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The National Party looks set
to form another Coalition
Government, winning by an
increased percentage of the vote
on election night of 48.1%. This
was an increase of 3.1% on the
2008 General Election. They
will have 60 MPs elected.

The Labour Party will be
disappointed by their share of
the vote – just 27% - a drop of
7% since 2008. Their total is 34
MPs.

However, although many
opinion polls predicted that
National could govern alone by
exceeding 50%, this was not
reflected in the voting. Prime
Minister John Keys’  coalition
partners are ACT (John Banks),
United Future (Peter Dunne)
and the Maori Party have not yet
reached a decision.

National returned comfortably
The other party to increase

its share of the vote is the
Greens Party led by Dr Russel
Norman and Metiria Turei.
This time they won 10.6% of
the vote – up from their 2008
percentage of 6.7. They will
have 13 parliamentarians – all
List MPs.

One of the surprises of this
election is the New Zealand
Party, which garnered 6.7%
of the vote to yield 8
parliamentarians – all List
MPs. Last election they failed
to attain the 5% threshold so
were entitled to no List MPs,
having also not won any
electorates. Winston Peter,
the leader, has said he will not
join any coalition
government and Mr Key has
ruled out working with Mr

Peters.
Several of the minor parties

will be disappointed with their
showing. The ACT, United
Future and Maori Parties have
also lost their respective share
of the vote. Ironically, ACT’s
leader Dr Brash did not make
it, despite colleague John
Banks winning the electorate
seat of Epsom. ACT received
just 1.1% of the vote – down
from 3.65% at the 2008
election.

 The Conservative Party
gained 2.8% of the vote –
although shy of the threshold
to obtain List MPs.

Mana Party’s leader Hone
Harawira won his electorate
seat. Last election he was
elected to a Maori electorate,
but broke from his original
party (Maori Party) following
a disagreement with the
hierarchy.

Chester Borrows who held his seat for
Whanganui.

Tariana Turia who held the Te Tai Hauauru
seat for the Maori Party.

Andrew Little who won a position as  List MP
for the Labour Party, although he lost to
Jonathan Young in the New Plymouth
electorate.

Shane Ardern who won Taranaki King
Country contest.

Jonathan Young who retains
New Plymouth.

Continued page 3

Mine! The Ranfurly
Shield at Coastal
Taranaki School, p. 5.

The Sex Fiend is still on.
See review back page.

Colonel Malone immortal-
ised in bronze page 7.

Don’t sell our assets.
See editorial  page 2

There is just one issue
of the Opunake &
Coastal News left for the
year.

It will be published on
December 15.

This is usually a
bumper issue which
covers the Christmas and
New Year period.

It’s also a last
opportunity to target
Christmas  shoppers.

And get in your
Christmas messages.

Deadline for copy is
Friday, December 9.

One
issue to
go
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Opunake & Coastal News
is proudly printed by
APN Print - Wanganui

Phone 0800 111 500   www.apnprint.co.nz

Eltham Message Church
Pastor Richard Oliver

We are an independent Bible Believing Church
All are most welcome

MEETINGS:
Sundays at 38 Tayler Street,

Eltham at 10.30am.

Phone 06 764 7358
for other Bible Studies.

www.messgechurch.com

AT THE HOUSE
Alterations & additions
Decks
Renovations
Driveways, fences, landscaping
New roofs
Aluminium window replacement
Registered Master Builder

Doug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building ContractorsDoug Fowell Building Contractors
74 Kauae St ,  Manaia

CONTACT DOUG & THE TEAM TO
DISCUSS YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
WITH A FREE NO OBLIGATION
CONSULTATION

Mob 0274 848 438
Ph/ Fax (06) 274 8031

Free phone 0800 84 84 38
Email;

dougfowellbuidingcontractors@xtra.co.nz

ON THE FARM
Effluent sumps & Drive in sand traps

Feed pads, bunkers and silage pits

Load out ramps

Pole buildings

Cowsheds

Insurance work

Complete farm building maintenance

& repair

All work, Dairy Company, TRC &

Dairy Code
of Practice compliant.

All our experience with farm develop-
ment construction is yours for the
asking.

Gail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock AgentGail Drought - Livestock Agent
4036 Main South Road, Opunake | Ph: 06 761 7012 | Fax: 06 761 7018

Mob: 0274 509 108 | Email: seaviewfarm@xtra.co.nz

Next issue of Opunake & Coastal News
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2011
Deadline for adverts and editorial,

Friday, December 9.

Registered office:     23 Napier Street, Opunake
             PO Box 74, Opunake

Telephone and Fax:  (06) 761-7016  a/h ph: (06) 761-8206
e-mail:             opunakecoastalnews@gmail.com
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Journalists     Rolland McKellar

    Kathryn Stanley

Delivery:                        Thursday, fortnightly
Published by Bernice McKellar.  Registered as a newspaper.
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New Zealand.

The Opunake and Coastal News
is distributed free to every home
and business within the rural
area bounded in the north by
the New Plymouth city border,
extending east to Egmont Vil-
lage, and around to the edge of
Stratford, south to the Hawera
city border and inland to
Kaponga and through Eltham.
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TOLL FREE
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$1300GrantsAvailable toEligibleHomes

Call for a

FREE measure

& quote!! .....
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She couldn’t understand
what God was asking. She
was to have a baby. She
questioned the messenger.
“But I haven’t had sex with a
man, how could this be?”

The messenger replied that
God’s Holy Spirit would
father the child.

Joseph’s girlfriend was
pregnant, and he was upset.
He had kept the relationship
pure, within the strict
religious beliefs of both
families. Mary too had
seemed to want to wait until
they were married. But here
she was pregnant.

Joseph was really furious,
he had been let down, made
a fool of by this girl who he
thought loved him. But true
love is the strongest of all
feelings, the strongest of all
powers. True love cares for

A lamb for Christmas
the other person more than
self. He cared more that she
should not be stoned, as the
law demanded, than his hurt
feelings. He started to plan
where to send her to have her
baby and be safe.

And then Joseph dreamed
a dream so real he knew it
was from God. No man had
been involved in Mary’s
pregnancy, nor had Mary
herself. What was growing in
her was by the Holy Spirit.

This was not a human baby
with its father’s blood or
mother’s genes. This was a
human baby from a God
created fertilised egg and as
such carried none of the
original curse.

It wasn’t a son in the sense
of a separate person as a
normal father and son are.
This was God condescending
down from eternity and into
time. It was God being born
of woman as we all were.
And it wasn’t God the Father
who was the Father of Jesus
it was the Holy Ghost. And
Jesus was God the Father in
human form.

It had to be that way. When
the book of life had to be
redeemed in Revelation 5 no
man, no woman, was found
worthy. But the one who sat
alone on the throne of heaven
stepped forward into time
becoming a Lamb born in a
stable of a virgin. With no
original sin He didn’t need to
die. But He was slain by
religion and politics. In doing
so He alone was worthy to
redeem the book, and us.

Ref: Matthew 1 v18 -23,
Revelation 4 v2 & 5 v1-7

Richard Oliver
Pastor Eltham Message

Church
www.messagechurch.com

Your report on fracking (17
November) suggests that the
“tide is turning” against the
hydraulic fracturing of rocks,
which is occasionally used
during oil and gas exploration.

You may be interested in a
report issued 24 November by
the Taranaki Regional
Council, and independently
peer reviewed by scientists at
GNS Science, which has
given the oil and gas
exploration industry a clean
bill of health in the use of
hydraulic fracturing.

An assessment of the 28
wells that were fracked in
Taranaki over a 10 year period
from 2001 to 2011 shows no
evidence of environmental
damage. All these operations
were carried out in deep rock
formations that were hundreds
of metres below the much
shallower freshwater aquifers.
The report concludes that if
hydraulic fracturing

operations are carried out
properly there is little
environmental risk.

The people quoted in your
article base their opposition
to hydraulic fracturing on
experience overseas, which
industry in New Zealand has
repeatedly said has no
bearing on what happens
here. The TRC report
supports our assertion.

Our industry will continue
to monitor its activities
carefully and has a strong
commitment to conducting
all operations in a safe and
environmentally responsible
way.

John Pfahlert
Executive Officer

Petroleum Exploration
and Production Association

PO Box 5227
Wellington

04 472 1993
www.pepanz.org

Fracking – the turning tide

There is minimal public
support for asset sales – partial
or otherwise, according to all
recent opinion polls.

The arguably unlamented
Lange/Douglas Government
of the 1980s made extensive
asset sales an art form, but
eventually paid a heavy
electoral price. The rest of us
are still paying. It was a
mistake then, a mistake when
continued by the Bolger
Government, and is a mistake
now.

Does anyone truly believe
the suggestion that shares held
by ‘Mum and Dad’ investors
won’t ultimately end up in
overseas investor’s hands. I
think the apt expression is
‘Yeah right’!

Of course overseas
borrowing needs to be
addressed - and urgently.
However, there are other
options that can reduce
spending. For example,
‘crying out’ to be implemented
is the imposition of a means
test on Superannuation. There
is no need - and it is a waste of
taxpayers’ money - to pay the
likes of Sir Bob Jones
Superannuation now that he is
65 plus.

At the end of the day
Superannuation is a benefit
and should be there for those
in need (Not for those who
don’t need it). However, the
cap should be kept quite high
– perhaps for those earning
over $150,000 per annum.

EDITORIAL

Asset sales –
please reconsider

Also, the cut off threshold
should be periodically
reviewed in the light of
inflation and the like.

There are other measures
that could be enacted to save
money and thereby reduce the
need to borrow so much. How
about setting the principal that
no one in the public sector
should be allowed to earn
more than the leader of the
nation – the Prime Minister
who earns over $400,000pa.
There are numbers of high
level earners in the public
sector who are paid more than
that, such as high level
managers and CEOs, to say
nothing of the likes of high
court judges who are on
obscenely high salaries (over
$600,000).

And how about making the
Higher Salaries Commission
accountable to the long -
suffering tax payers whose
money they allocate in such a
seemingly extravagant
manner. At present they seem
a faceless group - they should
be elected officials.

Also, a fairer tax system
needs to be devised that
ensures everyone’s paying
their whack.

Anyway, let’s hope the
newly elected Government
can rethink their asset sales
intentions and heed the
opinions of the majority of
political leaders, such as
Russel Norman, Phil Goff,
Tariana Turia and Winston
Peters - and not proceed.

Have you ever been guilty of
looking at others your own age and
thinking, surely I can’t look that
old? well......you’ll love this one! 

My name is Alice Smith and I
was sitting in the waiting room for
my first appointment with a new
dentist. I noticed his dental
diploma, which bore his full name.

Suddenly, I remembered a tall,
handsome, dark haired boy with
the same name had been in my
secondary school class some 30-
odd years ago. 

Could he be the same guy that I
had a secret crush on, way back
then?

Upon seeing him, however, I
quickly discarded any such
thought.

This balding, grey haired man
with the deeply lined face was far

Age.... too old to have been my
classmate. After he examined
my teeth, I asked him if he had
attended Morgan Park
Secondary School . 

‘Yes, yes I did. I’m a
morganner! ‘he beamed with
pride. 

‘When did you leave to go to
college?’ I asked

He answered, in 1965. Why
do you ask?

‘You were in my class!’ I
exclaimed.

He looked at me closely.
Then the ugly, 
old,
bald,
wrinkled,
fat, 
grey haired,
decrepit,
blighter asked..  
‘What did you teach?’
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ALUMINIUM
JOINERY

• Windows
• Bi-Folds
• Sliding Doors
• Entrance Doors
• Conservatories
• Garage Doors
• Inserts/Retro Fitting

Call today for a free

measure and quote

Ph: (06) 758 8073
Fax (06) 758 4157

Email: andrew@rylocknp.co.nz
Web: www.rylock.co.nz

IN YOUR AREA

EVERY WEEK.

Phone Geoff or Ross on 027 481 4638 or
06 278 5229, Fax (06) 278 5229,
email geoffsharpcomputing@xtra.co.nz

152 SOUTH ROAD, HAWERA152 SOUTH ROAD, HAWERA

SAME DAY SERVICE FOR ALL
• Computer repairs
• Virus Removal
• Laptop Sales
• Computer Sales
• Printer Sales

Over 30 years experience between us.
We keep Taranaki on line.  Established for 18 years.

WE LOOK AFTER THE RURAL CUSTOMERS.

MONDAY - FRIDAY
                Hawera – Eltham – Stratford – Inglewood – N/P  -  Airport
                 6.45am    7.00am     7.10am       7.30am      8.00am   8.20am*

                  6.30pm    6.45pm     6.55pm       7.15pm     7.35pm   8.00pm**

THURSDAY – MONDAY
                   10.00am   10.15am   10.25am   10.45am   11.15am   11.35am*

      *Connects to Auckland

MONDAY – FRIDAY
                     N/P  -  Airport – Inglewood – Stratford – Eltham – Hawera

             8.00am  8.20am    8.45am        9.05am       9.15am       9.30am
                7.35pm  8.00pm    8.30pm        8.50pm       9.05pm      9.15pm**

 THURSDAY – MONDAY
                   Airport – N/P  -  Inglewood – Stratford – Eltham – Hawera

                     2.05pm    2.30pm     2.55pm       3.15pm       3.25pm   3.40pm**

**Connects from Auckland

Book at your local I-site, Travel Agent, N/P Bus Centre
 Or  PH 0508 GO LOCAL

New Name
New Times

New Services
New Buses

Same
Friendly
Service

South Taranaki Timetable

The current system MMP
(Mixed Member
Proportional) has been
retained with about 53.8% of
the vote. The percentage
against was 42.6%, with
3.6% informal votes cast.

Taranaki returns all
incumbents

New Plymouth electorate
was the most marginal in NZ
and keenly watched.
However, incumbent
Jonathan Young has won
comfortably, polling 16,205
votes – well ahead of his
nearest opponent Andrew
Little with 12,027 – 4178
adrift. The Green Party’s
Geoff Steedman was a
distant third with 1,105
votes.

Whanganui was held with
ease by incumbent Chester
Borrows with 15,493 votes.
Former Mastermind winner
Hamish McDoull of Labour

National returned comfortably
Referendum retains

MMP

We farewell Labour List Member of Parliament Rick
Barker  who has written a regular column in the
Opunake & Coastal News  and wish him the very best
for the future.

Continued from page 1

was second with 10,604.
Third and fourth was quite

close with Greens John
Milnes (1,258) holding off

NZ First’s Ian Brougham
(1,027).

National Party’s Shane
Arden has easily retained his
Taranaki-King Country seat
with 19,187 votes. Labour List
MP Rick Barker secured 5,178
votes for second place. The
Green Party’s Robert Moore
came third with 2,491 votes.
Labour’s nation-wide share of
the vote is too low for Rick
Barker to retain his List MP
position.

The Maori Party’s Tariana
Turia has retained the Te Tai
Hauauru seat with 6,654 votes,
heading off Labour’s Soraya
Peke-Mason with 4,220 votes
in second place. The Green
Party’s Jack Tautokai came
third with 1,574 votes ahead
of Frederick Timutimu (Mana)
with 1,156 votes.

With special and overseas
votes still be counted these
numbers will, no doubt,
change a little. However, the
overall result is unlikely to
change.

Naleeah Gillum and Summer won Junior
Champion lamb and Reserve Champion overall lamb
at the Opunake  Primary Calf and Lamb Day  not
Camryn Redin as published in a previous issue.
Camryn did however win first place for junior lamb
leading. We apologise for this error.

