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Protestersout in forcein New Plymouth last Saturday protesting against the | sraeli-Palestinian war.

Soheib Zaoui was among

Zealand.

A large crowd of people
and a mix of nationalities
gathered by Puke Ariki before
walking up Gill Streetin New
Plymouth to protest at the
situation in Palestine.

Among the marchers
were young children, their

presence apoignant reminder
that many of the fatalities of
civilians in Gaza are young
children.

The sombre procession
made itsway to the corner of
Liardet and Gill Streetswhere
there were various speakers.

the protesters. His father
Ahmed Zaoui arrived in New
Zedland in 2002 from Algeria
seeking refugee status and
was initially imprisoned as
a security risk, but released
after several years and

Disappearing Palestine - a picture worth a thousand words.

eventually granted New
Zeadland citizenship in 2014.
Ahmed Zaoui returned to
visit Algeria this year and
has again been in the news
holding a political meeting
at his house and is currently
in prisonin Algeria.

One of four children,
Soheib has remained in New

A little girl on the
demonstration...about five
yearsold.

New Plymouth is not alone
in registering their protest at
the situation in Gaza with
demonstrations throughout
the world registering their
horror and dismay at what is

happening.

There is a regular protest
march every Saturday at 2pm
in New Plymouth until there
is a permanent ceasefire.

Striving for a peaceful New

Y ear

The Opunake & Coastal
Newswould like to wish
everyone all the best for
the Christmas Holidays
and we hope you have an
enjoyable break.

Our first publication in
the New Year will beon
January 25. Our office
will reopen on Monday
January 15.

Seeyou next year.

See us online at www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Pfory

(hritras

To Good Health & Best Wishes for 2024
David, Ann and Ben

FOR ADVERTISING OR EDITORIAL PLEASE PHONE/FAX (06

761-7016
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Arthur Gilmour

I just wanted to say how
much | enjoyed the articles
by Natasha McKinney of
the WW!1 letters of Corporal
Arthur J. Gilmour.

I am ex-military myself and
it was a joy to read about the

While we welcome free speech, the views expressed
in the Letters to the Editor do not necessarily reflect
those of the Opunake & Coastal News. Please limit

letters to 350 words as we sometimes struggle for

space to fit them all in.

Our Opunake office will be closing at 3pm on
Thursday 21st December.

We are open again at 9am on Monday 8th
January, 2024.

We wish all our customers a Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year

Accounting for the future, today

Hawera - Opunake - 06 278 4169
Patea - 06 273 8674
OPUNAKE OFFICE
OPEN EVERY MONDAY, WEDNESDAY &
THURSDAY 9am to 3pm

Going near or far?

. * CHARTER BUSES
/!« VANS
* TRAILER &
FLOAT HIRE

For a day, weekend or
longer - give us a call.

Christmas and

Gappy Holdays from the 14T
ALUMINIUM SCAFFOLDING

FOR HIRE
$35 per day, $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE

Petrol 3000 psi |5L/minC
Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120, Weekend $130.
Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.
Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey at

PICKERING MOTORS

11 TENNYSON ST OPUNAKE PH (06) 761-8363
0800 22 11 20 Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

tribulations and conditions
that soldiers endured in
the war trenches, and very
interesting.

I was saddened to hear that
he perished in war and my
heart went out to his family,
even though they may no
longer be with us.

Thank you all at the
Opunake and Coastal News
and to Natasha for all the
work and research... and
to the family, for allowing
these intimate thoughts to be

Arthur Gilmour

shared
Y.B.
Manaia

Ever heard of the

Tate family

I was introduced to them
recently.

There is the head of the
family, Dictate who wants to
run everything, there’s

Uncle Rotate tries to
change everything around
and his sister Agitate who
likes stirring things up
whenever she can. Nephew
Irritate always rubs people
up the wrong way and
nieces Hesitate and Vegetate
pour cold water on every

proposal. Then there’s Aunt
Imitate who is all for trying
something new just because
someone else is doing
it. And, of course cousin
Devastate will always throw
a spanner in the works.

You are sure to know the
Tate family for they sit on
every committee, live in
every street, join every club,
travel in every bus, work in
every type of job.

Watch you don’t become
one of them!

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

EDITORIAL

Goodbye Kim

Alas Kim Hill is no longer
hosting Saturday morning
on Radio New Zealand.

Her scintillating, thought
provoking, humorous
interviews that so many
enjoyed on a Saturday
morning are no more.

After 38 years Kim
has sadly hung up her
microphone and the tsunami
of tributes that accompanied
her final Saturday show
several weeks ago s
testament to the enormous
impact Kim has had on
her listeners and the huge
affection in which she is
held.

Her probing questions,
curiosity about all subjects
including science - not
generally the preserve of
journalists - her good humour
and the very occasional ill
humour we glimpsed when
she interviewed author John
Pilcher on her television
show in response to hisangry
comment and suggestions
she do her homework from
the Australian journalist who
taunted “You waste my time
...This interview frankly is
a disgrace, and of whom
she was to later remark, “I
was keen to talk to him, but
he turns out to be a prick...
”made her Saturday morning

show compulsive listening.

She ended her regular
Saturday morning slot on
Radio New Zealand playing
tribute to her listeners

stating the Radio New
Zealand studio had always
been her happy place,

Then fittingly followed
Kim’s own choice of music
onwhichto end her marathon
and on whom she’d been
periodically  teased by
listeners, the late great
Leonard Cohen. Interviewed
the next day by Jim Mora, he
asked her favourite quote. It
was by the same musician
and poet: “there isacrack in
everything and that lets the
light go in.”

Though an end to her
regular Saturday morning
on the airwaves, Kim
hasn’t totally deserted us
and assures us she may still
periodically pop up on Radio
New Zealand.

Thank you, Kim, for your
insightful interviews, for
teasing stories out of such a
variety of interesting people,
your wit, in short, your
unique irrepressible style.

She ended by saying she
was privileged to have had
our company.

The privilege has been
ours.

ADELPHOS

Two sides of the coin: a Christmas narrative

A friend recently gave
me a blackened 1896 New
Zealand penny, with Queen
Victoria and some Latin
words on one side and
Britannia on the other. It’s
not worth much, unless |
time-travelled forward one
thousand years. Maybe?
Then | remembered an
old custom; | overheard my
grandmother once mention
to my mother, of putting
coins on a dead person’s
eyes. And in New Zealand
pennies  were  popular
because of their size.
Apparently, the custom
dates back to pre-Christian
times. They were to ensure
Charon was paid for ferrying

the dead across the river
Styx into the underworld.

But | think that in olden
times, coins were used more
for the practical reason of
keeping the eyes closed
against rigor mortis. It got
me thinking about coins and
their two sides: two ways of
viewing things.

We are reminded, even in
these strongly secular times,
that Christmas is the time we
celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Some reading this may be
aware of the two sides of
the coin when it comes
to His birth. Commonly
known as the Massacre of
the Innocents (Slaughter). It
occurred soon after the birth

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE

of Jesus, when the three Wise
Men failed to report back to
King Herod about His birth:
“When Herod realised that
he had been outwitted by the
Magi, he was furious, and he
gave orders to kill all the boys
in Bethlehem and its vicinity
who were two years old and
under, in accordance with
the time he had learned from
the Magi” (Matthew 2:16-18,

NIV).

