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Triple smash in Stratford

The local police, Stratford
Fire Brigade and St John
Ambulance had a busy day
in Stratford on Wednesday,
April 28.
Firstly, around 2pm, a
truck heading north left the
road, mounted the footpath
(smashing the concrete
kerbing), careered into a
perimeter fence demolishing
most of it and ended up
inside the section of the
property, smashing out part
of the north boundary fence.
The truck’s front windscreen
was shattered.
The truck clipped (and
broke) a concrete garden bed
attached to the side of the
house but narrowly missed
several hutches hosing some
hens. The crash involved
the residential property
on the corner of Warwick
and Mountain Roads at the
southern outskirts of the
town just past the 100km
sign. Several young children
of the household, were
luckily not playing outside
when the accident happened.

A truck demolished most of this property’s fence before knocking over part of the northern boundary one.

Book review on noted
writer’s memoirs on
page 27.

New owner for 4U
Computer Solutions.
See page 4.

Anzac Day celebrated
in many towns. See
inside.

The truck clipped the concrete garden boundary, just
missing the house.

Just minutes after the truck crashed a Ford Courier utility (foreground) crashed into
the back of the white Honda..
Just as the truck left the
road it destroyed a street
light. The runaway truck
also felled a tree on the
residential property. It is
unclear as to whether the
driver of the truck was
hurt, although a St John
Ambulance and officers

were nearby. There was
some speculation that maybe
the truck driver had suffered
a sudden health emergency
of some kind, but this is
unconfirmed.
With the traffic held up as
police dealt with the scene,
including
interviewing

Otakeho church on the
move. Turn to page 10.

See us online at www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

witnesses, suddenly at
2.20pm there was a very
loud bang. A 2005 Ford
Courier utility travelling
south at the scene of the first
accident smashed into the
rear of a white 2005 Honda
Odyssey, which ended up
on the other side of the

road facing north. Both
cars were severely damaged
with debris scattered over
the road. Both cars looked
beyond repair – write offs.
The young male driver of
the utility admitted he had
been distracted. “I was
just looking at the truck
accident,” he commented.
By 2.40pm traffic, south
and north bound, was
completely (but briefly)
stopped for some time while

the fire brigade applied
foam to the fuel which had
spilt over the accident scene.
They also hosed down the
affected road area.
It would appear, thankfully
that there was no serious
injury to the occupants
of both cars, or the truck.
While the utility had just one
occupant the Ford Courier
had several passengers,
maybe a family.

LEFT: The firefighters
were kept busy. This is
the utility which smashed
into the rear of the white
Honda. It is leaking fluid
onto the road.
RIGHT: Luckily, this
ambulance was not needed
for the occupants of any of
the three vehicles.
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“Let’s create your business growth
strategy together”

A young lady spoke of her
uncle who returned but with
massive ongoing problems.
The other gentleman spoke
of his father and two uncles
that did return, one spending
years as a POW, the other
with a disabling injury and
the other who was in the
Merchant Navy ( how he
got there at the tender age
of 15 ? )
We appreciate the
organizers volunteering their
time but they must respect
the men and women that
gave their ‹all›.. that they did
so regardless of inclement
weather and conditions .
The dog showed his disgust
by lifting his leg and pi--ed
on the fence .
Phil, Opunake

Lest we Forget

Hawera - Opunake - Patea - 06 278 4169
Opunake Office hours:
Mon & Thurs: 9am-3pm, Wed: 10am-3pm

Send your your views to:
Letters to the Editor
23 Napier Street, Opunake.
Fax: (06) 761 7016
email: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
You are welcome to use a pseudonym but must
supply your name and address to us.

Letters to the
Editor

Your only local community accounting firm

Accounting for the future, today

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Well we think Opunake
forgot! A cenotaph with no
ﬂags or wreaths at the break
of day on the 25thApril is
inexcusable (post covid).
Even the march of a good
turnout of marchers stopped
short of the cenotaph.
Three lonely people and
a dog saw the dawn break
while the rest (sheep) enjoyed
the crowded warmth of the
town hall.
The three discussed the
history of their parents,
relations and friends who
went to both world wars
,Vietnam and Iraq .As one
gentleman recalled his
severely injured father say
his comrades that got killed
were perhaps the lucky ones.

Maori Wards

More Opunake &
Coastal News’ out

J.Norton’s letter when
challenged about ‘racism’ in
the latest issue was a good
one. No dramatic rhetoric- he
simply stated the facts about
living in a democracy.
And when those elected
to Councils or other civic
entities start ignoring majority
public opinion in deference to
a vocal minority, be it racial
or otherwise, democracy is on
a slippery slope.

We have printed more copies
of the Opunake & Coastal
News.
Copies of the paper are now
also available on stands at
the following places:
New Plymouth
The Challenge Spotswood
petrol station at Spotswood.
The Health Shop on the
ground ﬂoor at Centre
City.
Westside
Grille,Tukapa
Street, Westown.
Waitara
Outside the North Taranaki
Community House Trust,
67 McLean Street.
Stratford
Perera’s Paper Power,
234A Broadway, Stratford
Hawera
Outside First National on
the corner of Victoria and
High Streets, Hawera.
Papers are also available at
The
Sunshine
Dairy,
Hawera
Inglewood Book Centre,
31 Rata Street
The Normanby Dairy
Swetes Dairy, Manaia
Pastimes in Opunake
The Rahotu Pub
Farm Source, Pungarehu
Tim’s
Barbershop,
Moturoa
Okato Takeaways

John Leith
Oakura

The Old Apothecary
Under the crooked rusted drainpipe,
Where the water slowly drips,
The moss is a beautiful green.
The pipe is on the old Apothecary,
Now decades closed.
The front step, totara,
Ancient matai and rimu ﬂoors within.
Who has crossed that threshold?

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake

06 761 7016
See how our high readership rate
can work for you

Folks who wore black and now rest
On the edge of town,
Under white marble angels.
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The Opunake and Coastal News is
distributed free to every home and
business within the rural area
bounded in the north by the New
Plymouth city border, extending east
to Egmont Village, and around to the
edge of Stratford, south to the
Hawera city border and inland to
Kaponga and through Eltham.

The old yard, she gardens.
Ancient coloured bottles spring forth.
They sit on, they sit off
The stained glass window
The sun reﬂects coloured hues inside.
Out back, the old livery,
Sagging, still standing,
The aroma of split pine within.

Young men in smart uniform,
Who now lie in foreign ﬁelds.

The ﬁre gives warmth,
On windy winter’s nights.
The framed timbers creak,
They have a story
To tell.

Down the narrow alley,
A crumbling brick chimney,
Its purpose long forgotten.

The Apothecary stands
In a tiny
dying town.

Dig around it, old iron horseshoes,
Hear the ring of the anvil,
Once again.

Under the crooked rusted downpipe
Where the water slowly drips,
The moss is a beautiful green.

ADELPHOS

Registered ofﬁce: 23 Napier Street, PO Box 74, Opunake

The Old Apothecary is now an apartment,
A young lady resides within.

The English language has
some strange sayings: “Safe
as houses, A bun in the oven,
Bob’s your uncle and Raining
cats and dogs.” They’re just
four of thousands. Have you
ever heard the phrase ‘Acts
of God’? It’s not as common
as it used to be (like a lot of
sayings): sometimes we hear
it on the news. ‘Acts of God’
relate to events that happen
outside human control. They
include things like flash
ﬂoods, earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions. Our local maunga
(mountain) had its last major
volcanic eruption in 1854 and

‘Acts of God’
prior to that was estimated
to have erupted 160 times in
the last 36,000 years. So our
geography in Taranaki has
been shaped and formed by
‘Acts of God’.
Interestingly, the term ‘Acts
of God’ is recognised as a
legally accepted deﬁnition:
since the mid-19th century.
Business contracts often
include protections that let
them off the hook if they
are unable to fulfil their
obligations due to force
majeure (French for superior
force) protections. The most
common force majeure being

The next issue of
Opunake & Coastal
News is May 20. Call
us on 06 761 7016 to
be in it.
stna

‘Acts of God.’ In these
uncertain times of Covid-19,
companies affected by the
virus are understandably
looking to contract terms,
such as ‘Acts of God’ to
reduce their ﬁnancial losses.
The 2018 New Zealand
census found that 37%
of people identified as
Christian with almost half the
population (48.2%) having no
religion. That’s a big jump
from 2001 when 29.6% of the
population had no religion.
With roots deep in religious
texts dating back to the
thirteenth century, the term

MOVING?

Subscribe to the Opunake &
Coastal News and we’ll post you a
paper as soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

‘Acts of God’ has survived
into the present day. Perhaps
its survival has surpassed
knowledge of God’s real
acts. I mean the ones that
relate directly to people
or groups of people. God
has always striven to have
connection with people: to
be in relationship with them.
But it is clear from the stats
that people in New Zealand
are moving away from Him.
God never changes: He
is always ready to accept
us, love us, forgive us and
connect with us. Something
to think about when you look
at our beautiful Taranaki
scenery.
Adelphos
Correction
The donation from the Dog
Walk held recently by the
Opunake Lakeside Lions
is to be presented to James
Langton of BarbWire Boxing for purchase of equipment. Not Opunake Martial
Arts as stated in the article
in the April 20 issue of the
Opunake and Coastal News.
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Editorial

Removal of the cheque option ill-considered

Kiwibank announced its
decision on May 16, 2019 to
stop issuing and accepting
cheques from February
28, 2020. Since then many
banks and organisations have
jumped on the bandwagon
without reviewing the
implications for all members
of our society, especially
the elderly and those who
do not understand or own a
computer.
The late Jim Anderton, who
was the main mover of the
establishment of Kiwibank
– supposedly a bank owned
by New Zealanders for all
New Zealanders would have
been greatly saddened by
this move by the bank (along
with the various bandwagon
jumpers).
Is the cheque sidelining idea
orginal? Of course not, as a
nation we seem to carry out
some of the more undesirable
measures from overseas. The
UK tried to eliminate cheques
with October 31, 2018 as
the day of reckoning (ie no
more cheques). There was a
storm of opposition notably
by groups representing the
elderly as well as charities.
Andrew Bayly MP (for
Port Waikato) the Shadow
Treasurer and Spokesperson
for Intrastructure and Statistics
made representations to the
Finance and Expenditure
Committee in Parliament to
ensure cheques could still
be used when dealing with
Government agencies such
as IRD, ACC and Kiwibank.
He is not hopeful of a positive
response. “Unfortunately the
Government (through the
Select Committee) seems
likely to be committed to
‘killing off’ my proposed
inquiry into how we can
ensure the estimated one
million New Zealanders who
wish to remain financially
independent, but are unable
to use electronic means to
achieve this.”
Let’s take a look at the
implications:
Many elderly people do not
know how to use a computer.
As one survey revealed, in
the 66-75 age bracket about
14% have no internet access.
For New Zealanders older
than this the lack of internet
access almost triples! Older
people are more vulnerable
to scams and elder abuse if
they have to rely on younger
others to access their bank
account to make payments,
such as power or telephone.
In speaking to people in our
newspaper circulation area a
common comment was, “I’m
not affected too much, but I
feel sorry for the elderly.”

Here is a selection of typical
comments:
“I feel saddened for old
people who only use cheques
as that’s how they pay for
such things as telephone and
power.”
“An inevitability, but it is
banks dictating the terms.
Often cheques are the safest
way to transact.”
“How many elderly people
will be victims of elder abuse
as others will be drawing out
their money? With so many
banks closing it’s a double
whammy.”
With so many elderly
suffering from a limited
degree of dementia they can
get by if they only have to deal
with the very familiar, both
places and systems. Cheques
they are familiar with, but
some new complicated type
of payment will not only
cause great anxiety and
distress, but would likely be
beyond them. Do the banks
senior management personnel
care?
What about the rest of
society, as well as the elderly.
The 2018 Census showed
that 211,722 households did
not have access to Internet
(approximately 570,000
people).
Who exactly are these
people?
Some people can simply
not afford to buy a computer,
such as the unemployed and
people in subsidised housing.
A 2019 study showed that
only 69% of people living in
a house managed by Housing
NZ/Kainga Ora or social
housing had access to the
internet.
People with some forms
of disability will struggle
without cheques. For
example, people with
dyscalculia, which is deﬁned
as difficulty in learning or
comprehending arithmetic,
such as understanding
numbers, learning how
to manipulate numbers,
performing mathematic
calculations and learning
facts in mathematics.
Something similar can be
said for people with reading
difﬁculties, reportedly one in
ten New Zealanders.
Charities, such as Women’s
Refuge, are mostly supported
historically by cheques.
With so many scams doing
the rounds most people are
reluctant to reveal bank
details or credit card numbers
with good reason. It has been
estimated that charities stand
to lose 1.4 billion yearly in
New Zealand. The Order
of St John (Ambulance),
for example, received

Banks are binning our option to use cheques.
$6.4 million from 35,335
customers or donors by
cheque. Yet, appeals by
emails, by contrast, attract
only a 2% response.
Some family and business
enterprises require two
signatures on cheques for
payment of an account to be
authorised. Was this taken
into account or an alternative
system devised? The answer
is probably no.
What is needed is for the
Government to continue to
receive and issue cheques on
behalf of the organisations
they control including
ACC, Inland Revenue and
especially Kiwibank. The
stand taken by Andrew Bayly
MP is greatly admired.
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Opunake
place names
King Street
There is quite an option
for this street name. There
were two Kings, both of
whom played an important
part in the of the New Plymouth Settlement while their
children were to carry this
to the wider ﬁelds of the
Province and the Empire.
Captain Henry King (1
783 - 1874) was born at
Torquay and at the .age of
12 entered the Roya l Navy
as a midshipman. He fought
at the Battle of St Vincent
and distinguished himself i
n many boat actions. Later he served against the
Americans on the Potomac
and at the taking of Alexandria. At the peace, h e r e t i
red from active service and
many years later became
interested in the Plymouth
Company for the settlement
of Taranaki and on being
appointed chief Commissioner, he sailed for New
Plymouth in the Amelia
Thompson .

(06) 278
278 4786
(06)
4786

Rolland McKellar

Sinclair Electrical

are your heat pump specialists
Call today for exceptional service and a warmer home this winter!

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084
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New owner for 4U Computer Solutions

Computer
ﬁrm
4U
Computer Solutions has
a new owner in Liam
McCready O’Neil, as of last
week. Liam takes over from
Tobi Hipp, who has owned
the respected ﬁrm for the
last ten years. Although

Tobi intends to develop a
consulting business, he will
continue to work at the ﬁrm
at their headquarters at 365
Ketemarae Road, RD15,
Hawera 4675.
Liam is also Managing
Director of a Whanganui

Tobi Hipp (left) and Liam O’Neil, the new owner.

Simple But
Signiﬁcant

computer
ﬁrm
called
RapidWeb. He is, however,
at pains to explain that he is
not empire building, but the
new venture, “is a way to
build and grow” the service
he can provide between the
two fairly close geographical
sites, to the mutual beneﬁt of
clients in both places. “This
is not a destructive takeover.
It will be the same quality

service and sales. It will
still be local.”
The Taranaki ﬁrm had
been on the market since
last year and when Liam
met Tobi there was instant
personal rapport between
the two. The two men spoke
the same ethical language.
“I wasn’t prepared to sell
4U Computer Solutions to
just anyone. It had to be the

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

right person with the same
ethics and responsibility someone prepared to look
after my customers in an
ethical way,” explains Tobi.
He added, “Our customers
and the ﬁrm are like a big
family.”
Liam says he will “ﬂoat
between the two” locations,
but expects he will spend
more of his time here.
Liam comments that he is
unlikely to make big changes
in the short term, but will
continue the high standards
and breadth of options that
Tobi has established for both
commercial and residential
clients.
Some of these include
service and repairs, sales

contracts are also available
on optimal terms.
Tobi is happy to be
continuing at the ﬁrm and
pleased that they speak
the same ethical language.
“He joked, “We could be
twins.” He added, “I’ll be
there to support Liam.” This
continuity has to be a big
plus.
It’s early days, but Liam
is impressed with his new
venture. “It is friendly and
upbeat here,” he enthuses.
4U Computer Solutions is
easy to ﬁnd. It is just 3km
from Normanby as you head
west along Ketemarae Road
from the township. The ﬁrm
is well sign-posted at 365
Ketemarae Road, located

Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, professional
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery.



233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

The premises is well stocked with quality supplies.

www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Jon and Liam are at your service with friendly expertise.

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and
proud to be part of
your community

at competitive prices, the
removal of viral infections,
quality
hardware
and
software, such as Microsoft,
networking,
Broadband
installation,
telephone
systems
and
back-up
solutions.
Maintenance

NPDC sifting through the
Long Term Plan feedback
Thousands of people have
given feedback to the Mayor
and Councillors on New
Plymouth District Council’s
(NPDC’s) draft $3 billion
work programme for the
next 10 years which focuses
on Fixing the Plumbing,
Greening our Place and

ARE YOUR WINDOWS DRAUGHTY?
we fix windows and doors

Paying it Forward for our
kids.

