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Bluff Oysters 
$32 Punnet

Fresh  Gurnard
$39 kg

61 Tasman St, Opunake Ph 06 761 8478

FRESH                                 LOCAL FRESH                                 

52 Tasman Street, Opunake 
Call 027 246 4498 

 
 facebook.com/LocalMarketOpunake 

Local Cauli 

$2 ea 
NZ Kiwifruit 

$1 kg 

NZ Rose 

$2 kg 

A question mark hangs 
over the future of an Eltham 
building, popularly known 
by locals as one of the town’s 
grand old ladies.

The Eltham Municipal 
Building on Stanners Street 
was built in 1911 and was 
once home to the Eltham 
Borough Council. In more 
recent years  parts of the 
building have been used by 
the likes of Young Farmers, 
the Assembly of God Church, 
the Eltham Historical Society  
law fi rm Thomson O’Neill 
and a couple of non-profit 
organisations.  It is one of 13 
buildings in town that carry a 
Historic Places listing, but it 
has been closed to the public 
since August 2018 after a 
seismic assessment rated the 
building at only eight per 
cent of the New Building 
Standards (NBS) Grade E. 

This month the South 
Taranaki District Council 
is to consider its future. 
On Monday the Eltham-
K a p o n g a  C o m m u n i t y 
Board voted to make its 
own  recommendations 
for the building’s future. 
These are that the board 
agree that no further use for 
the building would justify 
the costs of strengthening 
and maintaining it, that the 

Uncertain future awaits Eltham icon

building be declared surplus 
to requirements and that it be 
put up for sale for a nominal 

sum subject to a purchaser 
having  the  means  and 
willingness to strengthen and 

maintain the building. Should 
no purchaser be found within 
12 months then the building 
would be demolished.

Community Board member 
Lindsay Maindonald said 
he would have preferred 
the matter be discussed at a 
public meeting so the public 
could have their say on the 
building’s future.

“I believe the community 

should be consulted and 
brought into the discussion, 
and not told afterwards,” 
he said.  “We are elected 
by the community and our 
responsibility is to them, not 
to have it decided by an in 
house decision. They say they 
discussed it with the public in 
the 1990s but this is a whole 
new ball game.”

Continued page 3

Taranaki youth to 
go without for 
climate change

Taranaki  youth to  go 
without for climate vulnerable 
communities in Malawi 

New Zealand’s largest 
youth fundraising event, 
the World Vision 40 Hour 
Famine, is back for its 45th 
year, with many Taranaki 
students set to take on a 

challenge or give something 
up – and it’s all in the name of 
supporting climate vulnerable 
communities in Malawi.

Spread across 40 hours 
from June 5-7, 90,000 New 
Zealand youth are expected 

Kiwi Youth Ambassadors.

Continued page 3
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Historic building’s future hangs in the balance.



Send your your views to:
Letters to the Editor

23 Napier Street, Opunake.
Fax: (06) 761 7016

email: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
You are welcome to use a pseudonym but must 

supply your name and address to us.

Letters to theLetters to the
EditorEditor

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, June 4, 20202       NEWS AND VIEWS

Opunake Office hours:
Mon & Thurs: 9am-3pm, Wed: 10am-3pm 

Hawera - Opunake - Patea - 06 278 4169

“Let’s create your business growth 
strategy together”

Your only local community accounting firm

Accounting for the future, today

Registered office: 23 Napier Street, PO Box 74, Opunake

Phone: Office (06) 761-7016, A/h (06) 761-8206

For advertising, email:   ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
For editorial, email: editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
For accounts, email: accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

www.opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Editor: Bernice McKellar

Journalists/Sales: Rolland McKellar, Bryan Kirk

Advertising/Production: Vanessa Smith

Production/IT: Shane Butler

Delivery: Thursday, fortnightly

Registered as a newspaper.

Member of the Community Newspapers Association of New 
Zealand

The Opunake and Coastal News  is 
distributed free to every home and 
business within the rural area 
bounded in the north by the New 
Plymouth city border, extending east 
to Egmont Village, and around to the 
edge of Stratford, south to the 
Hawera city border and inland to 
Kaponga and through Eltham. 

