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To Good Health and 
Best Wishes for 2025

Christmas

Merry Christmas everyone
Father Christmas on the 

new swing bridge up the 
mountain near the Stratford 
Plateau on December 6.

People came over, kids 
among them, keen to meet 
Father Christmas, he said. 
This included two lots of 

Germans and they were 
“really tickled by it”.  In 
Germany December 6 is St 
Nicholas Day when people 

put out a shoe in the evening 
for Mr Nicholas to fill up.

It was a beautiful day, a 
lovely day, bright and clear, 

said Santa adding that people 
were surprised seeing Santa 
Claus coming down the track 
all stopping to take a picture.

A presentation explaining 
everything you wanted to 
know about going solar held 
at Stratford Memorial Hall 
recently was attended by a 
curious lot all keen to learn 
more about how to use the 
power of the sun to generate 
power.

The Stratford Power 
Station is hoping to partially 
power Stratford using solar 
energy in the future and 
the information session 
was organised by Contact 
Energy in partnership with 
Lightsource bp to explain it 
all to interested people.

Among those present 
were farmers keen to learn 
more about the increasingly 
popular idea of solar farms.

There were also people 
who own properties adjacent 
to the 1000 acre property 
who might be affected by the 
project should it go ahead.

The solar panels, sit raised 
a little on farmland angled 
at around 30 degrees to the 
horizontal.

It is possible to graze 
sheep, chickens and geese 
on the land but not cows 

Going solar attracts curious crowd

because they would be likely 
to damage the panels.

The complete process 
was explained to all 
who attended one of two 
information sessions on 
Monday December 2 and 
Tuesday December 3. 

Contact Energy who 
own the Stratford Power 
Station would finance the 
construction of the panels on 
farmland using the company 
Lightsource who undertake 
the groundworks to get the 

site ready. The frames for the 
panels are then mounted on 
piles which are driven into 
the ground with “minimal 
ground disturbance.” 
Trenches for the cables are 
then dug so the electrical 
wires are safely protected 
underground.

The panels are then fitted 
to the frames which are 
laid out in evenly spaced 
rows. Generally wide grassy 
avenues between 3 metres 
and 7 metres are left between 

the rows of solar panels to 
reduce shading and optimise 
the amount of sunlight each 
row of panels receives. 
Typically around 70% of the 
solar farm is open grassland.

Foundations are then 
further prepared for the 
electrical components 
required some of which 
are built onsite. Ultimately 
once everything is in place 
and tested the solar farm is 

connected to the grid.
In the case of the 

Stratford Power Station the 
project will connect to the 
Transpower network via 
the existing infrastructure 
used by the Stratford Power 
Station.

Once operational little 
maintenance is required.

A map indicating where solar power is proposed for the 
Stratford region.

Rahui area extended 
page 3.

Eltham boy a big name at 
Oxford. Page 23

Do wind farms and seabed 
mining mix. Page 7

Great band to welcome in 
the New Year. Page 55

Continued page 5.

Lots to see at Stoney 
Oaks Wildlife Park.  
Page 38
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ADELPHOS

While we welcome free speech, the views expressed 
in the Letters to the Editor do not necessarily refl ect 
those of the Opunake & Coastal News. Please limit 
letters to 350 words as we sometimes struggle for 
space to fi t them all in.

Going near or far?

For more information contact Tracey at

Accounting for the future, today

Our Opunake office will be closing at 3pm on 
Thursday 19th December. 

We are open again at 9am on 
Wednesday 8th January, 2024.

Hawera - Opunake - 06 278 4169
Patea - 06 273 8674

OPUNAKE OFFICE
OPEN EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & 

THURSDAY  9am to 3pm

Accounting for the future, today

We wish all our customers a Happy Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE
WE ARE CLOSED FROM 23RD DECEMBER 12PM AND WILL  

RE-OPEN ON THE 6TH JANUARY . 

Haiku One
The wandering wise
Guided by that wondrous 

star
Bearing kingly gifts

Haiku Two
Heaven’s bread now born
Mary’s unspeakable joy
With angels singing

Christmas Haikus
Haiku 
Three
Herod’s crafty plot
Outfoxed by the wise ones’ 
ploy
The babe safe and sound

Haiku Four
Burning love aglow
Brightening up the darkness 
Bringing His life light 

 Haiku Five
Heaven’s living water
Now quenches at Jacob’s 

well
Cleansing all who seek

Adelphos

Our Opunake 
and Coastal 
News

It’s always delightful to 
read the different opinions 
in The Opunake and Coastal 
News. We read differing and 
controversial opinions about 
politics, wars, education, 
social issues and our maunga 
that enriches our farming 
community. Then there’s the 
arts, religion, landmark life 
celebrations, police reports, 
mental health, community 
workers, quirky cartoons and 
different farming approaches 
so vital to Taranaki rural life.

 In light of the recent 
announcements of 
community newspaper 
closings, let’s appreciate and 
continue to support our paper 
and businesses. Everyone 
is enriched by the real life 
stories, connections and 
fi nancial support our paper 
affords our community. 
Compared to other smaller 
papers in Taranaki, ours 
is unique in its range of 
interests, coverage and heart 
and soul. 

In the age of artifi cial 
intelligence development in 
the mass media it’s predicted 
that within the next two years 
it will be extremely diffi cult 
to tell the difference between 
real and artifi cial  images and 
deceptive disinformation. 
Today no one is exempt from 
receiving a bombardment of 
information, misinformation 
or disinformation on 
our android phones. A 
local community “hands 
on” newspaper keeps us 
connected with real people, 
grounded and down to earth. 

Just a huge thank you to the 
editors, the awesome staff 
of our paper and supportive 
advertisers. Our paper 
deserves an award. And have 

a blessed Christmas break.

An appreciative reader

The Treaty
From 1978 until 2020 I did 

not live in the country of my 
birth and had only sporadic 
visits. I always worked in 
media and in Sydney I ended 
my career interpreting news 
out of Australia and Oceania 
mainly for European, 
African and Sub-Continental 
Asian consumption. The 
organisation I worked for 
was exceptionally fi xated on 
style and truth and fairness. 
During visits home to New 
Zealand RNZ was my go-
to for reliable and authentic 
reporting on New Zealand. 
During the four years since 
my return I have found it 
now impossible to listen. 
Similarly with Stuff, NZ 
Herald, TVNZ etc. 

These organisations have 
become impossibly infected 
with a kind of “Maori 
Wonderfulness”. We all 
know that many Maori 
feel the same way as we 
refl ect on the ridiculous and 
nationally embarrassing War 
Dance charade put on by Te 
Pati Maori in Parliament 
recently. Winston Peters 
said in Parliament “The 
Hikoi was incorporated in 
September by the wife of 
Rawiri Waitati and daughter 
of Maori party president 
John Tamihere. It was a 
total Commercial Jack-Up”. 
Debbie Ngwera-Packer said 
in a television interview she 
had more rights than the 
rest of us white-fellas.....
Really?  Legions away from 
real Maori culture which 
has strength and integrity 
without all that show pony 
nonsense. One of the great 
strengths of Maori culture 
that was passed on to New 
Zealanders in general was 

they always had a keen 
sense of bullshit. Te Pati 
defi es those notions. They 
are a party not unlike The 
Greens of Shonks, Shysters 
and Charlatans representing 
those who would fi ll their 
pockets with the public 
purse. 

I saw a few interviews with 
people attending the Hikoi 
in Wellington and none of 
them really knew why they 
were there. Things like 
“I’m here because Seymour 
is a fascist or a racist.” 
They were there protesting 
something that wasn’t going 
to happen?  No, they were 
there as part of a recruitment 
drive for Te Pati Maori and 
alongside them stood many 
ignorant white people too. 
Public servants and worst 
of all and hidden behind 
this whole charade 42 KCs 
and no doubt large numbers 
in the legal profession who 
see any attempt at defi ning 
the “Principles of the 
Treaty” as a direct threat 
to their own considerable 
pecuniary interests. Publicly 
and handsomely rewarded 
by us all to spend their 
lives interpreting and re-
interpreting the “Principles”. 
An Australian Professor 
of Law I saw described 
them accurately as “legal 
bludgers” who have usurped 
our rights as citizens of 
this nation to have our 
representatives in Parliament 
decide these things.

So, I’m afraid Mary 
Moore’s defence of the 
Treaty does not hold any 
strength for me. It is a Treaty 
of the past and has redundant 
values and as I heard Bob 
Jones comment this week, 
If Maori want to live in the 
past, they will stay in the 
past. Asians are coming 
and taking over everything 
despite considerable 
handicaps while Maori are 

doing Hakas all day long.......
David Hancock

Eltham.

Thank you
Many thanks for your 

support of our Taranaki 
Floral Art DOY 2024 
event – we very much 
appreciated the coverage in 
your wonderful community 
newspaper Opunake and 
Coastal News, especially 
given the coverage area.

Our event was a huge 
success, on many levels – 
so thanks for spreading the 
word, especially prior to the 
event.

Best wishes to all your 
team – you all do a great job, 
I’m so impressed with your 
‘real news’ newspaper!

Judy
 

What is the 
difference?

Life is full of perspective. 
Who wears it, what for, 
who believes in it, or who 
talks the talk? What is the 
difference?

Bike gang members 
wearing patches, others 
wearing tattoos, those 
believing in different 
religions and knocking door 
to door.

Question. What is the 
difference, this, or the intent? 
What is the difference 
between arresting bike gang 
members for wearing their 
gang patches which other 
groups/gangs/iwi wearing 
theirs, just like Greenpeace 
and the iwi protesters 
confronting with the threat of 
intimidation, confronting the 
seabed mining shareholders 
wearing their patches on 
their clothing and disrupting 
and confronting them from 

Continued page 4.
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Design, upgrade and repair 
overhead and underground 
power supplies

• Powerco Approved Contractor
• Network connections
• Powerline maintenance
• Vegetation control around powerlines
• Fault repair
• Specialists in rural power servicing and installation
• High voltage installation
• Street lighting design and installation
• Underground utility detection

POWER SUPPLY  
Rural & Residential

0800 877 746 
E powerworx@obertech.co.nz

HOW TO BE RUBBISH FREE

www.ingrams.co.nzINGRAM’S

06 278 4786
Our 240 litre bin 

Locally owned & operated

Hawera
Opunake
Manaia

Kaponga
Eltham

We would like to thank 

all our customers for their 
continued support in 2024. 

We will be closed Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day, New Years Day and

2nd January, 2025.

We wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year.
CONTACT INGRAM’S TO BOOK YOUR BIN TODAY

ingrams@ingrams.co.nz

Specialising in:
Wheelie Bins, 
Front Load Bins 
& Skips

dallas@robertangus.co.nz
Robert Angus Real Estate Limited

Office: +64 (06) 7582484
Licensed Real Estate Agents  REAA 2008

DALLAS 
GREEN

Helping Good People 
find their Way Home

Buying or Selling 
Let ’s Work Together

027 448 1841

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY   10am-6pm
1139 South Rd (behind the bottle store)

Ph 06 7521157 Email: info@oakurameatco.nz

Food is an Experience
It brings people together. 

There’s nothing quite like eating well and drinking well

We do gift baskets. We do meat packs.
In-store or Give Us A Call

We’ll make it, tailor-made to your budget!

Christmas hams including free range and real NZ pork hams

A temporary ban on 
collecting seafood between 
Paritutu and Opunake has 
been extended for another 
two years.

The ban, which the 

Taranaki Iwi Rahui group 
has welcomed the decision, 
but says the message needs 
to get out there that the ban 
applies for another two 
years.

days to the end of the ban. 
There had also been a closer 
division in the submissions 
on whether to extend the ban 
than there had been when 
the ban was fi rst placed. 
Mahara says that in making 
the decision the minister had 
been assisted by offi cials 
from MPI, who he says, 
they had always found to be 
helpful and approachable. 

One difference is that this 
time the ban extends to one 

Seafood ban extended
providing the lore behind the 
ban, while the s186(a) MPI 
ban has added the force of 
the law.

He says that “while there 
are still burglars out there,” 
he hopes to get the rest of the 
community on board.

“We see this as a totally 
community issue which 
requires a total community 
effort,” he says. “It’s not a 
Maori issue. It’s an issue of 
raising the consciousness 

Mahara Okeroa.

Ministry of Primary 
Industries (MPI) had made 
in December 2022 under 
Section 186(a) of the 
Fisheries Act was due to end 
on Monday (December 16). 
It will now continue until 
December 2026. 

Taranaki iwi had earlier 
placed a rahui against 
collecting seafood in this 
area following the depletion 
of seafood resources along 
the Taranaki coast. 

Mahara Okeroa of the 

“Summer’s coming up and 
we know there are going to 
be great crowds out there 
who may not know it has 
been extended.” 

He says Oceans and 
Fisheries minister Shane 
Jones had agreed to the 
extension and formally 
notifi ed his decision in the 
middle of last week.

Mahara says there had been 
some concern as to which 
way the minister would 
decide with only a few 

The area covered by the Section 186 (a) ban.
kilometre past the mean high 
tide mark, where previously 
it had extended to two 
kilometres. 

Mahara says that while 
some have said the evidence 
for depletion of seafood 
stocks is anecdotal, much 
of it has come from those 
who have been regularly out 
diving in these areas.

One area of concern has 
been the decline in breeding 
stock.

Mahara says that while 
it takes seven years for 
crayfi sh to mature, the Asian 
market has a preference for 
younger specimens, so that 
the younger crayfi sh “far 
exceed the value” of the 
larger ones which make up 
the breeding stock. 

He sees the rahui as 

“We come at a time right 
on the cusp that there can 
be a positive outcome in 
our relationship with the 
environment.”

“The law under Maori 
customary fi shing rights 
allows under a permit system 
for Maori to access shellfi sh 
for specifi c reasons but we’ve 
decided as a community 
group not to exercise that 
right. The considerations are 
serious enough for all hapu 
to consider the non-issue of 
permits. 

“We are making sacrifi ces. 
We were brought up on this 
food. In our rugged colonial 
process the sea was a source 
of food as our land had been 
taken. 

“We are running an 
educational process around 
the whole question of 
sustainability, whether it’s 

land-based or sea-based.”
Mahara sees the next step 

as being some permanent 
protection by way of setting 
up a mataitai reserve. This 
is distinct from a marine 
reserve and there are already 
a number of them operating 
in different parts of the 
country. It would still allow 
taking seafood under certain 
circumstances, allowing 
where, when and how much 
can be taken. 

“It has now become an 
urgent reality which will 
operate to a set of criteria 
agreed to at the policy as 
well as at the community 
level,” he says. “It’s going 
to require a hell of a lot of 
work and strategic planning. 
It’s a logical extension to the 
extension.” of our community around 

sustainability and the impact 
on the ecosystem. 
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STDC MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions

Samuel, Donald & Ian Murray & Staff

06 764 8616

Wishing our customers a Merry 
Christmas & a Happy New Year. 

Closing December 20,
re-opening January 8, 2024

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com

www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

027 242 8379
027 348 9445

A Merry Christmas from the Mayor

Merry Christmas &  Happy New Year from Lincoln, Tina, 
and the Agrimec team

CLOSED WED 25th, THUR 26th, FRI 27th DECEMBER
OPEN MON 30th, TUES 31st DEC - Reduced hours 8.30 am - 4pm

CLOSED WED 1st, THUR 2nd, FRI 3rd JAN, 2025

38 IHAIA ROAD, OPUNAKE
06 761 8999

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALL OUTS PLEASE PHONELINCOLN 0273546017

Merry Christmas &  Happy New Year from Lincoln, Tina, 
and the Agrimec team

CLOSED WED 25th, THUR 26th, FRI 27th DECEMBER
OPEN MON 30th, TUES 31st DEC - Reduced hours 8.30 am - 4pm

CLOSED WED 1st, THUR 2nd, FRI 3rd JAN, 2025

38 IHAIA ROAD, OPUNAKE
06 761 8999

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALL OUTS PLEASE PHONELINCOLN 0273546017

 
I would like to wish all 

readers of the Ōpunakē and Coastal 
News a safe and happy festive season 

and all the best for next year.

Phil Nixon
Mayor, South Taranaki

MATERIAL 
HANDLING

CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

• RENTAL
• SERVICE
• PARTS

• NEW & USED SALES
• GULF LUBRICANTS

AB EQUIPMENT
29 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth

Grant Stachurski - Material Handling & Construction Equipment Sales
grant.stachurski@abequipment.co.nz | 027 227 0397

Ph (06) 757 5197 or 0800 30 30 90
www.abequipment.co.nz 

 Where has the year gone? 
I know it’s such a cliché, but 
it seems like only yesterday 
that I was writing my 
Christmas message for 2023. 
As we come towards the end 
of the year it’s timely to 
refl ect on the achievements 
and challenges of the past 12 
months. 

 In South Taranaki we 
completed many projects 
including the Nukumaru 
Station Road extension (Te 
Ranganuku Road), the new 
Waimate West reservoir, 
the 5km multi-use Loop 
Track in Pātea and, most 
recently, Te Ramanui o 
Ruapūtahanga, the district’s 

new Library, Arts and I-site 
Visitor Information Centre 
in Hāwera.

 In addition, good progress 
has been made on Stage 
2 of the South Taranaki 
Business Park, as well 
as planning, design, and 
public consultation work in 
support of the town centre 
revitalisation projects 
for Waverley, Eltham, 
Ōpunakē, Pātea and Manaia. 
Planning and design of 
Ōpunakē’s proposed green 
space was completed as 
well as a new pump track. 
Planning and design are 
well advanced for Stark 
Park and traffi c calming/
pedestrian refuge measures 
have been completed along 
the main highway in Eltham. 
Elements including signage 
and wayfi nding had been 
implemented in Pātea. 
Behind the scenes work on 
project Tūkau, (a possible 
shared Iwi/community 
multi-purpose space in 
Manaia) is progressing with 
the Council committed to 

undertaking work on both 
the Manaia Town Hall and 
Sports Complex.

 Meanwhile, the Council’s 
town revitalisation efforts 
in Waverley have not only 
transformed the town’s 
public spaces but also 
provided a signifi cant boost 
to the local economy. Thanks 
to lead contractor Waina 
View Civil Ltd, employing 
local subcontractors, has 
created both economic and 
social benefi ts for the town. 
This has also fostered a 
strong sense of community 
ownership and pride in the 
revitalisation initiatives.  
Waverley residents can 
now enjoy enhanced public 
spaces, from safer pedestrian 
crossings and a vibrant 
café deck on the main 
street to scenic pathways 
and green spaces at the 
Waverley Domain. These 
improvements have not only 
beautifi ed the town but also 
made it more accessible and 
inviting for residents and 
visitors alike.  

 Looking ahead to 2025 
there are plenty of projects 
and challenges we face (such 
as how we progress manage-
ment of our 3 waters infra-
structure, adapt to the im-
pacts of climate change and 
fund our infrastructure while 
keeping rates affordable) but 
I am very excited about our 
district’s future. 

 Thank you to the many 
clubs, organisations, schools 
and individuals across the 

district for the great work 
you have done for our com-
munity over the last year, 
and those of you who have 
welcomed me to your meet-
ings, events and special oc-
casions. The opportunity to 
get out and meet you all is 
one of the great privileges I 
get in my role.

 Christmas is a great time 
for catching up with family 
and friends, but it can be a 
stressful and lonely time for 
many. Please remember to 
treat each other with kind-
ness and respect.  Finally, if 
you’re driving over the holi-
day season, take care on the 
roads, stay calm, take plenty 
of breaks and please don’t 
allow any distractions while 
driving. 

 Have a great Christmas 
and a happy and healthy 
New Year and I look for-
ward to seeing and working 
with you in 2025. 

Phil Nixon
Mayor

South Taranaki District.
 

PHIL NIXON
MAYOR STDC

doing their business.
Beliefs and often just 

hearsay are often without 
facts, just talked about and 
are often just skin deep.

I guess there are people 
going to protest soon about 
the cruise ships coming into 
our waters and port and 
holding out their hands for 
passengers to enter Taranaki 
land, entry fee.

Ian McAlpine
New Plymouth

Mayday
 Re: Mark Chapman Intent 

Shining Bright in Methane 
science and target review

There was once this 
question for a Sunday 
School teacher: “Why is the 
world beastly?”

The teacher suggested that 
we fi rst ask merely about a 
part of the world, namely 
gravity. The question can 

then be answered with a 
reference to a tree and a tree 
feller. Gravity will procure 
the tree to fall upon the 
feller, to kill him or make his 
life miserable, if he doesn’t 
look out when he advances 
with his chainsaw humming.

The clever tree feller may 
make a clever plan for 
cutting down tree but later 
the wind’s direction can 
change and undo his plan. 
(The teacher suggested to 
consider the bright side 
and therefore to ask also 
whether there is anything 
lovable about gravity, to 
muse whether lovability and 
beastliness might go hand in 
hand.)

Sometimes a tree feller 
may advance upon a tree like 
Mark Chapman advanced 
upon John Lennon, with 
mind in a tremendous twist; 
the beloved singer and 
songwriter to be murdered, 
come what may. This tree 
feller should especially 
beware.

Mr Chapman could not 
look after he’d worked 
through to a steeled mind. 

He testifi ed as much. Now 
with the recent publication 
of the Methane science and 
target review it has become 
clear the Ministry for the 
Environment (and the 
government more broadly) 
cannot look. The signs of an 
irretrievably steeled mind 
are redolent in the report so 
one must ask whether this is 
for good or bad.

The terrible truth is that 
the greenhouse effect is 
completely untenable as a 
theory. It marks a genre of 
lower-order science like 
nothing else before it. At the 
same time, a peerless and 
credible theory of global 
warming is available, all 
worked out in the technical 
details. I have been asking 
the government to look at 
this, because a solution is 
probably available. For a 
number of years my letters 
have been received and 
classifi ed as inconvenient. 
I hoped the review panel 
would be ready for some 
melting of the steeled will 
and I got my submission to 
the panel away early in the 

review period to give them 
good time with it. Alas they 
appear not to have been able 
to hear any argument about 
the cause of global warming.

As you may be aware, the 
threat of the actual warming 
continues to rear its head in 
real life tragedy. 

It seems increasingly 
likely that the fourth estate 
in some way will need to 
frame my case for general 
consumption and help to 
shine a light. To their credit, 
the government has signalled 
an interest in reviving some 
issues that were to the fore 
when resource consent 
management was invented. 
They can be pictured 
salivating before the giant 
brain of the fourth estate. 
They are lost for words 
themselves but possibly 
would let you put some 
words in their mouths 
whereas for a theory that 
is largely diplomatic bag, 
the bag history and the 
history of resource consent 
management probably go 
back to a common origin.

Letters to the Editor
Continued from page 2.

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5
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Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

We are closed on the 
statutory days.

DOMINATOR GARAGE DOORS TARANAKI

When it comes to protecting your assets and family, 
you can’t buy better than a Dominator garage door.

Unka’s Jewellers
189 High Street, Hawera

Ph 06 278 4258 | 021 128 786

CLOSING DOWN SALE
All jewellery, watches, 

trophies, and other items 
greatly reduced.

Please come in and collect your items 
that are on Layby or have been repaired 

or engraved. 

Unka’s Jewellers would like to thank 
their customers for their support 

over the last 43 years.

Letters to the Editor

The science of my 
submission resides largely 
in what some would call the 
crowning achievement of 
19th century physics. After 
the second world war, the 
spirit of the Marshall Plan 
loomed large all over the 
world and, for many years, 
calculus and mathematics 
education were so happily 
married that it would not 

When the farmland is no 
longer required as a solar 
farm everything is removed 
and the site restored to what 
it was previously.

The solar panels are orien-
tated so they capture maxi-
mum sun ie with some facing 
east to capture the morning 
sun and others facing west to 
get the afternoon sun. 

Solar panels provide ideal 
weather protection for live-
stock which can shelter be-
neath the panels from either 
the cold or sun. Contact cur-
rently owns and operates two 
power stations in Taranaki 
and has done so for 20 years. 
They are fired by natural gas 
piped across Taranaki.

One plant supplies power 
to Stratford. The second 
plant is used only during 
times when demand for 
power is at a peak.

Both are gas fired?
It is intended that the for-

mer will be ultimately de-
commissioned in several 
years ie., is to be replaced by 
Solar power.

To this end 450 hectares 
of existing dairy farmland 
beside the Stratford Pow-
er Station is to be utilised 
(bought?) with construction 
to start mid 2026. Sheep will 
be also grazed on the site. It 

Letters to the Editor
Continued from page 4 have been wacky to aver that 

calculus lessons started at the 
age of five, in New Zealand 
as in Japan. Presumably 
the object was to give all 
matriculating students a 
good general knowledge 
of weights and measures, 
with knowledge of all the 
common quantities and 
properties like temperature 
and energy to be included.

This is the spirit and the 
knowledge that the world 
has lost or shunned.

The not-looking of those 
who want to treat the carbon 
emission reduction targets 
like injunctions from high 
above is in my opinion a 
great threat to the globe. The 
Methane science and target 
review is available from 
the government now and 
contains assertions that are 
both false and critical to the 
findings.

Russell Z Christensen
Eltham.

Going solar attracts curious crowd
Continued from page 1

is anticipated up to 200 jobs 
will be created during con-
struction.

When finished the Strat-
ford Solar farm will power 
40,000 homes. In carbon 
emission terms, equivalent 
to 18,900 cars off the road.

The Stratford Solar Farm 
and solar farms in general 
are designed to be in opera-
tion for at least 35 years. 

Contact Energy
Contact Energy delivers 

20% of the electricity gen-

eration in New Zealand.
This includes geothermal 

power (taps the earth’s natu-
ral heat flow from the hot 
mantle (at around 1000oC) 
up into the cooler crust, hy-
droelectric power (uses the 
natural flow of moving wa-
ter to generate electricity as 
in Clyde and Roxburgh), 
thermal power (Stratford) 
and solar.

Lightsource bp
Lightsource bp and Con-

tact Energy formed a 50:50 

joint venture to deliver solar 
power for New Zealand. The 
partnership is committed to 
sourcing, developing, and 
constructing solar farms that 
contribute to New Zealand’s 
clean energy future. The aim 
is to support New Zealand’s 
transition to renewable ener-
gy while contributing to the 
country’s decarbonisation.

Lightsource bp was fully 
acquired by bp in 2024.

Among those at the information session.

Reaction among those 
attending one of two 
information sessions on the 
propspective Stratford solar 
farm powerwas mixed.

A sheep and beef farmer 
from the Stratford area who 
did not want to be named 
described it as “interesting.” 
He’d come along because he 
was curious and added “To 
be fair I think we need to 
diversify a bit.”

Another, also keen to not 
be named however was not 
so happy commenting it was 

Reaction mixed
“very good dairy land that’s 
disappearing.”

Another person who had 
a lifestyle block near the 
proposed solar farm thought 
the prospect of solar panels 
“spoils the outlook of the 
farmland.” She’d however 
“come to learn.”

A beef and dairy farmer 
from Toko, was concerned 
that the panels could affect 
the temperature of the 
land and mentioned global 
warming. Had they measured 
the temperature before the 

panels had been installed, 
and after, he queried.

Another person who had 
been “65 years farming” said 
he was “not keen”.

Another was enthusiastic 
about the project. Had he 
been younger he would have 
been very interested he said 
adding “hell yes”. His son 
in Wellington has got solar 
power he said.

“It’s silly to be using all 
this oil and gas when we’ve 
got free energy from the 
sun.” 

On December 24, 1953 
at 10.21pm the Tangiwau 
disaster occurred. When 
the railway bridge over the 
Whangaehu River was hit 
by a flood of volcanic lahar 

(boulders, water, silt and 
debris) it collapsed as the 
express train crossed it. Six 
carriages fell down; of the 
285 passengers 151 died. 
Some bodies were never re-

covered. Only three carriages 
and two goods vans did not 
fall.

The tragedy was caused by a 
volcano-related build up from 
the crater lake at Ruapehu.

On this month in history - the Tangiwai disaster
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OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

Rhonda would like to
thank all her clients

for their support.
“I wish you all

a  Merry
Christmas

and a
Wonderful
New Year.”

Phone 06 761 7466
88 Tasman Street, Opunake, Taranaki

D P PLUMBING
Plumber / Drain layer
Wishing everyone a 

happy holiday season

All plumbing needs
Phone Duane on
021 023 05 021

With Christmas and the 
end of year just around the 
corner this is an appropriate 
time to thank everyone who 
has supported us throughout 
the year. There are too many 
to name, and with fear of 
missing someone out I will 
thank everyone. No matter 
how big or small, your 
generous donations, support 
and gratitude go a long way 
in helping us in the service 
we perform. A big thank 
you also to our grounds 
keeper who, as usual keeps 
our lawns and garden well-
manicured.
Year to date, we have 
attended 51 callouts, which 
is slightly down on last 
year.  Medicals, MVAs and 
alarm activations made up 
the majority of these. The 
members of the Opunake 
Volunteer Fire Brigade 
spend countless hours at 
trainings, callouts and 
community events, their 
dedication to protecting the 
Opunake community is truly 
outstanding.  
Although we have an open 
fi re season at the moment, 
that could easily change 
as we get into January. 
Hawke’s Bay and parts 
of the South Island are 
currently experiencing drier 
than normal conditions for 
this time of year. If you 

are thinking about putting 
a match to that pile of 
rubbish on the farm, a good 
website to go to is www.
checkitsalright.nz . This 
site tells you the type of fi re 
season we are in and what 
you can and cannot do. It 
also has a link to get a fi re 
permit if it is required.
Over Christmas and 

Opunake Fire Brigade News

through January, we take 
a fi ve week break from our 
Monday night trainings, but 
you will still see us at the 
Christmas Parade and at the 
Opunake Beach Carnival. 
At the Carnival we will be 
demonstrating an oil fi re 
with a purpose build kitchen 
fi re trailer. We can show the 
correct way to extinguish an 

The Opunake Fire Brigade’s callouts this year.

oil fi re and what can happen 
when water is used on oil.
Have a safe and happy 
Christmas and New Year. If 
you haven’t been thinking of 
joining the fi re brigade, then 
make that your New Years 
resolution and we’ll see you 
in 2025.

Andrew Pentelow (CFO)

Getting into the spirit of 
Christmas at Eltham

This year the Eltham Volunteer Fire Brigade have lit up the station for Christmas. A 
trolley has been decorated and placed on the roof with lights and a mannequin of Santa. 
Worth a look if you’re passing through Eltham at night between now and Christmas. 
Photo supplied by the Eltham Fire Brigade.

80 TASMAN STREET, OPUNAKE
PH 06 761 7553

Opening hours: 
Mon - Fri:  7am - 8.30pm | Sat & Sun: 9am-9.30pm 

We make great 
Burgers and 
Desserts! 
Come in and try 
them.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, December 12, 2024 NEWS       7



Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple,  professional 
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery. 

Simple But 
Significant

233 Carrington St
New Plymouth

Fisher Taranaki 
50 Rimu Street, Strandon, New Plymouth
06 758 5068
fisherwindows.co.nz

Grant l’Ami - New Home Consultant
P: 027 809 7060 | 0800 102 104

E: grantlami@signature.co.nz

L
A
W
Y
E
R
S

Thomson O’Neil & Co.

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

The partners and staff of Thomson O’Neil & Co. 
wish all clients and friends a safe and happy 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
WE CLOSE ON DECEMBER 20 

AND REOPEN ON JANUARY 22, 2025.