Gathered from March 3 to
April 6, it consists of 4563
surveys from the general
public and in a first, 303
people gave their views
as part of a representative
sample which reﬂects the
District’s demographic
make-up.
New Plymouth District
Mayor Neil Holdom says

Ph 06 762 8023
Window handles, seals, hinges & stays • Security locks for windows & doors
Sliding and bi-fold door rollers, locks & handles • Retractable insect screens

Local family business servicing Coastal Taranaki

Call free anytime 0800 37 37 10

www.exceed.co.nz

Ian Crawford
Mob 0272 207 701
MASSEY FERGUSON

Councillors are hard at
work reading through all
the public insights to inform
their decision making.
“From Owae Marae to
Greypower New Plymouth
to supermarkets at Ōkato and
Urenui, we’ve taken our draft
$3billion work programme
to our residents via 30 public
events and hui, to see what
people think. Our listening
ears are on, we appreciate all
the feedback and are hard at

on a corner with Whenuku
Road. You can’t miss it.
Their phone number is 06
278 1224 or Liam’s mobile
027 8222 523.The website
is
www.talk2me.co.nz
Friendly expert service is
guaranteed.

work reading it, as we ponder
the big calls we’ll have to
make to keep our Sustainable
Lifestyle Capital on the right
track,” says Mayor Holdom.
Nearly 5000 pieces of
publicfeedback were
received.
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Vandalism at former IHC premises

The vacant IHC buildings at
King Street, Opunake, which
were termed i-catcher when
in use, have fallen victim to
vandalism. It is not so much
the main building which
has been targeted, but more
seriously some of the other
buildings on the property,
although the front fence is
partially broken and lying on
the ground, presumably by
vandals.
The building which is by
far, the most vandalised is
the large workshop to the
immediate north of the main
building. The culprits have
gained access by breaking a
rear window. Inside there are
countless smashed in areas of
the wall, as well as the sides
of a bench. Even the silverlined ceiling has not escaped
destructive attention, with a
number of holes; probably
a stick or similar has been

used to poke holes. The
scattering of drink bottles
and chippie packets and the
like tell its own story. People
have obviously been having
a smashing party – literally.
It has to be said, however,
that the property shows
signs of neglect although the
lawns have been mown. The
shrubs and trees have grown
up profusely, in contact
with the main building in
places. Such neglect and

5

Broken down fence at the front of the property.
profuse growth probably
encourages
vandalism
partly by allowing cover
for the vandals to carry out
their destructive intent.
LEFT: Apart from the
sides of the bench being
demolished there were
many places where a
jagged hole was made
presumably by a boot kick.

Taranaki back in ﬁrst spot in GDP

Taranaki is once again
ranked as having the highest
GDP per capita in Aotearoa,
according to ﬁgures from
Venture Taranaki.
In
2020,
Taranaki
contributed $9.5 billion
towards the national GDP of
$323 billion.
“The latest data also
indicates that Taranaki has
not suffered some of the
extremes that other regional
economies have experienced
as a result of COVID-19.
We are in a fortunate
position due to the strength
and resilience of our food
production industry, and also
because our visitor industry
is not as dependent on the
international traveller,” says
Venture Taranaki Chief
Executive Justine Gilliland.
Taranaki’s visitor spend
saw a decrease of only 1.8%
(year on year) on the back of
a strong showing in late 2020
and over the summer holiday
period, which leveraged
local events such as the
Taranaki Garden Festival,
TSB Festival of Lights and
concerts at the TSB Bowl
of Brooklands. These events
likely attracted out-of-town
friends, family, and other
visitors keen to experience
the region. Taranaki now
sits just behind Northland,
Gisborne and the Hawke’s
Bay in rankings on visitor
spend by region in terms of
growth.
“The visitor sector in
Taranaki is less exposed to
the international market, so
the hit to visitor spend here

NEWS

has been less than many of
our regional counterparts.
We have worked closely with
our visitor enterprises and
event organisers to showcase
our region and launch
an effective and targeted
domestic visitor attraction
campaign. While Taranaki
doesn’t traditionally rely on
international visitors, with
the opening of the TransTasman travel bubble, we
do expect to see the visitor
market gradually build
again,” says Justine.
Retail spend is rebounding
as Taranaki continues to
support local. Taranakiwide consumer spending
was higher than preCOVID levels from May
2020-January 2021, with
total retail spend within
Taranaki for the year ending
December 2020 reaching
$1,411,221,275.
“We have seen Taranaki’s
consumer spend continue
to grow. Our consistent
increased spending over the
last year has now nearly fully
closed the deﬁcit that was
created during lockdown,”
says Justine.
The
housing
market
in Taranaki, like many
other parts of the country,
is running hot, with the
median sold house price in
Taranaki topping $520,000,
an increase of 15.3% from
September
2020.
The
number of properties sold
around Taranaki in February
2021 increased 31.4% from
the same time last year.
“The value of houses in

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Proud to support Coastal families
06 759 0912
257 Devon St East, NP
vospers.co.nz

Taranaki increased across
the board. House prices
increased by 35.3% in
Stratford, 34.6% in South
Taranaki and 14.3% in New
Plymouth district,” explains
Justine.
The construction industry
is busy, with the total value
of all building consents
processed in Taranaki in
the 12 months ending July
2020 increasing by 1.25%
compared to the 12 months
ending February 2020.
“While there are strong
reasons
for
positivity,
beneath
the
surface,
COVID-19 has further
extended the inequality gap
for our lower socioeconomic
communities and families,”
continues Justine.
Unemployment is up to
6.3% in Taranaki for the
year ending December 2020,
higher than the national
average of 4.9% for year-end
December 2020. Plus, there
has been a 30% increase in
people receiving Jobseeker
support, with 5,154 people
in February 2021, compared
to 3,966 people in February
2020.
“The regional job market
is proving a mixed bag with
job seeker registrations
remaining at heightened
levels and unemployment
being one of the highest
in the country, yet at the
same time we’re seeing
increases in employment
and skill shortages in

LOOKING FOR A
REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONAL
YOU CAN TRUST?

certain industries such as
construction.”
Call Viv Scott today for help
“We’re also seeing an
with buying, selling - or
increase in new enterprises
being registered, with 948
for a friendly, confidential
ipsum
new businesses registered Lorem
in
chat to discuss your options.
Taranaki throughout 2020.
This is 100 more than what
was registered in 2019,”
explains Justine.
Viv Scott
“Beyond COVID-19 there
M 027 441 4596
E viv.scott@eieio.co.nz
are important broader policy
and economic challenges
that we need to be conscious
of, such as our shift towards
a low-emissions future, and
Our next issue is due out May 20.
the Government’s response
to the ﬁnal advice due
Phone us on 06 761 7016 if you want
from the Climate Change
be in it
Commission in May 2021,”
says Justine.

to

L OPUNAKE LAWYERS
Thomson
O’Neil
&
Co.
A
Our Opunake Office is attended by:
England on Wednesday & Fridays
W Robert
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
Trusts, Wills and Estates.
Y Mark Utting on Thursdays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses;
E Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.
R FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 761 8823
S
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OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

Get your chimneys checked

Haberdashery, quilting
materials and supplies.
Wool,patterns and needles.
Embroidery and cotton.
Open:
10am-4pm Mon-Friday
10am-12pm Saturday

Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

HAPPY
MOTHERS
DAY
Nice gifts and cards available
for your special Mum.
We're open from 9am till 1.00pm
Monday to Saturday.

Pastimes

87 Tasman St, Opunake • Ph (06) 761-8151

With the weather cooling down now it’s time to get your chimneys checked or cleaned. Bird
nests or built up soot from last year’s ﬁres can ignite inside the chimney.
Our new gas detector has arrived. We can use it to make sure the air is safe to breathe. Air is
very toxic after a house ﬁre. There may be no smoke visible as such, but to re-enter a house
once the ﬁre is out can be very dangerous to your lungs.
Although our open night was a great success we are still looking for new members. If you think
this could be you feel free to come along to one of our training nights on Mondays at 7pm.
Till next time stay warm and safe
Craig Dingle
CFO Opunake

He was an absolute trooper

In paying tribute to William
Arthur ‘Bill’ Rumney, a
long-serving member of
the Hawera Volunteer Fire
Brigade, Chief Fire Ofﬁcer
(CFO) Mike Fairweather
said he was, “An absolute
trooper.”
When Bill Rumney passed
away, aged 86, on April 29,
2020, the Covid restrictions
prevented his relatives,
friends and colleagues from
holding a service to honour
him as they would have
wished.
Therefore, the Hawera
Volunteer Fire Brigade
organised this Memorial
service at the Hawera Lawn
Cemetery beside Bill’s burial
site, with support from his
family on Saturday May 1
(11am). Chester Borrows, an
Archdeacon in the Anglican
Church, conducted a moving
Christian service. People
will recall Chester as an
outstanding parliamentarian
of recent memory.
Bill Rumney, by all
accounts, a remarkable man,
was married to Shirley for
over 60 years. Unfortunately,
due to illness Shirley, was not
able to attend. However, her
sister Heather Engelen was at
the service, as well as other
members of his family.
A number of people gave
eulogies, including three from
the various organisations Bill
served (often as Secretary),
namely Graeme Kempton
(Past President) of the South
Taranaki RSA and Martin
Berry President of the
Normanby & Districts Lions,
as well as Mike Fairweather
CFO of the Hawera Fire
Brigade..
What was crystal clear was
that Bill’s motto must have
been Res Non Verba (Action
not Words). When his
colleagues in organisations
sought to arrange things

The grave of Bill Rumney
at Hawera Lawn Cemetery.
they’d discover that Bill
had already dealt effectively
with it.
Bill was awarded many
honours, such as the Honorary
Life Membership (2012) of
the Gold Star Association
after 25 years’ service to the
ﬁre service. Another award
was the Lloyd Morgan Lions
Clubs Character Trust Life
Membership (2012).
Chester opened and closed
with a prayer. In a brief
sermon, he mentioned the
New Testament parable of
the sons of an important man
who were given ‘talents’;
one merely buried his (did
nothing constructive with it).
Bill, however, by contrast,
has used his talents to help
others as he did all his life.
Bill’s son Tony spoke of a
dedicated family man who has
achieved a lot, was proud of
any recognition he received,
but was humble with it. Tony
said he’d expected a small
turnout of people, but was
overwhelmed by the large
number who came to pay
their respects. Tony quipped
that “Dad will be looking
down from above, proud but
also a bit embarrassed.”
Later, Bill’s daughter Linda
Moore (nee Rumney) read
a poem that summed up the
love and respect she had for

Gas detector.

her father. Two of Bill’s
granddaughters, Bryony
and Paganne, also read
poems with a similar
message. All three poems
were poignantly original.
Everyone was invited to
the Hawera Fire Station for
a most impressive morning
tea, thus concluding an
impeccably organised event
to honour Bill Rumney, a
special man.

Bill Rumney.

We had a chainsaw
donated to the brigade by
Symes Outdoor and Sport
in Opunake. So we rafﬂed
it off to raise money to
purchase helmet torches

and the winner was Stu
Symes. This was drawn
by Bryce of the Opunake
police.
Shane Taylor
Chief Fire Ofﬁcer

Chainsaw donation
for Manaia Brigade

Manaia CFO Shane Taylor with Stu Symes.

*New homes
*Bridges
*Alterations
*Pre-cast silage pits
*Rotary cowsheds
*Hay barns & implement sheds
*Herringbone dairy sheds*Concrete races
*Repair work
*Concrete driveways
We are a licensed building practitioner and Master Builders member.
Experienced in the design and consent process.
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National award for diabetes support group

The Opunake Lakeside
Lions Club started a
support group for people
with Diabetes, for family/
friends who support whanau
on their Diabetes journey
and
for
pre-Diabetics.
Daphne
Sinclair-Holley
and Rosemarie KnapmanSmith organise the monthly
meetings where the group
are served by members of
the Lakeside Lions Club,
with a cup of tea or coffee
and ‘food for diabetics’ that
is easy to prepare.
There are only two such
groups in Taranaki, one in
Stratford and now here in
Opunake. Diabetes is one
of the fastest increasing
health issues of our times
throughout the world. Our
aim is to provide support,
education, knowledge and to
assist people with managing
their or their loved ones,
Diabetes condition.
In November 2020 we
began our monthly meetings
that are held on the third
Friday of each month at
10.00am in the CoastalCare
community rooms. We

Lakeside Lions president Diane Forsyth with the national
award certiﬁcate.
prepare a different diabetic
recipe each month; one

sweet, one savoury, with a
printed copy of the recipe

for the members. Presenting
healthy recipes is one of
our many goals. The group
are keen to listen or chat
about their experiences,
thus helping and supporting
others in the group. Another
goal they have requested
is to learn more about the
Diabetes course of action,
especially on prevention
and/or what is available for
treatment.
Help comes from Matire
Ropiha, the Community
Diabetes Educator with the
Taranaki DHB. Although
not a nurse Matire is very
experienced at managing
Diabetes, reading food labels,
understanding carbohydrate,
low Glycaemic Index foods,
Insulin and lots of other
useful information. Matire
supports
our
Opunake
group extremely well and
can always be called upon
for advice and to share her
knowledge.
On occasion we have
enjoyed members of the
Stratford group coming over
to join us and discuss their
plans and happenings.

Bird shooting season is
bad news for all birds
The bird shooting season,
which began on Saturday
1 May means countless
birds, including natives like
pūkeko, kakīānau (black
swan), pūtangitangi (paradise shelduck), pārera (grey
duck) and kuruwhengi (Australasian shoveler duck),
will be killed.
Australia has already banned
duck shooting in three states.
SAFE Campaigns Manager Jessica Chambers says
Aotearoa needs to follow
suit.
“We hold native birds dear
to our heart,” said Chambers. “Yet we allow these
animals to be the target of
ruthless killing every bird
shooting season.”

“The rest of the year, we
love to take our children
to feed the beautiful swans
and ducks at the local pond.
From tomorrow, these same
birds will become targets for
shooters.”
Overseas studies indicate
wounding rates from duck
shooting could be between
about 10 percent and 30 percent.
“Imagine taking your children to the pond to feed the
ducks and ﬁnding maimed
birds, slowly dying.”
“If the Government is serious about upholding our
reputation for high standards
of animal welfare, then duck
shooting should be banned.”

FORKLIFTS

This Opunake Lakeside
Lions
Group
Diabetes
project had been entered
into the Global Service
Team Award for the Lions
202D District, which covers
Levin to Urenui to Ruapehu.
We won the Waverley
Award. The project was
then forwarded to the Lions
National Award competition
for the Multiple District
Lions area, which covers
New Zealand and the Paciﬁc
Islands. We were again
successful winning the Top
Service Award for Diabetes.
Our group is very keen
to have more people join
us each month. Just arrive
at 10am as there are no
bookings or costs. We want
to hear your story, your
concerns, your triumphs,
and your Diabetes journey.
It is beneﬁcial for everyone
present to hear, compare,
question and share, so please
feel free to come along and
expect to have good food,

NEWS

7

good company and a few
laughs as you learn.
Daphne and Rosemarie

ALUMINIUM
JOINERY

• Windows
• Bi-Folds
• Sliding Doors
• Entrance Doors
• Conservatories
• Garage Doors
• Inserts/Retro Fitting

Call today for a free
measure and quote
IN YOUR AREA
EVERY WEEK.

Ph: (06) 758 8073

Fax (06) 758 4157
Email: sales@rylocknp.co.nz
Web: www.rylock.co.nz

Phone 06 761 8999—027 256 8083

Opunake’s Biggest Range of Tyres

Come in and see us for a quote. We also stock a
big range of batteries & automotive accessories.

38 Ihaia Road, Opunake
One of the birds in danger of being shot.

We look
forward to your
contributions for
our next issue
(May 20)

CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL
SERVICE
PARTS
NEW & USED SALES
AGENTS FOR NILFISK FLOORCARE PRODUCTS
31 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth
Shaun McKay - Sales Specialist

Email: accounts@agrimec.co.nz
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Helping families keep warm this winter

Around a million New
Zealanders will be warmer
thanks to the Winter Energy
Payment which resumed
on Saturday 1 May. The
Government
introduced
this payment as part of our
Families Package, to help
seniors and families with the
cost of heating during the
colder months. It’s simply
about being able to run the
heater when you need to.
Too many New Zealanders

MP

STEPH LEWIS
FOR WHANGANUI

From Design to Completion
S i g n M a k i n g Ve h i c l e G r a p h i c s
T- S h i r t s
L o g o D es i g n
B u s i n ess C a r d s
Building Signage

www.zodiacsigns.co.nz

06 278 6224

W.O.F. • Mechanical Services • Engine Services
General Repairs •
Dashboard warnings
Diagnostics • New
Tyres
• Punctures
Batteries
• Horse Truc • Floats • 2 +
4 Wheelers • Trac
tors • Trucks • Contracting
Equipments • Farm Equipment • Law Mowers •
Trailers • Tow bars + Bull bars • Engineering • Heavy
machinery • Fabrication + repairs • Cowshed repairs
Pipework • Mobile welder • W.O.F. • Mechanical
Services • Engine Services • General Repairs •
Dashboard warnings Diagnostics • New Tyres
•
Punctures •AUTOMOTIVE
Batteries • Horse
Trucks • Floats • 2 +
+ ENGINEERING
4
Wheelers • Tractors • Trucks • Contracting
1759
• TATARAIMAKA
Equipments
• South
Farm Road
Equipment
• Lawn Mowers
027
4416
330
•
752
4933
•
www.thegaragejsme.co.nz
• Trailers • Tow bars + Bull bars • Engineering

• Heavy

machinery • Fabrication

+

repairs •

are hospitalised because
of cold, damp homes. The
Winter Energy Payment
sits alongside our Warmer
Kiwi Homes insulation
programme, as well as new
Healthy Homes Standards
requiring the insulation of
rental properties – all part
of our plan to ensure every
Kiwi home is warm and
dry, and to ultimately keep
people well.
We’ve had many people here
in the Taranaki Region tell us
what a difference the Winter
Energy Payment makes,
grateful for the support with
their power bills.
Our Government is
committed to boosting the
incomes of Kiwi families,
so everyone can afford
the basics. To increase
household incomes, the
Government has rolled
out the Families Package,
including the Winter Energy
Payment and Best Start.
We’ve also steadily lifted
the minimum wage, invested

MP

GLENN BENNETT
FOR NEW PLYMOUTH

heavily in employment
support, made targeted
training and apprenticeships
free, indexed main beneﬁts
to wage growth so families
aren’t left behind, lifted
abatement thresholds for
working people on beneﬁts
so they can keep more
of what they earn, and
increased main beneﬁts by
$25 per week.
Cumulatively, our Families
Package and main beneﬁt
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changes to date mean that
around 111,000 families
with children are now on
average $118 a week better
off – and that ﬁgure rises
to $150 per week with the
Winter Energy Payment.
To help with the cost of
living, the Government
is boosting the supply of
housing. We’re on track to
deliver more than 18,000
extra public and transitional
housing places by 2024, with
the goal of making housing
more affordable.
We’ve eased the ﬁnancial
pressure on families by
funding the removal of
school donations and NCEA
fees, making doctors’ visits
cheaper for nearly 600,000
New Zealanders, and putting
fuel and power companies
under the microscope.
Plus we’re expanding our
healthy school lunches
programme. By the year’s
end, nearly 1,000 primary
and secondary schools, and

more than 215,000 (or a
quarter of all) students, will
receive free lunches. This
not only helps ensure our
kids have the energy to learn,
but is creating thousands of
jobs in communities across
the country.
New Zealanders have shown
extraordinary resilience and
compassion over the past
year, and the Government
is doing all it can to support
Kiwi families through these
uncertain times.
The Winter Energy Payment
will provide some relief over
the colder months. But we
know there is more to do
to lift the incomes of hardworking New Zealanders.
We are proud to be part of a
government that’s stepping
up to tackle long-term
challenges like this one.
Glen Bennett MP
Plymouth
Steph Lewis MP
Plymouth

New
New

Is this a healthier option?