How  tragic!  Likewise,
watching the news on
television has been gut-

wrenching. Now, day after
day, we are subjected to seeing
the bodies and suffering of
children in the war that rages
between Hamas in Gaza and
Israel.

Two sides of the coin: the
Christmas narrative reminds

us that God’s kingdom
was historically birthed in
the midst of both joy and

tragedy.
Many people believe
that God is ultimately

responsible for suffering
in our world. It was King
Herod, not God, who
ordered the massacre of the
Jewish babies. Likewise,
today, in the Middle
East and Ukraine it is
people rebelling against
God who cause wars and
ongoing human suffering.
Something to think about.
The Jesus of Christmas
was God’s gift to the world.
It’s a gift that’s meant to
live within our hearts and
to be freely given away to
others through our lives.
Meri Kirihimete.
Adelphos

WE ARE CLOSED FROM 22ND DECEMBER 12PM AND WILL
RE-OPEN ON THE 8TH JANUARY .

Stone Creations NZ

Small & Large Memorials, Plaques and

Memorial Restoration
Serving Taranaki & NZ for 25+ years
www.stonecreations.nz

Its a difficult time choosing the right memorial for your loved
one. Dealing with an experienced Monumental Mason from the
initial contact right through to installation, you can be assured

of the highest standard of workmanship.

At Stone Creations NZ we offer products that range from the
smallest of plaques to large memorials. You are only limited by
the requirements of the cemetery, your budget and your
imagination as we can provide any type of granite memorial
you require, as well as bronze, chromed and
photo plaques.

We use the latest technology to undertake all types of
memorial work.We are approved heritage contractors to
DOC and provide community services projects
at a competitive price.

Showroom & Creative Centre

310 Dover Rd, Surf Highway 45, New Plymouth | 0508 763 8437
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TSB building for sale, no plan to
gift to the community say council

Reaction to the South
Taranaki Council
indicating it would not be
interested in giftingthe TSB
building in Opunake to the
community pointing out
they do not own it and that
the Council has no plans to
purchase the building, was
one of disappointment at

the last Opunake Business Powerco Approved Contractor
Association meeting Network connections
in early December. Powerline maintenance

An approach was made by
members of the Opunake
Business Association
to the South Taranaki
mayor Phil Nixon to see
if the building in the town
square could be retained
as a community asset.
The TSB branch was
closed at the end of
September amid protests
from the local community
which followed the
decision to close the
remaining bank in the town.
It was hoped that the
building, now on the
market, could be retained as
a community asset but for
this to happen the building

The TSB bank for many years, now empty.

the building was discussed.
The ATM machine still
gives the public 24 hour,
7 day access to the public.
The Banking Hub which
is housed in Library Plus
nearby being toted as an
alternative to the bank
however does not. It is only
available  when  Library
Plus is open and cannot be

withdraw money in notes,
but not coin in the Hub.

Concerns were also raised
that the ATM machine could
run out of money over the
Christmas Holiday period.

The fact that the TSB ATM
machine is only available to
New Zealanders and not to
overseas tourists was also
pointed out at the Business

An interesting aside is that
the film, Bank of Dave,
about disgruntled locals in
Burnley, Australia opening
their own community bank
was screened at Everybodys
Theatre earlier this year.
The film is based on the
true story of businessman
Dave Fishwick who wanted
to open his own bank to

Rural

Design, upgrade and repair
overhead and underground

power supplies

Fault repair

High voltage installation

Underground utility detection

powerworx(dobertech.co.nz

Residential

Vegetation control around powerlines

Street lighting design and installation

Specialists in rural power servicing and installation
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Service Statio

Meri Kirihimete and

a Happy New Year

B P SE_m/IIENG
COAST
OAKURA (%%
Open 7 Days:
6am - 9pm

Oakura Ph: 06 752 7753

The former TSB building and the area known as the TSB square, where many community events take place.

CONSTRUCTION

HOW TO BE RUBBISH FREE

We would like to thank FORKLIFTS

all our customers for their
continued support in 2023.

EQUIPMENT

Specialising in:
Wheelie Bins,
Front Load Bins
& Skips

*RENTAL
 SERVICE
e PARTS

* NEW & USED SALES
AGENTS FOR NILFISK FLOORCARE PRODUCTS
AB EQUIPMENT

31 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth
Mike Robinson - Sales Specialist

Ph (06) 757 5197 or 0800 30 30 90

www.abequipment.co.nz

We will be closed Christmas day,
Boxing Day, New Years Day and
2nd January, 2024.

INGRAI'S “Wiingrams conz

Hawera
Opunake
Manaia
Kaponga
Eltham

We wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Our 240 litre bin

CONTACT INGRAM'S TO BOOK YOUR BIN TODAY/

06 278 4786

ingrams@ingrams.co.nz
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STDC MAYOR’S MESSAGE

A Merry Christmas from the Mayor

As we hurtle rapidly
towards the end of the year

it’s timely to reflect on the
past 12 months.

Wishing our customers a Merry
Christmas & a Happy New Year.
Closing December 21,

re-o

pening January 11, 2024

7 ELTHAM

Ny, BUILDING SUPPLIES

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies &

Custom Joinery Solutions

Donald & lan
06 764 8616

Murray & Staff

027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com
www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

I would like to wish all

readers of the Opunaké and Coastal
News a safe and happy festive season
and all the best for next year.

2023 has certainly had its
challenges right from the
start with cyclones hitting
the country in January and
February. Here in Taranaki
we were lucky compared
to the devastation on the
East Coast when Cyclone
Gabrielle struck. My
heart went out to those
communities who suffered
such devastation and for
those still suffering the
ongoing effects.

In South Taranaki we made
good progress on many
projects during the year.
It has been great to see Te
Ramanui Ruapuatahanga
(the district’s new Library,
Culture and Arts Centre)
progress in central Hawera.

We hope it will open
around spring next year, and
we will finally be able to
open Te Ranganuku Road
(the new part of Nukumaru
Station Road) early in 2024.

The new businessenterprise
hub and co-working space
Te W’anake/The Foundry
was opened, and the South
Taranaki  Business  Park
progressed into stage two of
its development.

In addition, co-design
teams had been established,
and draft plans developed
for the Waverley, Opunake,
and Eltham town centre
upgrades, and the new
architecturally designed
building at Aotea Utanganui
—Museum of South Taranaki
in Patea was completed.

There is a lot of continued
interest in green energy with
several players interested in
establishing both offshore
and onshore wind farms
as well as interest in the
establishment of more solar
farms. There really is a lot
going on in South Taranaki
and the future is looking
very promising.

I wish eveyone a
Happy Christmas and all the

vy best o 2024.

Counciller- ab=large
New lemmth District
Council

Mayor Phil Nixon hitched a ride with Santa at the Eltham Christmas Parade.

We are now looking at what
changes are going to happen
with the new government
now in place. This is causing
us a little uncertainty as we
develop our 2024-2034 Long
Term Plan as we know there
will be change but we don’t
quite know exactly what the
changes will look like.