Editor

This very affectionate young male cat is looking for a good

home. Very friendly and would make a great pet. Almost

a year old.

Phone 027 466 2033

A real sweetie

Correction
If people do not receive

their Opunake &
Coastal News by
Thursday night could
they please notify the
Opunake & Coastal
News on (06) 761 7016
(day) or (06) 761 8206.

Newspaper
delivery

To
advertise

phone
(06)

761 7016

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS



Thursday, December 1, 2011 OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS4    NEWS
MAYORAL COMMENT

Contracting LTD
INGRAMSINGRAMSINGRAMSINGRAMSINGRAMS

PERMANENTPERMANENTPERMANENTPERMANENTPERMANENT

HIREHIREHIREHIREHIRE

BINSBINSBINSBINSBINS

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
• Ph (06) 278-4786  •  027 4458 701  •

A/Hrs (06) 278-7063  Collins Street •  Hawera

NP Mayor Harry Duynhoven

Introducing the

NAKI DOG LOG $6

TARANAKI PET FOODS LTD

 (06) 751-2779
67 Hurford Road, Omata

ENQUIRE FOR BULK MEAT ORDERS.

Dogs love them!
OPEN Mon-Fri  8am-6pm Sat 10am-2pm

CLOSED Friday, December 23-January 9, 2012

2.6 kg approx

Guaranteed 60% meat products

       Season’s Greetings       Season’s Greetings       Season’s Greetings       Season’s Greetings       Season’s Greetings

54 Rata Street
Inglewood

Taranaki 4330

PATRICIA LEWIS
pixielittlehouseflowers@yahoo.com
PHONE  (06) 756 8761

HAWERA - PH 06 278 8488
170 High St, Countdown Carpark, Hawera

25% OFF FABRICS
If made in our sewing room.

Selected companies fabrics:
• Pegasus • Estate • Ken Bimler

• Charles Parsons • Rowe

• Warwick • Maurice Kain • Hoad

Also
20% OFF MARTEC Decorator
tracks and rods.
Ask about our Uniline
Blind Specials.

NEW PLYMOUTH - PH 06 757 5532
300 Devon St East - Northgate Court

Professional Drape
Group Member

For measures carried out in December.

Around the
Mountain

Service

Around the
Mountain

Service

Ask aboutour carpetspecials,Hawera
branch.

  This is my final column for
2011, as we enter the last few
weeks before Christmas!

It’s been a very busy year
in New Plymouth District
with various projects taking
place – big and small

infrastructure work, cultural
developments, and big-issue
decisions such as the use of
fluoride in our drinking
water.

However 2011 will mostly
be remembered for the
Rugby World Cup and the
three games at Stadium
Taranaki – and also for the
way communities around the
region (and the country)
embraced the tournament and
had an enormous amount of
fun along the way.

So after helping to host
such a mammoth event, it
seems only fitting that we
end the year with another big
event: The TSB Bank
Festival of Lights!

On 18 December the lights

will switch on in Pukekura
Park, with the associated
Summer Scene starting on 23
December and the On Stage
evening entertainment
programme on Boxing Day.

The Light Up Your Home
Christmas Light Trail will be
running again, which is your
chance to expand the lights
festival from the park and
bring it into your garden.

Everything you need to
know about this year’s
festival will be in the
brochure, which is arriving in
every letterbox in New
Plymouth District within the
next week.

No matter what your age,
there will be activities during
the festival for you to enjoy

– so be sure to come along!
(You can also keep up with

what’s happening online at
festivaloflights.co.nz, or
download the Festival of
Lights Smartphone app from
the App Store or Android
market from mid-
December.)

I, for one, am looking
forward to warmer, more
settled weather over the
Christmas and New Year
period, and enjoying our
great outdoors. I hope to see
you out and about too!

I wish you all a wonderful
Christmas, and a relaxing
and safe New Year.

Mayor Harry Duynhoven
New Plymouth District

Health Expo well attended

Clairvoyant David Mead from Tauranga doing a reading
for Helen Baylis at the Coastal Lifestyle Expo Day held in
the Oaonui Hall.

There was a range of items for sale at stalls, along with
various practitioners offering a range of therapies through from
reiki massage through to clairvoyants.

There was also a bouncy castle outside to entertain the chil-
dren.

RIGHT:

M a r g a r e t
Broomhall and
g r a n d a u g h t e r
Summer Broomhall at
the Coastal Lifestyle
Expo held at Oaonui
Hall last Saturday.

Margaret, who is
from Kaponga, makes
the candles from soy
wax.

Sales had been
“fairly good” she said
over the day.

Three seems to be the
South Taranaki District
Council’s lucky number.
After having been a finalist
for the last 3 consecutive
years the Council took third
place for the medium-large
workplace catergory at the
national JRA Best
Workplaces Awards held
last night in Auckland.

“This is the third year we
have been a finalist and it
gets tougher to keep
increasing what are already,
quite high levels of
employee engagement,”
says Council  chief
executive Craig Stevenson.

“We seem to be doing
things in threes - we were
placed 9th in 2009, 6th in
2010 and now 3rd in 2011,
so bring on 2012,” says Mr
Stevenson.  Mr Stevenson
says the result is great news
for a number of reasons. “A
highly engaged workforce
is more productive, more
innovative and more highly
committed and these factors
result in better service to
our citizens,” he says. “A

Council makes top 3
further benefit is the ability
for the organisation to
attract high calibre
employees. Good people
want to work for good
organisations.”

Mr Stevenson believes
the reason why the Council
has rated so highly comes
down to the quality of its
people and the strong
organisational culture that
exits.

“We are one big,
professional family with a
very positive can – do
attitude. People have that
positive attitude when they
feel they are being valued
and they are making an
important contribution.
Our people are totally
committed to doing their
best for our residents,” he
says.

The Council also took
out the Employer of
Choice Award at the
Westpac Taranaki
Chamber of Commerce
Business Awards held last
month.

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR
CHRISTMAS ADVERT IN ?

PHONE/FAX
(06) 761-7016
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Everlasting Memories
- M O N U M E N T A L I S T S -

268 Devon St East, New Plymouth  Phone & Fax : (06) 759 9975

heather@everlasting.co.nz

www.everlasting.co.nz

600 x 450 x 75 headstone on 750 x 300 x 100  base.

Cnr Collins & High Sts,  Hawera   Phone: (06) 278-5518

Anderson’s
MONUMENTALISTS

daryl@nzheadstones.co.nz
sharron@nzheadstones.co.nz

www.nzheadstones.co.nz

$1363  Includes lettering and GST

BROPHY  BUILDERS
For new homes, roofing,

alterations, kitchens, decks
and all farm buildings.

For all your building requirements phone Phil
6190 South Road, RD 35, Pungarehu

 027 236 7129 or  (06) 763-8777 a/h

For advertising
phone (06) 761 7016

NOW OFFERING A FULL HOME KILL
PROCESSING SERVICE

Mason
Home
Kill Ltd
* Specialising in all cuts,  beef,  pork and mutton
* All offal removed.
NO MESS,  NO FUSS,  JUST CALL USNO MESS,  NO FUSS,  JUST CALL USNO MESS,  NO FUSS,  JUST CALL USNO MESS,  NO FUSS,  JUST CALL USNO MESS,  NO FUSS,  JUST CALL US

Ph (06) 272 6422
or Alister on 027 246 5562

460 Normanby Road, Okaiawa

TARANAKI
WIDE

Formerly Okaiawa Butchery.

Last day

for Bacon & Hams

before Xmas is
Dec 9.

Coastal Taranaki School
(CTS) had a double bonanza
on November 22 – a visit by
award-winning Colin
Cooper, who coaches the
Tenderlink Taranaki Rugby
team, coupled with the ‘log
of wood’ itself – The
Ranfurly Shield.

Colin Cooper won the Su-
preme award at the Taranaki
News Sportsperson of the
Year Awards on November
25.
 The CTS students them-
selves were most enthusias-
tic, with the Shield being an
important focal point – but

not the only one! However,
even more popular than the
Shield was the coach himself
– Colin Cooper, who was in-
undated with young people
seeking his autograph.

Standing back a bit from
the throng was Eloise Hikaka
(aged 10) who commented,
“It’s cool the Shield being
here”. She added, “It’s excit-
ing”.

Principal of CTS, Allan
Miles, was gratified with the
visit. “We’re very privileged
and pleased to have Colin
Cooper here”. He added,
“The kids are buzzing”.

Between signing auto-
graphs Colin came up for air
to make a few comments

about the enthusiastic wel-
come “It’s great – like eve-
rywhere we go”. He is – and
the Shield - partway through
a tour of the schools in the
province.

When asked if he thinks
Taranaki can successfully
defend the Shield he re-
sponded, “That’s the plan.
Preparation is important” –
adding – “We really need to
secure our own players”.

One of the Year 10  stu-
dents, Hamish Kape (aged
14) , made a good point about
the visit.  “It’s good to see the
shield at our school. It’s good
that Taranaki Rugby are not
locking it up (in their trophy
cabinet)”.

Double for Okato- Shield and Colin

The Ranfurly Shield with a little supporter. “No, you can’t
have it back,” she could be thinking.

Coach of the Taranaki Rugby Team, Colin Cooper - fully
occupied signing many autographs at Coastal Taranaki
School in Okato.

At the Regional Transport
Committee meeting held on 17
November a crash analysis
report was presented which
detailed all of the reported
crashes that had occurred within
our three District Council over
the past four years. Of particular
concern were the statistic relative
to South Taranaki. In the 2006 -
2010 period there were 167 in-

jury crashes on local roads re-
sulting in 6 deaths and 36 seri-
ous injuries and on the state high-
ways there were 183 injury
crashes resulting in 15 deaths and
43 serious injuries.

Nearly one third of all fatal and
serious injury accidents - 310 in
total - involved poor handling
and excessive speed  and that
20% were alcohol or drug re-
lated.

 21 Deaths and 79 serious
injury accidents over four years,
with a third being speed related
and 20% alcohol or drug related,
is a concern.

With all of the publicity given
to these factors the message is
not getting through or is just an
attitude problem “it wont happen
to me”

So with the festive and holiday
season almost here, please take
care, drive to the conditions,

obey the speed limits and ensure
that you have a safe sober driver.

 Whilst on transport issues, the
Taranaki Regional Council will
shortly be releasing the Regional
Land Transport Programme for
2012-2015 for consultation,
such to be finalised at the Feb-
ruary meeting. So if you have
concerns on the condition of our
state highways (bridges, curves,
heavy traffic routes) obtain a
copy and have a say.

As you may be or not aware
there is proposed change to the
current ‘Left hand Rule’. This
will occur at 5am on Sunday 25
March, 2012.An intensive pub-
licity campaign will be under-
taken during late February

 If and when you drive through
Eltham  to attend one of our ru-
ral pools ,walk through our parks
or visit Rotokare, don’t for get
to say “cheese” as you could ap-
pear on the newly installed se-
curity cameras.

 On behalf of the Eltham
Community Board I would like
to acknowledge and thank
CAGE and our local Policeman
Mark Taylor for their input in
bringing this project into
operation.

I would encourage all busi-
nesses to get in behind this
project as such is for the benefit
of all. Additional cameras can be

added at minimal cost, so if you
want to be involved please con-
tact a Board member.

As this is my last comment for
2011, to all a very joyous and
safe Christmas shared with fam-
ily and friends.

Cr Gordon Lawson

COUNCILLOR’S COMMENT
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D P Plumbing
Craftsman Plumber

Living locally in Okato

15 years experience

Competitive quotes, prompt service

Phone Duane on
(06) 752-4897 / 021 023 05 021

COASTAL COPS

 Ph our Hawera office on (06) 278-4169  • 26 Wellington St, Hawera
or E-mail: services@hughson.co.nz   www.hughson.co.nz

OPUNAKE OFFICE is OPEN every WED 9.30am-3pm

UGHSON  &  ASSOCIATES

WE ARE YOUR PERSONAL, FRIENDLY FARMING
& BUSINESS ACCOUNTING SPECIALISTS

0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT0800 ACCOUNTANT

                                        2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6     2 2 2 6 8 6

YOURYOURYOURYOURYOUR
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANT

• is a member of the New
Zealand Institute of Chartered
Accountants

• studied for 7 years to achieve
his professional qualification

• is required to undertake on
going professional development

• is bound by a code of ethics
and professional standards

• has a professional
qualification from
New Zealand that is
internationally recognised

Look for the word

“Chartered”
your assurance of quality

Dorothea Henry

Mark G Hughson,
B.B.S., C.A.,  Dip B.S

Okato & Oakura

Well hullo all, we are on
countdown mode of Christ-
mas. Man, I can’t believe how
fast this year has gone - some-
thing about getting older I
have been told.

First things first. As most of
you would know by now I
have a racist sexist scumbag

living in my area who does not
have the guts to put their name
to their handiwork.

For those of you that do not
know what I am talking about,
in the early hours of Tuesday
the 22nd of November the
above mentioned took it upon
themselves to deface a number
of buildings and signs in the
Okato area.

The canvas of choice was a
number of buildings and road
signs. The paint of choice blue
and red spray paint.

I’m not sure if the offender
worked alone or had an ac-
complice, but whoever it was
you need to have a good hard
look at yourself in the mirror.

I am sure that somebody out
there knows who it was and

they need to come forward and
tell me. This sort of behaviour
will not be tolerated.

So if you saw anything sus-
picious in the early hours of
that Tuesday between Okato
and the Puniho straight please
contact me on 75 24111, or if
you know who is responsible
for this tagging and the tagging
at the old school, which ap-
pears to me to be done by the
same gutless wonder, again
contact me on the above
number.

For those of you that can-
not read between the lines this
incident has really disap-
pointed me.

With the school holidays
almost here - to assist me in
doing my job, please take an

interest in what your kids are
doing, where they are going
and who they are hanging out
with. I know that we cannot
always be there with them and
they need to make their own
decisions, but they do need to
know that we care.

Anyway, enough grumbling.
On a bright note I have my
sheep back and they are slowly
eating their way into my
freezer. Can’t wait to have one
of them for dinner.

I hope you all voted. Re-
member, you can’t complain if
you didn’t vote.

Anyway must go. Take care
out there and I look forward to
hearing from somebody about
the above mentioned incidents.

Rich

Constable Rich Corry

Eltham

Hi People,
Again this is a good time to
remind everyone that the fes-
tive season is fast approaching
and the good old work shouts
are starting up. Please plan a
safe ride home if you’re going
to have a few drinks and kick
back. We’ll be running a few
operations targeting road
safety and alcohol related of-
fending in general, so have a
good time, but keep safe.

Domestic incidents seem to
be increasing in the general
area; this may be due to finan-
cial pressures and excessive
alcohol consumption at this
time of year. If things are go-
ing wrong at home, please be
pro active about it and seek
help before if turns into an ‘in-
cident’. Remember there’s a
difference between talking
about an issue and finding
resolution and arguing about it
and finding only confrontation.

Police attended a domestic
violence incident on Conway
Road where a 33 year old fe-
male and a 46 year old male
were arguing over domestic
issues after a drinking session.

Police attended a domestic
violence incident on
Collingwood Street where a
27 year old female and her 22
year old brother were arguing
over domestic issues.

Police were called to a
prowler job in Alamein Street,
Kaponga where someone had
entered a house and been
chased out by a dog. Enquir-
ies are continuing.

An intoxicated 38 year old
male was dealt with for breach
of liquor ban on King Edward
Street.

A theft of confectionery was
reported from Eltham Four
Square. Enquiries are continu-
ing with good camera footage
obtained.