IF you’re anything like
me, you maybe reeling
with the number of major
announcements being made
by the Government with no
detail behind them.
The biggest of them was a
total change to our health
system on April 21.
While many may applaud

the decision to create one
health entity which will
come in three parts — Health
NZ (to replace the DHBs), a
Maori health authority and
public health authority —
the proclamation lacked how
it’s going to work.
Labour says their decision
has been made due to treaty
obligations. Yet what the
Government has announced
is very different to what
was recommended by the
NZ Health and Disability
Review.
The extent of it caught
everyone in the health sector
on the hop — from local
GPs to the DHBs. While
the report promoted eight
DHBs, the move to totally
dump them wasn’t expected.
Immediately there were
questions — the biggest
being … what will it cost?
Among the many I have,
what does it mean for
health services in our rural
communities?
Access is already hard for
rural communities.
Wait times for doctors can be
up to two weeks or more, if
non-urgent, as local GPs and
medical centres are under
huge pressure. Add to this,
the huge shortage of rural
GPs nationwide with no
long-term ﬁx on the horizon.
Many of our rural folk
with health issues needing

BARBARA KURIGER
MP FOR TARANAKI-KING
COUNTRY
specialist services cannot
get to urban providers
for several reasons — no
car, no driver’s licence,
no public transport, work
commitments and the hours
of time needed to do so, the
cost of fuel to get there and
back.
Meanwhile,
diagnosing
serious or terminal illnesses
is delayed, especially when
people are already arriving
at their GPs with ‘acute’
symptoms in the ﬁrst place.
On April 30 I attended
a national Rural Health
conference
hosted
at
Wairakei.
The health professionals who
work in rural communities
gathered to discuss methods
of delivery and support
needed.
There are some really good
models out there that can
be replicated across the
country, keeping the tools in

rural community hands and
working in networks based
on locality.
I continue to admire the
services of Mobile Health
and the many organisations
who work hard to service
rural areas.
Any new system design
needs to have input from
the very people who do the
work.
The Ministry of Health has
been restructured ﬁve times
in 10 years, the last in 2018.
How many times do we
need to change the name,
letterhead and car signage,
restructure staff or make
them redundant?
As our health spokesperson,
Dr Shane Reti, said “New
Zealand’s rural communities
face
unique
health
challenges, but Labour
has failed to put forward
how its health restructure
will beneﬁt our small rural
communities and their GPs.
“In any major merger or
centralisation it’s the small
communities who lose
their voice and, it’s widely
known that already, our rural
communities are losing out.”
And that is unacceptable.
Barbara
Kuriger
MP
Taranaki-King Country
Authorised by G Hamilton,
41 Pipitea St, Wellington.

INDEPENDENTLY & LOCALLY OWNED

STOCK FEEDS + AG CHEM + DIY

178 Bridge St
Ph: 06 764 7003
farmsupplies@elthamtimber.co.nz

GARDENING, CLOTHING
& FOOTWEAR
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Employment boost for
rural communities

The
Government
is
continuing
to
create
opportunities
for
atrisk rangatahi overcome
barriers to employment,
education
or
training
with the next tranche of
He Poutama Rangatahi
programmes says Minister
for Social Development
and Employment Carmel
Sepuloni..
“We’re
focused
on
supporting rangatahi to get
what they need to progress in
the real world, which is why
we’ve announced funding
for four programmes that
aim to support rangatahi
with driver license and
work experience, digital
skills and support with
documentations
for
employment.

“He Poutama Rangatahi is a
successful and worthwhile
initiative. For example,
if you don’t have a driver
license, qualiﬁcations or
practical work skills, it is
very difﬁcult to tackle these
challenges alone which is
why this investment boost
in these rural communities is
important.
“I expect over 160 rangatahi
and their whānau to beneﬁt
from participating in these
programmes.
The
four
employment and skills
programmes are Te Ara
Poutama in Tairāwhiti/
Gisborne, the School of Hard
Knocks in the Bay of Plenty
and Life Talk and Mauri
Mahi, Mauri Ora, both in Tai
Tokerau/Northland.
“Three of the programmes -
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Te Ara Poutama, School of
Hard Knocks and Life Talk –
are already established with
successful track records. Just
as important is the ongoing
pastoral care all four of these
programmes are providing
to help rangatahi keep to the
path they’ve worked so hard
to forge.
“It is exciting to see the
success stories coming
through from these trusts
which have previously
run programmes with He
Poutama Rangatahi funding.
“On average, over 80 percent
of graduates from these
three programmes have
gone on to enrol in further
education or training or got
jobs. Providing additional
funding for programmes
like these with proven track

records means more positive
outcomes for participating
rangatahi.”
“These results show that
tailoring programmes to
the needs of young people
and their region is not only
helping them overcome
challenges, but is paying
dividends
in
getting
them
into
sustainable
employment, education or
training.
“The vast majority of
rangatahi complete these
programmes so they can
move forward in their lives
better equipped to choose
career and life pathways
that will not only better
their own futures, but the
future of their whānau and
their communities.” Carmel
Sepuloni said.

It’s not too late to book your
SHED MAINTENANCE
for winter
Have you got yours booked?
Call today or Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz
WAREA

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

33 High Street,
HAWERA - Ph: 06 278 5518
209 Coronation Ave,
NEW PLYMOUTH - Ph: 06 759 9975

Birthday celebrations for Mangatoki WI
On April 14, 38 members,
ex-members now living in
New Plymouth and a number
of invited WI members from
other local WIs, met at the
Mangatoki Church, Pioneer
Village, Stratford, for a
service to celebrate 90 years
of the Mangatoki WI, what
was then CWI. We were
welcomed by our president
Robyn Roberts. We sang
“Comrades and Friends”
and said the Aspirations.
The reading was read by
secretary Helen Whyte
followed by Reﬂections
by Jenny Clarke and The
Prayers were read by
Elizabeth Davies both past
members of our WI. We then
had the Benediction. The
organ was played by Bev
Marx, a current member.
Much catching up was done
before we all walked to the
Shakee Pear Cafe for our
90th Birthday Luncheon.
Our
president
Robyn
Roberts was in charge of the
programme, and apologies
were received. Cathy White,
our treasurer, said the
grace before the lunch and
then the lunch was ready,
smorgasbord style. Later
on we had the cake cutting
by Lucy Moger and Phyllis
Malcolm, STFWI President,

Helping Farmers
Boost Production
WALCO SPREADERS

Fieldays Special Now
Contact South Taranaki:

Raymond - 027 444 8861
North Taranaki:

Paul - 027 498 7277
Cutting the cake are Lucy Moger and Phyllis Malcolm.
followed by dessert and later
tea or coffee and birthday
cake which was made,
iced and decorated by Bev
Marx. After this we had fun
and fellowship and more
catching up, and we had time
to look at Old Minute Books
and Photo Albums.
In all a great day, great food
and a great company. Our

thanks go to all those who
organised the very enjoyable
day. We also had a sales
table, 100% of the money
raised went to Hospice
Taranaki.
On April 25, seven members
attended
the
Kaponga
ANZAC Service at the
Kaponga Memorial Hall.
Our WI wreath was made
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by Bev Marx and laid at the
memorial by our President
Robyn Roberts.
Lucy Moger
Mangatoki W.I. Reporter

We have moved to 50 Union Street
(former Noel Leemings Building)

HAWERA KITCHENS.
THE KITCHEN BROTHERS.
Contact Klint or Lance
50 Union St | 06 278 7044
info@hawerakitchens.co.nz
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A new chapter for Otakeho church

After 128 years in the same
place the ﬁrst church on the
Waimate Plains has moved.
Last week the Church of St
John the Divine was shifted
from Otakeho to its new
home on Mark Stevenson’s
Pihama farm.
The church, which had
been designed by Frederick
de Jersey Clere who
designed over 100 churches
in the lower North Island,
was opened on Easter Day
1893 and consecrated the
following year. Located on

Highway 45, across the road
from the Otakeho School,
it was a familiar Otakeho
landmark for over a century.
It inspired poet Sam Hunt
who saw two horses in a
nearby paddock to write a
poem about it.
In 2017 St John’s was
deconsecrated and later
put up for tender. Among
those bidding was Mark
Stevenson, who recalls
having visited the church
with his wife Trish in 2000
when it was open for the


  



  

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies &
Custom Joinery Solutions
Donald & Ian Murray
06 764 8616

027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com
www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

The Church of St John the Divine at its new home in Pihama.
Taranaki
Rhododendron local historian, so Mark was that the families and
looking for somewhere to use congregation of St John’s
Festival.
“It
looked
absolutely as a museum to store some of have allowed us to keep the
beautiful and we walked out the things he had collected. chattels and memorabilia
of there thinking wouldn’t it The church vestry he thought in the church while still
be cool to have something would be ideal. It could also maintaining their ownership
like this at our home?” he be used by others wanting to themselves,” says Mark.
says. “We had looked at display memorabilia of their He wants the church to be
other churches but nothing own, while still retaining available for the public to
use.
even came close to this one. ownership of these items.
“I feel very strongly that
Mark and Trish want to
There’s the ornate timber
work inside and the stained restore the church to its the community should get
glass windows are absolutely former glory, which will enjoyment out of this,” he
amazing. When we heard the include putting on a new says.
This
could
include
Otakeho Church had been roof, cleaning and restaining
community groups using
deconsecrated, we made the natural timber.
“Inside it’s all heart rimu the church for fundraising
some inquiries and found it
was going to be sold, hence and it’s in very good order,” purposes.
“The families of St John’s
we participated in the tender says Mark.
The church comes complete are welcome to use it for
process for the church.”
Mark says that to this day with the various items given whatever they require in the
he doesn’t know whether to the church over the years years to come,” he says.
The church’s new home
their bid had been the by families with names
highest one, but believes it synonymous with the history is in a setting reminiscent
was accepted because the of Otakeho, like the Youngs, of a country village. It is
proposal they made had the Le Flemings and the in the open, clearly visible
struck a chord. His late father Hasties. These items include from the Surf Highway
Ian had been a well-known the organ which the Le and overlooking Pihama
Fleming family had shipped Lavender and the Punehu
out to New Zealand in 1917. Stream. Mark says in the
The gate leading to the short time it has been there
church which was donated by he has already noticed
the Hastie family to St John’s passing motorists stopping
has followed the church to its to have a look.
He says he feels privileged
new home at Pihama.
“We’ve been very fortunate to have a church like this on

BRANDERSON HOMES LTD

Dr. Lisa Connelly
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Complete Skin Health
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a place which has special
signiﬁcance for his family.
“My
great
great
grandparents bought this
property on July 24, 1886,
and my grandchildren are
the sixth generation to live in
Pihama, so this site is special
for the Stevenson family.”
Mark says shifting the
church was the right thing
to do.
“We couldn’t have left the
church there, as it would
have deteriorated. When our
schools closed, they totally
deteriorated and became real
eyesores. We wouldn’t want
to see the church end up like
that. Now generations to
come will enjoy it.”
Having bought the church,
Mark found that getting it
shifted to Pihama would take
time.
“It’s been three years
since we purchased it. We
didn’t realise what would
be involved around the
Resource Management Act
to get the consent to shift
it. We found it a very very
frustrating journey. “
He said Louise McLay of
Landpro “did an outstanding
job for us in taking us
through the mineﬁeld of
the Resource Management
Act.” The Otakeho and
Pihama communities and
the Anglican Church and
local business people had
been very supportive. There
was only one submission
opposed to what they
wanted to do, but this had
meant more time and money
used up than they otherwise
would have wanted said
Mark.
Last week they were ﬁnally
able to get the team from
Central House Movers in
to shift the church from
Surf Highway Otakeho, via
a circuitous cross country
route across local farms to its
new home at Surf Highway
Pihama.
When the church was
deconsecrated on November
26,
2017,
Archbishop
Philip Richardson said that
whatever the future held he
hoped the building could still
be used to beneﬁt the whole
community. These words
now look to be coming to
pass.
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Day out a trip back in time for some

The
clifftop
garden
is beautiful, said Fay
Monaghan.
She was among a small
bus load of people from Jean
Sandel Retirement village in
New Plymouth who visited
Opunake recently.
The visit was also
something of a trip back in
time for one of the group.
Joe Davison who was
born in Stratford, moved
to Opunake following the
death of his father when he
just a year old.
He left Opunake aged
around 20 and went to
Wellington to join the
Merchant Navy.
“My sister Jean married
Arthur Dobbin,” commented
Joe.
Joe had many memories
of growing up in Opunake

he “nearly killed myself in
the Waiaua River”.
Joe relates “A couple of
hundred yards up from the
road bridge there was a
little headland with a lovely
pool.” Diving into it Joe
“just missed a ridge. It was a
near accident. It could have
been the end of me. I laugh
now but it wasn’t funny at
the time.”
EJ Wallis whose name
is on the building above
where Karams Clothes on

the Coast are now, “was my
uncle Ted”, says Joe.
Joe noted that the beach had
changed and that there was a
“slow natural accumulation
of sand on Opunake Beach”.
He advised to control it they
should remove it with a
digger.
Joe went on to build his
own 33 foot yacht and sailed
around the world for 7 years
“more or less solo”.
Over the years he built at
least ﬁve yachts he says.

INGLEWOOD TIMBER PROCESSORS LTD.
Fay Monaghan (right) and from left Joe Davison, Colleen Briscoe, Lorraine Agate and
Lorraine Jessop.
in the 1930s and 40s. He
recalls going to the pictures

at Everybodys Theatre and
Boss Whiting who ran the

theatre.
He also remembers the time

Gardening with
Palmers Gardening
Centre

Delightful Daphne

Daphne’s scent heralds
entrances, pathways and
gardens alike in the depths
of winter.
Planting
Daphne prefers soils high
in organic matter and absent
of lime. Find a shady spot
with moist, well-drained
soil. Plant close to your front
door or somewhere where
you spend time and can
enjoy the scent.
When planting, don’t
disturb the roots and mulch
with leaf mould or bark.
Don’t plant around the base
and keep free from weeds
as they don’t like root
competition.
Maintaining
Feed
after
ﬂowering,
and again in Autumn. For
Daphne in a container, use a
slow-release fertiliser that is
formulated for pots.
Pruning
isn’t
usually
necessary and picking the
ﬂowers can help keep the
growth compact.
Pests and Diseases
Scale insects and aphids
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41 Cutfield Street, Inglewood.
Contact Mark on (06)756 8803 or
itpltd@xtra.co.nz

All our wood products are
untreated and kiln dried. This
means our baled shavings are
ideal for use with animals, or
where a clean, pure product is
essential.
Dimensions: 1200x700x700
Weight: 120kg per bail (approx.)
$65.00 each + delivery.
Early orders essential over
winter.

Daphne odora ‘Leucanthe
Alba’ (White)
Daphne ‘Perfume Princess’
this is the earliest and longest
ﬂowering with profusion of
large blush pink perfumed
ﬂowers.
Daphne
‘Eternal
Fragrance,’
a
repeat
ﬂowering variety. That
ﬂowers in late winter,
early summer and again in
autumn.

Don’t be shy!
ARE YOU RECENTLY

Married?

We would love to share
your special day with our
readers! Send in your photo
and details of how you met etc,
to: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Getting Married?
Who to choose to help make your day truly special?