Robert England on 
Wednesdays & Fridays

2 Aytoun St, 
Opunake
Ph 06 761 8773

2 Aytoun St, 

Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year 

from  the Opunake 

Farmlands Team

 

 

Phone: 06 751 2969 

Email: taranaki@aoteasecurity.co.nz 

Cameras & Security Alarms 

It was perhaps inevitable 
that a competitor for seabed 
space would make its unseen 
presence felt at a meeting to 
discuss environmental issues 
facing a proposed offshore 
wind project.
The public information 
session held in Hawera 
was the last of four dealing 
with issues surrounding a 
proposed wind farm in the 
South Taranaki Bight backed 
by the Taranaki Offshore 
Partnership, a Joint Venture 
of the New Zealand Super 
Fund and Copenhagen 
Infrastructure Partners.
Copenhagen is not the only 
windfarm developer to have 
expressed interest in setting 
up an offshore energy project 
in the South Taranaki Bight. 
Blue Float Energy, which 
like Copenhagen has set up 
projects in different parts of 
the world had been looking 
to set up here as well. Earlier 
this year, however they 
announced they would not go 
ahead after the government’s 
announcement of fast track 
legislation breathed new life 
into a proposal by Trans-
Tasman Resources (TTR) 
to mine ironsands off the 
South Taranaki coast. This 
proposal had previously 
been considered dead in the 
water following successful 
court action by opponents.  
Blue Float had said that 

while they could work 
alongside competitors 
like Copenhagen, 
ironsand mining would be 
incompatible with what they 
wanted to do.
Giacomo Caleffi  of 
Copenhagen Infrastructure 
Partners says that while 
they are sorry to see Blue 
Float pull out it is up to 
every company to make 
its own assessment of any 
risks involved. A structural 
engineer, he has worked 
on offshore wind energy 
projects in the United 
Kingdom and Germany. 
Other places Copenhagen 
are currently working 
include Taiwan.
“We’re currently building 
our third offshore wind farm 
there. It’s a small country 
but there’s a lot of sea so 
it’s a perfect opportunity for 
offshore wind energy.”
He and marine biologist Dr 
Alison Lane were speaking 
at last week’s meeting in 
Hawera, the fourth and last 
in the Turning to the Future 
series of public information 
sessions on the project. 
Previous sessions had dealt 
with introducing what they 
wanted to do, the electricity 
sector and training and 
job opportunities. The 
latest meeting dealt with 
environmental issues.
Giacomo says they are 

hoping to set up 12 nautical 
miles offshore in an area that 
can be viewed from Hawera 
to Opunake. By the end of 
next year they are hoping 
to be able to apply for a 
feasibility licence. They are 
looking to make the fi nal 
investment decision in 2030 
and have everything up and 
running in 2035.
He acknowledges that a lot 
of work goes into deciding 
whether a project is feasible 
and it’s something of a 
gamble. At the meeting he 
was asked how many of 
their investigations lead to 
successful wind farms.
“If we’ve been looking at it 
for 3-4 years, then there’s 
probably a 75% chance it 
will be a project, “ he said.
There are four factors which 
could stop a project from 
going ahead. These are 
environmental factors, the 
lack of a port, no transmission 
grid and the project not being 
commercially viable.
He was asked how it could 
fi t in with seabed mining.
“I mentioned four risks 
earlier. That’s number fi ve,” 
he said.
There has never been 
anywhere in the world 
where offshore wind energy 
and seabed mining have co-
existed, so they are entering 
into uncharted territory.
There are three possible 

Seabed mining and wind farms 
never been mixed anywhere

Dr Alison Lane makes a point.

scenarios, he said. TTR 
could fail to get a consent. 
TTR could get the consent 
but not start work, “because 
few people know how big 
a project it is.” Finally they 
could get the consent and 
start work.
Alison Lane spoke about the 
environmental factors to be 
considered.
“The environment is not 
just about birds, whales and 
reefs, but it’s also about 
human uses,” she said.
The area has unique species 
of seabirds, as well as larger 
pelagic birds that are not 
so common in the northern 
hemisphere. 
Alison said they had been 
working to fi nd out where 
the gaps in their knowledge 
are and what further research 
needs to be done. They had 
been working with various 
groups and organisations 
including Iwi, the Taranaki 
Regional Council and DOC, 
as well as local fi sher folk.
“They have got a huge 
amount of information in 
their heads which isn’t 
documented,” she said.
In August they deployed 
three underwater 
microphones on the seabed 
in the South Taranaki Bight 
for a year, which will record 
ambient noise to monitor 
the presence and migration 
patterns of marine mammals.
She was asked if they 
had considered the 
environmental effects on the 
land where the power would 
be brought ashore. She said 
a consent would be needed 
to do this and any issues 
that needed to be addressed 
would come up then.
Giacomo says South 
Taranaki’s shallow water 
makes it well suited for 
offshore wind energy.
He was asked if they would 
consider setting up off the 
Waikato coast. He said both 
Taranaki and Waikato had 
their plus points.
“The wind speed in Taranaki 
is so much better,” he said.  

Giacomo Caleffi .

Opunake Fire Brigade News
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 
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Season greetings. Your Taranaki  
MPs are here to help you.

Barbara Kuriger 
MP for Taranaki-King Country

David MacLeod
MP for New Plymouth

Carl Bates
MP for Whanganui

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz
barbarakuriger.national.org.nz/

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Barbara Kuriger 
MP for Taranaki-King Country
Barbara Kuriger 
MP for Taranaki-King Country
Barbara Kuriger 

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz

David MacLeod

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz

Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Sea�n’s Gr��ngs!s Gr��ngs!

Authorised by David MacLeod, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

David MacLeod
MP for New Plymouth

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz

Ph: 06 759 2580
37 Gill Street, New Plymouth.

On behalf of my family and office, I wish you all a 
safe and happy holiday season.

Our office is closed from: Mon 23 Dec 2024
Reopening on: Mon 13 Jan 2025

As we near the end of 
what has undoubtedly been 
the busiest year of my 
decade in politics, I want 
to express my gratitude for 
your support. I wish you 
all a joyful Christmas, an 
excellent holiday if you are 
taking one, and, of course, 
a successful and prosperous 
New Year.

Looking back at 2024, it has 
been a year of productivity 
and delivery, decisive action 
and signifi cant achievements 
for the new coalition 
government—particularly 

for the farming sector. 
In our fi rst year, we 

aggressively cut red tape, 
enabling the farming 
sector to thrive without 
unnecessary burdens. We 
restored common sense to 
the rules governing intensive 
winter grazing and stock 
exclusion, paused the rollout 
of Freshwater Farm Plans, 
and implemented practical 
guidelines for on-farm 
water storage. These actions 
are equipping our rural 
communities for success.

We took bold steps by 

removing agriculture from 
the Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) and 
disbanding the ineffective He 
Waka Eke Noa partnership. 
We signifi cantly ramped up 
funding for AgriZeroNZ to 
develop essential emissions 
reduction technologies—and 
we are actively reforming 
gene technology regulations 
to foster innovation.

Furthermore, we raised 
the cap on the Recognised 
Seasonal Employer (RSE) 
scheme and increased 
investments in Rural Support 
Trusts and local catchment 
groups to strengthen rural 

resilience.
We relentlessly pursued 

enhanced trade relationships 
to secure superior returns 
for our farmers. This year, 
we expanded opportunities 
for New Zealand’s primary 
exports by securing major 
trade agreements with the 
UAE and Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), allowing 
for 51 percent tariff-free 
entry from day one. We 
successfully eradicated $733 
million in non-tariff barriers 
and reinstated log exports to 
India.

But I suppose on a more 
personal level for me, the 

What a year

Barbara Kuriger
MP Taranaki - King 

Country

of the importance of the 
rural sector to the New 
Zealand economy. This 
government stands fi rm 
in its commitment to, and 
confi dence in, the primary 
sector’s ability to deliver 
for New Zealand. We will 
continue to partner with 
the sector to ensure rural 
communities are supported 
and we continue to all move 
forward together. 

Barbara Kuriger
MP for Taranaki-King 

Country.stand-out achievement is 
the restored recognition 
by the new government 

Greenpeace is applauding 
the Green Party for 
promising bold action 
on dairy sector climate 
pollution with the launch of 
the party’s He Ara Anamata. 
However, Greenpeace 
warns that the party will 
need to have the tenacity to 
push these policies through 
as bottom lines in future 
coalition negotiations.

“The intensive dairy 
industry, led by Fonterra, is 
New Zealand’s worst climate 

polluter, belching out vast 
amounts of superheating 
methane gas,” says 
Greenpeace spokesperson 
Amanda Larsson.

“There are simply too 
many dairy cows in New 
Zealand. These massive 
herd sizes are only possible 
because huge amounts of 
palm kernel and synthetic 
nitrogen fertiliser are used 
to feed them. It’s great to 
see the Greens committing 
to phase out these enablers, 
bring agriculture into the 
Emissions Trading Scheme 
and support farmers to 
transition to ecological 
practices that work in 
harmony with nature.”

Livestock is the single 
biggest source of methane 
emissions - a superheating 
greenhouse gas that is 80 
times more potent than 
carbon dioxide over a 20-
year period. Reducing 
methane associated with 
meat and dairy is a critical 
lever that will infl uence how 
quickly or slowly the world 
heats up in the near term.

“At a time when the 
Luxon-led government is 
caving to polluting industry 
lobbyists and undermining 
climate action across all 
fronts, it is refreshing to see 
an alternative pathway,” 
says Larsson.

“Farmers must be 
supported to transition 
to more plant-based and 
ecological farming methods 
that use fewer inputs and 
sustain smaller herds. This 
way of farming is better for 
people, cows, the rivers, 
and the climate. It’s also 
increasingly what customers, 
both here in Aotearoa and 
overseas, want and expect 
from food producers.”

Larsson says that it is 
one thing to promise bold 
action two years out from 
an election but another thing 
entirely to put those promises 
into action if elected.

“The Greens will need to 
show real tenacity to push 
through these policies if 
elected into Government. 
For more than twenty years, 
successive Governments 
have failed to hold the dairy 
industry to account for its 
outsized climate pollution. 
That includes the previous 
Government where a Green 
climate change minister 
failed to bring agriculture 
into the Emissions Trading 
Scheme despite six years in 
offi ce.”

The world experienced 
r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g 
temperatures in 2024, 
making this year the hottest 
year on record. Scientists 
are now warning that the 
1.5 degree target - set as a 
benchmark for avoiding the 
worst impacts of climate 
change - is becoming 
increasingly unattainable. 
Greenpeace says this means 
it’s more important than ever 
to tackle global livestock 
emissions, including in 
Aotearoa.

“Climate change is like 
a raging housefi re, and the 
meat and dairy industry’s 
methane pollution is a 
stream of petrol pouring 
onto the fl ames. That fi re is 
burning up our only home, 
and our kids are inside,” says 
Larsson.

“The decisions we make 
today will make or break 
our future. Now is the 
time to be courageous and 
steadfast. We know how to 
cut emissions - we have all 
the technology and tools 
to do so. What’s needed is 
political will to put these 
tools into action.”

Greenpeace welcomes  Greens’ 
Emissions Reduction Plan

The next issue of the Opunake and Coastal News 
will be coming out on January 30 2025.
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SECOND WIND
SECOND HAND SHOP

Selling clean quality items at 
reasonable prices.

Specialising in weird stuff, cool junk.
Open Tues - Sat 10am-2pm

Motorua Shopping Centre | Text 022 184 3796

Thanks to all of our clients in Taranaki & across NZ for your continued support.

Winner of the 2024 
IANZ Brokerage of 

the Year award

06 759 4252  /  34 Egmont Street, NP  /  insuretaranaki.co.nz

One year and one month 
since becoming a member 
of Parliament, Carl Bates 
says he is loving it, love the 
work, love getting round the 
electorate. 

“The job of an electorate 
MP is what you make of 
it,” says Carl “getting out 
and about” and meeting his 
constituents.

Last Monday the Member 
of Parliament for Whanganui 
had had a busy day beginning 
at 4:30 am to attend the dawn 
blessing of Te Ramanui o 
Ruapūtahanga , Hawera’s 
new library, I-site Visitor 
Information Centre and 
art gallery. Then it was 
onto Eltham for a ‘Carl’s 
connect’ to meet some 
Eltham constituents who 
had concerns about waiting 
lists in hospitals and an issue 
with a local councillor that 
he “needed to take up with 
Mayor Phil”.  Next it was 
back to his electorate offi ce 
in Hawera before returning 
to the formal opening of the 
new building in Hawera at 
9:30am. After delivering a 
100 year old birthday card 
at Eltham there was a 12 
noon meeting at Te Kiri with 
farmers then onto Opunake 
and Manaia visiting the vet 
clinics before heading home 
to Whanganui to visit his 

grandmother in hospital in 
the evening.

Being an MP was, Carl 
acknowledged “very 
demanding”. 

Asked what he found 
the most diffi cult aspect 
of being an MP he said 
it was the realisation that 
“There’s always more that 
you can do, another event 
you could attend.” He also 
hadn’t anticipated the size 
of the electorate. “It’s a huge 

electorate,” he says adding 
he didn’t give enough 
consideration to its size. 
Also, that as New Plymouth 
is the main centre for some 
of his constituents it meant 
spending more time in New 
Plymouth.

One of his achievements 
he’s notched up in his fi rst 
year is getting a commitment 
from One New Zealand to 
build a cell phone tower 
in and around Patea. He 

also currently has a Private 
Members Bill before 
Parliament increasing the 
age of excusal for jury 
service. “Once you turn 65 
you can ask for temporary 
or permanent exclusion” to 
serve on juries. He wants to 
extend the age to 72 which, 
apart from the wisdom older 
people bring to the job, also 
means “We’ve got a larger 
pool of people to serve on 
juries.”

A demanding job I’m loving 
The chartered accountant 

cites pushing the farming 
sector and “spending money 
effi ciently and effectively” 
as two of his main thrusts in 
standing for Parliament and 
absolutely “approves of the 
way we’re going”.

He’s been visiting a lot of 
local businesses and says 
their mood was “cautious 
optimism”. Asked about 
the fact that a number of 
newspapers are threatened 
with closure including the 
local Stratford Press and 
that advertising revenue was 
going offshore and not in the 
government coffers as in the 
case of all local businesses 
which pay tax, he added that 
he didn’t see any solution 
though said the situation 
was ”being reviewed”. They 
were however supportive 
of the local newspapers 
by way of advertising, he 

added. He also spoke on 
the rural doctor situation 
when asked and said the 
Government was promoting 
the rural inversion scheme 
in which trainee doctors are 
given free accommodation 
as an incentive to come to 
rural communities in the 
hope that they will return 
to rural practices when 
fully qualifi ed. Another 
medical school in Waikato 
which focussed on rural and 
provincial health was being 
considered.

The approachable MP 
who prior to returning to 
New Zealand spent 12 years 
in South Africa returning 
with his South African wife 
who is a vet said he’d like 
to thank everyone who has 
supported him over the year.

“I’m absolutely focussed 
on being able to advocate for 
my community,” said Carl. 

Carl Bates out and about.
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NEW IMPROVED POO BREW

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Fatigue 
Foggy brain
Hot and shitty
Headaches
Depression
Constipation
Body odour

Bad breath
Insomnia
Smelly wind
Coated tongue
Overweight
Indigestion

A combination of herbal powders to assist in healing the 
gut, nutritionally supporting the body and cleaning the 

bowel

Your Guide to healthy bowels

1 - indicates constipation. We 
recommend an increase in fibre, 
hydration and magnesium.

3 -  indicates ideal stools which are 
easier to pass.

5 - shows loose stools. Indicative of 
an irritated gastrointestinal tract.  
We recommend digestive enzymes, an 
increase in fibre and avoiding wheat. 

Cleans the bowel
Psyllium is proven to increase faecal size 

and moisture. The most common 
characteristic of stools following 

supplementation of psyllium are soft. 
sleek, and easily passable stools. 

Compared to other laxatives, psyllium 
doesn’t cause wind. Psyllium goes sticky, 

pulling off the rubbish from the intestinal 
wall.

Nutritionally nourishes 
the entire body

Barley grass has no gluten as it is from 
the shoots of the barley plant. It is a 

natural detoxifier and boosts the immune 
system. It is also very alkalising to the 

body attributing to reducing acidity in the 
body which may cause acidiosis damage. 

An imbalance of an acid/alkali ratio in the 
body may lead to problems like sleep 

disorders, cardiac pain, fatigue, 
constipation and fragile fingernails. 

Barley is a nutrient rich superfood loaded 
with vitamins such as all the B Vitamins, 

Vitamin C, Vitamin E and Vitamin K. Barley 
contains an abundance of electrolytes 
such as magnesium, phosphourous and 
potassium, along with other essential 

minerals such as zinc, iron and calcium. 
Barley grass is a powerful antioxidant, 
containing essential amino acids and 

beneficial enzymes. 

Heals the gut
L-Glutamine is an amino acid which heals the gut. It is 

especially important for brain metabolism as it sustains 
mental ability. L-Glutamine has been effective in reducing the 
severity and incidence of very painful diverticulitis. It reduces 
sugar cravings, helps in fat reduction and in building muscle.

You can’t come in, but 
we will deliver!
Give us a call

Of all the vessels lost on the 
Taranaki coast, the Lizzie 
Bell remains one of the most 
well-known.
Wrecked off Oeo with the 
loss of 12 of her 18 crew on 
the night of July 24 1901, the 
cemetery at Pihama where 
the dead are buried now 
bears its name. 
The morning after the wreck, 
a family cart owned by local 
farmer John Pettigrew was 
used to carry the bodies of 
the dead sailors from the 
beach to the Oeo Hotel.
The cart can now be seen 
behind glass in a purpose-
built building at the 
cemetery on permanent loan 
from the Pettigrew family to 
the Pihama Cemetery Board.
Even before the Lizzie 
Bell was wrecked, the 
cart had already played a 
leading role on the Taranaki 
coast. William and Susan 
Pettigrew had brought it 
with them to Opunake from 
Auckland in 1882. William 
and his brother-in-law Adam 
Laybourne set up one of 
the fi rst shops in Opunake 
at a time when the only 
way into town was by ships 
which would anchor in the 

Opunake bay. Goods and 
passengers would be rowed 
out and loaded on to drays 
in the surf, like the one the 
Pettigrews owned and then 
taken into town. There were 
lidded bins on each side to 
keep the fl our and sugar dry 
and clean. The cart was also 
used to deliver goods around 
the district. When William’s 
oldest son John bought the 
Jerseydale farm at Pihama it 
was used for farm work and 
later taking the milk to the 
dairy factory.
Years after the Lizzie Bell 
was wrecked, John’s son 
Doug continued to use the 
cart on the farm. 
“He preferred to use it in 
the winter as it didn’t mark 
the paddocks as bad as the 
new Fergie 24 tractor,”  
his daughter Joy Dorn 
told the Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board in 2022.
Joy and her brother Gordon 
Pettigrew were at the 
community board meeting 
supporting the Cemetery 
Board’s application.
“I can remember feeding 
out in it with my Dad in the 
1950s,” Gordon recalled. He 
says over the years the cart’s 

condition has deteriorated.
“It was stored in a shed on 
the farm, and it was open to 
the south.” 
As years went on the cart 

has played a major part in 
local celebrations like the 
Pihama School 75th jubilee, 
and its centenary in 1987.On 
that occasion the cart led the 

celebration with William’s 
great great grandchildren 
Maree, Craig, Joanne and 
Bryan Dorn riding in it. 
The cart also put in an 

appearance at a ceremony 
at the cemetery organised 
by the Merchant Navy 
Association in 2019.

Cart that brought Lizzie Bell bodies to shore 
now in Lizzie Bell Cemetery

The Pettigrew family cart led the parade at the Pihama School Centenary in 1987. The driver was Jim Symes with 
Maree, Craig, Joanne and Bryan Dorn, great great grandchildren of William Pettigrew.
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CHALLENGE Rahotu
5800  South Rd, Rahotu

Ph 06 763 8848

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

& SAFE 
MOTORING

from the 
team at 

Challenge 
RahotuRahotu

Christmas Hours:
Closed December 24 to January 6

STIHL SHOP HAWERA
Cnr Glover RD & Union St
Ph: 06 278 4753   Fax: 06 278 5682
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz www.stihlshop.co.nz

STIHL SHOP HAWERA WILL BE 
CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 25 

- JANUARY 6

We wish everyone a wonderful 
Christmas and a happy New Year

YOUR KITCHEN SPECIALISTS!

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our valued 
customers”. Last day December 19.  Open January 13.

On Friday afternoon the 
streets of Eltham were 
buzzing as the count-
down to the town’s annual 
Christmas Parade got un-
derway.
The Eltham Lions Club 
has been running the pa-
rade every year since Li-
ons Club member Geoff 
Harris pushed for it to be 
resurrected more than 20 
years ago. Club president 
Huia Brown was looking 
forward to the evening.
“Hopefully we’ll have 
eight market stands. 
They’re always great, and 
there’s a good turnout 
with the fl oats and lots of 
schools taking part,” she 
said, noting some of the 
local groups who would 
be having stands along the 
parade route.
 “There’s the netball club 
and the marching girls 
who are going to be in the 
parade as well. They’re 
going to the North Island 
championships next week. 
The Lions have got a bar-
becue going up the road.”
This year Santa would be 
coming on a sleigh, she 

taking part in the parade they 
had a Santa-themed trolley 
sitting atop the Fire Station.
Kevin Barry of the Eltham 
Fire Brigade said that the 
trolley was about 10 years 
old and had been used in 
trolley derbies. They had 
placed a Santa mannequin in 
the trolley as well as adding 
lights.
“It’s worth having a look at 
a night,” Kevin says. “The 

Eltham gets it together for  Christmas parade

Finance minister Nicola Willis came to Eltham with 
Whanganui MP Carl Bates and ended up judging the 
fl oats.

said. The vintage fi re truck 
he had arrived on last year 
was being repaired.
At the Eltham Fire Station 
the Fire Brigade were get-
ting in on the act. As well as 

put the fl oat together. There 
were 45 students on the 
truck, including all the Year 
8 students.   
“Thirty kids gave up all 
their lunch times and morn-
ing teas. As soon as they got 

to school they wanted to do 
their painting,” said Penny.
And what did the guest judge 
think of all this?
“It’s such a joyful, wonder-
ful thig to be part of,” said 
Nicola.

So what was she looking 
for?
“Creativity, originality and 
execution, and I’m always 
partial to a bit of humour,” 
she said. She and Carl had 
spent the day in the elector-
ate, beginning with Whan-
ganui where they had a look 
at the Sargent Gallery and 

he said.
There wouldn’t be many 
Christmas parades that could 
say they had the Minister of 
Finance judging the fl oats, 
but Nicola Willis was doing 
just that. She was there with 
Whanganui MP Carl Bates 
and she said this was the fi rst 
time she had ever judged a 
Christmas Parade.

lights automatically come on 
when it gets dark.”
The trolley had been put 
up the previous Monday 
and would be coming down 
some time after Christmas, 

made stops in Waverley and 
Hawera. She said she was 
impressed with the sense of 
community in Eltham, as 
seen by the Lions Club able 
to call on the help of 40 vol-
unteers, and by the support 
for local schools. She was 
also impressed by how well 
known Carl appeared to be 
in the local community.
As well as the whirr of mo-
torised vehicles, the clop 
clop of mounted members 
of the Eltham Pony Club is 
another of the traditional 
sounds associated with the 
Eltham Parade. Club presi-
dent Desiree Bond said they 
have 57 members. Nineteen 
of these are children and all 
of them were there that day. 
Those who weren’t mounted 
were in the accompanying 
trailer.
“The tree they decorated by 
themselves, and when the 
children were asked what 
they wanted to be they de-
cided they wanted to be 
elves.”
The Pony Club were judged 

third, with Nature’s Won-
ders second and Ngaere 
School fi rst.
Ngaere School deputy prin-
cipal Penny Andrews said 
parents had pitched in to 

Ngaere School celebrate being named the best fl oat.

The Eltham Pony Club was there in force.
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  Rust Repairs 
  WoF Rust Repairs
  Exhausts
  Panel & Metal Fabrication  
  Full Restorations

customs  classics  lowriders

talk to elmo today
027 262 7845    elmosgarage@hotmail.com

We wish our clients and their families the very best
Christmas season and a happy and prosperous New Year.

As the end of another challenging year draws to a close
we would like to thank you for your support and we look

forward to offering you continued service
in the New Year.

Office and Showroom -
Closed 12pm Monday 23rd December 2024

Open 8am Tuesday 14th January 2025

164 PRINCES STREET, HAWERA 06 278 8883 •www houghtonsplumbing.co.nz
Plumbing Gasfitting Drainlaying Bathrooms Parts & ServiceHeating

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES

CHIPSEAL & ASPHALT 
SURFACING

EXCAVATION & LANDSCAPING

0800 363 433 / out-back.co.nz

FREE Driveway Quotes 
Taranaki Wide

Knowledgable advice on the best chipseal 
treatments on any project

A glimpse at Opunake’s 
beloved beach 60 years ago
In this issue the Opunake 

and Coastal News wishes its 
readers a Merry Christmas. 
Sixty years ago, back on 
December 19 1964 another 
Taranaki publication The 
New Plymouth Photo News 
was doing the same. 

The monthly publication 
which retailed for the 
princely sum of 2/6 lasted 
from 1957 to 1966. It’s 
December 1964 issue 
included news of two recent 
additions to Opunake Beach. 

One of these, the Surf Club 
building is still familiar to 
visitors to the beach. The 
other, the wartime aircraft is 
less familiar today, although 
it was enjoyed by a previous 
generation who played on it 
during the summer months.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Phone 06 761 7016
23 Napier St, Opunake

Local news, local people, local businesses, local sport, local arts and events. 
Delivered free around the mountain every fortnight. 

A reader recently came 
into the offi ce to show 
this issue of a paper from 
a time when newspapers 
with a local fl avour were 
more common than they 
are today.

He had also been able 
to come up with some 
information about the 
aircraft. 

It was a 1943 Grumman 
Avenger torpedo bomber 
acquired from the Gisborne 
Aircraft Preservation 
Society. 

From Opunake it moved 
to the Silverstream 
Transport Museum. He 
understands it was later 
rebuilt in Tauranga. 
Grumman Avengers were 
used by the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force during 
the Pacifi c campaign.

The Surf Club building today.
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NEW PLYMOUTH

p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM

p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Stanners Motors Ltd

135 High Street, PO Box 30, Eltham 4353.
Phone:  06 764 8904 
Fax:        06 764 8902
Mobil:   027 668 5060
E-mail:  stanners@xtra.co.nz

Family business established in 1919
Authorised Ford Parts & Service Dealer
All vehicle servicing including cars, 
trucks, trailers, forklifts, WOF and tyres,
Castrol oils & lubricants.

Travel safely these holidays
Christmas greetings to all

“Mike and Dee wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year, and thanks for your 

continued support during the year”

MANAIA 
FOUR SQUARE
53 South Rd, Manaia
Ph 06 274 8406

CENTRAL ENGINEERING
TARANAKI

• Design /Consultation
• Quotation / Estimation
• Fabrication / Installation
• Mechanical Engineering

• Diesel Mechanical    
   Repairs
• General Engineering
• Taranaki wide

Shaun Cadman
14 Castle Street, Eltham | 027 645 0162

centraleng2018@gmail.com

Merry Christmas from the team at 
Central Engineering Taranaki

Taranaki owned and operated

We also specialise in unique 
stone works for special 

projects.

TINY AUSTIN
021 663 199

tiny@headstonestaranaki.co.nz

We create all types of new memorial work and restorations, including 
second inscriptions, repainting and cleaning existing memorials.

NEW PLYMOUTH

IN TARANAKI

OPEN 7 DAYS, 9 - 5

 Growing Great Gardens 

PALMERS NEW PLYMOUTH, 
680 DEVON ROAD, WAIWHAKAIHO
PH: 06 758 7455

A glimpse at Opunake’s 
beloved beach 60 years ago

The article from The New Plymouth Photo News Dec 19, 1964.
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Also SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

by SCARPAS David Deacon

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
FROM SCARPAS SHOES

New summer sandals 
have arrived!

from Nigel and Michele!
Thank you for your support throughout the year.

RUST REPAIRS - TOUCH-UPS - REPAINTS
W.O.F REPAIRS - INSURANCE WORK 

Nigel Fraser
44 King St, Opunake
06 761 8098 

westmister@xtra.co.nz

Closed from 21st Dec. 

Re-opens 13th Jan.

SPECIALISING IN VINTAGE WORK.

Merry 
Christmas 

from Shaun, 
Mel & the 

team

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS 

HERE
Call our advertising team on 

06 761 7016 
and get a 16.3% discount off our 

normal rates * 
*When you commit to an ad this size in each issue for 12 

months and quote this number: 1807122

FOR ADVERTISING THAT WORKS!
Delivered free to rural Taranaki homes fortnightly | Available at newstands 

in Opunake, New Plymouth, Waitara, Stratford,  Hawera and Inglewood.

Last week Te Hawera 
Community Board 
member Raymond 
Buckland was adding 
the � nal touches to 
the board’s book box 
project.

It turns out that while 
the South Taranaki 
District Council were 
getting ready to open 
the new Hawera Library 
the Community Board 

Fostering the joys of reading

Raymond Buckland of Te Hawera Community Board and their just completed book box project.

had been busy with 
their own book drop-o�  
project.

Barely a hop step 
and jump away 
from Te Ramanui o 
Ruaputahanga the 
Community Board had 
been working on their 
book box in Campbell 
Lane. 

Located on the le�  
side of the lane heading 
towards Cornish’s 
carpark a converted 
fridge/freezer donated 
by board chair Liz 
Watson is a place where 
people can drop o�  
books and others can 
pick them up. Raymond 

and his mate Wayne put 
together the wooden 
casing and installed a 
plaque.

“We’ve put it on this 
side so that when 
people walk out of town 
they’ll notice it,” says 
Raymond. “We did this 
so that everyone gets an 
opportunity to read a 
book.”

He says he hopes it’s 
something that other 
places notice and decide 
to take up.

Hawera is however 
not the � rst place in 
South Taranaki to have 
somewhere where 
people can drop o�  
books for others to pick 
them up. Since 2018 a 
converted mailbox has 
served this purpose at 
the Cli�  Top Garden 
in Opunake. � e 
Cli�  op Library was 
the brainchild of Janine 
Mullin, whose mother 
Margaret is one of the 
garden’s volunteers.

pick them up. Raymond 
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(06) 759 9943
Ton: 0274 938 146

WWW.DEKENMOTORS.CO.NZ

2024 Toyota Corolla CROSS Z
2 to choose, Black/Silver, AWD, 1.8 Auto, Brand new

2017/20/21 MINI Cooper  Contryman 
ALL4 SE, black/white/blue, Great buys

2023 Toyota Prius G SPEC
As new, 14kms, Leather,S unroof, 2L

2013-19 Toyota Aqua  1.5 Hybrid
5 to choose, all low kms, great colour selection

2018 Ford Ranger WILDTRAK 
2 owners, great condition,leather, Tow Bar, 95kms  

$39,990
Now
$45,990

Now from
$18,990

Now
$39,990

19/20/2023 Toyota Corolla GZ
Top Specs, From 5kms, 3 to choose, Siver/Black/Red

Now from
$22,990

2015/19 Range Rover s
HSE/Sport, Petrol & Diesel, Grey/White/Champagne

2021 Mazda CX-8 TAKAMI
NZ new, 4WD,Sunroof,  2.2L, Diesel, Full leather, 54kms

Now
$38, 990 $53,990

2014 BMW X6 50M 
4.4, V*, Twin Turbo, only 30kms, Amazing car

From
$47,990

Now 
$39,990

2008/11 Mitsubishi Delica 
4WD, 7 seater & 8 seater, Pearl

Now from 
$17,990

2014/17 Land Rover Evoque, HSE Dynamic
2L, SI, full options, 2 to choose, Red/Black 

2022/23 Toyota Yaris Cross
8000kms, 29kms,  Hi Spec, Leather, Black/Pearl

From 
$37,990

2024 Toyota Hiace Commuters
2 to choose, 12 seaters, 2.8 Diesel, 2.7 Petrol,

Now from
$62,990

2014 Audi S6 V8
NZ New, Amazing performer, Great condition

 $31,990
2013/15 Honda Odyssey ABSOLUTE

7 Seaters, full spec, black/dark blue

From
$17,990

2022 Hyundai Santa Fe LTD AWD
2.5, 7 Seater, 1 owner, As new

$52,990

Now
$47,990

From
$10,990
Economy

HYBRID
low kms

HYBRID

HYBRID
great

 buying

2021 Toyota RAV4 G SPEC
2.5, Auto, 33kms

2009/12/17 Toyota Vellfire
2.5, 3.5, V6, 4 to choose, 7/8 Seater

4 to 
choose

7 SEATER Low kms

3 to 
choose

2020 Tesla Model 3 Long Range AWD
Sunroof, Leather, Immaculate, 48kms

HYBRID

Must be 
seen!

