, Variable Valve Timing,
Power Steering, 74km

ONLY $13,995

2008 HONDA JAZZ 1.5 SPORT
NZ NEW LOW KMS:

7 Stage Tiptronic , Reversing Camera,
Parking Sonar, Air Conditioning, Alloy Wheels,
84km

ONLY $10,995

2013 FORD KUGA TITANIUM 4WD:

11 GOLF TSI: 1.4 66km
$11,995

2011 MAZDA BIANTE G8 Seater

2.5 Turbo 5 Cylinder Automatic 5 Stage Tiptronic, 5
Cylinder, Double Overhead Cam, 20 Valve, Duratec, P/S,
Power Windows & Mirrors, Central Locking,
Climate Control Air Con, CD Player, ABS Brakes, Dual
Airbags, Electronic Stability Control, 50km

2.0 Auto dual electric sliding doors,
higrade 82km
NOW ONLY $14,995

2007 MAZDA CX7 SPORTS
CRUISING
2.3 Turbo, 6 Stage Auto. Leather, active cruise
control, Low kms
Was $12,995 NOW S11, 995

ONLY
$22,995
2011 SUZUKI SWIFT GLXA NZ NEW:

Automatic ,Variable Valve Timing, Electronic
Fuel Injection, Power Steering, Power
Windows & Mirrors, Central Locking,
ONLY $8995

2011 MAZDA PREMACY 20S 7 SEATER

2.0 Auto, 86km
NOW $11,995

1.5 Tiptronc Auto, DOHC, Variable valve timing, EFI, P/S, Power
windows and mirrors, Remote central locking, A/C, CD player,
Cruise control, ABS brakes, Air bags, Tinted windows, Spoiler,
64km

2004 VW TOUAREG 3.2 V6 4WD NZ
NEW SVU
Tiptronic Auto, 24 Valve, V6, EFI, P/S, Power windows and
mirrors, Central locking, Dual A/C, Leather trim, Electric seats,
Heated seats, Multiple air bags, ABS Brakes, Stability control,

$9,995

SPECIAL $9,995

2008 TOYOTA RACTIS GL PACKAGE:

Alloy wheels, AWD, Towbar

EASY ACCESS, EASY DRIVE
WITH WHEEL CHAIR HOIST IN
REAR

AU-8821720AD
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You can now approve or submit changes to your ad within the ATOL system at a time that suits you. Just follow the link in
your ad proof email to view your ad, then click the APPROVE or CORRECTIONS button right from there - no new emails required!