Thank you to the many
clubs, organisations, schools
and individuals across the

district for the great work
you have done for our
community over the last
year, and those of you who
have welcomed me to your
meetings, events and special
occasions.

The opportunity to get out
and meet you all is one of
the great privileges I get in
my role.

Christmas is a great time
for catching up with family

and friends. If you’re driving
over the holiday season,
take care on the roads, stay
calm, take plenty of breaks
and please don’t allow any
distractions while driving.

Have a great Christmas and
a happy and healthy New
Year.

Phil Nixon,
Mayor of South Taranaki

AGRIMEC
AUTOS »:

CLOSED FROM 4PM FRIDAY 22nd DECEMBER
OPEN WEDNESDAY 278%h, 28th, 298 9AM=3PM
WEDNESDAY 3rd, 4th, 5th JAN 9AM-3PM

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from Lincoln, Tina,
and the Agrimec team

38 IHAIA ROAD, OPUNAKE

06 761 8999

FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALL OUTS PLEASE PHONELINCOLN 0273546017
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Kaponga keeps carolling on

Carol singing at Christmas
has traditionally been a
community event and that
tradition is thriving in
Kaponga.

There was a full house at
the Kaponga Town Hall on
Sunday night for the annual
Carols for Christmas. It
soon became obvious that
not enough chairs had been
put out and more had to be
brought in. One or two locals
spoken to by the Opunake
and Coastal News said that
they were pleased with the
turnout but in some years
they had even more people
turn up, saying that perhaps
the wet weather might have
been a factor.

The two churches in
Kaponga, St John’s Co-
Operating and St Patricks
Catholic take turns at hosting
a Christmas event. This year
it was St Johns’ turn.

Leading the evening was the
Rev Paul Bowers Mason, the
Anglican missioner based in
Stratford. The evening began
with a video of children
acting out the Christmas
story. There were items
presented by the choirs of
the two schools in Kaponga,
Kaponga Primary and St
Patricks, as well as a chance
for the audience to exercise
their vocal chords singing
some old time favourites.

Paul spoke about the
message the angels brought
to the shepherds at the first
Christmas of “Glory to God
in the highest, Peace on earth,
Good Will to All.”

“Peace and good will you
may notice is in short supply
today,” said Paul. “Even the
town of Bethlehem is in one
of these war zones in the area
known as the West Bank.”

He noted that the Good
Will, Peace on Earth message
had been adopted by the
community at Parihaka
and posed the challenge of
what we are doing today to

From left. Margrit Gut, Wynne and Paul Bowers Mason entertain.

promote that message.

He noted the words of Leo
Tolstoy.

“Everyone wants to change
the world but nobody wants
to change themselves.”

Paul is perhaps better
known as one half of the
Mason Brothers musical
duo with his brother Wayne.
Together with his wife
Wynne, who is also an
Anglican minister and singer
Paul presented a couple of
musical items.

Paul and Wynne share both

a Christian faith and a love
of music.

“We met through
university and the Christian
Fellowship,” said Paul. “We
did a little bit of singing
together and we sang part of
our vows together.”

They have been ministers
for the last 12 years. They
took up their current role two
years ago which involves
being based in Stratford and
looking after surrounding
areas like Eltham, Kaponga,
Manaia and Opunake.

The choir from Kaponga Primary School performed a
number of items as did the choir from St Patrick’s School.

WE CLOSE 22ND DEC AND WILL RE-OPEN ON 3RD JAN.
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
All your hearing
services under

one roof

At Central Audiology, we genuinely care
about positive outcomes for our clients.
With a wide variety of hearing services, we

have all bases covered.

Our services:

* Hearing assessments

* Tinnitus
* Hearing aids

» Wax removal (microsuction)

CALL US: 0800 751 000

Stratford c/o Avon Medical Centre
Hawera cnr Victoria & High St
New Plymouth 20 Robe St

100%

Taranaki

owned & operated
since1998

)
8Cen’rrol Audiology

TARANAKI

Paul is no stranger to
the Kaponga area and
remembers childhood visits
to an uncle at Mahoe.

He still  occasionally
performs with his brother
Wayne in the Mason
Brothers. Wayne who is
74 has been performing in
bands for the last 60 years.
“Next year | promised
Wayne that we will be back
on the road,” says Paul.

Wishing everyone a very
Merry Christmas and all the best
for the New Year.

We are closed for the statutory

holidays, but are open Christmas Eve.

Unka’s Jewellers
189 High Street, Hawera | Ph 06 278 4258

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
We are closed on the
statutory days.

Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

HOUSE & LAND PACKAGES

- Residential Development
« Your plan our builder
- Pre-designed plans

- Townhouses / Duplex
- Design and Build
- Kitset

taranakisales@milestonehomes.co.nz | 06 757 4483

milestonehomes.co.nz
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OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE

With Christmas and the
end of year just around the
corner, this is an appropriate
time to thank everyone who
has supported us throughout

the year. There are too many
to name, and with fear of
missing someone out, | will
thank everyone. No matter
how big or small, your

Wishin

D P PLUMBING

Plumber / Drain layer

everyone a
happy holiday season

All plumbing needs

Phone Duane on
021 023 05 021

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

We wish all our customers a Merry
Christmas & a safe and happy New Year.
We are closed on Christmas Eve and
statutory holidays but otherwise we are
open over the festive season

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

and all the living aids - we’ll help you with

whatever you need

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA
Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

Phone 06 761 7466

88 Tasman Street, Opunake, Taranaki

generous donations, support
and gratitude go a long way
in helping us in the service
we perform.

A big thank you also to our
grounds-keeper who, as
usual, keeps our lawns and
garden well-manicured.

So far this year we have
attended 55 callouts, and
these were made up of 12
medicals, 13 MVAs (motor
vehicle accidents) and 14
fire related calls.

2023 has been a busy
year with training. Being
involved with the brigade is
not just jumping on the truck
and responding, there is a
lot of commitment too with
training and courses that go
on behind the scenes. The
courses that some of our fire
fighters attend can last up to
seven days, with preparation
for these starting several
months before.

Over the last 12 months
we have had three people
attend their recruit fire
fighter course, three attend

A recent exercise extracting patients from a crashed car.

a senior fire fighter course,
three attend a motor vehicle
accident course, and four
attend a first aid course.
One person attended a
pump operator course, two
are obtaining their class 2
licences in preparation to
become emergency response
drivers and one attended a
preliminary station officer
course.

Although we have an open
fire season at the moment
and ground moisture levels
are high, that could easily
change as we get into
January. If you are thinking
about putting a match to that
pile of rubbish on the farm,
a good web site to go to is
“checkitsalright.nz”.  This
site tells you the type of fire
season we are in and what

you can and cannot do.

It also has a link to get a fire
permit if it is required.

Have a safe and happy
Christmas and New Year!
If you have been thinking of
joining the fire brigade, then
make that your New Year’s
resolution and we’ll see you
in 2024.

Andrew Pentelow (CFO)

Christmas message from the

police to stay sober if driving

Constables Chloe Ashton (Hawera Police) and Brad Coad (Opunake Police).