Now
$45,990

HYBRID

Brand 
new

From 
$29,990

$45,990
From
$13,990

LOW KMs

PLUG-IN
HYBRID

Top 
Spec

Now from
$18,990

PLUG-IN
HYBRIDHYBRID

Now
$39,990

Top 
Spec

Now
$38, 990

7 SEATER

Now from 
$17,990

4 to 
choose

From
$13,990

HYBRID

From
$37,990

3 to 
choose

Now

HYBRID
low kms

From
$47,990

Low kms

Now from
$62,990

Brand 
new

From
$17,990

LOW KMs

Low kms

Now 
$39,990

HYBRID

$52,990

From
$10,990
Economy

HYBRID

Now from

great
 buying

2021 Ford Everest TITANIUM
1 owner, Leather, Sunroof, As new, 26kms

$53,990

From 
$29,990

Low kms

Must be 
seen!

New Zealand and Australian species are among the most vulnerable to extinction in a warming world, according 
to a global analysis of 30 years of research. The author fi nds that under a projected 2.7°C rise above preindustrial 
levels, 1 in 20 species will be at risk of extinction globally. Amphibians; species from mountain, island, and freshwater 
ecosystems; and species inhabiting South America, Australia, and New Zealand face the greatest threats. 

Hopeful for some great weather like this for summer.

NZ and Australian wildlife among most vulnerable
Local news, local people, 

local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake
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Download this free app to find out what’s 
going on from bin collections and road 
works, to events, pools and libraries. 
Or to report issues from potholes to graffiti.

npdc.govt.nz

Choose the right 
healthcare for you 

and your whānau

Care at home

GP or 
Doctor

Healthline

Accident urgent 
medical centre

Pharmacy

Emergency 
department

Info.health.nz

Advice and information 
on general wellness, 
colds, flu and Covid, 
minor injuries and  

skin issues.

Appointments with 
a doctor for general 
wellness, high fevers 

and rashes, injuries, mid 
to long term healthcare 

and all vaccinations.

Free health advice 
and information 24/7 
from trained nurses 

and other health 
professionals.

Out of hours or urgent 
care if your GP isn’t 
available, for urgent 
injuries or if you’re 
feeling very unwell.

Medicines and 
vaccinations, help to 
treat minor illnesses, 

over-the-counter 
treatment.

Go immediately if you 
have chest pain, difficulty 

breathing, severe  
bleeding or severe pain.

0800 611 116 Advice and treatment

Call 111 if it’s a life  
threatening emergency

Oral health tips for a 
tooth-friendly Christmas

From chocolates to candy 
canes, sweet desserts and 
sugary drinks, Christmas 
is full of festive treats we 
love to indulge in. But 
remember, all those sugary 
foods can be harmful 
to our teeth, especially 
the younger members 
of our family/whānau.

Parents play an important 
role in keeping children 
healthy and looking after your 
child’s teeth over the festive 
season is very important. 

With so much going on 
at Christmas time it can 
be easy to forget to brush 
your teeth day and night, so 
remember to keep up your 
good oral health routine and 
be aware of overindulging in 
too much sugar. Try to cut 
back as much as possible. 
And if you’re travelling 
away, make sure you don’t 

Look after your health this summer
leave your toothbrush 
and toothpaste behind.

Healthy teeth = a healthy 
smile. Follow these steps 
at home this Christmas and 
protect your child’s smile.

• Brush teeth twice a day 
with a fl uoride toothpaste

• Lift the lip every 
month to check for signs 
of tooth decay (holes)

• Choose healthy snacks 
that are low in sugar

• Drink water or milk
If you have any dental 

queries or concerns this 
festive season, please 
contact your nearest clinic 
or phone 0800 TALK 
TEETH (0800 825 583).

Telehealth services 
available across the 
motu this summer  

With the Christmas 
holidays only a few weeks 
away, Health New Zealand | 
Te Whatu Ora is reminding 
New Zealanders of the 

excellent clinical telehealth 
providers available 
throughout the country.

 Although many GPs across 
the motu will be either 
closed or operating limited 
hours over the Christmas 
and New Year period, 
many will have a telehealth 
provider available for their 
communities to ensure safe 
access to primary care. 

Many common summer 
conditions can be safely 
managed by telehealth 
clinicians, including 
providing prescriptions 
where needed, and all from 
the comfort of your home 
or holiday destination.

Ka Ora Telecare is our 
national telehealth provider 
focussed on our rural 
populations. If you live 
rurally or you are visiting 
rurally, then you are able 
to access Ka Ora services 
by phoning 0800 2 KA 
ORA (0800 252 672) or 
book online at kaora.co.nz 

You can book an 
appointment directly online, 
or phone to speak to a nurse 
who can help guide you 
through triage and seeing a 
doctor or nurse practitioner 
to address your needs. If 
you are a rural resident 
visiting the city you can still 
use Ka Ora, so remember 
to store their number on 
your phone, just in case.

See your pharmacist 

for health advice
Your local pharmacy is a 

great place to go for health 
advice, and they can treat 
common minor ailments 
such as eye infections and 
infl ammation, pain and 
fever, scabies, urinary 
tract infection, head lice, 
eczema or dermatitis, and 
minor skin infections – 
all without the need for a 
prescription from your GP.  

Pharmacies outside the 
main centres may have 
limited stock of some 
medicines so if you or 
a whānau member is 
running low on prescription 
medication, please prepare 
for the holiday break and 
contact your local GP 
or healthcare provider 
now to arrange a repeat 
or book an appointment. 

Summer health check list: 
• If you need 

prescription medication over 
the summer break, contact 
your local GP or healthcare 
provider early to stock up. 

• Visit www.
healthpoint.co.nz for 
up-to-date information 
on your local GP and 
pharmacy opening hours. 

• Rural people, and 
people holidaying in rural 
areas can access Ka Ora 
rural telecare by calling 
0800 2 KA ORA (0800 
252 672) or book online 
at kaora.co.nz directly or 
via referral from their rural 

healthcare provider. The 
service runs from 5pm to 
8am on weekdays and 24 
hours a day at weekends 
and on public holidays.  

• Remember if you 
get sick whether you’re 
at home or away, call 
Healthline on 0800 611 
116 for free medical advice 
24/7 – interpreter support 
is available. Healthline 
can also advise what 
services are open wherever 
you are in the country.  

Pertussis epidemic
Following  the rise 

in confi rmed pertussis 
(whooping cough) cases 
across the country, the 
National Public Health 
Service (NPHS) has declared 
a national epidemic.

Pertussis is highly 
contagious and can cause 
serious harm to babies, 
especially those who are 
too young to be vaccinated. 
Pertussis causes breathing 
diffi culties and severe 
coughing fi ts. It can be 
spread easily between 
people, usually by 
coughing and sneezing.

The best protection against 
pertussis is to get vaccinated. 
This is particularly important 
for pregnant people, pēpi, 
tamariki and older adults 
who are at higher risk. 
encouraging antenatal 
immunisations and on-time 
infant vaccinations are more 
important than ever. Getting 

immunised when a person 
is pregnant, will protect 
pēpi until they can have 
their fi rst immunisations 
when they are 6 weeks old. 
Immunity will pass from 
the pregnant person to their 
pēpi through the placenta.

Shingles vaccine 
recommended for anyone 
aged 50 and overThe shingles 
vaccine is recommended for 
anyone aged 50 and over. 
It is free for the 12 months 
after your 65th birthday. 
It is also free to some 
people aged 18 and older 
in some situations. There 
is a cost for the shingles 
vaccine outside this time.

Anyone who has had 
chickenpox is at risk 
of developing shingles 
later in life. One in three 
people will get shingles 
during their lifetime.

Shingles is a painful rash 
that develops on one side 
of the face, body or head. 
Before the rash develops, 
people often have pain, 
itching, or tingling in the area 
where the rash will develop.

The most serious 
complications are nerve pain 
that can last for months or 
years, and eye problems that 
can result in loss of vision.

The best protection against 
shingles is vaccination. 
Shingles vaccines can 
be given by your nurse, 
doctor, healthcare provider, 
and some pharmacies.
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67 Breakwater Rd (up Norma’s Way) • NEW PLYMOUTH • PHONE 06 751 5065
FAX: 06 751 5085 • WWW.NEWTONGORDGE.CO.NZ

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL JOINERY

• Kitchens • Stairways • Vanities • Lounge Units • Bench Tops • And More

Merry Christmas and thank you for your support in 2024
See you all in 2025 

Allen Juffermans
Surveyor 
Juffermans Surveyors Ltd

Prospero Place
STRATFORD
06 765 4122

South Taranaki offices are at:

Te W’anake The Foundry, 
High Street,  HAWERA
06 278 4135

32 Ridgeway Street, WHANGANUI
06 345 0333

www.jsl.nz  |  info@jsl.nz

3 Sunley St, Borrell Park, New Plymouth
06 753 6910  |  info@swd.nz  |  www.swd.nz

FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINUIM JOINERY NEEDS - 
NEW BUILDS, RENOVATIONS, INSERT 
JOINERY, RETROFIT DOUBLE GLAZING, 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

The Tapuae Roa 2025/26 
Action Plan was offi cially 
launched at a sold out event 
in New Plymouth with 
over 250 locals attending. 
Facilitated by Te Puna 
Umanga Venture Taranaki, 
the regional development 
agency, and developed 
through collaboration 
between Taranaki mayors, 
iwi, and sector leaders, 
the updated Action Plan 
outlines key priorities for the 
region, focusing on driving 
innovation, investment, 
and sustainable growth.

The plan prioritises 
pragmatic projects and 
initiatives that will help 
Taranaki leverage its 
strengths. “Adapt or perish” 
is the strong message 
from the region’s Mayors.

Stratford Mayor and 
current chair of the Mayoral 
Forum, Neil Volzke said, 
“While Taranaki has 
strengths in some sectors, 
such as energy and food, 
we cannot ignore that the 
global economy is changing. 
The world is grappling 
with the need to reduce 
emissions while maintaining 
economic security, and we 
must position ourselves 
to grow sustainably in the 
face of these challenges.”

“We are committed to 
working together to make 
Taranaki the best place to 
do business, driving smart, 
sustainable growth, and 
ensuring that our children 
and grandchildren inherit a 
region full of opportunity. 
This Action Plan refl ects our 
collective determination to 
unlock investment, remove 
barriers to sustainable 
development, and drive 
high-value opportunities 

Regional Action Plan o�  cially 
launched at sold out event 

across our key sectors.”
The Action Plan builds 

on the long-term regional 
strategies of Tapuae Roa 
- Make Way for Taranaki, 
originally launched in 2017, 
and Taranaki 2050, which 
have been shaped through 
years of collaboration and 
consultation with local 
leaders, iwi, businesses, 
and the wider community. 
It highlights specifi c 
priority areas including 
energy, food and fi bre, 
tourism, Māori economic 
development, and fostering 
innovation through new 
industries and investment.

“This is a plan for everyone 
in Taranaki and it celebrates 
our unity going forward to 
adapt in the face of change,” 
said Kelvin Wright, Chief 
Executive of Venture 
Taranaki, the regional 
development agency.

“As a region we’re 
known for our strong Team 
Taranaki collaborative 

approach, which has enabled 
Taranaki to be a leader and 
future-focused region that 
doesn’t shy away from 
challenges, but rather looks 
at how we can turn them into 
opportunities. We encourage 
our community to read it, 
engage with it, and be part 
of the journey as we work 
together to create a strong 
and sustainable future.”

The launch event at 
the Devon Hotel in New 
Plymouth saw leaders from 
across the region come 
together to present the 
updated plan and reaffi rm 
their commitment to 
working collaboratively.

The event featured talks 
from regional and sector 
leaders highlighting the 
importance of continued 
partnership to achieve 
shared goals. Among others, 
speakers included Mayor 
Neil Holdon (NPDC), Ross 
Dingle (Port Taranaki), 
Danielle Gibas (Wild for 
Taranaki), Jo James (Juno 
Gin), and 10-year-old 
Miller Joyce-Flutey (Ōmata 
School), who represented 
the youth of Taranaki.

The Tapuae Roa 2025/26 
Action Plan introduces 
several forward-focused 
initiatives aimed at fostering 
investment and supporting 
emerging industries. 
Some of these include:

- Taranaki Applied 
Innovation Centre: Plans 
to establish a hub for 
biotechnology and high-
tech industries, positioning 
Taranaki as New Zealand’s 
leader in innovation while 
fostering collaboration 
between experts, students, 

and the community.
- Māori Economy 

Development Strategy: 
Developing a strategy to 
align Māori economic growth 
with regional opportunities, 
enabling collective 
investment and innovation.

- Economic Innovation 
Zone (EIZ): A proposal to 
create a designated area 
to stimulate economic 
growth, attract investment, 
and foster collaboration 
between businesses, 
research institutions, 
and governments.

- Taranaki Maunga 
Tourism Opportunities: 
Understanding current 
visitor data, and 
developing sustainable 
visitor products centred 
around Taranaki Maunga, 
including new trails and 
upgraded visitor facilities.

- Driving renewables and 
innovation: Continuing 
to catalyse offshore 
wind opportunities and 
supporting projects that 
convert renewable energy 

into sustainable fuels 
(Power-to-X), like green 
hydrogen and methanol.

- Strengthening 
Engineering Supply 
Chain: Strategies to retain 
and develop the region’s 
skilled workforce, while 
positioning the region as a 
national and international 
hub for energy and industrial 
supply chain expertise.

- Land Diversifi cation 
Initiatives: Expanding 
initiatives like Branching 
Out to explore new 
crops and value chains, 
ensuring resilience and 
sustainability for the 
region’s agricultural sector.

The Tapuae Roa 2025/26 
Action Plan will be 
reviewed annually and 
updated every three years 
to remain responsive to 
changing regional and 
global dynamics. Future 
updates will align with 
local councils’ Long-Term 
Planning processes to ensure 
the plan’s initiatives are fully 
supported and resourced.

� e launch of the Regional Action Plan.
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In Mahi Ngahere we integrate Science, Te Ao Māori, Numeracy and our FLAME values 
while working with Taranaki Iwi, Te Ara Taiao, real scientists Mr Thom Adams and Dr 
Emily Roberts  and our community with the goal to restore a neglected part of our kura 
into a ngahere full of natives.

Students have the opportunity to work together, learn and embrace community garden-
ing and involvement at Parihaka in the māra.  We are lucky to take all we learn at 
Parihaka back to our kura where we apply this new knowledge to our own school māra

. 

The Hauora Leaders of Rahotu School are a group of Year 7 and 8 students who 
organise whanau days, fundraisers, school events and help to build school spirit. During 
the year we organised events such as ‘Pink Day’ to promote anti-bullying. “Daffodil Day’ 
to raise money for the Cancer Society and held our annual ‘Mud Day’

RAHOTU PRIMARY SCHOOL
South Road, Rahotu

Office: 06 763 8658 | admin@ rahotu.school.nz 

See us online at www.rahotu.school.nz

A YEAR AT RAHOTU SCHOOL

Room 3 dressed all in pink for Pink Day

Students enjoying Mud Day

'In Our Hands' Production 2024.

Room 1 performing in the production.Students performing in this year's 
production.

Students from Room 4 planting at 
Parihaka.

Calf & Lamb Day 2024

Kapa Haka Puanga 2024.

Year 7/8 CampOur school production ‘In Our Hands’ was a huge hit. The teachers and students 
put many hours of practice each day of term 2 to make sure that the show was 
amazing! Many thanks to Raeleen Luckin who came in to teach all the dances and 
spent many more hours to make sure we were show ready!

Mahi Ngahere.
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158 High Street,
Hawera

Raewyn Clifton
Ph: 06 215 5041

FLORIST & GIFTS

 

We would like to thank our customers for 
all your support, at both premises of

319 Devon Street East, New Plymouth 
and 5 Glover Road, Hawera

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year

We will be closed from 
12pm Friday 20th December 2024.,
and will re-open 8am on
Monday the 13th of January 2025.

We will be closed from 
12pm Friday 20th December 2024.,
and will re-open 8am on
Monday the 13th of January 2025.

We will be closed from 
12pm Friday 20th December 2024.,
and will re-open 8am on
Monday the 13th of January 2025.

The Okato Christmas 
parade on Sunday evening 
attracted an enthusiastic 
crowd of determined 
spectators despite the fact 
that it was pouring with rain. 

The procession of fl oats 
went down the main 
street to the roundabout 
then returned as excited 
children scrambled for 
lollies thrown out to them.

With umbrellas much in 
evidence both among the 
spectators and those in the 
fl oats, it was certainly a fl oat 
parade with a difference, 
but the weather did nothing 
to dampen the spirits of all 
involved in the annual event.

After the parade the 
bedraggled crowd of 
spectators and others 
enjoyed a sumptuous 
free supper at the Coastal 
Taranaki gymnasium of 
hamburgers, sausages, 
ice blocks and slices.

Commented Joy 
Burmeister from the 
Okato Community Church 
which organised the Okato 
Christmas parade with help 
from other members of 
the community, “We were 
just amazed at how the 
people braved the weather 
and turned up and had an 
amazing time together.”

She said she would like 
to thank the groups who 
helped organise the event.

The parade was judged 
by Marian Richardson, 
Julie Knowles and 
Emily Rajasingh.

The winning fl oat was 
Okato Vets, second was 
Coastal Taranaki School, 
3rd Stepping Sones, 4th 
Tumahu Hall and 5th 
Coastal Young Farmers.

Rain doesn’t dampen spirits at 
Christmas parade

� e winning � oat, Okato Vets.

ABOVE:  Coastal Young Farmers.

LEFT: 
Tumahu Hall

Do you know what happens if you don’t 
advertise?

...nothing
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2024 @ St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē …What a year and what a team! 
Our school roll is on the up and we have confirmed our new Principal - Mr Brook Murfitt and Deputy Principal - 
Mrs Anna Charlie. We have been able to enjoy adventures like leadership trips to Wellington, camps at Vertical 
Horizon and TOPEC, AG Day, Book Fair and an 80’s Disco. On Thursday 5 December we welcomed Tall Blacks 
Captain, Corey Webster and Tall Fern, Brooke Locke (pictured left) as part of our official ‘Hoops in Schools’ 
launch event. Basketball NZ, Basketball Taranaki and Sports Taranaki were also there to congratulate our 
commitment to basketball and celebrate our new school hoops and training sessions to come; funded by NZCT. 
Our school community has worked together incredibly this year with fundraisers like the Pihama MX Flat Track 
Event. THANK YOU to everyone who has supported the growth of St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē. 
Ma te kotahitanga e whai kaha ai tātau - in unity, we have strength.
Event. THANK YOU to everyone who has supported the growth of St Joseph’s School Ōpunakē. 

Sports Awards
Margaret Holmes Cup - Most Outstanding Netball Player - 
Sienna Bourke
David Fleming Cup for Most Improved Netball Player - 
Toni-Leigh Cooke
Lawn Family Trophy for Most Valuable Basketball Player 
- Zion Aldridge
Langton Family Cup for Most Improved Basketball Player 
- Amy Gulliver
Drought Trophy for Most Valuable Rugby Player - Mack Lynskey
Murfitt Trophy for Most Improved Rugby Player - Xavier Le Prou

Year 8 Awards
St Joseph’s Ōpunakē Trophy for Excellence in Sport 
- Zion Aldridge
St Joseph’s Ōpunakē Trophy for Excellence in Leadership 
- Kelsey Bevan
Lawrence Joyce Memorial Trophy for 
Dedication to Agriculture - Sienna Bourke
Academic Excellence Runner Up 
- Carly Thomas
Quinnell Trophy Academic Excellence/Dux 
- Zion Aldridge
Alan & Maree Drought Shield Outstanding 
Character - Kelsey Bevan

2024 Best All 
Round Student

Stronge Cup
Amy Gulliver

Farewell to our Year 7&8 students 
Zion Aldridge, Kelsey Bevan, Sienna 
Bourke, Amy Gulliver, Carly Thomas, 

Toby Manson, Maiya McMillan and 
Spencer Stevenson. 

We will always be proud of you.

TO
 ENROL  

    
   e

mail
 office

@
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School 
starts back 
Tue 28 Jan 

2025
Have a great 

break!

School Office Closed Thursday 12 December 2024, 1pm School Office Open Thursday 23 January 2024, 9am
For all enquiries email 

Thursday 12 December 2024, 1pm
office@stjo.school.nz or leave a message when you call 06 761 8388. Thank you and Merry Christmas!For all enquiries email office@stjo.school.nz or leave a message when you call 06 761 8388. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

2024 Prizegiving Results
Diligence Awards 
for students showing the most dedication to their learning
Year 0 Ethan Green / Charlotte Gopperth
Year 1 Rémy Le Prou / Charlotte Taylor / Asher Cripps / 

Ryleigh Raaymakers
Year 2 Monty Julian / Maggie McKenzie
Year 3 William Lawn / Harper Mellow
Year 4 Maddox Romley / Aria Arora / Sylvie Dorn
Year 5 Michael Zhang / Isla Brown / Anneliese Langton
Year 6 Fergus Bourke / Lucia Gorgievski
Year 7 Spencer Stevenson / Frankie Campbell
Year 8 Zion Aldridge / Amy Gulliver

UNITY Awards for students best showing our school values
Humility Eleanor Wilson / Pedro Grasso / Rio Mumar / 

Poppy Le Prou / Jayden Hales / Mack Lynskey
Excellence Kaitlynn Diu / Trelise Collins / Edie Lynskey / Magdalena 

Grasso / Kourtney Gulliver / Regan Smith / John Asis
Faith Lacey Parata / Grace Fleming / Amia Diu / Madison 

Hales / Celeste Langton / Minka Stockhoff
Respect Noah Heller / Griffin Wilson / Archer Cox / Declan 

Bourke / Aaradhya Tyagi / Olivia Lynskey
Integrity Caleb Leigh / Katie Starr / Ryan M Taylor / Sean Estrada 

/ Natalie Mullin / Georgina Mullin / Sienna Bourke

Special Character Awards
Theresa Anne Landers Memorial Trophy - Jock Julian
Year 0-4 Student showing living commitment to Religious Education
Margaret & Jack Landers Trophy - Olivia Lynskey
Year 5-8 Student showing living commitment to Religious Education 
St Joseph’s Ōpunakē Trophy Kaitātaki Tane - Spencer Stevenson
St Joseph’s Ōpunakē Trophy Kaitātaki Wahine - Frankie Campbell
Duynhoven Arts Trophy - Frankie Campbell



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, December 12, 2024 NEWS       21

Order before  
31 December 2024  
for spreading by  
31 January 2025  
for a great deal!
Split payments over  
3 months.

Call or email now for a quote 
0800 432 866 | sales@fbt.co.nz 
fbtspreading.co.nz Conditions ApplyOPUNAKE CONCRETE 2005 LTD

10 Tasman St, Opunake | Ph 06 761 8645 A/hrs 027 314 6558

MERRY CHRISTMAS
and thanks for supporting 

a local Business

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Round Trough 
ranging from 400 - 

1000 ltr

Oblong Trough 400 - 
1800 ltr

Liner 900-900, 
1200-900, 1800-900

Culvert 900-900 

Sandtraps

Concrete slabs made 
to order - max size 

3.5 x 2.4m

• Couches                 • Paving Stones

No job too big!

No job too small! 

Ph: 06 761 8898Ph: 06 761 8898Ph: 06 761 8898

Thank you for your 
support in 2024

Although Eltham may 
only have a population of 
2000 its reputation of being 
a town of fi rsts means that 
this South Taranaki country 
town has always punched 
above its weight.

This reputation goes back 
as far as its origins as a 
town. Chew Chong (Chau 
Tseung) who immigrated 
from China in 1867 settled 
in Taranaki in the 1870s. 
He sold butter in pats and 
blobs of no conventional 
size in his general stores 
from blends of different 
butters. He wanted a way 
of making sure one faulty 
batch of butter didn’t affect 
the rest. So he developed 
the pound of butter. In 1887 
he opened New Zealand’s 
fi rst commercial butter 
factory in Eltham, which 
included a cooling system 
for the storage of cream. 
It was also a pioneer in the 
export of butter to Britain 
which for many years was 
one of the mainstays of the 
New Zealand economy.

In 1902 Eltham 
businessman and borough 
councillor Charles (C.A) 
Wilkinson was on holiday 
in the United States and 
liked what he saw of the 

Call us on 06 761 7016 
TO SEE HOW THE 

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS 

CAN HELP YOUR ADVERTISING REACH 
YOUR TARGET AUDIENCE

FOR ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS

The town of fi rsts

tar sealed streets over there. 
When he returned to New 
Zealand he thought they 
would look good in Eltham, 
so he got to work on his 
fellow borough councillors, 
and in 1906 Bridge Street 
became the fi rst tar sealed 
street in New Zealand.

Four years afterwards the 
Pease Brothers building 
on the corner of Bridge 
and Stanners Streets was 
the fi rst building outside 
Europe to be built with a 
suspended fl oor. Wilkinson 
played a part here as well. 
He supplied the concrete. 
Wilkinson later served as 
mayor and was Independent 
MP for Egmont. In 1936 
he almost became the fi rst 

leader of the National Party.
Eltham’s contribution 

of fi rsts to the farming 
sector did not end with 
Chew Chong. In 1916 
Eltham produced the fi rst 
commercially viable rennet 
cheese in New Zealand and 
Eltham Rennet was a big 
name in the New Zealand 
dairy industry for many 
years. In 1951 the fi rst blue 
vein cheese was produced in 
Eltham.

In 1967 Eltham dairyfarmer 
Merv Hicks was told by a 
dairy inspector that he had 
two years to upgrade his 
walk-through cowshed or 
he would have to shut down. 
Faced with this challenge 
he decided to come up with 
an idea of his own and in 
the 1968-9 season he got 
to work. The result was the 
rotary milking shed. An 
American had come up with 
the idea of the rotolactor 
which could accommodate 
50 cows on a rotating 
platform, but this was big 
and overly cumbersome 
so never really caught on. 
Merv’s simpler version was 
more suited to New Zealand 
conditions. An engineering 
mate agreed to build it for 
him and a company was set 

Other farming fi rsts include 
the country’s fi rst Vet Club, 
set up in Eltham in 1937. 
FMG can trace its origins 
back to a meeting in Eltham 
in 1904 to fi nd ways of 
getting lower insurance rates 
for local farmers.

In 1901 Eltham held the 
fi rst ever World Axemen’s 
Carnival, with entrants from 
New Zealand, Australia and 
further afi eld taking part. It 
was held annually on Boxing 
Day for several years.

up which made thousands 
of these. Twenty years later 
Merv sold the patents to 
DeLaval. 

Charles (C.A) Wilkinson

Chew Chong.

A rotary milking shed.
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He waka eke noa - all in this waka together

And that’s a wrap… The 99th year of Ōpunakē High School came to its 
conclusion as we celebrated the academic, cultural & sporting success 
of our Year 9 and 10 students. 

Such a wonderful prizegiving.   The students were so supportive of 
each other, the musical items were amazing, as was Te Haumoana who 
opened precedings with another outstanding kapahaka bracket. This 
group supported by Whaea Vicki, Whaea Kataraina and Matua Clive 
Junior has grown in stature over recent years - with an eye to playing a 
significant role in our centenary. 

Our Junior music  group blew our socks off not once, but twice and 
lets not forget to mention Mr Jared Hill and Mrs Katerina Papageorgiou 
who blew the roof off with ‘Born to live forever’.  Our prize winners 
accepted their awards with humility and grace.  Thank you to Barry 
Skinner, Rachel Taylor, Donna Aitken, Rochelle Griggs, Esther Ward and 
Sarah Robert for such a smooth running event.

All that’s left for schooling in 2024 are our smorgasbord of camps, and 
to thank all of you who have worked incredibly hard behind the scenes 
to offer our tamariki such amazing opportunities.  I wish I went to our 
school when I was young!!!  

A warm welcome to our new lab technician Louisa Kemsley who will be 
supporting SCIENCE, SCIENCE……next year.  

And another congratulations to Chrissy Ryan who has received her 
Level 4 Te Ahu o Te Reo qualifications ka pai, miharo!!!

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui. 

Arohanui

Andrea Hooper Carr
Principal

GROWING GOOD PEOPLE FOR A RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD | HE WAIHANGATANGA O TE TANGATA PAI I ROTO I TÉNEI AO HURIHURI

Centenary
Celebration

Taranaki Anniversary Weekend

7-9th March 2025
Centenary

event page on 
Facebook and

school Website

12 weeks to go12 weeks to go

CENTENARY CELEBRATION UPDATE:
STOP PRESS! 

Tickets are on-sale NOW. 

Use the QR code (left) to head to Eventbrite  
(our ticketing outlet)

KEY DATES:
12th November 2024:  Registration opens via Eventbrite  
     Merch on sale, via online portal

7-9th March 2025: Opunake High School Centenary Celebration

INFORMATION:
For information and updates, look for the Centenary Event page on 
Facebook (go to the Opunake High School page, search up events)

Connect with our Alumni page on Facebook, currently with over 2800 
members, this is another good place to stay up-to-date on whats happening.

There is a Centennial Page on our school website as well, along with an FAQ 
which is updated regularly.

We have an amazing Event Co-ordinator, former student Tara Fevre 
(nee Potter). For help with registration and information, or if you'd 
like to contribute to the event, Tara can be contacted via email:   
centenary2025@opunake.school.nz

enrolments  
open now

transitions@opunake.school.nz

20252025

JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING 2024

SPECIAL AWARD WINNERS
Taranaki Mathematics & Statistics Association Award for Top Year 9 
Chloe Bennett
Taranaki Mathematics & Statistics Teachers Association Award for Top Year 10
Ryker Neil
Year 9 Junior Dreams Trophy for DREAMS Values in School & Extra Curricular 
Leah Martins
Year 10 Junior Dreams Trophy for DREAMS Values in School & Extra Curricular 
Will Plunkett

Character Cup for Junior Character Aveling Family Cup 
Wyatt Dobbin
Talia Maree Patene Memorial Trophy Female Leadership of Te Haumoana 
Jahlesha Klenner, Shakyrah-Leigh Klenner
Te Ratahi Ratahi Taonga Kaitātaki Tāne o Te Haumoana 
Will Plunkett
Te Haumoana Taonga Kapahaka Leadership 
Will Plunkett, Shakyrah-Leigh Klenner

Cultural Award winners 
(L-R) Shakyrah-Leigh Klenner, Will Plunkett & Jahlesha Klenner Junior Sportsperson of the Year - Kobe Lark

Phillips Cup & the Mary Pohutukawa Award Top in Year 9 - Raighne Parale (L) 
with Lena Sharrock Award (Runner-up) - Will Plunkett

Kaupokonui Cup & the Mary Pohutukawa Award Top in Year 9 - Cade Carr (R) 
with Lena Sharrock Award (Runner-up) - Chloe Bennett

Scan here for tickets

SAT

8
CELEBRATION EVENT

7pm The key event of the weekend and a night not to miss!
Featuring Guest MC Ben Hurley, formalities, drinks,
nibbles, and later entertainment from “Thoze Guyz”

Sinclair Event Centre - $45

MARCH

SUN

9
CENTENARY CLOSING

11am
OHS Hall - Free

Wrapping up the weekend with a Combined Church
Service & Cultural Closing.  Followed by tea/coffee. 

MARCH

Tickets go on sale via EventBrite on 12/11/24

Important Information

Event FAQ is viewable here

For more information please contact
centenary2025@opunake.school.nz 

MERCH ON-SALE
From rugby jerseys, commerative  
t-shirts, bottles, beanies & caps,  
items are available to order NOW!