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake

06 761 7016
See how our high readership rate 

can work for you 

Continued from page 1

A very poor 
show

Recently ANZAC services 
were called off for the fi rst 
time in a century, and your 
May 7 edition featured a lone 
piper paying his respects at 
Papamoa Beach.

What a great pity the South 
Taranaki District Council 
cannot do the same, and mus-
ter the energy to keep the star 
atop the Manaia Rotunda lit.

This building is a memorial 
to the dozens of local families 
decimated in World War, 
their names listed on each 
side in solemn memory of 
their heroic deeds.

Once upon a time, if you 
were driving down Manaia 
Road from Kaponga, this 
becon of respect would wel-
come any travellers into the 
heart of Manaia town, but 
now, and for over a year, the 
lack of heart by STDC is the 
only thing on display.

I call for this situation to be 
rectifi ed, and if the council 
can’t afford a new bulb, I 
have to wonder about their 
sincerity and ability to do 

Help our police
During this lockdown it 

seems that police, not only 
in our province, but else-
where had to deal with some 
people who had been break-
ing the lockdown rules quite 
frequently.

Look, our police wherever 
they may be have enough 
to deal with, without having 
stupid idiots fl aunting these 
lockdown breaches, and stu-
pidly thinking they are some 
sort of heroes, unlike most of 
us who have taken this virus 
extremely seriously. Others 

COVID-19 
has rocked the 
world

On reading the editor’s ar-
ticle on COVID-19 I do be-
lieve she’s absolutely correct 
by stating that our world is 
experiencing this pandemic 
like it did 100 years ago when 
the Spanish Flu virus became 
deadly, but not as bad as that 
time. I really feel empathy for 
those countries who are fi ght-
ing this virus, and for those 
people who have  lost loved 

anything worthwhile at all.

R. Herdson
Manaia

The South Taranaki District 
Council replies. “The Coun-
cil is aware of the lighting 
issue on the band rotunda but 
unfortunately the problem is 
with the underground cabling 
and is a bit more complicated 
than simply replacing the 
bulbs. However, the Council 
are working on it and hope to 
have it working again soon. “

 

think it’s a big joke. Well I 
say, let them think that.

So wherever we live, let’s 
help our police in Taranaki 
to combat these idiots and 
quickly report, otherwise they 
will spoil it for the rest of us, 
as the sooner we can get back 
to where we were, the quicker 
we can get rid of this virus. So 
let us become more vigilant 
on what’s going on around us.

Tom Stephens
 New Plymouth

ones and friends.
So who is to blame? China, 

the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) or our over-
populated world’s pollution? 
I have no doubt the source 
will be found, and there will 
be an extremely powerful 
vaccine found, so the whole 
world can be vaccinated all 
in one go. No doubt it could 
become compulsory.

For every one of us, I do 
believe it’s been an extremely 
weird two years, starting off 
with the Christchurch saga, 
the White Island incident, and 
now the COVID-19 virus, yet 
the coaltion government has 
come out on top.

Look I hope for everyone’s 
and the world’s sake we can 
get over this horrible virus but 
I still believe we have all got 
to check our healthiness, oth-
erwise this virus could easily 
return, so in the meantime 
please take care of each other, 
as I believe we can beat it.

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth 

   
“Excuse me, nurse, can I 

talk with you? You might 
think it’s a bit crazy but…” 
Many people claim to have 
had Near Death Experiences 
(NDEs). This article is based 
on conversations with three 
cardiac nurses with over 40 
years combined experience 
and numerous international 
NDE research studies.  Pa-
tients, while under a general 
anesthetic or during a cardiac 
arrest on a hospital operating 
table or bed, saw themselves 
from above their own body. 
Some patients  experienced 
moving toward an inexpress-
ibly peaceful  white light 
before returning to their body 
and gaining consciousness. 
Others related that they were 
somehow able to nonverbally 
communicate with this light. 
Upon awakening, patients 
often described the conver-
sations and actions of staff 
while not conscious. Many 
tell of having a second chance 

ADELPHOS What are NDEs? 
at life with new desire to ful-
fi ll a purpose or draw closer to 
God. I’m guessing that some 
reading these words have 
had NDEs. According to the 
International Association for 
Near-Death Studies (IANDS) 
in the USA, Australia and 
Germany, 6 -15% of the 
population have experienced 
NDEs. 