Daphne Perfume Princess.
can cause the appearance
of sooty mould. Treat the
insect pest with a spray such
as Enspray 99 spraying oil
and the sooty mould will
disappear.
Yellow leaves are another
common issue. The most
probable cause is moisture
levels,
yellow
leaves
can be an indication of
overwatering. A lack of
water may result in a dry

root ball and a stressed plant.
Picking Flowers
Pick early in the morning
when the ﬂowers have more
moisture in them and they
will last for up to two weeks
in a vase.
Varieties
Mid winter is ﬂowering
time for the most widely
available varieties
Daphne
odora
‘Leucanthe’,(Pink)
and

In an upcoming issue we are putting together a wedding feature to showcase
some of the services, venues and options available locally to consider when
planning the amazing day.
Celebrants, Florists, Jewellers, Caterers , Wedding planners, Photographers/Videographers,
Cake creators, Event venues, Wedding dresses, Suit Hire, Transport, Accommodation,
Equipment hire, etc
If you would like to advertise your business in Our Wedding Special please email:
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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Unveiling at Cape Egmont Boat Club
Women’s
contribution
during
wartime
often
seemed to be unrecognised
said Denise Wood from the
Merchant Navy who was
among the guest speakers at
the unveiling of a memorial
at the Cape Egmont Boat
Club to those who served
in past wars. A large crowd
attended
and
included
New Plymouth Member of
Parliament Glen Bennett,
and local body politician
Harry Duynhoven.
“New Zealand women
were a key force in keeping
the war effort going,” she
said adding they maintained
farms, worked in factories,
were mechanics, and clerical
workers and generally kept
the economy going. “We
must bring their stories and
work into the spotlight.”
Some also travelled to
the front, she said adding

that 626 nurses were
enlisted and served close
to the battlefront. They too
witnessed horrors we can
only imagine “seeing men
die and being ordered to let
the men die and focus on the
ones that might survive.”
But it wasn’t all about blood
and carnage, there were love
stories on the battleﬁeld.”
She also spoke of the
camaraderie and bravery of
such women.
Among the speeches that
followed was one by Andrew
Brown, Commander of
the New Zealand Defence
Force.
Originally from Hawera
and a sailor who had spent
40 years in the military he
mentioned that his late wife
who was “born and bred in
Stratford” was one of the
ﬁrst women to serve in the
navy.

BREWER’S
UPHOLSTERY

LOUNGE SUITES, ANTIQUES, OFFICE FURNITURE,
DINING CHAIRS, FRAME REPAIRS, GENERAL
UPHOLSTERY, PVC WELDING REPAIRS

STEPHEN

105 MANAWAPOU RD, HAWERA
Ph 06 278 4337 or 027 4491 437


Glenn Rogers
Dip. F.D Dip. Emb.

HERE FOR YOU WHEN
YOU NEED US MOST
06 764 7475
164 High Street, Eltham

Hairdressers and Barbers

OPENING HOURS:
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9am to 4pm
Thurs 9am to Late (Sat by appointment)
Book on line via facebook.com/Stylz164
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The unveiling at the Cape Egmont Boat Club.
He also paid tribute to the
services of women over the
years either in the services or
as support “for what we do.”
He referred to his late
wife’s uncle who farmed
in Inglewood and went off

to the First World War and
never came back. He is
buried in the north of France.
Graham Chard, President
of the New Plymouth and
District RSA and president
of the Okato RSA also spoke

and said “It does my heart
good to see the people who
come out.”
After a blessing, the Last
Post and the laying of
wreathes, the new plaque
with ﬂagpole alongside

Remembering those who served

Among those at the
unveiling at the Cape
Egmont Boat Club was
Graham Baker whose three
great uncles served in
the First World War, one
of whom perished in the
Somme. “They never found
him,” said Graham.
Anton and his two Brothers
James and William went
off to ﬁght the war from
their farming jobs in East
Taranaki, says their great
nephew.”Their father was
a German and their mother
Polish, although at that
time Poland didn’t exist as
an independent state.” He
adds that when World War I
started, Polish territory was
split during the partitions
between Austria-Hungary,
the German Empire and the
Empire. In the aftermath
of the war, following the
collapse of the Russian,
German
and
AustroHungarian Empires, Poland
became an independent
republic. “So, in effect these
men were of German decent
sent off to ﬁght Germans.
These men were able to ﬁght
for NZ as they lied about
their parentage by stating
they were of Scottish decent
when applying to join the
NZ Army.” Anton Harmell
was killed in the Battle of
the Somme in 1916. His
body was never found and
he is commemorated in a
Memorial at Caterpillar
Valley in France along with
1200 ofﬁcers and men of the
The next issue of the
Opunake & Coastal
News is on May 20

was unveiled. Shortly after,
the Air Force ﬂew directly
overhead contributing to the
sense of occasion returning
a number of times to the
delight of the large crowd
gathered.

L/cpl John Stanley Roberts
NZ Army. Graham added
that he had also managed to
obtain replica medals and his
Bronze Plaque (dead man’s
penny) and the scroll sent
to his parents upon his great
uncle’s death.
Greg Roberts was also
wearing medals in honour
of his grandfather who also
served in the Great War.
L/cpl
John
Stanley
Roberts who served in the
Auckland Battalion NZEF

The ﬂy by at Cape Egmont.

Anton Harmell who perished in the Somme.
was wounded in the last two
weeks of the war. He died

in 1932 due to the effects of
being gassed
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Saturday Anzac Service outside Otakeho Hall
services because of the
Covid lockdown, ANZAC
services have been held here
ever since.

About 50 people attended
an ANZAC commemoration
service outside the Otakeho
Hall on the evening before
ANZAC Day.
In 2018 the plaques
commemorating the men
from Otakeho who had fallen
in two world wars were
shifted from the Otakeho
School, which had closed in
2002 and placed on a purpose
built war memorial structure
outside the Otakeho Hall.
Except for last year when
there were no ANZAC

With the sun going down,
Otakeho farmer Michael
Joyce welcomed everybody.
Private Xanthe Wallis of
the New Zealand Army
stood to attention by the
New Zealand flag and Louis
Pryor read a poem.
South Taranaki District
mayor Phil Nixon said
women are playing an
increasingly important part
in the military. A quarter

The Anzac service at Otakeho

of the Royal New Zealand
Navy personnel are now
women, and of the 64 crew
of the Aotearoa which
was then visiting New
Plymouth, a third of them
are women.
He cited the example
of Kirsty Meynell from
Opunake who had done
two
deployments
in
Afghanistan.
“She was exposed to
the same risks and the
same dangers as her male
counterparts,” he said.

Over 65s encouraged to vaccinate against influenza.
It’s now time for people in
Taranaki aged 65 and over
to get their free influenza
immunisation and protect
themselves and their family/
whānau from flu, say the
Taranaki DHB.
Older people are at
greater risk of becoming
seriously ill if they catch
flu so the Taranaki DHB
is encouraging everyone
aged 65 and over to get this
first before the COVID-19
vaccination.
For the first time there
is a specifically designed
vaccination to meet the

needs of the 65+ year old
immune system. FLUAD
QUAD is funded for adults
aged 65 years or older and
is available free from GPs,
Māori health providers and
participating pharmacies.
Taranaki District Health
Board (DHB) chief medical
advisor Dr Greg Simmons
says all healthcare workers
in this age group are also
being encouraged to get their
influenza vaccination now.
It’s planned the flu vaccine
will be available to all other
age groups from 17 May
2021, he says.

“Influenza immunisation
is recommended and free
for people who are most
likely to get very sick, be
hospitalised or even die
if they catch influenza.
Influenza continues to be a
major threat to public health
worldwide because of its
ability to spread rapidly
through populations.”
While the influenza vaccine
does not protect against
coronavirus infections, it
will help prevent a serious
illness that causes hundreds
of deaths each winter in New
Zealand.

New health system changes embraced
Taranaki DHB embraces
new health system changes
The Taranaki District
Health Board says it looks
forward to working with the
government in its recently
announced health system
changes.
Taranaki District Health
Board chair Cassandra
Crowley says “Our DHB
will work closely with
the Government on the
implementation of these
changes and will continue
to work collaboratively as
we transition towards the
new structure and system.”
Ms Crowley says Taranaki
DHB remains focused on
providing excellent levels
of healthcare and support
for the people in our region.
“The health of our

community
is
what
matters most —people and
partnership remain at the
heart of what we do.
“We remain committed
to intensifying support and
improving equitable health
outcomes for Māori, Pacific
people and those living with
disability, mental illness and
addiction.
“In Taranaki we already
make use of the more
complex specialist services
available in neighbouring
regions such as heart surgery
in Waikato. The reforms are
designed to make access
to this type of health care
across regions easier.
“We will always have
health services on the ground
for the people of Taranaki,
this won’t change.”

Ms Crowley says Project
Maunga Stage Two of the
Base Hospital redevelopment
will continue to progress,
as well as the new services
being provided in the South
Taranaki community.
“Stage Two of the Base
hospital redevelopment is
well on track with enabling
works underway for our new
renal building and new East
Wing building.
“In South Taranaki we
will continue to offer
high quality, accessible,
sustainable and culturally
responsive primary and
community services through
our new South Taranaki
Rural
Health
model,
including our new GP clinic
which is progressing as
planned.”

Dr Simmons says yearly
vaccination is recommended
because protection from the
previous year’s vaccination
lessens over time and
because the strains in the
vaccine often change each
year in response to the
changing viruses.
“Older people who have
been vaccinated but then
get influenza are less likely
to develop a severe illness
and be hospitalised. The
risk of influenza-related
death
increases
with
advancing age, the presence
of long term conditions, or
increasing levels of frailty.
“Influenza also increases
the risks of disability and
frailty and sometimes older
people struggle to return

New Eco-Friendly Box Culvert Design
For a Cost effective 100% Zero Footprint
889 Upper Kaweora Road – Opunake 0274 526 718 - 06 761 8122

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete

to good health afterwards
with ongoing difficulties
of completing activities of

daily living,” says Dr
Simmons.

POWERLINE FAULTS
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced
to a complete powerline rebuild
Call:

TOP OF THE LINE
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections
Free advice | Free quotes
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HOME & SCHOOL NEWS
He aha te mea nui o te ao?

He tangata! He tangata! He tangata!

What is the most important thing in the world? It is people! It is people! It is people!
This whakatauki embodies Opunake High School, and our ‘tangata’ in Term One have exceeded all our
expectations. Our Senior School students on average have attained 20+ credits in their first term. Some
of our ‘Jumpers’, (students who advance a year level in specific areas of excellence) have already gained
endorsement in their previous academic year level. Amazing!
Our students have exemplified huge aroha in raising nearly $3000 for Relay for Life, several hundred
dollars for Epilepsy Awareness, not to mention our community raising around $8000 for our tamariki
through support for our hangi, raffles, and bingo night, which was literally a Full House! Enormous
thanks goes to Chantal Brophy and the Home and School for the organising these community events.
Our Trade Academy students have moved onto the second phase of the Tiny Home project, as well as
creating cape cod chairs for fundraising, and beautifying our kura with wonderful, top-end, picnic tables.
Whilst the REC and PE students have cycled, tramped, dam-dropped, and managed to work on their
coaching skills with our local primary schools’ rangatahi.
MC Murray Weir proving he still has the chops when it comes to Bingo calling. 66-Clickety Click

Opunake High School Home & School Committee
have had to pivot this term with their fundraising
efforts due to Covid levels when Gala planning was
underway. We were still able to do the Hapu raffles
& the Hangi then later on in the term when we were
in Level 1, we ran a very successful Bingo Night and
Auction.

Our prefects have been ambassadors for our
school at Anzac Day memorials and the regional
prefect day. We now have five new prefects;
Durann Bloor, Ross Bolstad, Sinaed Heaps, Camryn
Redin, and Jenna McCarthy all of whom role
model our DREAMS in all they do.

Thank you to the school and community, staff
and businesses for your support. Your kindness &
generosity helped us achieve our fundraising goals.

RAFFLE WINNERS:

BINGO NIGHT

Totara – Cape Cod Chair
Lorin Symons #8106

Donations from the following businesses:

Rimu – Easter chocolate basket
Talia Smith #2449
Awhina – Grocery hamper
Dave Stewart #3438
Karo – Breakers Championship-winning Basketball
singlet, signed by Thomas Abercrombie
Pretty Family #5693

COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR THE HANGI:
Darrell & Lisa Hickey donated two sheep.
Mike from Coastal Meat Processors, Okato.
Opunake Lions Club.
Gary from 4 Square 45, Opunake.
Countdown, Stratford.
Soul Kitchen.
Yarrows.
Kerry Walsh, Michael Griggs & the many helpers that
made it happen, Nga mihi.

Leadership is important at our kura, and growing
good leaders for the future is what we do. Our
students have had the opportunity to be involved
in ‘Students Against Drink Driving’ leadership
seminars, sports leadership forums, be Enviro
leaders at our kura through proactive sustainable
change around the loop track, and be involved in
leading projects for our DREAMS values.

Opunake
Soul Kitchen.
Murray Weir, Celebrant on the Coast.
Opunake Pharmacy.
Arty Tarts.
Karams on the Coast.
Sinclair’s Electrical.
Kuriger Concrete.
Country Connections.
Farm Source.
Sugar Juice.
Hairazor.
Vagabond Cakes.
Classic Auto Repaints.
Robyn @ Fabulous Flowers.
Dreamtime.
Farmlands.
Opunake Auto Repairs.
Symes Outdoor & Sports.
Opunake Concrete.
Viv Scott/McDonalds Real Estate.
Opunake Beach Holiday Park.

Looking forward to next term, we are excited
about improving whole school hauora through
ka ora, ka ako (healthy, free school lunches). This
Prefects on ANZAC Day
in combination with our provision of devices
and fees free policy enables all our tamariki access to learning in a healthy, equitable, and supportive
environment. Hauora is incredibly important here at OHS, and our students are rising to the challenge.
We have huge amounts of students joining our sports codes and thank you to all those community
members working tirelessly with these teams.
We ended last term with Individual development plans for our senior students. Mentors met with
student and whanau to discuss huarahi whai hua (pathways) with their mentees and how to realise their
goals. Year 9 & 10 students finished the term with Academy day. Students had opportunities to kayak,
box, paint a mural, play with a 100 piece orchestra, be part of the E sports hub in Hawera, adventure race
on the maunga, and the list goes on…. After this exciting and exhausting first term, I trust everyone, staff
and students alike, have had a well earned relaxing break.
Here’s looking forward to the challenges, experiences and learning opportunities that Term 2 brings.
Arohanui,
Andrea Hooper - Acting Principal

SCHOOL APP
Go to the App Store or Google
Play on your Apple or Android
device and Search ‘SchoolAppsNZ’
to download the app onto your
device.
Search ‘Ōpunakē High School’
to find us.

The 2021 secondary school rugby season is about to kick off on May 8.
Coastal secondary school rugby is competing in the First XV, Under 15
open grade and the Girls secondary school grade this season. All teams
have good support with coaches/ managers and a healthy number of
players. We look forward to seeing you on the sideline and supporting our
players.
We would like to thank our Sponsorship Team for 2021 Rugby season:
Platinum Homes premier naming rights sponsor,
Eltham Timber Supplies, Arty Tarts Cafe, Nutrilink Farm Nutrient
Management, Kinatai Engineering, Pickering Motors Ltd.
Please support these businesses that support our teams.
If you are interested in becoming part of the sponsorship team please
contact Michael Griggs - (027 666 0862) for details.
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Big turnout for dawn parade

A big crowd congregated
at Opunake’s Town at dawn
to commemorate Anzac Day
on April 25.
Led by the Stratford
Eltham Pipe Band the
sombre procession marched
to the cenotaph and, without
pausing, returned to the
Town Hall for the ofﬁcial
ceremony. It was a departure
from
tradition
where
speeches and the laying of
wreaths usually take place
at the cenotaph. The parade
marshal was Cobus Blom.
In the town hall after
the laying of wreaths, the
national anthems of New
Zealand followed by the
Australian National Anthems
were played followed by
the always moving, and
penetrating, Last Post and a
minute’s silence.
The Secretary of the
Opunake
RSA
Geoff
Williams still recovering
from knee surgery bravely
got to his feet to address
those gathered adding that
though such ceremonies
were taking place all over
New Zealand given the 90
people who perished in the
First World War, it was
ﬁtting that we should keep
it local.
The religious service that
followed began with Anne
Smith who reﬂecting on
the failure of the Gallipoli
campaign said “My great
uncle was one of the Anzacs

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Dawn parade at Opunake.
that
never
returned...a
name on the Chunuk
Bair memorial, the only
acknowledgement of his
having lost his life serving
his country.” She went on to
quote several Bible passages
ending with a prayer.
Opunake High School
Head Pupil Pero Brophy
also spoke of the growing
signiﬁcance of the day to
him as he got older, stating
it was a day of grief and
sadness and a day of pride.

Proud to support local projects

William Farquerson Bey who died on August
25, 1918. Grandfather of Bev Henderson of
Opunake. Noted for his leadership qualities on
enlisting he was killed on August 25 1918 .
He had taken part in a stunt to capture a
certain objective close to Bapaume with his
unit, the 4th Company of the Otago Battalion,
when he was mortally wounded by a bursting
shell. Over 50 percent of the 4th company fell
that day.
William’s father, Dr William Bey who had
practised in Greytown for many years died in
the 1918 inﬂuenza in November, three months
after his son was killed.

Councillor Bryan Roach
who next addressed those
gathered mentioned Anzac
Day being particularly
signiﬁcant this year after last
year when such gatherings
were not permitted due to the
pandemic. The day was still
honoured though differently
he said describing how he
stood alone outside his place
in Opua Road and, unsure of
how else to honour the day,
sang the National Anthem.
As he concluded The Last
Post sounded from across
the road. He then read out
a letter from the Prime
Minister, Jacinda Ardern,
who also reﬂected on last
year’s Anzac Day saying she
was “so moved to see the
spirit of Anzac Day was still
there”. She also noted that
in 1951 New Zealand made
the ﬁrst contribution to “a
multi-national peacekeeping
operation as part of a United
Nations effort to resolve
conﬂict over Kashmir” and
that 2021 marked 70 years of
New Zealand’s contribution
to peacekeeping efforts
throughout the world.