Get online, with links via Facebook,  
website and the following  
web address:

https://form.jotform.com/243175325274860
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WISHING OUR VALUED CLIENTS A VERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS - WITH YOUR SUPPORT 
WE CAN GIVE BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY

OPUNAKE BOAT & UNDERWATER CLUB
OPUNAKE COMMUNITY POOL
SEA45 & OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL
OPUNAKE KINDY
TARANAKI NATIONAL ART AWARDS
SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL EVENTS CENTRE
OPUNAKE BEACH CARNIVAL & CHRISTMAS PARADE
LEGENDS OF THE COAST
LOCAL SPORTS TEAMS & SURF COMPS
AND MUCH MORE... 

VIVSCOTT
0274414596

TARAGIBSON
0277664456

 

 

 

 

 

√ Timber doors
√ Roller doors
√ Sectional doors
√ Garage door repairs
√ Merlin motor supply & installation

027 208 6113  
     sales@dooreysdoors.com               www.dooreysdoors.com

CONTACT JARED BARRON

OUR SERVICES

 

242 BROADWAY, 
STRATFORD

PH 021 0908 7323 

INTOSTITCHES FOR REPAIRS, 
ALTERATIONS, DRESSMAKING, 

& CLOTHING. 
WE ALSO REPAIR OVERALLS 

& RACE SUITS 

As well as being a town 
of fi rsts Eltham can also 
boast a number of famous 
people who came from here. 
Among these was classics 
scholar Ronald Syme.

He was born in Eltham in 
1903, the son of David and 
Florence Syme and attended 
Stratford District High 
School and New Plymouth 
Boys High School. A bad 
case of the measles damaged 
his vision. Early on he 
found he had a knack for 
languages, developing what 
became a lifelong interest 
in Latin while still at High 
School.

At Auckland and Victoria 
Universities he studied 
French language and 
literature while working 
on his degree in Classics. 
He then went on to Oriel 
College, Oxford gaining 
First Class Honours 
in ancient history and 
philosophy. He won the 
Gaisford Prize for Greek 
Prose two years in a row.

After graduating he 
became a fellow and a tutor 
at Trinity College where he 
became known as an expert 
in Roman military history. 
What is regarded as the work 
for which he is best known, 

Leading classical scholar came from Eltham
the Roman Revolution was 
published on the eve of 
World War II. This looked 
at Roman political life 
following the assassination 
of Julius Caesar.

Other works for which he is 
known include an acclaimed 
two-volume biography of 
the Roman historian Tacitus, 
as well as a biography of the 
historian Sallust..

During the Second World 
War, he worked as a press 
attaché in the British 
Embassies of Belgrade 
and Ankara, later taking a 
chair in classical philology 
at Istanbul University. 
He refused to discuss the 
nature of his work which 
led to speculation he may 
have worked for British 
Intelligence in Turkey. 

He was elected a Fellow 
of the British Academy in 
1944 and appointed Camden 
Professor of Ancient History 
at Brasenose College, 
Oxford in 1949, a position 
which he held until his 
retirement in 1970. Syme 
was also appointed fellow 
of Wolfson College, Oxford 
from 1970 until the late 
1980s, where an annual 
lecture was established in his 
memory. He was knighted 

in 1959, the same year he 
was elected to the American 
Philosophical Society and 
the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences. He 
received the Order of Merit 
in 1976.  He Died in 1989. 
He never married.

A namesake for which 
he is often confused is 
Lancashire-born Ronald 
Syme (1910-92) who was a 
writer of children’s books 
and lived much of his life in 
New Zealand.

 Ronald Syme.

The Climate Change 
Commission/He Pou a 
Rangi has recommended 
New Zealand set more 
ambitious carbon targets 

The Commission says 
the current greenhouse gas 
targets are realistic and 
achievable, and that a loftier 
goal on both carbon and 
methane is also warranted. It 
also recommends including 
international shipping and 
aviation in our emission 
measurements.

Ralph E. H. Sims, 
Professor Emeritus, 
Sustainable Energy and 
Climate Mitigation, Massey 
University, comments:

“The recommendations 
in the Climate Change 
Commission’s update since 
the 2019 Zero Carbon Act 
are moving in the right 
direction by encouraging 
New Zealand to become 
more ambitious in its future 
emissions reduction targets. 
It is supported by recent 
IPCC scientifi c assessment 

Climate Commission says aim for carbon-negative
reports that endorse the need 
to reduce emissions urgently. 
Whether the present coalition 
Government and relevant 
ministers will take any notice 
of the recommendations is 
the key question.

“Given the number of new 
policies implemented in the 
past 12 months that will only 
serve to increase our gross 
emissions, having a longer-
term view of the necessity 
to urgently reduce fossil 
fuels combusted for heat, 
electricity and transport fuels; 
to reduce methane emissions 
signifi cantly; and not to rely 
on carbon sequestration 
technologies including 
planting more forests (that 
can only ever be a short term 
measure) is unlikely.

“Often forgotten is that 
aiming to stay below the 
1.5ºC Paris target (now almost 
impossible in my view) or 
even the 2ºC target, does 
not avoid extreme climate 
events occurring. Climate 
change is already happening 
and extreme climate events 

being observed globally are 
exceeding the projections 
of the numerous climate 
scenario models. New 
Zealand having ambitious 
emission reduction targets 
for 2030 or 2050 is helpful 
but no real incentive for 
the Government to act with 
the urgency needed - or to 
run a national educational 
campaign to explain the 
enormity of the problem and 
outline the co-benefi ts that 
exist from reducing carbon 
footprints.

Dr Jocelyn Turnbull, 
Principal Scientist – Carbon 
Cycle, GNS Science, 
comments:

“The CCC’s advice to 
amend the 2050 emissions 
target, making it more 
ambitious, is good news for 
the world’s – and Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s – climate. 
But ambitious targets need 
ambitious action, and the 
big question will be whether 
government and the people 
of New Zealand are willing 
to take those ambitious 

actions.
“The CCC is right to 

highlight that many of these 
actions have co-benefi ts 
beyond climate for New 
Zealanders, particularly 
around energy costs and 
avoiding reliance on 
imported fossil fuels. The 
near-term actions proposed 
by CCC are all feasible based 
on current technologies and 
understanding, so the targets 
are real and achievable.

“If New Zealand can 
achieve these emissions 
targets, we will have 
benefi tted ourselves through 
supporting sustainable 
climate action, reduced 
reliance on imported fossil 
fuels, expanded economy, 
reduced air pollution. 
What’s not to like?”
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Find us at 56 Whitcombe Road, Opunake
Session Times - Monday to Friday 9-3pm during the school term

  Ph: 06 761 7440  | Email: opunakekindy@xtra.co.nz| Like us on Facebook to �ind out more and keep up-to-date on our latest news.

KŌWHITI WHAKAPAE
Our Kindy was featured in Education Gazette on August 2024 publication, and it was an honour to share kaiako’s learning and the usage of Kōwhiti Whakapae, a new online curriculum 

designed to help early learning kaiako like us, strengthen our planning, assessment and teaching. This tool empowers us to weave Te Whāriki: He whāriki mātauranga mō ngā mokopuna o 
Aotearoa into our day-to-day teaching and learning, using a four-step process: lay the groundwork, notice and recognise children’s current capabilities, respond to children’s learning, and 
document and communicate learning. 
It is a resource for kaiako to document and strengthen children’s learning progression, compare current practice and where we can strengthen areas, which in turn allows us to assess a 

child’s current abilities. Kōwhiti Whakapae, whose very name re�lects the importance of weaving rich and responsive curriculum experiences for all children, focuses on ways for us to 
support children’s progress in three areas of learning: social and emotional, oral language and literacy, and maths.

A link to the Kōwhiti Whakapae article is here: 
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/articles/the-collaborative-new-tool-helping-tamariki-thrive/

 

                                                                                     READING - ORAL LANGUAGE & LITERACY
Reading books is a part of our learning and culture at 

Kindy, and we would like to share with you why 
reading really matters. According to research under-
taken by Keryn O’Neill (2017), the quantity and 
quality of language children experience in their 
interactions with parents and whānau (shared 
reading) during their earliest months and years has a 
profound and potentially lasting in�luence on their 
language and cognitive development. The earlier 
parents begin reading with their children, and the 
more books children are exposed to, the better their 
later outcomes in many aspects of literacy. Early input 
is particularly important but there are still bene�its for 
continued parent involvement with r
eading once children have begun school. 
Everyday conversations between parents and their children are tremendously important for language develop-

ment, however books and shared readings have the following bene�its (O’Neill, 2017):
1. Richness in language: Language used in books is richer and more varied and child who has a parent read 

with them is frequently being exposed to a broader vocabulary: unique, rare and challenging words,  which 

is likely to be more grammatically correct and cover a wider range of subjects. 
2.     Emergent literacy skills: Simple act of reading with a baby or toddler promotes the development of many early literacy skills, including alphabet knowledge, vocabulary, paying 

attention, listening ability, phonological awareness, recognising print, the structure of a narrative, page turning, book and text orientation. These are all skills that enable a child to transition 
more successfully to school. 
3.    Social emotional bene�its: Through books children have the opportunity to learn about themselves and others as stories in books essentially simulate a variety of social situations they 

might otherwise not experience. Books can be used to help children cope with a variety of dif�icult situations, for example, books exploring situations of death, parental separation, disability 
and the arrival of a new sibling. Shared reading of picture books provides a unique opportunity to think and talk about the feelings and behaviours of book characters that may be less likely 
to occur in faster-moving, real-life social situations, and may increase children’s social understanding. 

For more information, check out the following reference / resource:
O’Neill, K. (2017). Why reading really matters. Brainwave Review, 26. https://brainwave.org.nz/article/why-reading-really-matters/ 

Community is an important part of early childhood education because it helps children develop social and emotional skills, feel a sense of belonging, and in which it also offers access to 
resources, experiences, and 
opportunities that improve the 
quality of care. A strong commu-
nity provides a supportive and 
inclusive environment that 
involves connections between 
children, families / whānau, 
Kindy, and local organisations or 
individual(s) in our community. 
At Kindy, we develop a strong 
sense of community through open 
communication, appreciation of 
diversity, and collaboration with 
local organisation(s) or individu-
al(s) and whānau. We recognise 
the signi�icance of their involve-
ment in children’s growth and is 
crucial for building resilient and 
connected communities that 
bene�it everyone.Local beekeeper, Mike Blackstock came to Kindy, sharing his 

beekeeping knowledge with our tamariki.

Jess reading 10 Little Fingers with Remy (almost 2).

BUILDING BRIDGES – KINDY & OUR COMMUNITY

Simon reading Maui and The Sun.

Veterinarians, Sophie and Georgia from Coastal Vets came to our Kindy to 
talk about the care of animals with our tamariki and they also check on 
our chickens (Hei hei and Ayam) and guinea pigs (Ropiri and Hururu).
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Sized for:
• Cow sheds 
• Pump sheds 
• House standby

0800 10 7006
www.corkillsystems.co.nz

POWER CUTS – CAN YOU AFFORD THE RISK?
INDUSTRIAL GENERATOR
• Direct PTO driven (no gear boxes 

or belts)
• Heavy duty construction (including 

drive shaft)
• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

conditions!
• Three sizes to suit all sheds: 37.5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

93.75KVA
• Lower RPM models available

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Ask about our range of

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS
SILENT DIESEL SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Sized for:
• Cow sheds 

• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

TRAILER 
OPTIONS 

AVAILABLE

GRAHAM LYNCH 
SECURITY 

Phone 021 759624
www.lynchsecurity.co.nz

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

Business, Rural or Residential 
Security Systems

Driveway/Tanker Track alarms
High Quality Digital Camera 

Systems
Notifications, photos, direct to 

your cellphone

We wish everyone a safe happy 
Christmas & a prosperous New Year

On November 6, members 
met at the Mangatoki Hall to 
carpool for visiting gardens, 
mainly in the Hawera area, 
but we started with a visit 
to Ricky’s Place, Egmont 
Street, Kaponga. Here we 
saw dinner and tea sets made 
into garden ornaments, his 
bottle collection and many 
more interesting things. 
Our next stop was to the 
Opossum Factory at Mahoe 
where a few purchases were 
made. Next, we all drove 
to Kapuni to visit Camellia 
Cottage which is always 
lovely, and the fruit trees 
planted in the extended 
paddock are now maturing. 
On to Ketemarae Road 
to visit The Christiansen 
Garden, a reasonably new 
house and garden of fi ve 
years. They have done a 
lot in that time and are 
immaculate.

Garden number 5 was 

Mangatoki WI

Ricky and his bottle collection was one of the points of interest visited by members 
of the Mangatoki WI.

to a garden on Murdoch 
Street where plants were for 
sale.  As it was too drizzly 
we were invited to Kathy 
Cameron’s house instead 
of taking our lunch to King 
Edward Park to eat, which 
was very kind of her, plus 
a welcome cup of tea or 
coffee. Leaving Kathy’s, 
we next visited Gravetye 
on Manawapou Road. I fi rst 
visited this garden a few 
years ago, not long after 
it was planted. Now it is 
quite mature as you cannot 
see over the avenue hedges 
anymore. Very neat and tidy. 

Our next visits were to 
be on Austin Road and 
Mountain Road, both were 
closed, also the Truffl e Farm 
at Normanby. Some other 

members continued on to 
Eltham to see the stained 
glass being made. Fourteen 
members attended. Even 
though it was a damp day, 
we all enjoyed the day.

Later in November, 
members are off on the 
Mystery Bus trip and 
plans are being made for 
the Christmas Meeting on 
December 4. Reports for 
these will be in the New 
Year.

On December 11 the 
church and gardens at The 
Pioneer Village are to be 
cleaned. Wishing you all a 
very Happy Christmas and 
Best Wishes for the New 
Year.

Lucy Moger
Mangatoki WI Reporter

 

Energy Resources 
Aotearoa say they welcome 
the Minister of Climate 
Change’s appointment of 
former Governor General Rt 
Hon Dame Patsy Reddy as 
the new Chair of the Climate 
Change Commission.

Energy Resources 
Aotearoa Chief Executive 
John Carnegie says 
appointing a proven leader 
with a distinguished career 
in governance will reset the 
Commission’s focus for 
New Zealand’s future.

“Dame Patsy’s 
considerable experience will 
bring a welcome commercial 
and legal lens to the 
Commission.”

Carnegie says Energy 
Resources Aotearoa is 
committed to promoting 
policy and regulatory 
settings that ensure access 
to secure, reliable and 
affordable energy while 
reducing our net emissions.

“As convening partner 

New Climate Change Commission Chair
of the Energy Resources 
Net Zero Accord, we 
have highlighted the 
sector’s strong emission 
reduction track record and 
collaborated to unlock new 
technologies such as carbon 
capture and storage (CCUS) 
and the uptake of torrefi ed 
black pellets and biochar.

Carnegie says it’s time 
for New Zealand to refocus 
on least-cost emissions 
reduction and stop one-
dimensional conversations 
about which fuels or 
technologies are good or 
bad.

“The time for fi nger-
pointing is in the past. 
We must contribute to 
achieving our global long-
term climate goals and, in 
doing so, ensure we are 
also supporting a system 
where achieving prosperity 
is possible for all New 
Zealanders.

This means taking a 
systems-wide lens to our 

low-carbon journey while 
achieving energy security, 
affordability and climate 
resilience.

New Zealand has abundant 
domestic energy sources, 
and we need to make 
the most of these while 
investing in jobs for Kiwis 
and leveraging locally 
owned innovation, research, 
science and development.”

Energy Resources 
Aotearoa and its members 

stand ready to support whole-
of-system collaboration 
in the new Climate 
Change Commissioner’s 
endeavours.

“We look forward to 
working closely with 
Dame Patsy to ensure 
the Commission’s advice 
towards our 2050 climate 
change targets helping 
achieve climate goals while 
providing affordable and 
reliable energy for Kiwis.”
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Seasons Gree�ngs from the Residents and Staff at the 

Thank you to our wonderful Community for the 
support shown to us in 2024

We are here every day to offer:

• Day Care
• Permanent Rooms

• Respite Care
• Meals on Wheels

Enquiries are welcome at The Co�age,
1 Layard Street, Opunake or Phone (06) 761 8009

email: admin@opunakeresthome.co.nz

CECELIA’S ON TASMAN
89 Tasman Street, Opunake 

Re-Purpose Is the Name
• Our passion lies in giving new life to old treasures. 
From upcycled furniture to one-of-a-kind curiosities, 
each piece has a story waiting to be shared.

A Trip Down Memory Lane
• Step inside and immerse yourself in the past. 

Vintage finds, retro decor, collectibles, tools old and 
new, garden implements.
Timeless classics await.

Opening Hours: 10am-3.30pm 7 Days a week
Facebook: Cecilia’s on Tasman

Come explore Cecilia’s and the Garden Centre with plants, 
seedlings, pots, statues, etc

Happy Christmas to you all. 
Have a great Christmas

Thanks so much for supporting the shop and 
gand Garden Centre.
Happy New Year

Meri Kirihimete e te whānau 

Waiho i te toipoto, kaua i te toiroa
Let us keep close together, not wide apart

All Tui Ora services, including Tui Ora Hāwera, Ōpunakē Heartlands Hub, 
Hauora ā-Whanau in Ngāmotu, and Whaitara Health Centre will be closed 
from  12pm on Christme Eve (Tuesday 24 December) until 8.30am on  
Monday 6 January.

All your hearing 
services under 
one roof

Our services:
• Hearing assessments
• Tinnitus
• Hearing aids
• Wax removal (microsuction)

At Central Audiology, we genuinely care 
about positive outcomes for our clients. 
With a wide variety of hearing services, we 
have all bases covered.

WE CLOSE MIDDAY 24TH DEC AND WILL RE-OPEN 
6TH JAN. HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL Farewell Reading Recovery.

It was the night before term ends
When all through the schools 
Not a child was heard not even a teacher stirred.

Education was frozen as they heard bells chime,
Stunned every school watched online
The end of an era a great decline,

Could it be real as Santa appeared.
Yes Reading recovery was about to disappear.
Reindeer loaded with wonderful books.

No more will the 6year net be cast 
A child able to read at last
A class no longer will  be hooked

Marie Clay readers are all over seas.
Their Nations all able to read
Santa rides on the  long white cloud .

His mission has ended imagination gone
 Structured literacy is the only song
Reindeer have no more cheer 

It was the night before term ends
When all through the schools Stanford calls
Santa rhymes with Fanta and good night.

Lesley Dowding.
Literacy Consultant

STOP PRESSAotearoa’s active 
faults in high 
resolution

An updated dataset of 
Aotearoa’s active faults 
shows fault locations on a 
fi ne scale for much of the 
south and east of the North 
Island. Knowing the loca-
tions of faults that have bro-
ken or deformed the ground 
surface in the last 125,000 
years is important for re-
search, hazard assessment, 
and land-use and emergency 
planning. The second ver-
sion of the NZ Active Faults 
Database, available online 
through GNS Science, com-
piles high-resolution loca-
tions and characteristics of 
such faults that are detect-
able at the present-day sur-
face. The authors of the ac-
companying paper say these 
data can be used to develop 
Fault Avoidance Zones for 

Stoney Oaks Wildlide Park is worth a visit. See advert in What’s On pages.

Bursts of vigour 
could almost 
halve cardio-
vascular risk 
in middle-aged 
women

An average of four minutes 
of incidental vigorous physi-
cal activity a day could al-
most halve the risk of major 
cardiovascular events, such 
as heart attacks, for middle-
aged women who do not en-
gage in structured exercise, 
according to new research 
from the University of Syd-
ney.  

 British Journal of Sports 
Medicine
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New Plymouth Constituency : tom.cloke@trc.govt.nz - : :Tom Cloke Susan Hughes susan.hughes@trc.govt.nz - david.lean@trc.govt.nzDavid Lean

( hair charlotte.littlewood@trc.govt.nz - : craig.williamson@trc.govt.nzCharlotte Littlewood Craig WilliamsonC ):

North Taranaki Constituency Mike Davey: mike.davey@trc.govt.nz - Donald McIntyre: donald.mcintyre@trc.govt.nz

Stratford Constituency Alan Jamieson: alan.jamieson@trc.govt.nz

South Taranaki Constituency Donna Cram: donna.cram@trc.govt.nz - Neil Walker (Deputy Chair): neil.walker@trc.govt.nz

Taranaki M ori Constituencyā Bonita Bigham: bonita.bigham@trc.govt.nz

info@trc.govt.nz

www.trc.govt.nz

TaranakiRegionalCouncil

Working with people caring for Taranaki|

YOUR COUNCILLORS
0800 736 222

Figures revealed an 18% rise in the number

of trips taken on buses in Taranaki in 2023.

Buses in the region carried a total of

744,037 passengers across 42,973 bus trips

last year. 2024 was to see the introduction

of new and upgraded services including the

Waitara Express and improvements to the

bus network after community consultation.

A new Regional Land Transport Plan was

also adopted in June.

We adopted our 2024/34 Long-Term Plan

following public consultation on what our

priorities should be over the next 10 years.

The plan includes $4.04m in additional

funding for freshwater monitoring and

developing a new Land and Freshwater

Plan, $915,000 for improving climate

science and $540,000 to improve resource

management by creating a spatial plan to

guide development.

The Towards Predator-Free Taranaki Zero

Possum project entered an exciting new

phase, featuring a high-tech farmland barrier

and a few squirts of mayo. Work started on

the design and creation of a 3km barrier

stretching across private farmland south-east

of the Kaitake Range while self-reporting

cameras have been installed on trees,

pointing at an automatic lure dispenser that

squirts a small taster of mayonnaise each

evening to attract possums. Self-setting traps

were also being deployed along the barrier.

February March April

202 review4

ulyMay

December
September

ovemberOctober

We started work on a major upgrade to the

Waiwhakaiho River Flood Control Scheme.

The $430,000 project was completed in

March and better protects The Valley in New

Plymouth from 1-in-100-year floods. The

upgrades raised two sections of the existing

defences including along the stopbank and

a flood wall, protecting businesses and

homes near Constance Street and Rifle

Range Road.

We joined with other organisations and

individuals for the launch of Biosecurity

Taranaki, a new collective committed to

protecting the region from the threat of

pests, weeds and diseases. The partnership

aims to be proactive in safeguarding our

environment, economy and way of life.

Our Can I Swim Here? water quality

monitoring programme ended for the

summer, during which time we took more

than 850 samples from 41 swimming spots

at rivers, beaches and lakes. The results are

shared via the Land Air Water Aotearoa

(LAWA) website, with the Taranaki pages

having 28,000 views. The programme is

under way again this summer.

We kicked off an extensive conversation

about freshwater which included 16 drop-in

sessions around the region and an online

survey. The consultation from June to early

August offered farmers, industry, businesses

and communities the chance to shape the

rules around how we care for freshwater

ahead of targets and limits being set in our

new Taranaki Land and Freshwater Plan.

Nearly 450 attended the sessions and we

received 1,100 points of feedback.

The project to redevelop Yarrow Stadium

and create the best regional stadium in the

country reached another landmark with

work starting on raising the roof. The trusses

were installed and the roof was completed

by the end of October. The new East Stand

remains on target and on budget with the

redevelopment set be completed by the end

of March 2025. The venue hosted many

games in 2024 including the NPC

quarterfinals where defending champions

the Taranaki Bulls lost to Waikato.

Our ground-breaking riparian programme

hit an incredible milestone with the eight

millionth plant leaving a depot to be planted

on a riparian margin. The programme is the

largest revegetation project in the country

on private land with 5,385km of planting

across the ring plain since its launch in 1996.

Landowners’ efforts planting and fencing

waterways have had apositive impact on

water quality and boosted the region’s

ecosystems and biodiversity.

We were stoked with your response to our

appeal for sightings of the rare wetlands

bird the matuku-hūrepo/Australasian

bittern. We backed the nationally critical

bird as our pick for Bird of the Year then

continued efforts to protect it with the

launch of a map where the public could

report sightings. As well as local reports,

we’ve had people from Northland to Bluff

record sightings and the data will assist

conservation efforts.

We honoured groups, businesses, schools,

young environmental leaders, farmers, hapū

and charities for their mahi in protecting the

region at the 2024 Taranaki Regional

Council Environmental Awards. The seven

winners and five highly commended in the

seven categories included projects to

protect nature reserves, environmental

action by tamariki and rangatahi, work to

stop 630,000kg of CO2 emissions, mahi

improving fish passages and efforts to

improve farming sustainability.

It’s been another busy year at our three

amazing regional gardens with thousands of

visitors enjoying a range of events at Pukeiti,

Tūpare and Hollard Gardens. The highlights

included the Centuria Taranaki Garden

Festival in November, workshops, concerts,

food and coffee trucks, nature walks and

markets. The gardens are great spots to visit

over the summer and we’ve got more events

planned over the next four months.

See trc.govt.nz/gardens/whats-on for more.

une

Taranaki
Biosecurity
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Taranaki based livestock agent selling all classes of 
dairy and beef cattle throughout Taranaki and 

nationwide.

Wishing James all the best for the title fight.

Contact Malcolm Campbell
 M 027 234 0635 - www.mclivestock.co.nz

Taranaki based livestock agent selling all classes of 
dairy and beef cattle throughout Taranaki and 

nationwide.

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Contact Malcolm Campbell
 M 027 234 0635 - www.mclivestock.co.nz

Grow great dairy 
heifers with us.
Call Richard 0275 109 667 
or 06 346 5376

Convert grass into $

www.grazing.nz Every day is a growing day 

Research presented at the 
New Zealand Agriculture & 
Climate Change Conference 
2024 has shown dairy 
farmers are one step closer 
to breeding cows with 
lower methane emissions, 
offering an innovative 
way to reduce the nation’s 
agricultural carbon footprint 
without compromising farm 
productivity. 
The study, led in 

conjunction by New 
Zealand’s leading artifi cial 
breeding organisations 
Livestock Improvement 
Corporation (LIC) and 
CRV, and funded by the 
New Zealand Agricultural 
Greenhouse Gas Research 
Centre (NZAGRC), began 
in 2020 with a small-scale 
pilot trial involving methane 
testing of 20 bulls. Since 
then, the programme has 

continued to evolve, and by 
the end of 2024 more than 
1000 young bulls and 393 
yearling heifers will have 
had their methane emissions 
and feed intake measured, 
with the goal of introducing 
a methane breeding value to 
all LIC and CRV artifi cial 
breeding bulls from late 
2026. 
The fi ndings, presented by 

LIC’s Senior Scientist Dr 
Lorna McNaughton, show 
that genetic variation can 
infl uence how much methane 
is produced by heifers and 
that bulls identifi ed as low 
methane emitters pass this 
trait on to their daughters. 
In the fi rst phase of the 
research, it was found that 
bulls varied by up to 20% 
in the amount of methane 
emitted per kilogram of 
feed consumed. During 

Pioneering research brings New Zealand 
closer to breeding climate-friendly cows

this phase, the highest and 
lowest emitting sires were 
selected to produce a herd 
of daughters at Pāmu Farms 
of New Zealand’s Wairakei 
Estate in the Central Plateau, 
with the emissions from 
these daughters having 
recently been measured.    
“Throughout the 

programme we’ve been able 
to rigorously monitor and 
measure bulls and heifers to 
confi rm that bulls with low 
methane emissions could 
produce daughters emitting 
less methane per kilogram of 
feed consumed,” says LIC 
Chief Scientist Dr Richard 
Spelman.  
“This proof-of-concept 

study demonstrates the 
genetic variation between 
high-emitting and low-
emitting bulls and we’re 
now looking forward to 
the next critical step where 
we’ll measure emissions 
from their daughters during 
their fi rst milking season in 
2025.” 
To support this next step, 

a state-of-the-art research 

barn is being constructed 
to allow for the large-scale 
monitoring of these lactating 
cows. 
“While the last three years 

of results are promising, 
and closely aligned to our 
predictions, this next stage 
of testing will allow us to 
confi rm the research fi nding 
across generations,” says 
Peter van Elzakker, Grass 
Fed Genetics Manager at 
CRV. 
With nearly half of New 

Zealand’s carbon emissions 
attributed to methane, this 
research illustrates how 
the Agri-sector is working 
together to support the 
nation’s climate aspirations.  
  “I’m extremely proud 

to be part of the solution 
when it comes to emissions-
intensity reduction targets 
and I am excited by the 
future prospect of offering 
farmers low methane-
emitting genetic solutions,” 
says LIC Chief Executive, 
David Chin.  
“This research is just one 

example of how we must 

work together and continue 
to innovate as we look for 
new ways to address climate 
challenges and I’m excited 
to see the work progress into 
2025,” says CRV Managing 
Director, James Smallwood.  

A heifer eats lucerne hay 
cubes via a feed bin which 
measures how much each 
animal eats.  

LIC’s Senior Scientist Dr Lorna McNaughton presenting at the New Zealand 
Agriculture & Climate Change Conference 2024

Tourism leads 
the pack in 
growing carbon 
emissions
Greenhouse gas emissions 

from tourism have been 
growing more than two 
times faster than those 
from the rest of the global 
economy. A study tracked 
international and domestic 
travel for 175 countries 
to fi nd tourism’s carbon 
footprint is 9% of the 
world’s total emissions. 

 Nature Communications
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Wishing all our clients 
a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year!

DairyNZ Hamilton-based 
scientist Charlotte Reed 
has received the 2024 
Australasian Dairy Science 
Symposium Emerging 
Scientist Award in 
Christchurch. 
The Symposium brought 

together 140 science and 
extension professionals from 
across Australia and New 
Zealand who are committed 
to the future of the dairy 
sector.
Charlotte shared research 

on ‘What do milk urea 
concentrations tell us in 
temperate grazing systems?’ 
from a collaboration between 
DairyNZ, AgResearch, 
Lincoln University, and 
Fonterra under the Low 
N Systems research 
programme.
“I am really proud of the 

collaborative efforts of the 
research team to help farmers 
manage their nitrogen use 
effi ciency and contribute 
to improving freshwater 
quality,” says Charlotte. 
“Our work relates milk urea 
concentrations to risk of 
surplus nitrogen in the herd’s 

DairyNZ scientist receives Australasian award

diet. It’s part of a project 
developing an on-farm tool 
for managing nitrogen loss 

risks and prototyping it with 
a group of farmers across the 
country.”

Milk urea indicates the 
crude protein level and 
therefore the amount of 
nitrogen in a cow’s diet. If a 
cow’s diet is rich in protein, 
it might produce more urea, 
which is usually excreted in 
the urine and higher levels 
can be detected in the milk. 
On the other hand, when 
the diet lacks nitrogen, the 
cow’s body recycles the urea 
back into the rumen.
Bridget Maclean, DairyNZ 

General Manager Research 
& Science, underscored 
this achievement for one 
of DairyNZ’s early career 
scientists. 
“This is a well-deserved 

recognition of Charlotte’s 
exceptional achievements, 
including leading innovative 
and high-quality research, 
and her ability to convey the 
scientifi c outcomes to the 
audience,” she says.
Charlotte is a DairyNZ 

scientist specialising in cow 
physiology, reproduction 
and behaviour. 
She contributes to a wide 

range of projects, including 
environmental risk 
indicators and mitigations, 
novel traits to improve 
genetic gain in dairy cows, 
and cow wellbeing.
Working as part of a team and 

in a fast-paced environment 
is what motivates Charlotte 
every day. She enjoys 
collaboration, not just within 
DairyNZ but also with 
external partners, including 
farmers. 
Charlotte’s on-farm 

practical knowledge is 

rooted in her upbringing on 
a dairy farm in Northland, 
which enriches her research 
and insights.
Charlotte graduated from 

Victoria University in 2020 
with a PhD in cell biology, 
focusing on how oocyte 
(egg) quality affects dairy 
cow reproduction. She also 
holds an Honours degree 
and a Bachelor of Science 
in physiology and animal 
science from Massey 
University.
The Low N Systems 

research programme is 
funded by New Zealand 
dairy farmers through the 
DairyNZ levy and by MBIE, 
with additional support 
received from Fonterra and 
CRV. The 2024 Australasian 
Dairy Science Symposium 
Emerging Scientist Award 
was sponsored by the Ellett 
Agricultural Research Trust.