NDEs are typically those 
where our spirit temporarily 
leaves our body, but then 
returns. The apostle Paul 
himself seemingly had an 
NDE experience when he was 
stoned and left for dead (Acts 
14:19-20). Once he spoke of 
being taken up into the third 
heaven and heard “inexpress-
ible” things (2 Corinthians 
12:4 NIV). Similarly, NDE 
patients often find words 
inadequate to describe their 
experiences: many never tell 
anyone. 

 From scripture we know 
that our spirits are created by 

God and return to Him when 
our body dies.  Here are just 
four examples. 1.) When Je-
sus died on Good Friday He 
said, “Father, into thy hands 
I commit my spirit” (Luke 
23:46 RSV). 2.) Stephen, the 
fi rst Christian martyr in the 
Bible, said while being stoned 
to death, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit” (Acts 7:59 RSV). 
3.) Jesus promised the repen-
tant dying thief on the cross 
next to Him that his spirit will 
be with Him that day—“…
Truly, I say to you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise” 
(Luke 23:43). 4.) Likewise, 
when Jesus miraculously 
resurrected Jairus’ 12 year 
old dead daughter we read 
that her spirit returned from 
God to her body (Luke 8:55). 
Her spirit gave her dead body 
renewed physical life, not the 
other way around. Therefore, 
it is clear from scripture that 
when believers die their spir-
its enter into God’s presence. 

When Jesus returns, the spirit 
of each believer will be united 
with a new and perfect resur-
rected body.  

NDEs give us a glimpse 
of the spiritual part of who 
we are. However, we live 
in a time when  mainstream 
atheistic science  disregards 
spiritualty: Because it can’t  
explain it in measurable ma-
terial terms. Some claim 
NDEs are just a chemical 
brain hallucination. But as 
Einstein said, “The fi nite can-
not grasp the infi nite.”   If you 
had an NDE I hope you’ve 
been helped by reading this 
article. You’re not crazy. I 
wonder how it affected your 
life?  

Adelphos

PS. Remember to worship 
God at the Okato Community 
Church while you can, 6:30 
pm. Sunday at Hempton Hall. 
Everyone welcome. 

  We should be wary of 
spending too much time 
on the internet. Here is a 
cautionary story that occurred 
back in March highlighting 
the danger of revealing your 
credit card number over the 
internet.

Spotting an incredible 
product of a health/medical 
nature the browser discovered 
that a free sample was on 
offer. This sounded pretty 
good so he pressed the 
appropriate keys. A while 
later the product marketer, 
who were based in the United 
States (with a doctor as the 

An expensive free sample
CEO), asked if the browser 
minded paying a $19 courier 
charge. The browser thought 
that was probably fair so 
indicated yes.  (Now the 
marketer had the browser’s 
credit card number!)

A while later the browser 
was surprised to see an offer 
of reduced price for further 
supplies of this wonderful 
product, Why would I want 
to agree to that when I 
don’t know if the product 
is worthwhile and helpful? 
thought the browser, so he 
indicated no. 

A few days  la ter  the 

browser’s credit card bank 
statement arrived and he got 
a shock. For a start the $19 
courier fee had ballooned 
to $31.  Well, maybe the 
American exchange rate 
caused that. Further down, 
a much bigger shock; the 
browser had been charged 
a further $85 for a second 
sample  despi te  having 
indicated NO.

With the browser’s credit 
card number on American 
computers for all to see, the 
credit card number needed 
changing which rerquired a 
trip to the bank.

A phone call to the company 
yielded an assurance that no 
further supplies would be sent 
or charged for. However, they 
were not prepared to return 
the amount illegally taken 
from the credit card account, 
as the sample was already on 
the way. 