Police attended a four car
crash just North of Eltham on
SH3. Vehicles had slowed for
the road works in the area and
some failed to stop in time.
Safe following distances
would have prevented the in-
cident and minor injuries were
received by a couple of the
drivers.

Police attended a vehicle
driving complaint on Railway
Street where cars have been
doing burnouts. Enquiries are
continuing.

A man was in no shape to
drive after a few too many, so

he wisely left his car parked
and walked home. As he was
walking unsteadily along, he
was stopped by a policeman.
“What are you doing out here
at 2am?” asked the officer.

“I’m going to a lecture,” the
man said.

“And who is going to give a
lecture at this hour?” the cop
asked.

“My wife,” replied the man.
Take care.

 Constables David Lindsay
and Andrew Russ, Eltham

Police

Constable David Lindsay Constable Andrew Russ

DON’T FORGET TO PLACE
YOUR CHRISTMAS ADVERT

IN OUR DEC 15 ISSUE.
PHONE US ON (06) 761-7016.

A light-fingered plant en-
thusiast has put a big dent into
Oakura’s summer plant dis-
play.

During the weekend 18
Xeronema plants were stolen
from the CBD flower beds,
just a week after they had been
installed by New Plymouth
District Council.

 “Oakura’s especially busy
over summer and we wanted
the town’s central area look-
ing great for when the people
start coming through in
droves,” says Manager Parks
Operations Stuart Robertson.

 “Now it’s looking pretty
bare because one person
thought they had more right to
these plants than the entire
community did. It’s pretty an-

noying – especially as the
bottlebrush flowers were just
starting to display.”

Temporary vegetation,
possibly flaxes, will be
planted to fill in the bare ar-
eas for the summer season,
and Council staff will replant
the area next autumn or win-
ter.

Mr Robertson asks anyone
who saw suspicious behav-
iour around the flower beds
to phone the Council.

 “The only people who
should be removing plants
from the district’s flower beds
are the Council staff, who
wear the blue, yellow and
black uniform tops. If you see
anyone else interfering with
vegetation in public area,
please let us know,” he says.

Oakura CBD
looking bare after
plant theft
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06 765 5290
For ALL Your Electrical

Needs!!

Heat Pumps
Generators

Data Logging
AND MORE!!

For all your farm-bike Servicing and Repairs.
I also carry out Servicing and Repairs on late model,

American, European and Japanese Road Bikes.
Remember I can source usually same day:-

TYRES
MUSKET MUFFLERS

CHAIN & SPROCKETS
OILS (Castrol & Mobil products)

BATTERIES (including tractor & truck)
in fact most automotive parts including

BEARINGS & SEALS
PLUGS & FILTERS etc.

I also offer after market Bolt on, dress up, sound good
products for all motorcycles as well as a Quick turn around

welding Service (Local).
Most parts and accessories books to view. So phone Gavin

on 06 752 8054 or visit Warea Road, WAREA

FARMBIKE
SERVICES
(1995 WAREA-OKATO)

GAVIN SHAW

OWNER

Lieutenant Colonel William
George Malone (1859-1915)
stands again – after a fashion.

Well known sculptor Mr E
Fridtjof Hanson has crafted a
lifelike statue, which now stands

at the entrance to Carrington
Walkway, Stratford. The statue
was cast in bronze by Ross

Wilson of Marton. “It’s
wonderful to see it where it
should be”, commented Fridtjof.

The official unveiling of the
statue was held on November 20
– in bright sunlight - and attended
by dignitaries such as Mayor
Neil Volzke and officials from
the Stratford District Council.
The mayor gave an excellent
speech, according to Fridtjof,
who placed  Colonel Malone in
the context of being a notable
Taranaki identity – not just a
brave soldier.

This statue in honour of
Colonel Malone, who was killed
at Gallipoli on August 9, 1915,
was planned by the Malone
Quest Committee, led by P
Peckham – as well as Fridtjof,
of course. The TSB Community
Trust helped with funding for the
project. The project was
supported by the mayor and his
Council.

Accompanying the statue is
also a photo of Colonel Malone
standing outside his bivouac,
shortly before his death.

Colonel Malone commanded
the Wellington Battalion at
Chunuk Bair, Gallipoli. His
death was probably the result of
‘friendly fire’ from allies!

As a young man the English-
born Malone emigrated to NZ
(1879) where he joined his
brother Austin in farming (He
farmed at Cardiff), as well
becoming a qualified lawyer
(1895). He was made a JP in
1892 and played rugby for
Taranaki. He held various
positions in public affairs with
such bodies as the Hawera
County Council.

Malone stands again

This statue of Lieutenant Colonel William Malone was sculpted by Dr E Fridtjof Hanson
of New Plymouth. It was officially unveiled on November 20.

Climate Justice Taranaki is not
surprised by the Taranaki
Regional Council’s (TRC)
report today saying that fracking
is safe given their track record
of negligent monitoring.

“Our stance always remains
that TRC will not find adverse
effects because their insufficient
policy, monitoring requirements
and breach response plans and
their lack of public consultation
avoids the finding of any adverse
effects. So of course TRC can
report no damage as they have
made it almost impossible to find
any,” said Emily Bailey, a
spokesperson for the group.

“The industry always claimed
that fracking is safe because it
takes place thousands of metres

away from fresh water aquifers.
At the Manutahi wells in South
Taranaki, the distance between
fresh water and where fracking
took place was only 257 metres!
Furthermore, the report
mentions the possibility of
leakage from the hydraulic
fracturing well-casing due to
defective installation or
cementing. This is exactly what
happened at a Cheal well a
couple of years ago and should
be an alarm bell for all of us
living in Taranaki.”

“Peak oil has caused a mad
increase in dangerous fossil fuel
extraction methods in Aotearoa
and we do not want to see farm
animals or people dying from
drinking leaked frack fluid, or

having their houses explode
from leaking gas, as is happening
elsewhere in the world. Water
contamination and greenhouse
gas emissions are not acceptable
‘best practices’ and we want to
see an immediate moratorium on
fracking until it can be
independently proven beyond
any doubt that it is safe.”

“We would also like to note
that there is a strong
collaboration between the
Taranaki Regional Council and
the industry. The Petroleum
Exploration and Production
Association of New Zealand
(PEPANZ) had their media
statements released before the
report was even available on the
council website. This is

indicative of a council who puts
the interests of greedy
companies before protecting
the environment.”

“The report amounts to
nothing given that it is basically
the frackers saying that
fracking is safe based on their
own numbers and reports. If a
government released a report
with information from the
nuclear energy industry that
concludes that nuclear waste is
safe (as long as there are no
incidents), would the public
take this PR propaganda
seriously? One has to wonder
whether the Taranaki Regional
Council is controlled by the
public or by private
corporations.”

Fracking not safe says Climate Justice TaranakiFracking not safe says Climate Justice TaranakiFracking not safe says Climate Justice TaranakiFracking not safe says Climate Justice TaranakiFracking not safe says Climate Justice Taranaki

A Heritage Strategy
discussion document has been
released to the public, as of
Wednesday the 23rd of
November, by the Council’s
Policy Committee. This
discussion document provides
an opportunity for the public to
have their say on how heritage
is managed in New Plymouth
District.

“Heritage is a key part of our
identity so it’s important that the

public help shape our final
strategy,” says Manager
Corporate Strategy and Policy,
Maureen Crombie.

 “The strategy will cover built
heritage, natural heritage and
cultural heritage, and will spell
out the Council’s role and
services in managing them for
the benefit of current and future
generations.”

People can have their say
online via newplymouthnz.com/

heritage, or pick up the
discussion document and
feedback form from the council
offices. The consultation closes
on 22 December.

The discussion document
covers a wide range of heritage
issues for the public to consider.
The built heritage section ranges
from heritage buildings,
earthquake strengthening and
cemeteries through to urban
view shafts and areas with

heritage character. Natural
heritage includes trees,
significant natural areas,
Pukekura Park and waterways.
Cultural heritage covers
archaeological and waahi tapu
sites, the collections at Puke
Ariki and the Govett-Brewster
Art Gallery, and heritage trails.

 “There are many more topics
within each of these three
sections, along with specific
questions that we’d like
feedback,” says Maureen.

District’s Heritage Management Open for Public Feedback

BRIAN CRAWFORD
CONTRACTING LTD
• Truck and trailer for general cartage.
• Digger Hire, Tractor-Trailer Hire.
• Race Fines, Tanker Track Metal and
  Drainage Chip.
Cultivation
• Ploughing• Rock Crushing • Roller Drill
• Undersow or Direct Drill • Levelling
• Rotohill- Giant Discing
Silage
Pit or Stack Silage with Loader Wagons
Rolling Stack
Round Silage Single Wrap
Single bale stacking
Round Hay,  Square Hay
Scatter
Raking
Mowing

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL !!

 506 NGARIKI ROAD,  RD 34,  RAHOTU

PHONE/FAX:  06 763-8868

MOBILE: 0274 447 482
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Robert England on Wednesday and Fridays,
for buying and selling Houses, Farms and Businesses;
Trusts; Wills and Estates.

Neal Harding on Thursday, for Residential Sales and
Purchases; Family, District, and Criminal Court matters;
Civil and Business matters.

Our Opunake Office is attended by:

Trevor Irwin on Tuesdays, for Family and Matrimonial
Matters, Buying & Selling houses, Wills and general legal
matters.

Thomson O’NeilL
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S
FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

30 Tasman Street,

Opunake

Ph:  761-8823

& Co.

WE LOVE YOUR JUNK

Ph: (06) 764-8303 or 027 237 8003
•  2 Pinney Drive, Eltham

•   Unwanted Whiteware   • Corrugated Iron
•   Old Car Bodies              •   Any Scrap Metal

WANTED: Old motor vehicle batteries
We accept these FREE OF CHARGE if delivered
- otherwise we only charge for vehicle expenses.

OPEN 6 DAYS  8.30am-4.30pm

• CARS • VANS

RENTAL VEHICLES

PICKERING MOTORS
11 TENNYSON ST   OPUNAKE   PH (06)  761-8363
0800 22 11 20    Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

• CHARTER
  BUSES

• VANS

• TOUR BUSES

ALUMINIUM  SCAFFOLDING
 FOR  HIRE

$35 per day,  $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE
Petrol 3000 psi 15L/minC

Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120, Weekend
$130.  Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.

Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey or Christine at
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Chester Borrows-MP
Whanganui

C. SCHULER & SON
594 Palmer Road, Kaponga

Building Contractor, Specialising in Dairysheds.
Concrete Manufacturer of Reinforced Concrete Troughs.

Well Liners and Other Quality Concrete Products.

Neil Cellphone 0274 490 252

FROM THE BEEHIVE

Are you getting your message across?
Give us a call, we can help with all your

advertising needs.
Ph/Fax (06) 761-7016

An election campaign for a
sitting MP is always just like
a performance appraisal or a
school report card. I am
mindful that most of my
reports always had the
comment “could do better”.
So I am very humble and
happy to have been re-elected
as the Member of Parliament
for Whanganui, but mindful of
the fact that - on reflection -
there is always something else
that could be done differently.
Most of the public oscillate
between wanting to see more
of their elected representatives
and getting sick of the sight of
them. One shopkeeper told me
that I had a check showing up
at election time when I wanted

his vote and that he expected
to see me at least once a year.
As one of the several hundred
businesses in Wanganui City
he thought that was
appropriate. When I asked him
if all the other businesses in the
electorate, including those in
all small towns had the right
to expect the same and he
learned how far the electorate
stretched, he modified his
expectation. Still he had a
point.

The role of the MP is to be
the best advocate for their con-
stituents, their issues, their
needs, and their aspirations.
Although MMP gives us all a
population of about 56,000 to
represent, that is not the fault
of the voter, it is the system
foisted upon them so if an MP
want the job, they need to turn
it on.

We field thousands of calls
per year with inquiries as vast
as the importation of pig meat,
health needs, immigration in-
quiries, criminal justice mat-
ters, education issues, local
government representation,
business concerns and those

who just want to tell their rep-
resentative their thoughts
about the issues of the day.
Then there are the mainte-
nance of relationships between
local government representa-
tives, government agencies,
business identities, social serv-
ice agencies and schools.
There is a need to be available
as speaker to many commu-
nity groups and government
representative at public events,
protests, public meetings, and
being on the end of the phone
when the media calls.

In between this there is a
need to have a few ideas of our
own. Our electorate needs to
grow population, visitors and
jobs. Without a fresh set of op-
portunities for work the young
and the new to town leave or
merely pass through. With no
new sets of eyes looking at our
issues, opportunities and po-
tential, chances get missed,
population decreases or atro-
phies. It is not the MP who cre-
ates jobs, but it is about creat-
ing and being part of an envi-
ronment where people are en-
couraged to start new busi-

nesses and expand existing
businesses with new jobs,
products and markets.

So around the Coast we
need to make the most of our
strength in pastoral farming
and associated work such as
engineering, tourism, cultural
experiences and education.
We need to expand the infra-
structure of roads, schools,
community assets and busi-
ness while carefully managing
the environment, which sus-
tains the whole of our
economy and existence. With-
out an environment there is no
economy - not the other way
around.

In the meantime I am very
grateful for the opportunity
that I have been given to rep-
resent this community and the
responsibilities that the office
of Member of Parliament
brings with it. I look forward
to contact made with me di-
rectly or through offices in
Hawera and Wanganui and
clinics in Patea, Opunake and
Eltham on a regular basis.

Chester Borrows
MP for Whanganui

A real sweetie

Maori Party must stay
staunch on asset sales

New Zealand First has
appealed to the Maori Party
to stand firm and not support
National’s plan to sell off
taxpayer owned assets.

Rt Hon Winston Peters says
the Maori Party has
consistently said it opposed
state asset sales and it should
stick to its guns and not try
to have a “bob each way”
over the issue.

 “If your policy opposes
asset sales, you can’t
suddenly say you will allow
it if Maori can have a slice of
the action. You can’t stand

Winston Peters, newly
elected List Member of
Parliament for New Zealand
First and their leader.

with one leg on each side of
a fence because it gets very
painful.  Moreover, it will
lead to oblivion for the Maori
Party by 2014 if not sooner.

 “Asset sales will not help
Maori. It will lead to further
impoverishment and lack of
opportunity.  Maori know
that, which is why in excess
of 95% of them oppose asset
sales

 “Corporate Maori can
look after themselves so
don’t sell out those at the
bottom of the heap,” warned
Mr Peters.

Our meeting was quite an ex-
citing event as it was held on the
same day as the Te Kiri Cup. A
very good attendance was wel-
comed by our president, Sue
Muggeridge. Members enjoyed
our day at the Normanby Hall
for an ‘Enjoy and Craft Day’.
Usual competitions were held,
the only difference being more
than one entry was allowed. This

Te Kiri Wi

A new term and a new resolve

is a new way of holding our half
yearly meeting, and met with
approval from all present.

Nita Kaiser had bought a
beautiful calendar to be sent to
our link institute in England. We
were surprised by our lovely gift
we received from them, as it was
early.

Details for our 75th birthday
are nearly completed with the
entertainment yet to be decided.

Two members accepted the
invitation to the volunteer
morning tea held in Opunake
and are looking forward to this
event.

Competition Results are:
Bloom: 1st Pauline Clough, 2nd

Kath Perrett, 3rd Merle Clement.
Shrub: 1st Heather Radford,

2nd Pauline Clough, 3rd Sue
Muggeridge.