With the Christmas party
season in full swing and
people  planning  other

CLEARSPAN OPTIONS
AVAILABLE!

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH PHONE: 06 759 7435

gatherings over the summer
months, we are reminding
everyone to plan their travel,
and if driving to events,
to make sure there is a

designated driver organised
and that they stay sober.

We are urging drivers not to
drink any amount of alcohol
before getting behind the

wheel and also encouraging
family and friends to speak
out to stop a friend or loved
one from drink driving.

We want everyone to enjoy
this holiday season and
get home safely every day.
Yet there are still people
choosing to put their own
life and the lives of others at
risk by drink driving.

Even small amounts of
alcohol increase your risk
of crashing, so even if you
feel okay after a drink, the
reality is that if you get
behind the wheel you’re
putting yourself and others
in needless danger. Alcohol
also makes it impossible
for drivers to assess their
own impairment because
it creates a false sense of
confidence and  means
drivers are more inclined to
take risks and believe they
are in control when they’re
not.

Continued on page 7

80 TASMAN STREET. OPUNAKE

PH 0L 701 7553

Buiﬁnnk

Buy Better Build Better

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD PHONE: 0800 245 535
www.valuebuilding.co.nz

“VALUE &

Opening hours:
Mon-Sun: 7am - 9.30pm
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Christmas message from the police to stay sober If driving

* Never drink any amount
of alcohol if you’re driving
e It takes time for alcohol
to leave your system. If you
have to drive early in the
morning, don’t drink the
night before.

* Plan ahead and make sure
you can get home safely
by using public transport,
booking a taxi/ rideshare, or
having a sober driver who
sticks to soft drinks. Don’t
accept a lift from someone
who’s been drinking.

e Take responsibility for
others: never buy a drink
for someone who is driving,
speak out to friends who
plan to drink and drive, and
if you’re hosting a party
help your guests to plan a
safe way home before the
party starts

Every driver is responsible
for obeying the law,
driving safely and avoiding
behaviour  which  puts

Remain sober and safe when driving this summer.

themselves or others at risk.

With summer in full
swing, many people are
contemplating taking their
road trip to the beach. We
are lucky enough to have one
of the few beaches across
the country where vehicles
are permitted but there are a
few in the community who
are at risk of ruining this for
everyone.

Most importantly we want
everyone to know that the
beach is considered a road,
and therefore the same
rules and regulations apply.
Because of this vehicles on
the beach need to be safe and
roadworthy with a current
warrant of fitness and drivers
need to be appropriately
licensed, wearing seatbelts
and not under the influence

of alcohol.

One trend we often see is
the increase of dangerous
driving behaviour including
burnouts and  reckless
manner of driving. We
encourage everyone who
witnesses  behaviour like
this to give us a call and if
possible video the behaviour
or take note of vehicle
registrations so that drivers
can be held accountable.
Behaviour like this can
result in a loss of licence,
the vehicle being impounded
and a trip to court.

Lets not allow a small group
of people ruin an awesome
benefit we have locally and
put other beachgoers safety
at risk.

Lets also not forget to
keep our speed at legal and
appropriate  levels when
out travelling. Our area is
surrounded with 100kmph
roads however people seem

Are your firearms safe and secure?

“Getting ready to head
away for holidays can be a
stressful time”, says Mike
Mcllraith, Director of Part-
nerships for Te Tari Pareke
— Firearms Safety Author-
ity.

“However, it’s important to
take time to consider how
firearms and ammunition
will be transported, stored,
and used safely during your
holidays. If you’re looking
to travel with firearms, or
you’ll be leaving them at
home while you’re away,
now is a good time to start
thinking about logistics,
before heading off on that
well-earned summer break.
Here are a few top safety
and security tips to have in
mind over your holidays”:

1. Travelling with firearms:
* Firearms can never be left
in a vehicle overnight. So,
if you pack the vehicle the
night before, for an early
start in the morning, make
sure you leave time and
space, and pack your fire-
arm just before you travel.

e Firearms must be trans-
ported out of sight. Dedicate
a spot in the vehicle where
they can’t be seen if some-
one looks through the win-
dow.

e Firearms must either be in-
operable (bolt out or trigger
lock in) or in a locked con-
tainer when travelling. Do
both where you can.

* Ammunition must be
transported separately to
the firearm, and in a locked
container if practical. This
will make it more difficult
to access both the firearm
and ammunition if someone
breaks into your vehicle.

e Firearms can only be left
unattended in a locked ve-
hicle for 60 minutes (while
you're nearby). So, plan
your meal and rest breaks

Mike Mcllraith who advocates safety with firearms.

accordingly.

2. Storing firearms so they
don’t get into the wrong
hands:

e Think about what you’ll do
with your firearm once you
get to your holiday destina-

tion. If you’re staying with
friends and family who own
fircarms, ask to use their
storage.

e If you use a regular hut or
bach, install a gun safe, a
firearm rack or secure cable
system.

This man is taking firearms safety very seriously.

* Steel cables and padlocks
can help secure your firearm
to the framing of a building,
pipes or built in furniture.

e Store vital parts and am-
munition separately to your
firearm.

3. Keeping firearms safe and
secure at home while you’re
away:

e Make your firearms and
ammunition storage even
more secure while you’re
away. Take the keys with
you, cover up gun safes and
ammunition storage - SO
they’re not easily visible.
Hide other valuable items
like tools or electronics
(thieves may start off look-
ing for one thing and leave
with your firearms instead).
e If you’re heading away for
an extended period think
about the security of your
firearms. Consider installing
an alarm, security cameras
or sensor lights.

* Put things in place to make

Turn to page 8

to forget that this is not
a target, but it is a limit.
There will be an increased
presence on the roads over
the summer period and if
you are going to exceed the
speed limit then don’t be
surprised if you are stopped
and on the receiving end of
a ticket.

A big thank you to The
Wave Church for the food
bags we are able to give
to families and everyone
else who has supported us
throughout the year!

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year

Chloe and Brad

In
Flooring Ltd

South Taranaki's Flooring Specialist - Eco Friendly Flooring
Supply & Installation - Commercial & Residential Carpet
Vinyl - Cork - Parquet - Hydroproxy & Safety Floors
Rebuild & Sub-floor preps - Restretch - Repairs - Maintenance
Wishing our customers Happy Christmas and all
the best for the New Year!

MARTIN MUNDY n.znFA.

Email: martin@in2flooring.co.nz OR Email: Kelly@in2flooring.co.nz

Workshop 06 278 1494
After Hours 06 278 3638
Mobile 027 446 2494

24 Scott Street, Hawera

Simple But
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Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, professional
funeral services. With affordable caskets, urns & jewellery.

ﬁ 0800 236 236 233 Carrington St

www.asimplecremation.co.nz
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WINDOWS
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06 758 5068

fisherwindows.co.nz

Powered by
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Window Systems
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Are your firearms safe and secure?

Continued from page 7

it look like you’re home
e.g. arrange for someone to
mow your lawn and collect
the mail, have internal lights
on a timer.

* Considering registering
your firearms before you
go on holiday. If you do get
burgled and your firearms
are stolen, the Registry will
provide an accurate picture

of which firearms were tak-
en.