Was the browser dealing 
with a scam or just a health 
product fi rm with questionable 
business practices? Who 
knows. However, one thing 
for sure it was a very expensive 
free sample costing the sadder 
but wiser browser over $130 
all tolled. So be warned.



Continued from page 1.
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Hardings funerals
The funeral service doing things your way.

Professional Service : Positive Support

Give us a call: 06 278 8633
Locally owned.  Locally operated.

Also SHOE, BAG & LEATHER REPAIRS

by SCARPAS David Deacon

244 Broadway - STRATFORD
Ph (06) 765 5591 - Fax (06) 765 5594

SHOE & BOOT SALE
Winter Shoes are available!  

to take part and raise much-
needed funds for the people of 
Malawi who are experiencing 
the chaos caused by extreme 
weather events, like droughts, 
cyclones and fl oods, that are 
resulting in food shortages, 
hunger and malnutrition. On 
top of this, COVID-19 has 
brought with it added pressure 
for these communities.

This year, fi ve Kiwi Youth 
Ambassadors – Izaac Wilson, 
Jess McLennan, Alyssa 
Wilson, Daniel Rickman 
and Hayley Gotlieb – are 
championing the 40 Hour 
Famine, having travelled 
to Malawi in late 2019 to 
meet some of those who 
will benefi t from the efforts 
of everyone taking part; 
children, families, schools 
and farmers who’ve been 
impacted by extreme weather 
events. 

“I don’t think there was 
really any one moment when 
it just clicked for me that 
‘this is the reality of living 
in Malawi in 2020’, but it 
has sunk in a little more 
every single day since I’ve 
been back in New Zealand,” 

says McLennan. “It’s in the 
everyday moments that I 
think about everyone I met 
and what I saw in Malawi, 
like when I look at my mum 
cooking dinner and think to 
myself, I wonder if Prisca’s 
mum has enough food to cook 
meals for her kids today? Or 
when I pull veggies out of the 
fridge and think to myself, I 
hope Yohane’s family have 
had a good harvest, so they 
have food to eat,” she says.

“I know that every single 
person who signs up for the 
40 Hour Famine, and the 
money they raise, will help 
create real and actual change 
for the climate vulnerable 
Malawians who need it 
most.”

World Vision New Zealand 
National Director Grant 
Bayldon says the 40 Hour 
Famine is a calendar item 
he looks forward to each 
year, adding that this year 
it seems all the more crucial 
for the charity organisation 
to provide a platform for NZ 
youth to rally together and 
make change.

“As the world shifts, the 
challenges Malawians face 
remain – and this means now, 

more than ever, we need to do 
all we can to fi ght hunger and 
injustice.

“This is our chance to show 
the world what great global 
neighbours we can be. As 
we do what we can for the 
vulnerable here, let’s also 
do what we can for the most 
vulnerable around the world.”

Bayldon adds that he’s 
‘really looking forward 
to seeing what challenges 
people take on, or what things 
they choose to give up for 
40 hours, in order to make a 
life-changing difference for 
the people of Malawi’.

“The people of Malawi are 
facing a twin crisis: As they 
struggle with the impacts 
of climate change, they 
face the added pressures of 
COVID-19. They need our 
support more than ever.”

Money raised in the 2020 
40 Hour Famine will make 
a difference by providing 
schools and farmers with 
seeds for crops, watering 
systems and goats so the 
people of Malawi can build 
resilient and sustainable 
farming and reduce the 
impact of climate change on 
their communities. 

This important work will 
also ensure they’re able to 
better cope with external 
factors out of their control, 
be it extreme weather events 
or a new virulent virus.

Those who take part can 
choose their own challenge or 
select something to give up – 
like going without transport, 
furniture or technology – and 
ask people to support their 
efforts by donating. 

Since it started, in 1975, 
the New Zealand 40 Hour 
Famine has raised more than 
$80 million and brought 
hope to thousands of children 
living in poverty in more than 
40 countries.

More than three million 
New Zea lande r s  have 
participated in the 40 Hour 
Famine since it began.