Floral: 1st Sue Muggeridge,
2nd Heather Radford, 3rd Mavis
West.

Time was getting near ‘Cup
time’ so we all tidied our hair,
adjusted our hats (oh readers you
should have seen our hats!)
fascinators felt, including straw
and flowers. We nearly out-
classed Princess Bea.  Well we
all thought so.

With a few minutes to go we
had or birthday box as Kate
Perrett was celebrating a very
special birthday and was
presented with a beautiful posy
of flowers.

They’re off.  Sue’s
commentary kept us in touch
with the horses with a very
excited Nita cheering her horse
on. We were quite a noisy lot of
spectators but it surely was fun.
Yes, Nita’s horse won (Kiriute)
and Nita was presented with her
prize.

Next race was very exciting
with Sue having to try and keep
up with the horses which she did.

Institute won by a nose much
to Dianne’s delight and she was
presented with her prize. Then
it was time to judge our hats.
This was done with us all given
a number and the other num-
bers drawn out of a box. This
was won by Elaine Simpson,
our visitor and future member,
which was just great.  Elaine
wore a very pretty flower in her
hair.

With or sides still aching, we
enjoyed a ‘yummy’ afternoon
tea served by Nevis Brewer and
Pat Barrett.

The Melbourne cup was
never like our day out - a
wonderful fun meeting enjoyed
by us all. My sides were still
sore when I arrived home.

                          Mavis West
Te Kiri Wi Reporter

NEWS
OPUNAKE & COASTAL

Promote your
events in the

People who put in public
notices and display

adverts in the What’s On
Section

 for events are welcome
to additionally

provide extra editorial
and photos, FREE OF
CHARGE, to help
promote the event.

Ph/Fax (06) 761-7016
Call in at  23 Napier

St, Opunake
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 0800 BULL HIRE
2  8 5 5  4 4

Washer & Co  Oakura
          Talk to Sean on 0800 BULLHIRE

         0800   28 55 44
 PS Holly, Les and Todd at Sandfords organise most of the bull transporting.

From experience we've found that delivery -
• Yesterday = is impossible • Today = sometimes can be arranged

• Tomorrow = a little easier • Sometime this week = easy

A FEW 1 YEAR JERSEY BULLS FOR HEIFERS.
A few Ayrshires and Friesians

- 2 Year Bulls for Cows.
Enquiries Welcome.

36 Bridge Street, Eltham Ph 027 727 6736

EGO STATE THERAPY NZ
Helping People Make the Changes They Want

Resolving issues such as:

Inner Conflicts
Weight Reduction
Couples Counselling
Drug Addiction
Procrastination
Chronic Fatigue

Trauma, Panic, PTSD
Anxiety Disorders
Smoking Cessation
Eliminating/reducing depression
OCDs
Over-controlling behaviour
Self-defeating behaviours

Bryan Kyle    06 764 8121       027 263 5844
                        021 027 31829   022 081 0775
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 Have you ever wondered

why you behave differently

in different situations?

John Key’s hissy fit and

walking out of a press

conference is an example of

the wrong ego state being

present at the wrong time.

“He didn’t cope – didn’t

have the right coping

behaviour at the time,” says

clinical hypnosis practitioner

Bryan Kyle from Eltham.

He was explaining how we

all have different ego states

that we have developed in

order to deal with situations.

 “People behave differently

in different situations because

of conditioning – and because

of the neural connections in

the brain that result from such

conditioning. Repetitive

conditioning occurs over

time and reinforces the neural

connections and the

behaviour that goes with

them,” says Bryan.

 By way of example he

continues: “If, as a child, one

continually looks after one’s

brothers and sisters in a

nurturing manner, one

develops a nurturing way of

behaving in certain

situations. Thereafter, in the

Why we behave differently in different situations
future, this part of one emerges to perform

the same behaviour in the same or similar

situations.”

  For each different behaviour, however,

there was a first time. This generally

happened when the individual was a child –

perhaps an adolescent – and sometimes as

an adult.

  “What happens is that the individual is

confronted with a new situation – a

significant event – one they haven’t

encountered before. At that moment, the

individual finds or creates a new way of

coping with that situation, and

simultaneously new neural connections for

that new behaviour are created in the brain.

A memory for that event and for the coping

behaviour is created. These are accessed the

next time a similar situation arises, and thus

the ‘new’ behaviour repeats. An ego state has

thus been created.”

  These coping behaviours are called ego

states in Ego State Therapy (EST).

  “We all have many ego states,” states

Bryan.

  Ego State research suggests that individuals

will use between 5 and 15 different ego states

in the course of an “average week”. Some

people have fewer – some more. The person

who seems to behave consistently most of

the time obviously has fewer ego states. A

person with varying types of behaviour

probably has more ego states.

  Can these ego states be accessed and

communicated with in a clinical setting?

  Absolutely – yes, says Bryan. “There are

various clinical techniques which

can be used to work with one’s ego

states – hypnosis is the most useful

and thorough of these techniques.”

  Some ego states can be positive

or helpful, says Bryan. For example

children who achieve early success

in competitive sport can develop a

competitive streak which is

beneficial as they get older.

  They can also however, in the case

of the Prime Minister in the

instance cited above, be unhelpful

or negative.

 It is the ego states that are not

helpful that Ego State Therapy addresses.

 “When parts of the individual personality

or behaviour need to be corrected,” says

Bryan. “These patterns of behaviour can be

reversed.”

  He gives the example of people who

smoke in certain situations.

  “You can use hypnosis to access different

parts of the personality and behaviour

which are conspiring together to smoke. “It

could be one or several.”

  Bryan goes on to say people can benefit

enormously by accessing with, and

communicating with, their various ego

states. “This helps people understand

themselves and help make the changes they

want to make. And making a change in their

life is why people seek help in using this

technique.”

  Interestingly, ego states can be ‘mapped’

by the clinician – and then

the various states can be

worked with in order to

create the changes

individuals want to make in

their lives. Such changes

normally allow the

individual to experience

better mental health, and

achieve an inner peace and

harmony and happiness – all

as a by-product of the

changes the individuals wish

to make and the new

direction they decide to

move in.

  “Changes can be made in as

quick as 20 minutes,” says

Bryan adding “The results

astound people.”
Bryan Kyle – why we have

different ego states.

Sean Davison has been sen-
tenced to five months ‘home de-
tention’ to be served in Dunedin
for assisting  his mother to com-
mit suicide.

Formerly up on the greater
charge of ‘murder’, the case at-
tracted considerable national
publicity.

We reviewed his book ‘Be-
fore We Say Goodbye’, several
issues ago in the Opunake and
Coastal News.

Sean Davison gave a copy of
the book to my mother Dr Paula
McKellar. Sean’s mother Pat,
who my mother had met while
studying medicine at Belfast
University in Ireland, had been
bridesmaid at my parent’s wed-
ding. My mother had also in-
troduced Sean’s parents to each

other. His inscription in the book
begins, “Dear Paula, Without
you I wouldn’t exist...”.

The book, which is in essence
the diary he kept in the last
weeks before his mother died,
is a moving document on what
it is to watch a terminally ill
loved one suffer. It is also inter-
esting in its insights into the im-
pact on other family members
and the complicated dynamics
that perhaps characterise all
families.

Pat herself did not have a faith.
Her son describes himself as
“spiritual”.

At one point, when his moth-
er’s request for help in perma-
nently relieving her suffering, he
wrestles with his own con-
science and states he would

Home detention for Sean Davison
never ask such a thing of his own
children.

Pat who my mother always
described as a great friend, a
good person, intellectual and
was, by all accounts, a wonder-
ful mother.

As a medical doctor she had
the power over life and death
over others.

Perhaps that is why she was
determined to have control over
her own time of death.

Whether we should have such
power is a debate that will con-
tinue.

To read the extraordinary
book it is impossible to not feel
compassion for Sean’s predica-
ment.

Sean Davison and his mother shortly after he arrived from South Africa to be
with her in her final weeks.

Editor



Thursday, December 1, 2011 OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS16   NEWS

 What we do:
• Metaling • Screening• Metaling • Screening• Metaling • Screening• Metaling • Screening• Metaling • Screening
• Section Work • All Farmwork• Section Work • All Farmwork• Section Work • All Farmwork• Section Work • All Farmwork• Section Work • All Farmwork
• FOR SALE:• FOR SALE:• FOR SALE:• FOR SALE:• FOR SALE: Fines, Tanker Fines, Tanker Fines, Tanker Fines, Tanker Fines, Tanker
   Track Metal, Drainage Chip.   Track Metal, Drainage Chip.   Track Metal, Drainage Chip.   Track Metal, Drainage Chip.   Track Metal, Drainage Chip.
• Oxidation Pond Cleaning• Oxidation Pond Cleaning• Oxidation Pond Cleaning• Oxidation Pond Cleaning• Oxidation Pond Cleaning
   20,000 ltr tank   20,000 ltr tank   20,000 ltr tank   20,000 ltr tank   20,000 ltr tank
• Septic• Septic• Septic• Septic• Septic
  Tanks  Tanks  Tanks  Tanks  Tanks
CALL
TODAY

COASTAL
DRAINAGE LTD

COASTAL
DRAINAGE LTD

Ph John pricePh John pricePh John pricePh John pricePh John price
Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196
A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223

Ph John PricePh John PricePh John PricePh John PricePh John Price
Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196Mob 027 444 9196
A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223A/H 06 76 38 223

Coastal

Rugby Draw

Winner

2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas2012 Bikes for Xmas

COLLINS  SPORTS  CENTRECOLLINS  SPORTS  CENTRECOLLINS  SPORTS  CENTRECOLLINS  SPORTS  CENTRECOLLINS  SPORTS  CENTRE
Tasman St.  OPUNAKE   Ph 761-8778
OPEN SATURDAY 9AM TO 12NOON

$159.90
$$$$$11111 DEPOSIT ON LAYBYS DEPOSIT ON LAYBYS DEPOSIT ON LAYBYS DEPOSIT ON LAYBYS DEPOSIT ON LAYBYS

Bella

• Raleigh • Avanti
• Scott • GT Bikes

• Tarini• Mongoose
Extensive

 range of sizes &
models; child-adult.

Venture 1.0

$379.90
From

From

Bicycle safety has been on
the agenda this term at
Coastal Taranaki School.
Last week the Year 5 and six
students were learning how
to keep safe while riding
their bicycles. The course

included instruction in
different techniques,
including keeping balance,
but also included heading
off onto the road. “I reckon
it’s great, because it’s
helping us a lot”,

Two young cyclists show their skills  at Coastal Taranaki School.

Bicycle safety

Lachlan Green (aged 10) makes good work of a turn.
He described the course as “fun”.

commented one
participant – Jasmine
Stone (aged 10).

Some of the skills
being taught included

handling, left and hand
turning, and dealing with
roundabouts, as well as
keeping balance through all
manoeuvres.

 For sand dunes to protect
our beaches, they must be no-
go zones for people and
vehicles.

New Plymouth District
Council is reminding coastal
users that motorbikes, quad
bikes and other vehicles must
not be driven on sand dunes
along our coastline – and
people shouldn’t walk on them
either.

 “It happens every season,
with vehicles driving over the
sand dunes or along the toe of
them during high tide and
damaging the dune-binding
plants and their runners,” says
Manager Parks Programmes
Steve McGill.

 “We’d like to get the
message out early this year so
that people know that for sand
dunes to do their job in
reducing beach erosion, they
must be left alone.

 “When you’re walking or

driving onto a beach, please use
the formed accessways that are
in place.”

 Already, people have been
seen driving along some
beaches and ignoring the formal
access points in favour of
cutting over the top of dunes.
Some fences protecting the
dunes have been removed.

Vehicles and people on sand
dunes crush the plants that are
binding the sand and keeping it
from blowing away. The
damage has a cumulative effect:
For every small area damaged,
the plants on the edge suffer and
die as well, increasingly
expanding erosion along a
dune.

 “Healthy sand dunes grow
over time, which in turn build
up the depth of sand on the
beach and increases the beach’s
resistance to erosion during
storms,” says Steve McGill.

 “We’ve had school groups

and the general public putting
in a lot of time to put thousands
of native plants on the dunes
over the years, and vehicles and
feet can crush them so easily.

 “Dunes are a fragile ecology
and the only way to keep them
healthy is to stay off them.

 “We have developed the
dunes as a public project, and
we’d like the public’s
assistance to keep them
undamaged.”

Emergency vehicles may be
driven on a beach, as well as
vehicles towing a boat to the
water as long as they are
removed immediately
afterward – no parking on a
beach is allowed.

Boat access ramps in the
popular Oakura stretch of
coastline are next to the New
Plymouth Old Boys’ Surf Life
Saving Club, and off Ahu Ahu
and Weld roads.

Vehicles and feet are sand dune killers
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For all your agricultural machinery

and parts

contact

GARRY MILES

Your Coastal Rep

Living locally.

Available 7 days

a week

Workshop on call.

Waiwakaiho

0272 932 356

06 759 8432
www.agtraction.co.nz

43 Richmond St, Inglewood
Ph (06) 756 7025

angelsofdisguise@xtra.co.nz

Angels of Disguise
New & Secondhand Clothing

Thank you to all my customers.Thank you to all my customers.Thank you to all my customers.Thank you to all my customers.Thank you to all my customers.

Have a Happy Christmas.Have a Happy Christmas.Have a Happy Christmas.Have a Happy Christmas.Have a Happy Christmas.

05 NISSAN05 NISSAN05 NISSAN05 NISSAN05 NISSAN
PATHFINDERPATHFINDERPATHFINDERPATHFINDERPATHFINDER
4.0 T, auto, p/s, a/c, 7 seats, alloys,
1onr, NZ new. Navy.

  $29,990
NZ NEW

  $79,990

TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE - QUALITY & SERVICE

$54,990

Hareb Deken Motors 331 St Aubyn St • New Plymouth   Ph (06) 759-9943
FREEPHONE 0800 289 493

        A/H Mike Hareb (06) 752-7697
Ton Deken (06) 752-7405TARANAKI'S 4WD CENTRE -  VISIT www.harebdekenmotors.co.nzRMVT    RMVT

04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE04 PORSCHE
CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8CAYENNE S V8
4WD, 5 dr, ABS, a/c, CDs, c/control,
elects, p/s, s/roof, towbar, traction control.
Leather, 73km, Tiptronic.

04 FORD COURIER XL04 FORD COURIER XL04 FORD COURIER XL04 FORD COURIER XL04 FORD COURIER XL
D/CAB 2WDD/CAB 2WDD/CAB 2WDD/CAB 2WDD/CAB 2WD
2.5T/DSL, 5 spd, p/s, canopy, ex
condition, good km.

07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER07 RANGEROVER
SPORTSPORTSPORTSPORTSPORT
3.6 V8  T/DSL. auto, p/s, full spec,
black with black leather, T/bar. NZ New.

06 RANGEROVER06 RANGEROVER06 RANGEROVER06 RANGEROVER06 RANGEROVER
SPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTS
2.7 T/DSL, auto, elects, s/roof,  1 NZ
onr, good kms,cream leather, immac

06 FORD TERRITORY06 FORD TERRITORY06 FORD TERRITORY06 FORD TERRITORY06 FORD TERRITORY
GHIAGHIAGHIAGHIAGHIA
Auto, p/s, a/c, 1 onr, 7 seats.
Immaculate in Wine.

 $52,990 $14,990  $79,990
AS NEW!