4. Alcohol and firearms:

* Many of us like to have a
few drinks over the Christ-
mas holidays. It’s important
to remember though, that
alcohol and firearms don’t
mix.

e If you want to have a
drink when you get back
from a hunt, lock your fire-
arms up first. Gears before

beers can stop an accident!

e If you’ve had a few beers
and there’s a possum in the
tree or a rabbit in the pad-
dock it will probably still
be there tomorrow. It’s not
worth risking something go-
ing wrong.

Add safety to your essen-
tial summer reading list

Te Tari Pareke has recently
overhauled and republished
the Firearms Safety Code,

replacing NZ Police’s Arms
Code from 2013.

The Firearms Safety Code
is as important to New Zea-
land’s 230,000 firearms li-
cence holders, as the Road
Code is to New Zealand
drivers.

Understanding the Code is
essential for anyone to safely
possess and use firearms and
for those wanting to get their

firearms licence.

The Code provides guid-
ance around the seven rules
of firearm safety along with
practical examples, photo-
graphs and diagrams. It also
outlines  licence holders’
legal obligations, states of
readiness, prepping a firearm
for use, safe practices dur-
ing transport, storage, and
handling, as well as safety
equipment and first aid. The

Code is also now available
in te reo Maori.

To brush up on your fire-
arms safety over the summer
holidays, you can down-
load a copy free from fire-
armssafetyauthority.govt.
nz. Or pick one up from any
good bookstore, specialist
retailer like Gun City, on-
line retailer like Fish Pond
or from your local library.

RIGHT:

An historic oak tree in Okato with a most intriguing his-

tory. See page 15.

P for Taranaki-King

Deep brain stimulation could help traumatic brain injury

Deep brain stimulation
cold help restore brain
function in patients who
have experienced traumatic
brain injury, according to a
small study of five people.

International  researchers
surgically implanted
electrodes into specific areas

of the thalamus — the brain’s
relay station — using imaging
techniques  that  helped
predict which circuits in
the brain weren’t activating
properly.

The team then applied
deep brain stimulation to the
circuits using the electrodes

ountry,

and found that when
participants took tests that
measured attention, speed
and mental flexibility, spatial
organisation, visual pursuits,
recall, and recognition, their
processing speeds improved
by between 15% and 25%.
They also found no adverse
reactions in this study, and

while larger studies are
needed, the results provide
preliminary evidence that
deep brain stimulation
might improve function
in  people who have
experienced disability from
a brain injury.

Nature Medicine
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New caterers for Opunake Events Centre

There’s a new restaurant in
town! Well not quite... The
Opunake Sports and Rec-
reation Trust would like to
welcome Steve and Fiona
from Roberts Tribe & Co.
as the new caterers at the
Sinclair Electrical & Refrig-
eration Events Centre.

The two business partners
hail from Stratford and are
no strangers to the hospitali-
ty industry. Steve and Fiona
currently run the TET Sta-
dium in Stratford and were

_looking for an opportunity
to expand their hospitality
business.

“Fiona and | had a really
good conversation about
where we see our business
heading, and what our fu-
ture may look like,” Steve
says. “When the opportu-
nity came up at the Event
Centre, we came out and
met with the facility manag-
ers and its trustees, and we
really liked what we saw.”

Steve and Fiona have
been successfully running
the TET Stadium for seven
years and have a team of
twelve staff. The bistro is
open seven days a week
there, and they’re hoping to
operate four days a week in
Opunake and expand further
in the future.

Opunake Sports and Rec-
reation Trust Chairman Pe-
ter Burnnand says that they
will be a great fit for the
community. “We have been
on the hunt for a caterer that
is available to our stake-
holders, sports nights, and to
the community. There’s no
other place on the coast that
can offer a family friendly

From left, Peter Burnnand, Fiona and Steve Roberts.

restaurant space that the Rec
can. It’s a great spot!”

The Opunake community
has already been enjoying
the taste of Roberts Tribe &
Co.’s food as they have pre-
viously catered for Opunake
High School and the Tarana-

ki National Arts Awards and
have the bistro open during
sports nights. “The feed-
back overall so far, has been
positive,” says Fiona. ‘“We’re
always looking at ways to
improve our service and
welcome any feedback.”

Like most other business
owners in the hospitality
industry, Roberts Tribe &
Co. had to get creative in
Stratford during the Covid
19 lockdowns. Steve devel-
oped an Uber Eats delivery
service with a twist. “We

Highlighting the potential

A scientific literature
review from AgResearch
has highlighted the potential
of Manuka honey as rongoa
(traditional Maori medicine)
in the context of animal
health.

Authors of the study say
that there is good supporting
peer-reviewed literature for

the antibacterial properties
of Manuka honey to prevent
and/or manage infections,
and  some  supporting
evidence for wound healing
in livestock and companion
animal species.

Studies in rodents and in
cells have also indicated that
Manuka honey has potential
to improve digestion and

of honey for animals

alleviate inflammation, and
well as potential productivity
effects such as increased
milk yield.

The review highlights that
the overall evidence base
is limited and stresses the
need for more studies and
randomised clinical trials
to support the growth and
development of Manuka

Taranaki owned and operated

We create all types of new memorial work and restorations, including
second inscriptions, repainting and cleaning existing memorials.

honey-based enterprises.
NZ Journal of Agricultural
Research

thought because you can’t
dine in, why don’t we bring
the dine in experience to
you, so we offered to deliver
beer or wine with any meal
order.” We’re still offering
that now as it has been such
a hit in the Stratford com-
munity, and we’re looking
at doing that out here if the
Opunake as well as a few
new things!”

Steve and Fiona are still on
the hunt for a local chef, so
bistro hours in Opunake are
varied at this stage, but they
are taking event and catering
bookings. Roberts Tribe and
Co., along with the support

of The Opunake Sports and
Recreation Trust are look-
ing at an opening evening
with live music, nibbles,
and drinks in the New
Year. They’re also looking
at hosting a whanau or fam-
ily fun day toward the end
of summer.

The Opunake Sports and
Recreation Trust will hold
their AGM on 11 Decem-
ber 2023 at 6pm at the
Event Centre. If you would
like to get involved with
what happens in the com-
munity, then please come
along. All welcome!

CARPET &
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

PH: ADRIAN
06 278-7486
021 222-3348

*Ts & Cs may apply

www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.

Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and

proud to be part of
your community

FOR
CHRISTMAS
GIFTS, NZ
CRAFT,
POUNAMU
JEWELLERY,
SOUVENIRS,

CLOTHING &
MORE

Mon: 9.30am - Ipm

TINY AUSTIN Rest of the week: 9.30am - 4pm

021 663 199

tiny@headstonestaranaki.co.nz

We also specialise in unique
stone works for special

projects. Main Road, Oakura at The Village Mews (opposite the hall)
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Before it was announced
our smokefree laws were

being  repealed, New
Zealand ranked second
in the Global Tobacco

Industry Interference Index
survey of 90 countries,
which rates countries on
their response to tobacco
industry interference.

The smokefree law repeal

stunned  public  health
experts, who say the
evidence is against the
move. Science Media asked
Professor Peter Adams,
School of  Population
Health,  University  of

Auckland, to comment:
How does the tobacco

industry influence
politicians in New
Zealand?