Dr Charlotte Reed (Scientist, DairyNZ) accepts the 2024 Australasian Dairy Science 
Symposium Emerging Scientist Award from Grant Wills of the T.R. Ellett Agricultural 
Research Trust.

Federated Farmers says 
Kāinga Ora’s decision to 
categorically rule out use 
of woollen carpets in social 
housing is a total slap in 
the face for struggling Kiwi 
sheep farmers.
“It’s incredibly disappointing 

and shortsighted for Kāinga 
Ora to not even consider 
a woollen option for these 
homes,” says Federated 
Farmers meat & wool chair 
Toby Williams.
“What ever happened to the 

Government commitment 
to back our farmers and use 
sustainable woollen products 
in Government buildings? 
That’s ringing pretty hollow 
today.”
The National-NZ First 

coalition agreement said 
Government agencies 
would be directed, where 
appropriate, to prefer use of 
woollen rather than artifi cial 

fi bres in government 
buildings.
“I can’t see why it wouldn’t 

be appropriate to use woollen 
carpets in a state house, but 
we didn’t even get a look 
in,” Williams says.
“Kāinga Ora weren’t 

interested in testing the price 
wool carpet providers might 
come up with for such a 
signifi cant supply contract.
“Farmers just want a level 

playing fi eld, but we were 
totally shut out of this 
process with no clear reason 
why.”
The current ‘Request for 

Proposals’ for the national 
supply of carpet and 
underlay specifi es nylon 
carpet only.
It also states, with bold 

emphasis, “We are not 
looking to procure wool 
carpet.”
“Using cheap plastic 

carpets might save you a 
dollar or two in the current 
economic climate, but there 
are other costs that need to 
be considered,” Williams 
says.
“It comes at the expense 

of the viability our sheep 
farmers and the rural 
communities we live in, 
but it also carries a huge 
environmental cost.
“For the Government to 

choose a fossil fuel-derived 
synthetic carpet over a 
sustainable New Zealand-
grown woollen product, just 
because it’s cheaper, is an 
absolute shocker.”
Williams says this is just 

another blow for sheep 
farmers, who are struggling 
to keep wool an export 
and domestic commodity 
and a viable part of their 
businesses.

KO to woollen industry
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Wishing all 

a Merry 

Christmas

The latest annual New 
Zealand Dairy Statistics 
report released by DairyNZ 
and Livestock Improvement 
Corporation (LIC) has 
emphasised the dairy 
sector’s resilience with 
production remaining stable 
despite tight and uncertain 
economic conditions. 
In the 2023/24 season, 

dairy companies processed 
20.5 billion litres of milk 
containing 1.88 billion 
kilograms of milksolids, 
which represented a 0.5% 
increase in kilograms of 
milksolids.
DairyNZ chief executive 

Campbell Parker says 
that the dairy sector has 

undergone signifi cant 
structural change in the 
last decade but throughout 
this period production 
levels have remained stable 
bringing much needed 
export revenue into the New 
Zealand economy.
“We have seen our dairy 

herd numbers reduce by 12% 
over the last decade, and a 5% 
decrease in total number of 
milking cows. Despite this, 
total milksolids processed 
have remained relatively 
stable, emphasising the 
resilience of our farmers, 
and their focus on ongoing 
productivity improvement,” 
says Campbell.

“The increase in total 
milksolids production in 
the 2023/24 season was 
driven by a combination of 
the slight increase in cow 
numbers and favourable 
weather conditions.”
“Milksolids per cow are 

once again near record 
levels, which is a result 
of farmers dedication, 
technology uptake, and 
the application of science 
and insights driving better 
on-farm decisions and 
outcomes.”
Milksolids per cow 

increased to an average of 
400 kg milksolids per cow, 
which is 6 kg higher than the 
fi ve-year average of 394 kg 
milksolids per cow.
Cow numbers reached 4.7 

million cows in 2023/24, 
slightly up from 4.67 million 
in the 2022/23 season, 
although still 2% below the 
fi ve-year average of 4.80 
million.
It can also be observed 

that until 2021 the average 
herd size had increased 
consistently, but in the past 
three years appears to have 
plateaued around a midpoint 
of 445 cows per herd.
The 2023/24 season saw 

a slight decrease in the 
percentage of cow’s herd 
tested on the previous 
season, at 77.1% (3.62 
million cows), while 
artifi cial breeding remained 
relatively stable, with a 
slight decrease to 81.1% of 
cows (3.81 million cows).

LIC chief executive David 
Chin says that the slight 
decreases are not entirely 
unexpected, following a year 
of tight fi nancial conditions 
on farm but emphasises the 
importance of utilising new 
technology and insights to 
improve sector production.
“The dairy sector is still 

producing more kilograms 
of milksolids per cow, which 
is a great result driven by 
farmers continued increased 
focus on improving cow 
productivity and farm 
effi ciency. While there was a 
slight decrease in herd testing 

and artifi cial breeding uptake 
this year, it’s important to 
note that these practices 
remain critical to our 
sector’s success and as the 
economic outlook improves, 
we’re optimistic that these 
numbers will rebound in the 
coming season.
“This year’s Dairy Statistics 

once again highlight the 
growing preference for 
crossbreed genetics, which 
is delivering measurable 
benefi ts for dairy farmers, 
including a record-high 
average of 277 days in 
milk in 2023/24. This trend 

also supports the breeding 
of more profi table animals 
and reinforces LIC’s 
commitment to improving 
herd health and productivity 
through ongoing investment 
in genetics, diagnostics 
testing and farm software.”
The average dairy co-

operative payout (including 
dividends) from Fonterra 
and Tatua was $8.90 for the 
2023/24 season, an increase 
from $8.76 in the previous 
season.  When adjusted 

Stable dairy production continues 

Continued page 31
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for infl ation, the 2023/24 
payout was $0.35 below the 
fi ve-year infl ation-adjusted 
average of $9.25 per kg 
milksolids. 
Campbell says that the Dairy 

Statistics 2023/24 report 
indicates another positive 
production season for the 
sector and continues to 
demonstrate the importance 
of dairy to the New Zealand 
economy.

Federated Farmers is 
welcoming the fi ndings of 
an independent review of 
New Zealand’s biogenic 
methane science and targets 
as a constructive step in the 
right direction.
“What this new review 

and report have made very 
clear is the current methane 

Report shows NZ’s methane targets way too high
reduction targets are way too 
high for Kiwi farmers,” says 
Federated Farmers president 
Wayne Langford.
“Federated Farmers 

opposed the current 2050 
methane reduction target 
of 24-47% from day one, 
because we knew there 
was absolutely no credible 

Under a lower emissions 
scenario where global 
temperature increases are 
limited to 1.5°C, a 24% 
methane reduction would 
prevent farmers contributing 
to additional warming.
“What this means is the 

current target range of 24-
47% goes well beyond 
what would be required for 
New Zealand farmers to be 
warming-neutral,” Langford 
says.
“Farmers need methane 

targets that are fair, 

affordable and based 
on robust science. They 
also need targets that are 
realistic and which they can 
see a pathway to achieving 
by 2050.
“It’s incredibly 

encouraging that the 
Government has taken the 
step of commissioning this 
independent review - but 
we now need them to go 
one step further and act on 
its fi ndings.”

“As we look ahead, the 
outlook for the current 
season is positive, with 
increases to the forecast milk 
price and reducing interest 
rates. This improved forecast 
will likely improve the cash 
position of many farmers this 
season, which will in turn 
increase farmer spending, 
stimulate economic activity 
and continue delivering 
economic growth for the 
country.”

Continued from page 30

Dairying is holding its own according to the latest annual 
New Zealand Dairy Statistics Report.

Stable dairy 
production 
continues

Wayne Langford.
science to underpin it.
“Those fi gures would 

require farmers to go 
much further and faster 
than is required to stop 
our contribution to further 
warming, at a huge economic 
and social cost to our rural 
communities.”
Federated Farmers included 

an urgent review of New 
Zealand’s methane targets as 
one of its 12 policy priorities 
for restoring farmer 
confi dence in the lead-up to 
last year’s General Election.
“A review of our current 

methane targets was an 
important action to help 
restore farmers’ confi dence 
to invest in the future 
of their businesses and 
communities,” Langford 

says.
“When farmers looked 

at those targets, we could 
see no real way to achieve 
them without simply 
reducing stock numbers and 
completely undermining the 
profi tability of our farms.
“They weren’t scientifi c 

targets - they were highly 
political targets set by 
politicians - but with this 
new report the Government 
now has a chance to take a 
science-based approach to 
methane.”
The report clearly shows 

that, under a scenario where 
global temperature increases 
are limited to less than 2°C, 
methane cuts of 14-15% by 
2050 are all that would be 
needed.
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Federated Farmers have 
released the fi ndings of 
their latest banking survey, 
and despite falling interest 
rates the report still paints 
a damning picture of rural 
lending.
The survey of more than 

600 farmers conducted in 
November shows only 53% 
of respondents are currently 
satisfi ed with their banking 
relationship.
“That’s a huge drop from 

80% in 2017 and raises 
some serious questions 
about their behaviour,” 
Federated Farmers banking 
spokesperson Richard 
McIntyre says.
“We’re incredibly 

concerned by the rapid 
deterioration in farmers’ 
relationships with their 
banks and hope this will face 
some real scrutiny during 
the banking inquiry.”
The Federated Farmers 

report shows that one in 
four farmers continue to feel 
undue pressure from their 
bank, with dissatisfaction 
highest among sharemilkers 
at 35%.
Only 55% rated 

communication from their 
bank as good or very good, 
continuing a downward 

trend from a high of 80% 
just a decade ago.
Almost a quarter of farmers 

feel their bank doesn’t 
allow them to structure their 
debt effi ciently. Eleven per 
cent report being asked to 
use overdrafts for capital 
projects.
“That’s really concerning 

and will be adding a lot of 
unnecessary fi nancial stress 
for farming families across 
the country,” McIntyre says.
“Forcing farmers to use 

their overdrafts for capital 
spending doesn’t just drive 

up interest costs for the 
farmer; it also unjustifi ably 
drives up the profi t for the 
bank.
“That kind of behaviour 

is totally unacceptable. 
Overdraft facilities are 
designed for short-term 
cashfl ow management, not 
longer-term investments.”
According to the survey 

both ASB and Westpac were 
the most likely to make such 
unreasonable requests of 
their farming clients.
“This kind of poor and 

indefensible behaviour from 
banks has a real impact 
on farmers’ wellbeing,” 
McIntyre says.
“Of those we surveyed, 

33% said their mental health 
and wellbeing has been 
negatively affected through 
their interaction with the 
banks.”
While the report shows 

continued poor performance 
and behaviour from many 
of the banks, there are still 
some strong performers.
Rabobank, with 23% of 

market share in rural 
banking, outstrips all the 
other banks in terms of 
satisfaction rates among 
farmers, at 70.1%.
Rabobank and ANZ also 

rate much better than 
others in terms of their 
fl exibility for farmers to 
structure their debt.
“Those strong results 

from Rabobank and ANZ 
may be a silver lining, but 
there are clearly still some 
systemic issues in rural 
banking,” McIntyre says.
“There is a real squeeze 

on agricultural lending 
at the moment and it’s 
getting harder every year 
for farmers to access the 
capital they need to run 
their businesses.”
Reserve Bank fi gures 

show that lending to the 
farming sector is currently 
at $62.9 billion, up slightly 
from $59 billion in 2016.
“It might look like an 

increase on paper, but 
when you adjust that 
2016 fi gure for infl ation, 
it would be over $76.3 
billion in today’s dollars,” 
McIntyre says.
“What that means is that 

in real terms agricultural 
lending has decreased by 
$13.4 billion, or nearly 
25%, since 2016.
“With constantly 

increasing costs and 
compliance, and a decrease 
in capital available from 
banks, it should be no 
surprise farmers are feeling 
squeezed.”

Federated Farmers say banks still behaving badly

Richard McIntyre.

The Government’s move 
to stop carbon credits 
being earned on productive 
farmland is welcome news, 
but changes must also be 
made to the way we set 
our international emissions 
targets, Federated Farmers 
says.
“This is great news from 

the Government that it 
will be taking steps to 
stop the relentless march 
of pine trees across our 
productive farmland,” says 
forestry spokesperson Toby 
Williams.
“Federated Farmers made 

rethinking News Zealand’s 
ETS Forestry rules and 
climate targets one of our 12 
key policy priorities in the 
lead-up to the last election.
“We’re really pleased 

- and farmers across the 
country will be too - that 
the Government is taking 
action today to address those 
concerns.
“Federated Farmers also 

welcome the cap on carbon 
farming on Class 6 land as 
a further step to safeguard 
against large-scale carbon 
farming.”
Williams says New 

Zealand’s rural communities 
are bearing the brunt of 
misguided climate change 
targets, as over 200,000 
hectares of productive sheep 
and beef land have been 

planted in carbon farming in 
the last fi ve years alone.
“Alarmingly, we’ve seen 

sheep numbers in New 
Zealand fall 4.3% in just 
the last 12 months, and 
this comes on the back of 
decades of reductions.
“We’re seeing schools 

close, rural bus runs stop, 
and local clubs fail as jobs 
are lost from communities 
across rural New Zealand.
“Planting our rural 

communities in pine trees 
simply doesn’t align 
with the Paris Agreement 
requirement of achieving 
low-emission development 
in a way that doesn’t threaten 
food production.
“Today’s announcement 

brings New Zealand’s 
emissions trading policy 
more in line with the Paris 
Agreement, by removing 
the incentive to take high-
quality land out of farming.”
Williams says, importantly, 

people can still plant forest 
on their lands if they wish, 
so there is no impact on 
property rights.
“However, the Government 

simply won’t incentivise this 
behaviour by allowing these 
forests to earn carbon credits 
through the Government’s 
ETS.
“We understand these 

changes are also not 
retrospective, so won’t 

affect existing forests.”
While the announcement 

addresses current ETS 
settings, the underlying 
issue remains the way our 
international climate targets 
continue to rely on huge 
levels of carbon farming to 
be achieved, Williams says.
“While it is a great 

announcement today, it’s also 
the case that the Government 
is currently doing a three-
week consultation on what 
New Zealand’s next target 
should be under the Paris 
Agreement.
“Past governments have set 

targets that can be achieved 
only with huge levels of 
forestry planting, and that 
has put New Zealand in our 
current situation.”
“The numbers may add up on 

a spreadsheet in Wellington, 
but they make no sense to 
rural communities already 
suffering from falling stock 
numbers and encroaching 
carbon farming.
“To truly address the 

drivers of carbon farming, 
the Government needs to 
distance itself from such 
plans and make sure the 
new Paris Target it’s set to 
announce can be achieved 
without swamping rural 
communities in carbon 
farming and threatening food 
production in the process.” 

Feds welcomes move on wilding pines
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Due to conditions the TCM 
KSNZ Opunake Classic 
2024 was held over two 
days.
Day one commenced at 

Middletons Bay with a 
remembrance ceremony for 
those fellow kneeboarders 
who have sadly passed over 
the years, Ged Christophers, 
Bryan Wallbutton and 
Graeme Stubbs. This was 
quickly followed by the 
long-awaited battle of the 
Trans-Tasman Cup.  We 
were lucky enough to once 
again host four competitors 
from across the ditch.  Thank 
you to them for making 
the effort to travel over 
and reviving the Bledisloe 
Kneelo challenge.  All 
competitors represented 
their nations extremely well, 
but the Cup was narrowly 

Revival of Trans-Tasman kneeboard event
won by the Aussies.
Australia Team – Mark 

McLeod, Dane Rennie, 
John Finlayson and Brendon 
Robson
NZ Team – Hamish 

Christophers, Cameron 
Stanley, Kelvin Weir and 
Regan Storey
Round One was completed 

after much debate (due to 
conditions) dividing the 31 
men draw into Grade A and 
B.  The event was then put 
on hold until Sunday.
Sunday proved to be the 

best day to complete the 
competition with clean 
offshore conditions.  After 
an amazing show of talent 
over the morning, we had 
our division fi nalists.  Both 
fi nals were very close 
but listed below are our 
champions.

Grade A.1 – Sam Coyne. 
2 – Hamish Christophers. 3. 
Paul Gledhill. 4 – Brendon 
Robson (Aus).
Grade B. 1 – Josh 

Christophers. 2 – Murray 
Weir. 3 – Mike Anderson. 4 
– Tracy Skelton
The Opunake Surf Inn 

once again provided a great 
venue for prizegiving and 
a social gathering.  Food 
and drinks were fl owing 
after a long day in the sun.  
Also awarded at prizegiving 
were the following: NZ 
Kneeboarder of the Year 
– Hamish Christophers. 
Masters Champion – Jeff 
Effi ndel. Tangaroa (Most 
Improved Kneeboarder) – 
Paul Gledhill.
The Aussies have invited 

the New Zealanders to 
challenge the Tasman Cup 

next year in Phillip Island.  
Will keep you posted on 
that.
On behalf the Kneelo 

community, we want to say 
a huge thank you to Murray 
and Diane  Weir for once 
again putting on an amazing 
event.  The time and effort 
these two put into these 
events is massive, and the 
number of entries this year is 
a testament to how much we 
all appreciate them.
The event will also not be 

possible without sponsors, 
judges, photographers, 
Green Meadows farmer, 
Opunake locals, helpers and 
supporters.  A huge shout 
out to you all.

Alana Anderson
KSNZ

The Opunake Surf Life 
Saving Club is ready for 
another season, continuing a 
proud tradition of community 
service that started in 
1923. Our dedicated team 
of volunteer lifeguards, 
along with a supportive 
committee, is prepared for a 
safe and enjoyable summer 
at the beach. Our junior surf 
programme is also in full 
swing, teaching u14 and 
rookie lifeguards valuable 

Opunake Surf Life Saving Club welcomes summer

water, sport and beach safety 
skills.
Where to swim? Between 

the fl ags, always
From December 16 through 

the end of January, our 
regional guards will be on 
duty Monday to Friday from 
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Many of 
these lifeguards are familiar 
faces—long-time volunteers 
who care deeply about the 
beach and community. 
On weekends, our trusted 

volunteer team will be on 
patrol from 11:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., so be sure to say 
hello when you see them!
Swimming outside patrol 

hours
If you’re planning to swim 

outside of patrol hours, 
remember that safety comes 
fi rst. Here are a few tips:
Swim safely – Try to swim 

in front of the clubrooms, 
as this area typically has 
fewer rips. You can also use 

the two large Norfolk pines 
behind the clubrooms on 
the hill as a visual guide and 
avoid the beach’s south end.
Don’t swim alone – 

Always swim with a friend, 
and let someone know when 
you expect to return.
If You’re in trouble, 

Remember the three Rs.
Relax – Don’t fi ght the 

current, as it will tire you 
quickly.
Raise your hand – Signal 

for help; often, there’s 
someone nearby watching.
Ride the rip – Let the rip 

carry you until it releases, 
then swim toward the shore.
If you see someone in 

trouble
Call 111 and ask for the 

police. They can contact 
our rescue squad directly. 
If there’s someone nearby, 
such as a surfer with a 
board, they might be able 
to assist in keeping the 
person afl oat—safely.
Here’s to a safe, fun-

fi lled summer at Opunake 
Beach.
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Some of the members of the Opunake Surf Lifesaving Club. 

Surf Club training at Opunake Beach.

Kneeboarders from the Opunake Classic 2024 event.
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WE THANK ALL OUR CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OVER 2024
Christmas gift ideas  available from Baileys:
Gift Vouchers, Apparel, MX Gear, Helmets, Goggles, Gloves, Boots, T-Shirts, Tie 
Downs, Handlebars, Grips, Tyres .. and much more.

KIDS BIKES FROM $2899 

KIDS QUADS FROM $4049
*From no deposit. 1% YMF.

*Terms & conditions apply
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Tickets Cheaper 
Online @ Flicket 

Plus:
SUPERSTOCK 1K FEATURE, STREETSTOCK & STOCKCAR BEST 

PAIRS, ADULT MINISTOCK CITY OF NP CLASSIC 
Saloons/Super Saloons

Gates Open 4:30pm 
Racing Starts 6:30pm

Plus:

 Whitaker Civil Taranaki 
took every point available 
against Wairarapa in 
Masterton led by Trent 
McGrath stroking his way 
to 106, Liam Carr killing it 
with a seven-wicket haul in 
Wairarapa’s second innings, 
and a fi rst innings bag of 
fi ve, for the ever accurate 
Jordan Gard. 

These special performances 
ensured Taranaki had the 
edge throughout the game 
with the team gaining a 
maximum 16 points (4 
bowling; 4 batting; 5 fi rst 
innings; plus 3 for the 
outright) 

With Manawatu dealing to 
Whanganui and Hawkes Bay 
dismissing Horowhenua-
Kapiti, the result means 
Taranaki are still sitting four 
points behind Manawatu, 
the main protagonists in 
the chase for a Hawke Cup 
challenge in January. 

Saturday kicked off with a 
few well-chosen words from 
the very pumped up 1970’s 
Hawke Cup all-rounder Ross 
“Crafty” Crow, who was 
on board to present Jacob 
Leuthard-Richards with his 
fi rst Furlong Cup cap. 

Wairarapa won the toss and 
decided to bat on a fresh-

Honours Board performances smash 
it for Taranaki

looking wicket. With plenty 
of starts, but a top score of 
only 22 by Mark Steventon, 
they would have been 
extremely disappointed, 
only managing a total of 
146.

Jordan Gard was the 
destroyer. Coming on at fi rst 
change he was soon into 
his work with his accurate 

and penetrating medium-
pacers, and the two opening 
batsmen were soon back in 
the shed.

From then on it was 
a constant trickle of 
dismissals. Gard was 
outstanding for his 5-36, 
speedster Ryan Watson 
bagged two, whilst Liam 
Carr tricked top scorer 

Steventon.
There were also two run 

outs orchestrated with some 
outstanding fi elding from 
Bailey Wisnewski and Gard.

Josh Borrell and 
Wisnewski opened with a 
48-run partnership, but there 
was a fl urry of lost wickets, 
including another polished 
innings of 43 by Wisnewski, 
which took the score to 
6-134.

With 300 the target 

McGrath and Mattie Thomas 
set about restoring the 
momentum and domination. 
McGrath displayed his 
calm demeanour and clever 
shot-choice which led to an 
Honours Board performance 
of 106.

Alongside him, Thomas 
showed some form and hit 
an attractive 46. Watson 
arrived when Thomas 
was dismissed, smacked a 
quickfi re 32, and it was then 

up to McGrath and Gard to 
take the total to 300 which 
they did.

With two sessions left to 
play and Wairarapa 156 in 
arrears John Beale made a 
quick breakthrough before 
Jake Jonas and Jeremy 
Anderson put together a 
partnership of 75.

It was the introduction 
of the spin-twins Carr and 
Thomas, that broke the 
partnership, and when Carr 
dismissed Robbie Anderson 
for 46, the writing was on 
the wall for the Wairarapa 
team.

Taranaki’s star of the show 
was young left-armer Carr. 
Bowling with clever control 
with his changes of pace, 
and varying his fl ight, he 
proved to be the master of 
the occasion, with fi gures of 
7-56 from 18 overs.

More will be seen of this 
youngster.

The wicket-keeping of 
Rupert Young also deserves 
a mention with two catches 
and a stumping off spinner 
Carr. This is no mean feat.

Taranaki required 34 runs 
to win outright with plenty 
of time available and they 
comfortably knocked the 
runs off.

The momentum continues.
Ian Snook. 

Trent McGrath in action on his way to a pivotal 106 at Queen Elizabeth Park. It was the fi rst of two Honour’s Board 
performances for Whitaker Civil Taranaki on the weekend, with left arm spinner Liam Carr taking 7-56.
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PAIRS, ADULT MINISTOCK CITY OF NP CLASSIC 
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Gates Open 4:30pm 
Racing Starts 6:30pm

A match-up between 
two up and coming young 
fi ghters is set to be among 
the high points of Friday’s 
Barbwire Boxing Fight Club 
Event no 104 in Stratford.

Opunake favourite Bobby 
Katene from Barbwire 
Boxing will be taking 
on Minisita Saufoi from 
Auckland in a cruiserweight 
bout.

“His coach, who is his 
dad approached me and 
said how about a fi ght 
with Bobby?” says James 
(Batman) Langton of 
Barbwire Boxing. “Both 
are about 18 and are really 
starting out on their journey 
in the boxing world. Both 
fi ghters are coming off some 
impressive wins over the 
season. I think it will be a 
good opportunity for Bobby 
to take it up to the next level 
with his opponents.”

He said that Saufoi being 
a southpaw will add another 
element of interest to the 
fi ght. 

In preparing for the 
fi ght, Bobby had been in a 
training camp with Keith 
Belcher having come from 
Auckland to spend a week 
with him.

“You will probably 
see Bobby take his fi ght 
standard to a new level,” 
says James. “This would be 

Up and coming fi ghters to go head to head

the fi ttest I’ve ever seen him. 
It’s good to see Bobby take 
the responsibility of training 
for himself and getting 
himself mentally ready. It’s 
a very lonely sport so you 
need to be self-dedicated and 

self-motivated to be ready 
for combat.”

Bobby says he is looking 
forward to the fi ght.

“The training camp has 
been really good. I’ve been 
putting in the hours. It will 

be a good match-up as 
we’ve had a similar number 
of fi ghts, we’re a similar age 
and a similar weight.”

As well as the Katene-
Saufoi fi ght there will be 
other interesting matchups 

on Friday night, says James. 
The main card will see a 
women’s New Zealand 
heavyweight title fi ght 
between Sequita Hemingway 
and Maria Hunt.

“This is absolutely a gift to 

have,” says James. “I don’t 
think people appreciate how 
great a fi ght this is going to 
be.”

On the under card, as well 
as Bobby’s fi ght, Niwa 
Barlow will take on Michael 
Tuaiti.

“This is as good a three-
card as you will get 
anywhere in New Zealand 
this year,” says James.

Also of note will be the 
Benjamin-Saua heavyweight 
matchup.

“This is looking at being 
the best fi ght card I’ve ever 
put in in all the years I’ve 
been involved in  boxing. I 
can only encourage people 
to come along. If you can’t 
come to the live event then 
watch it on live stream where 
there will be commentary 
and interviews. Fans vote 
and get to pick who wins and 
the winner gets prize money 
that’s not chump money.” 

Looking towards the future 
James says Bobby could be 
the next big thing in New 
Zealand boxing.

“From this time last year 
he’s a totally different 
fi ghter. He’s more mentally 
aware of what he needs to 
do. In the last 12 years I’ve 
never seen so much progress 
in a fi ghter.”

Bobby Katene and James (Batman) Langton of Barbwire Boxing.
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Thank you to our 
 Sponsors
 Supporters & 
 Players
We look forward to  
seeing you all next season.

Thank you to ourThank you to our
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We look forward to
seeing you all next

season

We look forward to
seeing you all next

season

Sponsors, Players
and Supporters

Kia ora and trust the upcoming festive season will be an 
opportunity to spend time with whanau and friends, and be 
grateful for the good people we surround ourselves with.

The Coastal Rugby Club enjoyed and celebrated a successful 
2024 season, and we are looking forward to welcoming back 
our existing members and new members to the club in 2025.  
The rugby season is a few months away yet, but your commi�ee 
doesn’t have an o -season, and Tim and Piki our membership 
team have got the ideal Christmas gift for you!

Coastal Rugby Club membership is your ticket to meeting up 
with mates, entertainment on and o  the field, and mixing with 
good people.  Your membership includes gate passes to games 
played anywhere in Taranaki, along with merchandise 
depending on the level of membership purchased.

We have a range of membership levels - for all membership 
queries get in touch with Tim (0274146756).

Coastal Rugby merchandise can be ordered or purchased at our 
apparel partner Kingsway on Devon Street, New Plymouth

Wishing you all Merry Christmas and all the best for 2025

Ngā mihi o te Kirihimete me te Tau Hou
Janet Fleming

Chair
027 226 0947

The Manaia Golf Club’s 
long serving club captain 
was presented with a life 
membership when the club 
held their AGM last week.

Greg Elliott was 10 years 
old when he fi rst started 
coming along to twilight 
golf, club secretary Andrew 
Gibson told everybody. 
Greg was fi rst elected to the 

Long serving club captain recognised
committee in 2004 and was 
made club captain in 2006.

“He’s held that position 
apart from the odd year ever 
since,” said Andrew.

He said Greg was always 
there for working bees, 
with the installing of the 
new irrigation system being 
among the highlights. Greg 
was also known for the 

tournaments he organised.
“Everyone from around the 

province knows you and you 
are so approachable.”

Greg thanked everyone.
“I love this place and that’s 

what’s kept me going,” he 
said.

Club president Rod le 
Fleming noted that this was 
the club’s 120th AGM and 

that they have around 160 
members.

Club members had had 
some good results during 
the year. Sam Jones, who 
learned his golf at Manaia 
had made the DP World 
Tour and won back-to-
back Muriwai Opens. 
Caleb Symes had won the 
senior division of the New 

Zealand Fire Service Golf 
Tournament and Caleb 
Andreoli had played in the 
Taranaki Masters team.

The Ladies’ pennant 
team had won the Taranaki 
Mid-Week competition for 
the second year in a row, 
and both the Men’s teams 
had made it through to the 
quarter fi nals of the Taranaki 

Pennant competition.
“Our junior golfers 

continue to make us proud 
under the watchful eye of 
Margaret Putt with success 
throughout the year, with 
Oliva Symes winning best 
Stableford at the Eagles 
Under-17 tournament at 
Manukorihi and making 
the Taranaki Junior Golf 
team, and Carter Symes for 
playing well at the Eagles 
Tournament at Manaia and 
winning a trip to play at 
Clearwater Christchurch,” 
said Rod.

”Our course is looking 
great, even though we 
have had a few issues this 
year with porina damage 
and vandalism, hence the 
installation of a few security 
cameras to try and minimise 
this issue.”

He also paid tribute to 
Jackie Higgins, who has 
been treasurer for the last 10 
years.

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE, TARANAKI 4616
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006

PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336
EMAIL: info@corkillsystems.co.nz
WWW: www.corkilllsystems.co.nz

Merry Christmas and a 
Safe New Year - 
see you in 2025.
Closing  Dec 24, 
reopening Jan 6. 

Any problems call 
0800107006

Proud 
Sponsors of

Corkill 
Coastal Colts

Merry Christmas from the

hard working team

at Corkill Systems.

Manaia Golf Club president Rod le Fleming with the 
club’s newest life member Greg Elliott.
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35 TASMAN ST, SURF HIGHWAY 45, OPUNAKE
06 761 8139 | www.karamsclothes.nz | karams.clothes@xtra.co.nz

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR CUSTOMERS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT THIS YEAR. 

Spend $100 (at normal price) receive 10% discount. 

Spend over $200 (at normal price) receive 20% discount. 

Certain lines excluded. 

Starts 12th December 2024 to 28th February 2025.

From Boxing Day onwards  - Open Sat & Sun until 2pm 

Souvenir tee shirts
magnets

stickers
keyrings
coolers

socks
hats

beach towels
hooded towels

The Mad Hueys
Santa Cruz

Rip Curl
Berlin

Kingston Grange

PSD

Ethika
Benito

Bob Spears
Canterbury

Silent Theory
All About Eve

Foxwood 
Vassalli

Lemon tree
Radicool Dude

Eve Girl

Kissed by Radicool
Earth Nymph

Imababy 

Bonds Zippys & 
leggings

Souvenir tee shirts
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Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016

Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz
WAREA

Seasons Greetings to 
you from the team at 

Coastal Welders.

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Craig 027 207 7775 | Natalie 027 508 8174

All Cowshed Wiring
Farm Control Systems
Domestic Wiring
Electrical Inspections
Effluent System Wiring

Email: craigcorriganelectrical@gmail.com 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Thanks to our customers for 

your support in 2024

From Craig, Natalie, Jaylin and Zakiah

Stoney Oaks Wildlife Park
For the Ultimate Animal Experience
Stoney Oaks Wildlife ParkStoney Oaks Wildlife Park

Meet our new babies, visit our Tree house, Fairy bushwalk and row the boat.