NZ NEW

 $34,990
IMMACULATE

musical ensemble, directed by
Charles Pittams. The group
included piano (Claudia Bluett-
Pilkington), keyboard (Kirsten
Corrigan), flute (Michelle
Shaw), drums and percussion
(Bobby Logan) and bass guitar
(Te Oranga Whareaitu).
 The story involves the Little
Sisters of Hoboken being
offered $10,000 for their school
if they are prepared to perform
in Las Vegas. Of course, doubts
prevails as to whether the Sisters
should be performing in “Sin
City”. “I’m not sure that nuns
and Las Vegas go well together”,
comments Mother Superior
doubtfully.
Then again, $10,000 is a lot of
money to turn down! So off they
go to sing and dance. The quality
of singing and dancing is of a
high standard. All performers are

obviously talented and one
hesitates to differentiate.
However, I thought that Glendal
Landsborough (as Sister Mary
Leo) was outstanding - with both
her singing and dancing.
The issue arose of exactly how
entertaining they should be –
especially in Sin City. The
expression ‘T and A’ is
mentioned. Does this stand for
Talent and Attitude” – or
something more basic? Sr
Robert Anne favours the latter.
Luckily, despite many
escapades, virtue prevails!
 The others in the cast included
Kirsty Bourke (as Sister Mary
Regina – Mother Superior),
Mary Neal (as Sister Mary
Hubert), Samantha Turner (as
Sister Robert Anne), and Vivien
Taylor (as Sister Mary Paul/
Amnesia).

The Sisters themselves are an
interesting bunch, such as a
former gang member and
delinquent from Brooklyn (Sr
Robert Anne), one with limited
memory due to an accident with
a heavy crucifix (Sr Amnesia),
and a former tight rope
performer (Sr Mary Regina).

There was a lot of audience
participation with cast members
venturing into the audience,
which delighted and

Nunsensationally amazing

The cast of Hawera’s latest production Nunsensations. showing off their flamboyantly colourful hats..
“We don’t often get a show as

good as this. A rare treat”, was
the verdict of one patron at the
November show of
‘Nunsensations’, which had a
season running from November
19 to 29 at the Hawera Memorial
Hall.  Dan Goggin’s musical was
presented by Hawera Repertory
Society and ably directed by Jill
Hooper.

A strong feature of the show
was the excellent and colourful
set construction to say nothing
of the flamboyantly appealing
costumes and amazing hats. This
aspect was apparent from the
outset as the play opened in the
Pump Room Lounge’ at the
Mystique Motor Lodge in Las
Vegas. One stunning creation
was the illuminated staircase.

The on-stage action was
pleasingly complemented by the

embarrassed the patrons in equal
measure.

As the show ended the
audience knew they had great
value from a talented cast,
backed up by an excellent
backstage team, to say nothing
of the many people involved
with this successful show.  The
words of one patron summed it
up aptly, “Just a great show”.

Don’t miss Hawera
Repertory’s next show as they
are always great value, with
careful, painstaking preparation.

Rolland McKellar
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DEMO
AVAILABLE

Machinery Repairs Keyway cutting & Broaching
Structural Steel Fabrication Digital Heavy Duty Lathe
Cowsheds Turret Punching, Plate Shearing
Crane Hire & Notching
Fitting & Turning Alloy Welding
Stainless & Alloy Fabrication 3.5 Ton Crane Truck
Large Bed Heavy Press

We supply bearings, steel, fasteners, chain and general
engineering supplies.  Also hydraulic hoses, fittings and crimping.

We are a local company training local people.
Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

WAREA

Rural & General Cartage
Specialising in
• Palm Kernel • Fertiliser
• Aggregate • Hay & Silage Bales

0508 726 336 or
06 274 5852

Readymix
Concrete
Depots:  Hawera & Wiremu

SANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERSSANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERSSANDFORDS RURAL CARRIERS

Ground Spreading  4WD Trucks spreadmark certified, GPS proof of placement.

Livestock
Cartage
Depots: Okato, Auroa,
Hawera & Waitara

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERSMOBILITY SCOOTERS
and all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help youand all living aids - we’ll help you

with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.with whatever you need.

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
279 Broadway Stratford

Ph (06) 765-7633
Freephone 0800 765 763

www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

For Prompt and Professional Service callFor Prompt and Professional Service callFor Prompt and Professional Service callFor Prompt and Professional Service callFor Prompt and Professional Service call
your Coastal Buyer, Dex Newland.your Coastal Buyer, Dex Newland.your Coastal Buyer, Dex Newland.your Coastal Buyer, Dex Newland.your Coastal Buyer, Dex Newland.

Buying Prime Beef, Cull Cows and Bulls.Buying Prime Beef, Cull Cows and Bulls.Buying Prime Beef, Cull Cows and Bulls.Buying Prime Beef, Cull Cows and Bulls.Buying Prime Beef, Cull Cows and Bulls.
Ph Dex on 027 666 0264Ph Dex on 027 666 0264Ph Dex on 027 666 0264Ph Dex on 027 666 0264Ph Dex on 027 666 0264

110 Rifle Range Road, New Plymouth
Phone: (06) 7578214

www.iclconstruction.co.nz

Cattle underpasses and box culverts
for road and river crossings.

Farm Bridges.
All fabricated to Tranzit NZ Standard.

227 Broadway, Stratford  Ph (06) 765-7207

Come in and see our lovely
gifts for Christmas.

Happy ChristmasHappy ChristmasHappy ChristmasHappy ChristmasHappy Christmas
and a Prosperousand a Prosperousand a Prosperousand a Prosperousand a Prosperous

New year to all ourNew year to all ourNew year to all ourNew year to all ourNew year to all our
customers.customers.customers.customers.customers.

Manaia Pharmacy
47 Main St, Manaia
Phone 0800-367-232

Opunake Medicines, Health
& Beauty Centre

   38 Tasman St, Opunake
 Phone 761-8144

Just For You At Xmas
Our BIGGEST range

of specials yet.
We have an extensive range of gift ideas

and products for the whole family.
Avoid the hustle and bustle of city

shopping - we have
    - Free Car Parking
    - Free Gift  Wrapping

         And Service with a smile.

A book of photographs by
Fay Looney. Published by
New Holland Publishers
(2011), 218 Lake Road,
Northcote, Auckland 0627.
Foreword by Peter Bush.

With Christmas just around
the corner, this excellent book
of rugby photographs, by
well-known Taranaki photog-
rapher Fay Looney, is well
worth considering with the
Rugby World Cup still fresh
in most people’s minds.

The book has many quality
colour photographs from all
over New Zealand, featuring
various rugby venues – with
Taranaki well represented -
ranging from the humble
school field to test venues,
such as Eden Park. It also has
well known rugby players of

the past and present, such as
Sir Colin Meads, former cap-
tain of the All Blacks Tana
Umaga and current captain
Richie McCaw, as well as
Dan Carter.

 Many photographs are of
goalposts framing captivating
scenery. As Fay Looney puts
it, “Rugby goalposts frame
much of our country, from
suburban fields, along sea-
shores and surf-drenched
coasts, to the Southern Alps”.

Early in the book is a shot
of the All Blacks mid-Haka
before a game against the Irish
team in New Plymouth this
year during the World Cup.

Of interest to Taranaki
rugby supporters is the photo
(near the end) of the Barratt
boys, the five rugby repre-

sentative sons of Kevin and
Robin Barrett – with Beauden
no doubt poised for All Black
selection.

At the back is a very good
photograph of the All Blacks,
holding the Webb Ellis Cup.

The double page shot of the
Mackenzie Basin is simply
sublime – this photograph
alone would be reason
enough to buy this book.

Reviewed by Rolland
McKellar

Rugby history lives alongside the country’s  memories in many sports grounds. Okaiawa in Taranaki proudly shares its
club with local heroes ©www.faylooney.com

‘New Zealand through the
Goalposts’

PH/FAX  (06) 761-7016 TO ADVERTISE

Skiing on Mt Ruapehu be-
came an exciting adventure for
Year 7 and 8 students from St
Patrick’s, Kaponga. This was as
a part of the EOTC (Education

outside the classroom) pro-
gramme held on the second to
last day of Term 3.

A junior reporter has pro-
vided this account: On arriving

Ski Trip to Mt Ruapehu
at Turoa ski field we went to
the rental shop to get all the
gear we needed. We had a two
hour ski lesson with an in-
structor called Stefan. In the

lesson we learned the basics
of skiing which included get-
ting our skis on and off, stop-
ping, walking on the slopes
sideways and turning and
how to use your ski poles cor-
rectly. Ms Harrison, Rosie,
Katelyn and Hannah stayed
on the slopes after the lesson.

There was a really cool disk
ski lift called a pommel. This
moved us up the ski field so
we could ski down over and
over again. Rosie, Katelyn
and Hannah all fell off it.

Ms Harrison decided to
have ski races. She always
won, Rosie was second and
Hannah and Katelyn were
tied for 3rd and 4th.

There was also an escala-
tor that you glide onto to get
up the mountain slope. Ms
Harrison, Amy, Rosie,
Katelyn and Hannah all went
on the chairlift. It got colder
and colder when we got
higher up but it had awesome
views. It was an exciting time
and we learned skills in a
sport new to us.Year 7 and  8s enjoying the snow.

Monday, October 28 was a very
busy day for our committee. We
hosted 33 members of New
Plymouth RSA to lunch at the St
Barnabas Hall with a lot of
camaraderie and catching up
with old friends, and for one local
lady, a cousin she didn’t know.
From there to the Town Hall for
an afternoon of entertainment
provided by the Eltham Savage
Club who kept everyone amused
with music sketches and jokes.
With the accompaniment of
keyboard, piano accordions,
guitar and harmonica they kept
toes tapping and with the
nostalgia of the old songs, there
was something for everyone in
the audience, which totalled just
on 100.
To our hosts for the afternoon,

the Te Kiri Women’s Institute,
thank you ladies.
There were ten raffles – hence

ten draws and I was pleased to
see a lot of them won by our visi-
tors.  This is an annual visit by
the RSA.
I would like to say a big thank

you to our committee who
have worked tirelessly through
the year.
We have a bus trip on  No-

vember 24, leaving from St
Johns Hall at 10.15am.
Also, don’t forget the Lions

Xmas Lunch on Monday, De-
cember 5th.  We need numbers

for our caterers.  Friendship
is for the whole community,
both young and old. Feel free
to come along - everyone is
welcome; just $2 entry,
which buys you a raffle
ticket, entertainment and af-
ternoon tea.
Not Not Chaucer

Opunake Friendship Club
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Martin and staff wish
all customers a

Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous 2012.

HAY & SILAGE:

• Mowing

• Raking

• Round Baler

• Tube Wrapper

• Single Wrapper

20,000ltr Effluent tank, pond cleaning

CULTIVATION:

Tandem Discing

Power Harrow

Stone Rower

Rock Picker

Chisel Plough

Roller Drilling

Levelling

20,000ltr Effluent tank, pond cleaning

CULTIVATION:

Tandem Discing

Power Harrow

Stone Rower

Rock Picker

Chisel Plough

Roller Drilling

Levelling

HAY & SILAGE:

• Mowing

• Raking

• Round Baler

• Tube Wrapper

• Single Wrapper

Soy
Candles
Phone Margaret

(06) 764-6206

For the second time in a
fortnight the Hempton Hall in
Okato had the luxury of a
display of handcrafted and
artistic work on offer. This
time it was Local Handcrafts
Inc who had a series of stalls
well worth viewing on
Saturday November 19.

A most interesting stall was
Mighty Toys, which had a
multitude of handcrafted
wooden vehicle, the work of
Aaron and Erin Young of
New Plymouth, as well as the
late Gary Young – Aaron’s
recently deceased father. The
quality toys were made from
pine and painted by Erin.

Originally, Gary started
making the toys in 1971 and
handed on his skills to his
son. Several of the toys Gary
made himself, but Aaron
proudly pointed some which
both men had worked on.

“I’d hate to think how many
thousands my father made”.
In my job in architectural
design I’ve come across quite
a few of Dad’s handcrafted
toys in houses I’ve visited”.

Of the toys made by the
couple, Aaron commented, “I
make them, Erin paints them

and I do the line work”.
Another stall had a range of

attractive greeting cards. “I
make all the handcrafted
cards”, said Robyn Pitcher.
However, some cards are
imported, such as the Sweet Pea
brand – with its fantasy themes.
- These are imported from the
United States. She also had a
large range of rubber stamps, as
well as other products.

An intriguing stall was
manned by Gilbert Gibson of
Inglewood, who publishes
books. “People give me their
stories and I turn them into
books”, he explained. One
interesting one was based on a
1906 tour guide of Taranaki
when Richard Seddon was
Premier (he died the same year)

and Ernest Shackleton was
preparing for his expedition to
Antarctica. It was called
‘Taranaki: The Garden of New
Zealand’. Gilbert also makes
jewellery and said of his
attractive display, “It I make
something that get people to
stop, they’ll look at the books”.

Another stall was run by
Gabriele Milse (‘Gabriele’),
which had everything you
could possibly want for
alterations and dressmaking.
With her son’s help she also
had a food and beverage stall
with a wide sele ction of
tempting snacks.

Busy at work spinning was
Rona Beveridge who had
created a huge range of
colourful garments in

attractive colours. The weaver
and spinner hails from New
Plymouth.

Margaret Broomhall was
back with her U-Neek Candles
and melts, made from
environmentally sound soy
wax. There were over 100
fragrances to choose from.

Definitely eye-catching was
Linda Terrill’s display of
Kiwiana Glass craftwork in an
array of attractive colours. Her
pukekos were especially
appealing.

There were a number of
other stall all displaying
attractive craftwork and
produce at competitive prices.
With Christmas shopping in
mind look out for Local
Handcrafts Inc’s next event.

Mighty Toys & more at craft
show

Erin and Aaron Young of the Mighty Toys stall. The red truck Aaron is holding was made by
both himself and his late father Gary.

Gilbert Gibson shows his book ‘Taranaki: The Garden of
New Zealand’ to Gloria Rook.
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WHY CHOOSE

CENTRAL ALUMINIUM?
Because we do it all ...

 • We have been serving Central Taranaki for 40+ years
 • We know the climate and we understand what people want
 • We’re committed to providing quality service with helpful

and friendly advice.

DOUBLE

GLAZING

creates a warmer
home, is great for
noise reduction,
as well as saving
costs on heating.

Call us today for all of your enquiries.

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE30 YEARS EXPERIENCE30 YEARS EXPERIENCE30 YEARS EXPERIENCE30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
BUILDINGS YOU CAN TRUST

Renovations are our specialty
For quality workmanship and a

FREE quote call Mark 027 226 7327
Call now to book in and get started today!

Phone (06) 761-8398

MARK TATHAM BUILDING COMPANY LIMITED
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING PROJECTS

It was good to see new
faces and newer breeders
coming forth in the winning
circle at the Egmont A & P
Show’s 128th Annual Show.

One of these such new
breeders are the keen jersey
enthusiasts the Vanner family
from Kapuni.

Their successes included
winning the 5-year-old class
with their classy Hasty River
Hi Radium and Runner-up

Hasty river Hi Radium VHC 94.
Behind from left: Kelsey, Paul, Christine and Mitchell Vanner after winning the Supreme Dairy Champion.

Are you getting your message across?
Give us a call, we can help with all your

advertising needs.
Ph/Fax (06) 761-7016

Proud moment

Champion Calf
Emma Cathie with her calf Rocky. Emma has done ex-

tremely well being placed in most sections of every calf

day.  These include Opunake Primary, Calf Club group

days, Taranaki Boys and Girls at Stratford, South Taranaki

Boys and Girls at Kaponga, Coastal Boys and Girls at

Opunake and  the Waverley, Hawera and Stratford A&P

shows with one Supreme Grand Champion and two Re-

serve Grand Champions.