“With our tobacco rates
dropping quite significantly
over the last 10 years, our
anti-smoking efforts have
been ahuge success, I think.
The denicotinisation and
the reduction in the number
of outlets are an important
part of trying to move that
almost to the endpoint
of zero smoking. Public
health experts didn’t really

Friday, December 15, 2023

Academic addresses tobacco and vaping Issues

Items to be avoided for the sake of our good health.

anticipate such a complete
reversal on that plan now.
But from my point of view, it
signals that tobacco industry
relationship  building has
been quite successful.

“The trouble with studying
these areas, the relationship
forming part of things, is
that it’s very hard to have
concrete evidence of what’s
going on and how those
relationships are forming.
And that’s been a big part
of what we’ve been trying

to do, is to begin to shed
some light on the informal
relationship building
practices of industries.

“What isn’t happening is the
industry trying to push their
issues - what they’re trying to
push is building comfortable
relationships. A lot of the
behaviour around gifting
and donations and lobbying
is aimed at forming collegial
relationships, where there’s
an understanding between
the two parties in the form

Opunake Medical

of a friendship, where both
parties know what’s meant
to happen, there doesn’t
need to be any pressure
involved. It’s a comfortable
relationship that’s formed
over a long period of time
through multiple exposures
and through different forms
of ‘no pressure’ contact.
“l think we in public health
are doing it wrong, because
we think that if we can get
hold of a politician and
pressure them as much as
possible, with our persuasion
and our evidence, they will
do things differently. But
all that achieves is that the
public health advocate will
be seen as a screaming skull,
who is not someone you
want to go to dinner with.
“Tax and availability are
the two big drivers for
change. With alcohol and
other unhealthy products,
they’ve avoided doing that.
So, we haven’t seen a lot of
change. But with tobacco,
we have imposed tax and
restricted availability, and
had a spectacular change in
people’s engagement in the
product. It highlights how
important effective measures

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

are, rather than just education
and awareness. Now there’s
talk about going back to
the ineffective strategies of
education and awareness,
which is really worrying -
but it also speaks to perhaps
industry having a degree of
increased influence.”

How has vaping changed the
level of influence tobacco
industries have?

“Up until vaping took off,

the public health researchers
and public health advocates
were quite clear that there
should be no industry links
going on. It’s not like that
with gambling and alcohol,
but it’s been very clear with
tobacco. So, vaping has
complicated that because
it’s seen as a cessation tool,
or seen as a much cleaner
alternative.
“l must admit that I'm
dubious about the long term
with vaping because it’s still
an addictive product, and
people with addictions will
consume much more. So, the
potential for profits is very
high, which gives both the
capacity and the incentive
for industry to protect that
patch.

“Ithink isabitof adangerous
game that’s being played
now. Everyone’s starting to
realise how potent addictive
behaviour is and how profits
are kind of unlimited. Just
as we saw with BZP and the
spread of party pill shops
very quickly when there
was liberal legislation. So,
it is a worry that the tobacco
industry has moved back
into the vaping space very
strongly. They are going to
be making long term, big
profits that they can deploy
into  political  influence
strategies. All  addictive
consumption industries do
this, but tobacco has really
refined those strategies.

They’ve been the largest
group on the block for the
longest. Even though more
recently, in high income
countries they’ve been less
successful, they’re still
pretty successful in low and
middle income countries.”

Science Media

The team at Opunake Medical wish to thank the community for their ongoing support. Primary care is under huge pressure with

additional workload and resource limitations and the patience and support of our community is really appreciated.

In brief:

¢ We have recently completed a transition to a new computer system which is designed to improve the care we can provide our
community. The transition has not been without its stress, but the team have put a huge effort in and are getting up to speed
with this. This includes a new and easier to use patient portal providing you access to lab results, repeat prescriptions and
other clinical information from your cellphone or computer — if you wish to inquire about this free service, please contact the

clinic.

¢ We would like to provide a warm welcome to PA Kelsey Pruitt who joins us as a Physicians Associate from Washington State,
USA. She comes with an incredible skillset in General Practice care and has proved herself a real asset to the Opunake Medical
team already. Kelsey works as a critical part of our comprehensive care team seeing a wide range of patients with our medical

team.

Coming into Christmas we will have reduced hours over the Christmas and New year’s period
and it is recommended that patients look ahead and plan for the festive season.
(Please note hours for 27th-29th December are 9:00am-2:00pm and acute on day appointments only).

Arranging your medication prescriptions (processing of scripts takes 48 hours) and booking

any appointments you require in preparation is recommended.

Finally, we wish to thank the amazing Opunake community once again for their
ongoing support and wish everyone a happy and healthy festive and summer period.

Nga mihi, Opunake Medical

20/26 Napier Street, Opunake .

06 761 7324 . opunake@coastalmedical.nz
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_es Forsyth fondly remembered

He once organised for me to
go up in a top dressing plane.
He also, | discovered, as
a young man had built the
house in Opunake bought
by our mother when | was
overseas for some years and
which for many years be-
came a family home.

He was also a wonderful am-
bassador for FBT for whom
he worked as a sales repre-
sentative travelling round
Taranaki calling in on cus-
tomers.

Kind, friendly and fun, he
began as an advertiser but
traversed that nebulous ter-
ritory between client and
acquaintance. He became a
friend.

I’m talking about Les For-
syth who sadly passed away
recently at the age of 78.
Born in Hawera to Emily and
Les Forsyth, the first year
of his life was spent at Tai-
katu Road, Otakeho where
his parents were sharemilk-
ing after which the family
moved to the family farm in
Nopera Road, Pihama.

The eldest of five siblings,
Les attended Pihama Prima-
ry School and then Opunake
High School where he was
in the academic class and

Les Forsyth.

got fully involved in sports
like cross-country, swim-
ming, tennis and rugby. He
left High School at the age
of 15 to help run the family
farm after his father suffered

Les surrounded by his grandchildren.

a heart attack.

His lifelong love was rugby
and he played and coached
both for Opunake and Strat-
ford. He was well suited to
his chosen position of half

“Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our
valued customers” Closed from December 20 to January 15

back, not just because of
his size but, commented his
youngest daughter Deidre,
he knew how to talk both on
and off the field. His brother
Graeme remembers they
always worried if they got
a ride to practice or games
with Dad as he would always
hold them up getting home
by analysing the games with
the coaches.

Married to Sue for 25 years,
the mother of his three chil-
dren, the family lived in
Stratford. As with every-
thing in his life he did an
amazing job as a father, re-
calls Deidre. He was a firm
but fair father, she says add-
ing a clip around the ear or
a boot up the bum were oc-
casionally administered to
keep them in line.

His son Craig, recalling
fond memories of growing
up in Stratford and help-
ing his father with chores,
says his Dad took an active
interest in his sporting fix-
tures and would take him to
sports practices and week-
end events - telling me what
I did well and where | could
improve. He was driven all
around the North Island for
his cycling by his father. At
school, Les was always help-
ing out with working bees,
fundraisers such as galas
and camps. Unusually Craig
said Dad cut his hair until his
teens but kept it pretty basic.
Les subsequently moved to
New Plymouth — a surprise
to all as he was at heart a
country lad - marrying his
second wife Jan. The mar-
riage was short lived, Jan
passing away in 2004. With
his partner Lorraine, they
spent happy years together,
a trip overseas being a high-
light when he was able to
connect with his family roots
in Scotland and meet rela-
tives from all over.