Open Sunday 15th 
Dec and again Sunday 
22nd Dec - 11am to 
4pm.
 Adults and Teenagers 
$20 each.  
All children 12 years 
and under $5 each. 
We reside at 356 
Kaimata Road North, 
Inglewood. 
NO EFTPOS.Ph 06 756 7624

RIGHT:

Stoney Oaks white Red 
deer stag. Looks like he’s 
waiting to join Santa’s 
sleigh 

Getting into the Christmas cheer at Stoney Oaks Wildlife 
Park.

Stoney Oaks fallow deer Bells had “a beautiful baby girl” Tuesday afternoon which Gail Simons from Stoney Oakes 
has forwarded onto the Opunake & Coastal News. She has been named Brigette, says Gail.

Stoney Oaks newest arrival
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Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

CONTACT US

ROOFING TARANAKI

www.roofingtaranaki.co.nz
06-759-4976

Protect your investment and improve the visual
appeal of your building.

38 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth

Roofing and Wall Cladding

Membrane Roofing
Class B Asbestos Removal

If you need a new roof installed, or re-roofing an
existing building, we are your roofing specialists

for any size project.

75 WARWICK RD, STRATFORD - 765 7800

We have extensive experience with over 3000
* Barns * Implement Sheds * Utility Sheds * Stables

* All purpose Farm Sheds

WE ARE CLOSED FOR THE 
STATUTORY HOLIDAYS

�anking our loyal customers and wishing 
everyone a safe and happy Christmas.

AUTO REPAIRSOPUNAKE

WOFs & Servicing - Grease & Oil
Tune ups - Exhaust systems

Brake & Clutch repairs
Cambelts replaced - Eftpos available

The team at Opunake Auto Repairs
would like to thank all of their customers

and wish them all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

Book your WOF & Service now to avoid 
disappointment.

16 Domett St, Opunake
PH: 06 761 8161

• BALANCING
• EXHAUSTS
• CAM BELTS
• BRAKE & CLUTCH   
   REPAIRS

• TUNE-UPS
• GREASE
   & OIL
• TYRES
• PUNCTURES

 Closing Dec 22. Re-opening Jan 6, 2025. 

Wishing you all the best for 
the festive season! I want to 
extend my heartfelt thanks 
to the wonderful team at the 
Opunake & Coastal News, 
and to everyone who has 
reached out to me with their 
ideas and support for MIND 
MATTERS.
In recent columns, we’ve ex-
plored signifi cant concepts 
like subjective experience, 
the unconscious, and ba-
sic models of the mind. We 
discussed various ways to 
observe our unconscious at 
work, with dreams being a 
powerful tool for such ex-
ploration. The unconscious 
helps us understand subjec-
tive experiences and behav-
iours, even though it’s not 
a visible part of the brain; 
rather, it’s a necessary con-
struct to make sense of our 
inner world.
We’ve touched on some of 
Sigmund Freud’s founda-
tional ideas about dreams, 
especially his model of the 
mind. We still need to delve 
into Carl Jung’s contribu-
tions. Jung expanded and 
refi ned Freud’s discoveries 
in intriguing ways. If you’ve 
ever taken a personality test 
for a job, that’s Jung’s in-
fl uence at play. I’m excited 
to share more about Jung’s 
model of the mind soon.
Today, let’s take a pre-
liminary look at how you 
might begin to explore your 
dreams. Developing in-
sights from your dreams is 
a skill that requires practice. 
Learning dream analysis is a 
lifelong pursuit, though the 
fundamental principles are 
straightforward. Of course, 
there is debate about these 
principles, but it’s important 
to start somewhere. I align 
with Jung’s perspective on 
dreams.
This edition of MIND MAT-
TERS aims to set you on the 
path of dream analysis. It’s 
now widely accepted that 
dream analysis is a per-
sonal journey—you need to 
analyse your own dreams. 
A support person can offer 
comfort and encouragement, 
but they can only remind 
you of the principles and 

help you stay on track. Your 
dreams are part of your sub-
jective experience, unique to 
you alone.

Here’s a brief outline to get 
you started. I’ll elaborate on 
key ideas in future editions, 
but let’s agree on the basic 
principles for now. Remem-
ber, many experts may con-
test these points, but this is 
a foundational starting point.
(1) The overall purpose of 
“dream analysis” is to en-
able you to access your un-
conscious. We are not try-
ing to fore-see the future or 
tell your fortune or discover 
your destiny. 
(2) Discovering things about 
your personal unconscious 
will be good at times and 
awful at other times. We 
repress things in our uncon-
scious and this we do for 
good reason. Now, the aim 
is to bring into conscious-
ness (awareness) that which 
you deliberately (but not 
knowingly) wanted to re-
press (hide and forget). You 
sure you want to look at your 
worst inclinations?
(3) The darker, more misera-
ble parts of yourself that you 
try to repress are sometimes 
called your shadow. Your 
shadow is a part of your 
unconscious. When a child 
plays with faeces, the parent 
might say, “Dirty, stop that, 
go and wash your hands, 
do not do that again.” The 
child enjoys playing with 
poo but is forced to stop this 
pleasurable activity. To cope 
with this confl ict, the child 
pushes the notion that it is 
fun to play with faeces into 
the unconscious. Evidently, 

How to analyse your dreams

DR. ROBERT SHAW

MIND MATTERS
it is not good to enjoy the 
nice warm poo and feel how 
squishy it is. The child—
who cannot yet understand 
rules—is forced to accept a 
rule about poo. Years later, 
when the child is upset with 
his sister, he puts poo in her 
hair. It brings about the reac-
tion he secretly hopes for—
screams of horror, yelling, 
swearing, allegations, tears, 
and general confusion. In his 
most secret place, the child 
is happy with the result and 
reaffi rms to himself the nice-
ness of warm poo. He feels 
superior, knowing poo was 
good all along, having ex-
perienced it fi rst-hand. How 
foolish are those who think 
otherwise. Now, he knows 
that poo is also useful, par-
ticularly with sisters. His 
shadow is growing stronger. 
School teachers who read 
heavy books might worry 
that he could go on to other 
things and become a crimi-
nal. This child is forced to 
apologize to his sister, and 
he knows how to be demure 
and look cute. He does not 
remember in his conscious 
mind how he came to enjoy 
faeces. But his unconscious 
(the shadow part) remains 
strong and ready, just in 
case. Watch out, sister!
(4) We will use Freud’s 
terms: what we remember 
of the dream is “the dreams 
manifest content”; within 
the confusion of the dream 
there is a meaning to be 
discovered and we call the 
meaning the “latent dream 
thoughts”. The latent dream 
thoughts are quietly waiting 
to be discovered. 
(5) The latent dream con-
tent, what you dream, is 
fragmentary (all broken up), 
it is sense-impressions (you 
mainly see thing in your 
dream). As Freud says: “We 
know a dream from what 
seems as a rule a fragmen-
tary work of sense-impres-
sions, mostly visual but also 
of other kinds, which have 
simulated an experience, 
and with which thought¬-
processes (‘knowledge’ in 
the dream) and expressions 
of affect [emotion] may be 

mingled.” 
(6) It will help to keep in 
mind that every part of the 
dream comes from your 
unconscious. Hence, every 
part of the dream is a part 
of you. If you dream of a 
bucket, some aspect of you 
is a bucket. What is your 
bucket-ness? What does a 
bucket mean to you? What 
does it symbolize for you.? 
Everything you encounter 
in the dream is a symbol for 
something which is relevant 
to you. What special asso-
ciations do you have with a 
bucket. Did you hit your sis-
ter with a bucket? Are buck-
ets your secret weapon? Or, 
are you really happy when 
you use the bucket to feed 
the hens. Is feeding with the 
bucket your peaceful time 
during the day? Your retreat 
from a hectic world?
(6) Now you work through 
the stages of analysis. First: 
Begin by identifying what 
you encounter in your 
dream, people (named or not 
named, Jesus, Mike Tyson), 
objects (a magic carpet, 
cows, a boxing ring, a bath, 
bucket, Tuesday, blue dress, 
best shoes, dangerous lion, 
monster, pathway, build-
ing, house, child in distress, 
Wellington, father). There 
are also feelings, sounds 
and smells which appear in 
dreams, Treat these in just 
the same way as described 
above for objects. This work 
takes a long time. 
Second: Think about each of 
the encountered things and 
try to relate it to an emotion. 
What do these things mean 
for you in your life? How do 
these individual things make 
you feel? 
Third: The unconscious 
uses symbolic images from 
your real world, which ap-
pear in your dreams. What 
might these things you have 
been considering symbolize 
for you? The language of 
dreams and the unconscious 
is a symbolic image. Hence, 
the unconscious borrows im-
ages from your real world, 
and they appear as symbols 
in your dream. Now the 
bucket is the symbol of all 

the years of hard work that 
you put in to produce a farm. 
People wonder why you 
have a bucket on your farm’s 
logo –  but we know! Look-
ing for symbolism in every-
day life is not often a part 
of the routine in Taranaki. 
Hence, you might need some 
help with this step. 
Fourth: Now, think about 
all the material you have 
and try to see how it might 
be worked into a meaning-
ful story. This requires crea-

tivity and time. When you 
interpret the dream and ar-
rive at an interpretation that 
“clicks” or makes you say 
“a-ha,” then you’re on the 
right path.  You will be sur-
prised and happy when you 
arrive at a possible interpre-
tation. You will have found 
meaning in your dream. 

Dr Robert Shaw
Registered Psychotherapist

Opunake 
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Taranaki Coastal Community Board 
Wednesday 29 January 2025, 2.30pm 
Sinclair Electrical and Refrigeration 
Events Centre, 156 Tasman Street, 
Ōpunakē.

Policy and Strategy Committee  
Monday 3 February 2025, 1pm

Ordinary Council  
Monday 3 March 2025, 4pm

Unless specified, 
meetings are held at TSB 
Hub, Camberwell Road, 
Hāwera.

Upcoming meetings
(Beginning of 2025)
Public are welcome to attend

The fastest and easiest way of hearing 
about water restrictions, or any other 
Council news, is by downloading the 
free mobile app Antenno.
Head to www.southtaranaki.com/
antenno to find out more. to find out more.

Be the first to know. 
Antenno

He karere tā te Kaunihera ō Taranaki ki te Tonga  News from the South Taranaki District Council

Welcome to this special quarterly edition of Southlink for Ōpunakē and Coastal News readers. 

Tuia Taitonga ki Tai

Southlink Coastal

www.southtaranaki.com
Call us 24/7 on 0800 111 323

Sounds on the Sand is returning to Ōpunakē Beach this 
summer.
The South Taranaki District Council is bringing Sonic Delusion to 
Ōpunakē Beach on Saturday 11 January 2025 from 12noon.
The vibrant Swiss-Kiwi, high-energy performer, Sonic Delusion 
(Andre Manella) has played over 1,000 live shows at venues 
and festivals across Switzerland, New Zealand, Australia and 
Germany over the last decade.
“We are incredibly excited to welcome Sonic Delusion back 
to Sounds on the Sand this year. We know Andre will have 
everyone up on their feet dancing in the sun,” says Event 
coordinator Ella Tosland. “Pack a picnic, or grab some food from 
the campsite shop, and bring the whole family down for an 
afternoon of music. Don’t forget sunscreen!”
Sonic Delusion’s happy, funky and groovy indie pop is ‘too 
funky for folk and too folk for funk’. In his boogielicious live 
performances, he uses his well worn loop pedal with an array of 
instruments to skilfully layer and create an incredible sound.
This free community event is proudly bRought to you by the 
South Taranaki District Council.

Sounds on the Sand - Sat 11 Jan

Liquor Bans over Christmas and New Year
Ōpunakē Beach and surrounds
The public areas of the Ōpunakē beach 
area (excluding the Ōpunakē Beach Camp) 
and the surrounding cliff tops and the 
public areas of the Ōpunakē Lake Reserve 
and all public places within these areas. 
The temporary liquor ban will start on 
Friday 20 December 2024 and ends on 
Sunday 5 January 2025.

Manaia
• South Road (SH45) Manaia, between 

Hassard and Kaipi Streets.
• All public places adjacent to these 

streets and within the area including 
the Band Rotunda.

The temporary liquor ban will start on 
Friday 20 December 2024 and ends on 
Sunday 5 January 2025.

Find out more about 
Liquor Bans at  
www.southtaranaki.
com/liquorbans

Annual 
Report 
online

 The 2023/24 Annual Report 
and Annual Report Summary are now 
available at your local LibraryPlus or 
online to read at www.southtaranaki.
com/annualreport

sounds
o n  t h e sand

saturday 11 january, 12noon

f e at u r i n g 

s o n i c  d e l u s i o n

f r e e  f a m i l y  e v e n t

The South Taranaki LibraryPlus have an exciting summer of 
reading lined up with the annual children’s summer reading 
programme, Summer Blast, as well as an adult reading 
programme, READ. 
Summer Blast is a six-week programme designed for 5 
– 12-year-olds, encouraging daily reading for at least 15 
minutes and visiting the LibraryPlus three times to talk 
with librarians about what they have read. Tamariki who 
complete the programme by the end of January will receive 
a free book! Register in person at your local LibraryPlus from 
Monday 9 December until Tuesday 24 December.
READ, the adult reading programme, is about visiting the 
library, borrowing books and completing reviews. Each 
time an adult borrows a book from our LibraryPlus they are 
automatically entered into a weekly prize draw to win 1 of 4 
Prezzy Cards. Each review completed goes into the draw for 
an iPad drawn at the end of January. 

Find out more about these exciting 
programmes and activities at your local 
LibraryPlus at www.southtaranaki.com/
libraryplus

Summer Reading  
for everyone

Safe to Swim?  
Check First!

Existing permanent liquor bans in Eltham, 
Hāwera, Normanby, Ōpunakē and Pātea  
  will remain in place  
  throughout Christmas  
  and New Year. 

Find out 

more

People heading to our lakes, rivers and beaches this summer are 
encouraged to first check whether the water is safe to swim in. 
Until March 2025, Taranaki Regional Council will monitor water 
quality at 41 sites across the region’s popular recreational hot 
spots. Weekly results and warnings are available on www.trc.
govt.nz/can-i-swim-here. As a rule of thumb you should always 
avoid swimming for three days after heavy or prolonged rainfall.
If the water doesn’t look or smell right, it’s safest to not enter 
the water.
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21 Dec 2024 - 26 Jan 2025  

LIGHTS ON!
70+ Free Events 

Pukekura Park, 
New Plymouth

Festivaloflights.nz
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Publication Dates for 2025
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

Adverts and readers' contributions may be phoned, emailed, posted or dropped into the
Opunake & Coastal News at 23 Napier St, PO Box 74, Opunake.

Phone (06) 761-7016 or a/h (06) 761-8206, Email:  ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz; 

Phone (06) 761-7016

DEADLINES:
EDITORIAL               - 5pm Thursday prior to publication.
DISPLAY ADVERTS    - 5pm Friday prior to publication.
CLASSIFIEDS            - 3pm Monday prior to publication.

        www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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NPDC’s TSB Festival of 
Lights will turn up the magic 
for another dazzling summer 
at Pukekura Park in New 
Plymouth from 21 Decem-
ber.
This year’s lineup for the 
free, fi ve-week festival fea-
tures 13 new light instal-
lations and more than 70 
events, making it one of 
New Zealand’s most antici-
pated free summer events. 
The festival runs through to 
26 January. 
The lineup includes a vibrant 
mix featuring public art light 
installations, stage perfor-
mances by high-calibre 
musicians, an all-ages New 
Year’s Eve party, outdoor 
cinema, and Festival Kids 
events. The beloved ‘Glow 
Boats’ are also returning to 
the lake and will now be pre-
bookable through the festi-
val’s website.
Illuminating Pukekura Park 
are light installations such 
as Affi nity, coming from 
Sydney, inspired by the 
neural pathways of the hu-
man brain. Gondwana Glade 
is a multi-sensory journey 
through the whispers of an-
cient nature. New commis-
sioned pieces by national 
light artists Vesica, Angus 
Muir, and Tungsten Projects 
immerse visitors in large-
scale public art spaces. 
Opening night (21 Decem-

TSB Festival of Lights announces high-energy 
line-up of free lights and entertainment

ber) features noughties 
Aotearoa icons Goodshirt, 
among a summer soundtrack 
of 44 artists playing over the 
fi ve weeks. Other performers 
include international blues 
musician C.W. Stonek-
ing, APRA Maioha Award 
winner Jordyn with a Why, 

Kiwi-turned-Nashville band 
South for Winter, Aotearoa 
Music Awards Best Rock fi -
nalist Midwave Breaks, and 
others such as Casual Heal-
ing, Richter City Rebels and 
Christopher Tubbs. 
The Festival Kids pro-
gramme will keep tamariki 

entertained with a foam par-
ty, glow cricket, DJ classes, 
and roving performers. For 
the adults; Pinot & Picasso, 
Circus BBQ Party, and a 
bluegrass twist on Mac-

beth are among the exciting 
events on offer. 
“The glow of TSB Festi-
val of Lights reaches across 
Taranaki and throughout 
Aotearoa – last year we 

welcomed 175,000 visitors, 
brought top international 
and national musicians to 
the festival, and connected 
public arts and nature with 
the community,” says NPDC 
Events Lead, Lisa Ekdahl. 
“This is what the Festival of 
Lights is all about.”

Children with TSB Festival of Lights 2024-2024 lighting installation Affi nity, by Amigo and Amigo (Sydney).

MOVING? 
Subscribe to the 

Opunake & 
Coastal News 
and we’ll post 
you a paper as 
soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

Our fi rst issue next year is 
the 30th January. 

Call us to contribute.
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St. Pauls Op Shop
Merry Christmas and

a very happy New Year
to all of our

wonderful supporters
From the team at
St. Pauls Op Shop

Funds raised contribute to our 
community service organisations

182 Opua Road, Opunake, Surf Highway 45
paddy@actionaki.co.nz

Our activities are suitable for ages 10 and over
• Paintball
• Clayshooting
• Archery
• Frisbee golf & golf chip
• .22 rifle shooting
• Team Building

• Christmas functions
• Work do’s
• Stag & Hen do’s
• Family gatherings
• Birthday parties 10+
• BBQ’s

Simon, Stacey and the team at Coastal Agri wish you all a 
happy & safe festive season.

We will be closed stat days only, but as always, we are 
still here for urgent call outs on 06 7617079.

Actionaki is now part and 
parcel of what’s going 

All sorts come to Actionaki

Paintballing.
on around Taranaki. Since 
starting 18 years ago, all sorts 

have come through, from 
birthday parties through 
to corporate events, team 
building crews and stag and 
hen parties and Christmas 
functions.  It’s really been 
great meeting new people 
and watching them step up, 
take themselves out of their 
comfort zones and achieve 
their goals. 
Archery is a really popular 
activity at Actionaki. Off 
to shoot a few claybirds. 
Paintballing in the forest. 
The events we cater for 
include claybird shooting, 
.22 rifl e target shooting, 
Stag and Hen dos, work 
dos, family gatherings, 
kids’ birthday parties, team 
building days, archery, 
frisbee golf, paintball, 
and golf chip challenges. 
So if you, your family or 
your team need a break or 
activity at holiday time, 
we are only a phone call, 
facebook or email away 
Our activities are ideally 
suited to ages ten and over. 

Ph 0800 824 836. 
 

Paddy Walsh

Claybird Shooting.

Kai Time.
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Manaia Golf Club
Green fees $25per round 

on our historic course
Boxing Day Tournament $10 entry
Turn up on the day from 9.30am
Ambrose non-golfers welcome 

New members welcome 
Ph Jackie 06 764 6412

Great places to go Golfi ng

Kaitake 5th fairway at Oakura.  Cart hire is available at Kaitake. Please see our advertisement.
Kaitake Golf Club is a 
parkland style country 
course which enjoys the 
mild micro-climate of the 
Oakura area.  The course is 
located under the Kaitake 
Ranges which provide 
shelter from cold South-
East winds when they 
blow.  Our free draining 
soils means the course is 
rarely closed because of 
wet conditions.  Our green 
fees are $25.00 for 18 holes 
and $15.00 for 9 holes.  
We have new golf carts 
available so come along 
and enjoy the beautiful 
countryside and listen to 
the numerous fantails, 
tuis etc that are abundant 
throughout the course.  
Any queries please call the 
offi ce 06 7527 665. 

The Opunake Golf Club 
is located 2.5km up Namu 
Road just north of Opunake. 
The 18-hole, 5309 metre 
course is surrounded by 
pohutukawa and pine trees 
with spectacular views of 
the mountain and sea.
From mid-November till 
Christmas, golf gets a lot 

Opunake Golf Course.

more social with Twilight 
Golf every Wednesday from 
4.30pm. This is a casual 
9-hole competition open to 
non-golfers and golfers, and 
it’s become a popular family 
friendly event. Business 
House Golf starts on January 
15th (see advertisement). On 
January 19th the club will be 

hosting the Opunake Open 
Tournament, now a very 
popular event that golfers 
come from far and wide to 
enjoy (see advertisement). 
Opunake Golf Club Men’s 
and Ladies Club Days 
continue through the 
summer as social golf, 
with tee times between 10-

10.30am on Sundays and 
Tuesdays respectively. 
“New members are always 
welcome, and summer is a 
great time to give golf a go.
The course is open to the 
public throughout the year 
and is a fun, low cost outing 
for those enjoying the 
holidays in Opunake. 

  
  

KAITAKE GOLF CLUB
1340 South Rd, Oakura.

Ph 06 752 7665
Email: kaitakegolf@xtra.co.nz

Cart Hire available - Non members $40, 
Members $30 .

Our Greens fees are:
 $30 for 18 holes  &  $20 for 9 holes

6199 Main South Road, Pungarehu

Green Fees $20 - 18 Hole Course

Subs:  Full Member $280,   Students $75

Call Susan 027 448 9140
email: crowleyxfive@xtra.co.nz

Pungarehu Golf Club 

OPUNAKE GOLF CLUB
Opunake Open Tournament

Sunday 19th January 2025

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

BUSINESS HOUSE 
MIXED AMBROSE

Entry Fee $50 includes Meal, Two’s, Nearest to 
the pins. Free Halfway house.

Five divisions Nett/Stableford & a Field Gross
Tee Times: 6am to 2pm
Contact Callum Roach

Ph 027 212 7115

Starts Wednesday 15th January 2025
Entry Fee $12 per team per night 

(meals available)
Tee Off between 4.30 to 6.30pm

Teams of 4 (golfers and non-golfers)
If you require players or are available to play 

contact the Golf Club on 06 761 8070 or Simon 
Julian on 027 254 0917

Everyday Play Available
$20 Green Fees - Affiliated Golfers

$30 for Non Affiliated
Students $10

Oxida�on cleaning, Muck Spreader, 5000lt Drain Cleaner, Ploughing, Discing, Roto�lling, 
Harrows, Blading, Levelling, Rock Rower, Stone picker, Tractor Trailer and Rock Trailer, 

5T Drain Digger

Phone: 027 201 2925 Crocke� Fleming
SERVICING SOUTH TARANAKI

CG FLEMING LTD send warmest wishes for a joyous holiday season! 
Thank you for being a valued client—here’s to another great year ahead! 

St. Pauls Op Shop
Merry Christmas and

a very happy New Year
to all of our

wonderful supporters
From the team at
St. Pauls Op Shop

Funds raised contribute to our 
community service organisations
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HOURLY RAFFLES: 10am-2pm - All good prizes.

10 am start: On Dell Stage - Babies 0-2

10.30am: Opunake Lions BIG DIG. 
Please register from 9.30am at the Lions tent stage left - 3 sections: Everyone gets 
a prize. 3 major prizes sponsored by Campbell Contracting.

Then:  Tots (3-5), Children (6-9 and 10-13)
             Muscles (Under 7, 8-11, 12+)

Opunake Beach Carnival Talent Contest - Open to all ages. 
Pre register: opunaketalentcontest@gmail.com, or see us on the day

Great activities: Tik Tok Challenge, Bottle Flip, Pie Eating Contest, Sunblock 
Assassins, Lollies or the Bag

MISS OPUNAKE

All day  fun for all ages activities Tinka the Train, Kids Cars, Laughing Clowns,  
Shooting gallery. Bouncy Castle, Zorb Balls on the Clifftop

Carnival-goers will be spoilt for choice with food trucks including Kebabs, German 
Sausage, Hangi, Thai Delight, Pit Laynz BBQ, Japanese curry, Ice-cream, coffee, hot 
dogs and chips.

The Beach Road will be closed. The Pickering Shuttle will be available - $2 or 
Koha donation.

SATURDAY 4th JANUARY

Closed stat 
days only

Still the Best Little Gift Shop On The Coast
80 Tasman St. Opunake - Ph 06 761 8171

Leigh and Patrice 
would like to wish you 
a Merry Christmas and 

a Bright and 
Prosperous New Year. 

We would like to thank 
you all for your loyalty 

during the year
We will be continuing 

our traditions of 
friendly pressure free 
shopping and free gift 

wrapping.

Proud 
sponsors of 
the Opunake 

Beach 
Carnival

The 2025 Opunake Beach 
Carnival will be a great day 
for the whole family with 
more than 40 craft and food 
stalls, musical entertainment, 
and a range of activities for 
the kids. The event is on 
Saturday January 4 from 
10am - 3pm at Opunake 
Beach. Entry is free of 
charge. The action will begin 
right at 10am with the babies 
and toddlers kicking off 
the run of pageants. Babies 
0-2 years, 3-5, 6-9,10-13, 
and Mighty Muscles under 
7- 8-11 years and 12+ Years

Miss Opunake (14 years +). 

Opunake Beach Carnival 2025

There are fantastic prizes to 
win, kindly donated by local 
businesses. 

This year all pageant and 
talent contest entries are free.

T h e  a l w a y s  p o p u l a r 
Opunake Lions Big Dig, 
where children dig in the 
sand for winning popsicle 
sticks will once again be 
a highlight. All prizes are 
kindly sponsored by The 
Opunake Beach Carnival 
Committee and Campbell 
Contracting. The Big Dig is 
scheduled for 10.30 am, as 
the tide will be big at 1 pm. 
Please register at the Lions 

tent by the stage before 
the dig.

 All day activities include 
Tinka the Train, Kids’ Cars, 
Laughing Clowns and a 
shooting gallery. Carnival-
goers will be spoilt for 
choice with food options 
aplenty, including Thai and 
Turkish food, ice-cream, 
coffee, hot dogs and chips 
and hangi to name a few. 
Back by popular demand is 
the hourly raffl e. 

Opunake Talent Contest. 
Entries are open to all ages 
and all talents welcome if 
you are ready to show us you 

can. Pre-register by emailing 
opunaketalentcontest@
gmail.com or register on 
the day if places are still 
available. 

The Beach Road will 
be closed on the day, but 
the Carnival Committee 
will be running a shuttle 
service thanks to Pickering 
Motors, which will be a koha 
donation.

Proceeds made on the day 
help fund projects for the 
improvement of the beach 
and the funding of future 
Opunake Beach Carnivals.  
Please take some time to 

complete our survey for your 
ideas on how improvements 
can be made to the beach for 
everyone to enjoy.

Please be tidy Kiwis - we 
encourage you to take your 
rubbish home.

Thank you to the local 
businesses and the South 
Taranaki District Council for 
making this event possible

Opunake Talent Contest  
and Competitions are 
ready to take off
The talent contest is a 

chance to show Opunake 
what you have got going on.
Get involved in the Tik Tok 
dance-off, Lollies or the Bag, 
bottle fl ipping, pie eating and 
other great activities
It’s free entry and prizes will 
be given, but really it’s just a 
bit of fun, take that as given. 
If you want to get involved 
and you have talent to burn.
 Register at 
opunaketalentcontest@
gmail.com and get yourself 
ready to take your turn.

Sunblock Assassins.

Pie eating contest.

Mighty Muscles.
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Proud to Sponsor the Big Dig since 2010

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from the team at Campbell Contracting

       Rusty  027 280 0743                            Nadia 0275552038           Rusty  027 280 0743                            Nadia 0275552038 
www.campbellcontracting.nz

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year Closed stat 
days only

Still the Best Little Gift Shop On The Coast
80 Tasman St. Opunake - Ph 06 761 8171

Leigh and Patrice 
would like to wish you 
a Merry Christmas and 

a Bright and 
Prosperous New Year. 

We would like to thank 
you all for your loyalty 

during the year
We will be continuing 

our traditions of 
friendly pressure free 
shopping and free gift 

wrapping.

Proud 
sponsors of 
the Opunake 

Beach 
Carnival

Lollies or the bag.

Bottle fl ipping.

Jeeps.

St John Ambulance.

Opunake Beach Carnival 2025
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FINER
SPRAYING SERVICES

LIMITED

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year 

from Grant and the 
team.

Thank you to our 
clients for their 

support this year

BOOM SPRAYING SPECIALIST
Accurate Application - Sound Advice 

Grant: 027 444 9189

To all the families we have helped this
year, we know this will be a sad and

difficult time for you, but we wish 
you all a very special

Christmas and Peaceful New Year.

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

NEW HEADSTONES
ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS

CLOSED  FROM 23rd DEC
RE-OPENING JAN 9th, 2025

Johnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & Christine NEW OWNERS

NEW PLYMOUTH
78 Courtney Street  |  06 759 9052

• Online - Deliveries /Click & Collect
• Gold Card Discounts - on Groc’s Tuesday!
• Instore Cafe!
• Fresh, Fresh, Fresh
• Fuel station on-site

We’re here to help make your shopping 
experience a great one!
COME IN & SAY HELLO!

 

48 Victoria St Hawera 4640
Ph: 06 278 6856

Dunlop Insurance
ARE YOU 

COVERED?
CONTACT US TODAY!

Your local Insurance Brokers

 

Anna Dunlop 027 555 2080

Gary Dunlop 027 451 7404

Our advisors are happy to meet at a 
time and place that suits you for  

a free, no-obligation quote.

Dunlop Insurance wishes to thank all the wonderful locals 
who have supported our business this year. 

We appreciate your custom and wish you an enjoyable and 
safe festive season.

Our offices will be closed on 23rd December, re-opening 
January 8th.

Support is available anytime by calling your advisor’s 
mobile number.

From all the team,
Anna, Gary, Claire, Lynley, Melissa and Piper.

The housing market is on 
track for its fl attest calendar 
year in more than a decade, 
despite a modicum of growth 
this quarter.

The latest QV House 
Price Index shows home 
values grew nationally by 
an average of 0.3% in the 
November quarter – the 
fi rst quarterly increase since 
April. The average home is 
now worth $908,173, which 
is 0.7% less than at the same 
time last year and 14.6% 
below the market’s peak just 
over three years ago.

Among New Zealand’s 
main urban centres, 
Auckland (0.5%), Hamilton 
(1.2%), Napier (0.9%), 
Christchurch (0.3%) and 
Dunedin (0.7%) all recorded 
modest quarterly home value 
increases for the fi rst time in 
months. The average rate of 
reduction also slowed this 
quarter in Tauranga (-1%) 

Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016

Housing values rise in November
and Wellington (-0.9%).

Home values have risen 
across the wider Taranaki 
region this quarter.

New Plymouth’s average 
home increased in value by 
1% to $718,279. That fi gure 
is now 1.6% higher than at 
the start of 2024.

The average home value 
also increased by 3.7% to 
$488,069 in Stratford, and 
by 0.9% to $441,329 in 
South Taranaki. 

“Time will tell whether or 
not we’re fi nally witnessing 
the modest beginnings of 
the housing market’s long-
awaited rebound or whether 
this is just another small 
bump in what has been a 
remarkably bumpy road 
in recent years,” said QV 
operations manager James 
Wilson.

“Interest rate reductions 
have certainly paved the way 
for a general uplift in activity 

and market sentiment across 
much of the country. We’re 
now seeing signifi cantly 
more Kiwis at open homes 
and in auction rooms, which 
has largely stemmed what 
was, for the most part, a slow 
reduction in property values 
throughout winter. But with 
such a large supply of homes 
for sale, demand isn’t yet 
converting into signifi cant 
price pressure. 