Congratulations Emma.

stud mate Hasty River Really
Marie in the Dairy All Breeds.
Champion Dairy Cow and Su-
preme dairy Champion with
Hasty River Hi Radium.

In the Jerseys Class they
received a third placing with
the Five-Year-Old class. The
judge said at the time it was a
close call.  In the Senior Year-
ling class the daughter of Hasty
River Hi Radium in Loch
Raven Ace Rylee VHS 2nd in

her class, as well as Reserve
Champion Yearling Heifer of
great class, but breeding on.

The Vanner’s will be hard
to stop in years to come.

Another relatively new-
comer is Greg and Catherine
Campbell of Kaponga. They
too were having a taste of suc-
cess.

Allan Jenkins
Publicity Officer

Taranaki Purebreeder’s Club



16   NEWS Thursday, December 1, 2011 OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

ONE ISSUE TO GO -
DON’T FORGET YOUR
XMAS ADVERTISING !

Promote

your business

or event

in our area

call us on

(06) 761-7016
• 23 Napier St, Opunake • Ph/Fax 761-7016
• email: opunakecoastalnews@gmail.com

Opunake and Coastal
News is distributed free

to every home and
business within the rural

area, bounded in the
north by the New

Plymouth city border,
extending east to

Egmont Village, and
around to the edge of
Stratford, south to the

Hawera city border and
inland to Kaponga and

through Eltham.

  We are an independent
newspaper based in
Opunake, which is

targeting both the towns
and rural communities

and we aim to have news
coverage within all the

areas of our distribution.

We want to be involved
with your business

call today and discuss
your marketing options

with the team.

COVERING
THE COAST

NEWS
OPUNAKE & COASTAL
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• 23 Napier St, Opunake • Ph/Fax 761-7016

Thinking about building your own?
Why not take advantage of our

FREE building Project Requirements Interview
and find out the feasibility and what

you need to get started?
Talk to an architect without

obligation
128 Vivian St, New Plymouth

Ph 06 759 7430
www.saundersarchitects.co.nz

Andy  Taranaki Licensed Buyer

PH: 027 255 4929

• Copper • Brass • Ali • Steel • Stainless • Batteries

Eltham

Barbers
Men’s & Ladies

No appointment needed

Monday to Friday
9.30am until 5pm

38 Bridge Street, Eltham
027 282 6322

Tasman St, Opunake • Ph (06) 761-7079
www.coastalagriservices.co.nz

24 HOUR SERVICE - 7 DAYS A WEEK

COASTAL AGRI SERVICES

The

        RANGE OF PUMPS
FARM  RETICULATION DOMESTIC WATER

PRESSURE SYSTEMS

GRUNDFOS DEALER SINCE 1980

• Washdown Pumps
• Drainage Pumps
• Submersible bore-hole
  pumps
• Multi-stage pumps,
   centrifugal pumps
• Domestic pumps

Water on
demand to
your home.

For advertising
phone (06) 761 7016

Organisers were so very
happy with the success of the
inaugural 2011 Carefirst
Taranaki Super Challenge
that it has been decided that
the event will be held again
over the next summer. Eleven
competitors took part last
year and at least one of those
entrants has been inspired
enough to tack their first
Ironman event next year. It is
hoped that the number of
entrants will grow to at least
twenty for the 2012 event and
will continue to grow over
the next few years to become
another of Taranaki‘s iconic
events.

The Super Challenge has
the potential to capture the

Taranaki Super Challenge Success
imagination of the public and
those who previously have
completed longer multi-sport
/ ironman type events or
aspire to do so in the future.

Dates for 2012 event are:
The Round the Mountain
Cycle Ride 153km - 14th

January 2012.
This provides an

outstanding balance of
challenge and reward over
one of the most unique
courses in the world - a
circuit of a textbook perfect
volcano through prime
undulating dairy country
with views of some of the
world’s best surfing coast.
www.roundthemountain.co.nz/
The Flannagan Cup Swim

3.6km - 6th February 2012.
This is an iconic event

which has been on the
Taranaki calendar since
1916. Set along the beautiful
west coast with Mt Taranaki
as a backdrop it is a favoured
stop for many people on the
Open Water Swim circuit.
Being a Handicap event
makes this race unique and
great for swimmers
attempting ocean swimming
for the first time.
www.taranakiswimming.co.nz/
The Mountain to Surf
Marathon 42.2km - 4th

March 2012.
A Taranaki event for over

30 years, competitors can
enjoy the downhill nature of

the course which starts at the
main gates at the Northern
Entrance to Mount Taranaki
and finishes by the sea at
Marine Park, Waitara. This
scenic course winds through
North Taranaki’s undulating
countryside
www.mountaintosurf.co.nz/

All three full events must
be completed and all
respective event rules and
conditions apply.

The reward is pure
achievement and a
commemorative plaque.

Kevin Mace
Chairman Taranaki

Super Challenge
Committee.

Students at Coastal
Taranaki School are being
instructed in surf board
techniques – with an
emphasis on water safety.
The course is being tutored
by Chris Luke, with help by
parents from the school. The
‘Coastal Energise’ venture
has received funding from
Sport Taranaki – Kiwi Sport.

The purpose of the course
is to present the students
with an opportunity to learn

another sport, as well as being
made aware of water safety
and enhancing their
knowledge of water sports in
general.

The course is held at
Opunake Beach and the
students are tutored in groups
of manageable numbers. The
course is directed at the  Junior
students who attend the
school. The “gentle slope” of
this beach makes it ideal for
tuition, explains Chris Luke.

The Coastal Taranaki School surf course at Opunake Beach under the tutelage of Chris
Luke on November 22.

Surf school

Watching the group at
Opunake Beach on November
22 was a parent of one of the
participants who commented,
“I think it’s good”. She added,
“I thought that the sea would
be rougher today from the
forecast”. She said her child
“loves” the surf course.

An extension of the course
is the ‘Grommets Club’ who
participate at the same beach
every weekend.

OPUNAKE &

COASTAL NEWS

New premises?

ATTENTION REGULAR
ADVERTISERS

Doing something new?

New staff?
New products?

 Gained an award?

AND YOU’RE  A REGULAR ADVERTISER, let us know.
We’ll do a feature story - we want to be involved in the success

of your business.

Ph/Fax (06) 761-7016 • Call in at 23 Napier St,Opunake or
e-mail us: opunakecoastalnews@gmail.com
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450 x 600 x 80mm
CAMBER STONE

900 x 300 x
100mm BASE

SEA GREY
Some conditions apply

CREATIVE
STONE

06 751 2177

LOOK AT THIS -
HEADSTONE

SPECIAL
    $1000 plus GST

PAINTING &
PAPERING

Tradesman - FREE quotes
G & E Lindsay
Ph (06) 752-1113
or 027 651 0148

Coastal Cleaning
Services

If it needs cleaning
 - you need me.

20 yrs exp. Inside or outside.
No job too big or too small.
Ph 027 237 8563

Qualified
Builder

Decks,
Fences,

New homes,
Additions and

Alterations,
Farm Sheds.

Phone Lucas:
 027 746 0186

a/h (06) 761 7541
No job too small

WHAT’S ON ARE your cholesterol levels
within range? If not we have
Cholesterol shield. This is
essential for people wanting or
needing on-going cholesterol
management, heart health and
statin support, with no awful
side effects. At Hardy’s the
Health Shop in Centre City.

BAIT new bait in stock.  Baby
salmon 1 kg bags  and
saltwater flake ice 5kg bags
available from COLLINS
SPORTS         CENTRE,
Opunake, Ph (06) 761-8778.

CARPET or sale can be seen
on floor. Offers. Phone (06)
761-7108.

CARPETS second hand,
large selection GARDNA
CARPET SERVICES 223
Devon St, West, NP. Phone
(06) 758-0837.

FREEVIEW box $160, dish
and box from under $400 in-
stalled.  Ph Rob at Taranaki
Aerial Services 0800 284 396.

LYPO-SPHERIC Vitamin C,
Nano technology, the fastest,
most powerful, most bio-
available, oral delivery system
for nutritional food
supplement. Now available at
Hardy’s the Health Shop in
Centre City.

MULTI mens and womens,
fish oil  and glucosamine,
Blakes range, all half price this
month. At Hardy’s the Health
Shop in Centre City.

NEW menopause formula, Go
Meno-Free, contains a blend
of herbs that effectively help
menopause symptoms such as
irritability, hot flushes,
restlessness, disrupted sleep
pattern etc. One a day at
Hardy’s the Health Shop in
Centre City, we deliver (06)
758 7553.

ONE sign of a healthy bowel
is three movements a day, for
a clear, vibrant skin, high
levels of energy, fresh pleasant
breath, feeling clear headed,
and a good sense of wellbeing.
By middle age often people
have between 1 and 7 kilos of
undigested faecal matter stuck
to their colon. So could you do
with a bowel cleanse, At
Hardy’s the Health Shop in
Centre City.

OPUNAKE Oxford 250
Caravan and full awning &
chattels. Set of bunks and beds
for awning.  Electric & Road
Warrants current.  Table,
chairs, fridge, microwave,
stove, TV, sink, Porta Loo, all
in working order.  Van sleeps
5.  Can be viewed at Opunake.
Ph (06) 278-6832.

SECONDHAND appliances.
Dishwashers, fridges and
dryers at MORRIS &
OCKHUYSEN’S, Opunake.
Phone (06) 761-8047.

        WORK WANTED

        WORK WANTED

BRYAN MCNEIL Painter
Paperhanger.  For all your
interior decorating call me on
Ph 027 465 8631.

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn
027 524 5745.

        FOR  SALE

WANTED   STEERS
Rising two-year-old or older,
also heifers, cull cows and
bulls.  Immediate payment
and pickup. Payment in the
paddock.  Ph (06) 761-8192.

LIVESTOCK & PETS

        FOR  SALE

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONALPROFESSIONALPROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL

MOBILE ACCOUNTANTMOBILE ACCOUNTANTMOBILE ACCOUNTANTMOBILE ACCOUNTANTMOBILE ACCOUNTANT

Jim Gibson Freephone 0800713561

Giblin Accounting Services Ltd

Now servicing South Waikato and Taranaki Districts
on a regular basis.

Specialising in Farm Accounting
Monthly reporting

Budgets, Cash Flows & Payroll
All Taxation GST & Accounting Advice

Overseas investments, (FIF’s)
Company & Trust Administration

Special Offers on all fees until end of Sept.

$100.00 - $2000.00 - 20% off

$2000.00 – Plus - 25% off

Excellent rates, Excellent service, and we come to you.

Call now for a free no obligation consultation on

0800713561 or (021)299-1585

        WORK WANTED

ARCHITECT & interior
designer available for home
alterations.  Contact Mark on
(06) 758 7064 or  027 507 8113.

PAINTER &
DECORATOR  Int/Ext, over
40 years experience. Ph Allan
Reeve at NP (06) 755 0228.

     TRADES & SERVICES

TWO  Bedroom unit, Okato
township.  Suit elderly tenants.
Reasonable rent. No dogs. Ph
(06) 752-4307.

       TO RENT

MISSING  beautiful speyed
grey cat 8 months. Ihaia Road.
Please ring (06) 761-8166.

        LOST

RELIEF Milker available in
Opunake area.  Ph Ben Lawn
06 761 8598 or 027 683 8700.

COASTAL
RUGBY

Sponsorship/
Membership
Co-ordinator

for 2012 season

Please apply in writing
to: PO Box 48, Opunake

         SITUATION VACANT

THE skin is the largest organ
in the body and absorbs 60%
of the substances applied to it.
It is estimated women who use
make up on a daily basis are
absorbing almost 2 kilos of
chemicals a year into their
bodies. Come into Hardy’s to
try our natural ranges with no
nasty chemicals.

TIRED, run down feeling
exhausted why not try
Spirulina, the richest
wholefood source of energy
giving nutrients. 2 x 200 tabs
for $50 saving $20.80 At
Hardy’s the Health Shop in
Centre City.

TV for sale $100.  In good
working order. Phone (06)
752-4377.

UBIQUINOL- superior heart
protection, high potency
CoQ10, now available at
Hardy’s the health shop in
centre city, we deliver (06) 758
7553.

SMALL house Opunake or
district. Ph 027 441 0057
references available.

     WANTED TO RENT

MUSICIANS WANTED FOR OCCASIONAL JAM
Sunday afternoon, up on the bushline (Okato).  Refer public notice.

RAHOTU CRICKET CLUB TRAINING NIGHTS
Wednesday nights from 6.30pm onwards..

LEN LYE EXHIBITION
On now at the Govett Brewster Art Gallery.

CHURCH ON THE MARAE
First Sunday of every month, Orimupiko Marae, Eltham Road at 6pm.

OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
First and third Sunday each month, Opunake Town Hall, 1-4pm.

CARD EVENING – FLAG 500
 Held first Sunday in the month at the Old Folks Hall, Bridge St, Eltham at 1pm.

TIGHT-ASS TUESDAYS & FREE POOL
Tuesdays in December at the Opunake Surf Inn.  Refer advert.

PENSIONERS DAY POOL COMPETITION
Every 2nd Tuesday at the Opunake Surf Inn at 11.30am sharp.  Refer advert.

Wii CHALLENGE
Thursdays at the Opunake Surf Inn.  Refer advert.

CHASE THE ACE
Thursdays at the Opunake Surf Inn.  Now up to $500.  Refer advert.

TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME
Thursdays and Saturdays.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Fridays at Opunake LibraryPlus, Tasman Street at 10am. Join us for a cuppa and a chat. Keep in touch
with others and with what’s happening in the library. Usually we have a guest speaker every 3rd Friday
of the month.  All welcome.

SUNDAY ROASTS
Sundays from midday onwards at the Stony River Hotel & Restaurant.

SCRAPBOOKING
Every Monday  at Pastimes in Opunake  from 7-9pm.

ELTHAM FRIDAY MARKETS
Every Friday, Touchpoint Restaurant Carpark (fomerly Tavern), High St, Eltham from 9am-1pm.
Refer public notice.

STRATFORD ART SOCIETY MEMBERS’ EXHIBITION
Exhibiting until December 15 at the Percy Thomson Gallery.

LADIES NIGHT PART 2
Friday, Dec 2 at the Club Hotel from 8pm. Refer advert.

“PAINTED BLACK”
December 3rd at the Opunake Surf Inn.  Refer advert.

“SHOWTIME” – STRATFORD SINGERS
Saturday, December 3 at 7.30pm and Sunday, December 4 at 1.30pm at the Function Room, War
Memorial Hall, Stratford.  Refer public notice and article.

BLUE DECEMBER SERVICE
Sunday, 4th December at St Barnabas Anglican Church at 7pm.  Refer advert and article.

“MAROPU”
Friday, December 9 at the Rahotu Tavern.  Refer public notice.

OPUNAKE CHRISTMAS HAMPER 2nd DRAW
December 10 outside the Opunake LibraryPlus, Main St, Opunake at 11am.

STAND UP COMEDIANS
Thursday, December 15 at the Club Hotel at 8pm.  Refer advert.

“3RD AVENUE”
Friday, December 16 at the Stony River Hotel, 8pm onwards.  Refer advert.