 Extreme weather events 
are causing loss of crops for 
communities who rely so 
heavily on them – 71.9% of 
Malawians are subsistence 
farmers who rely entirely 
on what they can grow to 
survive. One bad yield, due 

to drought or fl ooding, can 
mean the difference between 
surviving and children going 
to bed hungry. 

World Vision is working 
with communities in Malawi 

to help them adapt to and 
mitigate extreme weather 
conditions, so their human 
rights are safeguarded and 
realised. 

Continued from page 1

Taranaki youth to go without for climate change

He said it was seen in town 
as an “iconic building, one 
of a set of four.” As well 
as its “twin” and next door 
neighbour in Stanners Street, 
the Eltham Town Hall, the 
other two “Old Ladies” are 
the Bank and Post Office 
buildings.

Mr Maindonald  said the 
current mayor had campaigned 
on listening to the district’s 
satellite towns and this was his 
chance to do something about 
it. He said the Council had 
been prepared to call a public 
meeting in Manaia about the 
future of the Manaia Sports 
Centre.

As well as a meeting, there 
should be an Open Day, so the 
public could see the building 
for themselves, he said.

In the Open Forum part of 
the meeting, Eltham business 
and community leader Joe 
Menzies said he “wished to 
see the building retained in 

Uncertain future awaits Eltham icon
some way, shape or form.“ 
He recalled his involvement 
with the Eltham Health 
Trust which had wanted to 
buy the building to use as a 
Community Health Centre, 
but this had not happened.

Cr Steffy McKay said 
the  cost  of  ear thquake 
strengthening had been put 
at $1.8 million. 

“That’s nearly two million 
dollars. That could do a hell 
of a lot of good around town,” 
she said. “When you look 
back at history and what’s 
happened to the building 
since the Council moved out, 
it’s been historically quite 
underused. It’s been put up 
for sale and nobody’s been 
interested in buying it.”

Community Board deputy 
chair Sonya Douds said 
holding a public meeting 
would stir  up emotions 
about feelings of attachment 
towards the building but 
wouldn’t solve the issue of 
how it’s to be paid for.

“I don’t think 
anybody wants 
to see a building 
d e s t r o y e d , 
and that’s the 
feeling you are 
g o i n g  t o  g e t 
from a meeting. 
The reality is 
someone has to 
pay for it.” 

M a y o r  P h i l 
Nixon said any 
buyer  had  to 
show they had 
the means to fi x 
it up.

“We don’t want 
another Patea 
Hospi ta l ,”  he 
said.

South Taranaki 
District Council 
c o r p o r a t e 
p r o p e r t y 
manager Karen 
M e t a l i c k 
q u e s t i o n e d 
whether it would 
be safe taking 

people through the building. She 
had noticed when she looked 
around there last week there 
had been a marked deterioration 
compared to a previous visit back 
in March.

“I don’t think the top tier is really 
safe to take groups up there. I went 
through one room and I could see 

visible daylight through the ceiling. 
It’s a big old building which has a 
porous skin, and gets very damp 
and cold in winter.”

Mr Maindonald said the $1.8 
million fi gure was just one estimate, 
so it could still be possible the work 
could be done for less. He also 
questioned whether the 12 month 

period was too short to fi nd 
a suitable buyer. He voted 
with the other community 
board members in favour of 
the recommendations, but 
added that he still preferred 
the matter had been referred 
to a public meeting.

Debating the Eltham Municipal Buildings future.
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Computer 4U 
Affordable   Dependable   Professional

If experience and service is important to you,
then 4U Computer Solutions is the service provider for you.

LOOKING FOR A 
REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONAL 
YOU CAN TRUST?

Call Viv Scott today for help 
with buying, selling - or 
for a friendly, confidential 
chat to discuss your options.

Viv Scott
M 027 441 4596
E   viv.scott@eieio.co.nz

OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Proud to support Coastal families
06 759 0912

257 Devon St East, NP
vospers.co.nz

we �x windows and doors

Call free anytime 0800 37 37 10
www.exceed.co.nz

Window handles, seals, hinges & stays • Security locks for windows & doors
Sliding and bi-fold door rollers, locks & handles • Retractable insect screens 

Local family business servicing Coastal Taranaki

ARE YOUR WINDOWS DRAUGHTY?