South Taranaki Mayor
Phil Nixon then read out
a letter from the Governor
General Patsy Reddy who
referred to the 12,000 New
Zealand troops who served
in the post-war occupation
of Japan from 1946 to early
1949.
Among those at the
Opunake Town Hall were
Bev Henderson and Val
Coombe both from Opunake.
Bev (94) was wearing the
medals of her grandfather
William Farquerson Bey
who died in the First World
War on August 25 1918.
From Greytown in the
Wairarapa, he was killed in
France aged 32.He attended
Whanganui
Collegiate,
then
studied
electrical
engineering in Wellington
before
abandoning
his
studies to enlist in 1916.
“Mum can remember him
going to war when she was
10 or 12,” recalls Bev. Bev’s
mother was their only child.
Her widowed grandmother
went on to marry again and
have a further 10 children.
Bev was also wearing the
medals belonging to her late
husband Len who fought in
the Korean War in 1953.
Geoff Williams was also
sporting an impressive
array of medals and pointed
out that the protocol is that
medals earned be worn on
the left and in-laws and
ancestors on the right.
Cobus Blom also had a
number of medals which
he explained were four
service medals and 4 combat
medals.
Originally from South
Africa,
Cobus
who
emigrated to New Zealand in
2011, was in the territorials
part time and achieved the
rank of major. He fought
in the South African border
war in Angola for 30 years.
“We used to do camps
every year for 3 weeks.
Every third year they would
do 3 month stints at the
border to prevent Angolans
entering South Africa.

GET YOUR LAWNMOWER &
CHAINSAWS SERVICED HERE!
We service all types of LAWNMOWERS, BIKES,
CHAINSAWS & RODS & REELS

HP AND
LAYBY
AVAILABLE

ENROLLING NOW
Enquiries to: Marina Walsh
mwalsh@npghs.school.nz

C2105kdnewplymouth

SPACES AVAILABLE FOR YEARS 9-13

Firewood season now! Get your Saw seen to
before you become ‘ANGRY MAN’!
Enquire about wood splitter hire.

SYMES OUTDOOR & SPORTS LTD
Tasman St, Opunake | Ph

06 761 8778

NEW PLYMOUTH
p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM
p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz
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Okato commemorates Anzacs in moving service

As the sounds of a lone
bagpiper rang out, the large
crowd
which
included
descendants of those listed
on the cenotaph as well as
ex and current servicemen
stood in silent respect at
10am on Anzac Day. The
Last Post which followed
sounded and the NZ ﬂag
was lowered to half mast
as a minute’s silence was
observed.
Proceedings then moved
to a packed Hempton Hall
for the hour long service at
which lay preacher Lesley
Dowding began with a prayer
which included an appeal for
“the wisdom and strength to
build a better world”. The
religious service continued
with hymns and prayers and
various speeches.
Guest speaker Oliver
Redshaw, LMT (Leading
MarineTechnician)
from
HMNZ Aotearoa enlightened
us with an account of what
prompted the Korean War
which also had an important
anniversary on April 25.
“Seventy years ago today
New
Zealand
soldiers
were with their Australian,
Canadian and American
comrades
engaged
in
the Battle of Kapyong in
South Korea,” he began.
“Before the Battle, the New
Zealanders and Australians
had been looking forward
to a joint Anzac Day
parade that would also have
involved Turkish troops.
Instead, they were in the
thick of battle writing a new
and gallant chapter in the

ANZAC saga.”
He went on to describe the
action that followed.
“At about midnight on the
23rd of April, Chinese forces
began a series of ﬁerce
assaults on positions held
by the 3rd Battalion of the
Royal Australian Regiment.
Desperate ﬁghting ensued
over the next two days.
New Zealand’s 16th Field
Regiment provided vital ﬁre
support to the hard-pressed
Australians. Without this
ﬁre support there is no doubt
the Australian infantry
would not have been able
to hold off attacks by the
much stronger Chinese
forces. As on so many
battleﬁelds before and since,
at Kap’yong Australians
and New Zealanders proved
once again that even at the
toughest of times they could
always rely on each other.”
Oliver went on to speak
about the present Zealand
Defence Force who are
today “actively engaged
across the globe promoting
and defending our national
values.”
He spoke of the continued
and varied threats to our
nation which ranged from
natural disasters through
to pandemics, and from
terrorism to the threat of
large-scale war. “All too
commonly our forces have
to deal with people who
have no regard for human
rights or the laws of war.”
The serviceman also
spoke of the adverse effect
on families of multiple

The Okato Centotaph and the Parade with cadets holding reversed arms.
operational
deployments
overseas for three, six or
12 months year after year
during the course of their
career as happens today and
said our veteran population
which currently numbers
more than 30,000 need our
support.
.”Alongside the veterans
of the Second World War
and the Korean and Vietnam
wars is a younger group,
containing many more
women than in the past.
Compared with the older
generation, these younger
men and women have had
different experiences, but

The head students at
Coastal Taranaki School
Taysha Ryder and Nalani
Renau also took part reciting
In Flanders Fields and
reading out the names on the
Okato War Memorial.
The service continued
with the Lord’s Prayer and
the National Anthem sung
in Maori then English and
a ﬁnal prayer and blessing
with Lesley making special
mention of the resurgence
of the Covid crisis in India
and whose people are in our
thoughts. Commemorations
ﬁnished with the inspirational
Nathan Carter hit, May the

Remembering those who perished

RIGHT: The original
letter still in the Corbett
family written by Albert
the 7.
text of which is
Appendix
reproduced below. The
Okato cenotaph bearing
Albert’s name.

This month only.

France
March 1st 1917

I just received the letters from you saying who sent that money for Christmas.
Of course I had a good idea. It was so kind of you and father and you two are a
lot better to us than we deserve. I sent mine over to blighty to old Ned. Jim and
Gordon Julian are in blighty and that’s why they sent for money.
I do hope Ned gets sent back to New Zealand on account of his ears. It’s lovely
to have him here but I can’t bear the thought of someone dear to me being in
this horrible place. I have come to the conclusion that one is enough for a family.
I wish he would swing the lead but I know he won’t. He will be into the thick of
it again as soon as ever he can.
I can’t blame him for I suppose I’d do the same because duty’s duty no matter
what old hole it leads a man into.
Well I must close now as there is no news here so good-bye mother dear.

Bert

WOF,
mechanical repairs!
Buy 4 tyres and
get a
MAY complimentary
wheel
SPECIAL alignment

We are out of the trenches again for a day or two and I’m writing
letters again. I’m sending Alma a handkerchief or two for her birthday in the
little envelope. They are not very good but there is so little in that line just here
so close to the trenches.

I Remain
Your loving son

Ray Rook was among
those at the Anzac Service in
Okato..
As a mechanic Ray was
considered an essential
service in World War II
and was recruited to service
trucks in the South Island.
He later served as a ﬂight
mechanic in the Air Force

and spent time overseas on
army business.
He recalled “right towards
the end of the war a sea
rescue boat was brought in”
for him to repair. “It was an
Italian boat with a British
motor.” It was not easy to
get parts and they ended
up putting in two aircraft
motors in the boat. But no,
it didn’t ﬂy though it was
able to outpace torpedoes
which would travel at 30
kilometres an hour.

Also servicing farm vehicles including
farm bikes. Also lawnmowers.
Come in and meet our new mechanic!

Dearest Mother,

Albert Corbett (above) photographed with his older sister
Alma is among those named on the Okato Cenotaph. He
was the son of William and Annie Corbett who lived
on Oxford road in a house just below where the police
station is now.
Albert served on the western front with his elder brother
Ned and was killed on June 23 1917.

Road Rise to Meet You by
musicians Aaron Bosch
(piano
accordion)
and
Bernard Schmid (guitar).

We’re also constantly extending our
retail range for mechanical
and personal needs.
From fish bait to tractor parts,
drinks, icecreams & baking.

Shop Hours:

Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday: 10am - 12 noon

CHALLENGE Rahotu
5800 South Rd, Rahotu
Ph 06 763 8848
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Manaia remembers Anzacs at the dawn

Rain which had been
threatening on the morning
of ANZAC Day stayed
away for those attending the
Manaia dawn parade. There
had been a downpour two
hours earlier and some of
those who had made their
way from Hawera reported
heavy rain on their way into
Manaia.
The parade began at the
Manaia Bowling Club,
which has been used as a base
by the Manaia RSA after the
town’s War Memorial Hall
had been closed following
a failure to meet earthquake
assessment standards.
Led by a piper, the parade
made its way to the band
rotunda where members of
the Manaia RSA had earlier
The crosses bearing the names of those killed in World War II were attracting
placed crosses bearing the considerable interest after the dawn parade.
names of those from the area
who had fallen during World returned to New Zealand in on the War Memorial at difﬁculty? There is only one
1917. Three of his brothers Otakeho eight kilometres constant in this thing that we
War II.
call life and that is God.”
With Private Xanthe Wallis also served in what was from Manaia.
The Rev Phil Woodmas
“None of us wants to see
of the New Zealand Army then known as the Great
the
biblical world conﬂict and many of
standing to attention by the War. Two of them returned. quoted
New Zealand ﬂag, Manaia Sergeant Outram Young did injunction of there being a us look worryingly at the
RSA president Barry Smith not. Outram had farmed in time for every purpose under South China Sea situation. “
Otakeho and was a rugby Heaven, noting that because
“God wants to be involved
welcomed everybody.
South Taranaki District player of note, having of the Covid lockdown there in every part of our lives.
councillor Chris Young represented Taranaki 33 had not been an ANZAC Millions of men and women
died so that we could have
spoke of his grandfather times. He died of wounds on service last year.
“Who do you turn to the freedoms that we have
who was wounded at the the Western Front in 1916.
Battle of Passchendaele and His name is commemorated in times of conﬂict and today. God sent his own son

NOW, ALL ON ONE YARD!!

•
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to die for us.”
John Hooker of Nga
Ruahine said this was a time
to remember not only those
who fell in the two world
wars, but those who died
on both sides in the earlier
conﬂicts in Taranaki.

The Ode was recited in
English and Te Reo. At the
end of the service, many
stayed around to read the
names of those on the
crosses commemorating the
ones who had died in the
Second World War.

Sergeant Outram Young.

Cnr Belt Rd & St Aubyn St, New Plymouth
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Eltham remembers its heroes
William
Ronald(Bill)
Parkes of Eltham was
32 years old when the
Wellington medium range
bomber he was ﬂying
plummeted vertically into
the ground on the night of
September 7 1942. This
was Parkes’ 18th mission
and he and his crew were
on their back from bombing
Duisburg in Germany when
a German ﬁghter plane
closed in on them. Everyone
on the plane was killed.
Their aircraft was one of 11
which did not return from
that mission.
Bill’s nephew Terry Parkes
MNZM was guest speaker
this year at both the civic and
the Eltham RSA Anzac Day
services at Eltham. He spoke
about his uncle who did not
return and the three brothers
of Bill who did come back.
As has been the custom in
recent years, Eltham turned
out in force for both the civic
ceremony held in front of the
Eltham School gates, and for
the Eltham RSA service held
at the Services section of the
Eltham Cemetery.
Maureen Drylie of the

Eltham Historical Society
spoke about Lance Corporal
Alf Hooker of Mangatoki,
the “Fighting Cook” from
Mangatoki who as well as
carrying out his duties as
cook was prepared to take
up arms himself when the
need arose. His deeds earned
him the Military Medal, but
sadly he did not return from
the War to end all Wars,
having died of wounds.
Maureen also quoted from
an account by Eltham’s
Harry Andrews of the
sinking of the transport ship
Marquette in the Aegean
Sea in 1915. Among the
167 fatalities were 32 New
Zealanders,
including
10 members of the New
Zealand Nursing Service.
South Taranaki District
mayor Phil Nixon spoke
about the contribution made
by women to the military
and Councillors Steffy
McKay and Mark Bellringer
read the messages from
the Governor-General and
Prime Minister.
Two weeks after the
passing of Prince Phillip,
Eltham RSA president

The Eltham Civic ceremony.
Llew Eynon paid tribute
to the prince, a returned
serviceman who held the
titles of Admiral of the Fleet
of the Royal New Zealand
Navy, Field marshal of the
New Zealand army and Air
Chief Marshal of the Royal
New Zealand Air Force.
“As a naval ofﬁcer, he
took an interest in veterans’
welfare. We will miss his

knowledge and the general
interest he took in our
activities,” Llew said.
A
regular
feature
of the ANZAC civic
ceremonies at Eltham has
been
businessman
and
helicopter pilot Alan Beck
demonstrating his talents
as a tenor. This year he was
joined by Llew Eynon and
Ross Parker in singing the

naval hymn Eternal Father
Strong to Save as well as
the funeral hymn Abide with
Me.
From the civic ceremony
in town it was on to the
Services Section of the
Eltham Cemetery where
the Eltham RSA Women’s
Section had placed ﬂowers
on the headstones of those
remembered there. ATC

Kaponga commemorates ANZAC Day

The showers cleared and
the sun shone at the ANZAC
Day service at Kaponga
which had a very good
turnout.
Vice – President, Bruce
Evans gathered together the
RSA members, family and
friends for the Parade led
by the Royal Queen’s Scots
Mounted division, NZDF
LAV and local pipers. A
highlight of the day was
the ﬂyover by the RNZ
Airforce Orion before the
Parade disbursed into the
War Memorial Hall for the
Service of Remembrance.
South Taranaki Mayor,
Phil Nixon read the Prime
Ministers message and
councillor Steph Mackie
read the Governor General’s
message.
Archdeacon,
Chester Borrows ofﬁciated
and gave a very moving and
poignant speech reminding
us all to respect and support
all servicemen and woman
from every conﬂict from the
past to the present day, those
who had laid down their
lives that we might remain
free and those who returned
changed forever and their
loved ones. After the service,
everyone moved out to the
Memorial Gates at Victoria
Park for the laying of

wreaths by the RSA, NZDF
and various community
organisations. The Lament
was played followed by
the Last Post and Reveille
followed by Benediction
before moving to the supper
room for a light luncheon
provided by the Kaponga
RSA Women’s Section
and a time of community
fellowship. Kaponga RSA
would like to thank all who
contributed to the ANZAC
commemorations especially
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‘To those who leave, never
to return.
To those who return, but
are never the same.
We will remember them.’

cadets stood to attention and
members of the public were
invited to place crosses at
the gravesides.
“We say that men and
women went to war, but in
actual fact they were very
young men and women,”
said Eltham RSA padre
Lindsay Maindonald. “They
had their whole lives ahead
of them.”
Among those at both
services were members of
the Parkes family, from
as far aﬁeld as Auckland,
Tauranga and Dannevirke
who were at the end of a
family reunion being held
that weekend.
Terry Parkes said his Uncle,
Bill Parkes had been one of
12 children of William and
Mary Parkes. Of the seven
brothers in the family four
had served in World War II.
“The Parkes family were
well known in Eltham and
were very proud of having
four boys in the armed
forces,” said Terry. “There
was Bill in the RAF, Winton
and Don in the Royal Navy
and Graham in the army.”
Winton was on the
Gambier, the last vessel to
ﬁre a shot in anger in World
War II.
Also at the RSA service
was well known Eltham
farmer Malcolm Pease
who had with him a ﬂag
presented to his father Percy
at the outbreak of World
War I. These ﬂags had been
presented to schoolchildren
by the New Zealand
government, and Percy was
an eight year-old attending
Omata School at the time.
Despite the occasional
drizzle, the threat of rain
held off for both services.
As the RSA service was
ﬁnishing, an Orion ﬂew low
over the cemetery.

Anzac Day at Kaponga.

CATALOGUE
$

the NZDF, Kaponga Fire
Brigade, Police, Pipers,
bugler, Pianist Joy Eliason
and Archdeacon, Chester
Borrows.

19

2Available on models: 435E II, 440E II, 445E II, 450E II, 455R, 460, 340i only.

Available on models: 565-AT, 572XP

#

Offers valid 01/04/21 - 31/07/21 at participating Husqvarna Dealers only, while stocks last.

Your local authorised Husqvarna Dealer:

$

VALUED
AT OVER

335
VALID WITH
SELECTED MODELS

#

20

FARMING

Thursday, May 6, 2021

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

Efﬂuent pond lining: what you need to know
With council compliance
rules tightening up, many
dairy farmers are asking if
they need to get their efﬂuent
ponds lined. The onus is
on you to prove to council
that the pond is watertight,
and often lining is the most
effective solution. Here’s
what you need to know
about efﬂuent pond lining…
Do I need to line my
efﬂuent pond?
If it’s leaking, getting
it lined will be your best
option for ﬁxing that up.
Signs of leaking may be
patches of consistently damp
ground with very green
grass, or ponding. However
leaking can occur without
any noticeable signs.
A lot of dairy farmers
are choosing to line their

LLOYD THOMAS
efﬂuent ponds for peace of
mind, knowing their pond
is futureproofed and council
compliant. The costs of pond
lining are often much less
than expected, and having
a lined pond means you’ll
be much less likely to be
asked to carry out a time
consuming and expensive
drop test to prove there’s no

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
For all your
Livestock requirements
Servicing the Coast
Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

leaks. Often councils will be
satisﬁed if presented with a
certiﬁcate from the lining
company.
So ultimately, if you want
to be assured of no future
issues with leaking or
council compliance – get it
lined.
What’s the best way to
line an efﬂuent pond?
If you have an existing
pond, this will need to be
drained to line it. This may
mean temporarily diverting
efﬂuent
to
alternative
storage, such as your sump,
secondary ponds, or hiring a
bladder tank. If alternative
storage is not an option, the
best time to empty the pond
for lining is immediately
after milking season has
ended.
The type of pond lining
chosen often comes down
to cost and preference.
We recommend HDPE
liners for cost, reliability
and longevity. Concrete
is another good option as
a long standing, proven
product. The other option
would be rubber, which
is not recommended for
efﬂuent ponds.
HDPE Liners
High density polyethylene
plastic (HDPE) is a cost
effective,
durable
and
technologically
advanced

The type of pond lining chosen often comes down to cost and preference.
solution. They are compliant
with environmental and
regional regulations and are
designed to last for over 100
years. HDPE liners provide
the best in high tensile
strength, tear resistance,
and are welded together to
ensure high join integrity.
So these liners are low
cost, long lasting, durable,
and reasonably easy to
repair if required, however
it is recommended to use
a propellor protection ring
when operating your stirrer
to ensure there is no chance
of the propellor hitting the
lining.