”We did see an overall 
increase in property values 
around the same time last 
year too, which petered 
out as interest rates, the 
increased cost of living, 
rising unemployment and 
slowing migration took hold 
once more. These are still 
pretty major factors today 
and will also continue to play 
a pivotal role in hampering 
any signifi cant home value 
growth as we move into 
2025, even as mortgage rate 

relief fi nally sets in.”
Despite this modicum of 

growth in the November 
quarter, the average home in 
Aotearoa is now worth just 
0.3% more than at the start of 
this calendar year. 

“With December’s fi gures 
still to be accounted for, 
the housing market looks 
to be on track for its fl attest 
calendar year in more than a 
decade,” said Mr Wilson.

“Looking ahead, there’s 
still very little to suggest that 
house prices will suddenly 
take off any time soon, with 
supply far outweighing 
demand. There are still 
buyers waiting in the wings 
for economic conditions to 
improve and for interest rates 
to drop further. It looks like 
they may get their wish in 
2025 but it could still be a 
while yet, and any growth in 
the meantime is expected to 
be moderate at best.”

Fun at the Carnival

Opunake Beach Carnival Big Dig starts at 10.30 am get in early and register with the Opunake Lions by the stage.

Pie Eating Champs.
Sponsor Rusty Campbell 

with a Big Dig Winner.
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THE

CRAFTY FOX

Mon: 9.30am - 1pm

Tues - Sun: 9.30am - 4pm

021 02742413

Ground floor - The Village Mews, Oakura (opposite the hall)

For Christmas Gifts
• NZ Craft • Pounamu

• Jewellery • Souvenirs
• Clothing

& more
Closed:
Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
& New Years Day

Contact: Leah (027) 334 7304 for more details

Legends of the Coast

Fishing Day
Take a Kid

7am-5pm
Weigh in at Opunake Main 

Beach 5-5.30pm

Prizegiving to follow.
$2 per child. 

Registration at Opunake Beach 
Camp Office - Wed 8th, Thurs 9th, 

Fri 10th,  9am-5pm.
Open to Primary & Pre-school 

children

Prizes kindly donated by Cleenasz, 
TBL, Drake Plaster & Paint & 

Legends of the Coast

Saturday 11th Jan, 2025

Pungarehu Community Pool
Open 16th December

Pick up keys from Challenge Rahotu 
$60 cash only

Open 11am-9pm 
Ph Nigel 027 681 9524

The Opunake Clifftop  
Garden  part of the Opunake 
loop trail is maintained by 
a team of dedicated local 
gardeners. 

Planting and maintaining 
the gardens is achieved 
through regular get togethers 
of the team to re-design, 
plant and maintain. There 
is no committee structure to 
the group, it is simply run by 
consensus. 

One of the garden’s driving 
forces is Rose Ratahi, who 
has become known as the 
face of the Taranaki Fringe 
Garden Festival as well as 
being a longtime festival 
entrant herself 

From one of the points 
of interest in the Taranaki 
Fringe Garden Festival the 
Clifftop Garden is now one 
of the Festival’s regular 
entrants.

In 2020 the  Opunake 
Clifftop Garden Group 
received the Taranaki 
Coastal Organisation Award 
from the South Taranaki 
District Council.

The garden is also an 
integral part of the Opunake 
Loop Trail and can be 
accessed via the    lookout 
overlooking the Tasman Sea 
and Opunake’s iconic beach.

After viewing the garden 

there is more of the Loop 
Trail to see. Alternatively 
there’s the table and seating 
overlooking the Tasman Sea 
which was built by respected 
local identity Ron Brewer 
who sadly passed away 
earlier this year. It’s an ideal 
place to relax and refl ect.

Waiaua river.

Opunake Clifftop  Garden.

Opunake loop trail
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DINING & ACCOMMODATION GUIDE
Taranaki

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:

www.andersonspies.co.nz
OPENING HOURS

MON TO FRIDAY 6am - 4pm
PH 06 278 5553 

sales@andersonspies.co.nz

“best you can buy
an Andersons pie”

144 Princes St
HAWERA

A Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year to all our 

customers. 
We are open except for 
the statutory holidays.

   

 
 

 
 
 

Crazy cheese deals with a great selection of – 
 

 

Find us down the ONE-WAY street at 1 Bridge St, Eltham  
We are open Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm 

 

Yarrows would like to wish the local community 
a very merry Christmas and happy and 

prosperous New Year!
SHOP CLOSES AT 3.30PM 
ON TUESDAY 24/12/24 
AND RE-OPENS AT 7AM 

ON MONDAY 6/1/25

Thank you for supporting us 
during 2024.

Closed 23, 24, 25 & 26 December
Open 27, 28, 29 & 30 December  

Closed 31 Dec, 1st & 2nd Jan
Open 3, 4, 5 January

Regular hours from 8 Jan -
Wednesday to Sunday 8am - 3.30pm

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

Thank you to our valued customers 
for your continued support

Call 06 761 7062 
for bookings

OC - Rainforest Eatery

Friday 5 December

12cm x 3col (130mm)

#00000

FRESH LOCAL DELICIOUS

Open - 10am to 4pm

at Pukeiti 2290 Carrington Rd New Plymouth- -

Open every day through until March (except Christmas Day)

06 752 4143 Rainforest Eatery rainforest.eatery@trc.govt.nz

Mar to May - Wed to Sun, June to Sept - Fri to Sun (+ public holidays)

OC - Rainforest Eatery

October last minute

12cm x 3col (130mm)

#00000

Opunake Chinese Takeaways
Ph 06 761 8087

Hamburgers, $5.50
Chicken Burgers, $6.50

Fish Burgers, $7.00
Beef Burgers, $8.00

Open everyday
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11 Gill St, New Plymouth, Taranaki

Whether you're looking for fantastic Christmas gift ideas or the latest summer trends, you'll
find what you need when you shop the Centre.

Don’t miss out on any of our
promotions, events and offers.

Your destination for fashion, lifestyle, and beauty.

We've extended our opening hours in the lead-up to Christmas 2024. With more
time to shop later in the evening, you’ll have plenty of time to plan your visit and
tick everything off your Christmas shopping list. 

PARK. MEET. SHOP. EAT.

Remember 24/7 parking, which makes shopping in the CBD easy!
Head to centre-city.co.nz for more festive season at Centre City.

PARK

11 Gill St, New Plymouth, Taranaki

Whether you're looking for fantastic Christmas gift ideas or the latest summer trends, you'll
find what you need when you shop the Centre.

Don’t miss out on any of our
promotions, events and offers.

YYoouurr ddeessttiinnaattiioonn ffoorr ffaasshhiioonn,, lliiffeessttyyllee,, aanndd bbeeaauuttyy..

We've extended our opening hours in the lead-up to Christmas 2024. With more
time to shop later in the evening, you’ll have plenty of time to plan your visit and
tick everything off your Christmas shopping list.

Remember 24/7 parking, which makes shopping in the CBD easy!
Head to centrtrt e-citytyt .y.y co.nz for more festive season at Centre City.

WARM WISHES FOR A SAFE 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

& A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR 
WITH THOSE YOU LOVE 

Thank you for your ongoing support.

We appreciate you shopping local and look 

forward to seeing you over the summer holidays

WARM WISHES FOR A SAFE 

027 733 7931

Opunake Beach Carnival Big Dig starts at 10.30 am get in early and register with the Opunake Lions by the stage.

The New Zealand 
Veterinary Association 
(NZVA) Te Pae Kīrehe 
supports the Government’s 
decision to end greyhound 
racing based on its own 
long-standing concerns 
about animal welfare within 
the industry.

We have been concerned for 
some time about greyhound 
welfare in New Zealand’s 
racing industry. There were 
signifi cant welfare risks and 
compromises to greyhounds, 
which needed to be 

Animal rights organisation 
SAFE is elated with 
the Government’s 
announcement today that it 
will ban greyhound racing in 
New Zealand.

“Today marks the end of 
an era of exploitation,” says 

Justice for greyhounds

Opunake
Hawera

Rahotu
Pungarehu

OAKURA
NP

OAKURA
Surf Highway 45.

Service Station
More than just a

Opunake

Surf Highway 45.

Open 7 Days:
6am - 9pm

Oakura Ph: 06 752 7753

SERVING 
THE 

COAST 
FOR OVER 
70 YEARS

Meri Kirihimete and 
a Happy New Year

Gifts, hardware, 
Revital Garden products

BP
OAKURA

LPG BOTTLESWAP

Campaign Manager Emma 
Brodie.

“We are relieved the 
Government is fi nally 
bringing an end to a practice 
responsible for the prolonged 
suffering of thousands of 
dogs.”

“Greyhounds will fi nally 
have the opportunity to live 
a life full of love, comfort, 
and safety.”

The Deputy Prime Minister 
Rt Hon Winston Peters, 
who also serves as Racing 
Minister, announced today 
that greyhound racing in 
New Zealand will be banned 
after a 20-month phase-out 
period.

SAFE believes this 
outcome refl ects a growing 
recognition that New 
Zealanders won’t stand 
for cruelty disguised as 
entertainment.

“This victory belongs 
to everyone who has 
campaigned for better 
lives for greyhounds,” says 

Brodie. “The phase-out is 
a testament to the power 
of collective action and 
compassion.”

“Moving forward, the 
Government must now 
ensure a smooth transition 
for greyhounds, supporting 
their rehabilitation and 
rehoming into permanent 
loving homes where they 
belong,” says Brodie.

Minister Peters also 
introduced the Racing 
Industry (Unlawful 
Destruction of Specifi ed 
Greyhounds) Amendment 
Bill, to be passed under 
urgency. The bill will 
prevent the unnecessary 
killing of dogs during the 
transition period.

“SAFE welcomes 
this critical measure to 
protect greyhounds from 
unnecessary death during 
this phase-out period. 
We remain committed to 
working with our partner 
organisations to assist with 
the smooth transition for 
greyhounds into ,” says 

Brodie.
“This is a truly historic day 

for animal rights in Aotearoa. 
We would like to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who stood with us in the 
campaign to end greyhound 
racing. Together, we have 
achieved a monumental step 
forward for animals.”

NZVA statement re greyhound 
racing decision

minimised and adequately 
balanced, with provisions 
that ensured the animals had 
a life worth living.

We had advocated for 
measurable and sustained 
improvement in the 
welfare and proper care of 
greyhounds. Some progress 
had been made by the 
greyhound racing industry, 
but like the government, we 
believe this was too little too 
late.

NZVA Chief Executive 
Kevin Bryant.
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Summer aranaki gardensadventures in T

Outdoor nature bingo

9 January, 10am to 11.30am

Kids can explore the magic of the

gardens with nature bingothis

adventure.

PUKEITI

2290 Carrington Rd, New Plymouth

HOLLARD GARDENS

1686 Upper Manaia Rd, Kaponga487 Mangorei Rd, New Plymouth

T PAREŪ

Yours Truly xx

10-20 January, 10am to 3pm daily

Thirty-one artists from around Aotearoa

‘show their true self’ in this special

exhibition.

Tupare summer jam

23 February, 11am to 2pm

Relax on the River Flat with delicious

kai and from local .tunes musicians

Outdoor nature bingo

13 January, 10am to 11.30am

The great BIG Easter hunt*

13 April - Two sessions: 9am to 10am

and 10am to 11am

Join us for an epic Easter egg hunt!

For children aged 5-10 years.

Pukeiti by night*

15 April, 6.30pm to 8pm

Join Dr Emily Roberts and discover

what comes to life at night in the forest.

Family friendly.

Pukeiti wellness day*

9 March, 8.30am start

Recharge and rejuvenate with

various activities during the day.

Outdoor nature bingo

23 January, 10am to 11.30am

Explore the magic of the gardens with

our nature bingo adventure.

Marvellous magic show

+ food truck fiesta

16 February, 11am to 2pm

Josh from Magic Works brings his

quirky antics, amazing tricks and

interactive entertainment to the

Main Lawn. njoy the showE and

kai from a selection of food trucks.

*Registrations essential
at eventbrite.co.nz

curated by Laura Campbell

Embrace the outdoors and bring

your tamariki on our nature bingo

adventure through the garden.

The Taranaki Crossing 
is a project within the 
Egmont National Park, 
connecting and upgrading 
a series of walking tracks 
on the maunga. For more 
information: www.doc.govt.
nz

Trampers are urged to 
check for up-to-date track 
and weather conditions on 
the DOC website or contact 
North Egmont Visitor Centre 
prior to heading outdoors.

Remember to book your 
hut before heading out this 
summer

Trampers overnighting at 
Mount Taranaki’s Holly Hut 
or Pouakai Hut are reminded 
to book online via the 
Department of Conservation 
website before heading out 
this summer.

Both Pouakai and Holly 
huts are along the scenic 
Pouakai Circuit, with 
the larger Holly Hut also 
services the Around the 
Mountain Circuit track.

“As these are both popular 
tracks the huts can get really 
busy during peak season on 
the mountain. Pre-booking 
online will ensure people get 
a bunk for the night,” says 
DOC Taranaki Recreation/
Historic Supervisor Andy 
Johnston.

Pouakai Hut and Holly 
Hut can be booked online 
Feedback from users has 
been positive, says Andy 
Johnston: “People appreciate 

Mt Taranaki a trampers playground
knowing they will get a bed 
at the end of their tramp.”

Trampers should carry 
proof of their booking with 
them. Backcountry hut 
tickets are no longer valid 
at Holly Hut or Pouakai 
Hut, but they may be used 
at any other hut in the park. 
Pricing remains the same, 
with adults $15, youth (11-
17 years) $7.50 and children 
10 and under free of charge. 
Backcountry hut pass 
discounts apply.

“Keep your pets and 
drones off the mountain this 
summer

Leave your pets and drones 
at home when visiting 
Mount Taranaki this summer 
urges the Department of 
Conservation (DOC).

Our native wildlife such 
as kiwi and whio need as 
much protection as we can 
provide. Even the most 
obedient, domesticated dogs 
and cats can reveal their 
predatory instincts in the 
wild says DOC biodiversity 
ranger Joe Carson. 

Drones can disturb 
birds and affect people’s 
enjoyment of the outdoors 
she says. “Keep your pets 
and drones out of Egmont 
National Park summer and 
help keep our wildlife safe.”

People found with pets or 
drones illegally in the park 
can face fines under the 
Wildlife Act.

Help find kiwi on Mount 

The swingbridge which links the Stratford Plateau to vsrious walks.

Taranaki
Taranaki Kiwi Trust is 

asking for the public’s help 
finding kiwi signs on Mount 
Taranaki.

The Trust, who work 
throughout Taranaki to 
protect Western Brown 
Kiwi and increase their 
populations, is wanting 
more information on kiwi 
distribution on the mountain.

Photos of kiwi footprints, 
probe holes and feathers 

and their location on the 
mountain would help, says 
TKT Kiwi Operations 
Leader Sian Pottier. “If 
you hear kiwi calls while 
overnighting on the 
mountain we’re also keen to 
hear from you”.

For kiwi sign sightings 
email sian@taraanakikiwi.
org.nz describing your 
experience. For information 
on kiwi sign and calls visit: 
www.taranakikiwi.org.nz

Short walks and tramps for 
families on Mt Taranaki this 
summer

Here’s some ideas for 
getting the family out 
exploring Mount Taranaki 
this summer. Check out 
the DOC website for more 
track info www.doc.govt.
nz or contact North Egmont 
Visitor Centre ph 06 
7560990.

Wilkis Pools Loop Track
Time:20 min to the pools, 1 

hour 20 minutes loop
Distance: 1.9 km loop
From Dawson Falls road 

end walk through young 
forest then subalpine 
(goblin) forest to a series of 
pools, scoured from 20,000 
year old lava. Take togs 
and a towel and enjoy a 
refreshing dip in the pools.

The first 900m of this track 
(to the pools) is baby buggy/
wheelchair friendly with the 
remainder of the track good 

China images a step back in time

Continued on page 51.
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Seven years ago Barry Bishop started the 
Maketawa John Deere Museum. Barry’s 
Museum is full of vintage classic John 
Deere Machinery. He now has a collection 
of  36 green and yellow beauties. The 
oldest tractor Barry currently owns is a 1936 John Deere BN, imported from the states. 

Take a step back into the world of John Deere - Adults $10, Kids Free

1914 Mountain Road, Inglewood | Ph 0274 479 232
Open Saturday – Sunday: 10am – 5pm or by appointment.

A DESTINATION  

GALLERY 

35 Ocean View Parade 

Breakwater Bay 

New Plymouth 

P: 0275 311 079 

Tuesday - Saturday  

10am-4pm 

Sunday  

10am-3pmW
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for children.
The track winds through 

‘goblin forest’, crossing 
the bridge over the Kapuni 
Stream to reach the turnoff 
to the small lava formed 

Wilkies Pools. Families may 
want to return the same way 
– continuing around the loop 
requires some rock hopping 
across Kapuni Stream.

Return to the signpost 
to continue around the 

loop, past small waterfalls, 
bubbling springs and the 
intake weir for the power 
station. Recross the Kapuni 
Stream and head back to the 
visitor centre.

Take care when crossing 

the Kāpuni Stream as the 
river bank may be eroded, 
making access diffi cult. 
There is no bridge across this 
stream. It may be impassable 
after heavy rain.

York Road Loop Track

Time: approx. 3 hours 
(with stops)

Distance: 5.3km loop
York Road Loop Track 

follows part of the old 
Egmont Branch Railway 
Line. It is best walked in 

Walks for all ages and levels of fi tness
a clockwise direction and 
passes ten numbered sites of 
interest along the way. The 
terrain is mainly fl at with 
some gentle inclines. You 
may be lucky enough to see 
a whio/blue duck.

Ian McAlpine dropped 
by the Opunake & Coastal 
News with a selection of 
china he’s collected over the 
years all featuring images 
relating to Mt Taranaki.

Some of the items had 
images of “Mt Egmont and 
the North Egmont chalet.” 
The North Egmont Chalet 
was pulled down in 1974. 
The present Stratford 
Mountain House replaces it.

“It was a lovely building,” 
recalls Ian of the North 
Egmont Chalet adding that it 
had a big dance fl oor. There 
is a photo of the building in 
the North Egmont Visitor 
Centre when it celebrated its 
centenary.

In the early days people 
would come from New 
Plymouth and stay the night 
at the chalet before returning 
to New Plymouth it being 
something of a mission 
to get there. Nowadays of 
course you can drive there 

China images a step back in time
and back in a day.

Ian’s interesting array of 
china included jugs, cups, 
vases, salt and pepper 
shakers, various ornaments 
and a dinner set. Also, 

teaspoons bearing the 
trademark images.

He’d bought some of them 
on the Internet others he’d 
acquired over the years.

Ian McAlpine who estimates he has climbed Mt Taranaki 
1900 times. He is holding aloft a jug with an image of the 
mountain on it.
Below is a close up of the dinner set depicting a photo 
of the North Egmont Chalet. Judging by the vehicles it 
looks like the photo was taken around 1900.

Continued from page 50.
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Santa to visit Opunake on Christmas Eve

.

.

OPUNAKE AND DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Presents

Opunake Christmas Parade 2024
Tuesday December 24.  Gather from 6.15pm onwards for 7pm start.

Tasman Street, Opunake

Welcome to our celebration. Please complete and return the bottpm portion 
of this official entry form by December 18  to guarantee your position in the 

parade lineup.
All entries will be judged this year and prizes will be awarded based on the 

following criteria.

Best Effort and Most Creative

Please review the parade safety rules and guidelines on the back of this page
keep this portion for your records.

Return the bottom portion to Agrimec, Ihaia Rd or 
email agrimecauto2022@gmail.com

Name of entry:

Type of vehicle:      Length of entry (mtr):

No. of adults:     No. of children:

Responsible person:     Dayime phone:  

Email address:

2024 PARADE ENTRY FORM
My printed name or signature below is my bond that I understand the rules 
and guidelines  for the 2024 Santa Parade and warrant that my/our entry will 
fully comply.

Signature:

Safety Rules and Guidelines

Special note: The parade begins at 7pm on December 24 

.

.

OPUNAKE AND DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Christmas Parade 2024

Safety Rules & Guidelines

1. Parade officials will inspect all entries and reserve the right to eliminate any 
entry that is in violation of these rules.
2. The 2024 parade will start at Tasman Street and Ihaia Road corner and end 
again at that corner.
3. Once your entry has started along the parade route, no one may board 
your float.
4. Cover all open wheels for safety so marchers cannot snag clothing or be 
pulled under wheels.
5. Your entry must not exit the parade before the end of the parade.
6. No alcohol is allowed.
7. For public safety, nothing may be thrown from your entry.
8. All motorized fleets must have wheel watchers on both sides.
9. All entries must have clear identification signage.
10. Changes in the parade line-up the day of the parade will be made at the 
sole discretion of the parade officials.
11. A representative of your entry must make themselves known to the 
officials upon arrival.

Keep this portion for your records
 

Entries must be received by 20th December 2024
Entries received after that time will be placed at the end of the parade.

Please email your completed form to agrimecauto2022@gmail.com
Or drop it into Agrimec Auto, Ihaia Rd, Opunake.

The pipe band is a highlight  in the parade.

Opunake High School celebrates a century in 2025.

Santa has treats for the children.
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CHRISTMAS AT THE BOWL / 15 DEC

ROCK THE BOWL / 29 DEC

L.A.B,  STAN WALKER & FRIENDS  / 1 1  JAN

TIMELESS SUMMER TOUR / 16  JAN

TE MATATINI  / 25 FEB– 1  MAR

WOMAD / 14  – 16 MAR

npeventvenues.nz  

Place an order for a load of firewood this month 
and go into the draw to win a FREE 6m3 of Split Pine Firewood 

PRIZE WINNER will be notified Christmas Eve.
 

Available: 6m3 Split Pine $480.00 or 6m3 Split Mac $600.00 
(price includes delivery to the Hawera, Normanby & Manaia areas, 
other areas may incur a small delivery charge).
How to order: Call Andy at 0274 45 64 64 or see Deb 
at Brandy’s Botanicals Barn!

Andy & Deb would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your custom 
and to Wish you a Merry Christmas & Best Wishes for 2025

NPDC’s Bowl of 
Brooklands is taking centre 
stage over the next few 
months with the biggest 
ever line-up of shows and 
festivals heading our way for 
an epic Summer at the Bowl.

With six events already 
confi rmed, including a range 
of concerts and Te Matatini 
2025, December through 
to mid-March is a chance 
to enjoy a wide range of 
entertainment tastes and 
genres.

“New Plymouth district, 
and in fact the region will 
be pumping over summer – 
there is just so much going 
on and I cannot wait,” says 
New Plymouth District 
Mayor Neil Holdom.

“Getting these events here 
is a massive and collective 
effort by NPDC’s event and 
venues teams. as well as 

promoters and groups such 
as Te Puna Umanga Venture 
Taranaki, who work hard to 
ensure our region is on the 
map for major gigs like this.

“Not only is it going to be 
a great time, but a massive 

Deb welcomes you to 

15 LIVINGSTON ROAD, HAWERA
Ph 027 278 5074

hello@brandysbotanicals.co.nz

BRANDY’S
B O T A N I C A L
BARN

I N D O O R  P L A N T S ,  H O M E WA R E S ,  
G I F T WA R E S  &  M O R E

Open everyday leading up to Christmas. 

We will be giving away a gift from under our 

Christmas tree to a lucky customer daily.

Come on in and put your name in 
the draw!

Biggest season of Summer at the Bowl 
about to kick off

shot in the arm for the 
local economy, businesses 
and hospitality and 
accommodation providers.”

As well as concerts, 
the Bowl is hosting the 
prestigious biennial national 

kapa haka festival Te 
Matatini in February which 
see 55 groups perform 
and bring thousands of 

supporters to the region for 
the fi ve-day event.

“Te Matatini is also 
televised to an audience of 
around 2.5 million people 
both online and television, so 
this is a huge opportunity to 
showcase our region and for 
people to see the best kapa 
haka performers from across 
Aotearoa performing on that 
stage in a stunning setting,” 
says Mayor Holdom.

Accommodation around 
the maunga is in high 
demand and local businesses 
will be stocking up getting 
ready for the infl ux.

The 2023/2024 Summer at 
the Bowl attracted 21,000 
concertgoers over three 
shows, including many from 
outside Taranaki. It also 

injected $8.1 million of 
total expenditure into the 
local economy..

Already lined up for the 
Bowl of Brooklands this 
summer are: 15 December:  
Christmas at the Bowl, 
29 December: Rock the 
Bowl, including Shihad 
and Sublime, 11 January: 
L.A.B, Stan Walker & 
Friends, 16 January: 
Timeless Summer Tour 
(including Boy George, 
Bonnie Tyler and Little 
River Band)., 25 February – 
1 March: Te Matatini 2025, 
14 – 16 March: WOMAD

In addition, the popular 
TSB Festival of Lights will 
be back in Pukekura Park 
(December 21- 26 January).

Summer at the Bowl is just about here.
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Warea Stables o�er
grazing from basic grazing to full

adjustment holiday grazing.

Horse treatment, kids and adults riding
lessons and arena hire.

For all pricing go to 
www.wareastables.co.nz

or Phone: Lisa Deane 027 318 1253

683 Egmont Rd, NP | 027 447 0708

We wish our customers a safe and happy Christmas. 
We thank you for the support you have given us.

Open every day from Boxing Day until January 12th, 2025.

The seventh Egmont 
Country Music Festival 
2025

As a pure country music 
lover, I take pride in bringing 
to Taranaki the Egmont 
Country Music Festival for 
the seventh year running. 

Music speaks volumes 
regardless of what type of 
music you love. It’s healing, 
it can make a bad day so 
much better.

There’s something very 
special about country music.

Singers from all over New 
Zealand and this year also 
from Australia there will be 
something for everyone.

Where else can you fi nd a 
full weekend of music and 
line dancing or rock and roll 
for only $50 per person.

Friday price: $29pp, 
Saturday price $35, Sunday 
price $10pp.

Parking for up to 4 days is 
$20 per motorhome/caravan/
tent.

Gates open for parking at 
12pm Thursday.

The event will be held at 
the Clifton Rugny Sports 
Grounds in Tikorangi on 

Egmont Country Music Festival

the inland North Road. The 
festival will start at 2pm 

on Friday with 12 hours 
of music on Saturday and 

Sunday and is open to 
anyone who would like to 
sing. The open mic sessions 
run each day for a few hours 
but on Sunday will go from 
9:30am till 3pm. All you 
need is 5 sets of chord charts 
for the band to back you.

We welcome anyone who 
would like to stay over on 
the grounds.

Motorhomes, caravans, 
tents are all welcome. Just 
get in touch to make your 
booking.

The Clifton Rugby 
Grounds have offered us the 
academy if you would like to 
sleep over.

Food and drinks are 
available at the venue.

There are also gate sales 
for those just wanting to pop 
in.

All enquires and sale of 
tickets and parking email 
crawfordlm50@gmail.co.

Merry Christmas everyone, 
see you all at the festival.

                 
                  Lynn Crawford  

Lynn Crawford.

Cancer Society Taranaki 
is very much dependent on 
support of its community 
donations, bequests and 
fundraising events to be 
able to provide services 

Relay for Life
for our local Taranaki 
Cancer Clients and their 
whanau. Relay For Life 
fundraising helps people in 
our community through the 
Cancer Society’s support 
services, Cancer Prevention 
programmes and cancer 
research. 

Relay For Life brings 
people from all walks of 
life together for a common 
cause. It begins with an 
opening ceremony, with 
cancer survivors and carers 
leading the fi rst lap of the 
event. Then teams take to 
the track. 

Later in the evening the 
teams get together for the 
Candlelight Ceremony.  This 
is a time to remember the 

people we have lost to Cancer. 
Team members continue to 
walk or jog until everyone 
comes together for an inspiring 
closing ceremony. 

Relay For Life is a fun event 
with every team bringing its 
own special energy to the 

event.  
 Register your team for 

Relay For Life Taranaki 2025 
TET Stadium and Events 

Centre. Inglewood.  Saturday 
29  March 2025. 10.30am – 
10.30pm 

Relay for Life.

Scene from last year’s Relay.
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Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016

20 DAYS
16 March 2025

COST $5,995

2025
SOUTH ISLAND TOUR

Explore the wonders of the South Island with us!
Cost of tour based on twin share.
For an itinerary please ring TONY

TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70Enquiries 
any time: 

Worried about COVID? Insurance cover is available at an additional cost 
while on tour should you need to isolate/quarantine.

TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70 | Tony: 027 466 1557
Hostess: Margaret Jones 027 269 4277

Email: info@goldentours.co.nz

TOUR INCLUDES BREAKFASTS & DINNERS

GOLDEN TOURS

        06 757 8665     Fitzroy     www.tht.co.nz  

Merry Christmas & Thank you

COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING
EVENT
DIY HI RE

for your support in 2024!
        06 757 8665     Fitzroy     www.tht.co.nz  

Merry Christmas & Thank you

COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING

for your support in 2024!
Merry Christmas & Thank youMerry Christmas & Thank you

for your support in 2024!for your support in 2024!

COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING
EVENT

HIRE

COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPING
EVENT
DIY

                  

Davy 
Caneware

Caneware and Accessories

Ph 027 814 1148
20 King Street, Opunake

Open Friday and Saturday
or by Appointment

What a way to bring in the 
new year. Coterie join us at 
Butlers Reef on New Years 
Eve.

Fresh off the back of two 
sell-out tours in Australia 
and New Zealand, scoring 
fi ve Number 1 hot singles in 
New Zealand, and dropping 
a debut album that rocked 
the charts at Number 1 in 
New Zealand and Number 
4 in Australia, Coterie are 
hotter than a summer day 
down under.

Led by brothers - Tyler, 
Josh, Brandford, and Conrad 
- hailing from the coastlines 
of Perth, these lads are the 
talk of the town on both 
sides of the Tasman Sea. 
Known for their electrifying 
live performances, Coterie 
is taking the music scene by 
storm. Drawing inspiration 
from the surf culture of the 

Chart toppers to perform 
at Butlers Reef

West Coast and their Maori 
roots, the band serves up 
a delicious mix of soulful 
rock-reggae with killer 
harmonies that leave fans 
craving more.

Coterie’s journey began 15 
years ago in their parents’ 
garage, where they jammed 
and perfected their sound, 
fuelled by the vibes of Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Kings 
of Leon, and the legendary 
Jimi Hendrix. Guitarist and 
youngest brother Conrad 
refl ects “We always believed 
in ourselves, it was just a 
matter of time. Now that 
we’re getting our shot, we’re 
even more driven to show 
the world what we’ve got.”

Their big break came in 
two epic waves. First, a 
grassroots online campaign 
targeted the iconic band 
Six60, leading to a friendship 
and coveted opening slots 

on their tours. Not afraid to 
hustle, Coterie’s persistence 
paid off. As lead vocalist 
Tyler puts it, “The key is to 
be a bit annoying - it gets 
you noticed.”

The second wave of success 
hit when they dropped their 
radio smash ‘Cool it down,’ 
a homegrown hit that struck a 
chord with fans everywhere. 
The track soared to double 
platinum status, ruling the 
charts and airwaves like a 
boss.

Not ones to sit still for too 
long, Coterie announced 
their summer 24 ’Lush 
Leopard tour’ selling out 23 
shows across Australia and 
New Zealand before their 
single “Paradise” saw the 
band dominate Australian 
radio including two weeks 
at Number 1 on trendsetting 
station Triple J. May 
2024 saw Coterie take out 

‘Breakthrough artist of the 
year’ at the 2024 Aotearoa 
Music Awards following 
the same accolade awarded 
to them by Rolling Stone 
Magazine at the 2023 Rolling 
Stone Awards and hitting 
the road with Australia’s 
biggest export ‘Tones n I.’ 
From sold-out tours to chart-
topping singles, Coterie is 
unstoppable. Their latest 
banger ‘One more Chance’ 
featuring Aotearoa rap 
legend Savage is poised to 
keep the party going. These 
guys are not just making 
waves - they’re out to own 
the whole dang ocean.