ELTHAM LIONS CHRISTMAS PARADE & MARKET DAY
Saturday, December 17, market day starts at 9.30am and the parade starts at 12noon.  Refer public
notice.

TE KIRI SPORTS & RECREATION SOCIETY AGM
Monday, December 19 upstairs at the Te Kiri Hall AT 7.30pm.  Refer public notice.

ZOOKEEPER MOVIE MATINEE
December 21st at Everybody’s Theatre, Opunake at 11am.  Bring the kids to the movies and go
shopping for those last minute Christmas presents.

OPUNAKE CHRISTMAS PARADE
Friday, December 23 starting at 7.30pm.

OPUNAKE CHRISTMAS HAMPER FINAL DRAW
December 23 outside the Opunake LibraryPlus, Main St, Opunake after the Christmas Parade.

“ROB WALDEN BAND”
Thursday, December 29 at the Stony River Hotel.  Refer advert.

“NITESHIT”
New Year’s Eve at the Stony River Hotel.  Refer advert.

GARY MCCORMICK & MAYOR TIM SHADBOLT – STAND UP COMEDY SHOW
Monday, January 2 at Everybody’s Picture Theatre at 8pm.  Refer advert.

GARY MCCORMICK & MAYOR TIM SHADBOLT – STAND UP COMEDY SHOW
Wednesday, January 4 at Okurukuru Winery at 7pm.  Refer advert.

BOOKSHELVES  wanted
Phone (06) 761-7016 or a/h
(06)  761-8206.

        WANTED
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      PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC  NOTICES

Counselling Services
 Reflections

89 Regan St, Stratford

Tuesday & Wednesday

by appointment

Ph 06 765 8280
Faith Smith MNZAC

Diploma in Counselling
WelTec

PUBLIC  NOTICESPUBLIC  NOTICES

Opunake & Okato Co-operating Parish
CHURCH SERVICES

St Paul’s Opunake Co-op & Rahotu
Opunake Cooperating Parish St Pauls, Havelock St,

9.30am every Sunday and the
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month.

Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays.
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays.

Opunake Catholic Church
SUNDAY  8.30 am at Pungarehu (St Martins),
10am at Opunake (Our Lady Star Of The Sea).

Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st & 3rd Saturdays at 5pm

               (2nd, 4th and 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs).
Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am

ALL WELCOME

STRATFORD SINGERS presents
“SHOWTIME”

Popular songs from Stage and Screen
Function Room, War Memorial Hall, Stratford

Saturday 3rd December
at 7.30pm
Tickets $20

Bookings at “In Stitches”
Stratford

DESSERT & COFFEE

Sunday 4th December
at 1.30pm
Tickets $15

Door Sales only
AFTERNOON TEA

ELTHAM LIONS
XMAS PARADE

& ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSN’S
MARKET DAY

Market Day starts
at 9.30am

Parade starts at
12noon

To book a stall contact Peggy on (06) 764-8957
To register your float contact Glen Hanson (06) 764-8186.

Saturday, December 17

RAHOTU TAVERN

Presents:  MaRoPu
Music you�ll love!

Friday, December 9th

8pm till 12.30pm
$5 cover charge

BBQ 6 to 9pm

✔ Full TAB
✔ Great Garden Bar

✔ Awesome Bar Food
✔ Courtesy Van Drop Offs

✔ 5787 South Road, Rahotu
✔ New Phone # 06-763-8787

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

ISLAND TOURS

YES

Free museum.
New tandem mountain bikes

and kayaks for hire.
Also trips to seal colony and

marine park.
Gift Vouchers available for

Christmas
Open Daily

Ph 06 758 9133

         MUSICIANS          MUSICIANS

Musicians
Are you a muscian with an inclination

towards jazz.

Would you like the occasional jam,
Sunday afternoon, up on the bushline

(near Okato).

TE KIRI SPORTS &
RECREATION

SOCIETY

AGM
Monday,

19th December
7.30pm

Upstairs at the Te Kiri Hall.

Contact Sue Huckstep
(06) 761-7540.

STOCKMAN Ann (Antje)
Suddenly on Monday, November 28, 2011 aged 83 years.
Loved wife of the late Ken.  Much loved Mum of Ken
Junior (deceased), Julia and Beverley, respected Mother-
in-law of Helen, Paul and John.  Precious Nana to Lizzy
and Scott, Erma and Jovan, Gillian and Ray, Isaac and
Tovi, Lydia, Oliver and Maggie, Brenton and Nicholas.
A beautiul Mum, Nana and friend who will be greatly
missed.
A funeral for Ann will be held at St Pauls on Thursday,
1st December at 12.30.  Ann will be interred at Opunake
Cemetery following the service.
Messages to Julia Radich, 27 Margaret Street, Stratford.

Thursday, 8th December, 11am
YEAR 7-13 ACADEMIC
CERTIFICATE AWARDS

Friday, 9th December, 10am
WHOLE SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING

at School Gymnasium.

Guest speakers 2010 Head Students
Meisha Davis and William Lower.

Light refreshments following prizegiving.

Clean correct school uniform required of
all students.

Parents and caregivers invited to both
celebration.

OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL
JUNIOR

PRIZEGIVING
Friday, 2nd December

Opunake High School Hall
Commencing 11.30am.

ALL WELCOME

OBITUARY OBITUARY

HOMES WANTED HOMES WANTED

Are you getting your message
across?

Give us a call, we can help with all your
advertising needs.

Ph/Fax (06) 761-7016

KITTENS NEEDING A
GOOD HOME

These three cute kittens are looking for a
home. Phone 027 466 2033.

Do you
know what
happens

if you don’t
advertise?

nothing

DON’T MISS OUR
CHRISTMAS ISSUE,

DECEMBER 15.
Deadline is  Friday, December 9.
Call us today on (06) 761-7016
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THE HELP

Everybody’s TheatreEverybody’s TheatreEverybody’s TheatreEverybody’s TheatreEverybody’s Theatre
72 Tasman St, OpunakeTickets $8 ea

‘BOUTIQUE STYLE THEATRE’
Enjoy bubbles and chocolate $15pp
Friday 9th December at 7pm

Sunday 11th December at 7pm
Based on the New York Times bestselling novel, starring
Emma Stone (Zombieland, Superbad) as a young woman
who creates a stir in the 1960s Mississippi by writing a book
that interviews the black women who have spent their lives
taking care of prominent, white southern families. Roadshow

M, DRAMA/ADAPTION,  2hrS 26mins
Contains adult themes

COMING: Gary McCormick & Mayor Tim
Shadbolt - Stand-up Comedy at its best!

Monday, 2nd January at 8pm - live on stage

 PG, FAMILY, COMEDY 1hr 42mins
Contains Low level offensive language

ZOOKEEPER

A group of zoo animals decide to break their code of silence
in order to help their loveable zoo keeper find love - without
opting to leave his current job for something more illustrious.
 Sony Pictures.

WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON WHAT’S ON

Sunday 4th  December at 7pm

 PG, THRILLER /ACTION 1hr 46mins
Contains violence and offensive language

ABDUCTION

Twilight star Taylor Lautner stars in this Bourne-esque man-
on-the-run thriller about a young man attempting to uncover
his true identity after finding his baby photo on a missing
person’s website.  Roadshow.

Great idea
for your

Xmas Party

MOVIES COMING SOON:REAL STEEL, FOOTLOOSE,
SPYKIDS, THREE MUSKETEERS

Friday 2nd  December at 7pm
Saturday, 21st December at 11am
(Bring the kids to the movies and go shopping for those last minute Xmas presents).

STONY RIVER HOTEL & RESTAURANT
Surf Highway 45 • Okato • Ph (06) 752-4253

ENQUIRIES/COURTESY  VAN ph (06) 752-4253.

LIVE BANDS
“3rd Avenue”

FRIDAY, DEC 16, 8pm onwards
“Rob Walden Band”

THURSDAY, DEC 29

NEW YEAR’S EVE

“Niteshift”

Almost 52,000 garden visits
have been recorded for the
2011 Powerco Taranaki
Garden Spectacular – on par
with the numbers recorded
last year despite some days of
adverse weather and a weak
economic climate.

Formerly known as the
Taranaki Rhododendron and
Garden Festival, the event
also recorded a 99% “Very
Good to Excellent” approval
rating in the festival’s visitor
survey.

Now in its 24th year,
making it one of the longest

premier New Zealand garden
experience so we are thrilled
with the tireless efforts by the
owners of the nearly 50
gardens in the festival who
deliver that. While newspaper
and magazine exposure was
the main way visitors find out
about the event, the second
way is simply ‘word of mouth’
so visitors are coming away
very happy and telling all their
gardening friends about us!”

Apart from visiting gardens,
the Newstalk ZB sponsored

garden speaker series also
proved popular. Hundreds
booked to see floral art
demonstrator Heather
Hammond weave her magic on
stage, while UK-based
gardening guru Neil Ross
presented a lively and
entertaining talk featuring great
gardens of Britain to an
enthused crowd. Neil’s second
event; a workshop about
“Cheating with Confidence”
was packed out at Jenny
Oakley’s garden in Manaia.

Meanwhile, this year’s
landscape design installation,
an inner-city artwork by
international trompe l’oeil artist

John Pugh, has also proved a
hit. Made possible by the
support of the TSB
Community Trust, John was
also assisted by Marc
Spijkerbosch, New Zealand’s
own leading trompe I’oeil
artist.

The trompe l’oeil artwork
(meaning trick of the eye)
measures approximately 18
metres long by four metres
high and has beautified a wall
in the inner city Huatoki Plaza.

Called “Waterways” the
photo real artwork creates the
illusion of a garden plaza
within the existing Huatoki
Plaza. John’s design weaves

Visitors enjoying the beautiful gardens.

High garden visits for Powerco Taranaki Garden
Spectacular

running garden events in New
Zealand, the survey also
revealed visitors were staying
on average between three and
four nights.

“The Spectacular brings in
valuable tourism income to the
Taranaki economy,” says the
event’s manager, Lisa Haskell
and that, “Last year the event
was estimated to have brought
in $5.4m to the regional
economy, and we expect to
surpass that figure once the
survey has been independently
assessed.”

“Our focus is to offer a

together aspects that have
significance to the festival, the
Taranaki region and
environment.

“2012 will see us celebrate
our 25th year as one of New
Zealand’s premier gardening
events and it should not be
missed. If you’ve ever thought
about coming to the festival,
next year should be marked
down on your calendar! Our
2012 dates are Friday 26
October through to Sunday 4
November inclusive,”
explains Lisa.

“So garden lovers should
standby for another truly
spectacular spring event!”

Oily rag austerity has been the
theme of 2011. Some three
weeks ago Statistics New
Zealand released a survey which
claimed nearly half of all New
Zealanders say they have not
enough or just enough to live on.

This comes at a time when
there is a lot of talk about a ‘fair’
wage - ironically by politicians
who this week were given an
across-the-board salary increase
of 1.5 per cent! They also
received a $5000 annual
payment to compensate for their
axed international travel perk -
backdated to July 1st.
Unfortunately, the struggling
Kiwis who pay their wages,
don’t have any say about how
much a fair wage is for MPs -
but while politicians are busy on
the hustings, oily raggers are
busy doing something for
themselves.

November is a busy time in
the garden. Things to sow in the
garden include: carrots  (for
harvest from January - February
),  climbing and runner beans
(harvest January – February),
cucumbers  (harvest December
– January), dwarf beans
(December – January), potatoes
(February – April), pumpkins
(February – April), silverbeet
(December – February), and
sweet corn  (January –
February).

Sow seed trays (for planting

in 4-6 weeks time):  broccoli
(harvesting December –
February), cabbage (December
– March), capsicum (January –
February), leeks (February –
March), lettuce (December –
February), courgettes – which
grow into marrows if not picked
in time (December - January –
March), rockmelon (January –
March), tomato (December –
March), and watermelon
(January – February).

K.O. from Mahia says, “Seed
propagating kits from retailers
are so expensive, and you can
easily make your own. Save flat,
shallow plastic trays (the black
plastic trays used to sell sausages
and mince in are perfect) to use
for the base/saucer. Grab an old
cardboard egg tray (the ones that
hold 30 eggs) and cut it to the
size of your plastic meat tray, so
that it fits nice and evenly inside
the tray....and voila, seed
propagating kit. Instead of going
about the finicky business of
watering fragile seeds, you
simply fill the plastic tray
instead, and the cardboard egg
tray will constantly absorb water
from the plastic tray, keeping the
soil and the seeds evenly moist.
I use this technique to get a head
start on the season, placing my
homemade seed kits in an old,
unused vehicle, which acted like
a greenhouse. You can also use
old plastic bags, put the seed kit

inside and leave in a sunny
location, but be sure to open for
a brief period daily to let the
germinating seeds breathe.  Also,
I have used the hot water
cupboard with great success, to
germinate seeds.”

A. Hume from Wairoa, says,
“My husband is growing ALL
our garden vegies from seed. He
has found a useful way of using
2 litre milk bottles as seedling
pots. He cuts it halfway up, fills
the bottom with soil, then cuts
the top into 4 divider slots and
slots them in.  We use every
container, yoghurt pottle, plastic
bottle, polystyrene container we
have coming out of our house.
And best of all, they are
reusable.”

Gardens do not need to be
large, even something a metre
or two square will save you
heaps of money. For the frame,
use whatever you have spare -
free – timber, stones, blocks or
bricks, logs, tyres, and so on.
Place a thick layer of newspaper
on the bottom, then fill with a
mix of topsoil and compost.
That’s all it takes!

Send in your favourite penny
pinching tips by visiting the oily
rag website or write to Living
off the Smell of an Oily Rag, PO
Box 984, Whangarei. The book
Living off the Smell of an Oily
Rag by Frank & Muriel
Newman is available online at
www.oilyrag.co.nz.

OILY RAG COLUMN
Busy times in the garden
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Club Hotel
LADIES NIGHT

PART 2
Fri, Dec 2nd from 8pm
‘Not for the faint hearted’

Tickets $10

STAND UP
COMEDIANS

Thurs, Dec 15th at 8pm
Tickets $15

Tasman St, Opunake
Ph(06) 761-8213

Open Monday-Saturday 10am - 3pm, 166 High St, Eltham
THE VILLAGE GALLERY

Our exhibition  ‘Under the Christmas

Tree’ continues until December 17.

The Village Gallery wishesThe Village Gallery wishesThe Village Gallery wishesThe Village Gallery wishesThe Village Gallery wishes
everyone a Happy Christmaseveryone a Happy Christmaseveryone a Happy Christmaseveryone a Happy Christmaseveryone a Happy Christmas

and an Artistic New Year.and an Artistic New Year.and an Artistic New Year.and an Artistic New Year.and an Artistic New Year.

UNDER THE CHRISTMAS TREE

 St Barnabas Anglican Church St Barnabas Anglican Church St Barnabas Anglican Church St Barnabas Anglican Church St Barnabas Anglican Church
welcomes you to

A Blue ChristmasA Blue ChristmasA Blue ChristmasA Blue ChristmasA Blue Christmas
Sunday, 4th December at 7pm

A short service followed by
light refreshments.

Things are coming along
well at Everybodys Picture
Theatre. The Structural
Strengthening plans have
been received from TSE En-
gineering and these plans
have been sent to a number
of engineering firms through-
out Taranaki and we are
awaiting quotes. Once we
have obtained quotes we can
then look at avenues to help
fund this major project for
Opunake.

We have had several work-
ing bees and have completed
a new extension on the front
of the stage in readiness for
St Joseph’s End of Year pro-
duction. Thanks to the help-
ers and to Mark Tatham for
giving up his morning to as-
sist, also to Debbie for pro-
viding the scrumptious
scones.