Concrete Lining
A long standing, proven
product, concrete can also be
a good option. Many farmers
like concrete as it provides a
solid, permanent structure,
meaning there is no risk
of damage from stirrers or
diggers. Concrete is a little
more expensive than the
other options and can be
susceptible to earthquake
damage given it is a solid
material. It is also harder to
reseal once cracked.
Rubber Liners
Rubber
lining
looks
great but is generally
only recommended for

ornamental ponds as it
doesn’t have the durability
needed for ensuring a leak
free efﬂuent pond. As
rubber can’t be welded,
it must be glued or taped
together, making the seams
less durable. Rodents are
also rather partial to a bit of
rubber when hungry. More
importantly, with rubber
you could have a leak and
not know it, so you won’t
be getting the assurance
you want when lining an
efﬂuent pond.
Lloyd Thomas
Nevada Efﬂuent
Management Specialist

Rural
Women
New
Zealand say they are not
averse to having a national
health service, but want to
see the detail.
“The Minister of Health,
Andrew Little in his
announcement of sweeping
changes to abolish District
Health Boards to have one
health entity, said that “the
kind of treatment people get
will no longer be determined
by where they live” – we
want to see that in practice,”
says National President Gill
Naylor.
“RWNZ expects to see a
rural health and wellbeing

strategy which is fully
resourced and funded to
ensure rural post codes
aren’t in the losing lottery.
“It is our expectation
that the detail will also
include a solid mechanism
for including the voice of
rural women, children and
communities in decisionmaking by the new national
health service.
“At the very least there
should be both a rural
impact and gender impact
analysis done on the impacts
of a national health service,
before too much further
work is done, to test if

there will be any adverse
impact on rural communities
and women and girls in
particular.
“Our expectation is that
the outcome of these major
changes is an equal playing
ﬁeld for the health and
wellbeing needs of rural
communities
alongside
that provided for our urban
counterparts.
“We are looking forward
to seeing the detail and
hoping that rural women and
children will not lose out on
the health services,” says
Mrs Naylor.

New national health service
should be ﬁt for rural

IT’S SHED CHECK TIME AGAIN ...
CALL US TODAY TO BOOK YOURS
Tasman Street,
Opunake

Ph: 06 761 7079
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Taking Taranaki to next level of mapping
Detailed 3D maps of
Taranaki will be available
later this year following a
high-tech aerial laser survey
that began last month.
The
LiDAR
(Light
Detection and Ranging)
survey is gathering landsurface
and
elevation
data that can be used to
generate 3D maps and
models that will have a wide
range of potential uses in
environmental management
and planning, management
of
natural
hazards,
planning of facilities and
infrastructure and tracking
changes to the coastline and
river flows and courses.
“It’s very exciting – it
takes Taranaki to the next

level of mapping,” says
Dan Harrison, Director-

Operations for the Taranaki
Regional Council (TRC).

Graphic artist’s impression of a LiDAR aerial
survey. A small twin-engine aircraft is carrying out
the Taranaki survey. It flies at relatively high altitudes
and LiDAR beams are not visible to the naked eye.

The aerial survey will
continue until July. LiDAR
data can be collected from
a relatively high level so the
plane will not disturb people
or livestock. LiDAR beams
are invisible to the naked
eye and do not interfere
with
communications
frequencies.
Datasets for Taranaki will
be available by the end of
2021 and will be available to
the public through the TRC
or LINZ.
“The Council will be
open to requests and will
happily provide the data,
as well as advice on how
to use it if necessary,” says
Mr Harrison. “At the same
time, our own staff will be

rapidly getting up to speed
on the best ways to use this
new information.” He says
it will be a valuable tool
for the Council in many
ways. Potential uses include:
assessing vegetation cover
and habitat quality, getting
a more accurate picture of
erosion, allowing better
modelling of the effects
of floods and droughts,
monitoring the changes in
coastal dunes, providing
a clearer picture of the
steepness of hill country
land, and allowing sharper
definition of sites of cultural
significance.
“The list will expand in
terms of our own uses,”
says Mr Harrison. “The
LiDAR data will also help

New Plymouth, Stratford
and South Taranaki District
Councils in their land-use
planning and the provision
of services like pipelines and
roads. Auckland University
came on board because they
see great value in obtaining
data on Taranaki Maunga’s
volcanic cone. Their work
with this will also be of
benefit to the whole region.
“There will also be uses in
the private sector in terms
of surveying, engineering,
construction, and farm
planning, to name a few.”
Next issue due out May 20
Phone us today to
advertise
761 7016
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Dairy challenged to keep building momentum

Dairy farmers at DairyNZ’s
Farmers’ Forum have been
challenged to take their
world-leading farm systems
and continue toward an
increasingly
sustainable

future.
The forum in Waikato
and Southland opened on
Thursday, April 29, with
keynote speaker Climate
Change Minister Hon. James
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Shaw, who acknowledged
the sector’s success and
where dairy is heading.
“We know that New
Zealand’s dairy farmers
have amongst the lowest
carbon footprint per unit
of production in the world.
That is something for us to
build on, to bend the curve
on our total emissions
output, because it is our total
emissions that cause climate
change,” said Mr Shaw.
“There have been things
happening in the sector over
the past few years that are
changing the way things
are done. These are making
signiﬁcant impacts for the
farmers adopting them,
reducing their emissions
whilst at the same time
increasing their proﬁtability.
Our task now is to roll these
innovations and changes
in farm practice out right
across the country.”
“The same thing is true in
every sector of the economy.
There is a lot of work to

Dairy farmers at the Farmers Forum.
be done, but if we get it
right, what we’ll see is a
cleaner and more productive
country.”
Leading New Zealand
economist Cameron Bagrie
also emphasised challenges
facing the sector, including
climate change and the
labour issues, but suggests
the
farming
sector’s
sentiment in the next 10 to
20 years should be a glass

half full.
“Our country’s world
leading agricultural sector
has made big advances over
the past few years, including
tidying up balance sheets,
and improvements can and
should continue,” said Mr
Bagrie.
“Disruption is here, and
coming thick and fast, but
the dairy sector knows what
it needs to do. We are going

to get there.”
DairyNZ chairman Jim van
der Poel also said we can be
proud of our world-leading
history
in
technology
innovation and farming
practices.
“We are living in a world
that’s
changing
more
rapidly and we need to
move with that. Globally,
consumer expectations are
changing. More consumers
are expecting their food to
be produced sustainably
and we are seeing our
global competitors’ respond
– they’re all investing in
becoming more efﬁcient,”
said Mr van der Poel.
“But we live in a world
of opportunity. As farmers,
we have an opportunity to
play an important role in
feeding the world’s growing
population. I believe New
Zealand is well-positioned
to strengthen our reputation
as a premium dairy producer
in the twenty ﬁrst century.”

Herd dispersal
a/c d & J Morgan
25th May 2021 11:00am
4923 Main south road, Oaonui Fonterra
42330
170 High Indexing VIC Crossbred G3 cows
BW154 PW178 Rel 96%
Plus 16 Holdover high BW cows
If not sold prior 27 x crossbred R1 hfrs G3
BW205 PW222
Calving from 19/7 to 5 weeks LIC crossbred and
tailed with NM Jersey Bull
400kg/ms/cow this season, Blanket Dry Cow
System 1 C10 EBL free SCC 84000 season
average.
Herd test 7/5/2021 full catalogue available after
that but a group profile is available now.
All figures on screen on sale day.
Note: This genuine crossbred all grass herd and
the base of this herd comes from their home
herd which has been in the Morgan family for
over 50+ years of AB.
Very quite, with an excellent age structure and
composition.
Late to the market due to a change in farming
policy.

Contact Tim Hurley 027 445 1167 or
Bryan Goodin 027 531 8511 or
Vendor dan Morgan 027 685 3453

Cameron Bagrie.

James Shaw.

Cheesemakers concerned by EU move to
monopolise halloumi cheese

New moves by the
European
Commission
to grant exclusive use
of the term ‘halloumi’
to
cheesemakers
from
Cyprus are raising concerns
among the New Zealand
cheesemaking community.
“Halloumi is a popular
cheese for New Zealand
consumers,
with
a
thriving and innovative

Riverlea Contractors Ltd is proud to be involved with providing a
service for farmers to recycle their waste
plastic products with Plasback.
Joining the scheme is simple.
Just call us to buy a liner, fill it with the approved plastic waste and then either call us to
collect, or drop the full liner in at our depot.
Items that can be recycled through the scheme include:
Silage Wrap - Ecolab HDPE Drums - Polypropylene feed, seed and fertilizer bags.
Silage covers, twine, vine nets
and irrigation pipe are also
able to be recycled.

community of New Zealand
cheesemakers
delivering
this delicious product to
New Zealand tables,” says
Neil Willman, President of
the Specialist Cheesemakers
Association.
“We
are
concerned
at Europe’s continuing
campaign to restrict the
use of common names in
international cheesemaking,
at the expense of producers
outside of Europe.”
New
Zealand’s
cheesemaking community is
concerned that the European
Union is continuing to

protect cheese terms that are
generic and in common use
around the world.
“This erodes the heritage
and evolution of food
production in places like
New Zealand where cheeses
such as feta, gruyere, havarti
and halloumi are commonly
consumed and considered
generic” says Willman.
The EU is using an
intellectual
property
rights
system,
called
‘Geographical Indications’
(GIs) to limit the use of food
names to European producer
groups, arguing the food’s

characteristics are unique to
where and how it has been
produced.

The move to register
halloumi follows quickly
behind
the
recent
registrations of cheeses like
havarti, despite signiﬁcant
global production outside of
the EU. At the same time
the EU is requesting changes
to New Zealand’s regulatory
settings to adopt a sweeping
new intellectual property
framework to protect its GIs
through the ongoing EU-NZ
FTA negotiations.

WATER BLAST CLEAN YOUR
Troughs, Cow sheds,
Yards, Feed Pads
Fully insured.
Health and Safety/
Hazardous Substances certified.

Phone or text to book your clean today.
265 Mangawhero Rd, Hawera

06 764 6222

info@riverleacontractors.co.nz | www.riverleacontractors.co.nz
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COASTAL RUGBY
Proud to sponsor
Coastal Rugby

Proud to be supporting
COASTAL RUGBY

Milestones loomELTHAM
for Coastal Premiers

Our fourth game of the
season was against New
Plymouth Old Boys at
Rahotu with a top of a
table clash for the McBride
trophy.
With a large crowd in hand
and the sponsor of the day’s
tent at the top of the ground
and three good wins out of
the four earlier games , we
were hoping to tip up the star
studded NPOB side.
It was great to have Josh
Lord back from the Chiefs
and Ben May lacing up the
boots for the ﬁrst time in
Coastal colours. We also had
our share of quality players.
Unfortunately like every
week, we started slow and
our accuracy wasn’t great
with a few wayward passes
and our scrum coming under
early pressure.
One thing we couldn’t fault
was our defence. There were
some huge hits going in
all over the park from both
sides.
Old Boys took the early
lead 3-0 and were making
the most of our mistakes,
keeping us pinned in our
own half .Off one of the OB
attacks, Richard Beckett and
Beauden Fleming suffered
a huge head clash which
caused a huge reshufﬂe of
our pack and caused both
teams’
physios trouble,
and with manager Gerard
mopping up the blood, Chris
Simons who had played 80
minutes earlier was required

1st Floor, 9 Young St, NP
newplymouth@craigsip.com

97 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE PH 06 761 7079

Andrew Trolove surges up on attack.
to play another 70 minutes
With 20 to go we had
for the day. At the 30 Ben May and his farm staff
minute mark we managed Andrew Trolove go on, and
to put NPOB under pressure we looked like we might
with our defence after a get home, but it was not
good kick from us. They to be, and in 70 minutes,
were throwing some average after hanging tough all
passes before our other half, NPOB got a turnover
replacement, Kayden Luke penalty and a lineout and a
latched onto a wayward series of pick and goes, they
pass and ran 30 metres to crashed over under the posts
score next to the uprights, to make it the ﬁnal score of
celebrating with his youthful
enthusiasm from a long way
out , to get us to a score we
were very happy with at 7-3.
After the halftime break we
managed to shore our scrum
up but at the same time our
lineout was failing big time
and putting us under a lot of
pressure.

10-7 to them.
While it was disappointing
to lose, we can take a lot
out of the game, as our set
piece was way off our high
standard we expect.
Let’s hope Beckett and
Beaudy will be back in
future. Beaudy’s injury
seemed a lot more complex,
so ﬁngers crossed.

Ph 06 761 8105

Continued page 24

0274 442 703

06 759 0015

Coastal
Veterinary Services

South Taranaki Pioneer Area Manager:
Kim Sharpe 027 528 0012
North Taranaki Pioneer Area Manager:
Alan Bunning 027 206 0147

Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby
CHRIS STANDING - 021 791 246

JFM CONTRACTING
Ph: Jared McBride
on 06 752 4558
or 027 4775 701
Go Coastal!

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK
For all your Livestock requirements
1133 Main South Rd, Oakura

Ph 06 752 7765

www.butlersreef.co.nz

YOUR BROADBAND SPECIALISTS

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
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COASTAL RUGBY
Proud sponsors of the
Coastal Division 1
For Spreading, Fertiliser, Lime and Log Cartage
SUPPORTING THE COAST FOR OVER 50 YEARS! Opunake 761 7341 - Okato 752 4124

Peter Moffitt
Ph: 06 751 1265 - Mob: 027 242 1812

0800 100 123

Proud Sponsors of Coastal Rugby
LAWYERS FOR THE COAST
Thank you for your support

06 758 9484

Proud Sponsors of Coastal Rugby
158 Powderham Street, New Plymouth
Ph: 06 758 1199 Fax: 06 758 1188
Members of the Independent Insurance Brokers Assn.

Milestones loom for Coastal Premiers

Continued from page 23

For us, our player of the
day Rangi Schuler led the
way and was followed not
far behind by Rick McKenna
and Liam Parker who had a
strong game out wide .
Our defence and effort was
excellent once again , there
was plenty of good stuff to
take out of the game and
our whole backline looked
dangerous we just lacked
quality supply of ball.
For our next game we
headed to Rugby Park to
take on Spotswood United
needing to bounce back off
a loss,
We had a few changes
enforced due to injuries, but
still ﬁelded a very strong
team.
We started better this
week and had Spotswood
under early pressure, but
unfortunately we couldn’t
capitalise on our efforts and
after a quarter of the game
we found ourselves trailing
0-3.
We were playing a more
expansive game than other
weeks, so it was entertaining
and enjoyable to watch and
play.
After 25 minutes we hit
the lead with Liam Parker
scoring out wide after a heap
of good phases.
We were straight back
onto attack, and we forced
a ﬁve metre scrum with
a Spotswood feed into it,

Liam Parker scoring out wide.
but the boys dug deep and and another to Andrew
blew Spotty off the ball for Trolove, and the dead eye
a tighthead and a push over kicking of Rick McKenna
try to Jeremy Newell,
with both conversions and
Then just before halftime a late penalty made a ﬁnal
Andrew Trolove crashed score of 41-20 for a ﬁveover for a well-deserved try point win.
to make the halftime score
For us it was once again
of 17-3.
a good team effort, and not
After halftime we carried one player who took the ﬁeld
on moving the bigger should be disappointed in
Spotswood
forwards their efforts.
around the park, and after
Of note Daniel Crowley
a number of good back and who replaced his betterforward moves Thomas looking brother Logan as
Kalin scored, and with Rick halfback cover cleared the
McKenna kicking on point ball well, and carried on the
were building a good lead.
great service his bro always
Full credit to Spotswood provides.
they never lay down and
Thomas Kalin was awarded
produced two tries in the our player of the day with
second half and a penalty to three points, Dylan Schuler
get them to 20, but two tries, 2 points and Blake Barrett 1
one to hooker Chris Simons, point as our MVP points.

Worrying for all teams is
our injury toll, and Saturday
wasn’t kind to all teams,
and it puts a lot of pressure
on the Div 1 team, and we
appreciate the guys who
bench for us at short notice
from the Div 1 and Colts.
This week we are at home
to Southern who also play
an entertaining brand of
rugby and are the only team
to beat Tukapa this season,
so the boys will need to be at
our best again to give Blake
Barrett a win in his 100th
match for the club, which is
a huge achievement, and at
the age of 26 I think Blake
has a few more in him.
Also worth mentioning,
Harry Foreman came on at
hooker to play his ﬁrst game
for the prems, and has a big
future ahead of him playing
currently in our colts’ side.
Simon Adams made his
87th appearance for Coastal
Prems after a 9-year layoff
for prem rugby, and got
through a strong 25 minutes
after playing for the Div 1
team earlier. Rumour has it
he also is in search of 100
games, although some are
saying that player/coach
Ben May only has him in
the team, so he isn’t the
oldest player.
See you at Rahotu
Saturday for Blake’s 100th
game.