Joining Coterie, we have 
support from local legends 
The Mons Whaler, The 
Mara, as well as DJ HepsFX 
taking you into 2025 in style.

5:00pm. Gig starts 6:00pm. 
Entry R18.

The Australian band that will be performing at Butlers Reef on New Years Eve.
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Lalaga: 
Le hui fono
2 November 2024 - 11 May 2025 govettbrewster.com

Lalaga: Le Hui Fono emerges 
from an ongoing commitment 
to deepen relationships of 
collaboration, support, and 
reciprocity between Pasifika 
artists and communities 
in Taranaki and across 
Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa. 
Drawing on Lalaga/Raranga/
Lalanga practices, the 
project weaves connections 

Lalaga at the Govett Brewster

Lalaga: Le Hui Fono, 2024, Govett-Brewster Art Gallery, Ngāmotu New Plymouth.                                                                                                                    Photo: Quishile Charan.
through creative practice to 
uplift the aspirations of local 
communities. 
Workshops, making, 
performance, and talanoa 
throughout the exhibition will 
transform the gallery into a 
space for sharing knowledge, 
conversations, and creative 
possibilities, contributing 
to collective culture and 

wellbeing.
The project draws from the 
practices and wisdom of 
Lalaga/Raranga/Lalanga in 
seeking to weave together 
new and existing connections 
through creative practice 
and generate outcomes that 
uplift the aspirations of local 
communities.
Lalaga: Le Hui Fono features 

new works, including some 
created in the gallery during 
the exhibition produced 
in response to a series of 
residencies and exchanges 
among artists from Ngāmotu, 
Sāmoa, Fiji, and Tonga that 
commenced in 2022. 
The inclusion of significant 
historical works also 
encourages a rekindling of 

connections and fosters new 
exchanges of knowledge and 
storytelling. The making, 
workshops, performance and 
talanoa throughout Lalaga: 
Le Hui Fono will transform 
the gallery into a space for 
sharing knowledge, questions, 
conversations, and creative 
possibilities that are shaped 
by Pasifika communities and 

creatives and contribute 
to collective culture and 
wellbeing.
Lalaga has been guided by 
Theresa Tongi, the Gallery’s 
Pacific Public Program 
Coordinator, Ruha Fifita, 
Govett-Brewster Pacific 
Curator at Large and the 
Gallery’s Te Moana nui-a-
Kiwa Advisory Group.
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Opunake Combined 
Churches

Combined Churches Christmas Carol Service -  
Thursday 12th December 7pm at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea. 
Blue Christmas Service at St Barnabas Sunday 15th 
December at 7pm. 
Combined Churches Rest Home Service - 
19th December at 10.30 am. 
Christmas Eve Service at St Barnabas 9pm. 
Christmas Day Service at St Paul's at 9.30am. 
Christmas Day Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea 
9am. 
January Combined Churches Services all at 10 am.
5th - Our Lady Star of the Sea. 
12th - The Wave. 
19th - St Barnabas. 
26th - St Paul's.

Manaia Community Church services 
in the Gibson Hall

December 15th: Praise and Worship + 
Christmas Quiz  at 4pm with bring and share 

meal to follow.
December 22nd: BBQ and Carols    

BBQ at 6pm, Carols at 7 pm
December 25th: Christmas Day service at 9am

December 29th: Service at 10am

Manaia Community Church services 

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday

Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Okato Co-operating Parish

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martin’s, Pungarehu: Closed – No Masses.

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake:
Christmas Mass 25 December - 9.00am at Our Lady Star 

of the Sea, Opunake
January 2025 Mass Times 

At Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake:
5 January-10.00am 
12 January-9.00am 
19 January-9.00am 
26 January-9.00am 

Other areas
Sacred Heart, Manaia - Temporarily closed - No Masses

St Joseph's, Hawera - Every Sat at 5pm; Every Sun at 9am
St Patrick's,  Patea -  4th Sunday of month; 11.00am

St Francis de Sales, Waverley - 2nd Sunday of month; 
11.00am

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - weekly

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday

Come along or contact 
Belinda Philp

027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

Okato – St. Paul’s – Sunday Service every 1st and 3rd  
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Oakura – St. James – Sunday Service every 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Mid-week open church – Okato – St. Paul’s – 
Pew for You, every 3rd Wednesday of each month, 

4.30pm-6.00pm

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
Sunday Mass 8.45am.

Thursday Mass 10.00am (subject to change).

St John’s Community Church. Kaponga
Cnr West and Egmont Streets. 

Sunday Services 10.30am followed by morning tea

Manaia Union Fellowship
  Terou St. Manaia. 

Meet 10am every 3rd Sunday of the month with communion

Friend & Fellowhip Group 
Thursdays @ Manaia

Support our Faith and support each other with Prayer 
and Bible study 

Encouraging interactive discussion and Praise 
All are welcome   

We would love it if you could come
Rodney & Val 274 8550 or 0272384187 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
90 Regan St., Stratford, 

9:00am Sunday: Breakfast and Study 
10:30am:  Breakfast is followed by "Coming Together 

Worship Service" 
Thursday: Study Group at 2 pm at 96b Brecon Rd., 

Stratford. 
Contact Rev. John Mattock 027 2039799

 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
 
 

 

 

 OKATO CO-OPERATING PARISH 
St. Paul’s, Okato and St. James, Oakura 

  

ST. JAMES, ŌĀKURA 
Sunday, 8 December 
ADVENT 2, Communion Service @ 10.00am 
led by Rev. Joy Dale 

Saturday, 14 December 
QUIET MORNING from 9.30am-1.00pm 
Led by Heather Lofthouse.  A quiet time 
for prayer and reflection with music, 
scripture, and meditative stitching. 

Sunday, 22 December 
NINE LESSONS & CAROLS @ 10.00am 
led by Rev. Joy Dale 

Sunday, 22 December 
NATIVITY ACTIVITIES from 3.00pm – 
4.30pm led by the Sunday School Team.  
Picnic, crafts, Sunday School film, 
Christingle! 

Wednesday, 25 December 
CHRISTMAS DAY, Communion Service @ 
9.30am led by Rev. Joy Dale 

Wednesday, 25 December 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH @ 12 
noon led by Margaret Bryce and David 
Thorpe.  No Charge.  ALL WELCOME!  
Please RSVP by 23 December, Margaret on 
021933765 for catering purposes. 

Sunday, 29 December 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS @ 
10.00am led by Rev. Joy Dale. Summer 
Celebrations – Not your usual Sunday 
Service! 

ST. PAUL’S, ŌKATO 
Sunday, 1 December 
ADVENT 1, Communion Service @ 
10.00am led by Rev. Joy Dale 

Sunday, 8 December 
ŌKATO CHRISTMAS PARADE @ 
6.30pm.  FREE sausage sizzle & burgers, 
slice & water served at Coastal Taranaki 
School gym after parade. 

Sunday 15 December 
ADVENT 3, Communion Service @ 
10.00am led by Bishop Philip and Rev. 
Joy Dale 

Tuesday, 24 December @ 7.00pm 
CAROLS AND CANDLES led by Lesley 
Dowding.  Live music, fruit mince pies and 
mulled wine. 

 

JOY TO THE WORLD! 

Boaties are being urged to 
be aware of others when they 
head out on the water this 
summer.  

Port Taranaki Harbour 
Master Tony Parr says 
while it’s always great to 
see recreational boat owners 
exploring the Taranaki 
coastline, those at the helm 
need to take care and avoid 
collision with other water 
users, including other 

Take care and be aware of other 
water users

vessels, swimmers and foil 
windsurfers.  

“Summer can be a very 
busy time at the Port.  We 
want everyone who is using 
the water to stay safe and get 
home safe,” says Mr Parr. 

“The message to 
recreational boat users is 
to be aware of others out 
on the water. The last thing 
we want to see is a tragedy 
which could have easily 

been avoided. It’s a simple 
message really; we’re asking 
those underway in a boat 
to keep a good lookout and 
maintain a safe speed to 
ensure you’re not going to 
hit anyone else. 

“This could include 
coming into close proximity 
to big ships entering and 
leaving the port, and also to 
swimmers and divers. Slow 
down to fi ve knots within 
two hundred metres of a 
boat with a blue and white 
dive fl ag. A windsurfer is 
technically a sailing vessel, 
so you need to keep out of its 
way unless it is overtaking 
you. The same applies to 
rowers and paddle boarders.  

You need to keep out of their 
way too.” 

Maintaining a good lookout 
and a safe speed makes it 
easier to spot hazards and 
other users, Mr Parr says. 
Boaties need to be aware of 
the fi ve-knot limit in inshore 
parts of the port area. 

“Sticking to the speed 
limit gives recreational boat 
users time to react and avoid 
collision with other harbour 
users.” 

His safety tips are: Don’t 
leave shore without a fi tting 
lifejacket for everybody on 
board your boat. Check and 
double check the weather 
before setting out. Take two 
forms of communication 
with you. Make a Trip 
Report with Taranaki 
Coastguard before your set 
out (VHF Radio Channel 
61), and watch out for the 
wake from your boat.

Be careful and aware of other users on the water this 
summer.

MOVING? 
Subscribe to the 

Opunake & 
Coastal News 
and we’ll post 
you a paper as 
soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016
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SOUTH TARANAKI 

Summer

i n  t h e

park
concerts

k i n g  e d wa r d  pa r k

www.southtaranaki.com

saturday 25 january, 4pm

f e at u r i n g

H O L L I E  S M I T H
a n d  N A N A  &  P E TA L

f r e e  f a m i l y  e v e n t

f o o d  t r u c k s ,  e n t e r ta i n m e n t ,  m u s i c

Proudly 
supported 

by

Popular New Zealand 
entertainer and singer Hollie 
Smith will be bringing South 
Taranaki’s premiere Park to 
life with her power packed 
show.

Popular annual summer 
event Concerts in the Park 
is returning to King Edward 

Hollie Smith headlining 2025 Concerts in the Park
Park in Hāwera on Saturday 
25 January 2025.

Entertainment will begin 
with duo Nana & Petal (Paul 
Adams and Celine Filbee) 
kicking things off at 4pm, 
and the main act will take 
the stage at about 5.15pm. 

Hollie Smith is a 

singer, songwriter, and 
performer. Her incredible 
live performances and 
powerhouse vocals have 
made her one of the most 
sought after acts in the New 
Zealand music industry. She 
is best known for her songs 
‘Bathe in the River’ and 
‘Whakaaria Mai’.

South Taranaki District 
Council events coordinator 
Ella Tosland says she looks 
forward to hearing the 
well-known artists songs 
reverberate around King 
Edward Park 

“We hope families and 
whānau take the opportunity 
to enjoy this free event 
relaxing at this beautiful 
venue,” says Ella. “We 
encourage those attending 
to make an evening of it by 
bringing along a picnic or 
buying something from the 
food vendors we will have 
available.”

This event is proudly 
brought to you by South 
Taranaki District Council 
and supported by the Toi 
Foundation.

Left: Hollie Smith 
performs at King Edward 
Park on January 25, 2025.
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SOUTH TARANAKI 

Summersounds
o n  t h e

sand
O P U N A K E  B E A C H- -

saturday 11 january, 12noon

f e at u r i n g 

s o n i c  d e l u s i o n

f r e e  f a m i l y  e v e n t

www.southtaranaki.com

The South Taranaki District 
Council is bringing Sonic 
Delusion to Ōpunakē Beach 
on Saturday 11 January 2025 
from 12noon.

The vibrant Swiss-Kiwi, 
high-energy performer, Sonic 
Delusion (Andre Manella) has 
played over 1,000 live shows 
at venues and festivals across 

Sounds on the Sand returning to 
Opunake Beach this summer.

Switzerland, New Zealand, 
Australia and Germany over 
the last decade.

“We are incredibly excited 
to welcome Sonic Delusion 
back to Sounds on the Sand 
this year. We know Andre 
will have everyone up on 
their feet dancing in the 
sun,” says Event coordinator 

Ella Tosland. “Pack a picnic, 
or grab some food from the 
campsite shop, and bring the 
whole family down for an 
afternoon of music. Don’t 
forget sunscreen.”

Sonic Delusion’s happy, 
funky and groovy indie 
pop is ‘too funky for folk 
and too folk for funk.’ 

In his boogielicious live 
performances, he uses his 
well-worn loop pedal with 
an array of instruments to 
skilfully layer and create an 
incredible sound.

This free community event 
is proudly brought to you by 
the South Taranaki District 
Council.

Sonic Delusion will be at the Sounds on the Sand in January.
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SUMMER
WORK

TO DO?
info@excavat.co.nz | 0800 314 437

A proposal to cut 55 
positions and 300 currently 
vacant roles from a health 
service responsible for 
preventing disease and 
keeping people out of 
our over-stressed, under-
resourced healthcare system 
is a body blow to the health 
of New Zealanders say 
Health Coalition Aotearoa 
(HCA).

The proposal to cut $32 
million from the National 
Public Health Service 
(NPHS) and one quarter of 
staff comes after two major 
restructures in two years.

“It’s just one body 
blow after another for the 
dedicated professionals who 

National prevention service cuts - a body-blow to health
have worked tirelessly to 
keep our population safe and 
healthy,” Health Coalition 
Aotearoa co-chair Professor 
Boyd Swinburn said.

“This just fl ies in the face 
of all evidence and common 
sense to give up on building 
fences at the top of the cliff 
when the ambulances at the 
bottom are already grossly 
overworked.”

ASMS, the union for senior 
doctors, strongly opposed 
the cuts.

“We can’t understand 
why the NPHS is facing 
$30 million of cost savings, 
given the Commissioner’s 
undertaking that frontline 
services would not be cut,” 

ASMS executive director 
Sarah Dalton said.

“Evidence shows that 
public health spending 
delivers a 14:1 return on 
investment, so stripping out 
capacity makes no sense.”

Public health services, 
including infectious disease 
surveillance and control, 
water and air quality 
monitoring, promotion of 
healthy eating and physical 
activity, tobacco and 
alcohol enforcement, have 
a vital role in protecting 
New Zealanders from 
communicable and non-
communicable diseases.

We are concerned about 
the future effectiveness of 

public health interventions 
designed to meet our 
obligations under Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi with the 
restructure of Māori public 
health services and the 
proposed large reduction 
in the Pacifi c Public Health 
team, when there are such 
enormous inequities of 
health outcomes in these 
population groups.

The proposal to reduce 
the size of the Alcohol 
and Addictions unit is 
astounding, considering the 
scale of alcohol harm in 
Aotearoa.

“Given the scale of harm 
from alcohol - $9.1 billion per 
year - and the Government’s 
stated objective to reduce 
hazardous drinking, 
prevention is a vital and 
strategic investment. Cutting 
the team and multiplying its 

workload makes no sense,” 
Swinburn said.

“We also note the 
cuts include smoking 
cessation roles, which 
makes a mockery of the 
Government’s Smokefree 
2025 plan announced today 
- including a “renewed 
focus for smoking 
cessation services, health 
promotion, and community 
mobilization, while 
enhancing compliance and 
enforcement measures.”

HCA calls on the 
minister to explain how the 
Government will “prevent 
and reduce the impact of fi ve 
non-communicable diseases: 
cancer, diabetes, respiratory 
disease, cardiovascular 
disease and mental health” 
- a stated goal of its Policy 
Statement on Health, while 
slashing a third of the service 

responsible.
“When you cut $32m from 

a service, and take 355 roles 
away, the ability to promote 
and protect the health and 
well-being of New Zealanders 
will be severely impacted,” 
HCA board member Dr David 
Galler said.

HCA supports improving 
effi ciencies and reducing 
unnecessary and genuine 
duplication, but only if any 
cost savings are used to 
expand provision of effective 
prevention services, HCA 
co-director Professor Lisa Te 
Morenga said.

“It is clear this proposal 
is driven by a Government 
directive to cut spending 
on the health budget, and 
this makes any claims about 
achieving effi ciency and 
improving outcomes hard to 
believe.”  
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We would like to thank you all for your support
throughout 2024.

Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Years!
For January movie screenings please visit us online or

see our flyers outside the theatre.

72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
1hr 39mins | G Fri 13 Dec 7PM | Sat 14

Dec 1PM | Sun 15 Dec 7PM

Gladiator 2
2hr 28mins | R16 Sat 14 Dec 7PM

Shamrock Spitfire
1hr 48mins | M Sun 15 Dec 1PM | Thu 19

Dec 7PM | Sat 21 Dec 7PM

Moana 2
1hr 40mins | TBC Fri 20 Dec 7PM | Sat 21

Dec 1PM | Tue 24 Dec 1PM

Goodrich
1hr 51mins | M Sun 22 Dec 1PM

Wicked
2hr 40mins | PG Sun 22 Dec 7PM | Fri 27

Dec 7PM

The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever
1hr 39mins | Rated: G
Fri 13 Dec 7PM

The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever
1hr 39mins | Rated: G
Sat 14 Dec 1PM

72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz

Moana 2
1hr 40mins | TBC Fri 27 Dec 1PM | Sat 04

Jan 7PM | Fri 10 Jan 1PM

Wicked
2hr 40mins | PG Fri 27 Dec 7PM | Sun 29

Dec 1PM | Fri 03 Jan 7PM

Goodrich
1hr 51mins | M Sat 28 Dec 7PM

The Problem with People
1hr 42mins | M Sun 29 Dec 7PM

Paddington in Peru
1hr 46mins | PG Thu 02 Jan 1PM | Sun 05

Jan 1PM | Fri 10 Jan 7PM

Sonic the Hedgehog 3
30mins | TBC Thu 02 Jan 7PM | Sat 04

Jan 1PM

The Lord of the Rings: The War of the
Rohirrim

2hr 14mins | M Fri 03 Jan 1PM | Thu 09
Jan 7PM

Mufasa: The Lion King
1hr 58mins | PG Sun 05 Jan 7PM | Thu 09

Jan 1PM

Moana 2
1hr 40mins | Rated: TBC
Fri 27 Dec 1PM

Wicked
2hr 40mins | Rated: PG
Fri 27 Dec 7PM

1103 Opunake Road, Mahoe, Stratford
(25 mins from Opunake) - Ph: 06 764 6133

Email: pennie@envirofur.co.nz
website: www.envirofur.co.nz

Closed 25th, 26th, 27th, 31st Dec, 
New Years Day, Jan 2nd & 3rd

Otherwise open everyday 
10am - 2pm

Exploring the unlikely rise 
of the beloved king of the 
Pride Lands, the all-new 
big-screen adventure The 
Lion King opens in cinemas 
December 19 and will be 
in Opunake’s Everybodys 
Theatre early January.

“Mufasa: The Lion King,” 
calls on Rafi ki to relay the 
legend of Mufasa to young 
lion cub Kiara, daughter 
of Simba and Nala, with 
Timon and Pumbaa lending 
their signature schtick. Told 
in fl ashbacks, the story 

introduces Mufasa as an 
orphaned cub, lost and alone 
until he meets a sympathetic 
lion named Taka—the heir 
to a royal bloodline. The 
chance meeting sets in 
motion an expansive journey 
of an extraordinary group of 
misfi ts searching for their 
destiny—their bonds will be 
tested as they work together 
to evade a threatening and 
deadly foe. The fi lm features 
an all-star roster of talent, 
including Aaron Pierre, 
Kelvin Harrison Jr., John 

Kani, Tiffany Boone, Kagiso 
Lediga, Preston Nyman, 
Mads Mikkelsen, Thandiwe 
Newton, Lennie James, 
Anika Noni Rose, Keith 
David, Seth Rogen, Billy 
Eichner, Donald Glover, 
Blue Ivy Carter, Braelyn 
Rankins, Theo Somolu, 
Folake Olowofoyeku, 
Joanna Jones, Thuso Mbedu, 
Sheila Atim, Abdul Salis, 
Dominique Jennings and 
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter. 
Blending live-action 
fi lmmaking techniques 

with photoreal computer-
generated imagery, the all-
new feature fi lm is directed 
by Barry Jenkins, produced 
by Adele Romanski 
& Mark Ceryak, and 
executive produced by Peter 
Tobyansen. The fi lm features 
original songs by award-
winning songwriter Lin-
Manuel Miranda, original 
score by Dave Metzger and 
additional music and vocal 
performances by Lebo M.

The Lion King is coming
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What’s On Listings
ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in 
Opunake: Playing several days and nights 
each week. Refer timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: The Barnabas Centre - St 
Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman
Street Opunake: Each Monday 10 am - 
12:30 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080 
or Glenys 6558025
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Central 
School Hall, New Plymouth, 7pm.
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday 
10am. Meet outside Club Hotel on Havelock 
St. Phone Margaret 027 477 5600 for more 
info if needed, or just turn up.
Pungarehu Golf Club Twilight: Tee-off 
between 4.30 & 6.30pm. 
Opunake District RSA:  Meet 1st Tuesday 
of every month at 5.30pm at the Opunake 
Fire Station. Financial Members are 
welcome to attend.
WEDNESDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  
Wednesday of every month at 7pm at 
Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, Oakura. 
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, 
Opunake: Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, for an 
appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 
676
Okato & District Historical Society 
open every Wednesday: At the Okato 
Community Trust Hall, 47 Cumming St, 
Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566. 
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 
10.30am-3pm at the Opunake Business 
Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come 
along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, Okato 
4pm to5 .30pm.
Free singing experience with Taranaki 
Harmony Chorus:  Meet every Wednesday 
at Inglewood Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm 
Phone Helen 021 296 0700.
THURSDAYS
Egmont Euchre Club: Every Thursday 
1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club. 
Inquiries, 06 761 8337 or 06 761 8607.
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame, 
Manaia: Running every Thursday night 
from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South 
Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday 
Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of 
Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Oakura 
Hall, 6.15pm.
AT THE CLUB HOTEL THIS WEEK:
Monday: Burger special $15, Happy Hours 
3pm- 6pm; Tuesday: Pork ribs $20, Pool 
Tournament 7pm; Wednesday: Pizza night 
2 for $24, Poker night $30 buy in; Thursday: 
Steak night for $20, Poker Night $27 buy in; 
Friday: Pensioners lunch $15, Lamb Shank 
$20; Saturday; Chicken Schnitzel $20; 
Sunday: Roast night $20 Complimentary 
dessert for dine in customers. 
NOVEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 20
Time Exhibition: At the from out of the blue 
gallery, Opunake.
NOVEMBER 2 - MAY 11, 2025
Lalaga Exhibition: At the Govett Brewster 
Art Gallery, New Plymouth.
DECEMBER 13
BFC104 Fight night: Boxing at the TET 
Multisport Stadium, Stratford.
DECEMBER 14
Speedway - North Island Modifi ed 
Championship: Stratford Speedway

DECEMBER 18
Okato Christmas Market: Hempton Hall, 3-7pm.
DECEMBER 21 TO JANUARY 26, 2025
TSB Festival of Lights: Pukekura Park, New Plymouth
DECEMBER 24
Opunake Christmas Parade: 7pm start.
DECEMBER 27
Hooves & Grooves Race Day: New Plymouth Raceway
DECEMBER 31
New Years Eve at the New Plymouth Raceway
Backyard Bash on the Lawn: At Butlers Reef, Oakura.
JANUARY 2 2025 - FEBRUARY 10
The Beach Exhibition: At the from out of the blue studio gallery, 
Opunake.
JANUARY 4
Opunake Beach Carnival: Opunake Beach
JANUARY 10, 11 & 12
Egmont Country Music Festival: Tikorangi. See ad for more details.
JANUARY 11
Take a Kid Fishing Day: 7am-5pm. See ad for more details.
JANUARY 13
BNZ Breakers vs Melbourne United: Basketball at the TSB Stadium, 
New Plymouth
JANUARY 25

Concerts in the Park: King Edward Park, Hawera. 4pm.
MARCH 29
Cancer Society Relay for Life: TET Stadium & Events Centre, 
Inglewood. 10.30am-10.30pm

We will come to you for all vehicles - from tractors, 
trucks and utilities to luxury cars, old classics and 

farm hacks. Exceptional rates and top service.

AUTOMobile

WORKSHOP
(06) 763 8811

MOBILE
027 488 8021

MAIN ROAD
RAHOTU

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
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This newspaper is subject 
to NZ Press Coucil 
procedures. A complaint 
must fi rst be directed in 
writing within one month of 
publication to the Opunake 
& Coastal News email 
address. If not satisfi ed with 
the response , the complaint 
may be referred to the Press 
Council, PO Box 10879, The 
Terrace, Wellington 6143. 
Or use the online complaint 
form at www.presscouncil.
org.nz. Please include 
copies of the article and all 
correspondence with the 
publication. 

Advertising

 

Editorial Contributions

 

Email:

Email:

ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Local news, local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
Phone: 06 761 7016

23 Napier St, Opunake

MOVING? 
Subscribe to the 

Opunake & 
Coastal News 
and we’ll post 
you a paper as 
soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016

The Opunake & Coastal News is distributed free to 
every home and business within the rural area, bounded 
in the north by the New Plymouth City border, extending 
east to Egmont Village and around to the edge of 
Stratford, south to the border of Hawera township and 
inland to Kaponga and through Eltham.

THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF OCN 
WILL BE OUT 

ON THURSDAY 
JANUARY 30

FOR SALE

GRAZING

HAWERA BUDGET 
Advisory Service. Wed 
9am to 12pm. Coastal Care, 
Opunake by appointment. 
Starting Feb 8th 2023 
and fortnightly thereafter. 
Contact us by phone: 0800 
333 048 (free from mobile). 
Facebook page: Hawera 
Budget Advisory Service. 
Email: info@hawerabudget.
co.nz

GRAZING AVAILABLE 
Phone Richard 027 510 
9667.

WANTED TO BUY

TO LET

SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367.  www.
moltenmetals.co.nz

TRADES & SERVICES

���
Compact Tractor Contractor
For all your small tree cutting down and chipping
Average to large garden rotary hoeing
Lifestyle block paddock topping and mowing
Horse paddock harrowing
Gravel driveways and raceways graded

Grant McGilvary
027 266 1555
tractor1boat2@gmail.com

HTG CONSTRUCTION

Hakatea@htgconstruction.org

027 904 9796

New Builds
Renovations
Extensions
Decks
Fences

BUILDER. Hay Barns, 
Garages, Sheds, Roofs, 
Gutters, Bathrooms. All 
building maintenance. 
Local builder. Dion 021 027 
06657.

QUALITY SEMI-
RETIRED painter 
decorator available for 
residential or farm work. Has 
self-contained motorhome 
for remote work to save 
on travel costs. Excellent 
references available. 
45+ years experience, 
responsible for national 
award winning work. Ph 
Ken Carston 027 478 1606.

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After 
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St 
West, NP. Phone (06) 769 
9265 

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169

clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

APARTMENT in 
Opunake.4 bedroom on 2nd 
fl oor. Nice views. $450 pw. 
Includes free power, shower 
and toiilet, and use of 
laundry. Off street parking. 
Ph 027 426 0077.

• Six speed auto, 4900cc, only 33,108kms, reversing camera.
• 300L fresh and grey water capacity. 
• 22L gas hot water, gas detector. 
• Thetford 4 burner with full oven & grill. 
• Dometic 175L 3 way fridge/freezer. 
• Combined bathroom with shower & casette toilet. 
• 23” Teac LCD TV, DVD & Freeview, auto satellite dish, JVC 4 Speaker Stereo.  
• East/West double bed over cab. 
• Large rear U-shaped lounge converts into double bed. 
• Separate dinette area converts into single bed. 
• 1500W invertor, diesel heating, 
• Fully self contained, water filter. 
• Six seatbelts, electric step, LED lighting. 
• Tinted glass windows with insect screens. 
• Large canva awning. 
• Shed stored. 

Enquiries welcome. Ph 027 606 5812

$155,000 ono. 

2011, 5 BERTH, 7.2M MITSUBISHI TURBO MOTORHOME

OKATO CHRISTMAS 
MARKET

Wednesday 18 December
3-7pm

Hempton Hall, Okato

PUBLIC NOTICES

MPI 5792

Two-year fishery closure at  
Western Taranaki
Pursuant to section 186A of the Fisheries Act 1996, 
notification is given of the Fisheries (Western Taranaki 
Temporary Closure) Notice 2024.  
The notice closes the western Taranaki coastline from 16 December 2024 until 15 December 2026.  
The closure was requested by Taranaki Iwi and hapū.

The temporary closure extends from Tapuae Stream (west of New Plymouth) to Taungatara Stream  
(south-east of Opunake) and from the mean high-water mark to 1 nautical mile from shore.

The temporary closure prohibits taking all shellfish (except rock lobster), all seaweed (except beach cast 
seaweed), all sea anemones, all stingrays, and conger eel species Conger wilsoni and Conger verreauxi.

Further information about temporary closures, including a map of this temporary closure, is available 
on the Ministry for Primary Industries website (www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/) or by contacting 
Fisheries New Zealand.
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NOW

$7,995

$13,995

$10,995 

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY -  SEE ONSITE SPECIALS 

VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

$15,995

$9,995

$18,995 $23,995

 $6,740$11,995

2016 Nissan NAVARA DX 
LOW KMs, MANUAL

Stability Control, Alloy Wheels, ABS Braking, 
Cruise Control, Tow Bar, 6 Spd Manual. 69kms

2011 Nissan X-Trail 
Roof Rack, Descent Mode, Cruise Control, 2488cc, 

Petrol, CVT, 209kms

 $9,995 

2016 Mazda Cx-5 GLX
POPULAR NZ NEW SUV, Alloy Wheels, i-Stop, 
Electric Parking Brake, Keyless Start, Sports 
Mode, Traction Control, 1998cc, Petrol, Auto, 

127kms

2016 Ssangyong KORANDO LIMITED 

2012 Mazda Demio
HANDY HATCH!

2WD, Tinted Windows, ABS Braking, Spoiler, 
1340cc, Petrol, CVT, 123kms

$9,995  SAVE $2000

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Jamie Henry  021 556 223

2016 Holden Captiva LT
7 SEATER AWD

6 Cylinder, Roof Rails, Parking Sensors, Auto 
Headlights, Daytime Running Lights, Tow Bar, 

2997cc, Petrol, 6 Spd Auto, 124kms

2007 Toyota Blade 
 SPORTY HATCH 

Keyless entry & ignition, Spoiler, Tinted Windows, 
Electric Seats, Stabilty Control, Driving Lights, 

2369cc, Petrol, CVT, 199kms

2009 Mazda ATENZA 25S
PRICED TO CLEAR!!

Roof Rack, Stability Control, Alloy Wheels, Tow Bar, 
2480cc, Petrol, Auto, 157kms

2009 Toyota COROLLA GX
NZ NEW

D2WD, Electric Mirrors, 5 Door Hatch, VVT-i, 
Stability Control, 1798cc, Petrol, Auto, 166kms

2013 Holden MALIBU CDX
SUMMER’S HERE

Alloy Wheels, Cruise Control, Auto Headlights, 
Stability Control, Heated Electric Leather Seats, 

2384cc, Petrol, Auto, 165kms

Alloy Wheels, Roof Rails, Stability Control, Reversing 
Camera, Driving Lights, 1998cc, Petrol, Auto, 

111kms 

2021 Haval Jolion LUX
HIGH SPEC, LOW KM’s

Collision Avoidance, Driver Monitoring System, 
Heated Electric Seats, Turbo, Descent Mode, Sports 
Mode, Alloy Wheels, 1497cc, Petrol, Auto, 44kms

  $24,995

2004 Subaru IMPREZA 2.0 RXI
5 SPD AWD - ONE OWNER

Boxer Engine, Daytime Running Lights, Roof Rack, 
Alkloy Wheels, Hi/Low Range, Tow bar, 1994cc, 

Petrol, Manual. 243kms

$18,995

127kms

  $24,995

NOW

$7,995 $9,995

 $6,740

Petrol, Manual. 243kms

$15,995 $13,995

$23,995$9,995 

JESUS IS THE 
REASON FOR 
THE SEASON

$11,995
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