Les’s skill at being able to

try his hand at anything and
do it well always amazed me,
said Deidre. He could build,
plaster, block lay, paint and
garden just to name a few of
his many talents. Block lay-
er/plasterer was his first job
off the farm. He then went
into insurance work and then
into aerial topdressing as a
loader driver and then as a
sales representative for FBT,
his final job before retiring.
It was a job that fitted his
temperament and which he
loved, solving the problems
of the world with the many
farmers he visited and the
occasional newspaper edi-
tor.

A proud man, he was a
stickler for things being tidy
and in order and lord help
you if you messed with his
systems, said Deidre. | re-
member hearing many sto-
ries over the years of Dad’s
possessions being borrowed,
carefully placed back in the
exact same place and he still
somehow knew someone
had touched them, says Dei-
dre, herself guilty of using
his tools and being found out
despite returning them per-
fectly she thought.

Les took much pride in his
garden even while his health
began to fail. Hedges and
shrubs had to be perfectly
trimmed.

A family man, Les enjoyed

gathering together for family
events like birthdays, Christ-
mas and Guy Fawkes at the
home farm.

A grandchild Mason recalls
last Christmas when his
grandfather thought he could
master his hoverboard... but
failed. It threw him off onto
concrete but he was OK.
It was one skill among his
many Les did not acquire.

A little known one however
was his prowess on the piano
which Lorraine only learned
of in later years. When
younger he would play at
dances around Opunake.

I will miss the stimulating
talks over many a coffee
round the coast, your friend-
ship, your humanity. And
your practical help when my
property was flooded and,
spade in hand you set about
digging a trench along the
property to divert the water.
It was typical of someone
who, while a great talker
could also give practical
help where needed. Just one
of many fond memories.
Our thoughts go out to Lor-
raine, and his three children
Craig, Karen and Deidre,
his extended family and his
many friends.

We are among the many
who will miss you, Les.

Compiled by the editor and
the family of Les Forsyth.

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS

I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year.

Member FCANZ

Ph Steven on 021298 5106

STIHL SHOP HAWERA WILL BE
CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 22

- JANUARY 3

We wish everyone a wonderful
Christmas and a happy New Year

STIHL SHOP HAWERA

Cnr Glover RD & Union St

Ph: 06 278 4753 Fax: 06 278 5682
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz

37/, /8 SHOP

Outdoor Power Equipment

www.stihlshop.co.nz
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As the 2023 Okato
Christmas Parade (hosted
by the Okato Community
Church) rumbled past on
Saturday December 2, one
onlooker had just one word
for the spectacle “brilliant.”
Louise added, “We come
here every year and have
for the past fifteen years.”
She was accompanied by

Hamish and Sparkles (their
black dog).

The parade set off at 6.30pm
from the south part of
Carthew  Street, heading
north, led by Matt Stone in
his police car - making full
use of his siren and flashing
lights. Close behind was
a cohort of bagpipers and
drummers with Scotland the

()-

v/2)Stepping
= Stones

Early Childhood Education

We are now taking Enrolments
for 2024
5 Months — 6 Years
Be in quick spaces are limited

06 7524289
steppingstonesece@hotmail.com
2502 Surf Highway 45, RD 37, Okato

+ RUST REPAIRS

+ WOF RUST REPAIRS

+ EXHAUSTS

+ PANEL € METAL FABRICATION
+ FULL RESTORATIONS

TALK TO ELMO TODAY
0272627845 + ELMOSGARAGE@HOTMAIL.COM

GUSTOMS - CLASSICS + LOWRIDERS
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Okato Christmas parade is “brilliant”

The Okato Christmas parade always draws a crowd.

Brave the rousing opening
tune. Two circuits of the
town were completed.

Next, was Glenys Putt in

The Okato Lions.

footman attire, on board her
horse and wagon, pulled
by her two Clydesdale
horses. Sitting in the back
was ‘Queen Elizabeth’ (as

No show without Santa.

TinArt  Trivets

Collectables

Now stocking a large range of gifts
We wisk yow a safe and, Mewy "Chuistinas!

Tue - Fri 9.30-4.30 - Saturday 10am - 1pm
184 High Street, Hawera | 021 027 22476 | gabriele.co.nz

depicted by a mask) waving
royally. The inscription
on an attached poster read
Remembering those who

have passed — a reminder
of those who have died this
year.

Perhaps the most
enthusiastic onlooker and

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

certainly the most vocal
was a five-year-old boy who
called out, “Have a merry
Christmas pie,” as each float
went by — or at least that was
what it sounded like. What
Braxton was actually saying,
when | checked with his
mother Anna was, Have a
merry Christmas, ‘bye (as in
goodbye). Bram, Anna and
Braxton Hendrix of Rahotu

were certainly enjoying
themselves. “We come
here every year,” Bram

explained. He said it was “on
a par” with other years.
Doing a great job keeping
everything orderly and safe
were the Maori Wardens
and the Okato Lions with
assistance from the Okato
Volunteer Fire Brigade.

One float highlight was Santa
who was waving vigorously
to the huge crowd lining
Carthew Street.

Enjoying a day at the parade.

) Houghton S

Plumbing, Heating & Gas Ltd

Animals featured, both in the
parade and also in the crowd.
One little dog had a figure of
Santa on its back, as well as
other Christmas decorations.
The floats — all of which
were creatively ornate and
brilliant - included Okato
Swimming  Club, New
Plymouth Square Dancers,
St Patrick’s Church, Coastal
Young Farmers, Okato
Veterinary Clinic, the Life
Education Trust, Coastal
Taranaki  School, Okato
Lions, Stepping Stones,
Okato Playcentre, Horses
Helping Humans, Okato
Community Church, Clyde
Bishop Tractors, Fonterra,
Interior  Design  Living
Stratford and New Plymouth
Hotrodder - to mention
just a selection. On festive
display  were balloons,
streamers, decorations,
Christian messages (Jesus
is the reason for the season),
music such as one of my
favourites Jingle Bell Rock
(Coastal Taranaki School)
and complimentary lollies.
Great effort by all the people
involved in the organisation
and floats. Well done all of
you.
“We are grateful for a
generous donation each year
from the Okato Vets and
thankful for the volunteers
who give up their time to
help us run this event,”
commented Joy Burmeister
of the Okato Community
Church.

Rolland McKellar

We wish our clients and their families the very best
Christmas season and a happy and prosperous New Year.

As the end of another year draws to a close
we would like to thank you for your support and we look
forward to offering you continued service

in the New Year.