06 759 9034

027 558 9004

RURAL CARRIERS

BRUCE THOMPSON

Proud to support Coastal Rugby

FREEPHONE 0800 654 779
MOBILE 027 4455 285

Rusty: 027 280 0743

29 Norwich Ave, Spotswood, New Plymouth
Phone: 022 031 5072

COASTAL RUGBY
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HAWERA
Proud sponsors of Coastal Rugby

CALL

US

06 278 0240

5 Tasman Street Opunake, Taranaki
PHONE 06 761 7531 - 0800 107006

Celebrate 25 Years
QUEEN’S
BIRTHDAY
WEEKEND
Friday 4th – Sunday 6th
June 2021
Rahotu Domain
For more informa�on on registra�ons see the facebook
page or contact:
Victoria McCullough 027 3560 260
Deb Davies 027 408 5414
coastaljubilee@gmail.com

OKATO 4 SQUARE
06 752 4010

67 Breakwater Road, Motorua
Phone 06 751 5065

NEWTON GORDGE JOINERY

John & Jacinta Hurley
NEW PLYMOUTH
INGLEWOOD
STRATFORD
HAWERA

ACCOUNTING AND TAX
Call us on 06 281 1565 or 027 4542 284
62B Carthew St, Okato

BLUE RIBBON SPONSORS
Simpsons Tyres and Service Centre
22 Leach Street - New Plymouth
Ph: 06 758 0780 29

Eftpos Specialists (Taranaki) Ltd.
113 Gill St - 06-759 4148
179 Courtney Street, NP | 0800 BTW Survey (0800 289 787)

PICKERING MOTORS

PH: 06 761 8363 - Tennyson St - Opunake
GO COASTAL!
23 Tasman St,
Opunake

06 761 7265

06 757 3612 NP | 06 765 8028 Stfd | 06 278 5972 Hw

4cm x 8.5cm
VALUE BUILDING
SUPPLIES
No bleed marks required.
HighRd,
res New
pdf ok.
1 Katere
Plymouth
Ph 06 759 7435
Logo
Coastal Rugby
Grant Gibson 027 528
gratefully acknowledges
8511
their support sponsors
Website
B & R Barron Builders
Rahotu Service Station
Coastal Printers

331 St Aubyn St, NP - Ph 0800 289 493 or 06 759 9957

Opunake Coastal Pharmacy

Mason Homekill

If there is room could we
say something like,

SINCLAIR

ELECTRICAL &
REFRIGERATION
sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz
Opunake 761 8084
Okato 752 4084
Kaponga 764 6084
Manaia 274 8084

Supporting Taranaki farmers
and proud to
be in the
scrum with
Coastal
Rugby!
Grant Gibson 027 528 8511

admnewzealand.co.nz
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Taranaki Rugby back in the black
The
Taranaki
Rugby
Football
Union
made
a $576,981 proﬁt in
2020, primarily thanks
to the Ministry of Social
Development’s
wage
subsidy income. The result
was announced at the 135th
Annual General Meeting
of the TRFU held at the
Kaponga Rugby Club. If not

for that signiﬁcant injection
of cash, the TRFU would
have recorded a $134,599
loss primarily due to the
impact of Covid-19.
TRFU Chief Executive
Ofﬁcer Laurence Corlett
said the wage subsidy helped
get the business to survive.
“Without the funding from
the government and the

support of our commercial
partners and our community
funding partners, we would
have had a signiﬁcant
loss which would have
had the Union close to
being insolvent. I want to
thank our staff and players
who made a signiﬁcant
contribution to the surplus
of the TRFU by taking a

pay reduction during 2020.
We are mindful that without
a functioning Yarrows
Stadium, our year ahead in
2021 is still a difﬁcult one,
and the 2020 result will help
us hugely.”
Corlett said he was
extremely thankful for
those organisations and
individuals
who
threw

Opunake Surf Classic

On March 14, Opunake
Board Riders held their
iconic annual surf contest
in pumping overhead surf at
Arawhata Road.
Ten hours of action saw
67 competitors from all
over Taranaki display a
high standard of surﬁng.
Even amongst some of New
Zealand’s best surfers, two
Opunake locals took the
top spots - Cain Aldridge
winning the Men’s Open
Final and second place went
to Opunake High School
teacher, Dave Bannochie.
Men’s Open Final. 1. Cain
Aldridge. 2. Dave Bannochie.
3 Te Rapai Barbarich. 4.
Spencer Rowson.
Sup Final. 1. Chip
Andrews. 2. Steve James.
Women’s
Final.
1.
Zhana
Hutchinson.
2.
Ariana Schafer. 3.Skylar

their support behind the
organisation in such a ﬂuid
Covid environment.
Mike Summerell was
elected to the TRFU board
to replace Noel Caskey, who
stepped down after serving
on the board since 1997.
The Toko-based dairy
farmer played for the
Stratford Rugby Club before

Sandfords
Manaia
Golf Club
results

Saturday April 24. Men.
1. John Oliver. 2. Rod Le
Fleming. 3. Phil Elliott. 4.
Jim Ngere.
April 25. Junior. 1. Oliva
Symes. 2. Kobi Symes
Simpson. 1. Luke Norris. 2.
Jaxon Symes Simpson.
Left: Opunake Surf Classic
Men’s Open winner Cain
Aldridge catching a wave
at this year’s event.
Mcfetridge.
4.
Poppy
Pennington.
Under 18 Final. 1. Tom
Butland. 2. Kalani Louis. 3.

Ryder Pennington. 4. Soren
Bucka Christensen.
45 Plus Final. 1. Dawson
Tamati. 2. Dave Bannochie.

3. Zane Dombroski. 4. Shane
Bint.
Longboard
Final.
1.
Chip Andrews. 2. Patrick

Flanagan. 3.Josh Baylis. 4.
Billy Murrell

taking up administration,
becoming chairman of
the Stratford Rugby &
Sports Club, where he was
subsequently made a life
member.
Caskey was also elected a
life member of the TRFU in
2015.

Taranaki
Indoor
Bowls

T. Bourne has named the
following teams to play
against Manawatu on May
30 in Marton
K.Hughes,
E.Smailes,
B.Schrader and R.Finlay;
R.Morris,
W.Finlay,
R.Fredrickson
and
J.Muggeridge;
S.Bourne, C.Reed, A.Berry
and S.Vince; T.Bourne,
R. Ratahi, K.Bird and
B.Chapman.
Reserve
N.Picard.
On May 2, Taranaki Centre
held its Open Fours event
sponsored by Stratford ITM.
Five teams played, and two
teams qualiﬁed for post
section. T.Bourne (Taranaki
Centre) played C.Adams (
St Johns club Wanganui) in
a ﬁnal of 10 ends, which was
won by C.Adams
K.Hughes
Secretary

5T
TASMAN
ASMAN ST
ST,, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Silent Diesel and Industrial
Tractor Mount Generators

For Dairy Sheds, Houses, Pump Sheds and
Commercial Sites

It’s no surprise that New Zealand’s biggest full-service real estate agency is
well positioned across Taranaki. We are well stocked with knowledge and
passion over all property divisions in our region. Contact Bayleys Taranaki
to achieve the best result for your property today.

Angela Sefton

John Blundell

Kellie Hodson

Residential & Lifestyle

Lifestyle & Farms

Property Management

027 845 2190

027 240 2827

027 288 2894

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A LT O G E T H E R B E T T E R
Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Tractor Mounts Features:
• Supplied with weather
proof cover
• Dials facing cab (one
man operation)
• Heavy Duty Driveshaft
• Heavy Duty Construction
• 1000RPM Direct PTO
Driven (no gearbox or
belts)
• Backup and Repair
Service for all Generators

Sizes to suit all situations

A full range of cabling and outlet options to suit your
personal requirements

Check out our new website

www.corkillsystems.co.nz
www
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Exhibition evokes the good old days

An interesting exhibition
currently at from out of
the blue studio gallery in
Halse Place Opunake has an
interesting back story.
An
Opunake
person
brought in some old ﬂour
sacks she’d collected over
the years wondering if the
owner Viv Davy would be
interested in them.
Viv was most interested
and decided to send a
ﬂour sack to a number of
artists both locally and also
overseas asking them if they
would like to create a work
of art from them.
The
diverse
results
currently on display at the
gallery reﬂect the artists
originality.
One
exhibit
entitled
The Good Old Days is by
Dorothy Andrews who
did a bit of research and as
was common in those days

made a child’s garment out
of the ﬂour sack. “This was
not a fashion fad. It was a
necessity. If you wanted
something you made it
yourself from the materials
available.”
Indeed the ﬂour sack dress
was still being sewn at home
until the Second World War.
People took a real pride in
self sufﬁciency and ‘Waste
not, want not’ was a much
used catch phrase, said
Dorothy.
A lesson there perhaps we
could all learn today.
Another interesting exhibit
using starch made a sculpture
out of the fabric.
The exhibition continues
till May 10.
Left: Dorothy Andrews
child’s smock.

Book Review: The Mirror Book by Charlotte Grimshaw

This
absorbing
autobiography by Charlotte
Grimshaw is published
by Vintage, an imprint of
Penguin Random House,
New Zealand.
Charlotte Grimshaw has
won many awards for her
writing such as the BNZ
Katherine Mansﬁeld Award,
the Qantas Media Award for
her columns and the 2018
and 1919 Voyager Media
Awards Reviewer of the
Year.
She is the daughter of CK
(Karl) Stead ONZ, arguably
our greatest living literary
ﬁgure and Kay Stead.
Charlotte describes her life
as daughter of a famous
literary family, with lots of
exciting travel such as to
Menton, France when Karl
was the Katherine Mansﬁeld
Fellow. She also met many
literary personalities who
visited such as James K
Baxter (she didn’t like him),
Allen Curnow and Maurice
Shadbolt.
However, but there were
family conﬂicts. It is likely
she wrote this book in
response to her father’s most
recent memoirs You Have A
Lot To Lose 1956-1986 2020,

The Mirror Book.
because she felt his account
did not tell the whole story
as she remembered it. She is
quite blunt in what she says
about her family members, it
has to be said.
Her life as a teenager was
deﬁnitely troubled; she was
raped, suffered an eating
disorder, and witnessed her
best friend Louis Dale killed
in a hit-and-run vehicle
accident (The culprit was
never apprehended). She also
embarked (with Louis) on a
life of petty crime including
vandalism, petty theft, and

was arrested on several
occasions and appeared in
Court. She recounted how
she and Louis watched as
they blew up a telephone
booth for the hell of it.
She was close to Karl and
they shared a boisterous
sense of humour and it seems
her mother was possibly
jealous of this close rapport
and sense of exclusion.
However, she was cross
that her father conducted
a number of extra-marital
affairs and comments that
Kay suffered greatly. She
considers that Karl did not
give this aspect its true
negative impact.
One incident I found quite
intriguing: “When I told her
I’d won the Montana New
Zealand Book Awards Deutz
Media for ﬁction, her face
went dark. She said, ‘What
about Karl’ and rushed off.”
(page 153).
This book is superbly
written and also has a
personal growth aspect to it
as somehow she overcame
her demons to become one
of New Zealand’s most
accomplished writers, as
well as having a successful
marriage
(despite
one

incident of inﬁdelity – her
husband’s) and raised three
children. It is somehow an
uplifting book.
In later editions it would be
good if some pictures could
be included.
I thoroughly endorse this
book, it is an excellent and
intriguing read.
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18 Halse Place,
Opunake
Ph 021 407 424
Open Thursdays to Mondays 1 - 5 pm or by appointment.

Made Over Exhibition on until May 10th.
Silent Auction . All proceeds go to The Women’s Refuge.
Local and International Artists have donated
their work for this fundraiser.

https://www.facebook.com/silktangles
http://fromoutofthebluestudiogallery.com/

WAIMATE HOTEL
Black Bull Liquor Store
now open at Waimate
Hotel, Manaia

TRADING 7 DAYS
49 South Rd, Manaia
06 274 8341 or 020 4086 6084
Facebook: Waimate Hotel-Manaia
email: newwaimatehotel@outlook.com

Value Farm Sheds

For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage
requirements - Give us a call today!
Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from quality materials that last, at
prices you can afford. Visit our website for full specifications: www.valuebuilding.co.nz

Building
Supplies

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH PHONE: 06 759 7435
JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD PHONE: 0800 245 535

Taranaki wide
Phone 0800 707 404
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Check, clean, dry - this duck
hunting season

Taranaki duck hunters are
being reminded to Check,

Clean, Dry this season, to
avoid spreading aquatic pest

COASTAL MACHINERY SALE
A/c Robert & Beth Cockburn
7th May 2021 10.30am
Cape Road, Pungarehu D/N 4/2495
Contact Bryan Goodin 06 752 4258 or 027 531 8511 or
Vendor: Robert Cockburn 027 224 9007
r.b.cockburn@xtra.co.nz
Powered by NZ Farmers Livestock

plants between waterways.
Taranaki Regional Council
Environment
Services
Manager Steve Ellis says
following these three simple
steps can make a signiﬁcant
difference to the health of
our region’s waterways.
“Pest plants such as
hornwort and Lagarosiphon
(commonly
known
as
oxygen weed) and pest ﬁsh
such as koi carp, gambusia,
rudd and catﬁsh are invasive
and can have an irreversible
impact
on
freshwater
ecosystems and ﬁsheries.
“Once a pest plant or
ﬁsh gets into a waterway
it’s extremely difﬁcult to
remove it. That’s why it’s so
important we do everything
we can to prevent them
spreading into previously
unaffected waterways.”
He is urging duck hunters
to check, clean and dry all
gear that has been in the
water.
“It only takes a small piece
of weed caught on a wader,
dinghy or decoy rope to
ruin a once-pristine lake.
We know Taranaki people
care about the health of
our waterways, so all water
users need to do their part to
stop the spread of pests.”

Check: Check everything
that has been in the water
for debris or plant matter.
For example, waders, dogs,
dinghies and boat trailers,
and decoys and their rigging
lines.
Clean: Soak the items or
scrub them with detergent (5
per cent detergent in water
or 2 per cent household
bleach in water) for at least
one minute, getting them
fully wet.
Dry: If you’re not moving
to another waterway for a
few days, thoroughly dry
your items inside and out,
and leave them for 48 hours
to ensure that any pests are
dead.
For more details go to
www.mpi.govt.nz/checkclean-dry/ or call the
Taranaki Regional Council
on 0800 736 222.

ABECEDARY
on website

LAST CHANCE HERD AUCTION
Established for 30yrs Friesian &
Friesian X & Jersey X Herd
A/c Lombardy Farms Ltd
Managed by Jaiden & Hannah Drought
On Thursday 20th May 2021 at
191 Mangawhero Road
Auroa, Taranaki
Start time: 10:30am D/N 41597
COMPRISING:
• 340 Frsn/FrsnX & Jsy X Herd
BW82 PW115 R/A 83%
• 46 Frsn/FrsnX I/C Heifers
BW118 PW135 R/A 100%
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

“G Kimono” by Carol
Hardy Garrett of Virginia.
An intriguing exhibition is
the ABECEDARY Project,
by Caroline Hardy Garrett of
Virginia, USA.
When you look at it, on the
Virtual Tart website, make
sure that as well as looking
at the beautiful images,
you read the method and
motivation for each of the
works.
It suggests a valid and
exciting way of working,
adding language, history,
and passion to the art. Enjoy,
and thank you for checking
out the new exhibition every
couple of months. A regular
injection of difference and
inspiration.
Stay well, follow your
heart and your art ... it’s an
exciting life.
Cheers
Dale Copeland.

DETAILS:
Milked on a OAD system for
2 seasons, producing 400kg/ms
Bulk seasonal cell count of
158,000 – verified by factory statements
HB shed, system 3, TB C10, Lepto Vacc
Herd DTC 15/7 – 6 wks AB to
LIC Friesian, vetted to dates
Herd T/O with easy Calve beef X bulls.
Bulls out 24/12
Blanket dry cow with Cepravin on 25/4
I/C Hfrs DTC from 22/7 to Jsy.
Removed 22/12
This relocated herd & heifers from
Northland sold with a 3 week I/C
warranty from auction day.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Due to unforeseen circumstances, property
is being sold and this established wellconditioned herd and replacements are
offered for sale. BBQ lunch supplied.
Delivery can be taken immediately or by the
31st May. No trucking day of sale.
PAYMENT TERMS:
Delayed payment is due on 20th September
2021.
ENQUIRIES TO:
Carrfields Livestock Agent:
Colin Dent 027 646 8908 or
colin.dent@carrfields.co.nz
Vendors:
Jaiden & Hannah Drought 027 464 5200
Dave & Trish Dent 027 425 5016
Or your local Carrfields Representative
View our Catalogue at

LK0106899©
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www.carrfieldslivestock.co.nz

90 Tasman St, Opunake - Ph: 06 761 8550

Genuine Home Cooked Food, Pies,
Savouries, Fresh Scones. Muﬃns,
Cakes, Slices and Sandwiches.
All Day Breakfast
Open 6am - 4pm
Open 7 Days a week

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS
UPSIDE DOWN EATERY IS OPEN ON
MOTHER’S DAY FROM 9AM – 9PM.
Every Mum receives a free glass of bubbles!
Full menu available!