  ANDY WHITEHEAD

Last year we were visiting 
family and friends in the 
UK and touring Europe 
on a 50 day adventure 
to  ce lebra te  my 50 th 
Birthday. This year we 
have experienced 50 days 
of lockdown, add to that a 
ruptured patella tendon, and 
2020 has been an extremely 
different experience. Not 
being able to visit family 
has been difficult. This 
was made harder in the 
friendly rural community 
setting where going past 
our neighbours and friends 
without stopping to say 
hello is defi nitely against 
the norm. The extended 

What a difference a year makes
summer sunshine has been 
much appreciated, but as 
we moved out of lockdown 
and adjust to the new 
normal of hand sanitiser 
and recording the shops and 
places we visit, the weather 
has decided that indoors 
is the best place for us to 
spend Queens Birthday 
weekend. June 1 is also 
‘change over day’ for the 
farming community with 
many families leaving their 
homes and starting a new 
future without the traditional 
communi ty  farewel ls . 
Whether your views are 
that the government moved 
too fast or too slow, the 

sacrifices have proven to 
be worth it as we continue 
to record minimal or zero 
daily new cases of the Covid 
19 pandemic that continues 
to sweep across the world. 

There was always going 
to be a balance between 
the fi nancial cost and the 
risk to people’s welfare. 

The same can be said for 
the council’s obligation to 
provide assets to our local 
community. We will always 
desire better facilities but 
are also realistic in knowing 
these things cost money. 
The Taranaki Coastal Zone 
prides itself on the can-
do attitude that supports 
our local  schools and 
sports clubs, making its 
own walkways and bike 
tracks, installs its own 
seating and artworks, doing 
its own tree planting and 
gardens. Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board is always 
looking at ways to help. 
We have a limited amount 
of funds at our discretion 
when you have run out of 
other funding options for a 
community project. We are 
also advocates to and from 

Insulation installers for 
the Government’s Warmer 
Kiwi Homes programme are 
gearing up to take on more 
staff following a $56 million 
funding boost, the Energy 
Minister Megan Woods said.

Dr Woods says the funding 
boost will deliver an additional 
9,000 insulation and heating 
retrofits, and will also see 
grants increase to 90%.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  v i s i t e d 
Community Energy Action 
(CEA) in Christchurch as the 
charitable trust gears up to 
meet increased demand.

“CEA is just one of the 
companies across the country 
saying they will increase the 
size of their team off the 
back of the recent funding 
announcement.

“I am delighted that the trust 
is looking to expand so soon 
after the Warmer Kiwi Homes 
programme went on pause 
during Alert Level 4.”

Installers contracted to the 
programme are back out in 
the community installing 
insulation and effi cient heaters 
using robust health and safety 
protocols.

The sector, which currently 
employs 1,300 contractors 
across 90 companies has been 
busy since getting to Level 3 
of the COVID alert system, 
completing 700 heating and/
or insulation retrofits since  

Boost to Warmer Kiwi Homes delivering jobs

the council when we hear 
about your desired projects 
or concerns. Two areas 
we are working through 
at present are installing 
drinking fountains near 
existing playgrounds and 
connecting the town centre 
and main beach plans. We 
are also aware of playground 
upgrades, your concerns 
around the lake and long 
term planning for the next 
10 years. Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board will 
be holding community 
meetings to gauge the 
community’s wishes later 
in the year , and we look 
forward to hearing your 
ideas and needs. 

Please come to share your 
ideas and have your say at our 
community board meetings; 
at Sandfords Event Centre 

Thurs 4 June at 2:30pm 
and Parihaka Tuesday 14 
July at 2:30pm. We may 
not be able to answer all 
of your questions but the 
excellent staff at council 
can always fi nd us the best 
connections who can. If 
there is anything you feel 
the council needs to improve 
please ring 0800 111 323 
or send in your request on 
the Antennor App. If you 
have any environmental 
concerns about the lake, 
rivers, our beaches or pest 
control please ring TRC on 
0800 736 222.