Office and Showroom -

Closed 12pm Friday 22nd December 2023
Open 8am Tuesday 16th January 2024

164 PRINCES STREET HAWERA 06 278 8883 ¢ www.houghtonsplumbing.co.nz
v P v ¥ Drainlaying ¥ Bathrooms ¥’ Heating ./ Parts & Service
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A fairy tale Christmas for Eltham

The crowds, floats and fairy
tale characters as well as
good weather were all at the
annual Eltham Christmas
Parade. The parade, held on
Friday night (December 8)
was organised by the Eltham
Lions Club and sponsored
by the Eltham Business
Association. Every year
there is a different theme and
this year organisers decided
on a Fairy Tale theme.

“All the kids are into that,”
said Eltham Lions president
Llew Eynon. “We’ve been
lucky with the weather. Last
year it wasn’t so nice. We’ve
had a great response from
the schools. There’s quite a
few stalls and good support
from the locals.”

There were about 20 floats
officially entered as well
as others who had decided
to join in, “which usually
happens.”

While other local Lions clubs

The dragon.

marked World Children’s
Day on November 25, the
Eltham Club had decided
to do so alongside the

Four year and a half year-old Xavier Evans-Page with father Jonathon Page admires

Girl and Pip before the start of the Eltham Parade.

Christmas Parade with face
painting at Bridger Park.
Llew said they were grateful
to the Council for the use
of the park. It’s a venue of

which they are familiar,
having done a lot of work
there as part of a Lions

Carly Whitehead on Diesel with mother Sarah was at the
parade with the Eltham Pony Club.

Centenary project.

As floats assembled at
Stanners Street four-and-a-
half year-old Xavier Evans-
Page who was about to

help out with the Eclecterri
dragon entry could be seen
admiring Janine and Brian
Frost-Jones’s  two  Jack
Terrier crosses Girl and Pip,
who were about to be given

a ride through the streets of
Eltham courtesy of Brian.
Huia Brown programme
co-ordinator for the Eltham
Youth and Development
Centre said this was the first
time they had put a float in.
“We weren’t able to operate
for a while but this year we
are making our comeback,
so we are here playing on
Shrek,” she said.

The Eltham, Ngaere and
Rawhitiroa schools were all
represented. Royal Enfield
motorbike enthusiasts Mark
Bellringer of Eltham and Jo
Pullar of Opunake were both
there with their bikes.

“I own two at the moment,
but I’ve had three or four of
them,” says Mark.

Early last month he had
been at the Mid-Year Rally
at Whangamomona where
40-50 bikes had turned up.
He said he would have liked
to have seen more Royal
Enfield riders there for the

Fairy tales were this year’s Christmas theme.

parade.

One club that was there in
force was the Eltham Pony
Club. Head coach Julie
Roberts said they had 25
members there and they
always make a point of
entering.

Four year-old Carly
Whitehead was dressed as
Belle from Beauty and the
Beast and riding Diesel.
This was her second year in
the club.

A Highland Pipe Band led
the parade into Bridge Street
where an enthusiastic crowd

lined the street known as the
first in New Zealand to be
tar sealed. Joining the floats
were fire engines, trucks and
vintage tractors. As with any
Santa Parade the man in the
red suit took up the rear, this
time riding in a vintage fire
truck accompanied by South
Taranaki mayor Phil Nixon
who had earlier judged the
floats. From Bridge Street
it was on to High Street,
London Street and York
Street, ending the parade for
another year.

B

“Mike and Dee wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, and thanks for your
continued support during the year”

MANAIA

FOUR SQUARE

53 South Rd, Manaia
Ph 06 274 8406
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SCHURR

IRELAND

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

NEW PLYMOUTH
p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM
p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Stanners Motors Ltd

Christmas greetings to all
Travel scffefy these ﬁoficfays

Family business established in 1919
Authorised Ford Parts & Service Dealer
All vehicle servicing including cars,
trucks, trailers, forklifts, WOF and tyres,
Castrol oils & lubricants.

135 High Street, PO Box 30, Eltham 4353.

Phone: 06 764 8904

Fax: 067648902

Mobil: 027 668 5060
E-mail: stanners@xtra.co.nz

Full range of precast concrete in stock

Box Culverts - bearers — pipes — troughs — inspection pipes - lids — custom made certified bridge decks.

Come and see our
engineering staff,
they’re qualified and
ready to help.

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete

889 Upper Kaweora Road — Opunake - 0274 526 718
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Merry Christmas to all our
customers and all the best for

the New Year.

We will be closed from the 25th Dec
to the 27th. Open 28th Dec to 3lst

52 Fantham St, Hawera | 06 278 8148

Next issue is 25 January 2024

Closed from 21st Dec.

from Nigel and Michele! Re-opens 15th Jan.

Thank you for your support throughout the year.

RUST REPAIRS - TOUCH-UPS - REPAINTS
W.O.F REPAIRS - INSURANCE WORK

SPECIALISING IN VINTAGE WORK.
Nigel Fraser

44 King St, Opunake
06 761 8098

westmister@xtra.co.nz
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and genealogical history

On Saturday December 2

was the launch of Lesley
Dowding’s fourth  book
entitted Home Before the
Acorns Fall. The event was
held at St Paul’s Church hall
in Okato (almost) under the
branches of a historic oak
tree (planted as an acorn in
1919 by Vera Putt).
This  book outlines the
love, bravery and Christian
faith between London-born
Vera and Clyde Putt, from
New Zealand, a World War
1 soldier. Their chance
meeting leads to marriage
and life in Okato, as well as
the growth of a historic oak
tree which results from Vera
planting a London acorn
she uplifted. Complemented
by Brenda Cash’ superb
watercolour illustrations, the
story encompasses marital
harmony, two continents,
two World Wars, one acorn
and a century old oak tree.

The well-organised launch
was attended by about
forty people, including
descendants of Vera Putt and
her farrier husband Clyde.
The event opened with
music from Mike Gordon,
one of Taranaki’s foremost
entertainers. He sang a
dozen songs, mostly from
the 1940s, such as As Time
Goes By, When You’re
Smiling and the Dame
Vera Lynn war-time classic
The White Cliffs of Dover.
He expertly accompanied
himself  on  keyboard.
Mike’s performance was
outstanding from all points
of view. “I’m singing all the
oldest songs I've got,” he

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
FROM SCARPAS SHOES

by SCARPAS David Deacon

New summer sandals
have arrived!

nso SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594
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Book launch blends fiction

Brenda Cash (illustrator) on the left and author Lesley Dowding with their book Home

Before Acorns Fall

quipped.
Lesley Dowding welcomed
everyone, notably  the

descendants of Vera and
Clyde, after thanking Mike
for his musical performance,
which she described as
“delicious.”

She explained the
genealogical underpinning
of her book, which is “part
fiction and part fact.”

She outlined how Vera
(1900-1976) and Clyde
(1892-1964) met, while
he was a soldier in the UK
and how she uplifted a
London acorn which she
subsequently planted just
outside St Paul’s Church
in 1919, soon after World

The historic oak tree which was the result of a London
acorn planted in 1919 by Vera Putt.

War 1 ended. The couple
attended the church all their

Cake cutting. From left Graeme Putt, Glenys Putt, Matt

Putt and Lesley Dowding.

Merry Christmas from Shaun, Mel & the team

Local Builder
Shaun Stanley Ph 0278 186 385

married life. One son Merv,
with his wife Iris, attended
St Paul’s all their married
life. At the b