 We are very excited to
have Gary McCormack and
Mayor Tim Shadbolt enter-

Everybody’s Picture Theatre Upgrade News

tain us with some stand-up
comedy on 2nd January 2012,

tickets are available from
Opunake Post and Lotto. On

the 5th December Maori Tel-
evision are holding ‘Its in the

Bag’ at Opunake High
School, with all proceeds
from the door to be donated
to Everybodys Theatre, come
along for a very fun night,
fantastic prizes to be won.

The committee have de-
cided to change the screening
time on Friday and Sunday
nights to 7pm, as numbers
coming along on Friday
nights were down, we hope
that this will encourage more
patrons on both nights. Re-
member: ‘If you don’t use it
you lose it.’

We would love to have
more volunteers helping out
where they can, contact

Mayor Tim Shadbolt and Gary McCormack.

The stage at Everybody’s Picture Theatre.

Christmas can be a painful
time for some.  It may be the
first Christmas without a loved
family member or friend who
has died this year; or a time of
pain for a broken relationship,
insecurity from unemploy-
ment, ill health or isolation.

We can feel very alone in the
midst of the celebrating and
spending. Our spirits sink and
we need encouragement.

Come and join us as we
share prayers, scripture and
music that acknowledges that
God cares for those who
mourn and struggle.

Everyone, regardless of
church background, or lack of
it, is welcome this Sunday, 4th
December at 7pm at St
Barnabas Anglican Church. A
short service will be followed
by light refreshments.

A Blue
Christmas

The Stratford Singers end
of year concerts will feature a
variety of items from stage
and screen. The concerts will
be held on Saturday 3rd De-
cember at 7.30pm and Sunday
4th December at 1.30pm in the
Function Room of the War
Memorial Hall, Stratford.

The choir will present a
wide ranging programme of
favourites including medleys
from “Fiddler on the Roof”
and “West Side Story”, along
with songs from the 30’s to the
90’s. Show items will include
those from “Snake Fair”,
“Porgy & Bess”, “South
Pacific”, “Les Miserables”,
and “Joseph and the Amazing
Technologies Dream Coat”.

Musical Director, Marina
Roskilly will conduct the
choir and in the absence of the

regular accompanist Liz
Hughes, Elaine Schreiber has
kindly stepped in to the role.

The Saturday evening
audience will not only enjoy a
feast of singing but also be
provided with delicious
dessert and coffee. The
Sunday afternoon concert will
conclude with afternoon tea.
Bookings for Saturday
evening’s performance are
essential (for catering
purposes) and can be made at
“In Stitches” at a cost of
$20.00 per person.  Sunday
afternoon performance will be
door sales only at $15 per
person.

Come along and enjoy a
concert to suit every musical
palate!

Jane Askew
Publicity Officer

Stratford Singers
Concert Menu

MOVING
OUT OF
TOWN?

Subscribe
to the

Opunake
& Coastal

News.

Phone us
today

on
(06) 761-7016.

Maree Drought 067618701.
Check out Facebook for movie
information and screenings.
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Percy Thomson Gallery in
Stratford has its last exhibition
for the year currently available
to patrons until December 15.
The exhibition is the Stratford
Art Society Member’s Exhi-
bition and a staggering 205
works are on display.

The official opening night
on November 25 was well at-
tended and had Sue Davidson

Musical art in Stratford
CEO of Stratford District
Council as the keynote
speaker. She spoke of the vari-
ous initiatives the Council has
planned for the near future.
“Amazing turnout”, enthused
curator Sue Morton.

An attraction was musician
Anne Montgomery, in con-
junction with Opunake’s
Ashley Pedersen. The talents

of this duo made a pleasant
accompaniment to the
evening’s artistic viewing.

Anne and Ashley, on guitar
accompaniment, sang a range
of songs such as ‘Gypsy
Rover’, ‘Dream Lover’ and a
personal favourite ‘Love is All
Around Me’. A selection of
songs from Anne’s CD (and
audiotape) ‘Still Waters’, such
as ‘Home Away From Home’
we were also fortunate to hear
performed.

It is difficult to select works
for comment when there was
such a wealth of first class art
to choose from. However, here
goes:

The talented Waterson fam-
ily were represented, such as
Tony Waterson’s ‘Offerings’,
sculpted from Pinus Radiata.
This piece was both eye-catch-
ing and thought provoking.
Also on display was Tony’s
‘Small Pierced Bowl’ fash-
ioned from Copper Beech, as
well as a ‘Large Pierced Plat-

ter’ made from Elm. Karen
Waterson had several works on
display such as the majestic
‘Elephant Rock, Tongaporutu

Karen Waterson’s ‘Elephant Rock Tongaporutu’ (Spider’s Web/Acrylic).

‘Offerings’ (Pinus Radiata) by Tony Waterson.

in acrylic paint – with her
trademark spider web in-
cluded. Any of these would
grace anyone’s collection.

 Picasso enthusiasts would
have been gratified to view
Julie Cannon’s ‘Homage to
Picasso’, an acrylic painting.

There were some outstand-
ing photographs on show,
such as Lyal Barrett’s ‘Lake
Brunner in the Pink’. Lyal
captures the lake in an aston-
ishing blaze of sunset pink.
The lake is on the West Coast
of the South Island – not too
far from the Pike Mine of re-
cent tragedy.

A patron who especially is
drawn to watercolours con-
sidered that ‘My Archie’ by
Jean Franklin was especially
poignant and thoughtfully
painted.

There was such a plethora
of work – much of it avail-
able at competitive prices
(Have you chosen all your
Christmas presents yet?).
Apart from those mentioned
there were silk scarves, pot-
tery, glazed stoneware, cross
stitch, mixed media, tapestry,
decoupage, felt, and much
more.             Don’t miss this
exhibition - remember the last
day is   December 15.

               Rolland Mckellar

Ashley Pedersen and Anne Montgomery singing at the Percy Thomson Gallery recently.

Your hosts:

Jason & Carla

• Tasman St,   Opunake• Tasman St,   Opunake• Tasman St,   Opunake• Tasman St,   Opunake• Tasman St,   Opunake
• Ph 761-8387• Ph 761-8387• Ph 761-8387• Ph 761-8387• Ph 761-8387

THE PEOPLE’S PUB BRINGING YOU LIVE MUSIC TO OPS.

LIVE BANDS IN
DECEMBER

          NEW: ‘TNEW: ‘TNEW: ‘TNEW: ‘TNEW: ‘Tight-ass Tues’ & ight-ass Tues’ & ight-ass Tues’ & ight-ass Tues’ & ight-ass Tues’ & TTTTThurs hurs hurs hurs hurs WWWWWii Challengeii Challengeii Challengeii Challengeii Challenge

4

11

ROAST
MEAL
& Pool
Comp 5

12

For Dec only
TIGHTASS
TUESDAYS

FREE
POOL

6

13

ROAST
MEAL
& Pool
Comp

FREE
POOL

7
POKER

POKERTwo Pizzas
$20 & FREE
POOL

 -Cheap
 As Drinks

Chase the
Ace $475

14

8

15

  1

+
FREE
Bar

Snacks

+
Chase the
Ace Now

$500

Wii
Challenge

  2

9

 16

FREE
JUKEBOX

&
FREE Bar

Snacks

+
$15 Meal
& Drink
DEAL

 3

10

 17

PaintedPaintedPaintedPaintedPainted

Live Band
@9pm

(Ten Pin
Bowling)
From 7PM

blackblackblackblackblack

BOTTLESTORE

NEW Extended
RANGE OF
PRODUCTS

ALL DAY, EVERYDAY,

LOWER PRICES.

NEW

Opunake Surf Inn

Draught Beer

ON TAP

Range of Beers

under $20

We are a  sports shop,

activities centre, bar, meals,
for a social function with a difference.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Team Building and Leadership
Corporates, Schools, Sports Teams, Businesses

Social Functions
Christmas, Birthdays, Reunions,

Stag and Hens Dos, Social Clubs

Meetings and Conferences

• Mini Putt - 9 Hole • Pool

• Air Rifle Target Shooting • Table Tennis

• Archery • Indoor Bowls

• Tabloid Sports • Bagatelle

• Ball Pitching Machines • Darts

• Canoeing/Kayaking • Foozball

• Outdoor Bowls • Card and Board Games

Directors/Registered Teachers

Kevin Bennett + Barb Bennett

Ph: (06) 762-4838 or email iconsports@primowireless.co.nz
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Oakura Pharmacy

Staff from left:  Christine Bulman (Assistant), Jin Kim (Pharmacist),

and Jade Fergus (Technician). Minnie Kim (Pharmacist - absent).

What we do!!

• Prescriptions   • Free Blood Pressure Check

• First Aid   • Free Medicine Consultation

• Free Accu-Check Meter Battery Change and

  Calibration         • Gifts

• General OTC Medications

• Health Supplements

• Fax Prescription Accepted from Other Medical

  Centres.

• ECP (Emergency Contraceptive Pill Provider)

• Ear Piercing $20 including a pair of rings,

  antiseptic solution

• Blister Packs (weekly pick up with more than 5

  medications NO charge!!  Monthly $3.50 per pack!).

• Free Delivery if Pick Pp from FOUR SQUARE

  at Okato and Rahotu)

1132 Surf Highway 45, Oakura Ph (06) 752 7557

Opening Hours

Mon – Fri:  8:30 am – 5:30 pm

Sat : 9:00 am – 12:00 pm (during summer time)

New Ownership

celebrations!!

(1/12/11-10/12/11)

20% O
FF Thompson’s, Radiance, Goodhealth

& Nutra-Life products.

20%
OFF Coppertone Sunscreen products

30% O
FFCoral Colours &

DB (Designer Brands)

Christmas Gifts ArrivedChristmas Gifts ArrivedChristmas Gifts ArrivedChristmas Gifts ArrivedChristmas Gifts Arrived
Toys, lotions,

gift packs, soups,

fragrances, etc.

COME & HAVE A

LOOK!

FREE WRAPPING!!

Grab a free 2012

calendar!!
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TOLL FREE
0508 197 197
TOLL FREE
0508 197 197

Call for a

measure &

quote!!

$500 GrantsAvailable toEligible Homes

HEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPS

COOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMER

WARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTER

HEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPS
COOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMERCOOL IN SUMMER

WARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTERWARM IN WINTER

Tim Shadbolt and Gary
McCormick will be performing
at Okurukuru early in the new
year on January 4.

Arguably New Zealand’s
most colourful mayor and
former student activist who in his
early 20s shot to notoriety with
his book Bullshit and Jellybeans,
Tim Shadbolt and poet Gary
McCormick promise to be an
entertaining duo.

They have been touring the
country in their two person show.

“The year thus far – with the
honourable exception of the
Rugby World Cup –

has been a real bugger!” says
Gary McCormick … and he
should know.

Based in Lyttelton,
Christchurch his house took a
few steps sideways in the
February earthquake and
another major hit on 12 June.

‘I had just persuaded my
parents – both in their eighties –
to come down for a holiday
because I thought the
earthquakes were over.

‘Then on 12 June another
major earthquake hit and
shattered the house. The irony
was I had been filming Mum for
the Screentime•TVNZ
documentary on the 1931
Hawkes Bay earthquake. She
was five years old at the time and
in the main street of Napier
during the disaster.’

Two of McCormick’s
earthquake poems have been
used to open and close the Police
photographers’ best•selling book
‘22/2:Beyond the Cordon’.

So the December and January
tour with old mate Mayor Tim
Shadbolt is a much looked

forward to diversion.
Life has been comparatively

calm for His Worship Timothy
Shadbolt in Invercargill.

“The closest I came to a
frightening experience this year
was debating Paul Henry for his
new TV series called ‘Would I
Lie to You?”says Tim.

‘I would like to think that the
earth moved for Paul during our
talk but he showed no signs of
it!’

McCormick and Shadbolt
have done over 100 shows
together – a sizeable number
being corporate events.

“It’s great to be back on the
road again over the summer,”
says Tim. “We love it because it
really is fun in the sun! Everyone
is in a good mood, which is the
very best time to stage a comedy
show.”

The tour is in two bursts: one
in early December and then
from 2-10 January 2012.

As well as hosting the
humorous pair on what
promises to be a great night’s
entertainment, Okurukuru are
having music while you dine
every Friday night. The first and
third Friday nights the singer
will be Tina Bridgman. On the
second and fourth Friday nights
Sonic Delusion will be
providing the entertainment.
Summer hours at the popular
winery just north of Oakura
begin December 1. The summer
opening hours are Tuesday to
Saturday from 11am till late and
Sundays from 10am till 5pm.

So book now for your
Christmas functions.

“We can do everything from
wine tastings, canapes and cock-
tails, buffets and set menus in-
cluding our Christmas Set
Menu, Barbecue Buffet Menu,
Murder Mysteries, you name it,”
says Okurukuru manager Eileen
Marshall.

Tim Shadbolt and Gary McCormick – an unforgettable
night. Book early!

Mayor Tim Shadbolt and Gary
McCormick performing at winery

The Sex Fiend fantastic fun
The Sex Fiend was great

fun and just as funny as I
remembered it from the first
time I saw it staged many
years ago in Tauranga.

Written by New Zealanders
Stephen Sinclair – who also
co-wrote another of my
favourites, Ladies Night -
and Danny Mulheron, The
Sex Fiend is a very funny
farce set in the mid 80s in
Mathew’s rented flat where
he allows his girlfriend’s
poetry group to use the flat
for poetry readings.

 The Women’s Poetry
Group includes Phil (Jess
Callaghan), Eileen
(Katherine Wolfe) - a
traumatised soul recovering
from an abusive marriage,
and Mathew’s girlfriend
Anna (Liz Lawson).

Before the group arrives
however Brent (John
Lawson), Mathew’s English
cousin, arrives
unexpectantly. With a dozen
in one arm, and a clutch of
pornographic magazines in
the other, the original male
chauvinist proceeds to make
himself at home oblivious to

Mathew’s (Shawn Stanley)
protestations that he is
expecting visitors. First on

Brent’s list is to phone for a
call girl.

What follows is a delightful
farcical romp full of
misunderstandings. Brent
mistakes the sensitive Eileen
for the call girl, Mathew who
is not meant to be at home
dresses in drag to keep at bay
the man haters and lesbian
Phil confuses the
chauvinistic Brent for a
masculine ‘sister’ and falls in
love.

It was great fun.
From her first comical

strutting entrance Phil truly
embraced the part and carried

it off so well. Brent also was
an obnoxious – yet somehow
endearing - sexist boor

oblivious to the effect of his
offensive behaviour. There
were many comic moments

as he is ardently pursued by
the love struck Phil.

Eileen was also a nicely
drawn character who
successfully combined a
fragility with feminine
outrage at the whiff of any
male presence.

I also liked Desiree
(Hannah Rohe) who played
the professional though
detached sex worker with
great skill.

Anna and Mathew were
nice foils for the other
outrageous characters.

The diverse characters
however would not have
been so funny and
convincing without the
brilliant script.

The Sex Fiend was sterling
entertainment.

Directed by Christine King
who admitted on first
reading it might be a bit too
ribald said she revised her
opinion when she showed
the script to fellow players
who thought it was very
funny.

I am so glad she did.
The Sex Fiend finishes at

New Plymouth’s Little
Theatre on December 3.

Bernice McKellar

Confusion reigns - from left Mathew, Phil, Brent and Eileen.
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