WHAT’S ON

Thursday, May 6, 2021

Entries open for
Keep New Zealand
Beautiful Awards
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Mother’s Day special:
Grilled Salmon fillet with Goldbush Farm vegetables
and kumara mash $34

Book your table now 06 278 8318 or
www.upsidedown.kiwi

TOURS &
SHOWS
Mid Winter Getaway to the Chateau Tongariro
11th – 14th August 2021
$1050pp

Chatham Islands Experience
29th September 6th October 2021
$4900.00 pp
Ever changing, Spectacular, Breathtaking Scenery

World Of Wearable Arts Wellington
Premium Tickets
2nd October 2021
$525.00 pp

The Deep South: Southern Spectacular

24th November – 9th December 2021
$5395.00 pp
Includes the Coastal Pacific Train, Christchurch, Dunedin,
Invercargill, The Catlin’s, Milford Sounds,
Queenstown.
Visit weirbros.co.nz for more tour information or to join our
database.
Pick up New Plymouth, Inglewood, Stratford & Hawera.

06 278 5858
www.weirbros.co.nz weirbros@xtra.co.nz

Keep
New
Zealand
Beautiful has launched the
2021 Beautiful Awards.
The
Beautiful
Awards
are
run
annually
to
provide a benchmark for
environmental excellence.
The
awards
inspire,
recognise and acknowledge
those schools, individuals,
communities, towns and
cities who are working
hard to Keep New Zealand
Beautiful.
The Beautiful Awards
consist of 13 different awards
across four categories:
Individuals,
Community,
Places and Towns and Cities.
They celebrate individuals
such as the Young Legends
and Tidy Kiwis of New
Zealand, as well as the
champions of community
environmental
initiatives,
the Most Beautiful Small
and Large Town and City,
the Most Sustainable School,
Best Street and even the Best
Loo in New Zealand!
This year there will also
be a Supreme Award for the
Most Beautiful Towns and
Cities category.
Nominations
and
submissions to the Beautiful
Awards are open from 15
April until 4 August and
winners will be announced
The next issue of The
Opunake & Coastal News
is due out on May 20.

on Thursday 28 October
2021 at The Domes,
Auckland Zoo.
Nominations are open
to New Zealand residents
only. Nominations and
submissions need to be
submitted via the Keep New
Zealand Beautiful website
Beautiful Awards webform
on or before the outlined
date.

Bookings essential

72 Tasman Street, Ōpunakē - www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 383 7926

MAY 2021

Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs and Senior Citizens $8, Under 4 free
THE COURIER
PETER RABBIT 2
Drama, History|1hr 51mins|M: Language,
Animated, Kids & Family |1hr 30mins|G
Violence
Sat 15th May 1pm
Sat 8th May 7pm
TOM & JERRY
LOCKED DOWN **Mothers Day**
Comedy, Animated |1hr 41mins |G
Comedy, Crime, Romance|1hr 58mins|M:
Sat 1st May 1pm
Language,
Sun 9th May 7pm|Sat 22nd May 7pm
TWO BY TWO OVERBOARD
Adventure, Comedy|1hr 25mins |G
JAMES AND ISEY
Sat 8th May 1pm
Documentary|1hr 15mins|M: Language
CRANSTON ACADEMY
Sat 15th May 7pm|Sun 23rd May 7pm
Adventure, Family|1hr 25mins |PG
TRASH TO DASH
Sat 22nd May 1pm
Documentary|1hr 50mins|E
Fri 7th May 7pm|Sun 16th May 7pm
CRUELLA
Comedy, Crime|2hr 14mins|PG
TWIST
Sat 29th May 1pm
Drama|1hr 50mins|M:Language, Violence
Fri 14th May 7pm|Sat 29th May 7pm

Bubbles and Treats for Mothers Day – book online now or call 027 383 7926

Haumaru ki Tai
Health and Community Centre
Delivering essential community
health and social services now
and into the future....

CoastalCare would like to welcome
Health Improvement Practitioners (HIP) to our clinic!
What is HIP? HIP is funded as a mental health
and addiction service but it’s a generalist
service which is broader than mental health!

IT’S FREE AND WE ARE HERE TO HELP
DROP IN CLINIC EVERY MONDAY & FRIDAY
NO APPOINTMENT OR REFERRAL NECESSARY

Permanently residing in the
building are:
OPUNAKE PHARMACY,
OPUNAKE MEDICAL CENTRE,
ST. JOHNS AMBULANCE,
PLUNKET,
HEALTH BOARD SERVICES,
COASTAL PRINTERS

For a full list of Services and
happenings here at CoastalCare

or visit us at www.coastalcare.co.nz
CONTACT ARETHA LEMON
Facility Manager on 06 761 8488
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WHAT’S ON
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Free Wheelhouse funding
seminar for community groups

Throughout May and into
early June The Wheelhouse
is on the road around the
Taranaki region with a
free seminar Sustainable
Funding and Tips For Grant
Success for community
organisations. There are nine
dates to choose from starting
in Stratford on Wednesday
12 May and ending in
Hawera on the evening of 3
June.
This
sessions
will
be facilitated by The
Wheelhouse
Manager,
Marcia Millard.
“ We have had numerous
requests from organisations
all around the maunga for
information on how to
ensure their organisations
are adequately resourced
and how to achieve success
when applying for grant
funding. In this session
we will highlight the
key funding streams, the
differences between and
an overview of the funding
scene in Taranaki” Marcia
said. “In addition we will
be demonstrating how to use
the newly updated, and easy
to use, funding search tool
givUS. This is available
through The Wheelhouse
website for free. We will
then wrap up with tips to
increase your chance of

Marcia Millard of The Wheelhouse.
success when applying for
grant funding.”
For more information
see our advert or visit the
www.wheelhouse.org.
nz/training or to register
for the workshop contact
Marcia direct manager@
wheelhouse.org.nz phone or
text 027 789 4351

The Wheelhouse is a
partnership of eight capacity
building organisations which
include the three district
councils, Bishop’s Action
Foundation, Sport Taranaki,
Te Puni Kokiri, Department
of Internal Affairs and Tui
Ora.
Marcia Millard
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What’s On Listings

ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in Opunake: Playing several days and nights each week. Refer
timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: Tainui Day Centre - St Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman Street Opunake: Each
Monday 10 am - 12:230 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080 or Glenys 6558025
Opunake Friendship Club: Meeting last Monday of each month in Opunake Town Hall at 1.30pm.
All welcome.
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday 10am. Meet outside Club Hotel on Havelock St. Phone
Margaret 027 477 5600 for more info if needed, or just turn up.
Life Drawing Group: Weekly at the Emporium, 86 Tasman St, Opunake 7pm to 9pm. $10 to pay for
the model. Models always wanted; male, female, any age. If anyone is interested please call Marianne
Muggeridge on 06 274 5713.
WEDNESDAYS
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, Opunake: Wednesdays 9am - 5pm, for an appointment call
027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
Okato & District Historical Society open every Wednesday: At the Okato Community Trust Hall,
47 Cumming St, Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566.
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 10.30am-3pm at the
Opunake Business Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, Okato 4.30 to 6.30pm.
THURSDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers: Meet 2nd Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling Club.
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, Manaia: Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11
Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High
Street, Eltham.
Singer Songwriters, New Plymouth: Last Friday of the month at Little Theatre, 29 Aubrey St, NP
from 7-11pm.
WEEKENDS
The Historic Cape Light & Museum: Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea.
APRIL 13 TO MAY 7
‘Going with the Flow’: At the Village Gallery, Eltham.
APRIL 16 TO AUGUST 15
1896 - Christopher Aubrey’s Taranaki Exhibition: At Puke Ariki, New Plymouth.
MAY 9
Hyway 45 Cruisers Show ‘n Shine: Rahotu Domain, 10am-2pm.
MAY 11 TO JUNE 4
Autumn Exhibition: At The Village Gallery, Eltham.
MAY 18
A Refresher Course for Older Drivers: At St Barnabas Hall, Opunake. Contact Age Concern
Taranaki, 0800 243 625 to enrol.
MAY 29
Pungareeree No1 reserve Meeting of owners: Novatel Hotel, New Plymouth, 10am.
JUNE 4 TO 6
Coastal Rugby 25 Year Celebrations: Rahotu Domain.
JUNE 22
Opunake Beach Carnival Committee AGM: 7pm at Sandford Event Centre, Opunake.

Sustainable Funding & Tips For Grant Success
A FREE Seminar
For Non-profits, Trusts, Clubs, Societies & Community Organisations
What we will cover

An introduction to sustainable income streams
Who are the main funders in the Taranaki region
Practical tips on how to search for grant funders and the tools
available
Top tips for grant applications - What to do and what not to do

Schedule
Stratford: Wednesday 12 May - 11:00am - 12:30pm
Stratford: Wednesday 12 May - 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Waitara: Thursday 13 May - 10:30am - 12:00pm
New Plymouth: Thursday 13 May - 5:30pm - 7:00pm
New Plymouth: Monday 17 May - 1:30pm - 3:00pm
Pātea: Tuesday 18 May - 10:30am - 12:00pm
Inglewood: Tuesday 25 May - 5:30pm - 7:00pm
Ōpunakē: Thursday 3 June - 10:30am - 12:00pm
Hāwera: Thursday 3 June - 5:30pm - 7:00pm
The Wheelhouse is a partnership of
Taranaki capacity building organisations.

wheelhouse.org.nz/training
Contact: Marcia
Email: manager@wheelhouse.org.nz
Phone or text: 027 789 4351
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PUBLIC NOTICES

He Pānui
2021 Trustee By-election
Te Kāhui o Taranaki Trust (the Trust) is the PSGE entity established to
receive and manage the Treaty settlement assets of Taranaki Iwi. It replaces
the former Taranaki Iwi Trust.
Nominations are now being called to fill a casual vacancy for one Trustee of the Trust due to a recent
resignation. The successful candidate will serve a term of 2 years, which will expire at the 2023 AGM.
Nominations must be made on an official nomination form and close at 5pm on Monday 31 May 2021.
Candidates must meet the eligibility criteria set out in rule 2.1 of the Second Schedule of the Trust Charter.
Those eligibility criteria are outlined on the nomination form. The Trust will give further notification of the
election process after nominations have closed.
Membership Registration
The Trust also takes this opportunity to invite all adults of Taranaki Iwi descent who have not already
registered, to do so by completing a registration form. Registration forms and nomination papers can be
sourced from the following:
Te Kāhui o Taranaki Trust office
1 Young St
New Plymouth
Ph 06 751 4285
www.taranaki.iwi.nz

CLASSIFIEDS
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DO YOU HAVE
ENOUGH GRASS?

• Are you concerned about your Fertiliser budget?
• Is your farm growing to its maximum
growth potential?
(Grass is still your most profitable feed source)
• Do you need to change your Fert program to meet
industry standards?

Frustration causes stress
Let me help you

The Returning Officer
electionz.com Ltd
PO Box 3138, Christchurch
Ph 0800 666 035
iro@electionz.com

Opunake and Districts Foodbank AGM
25th May 2021
3.30pm CoastalCare Community Lounge
All welcome, tea and coffee provided
Parcel and shopping volunteers needed.
Secretary needed

Okato/Oakura Co-operating Parish
Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays each month
Oakura - St James - 9am Bible Reading, Prayer and
Reflection every Tuesday
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays each month
Okato - St Pauls - 10.30am Fellowship time 3rd Thursday of
each month
Okato - St Pauls - 6.30pm Silent Prayer and Reflection 3rd
Thursday of each month
Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: 8.30am every 2nd and 4th Sundays
of the month
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday
Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st, 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)
Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am
All welcome
St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays
The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday
Come along or contact
Belinda Philp
027 935 6191
St. Barnabas Anglican Church
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am
Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday
Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall.
Everyone welcome

TRADES & SERVICES
LAWNMOWING,
and
section maintenance by local
contractor SOS. Free quote.
Ph 027 605 8437.
HCL
BUILDERS
for
concrete work. Ph 027 236
7129.
HCL BUILDERS for all
kitchens. Ph 027 236 7129.
McNEIL DECORATING
– for all your painting
and decorating. Ph: Jason
McNeil 027 233 4584.
COASTAL
GIB
STOPPERS. Phone Glenn
027 524 5745
BUDGET
ADVICE
available by appointment,
home visits or at Coastal
Care ofﬁce. Phone 0800 333
048.

Next Meeting is on
June 14, 2021
at 5.30pm
Hughsons & Associates
Boardroom at the
Opunake Business Centre,
23 Napier St, Opunake
(opposite the Coastal Care
Medical Centre)

Independent Consultant

Next issue of
the Opunake &
Coastal News
May 20

GRAZING

CHURCH NOTICES
Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month
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CARPETS second hand,
large selection After Disaster
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP.
Phone (06) 769 9265

TRADES & SERVICES
P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD

Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader,
National Certificates in Forest Operations,
Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on
what your trees are worth $$$
Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

Grazing Available

For May to May heifers.

Graze with me and watch your investment grow by
receiving monthly report and all animal health will be
taken care of

Ph Richard
027 510 9667

SITUATIONS VACANT

DELIVERY PEOPLE NEEDED

We need a reliable delivery person/s to deliver
our fortnightly newspaper to Manaia
Please phone 06 761 7016. Ask for Rolland.
ARE YOU AN experienced
AB Technician? CRV is
seeking experienced techs to
join our team as contractors
for spring mating.
If you have 3 years +
experience and are keen to
take a local contract run,
give Karen Wightman a call
at CRV on 0800 262 733.

Local news, local people,
local businesses, local
sport, local arts and
events.
Delivered free around
the mountain every
fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016
23 Napier St, Opunake

WANTED TO BUY

Stevenson Calf Rearing

MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED
Picking up 24/7
Our tanker handles large volumes

Ph. Mark or Trish on 0800 350 340 or txt
027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz
Troy Stevenson 027 469 7636
E: troystevo@gmail.com
SCRAP METAL - for all
scrap metal Taranaki wide,
give us a call. Molten Metals
(06) 751 5367.
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

The Newspaper
Taranaki
Likes Best

MERIT CARS

2013 SUBARU IMPREZA 1.6L AWD:

High Grade Impreza in Excellent Condition
Auto, Boxer Engine, ABS Brakes, Dual Airbags,
Stability Control, 85km

ONLY $12,995

2013 VOLKSWAGON POLO GTi
1.4 HOT HATCH
Turbo Engine, Tiptronic Automatic,
Alloy Wheels, NZ Stereo, 94km
S15, 995

Thursday, May 6, 2021
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2011 NISSAN DUALIS 20G
CROSSRIDER
270KW, 6.0 GEN-4, Alloy, V8 Engine, Tiptronic Auto 2.0, 6sp, Auto, Beautiful, Easy Access,
with Sport Shift, Sounds as good as it looks
Easy drive, 78km
$21,995
NOW ONLY $16, 995
2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE
CALAIS-V 6.0 V8 AUTO

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR QUALITY VEHICLES .
FINANCE & INSURANCE FROM ZERO DEPOSIT AND ALL ON
ROAD COSTS INCLUDED IN PRICE

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

2008 HONDA ELYSION VG LOW
KM 8 SEATER:

Beautiful Hi Spec Example. Auto, QuadCam, 24
Valve, iVtec, V6, EFI, Variable Valve Timing,
Power Steering, 74km

ONLY $13,995

2008 HONDA JAZZ 1.5 SPORT
NZ NEW LOW KMS:

7 Stage Tiptronic , Reversing Camera,
Parking Sonar, Air Conditioning, Alloy Wheels,
84km

ONLY $10,995

2013 FORD KUGA TITANIUM 4WD:

11 GOLF TSI: 1.4 66km
$11,995

2011 MAZDA BIANTE G8 Seater

2.5 Turbo 5 Cylinder Automatic 5 Stage Tiptronic, 5
Cylinder, Double Overhead Cam, 20 Valve, Duratec, P/S,
Power Windows & Mirrors, Central Locking,
Climate Control Air Con, CD Player, ABS Brakes, Dual
Airbags, Electronic Stability Control, 50km

2.0 Auto dual electric sliding doors,
higrade 82km
NOW ONLY $14,995

2007 MAZDA CX7 SPORTS
CRUISING
2.3 Turbo, 6 Stage Auto. Leather, active cruise
control, Low kms
Was $12,995 NOW S11, 995

ONLY
$22,995
2011 SUZUKI SWIFT GLXA NZ NEW:

Automatic ,Variable Valve Timing, Electronic
Fuel Injection, Power Steering, Power
Windows & Mirrors, Central Locking,
ONLY $8995

2011 MAZDA PREMACY 20S 7 SEATER

2.0 Auto, 86km
NOW $11,995

1.5 Tiptronc Auto, DOHC, Variable valve timing, EFI, P/S, Power
windows and mirrors, Remote central locking, A/C, CD player,
Cruise control, ABS brakes, Air bags, Tinted windows, Spoiler,
64km

2004 VW TOUAREG 3.2 V6 4WD NZ
NEW SVU
Tiptronic Auto, 24 Valve, V6, EFI, P/S, Power windows and
mirrors, Central locking, Dual A/C, Leather trim, Electric seats,
Heated seats, Multiple air bags, ABS Brakes, Stability control,

$9,995

SPECIAL $9,995

2008 TOYOTA RACTIS GL PACKAGE:

Alloy wheels, AWD, Towbar

EASY ACCESS, EASY DRIVE
WITH WHEEL CHAIR HOIST IN
REAR

AU-8821720AD
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You can now approve or submit changes to your ad within the ATOL system at a time that suits you. Just follow the link in
your ad proof email to view your ad, then click the APPROVE or CORRECTIONS button right from there - no new emails required!