Please support our local 
businesses by shopping 
local.

Nga mihi nui.
Andy Whitehead

Taranaki Coastal 
Community Board Chair

 

Energy and Resources Minister Megan Woods, CEA installation manager 
Les Norris and CEA insulation installer Ryan Forman

April.28. 
T h e  W a r m e r  K i w i 

Homes programme has 
also recently reached a 
signifi cant milestone with 
more than 20,000 installs 
of insulation and effi cient 
heaters nationwide, Minister 
Woods said.

“We are very proud of 
this achievement – that’s 
a large number of Kiwi 
households looking forward 
to a warmer and drier home 
this winter.”

As of the beginning of 
March there have been over 
600 insulation and heating 
retrofits in the Taranaki 
region under Warmer Kiwi 
Homes, including 561 
insulation retrofi ts, and 58 
heating retrofi ts.

“Insulation and effi cient 
heaters don’t prevent the 

spread of Covid-19 but 
a warm, dry home does 
protect the most vulnerable 
and decreases the risk of 
hospital admissions from 
respiratory disease.”

“ W e ’ r e  a l s o  p r o u d 
of the significant third-
party funding that has 
been leveraged through 
the programme to date. 
With the Government now 
meeting 90% of the cost, 
we expect that top-ups from 
third-party community 
organisations will make 
retrofi ts free of charge to 
many applicants. 

Dr Woods encourages 
homeowners to fi nd out if 
they are eligible and apply 
for a grant. 

“It’s important that you 
make sure family members 
and friends know about the 

grant offer which makes 
insulat ion and highly 
effi cient heating much more 
affordable, for instance 
homeowners looking at 
having a $3,000* heat pump 
installed will only pay $300.

“It’s a great opportunity 
to improve the quality of 
New Zealand housing, as 
well as the health, comfort 
and wellbeing of people,” 
Megan Woods said.

T h e  W a r m e r  K i w i 
Homes programme is part 
of Labour’s Confi dence and 
Supply Agreement with the 
Green Party. 

Heaters in retrofits are 
capped at $3,000, including 
GST.  Heating retrofi ts have 
been available since 1 July 
2019)
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Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills and Estates.

Mark Utting on Thursdays 
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
Trusts, Wills, Estates and refinancing matters.

• Races 
• Farm maintenance 
• Building sites
• Metal

• Cartage of feed & 
machinery
• Drainage
• Driveways 

We Do: 

Plus a lot more!

Grant Phillips - 027 318 4129
coastalearthworks@hotmail.co.nz
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• 5epairs 	 0aintenance
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The unusual Broken spectre 
also known as mountain 
spectre was captured by 
local mountaineer Lindsay 
Maindonald recently when 
cl imbing Mt Taranaki .

The phenomen shows the 
magnified shadow of an 
observer cast upon clouds 
opposite the sun’s direction.

The image of Lindsay who 
took the photo is visible 
surrounded by a faint halo 
of coloured light formed 
w h e n  u n i f o r m l y - s i z e d 
water droplets in clouds 
refract and scatter light.

According to Wikipedia, 
the “spectre” appears when 
the sun shines from behind 
the observer, who is looking 
down from a ridge or peak 
into mist or fog.  The light 
projects their shadow through 
the mist, often in a triangular 
shape due to perspective. 
The apparent magnifi cation 
of size of the shadow is an 
optical illusion that occurs 
when the observer judges his 
or her shadow on relatively 
nearby clouds to be at the 
same distance as faraway 
land objects seen through 
gaps in the clouds, or when 
there are no reference points 
by which to judge its size. 
The shadow also falls on 
water droplets of varying 
distances from the eye, 
confusing depth perception. 
The ghost can appear to 
move (sometimes suddenly) 
because of the movement of 
the cloud layer and variations 
in density within the cloud.

There are many references 
to  Broken  spec t res  in 
literature. Coleridge wrote 
of it in his poem “Constancy 
t o  a n  I d e a l  O b j e c t ” .

Mountain spectre

An example of the unusual phenomenon from Wikipedia.

T h e  e x p l o r e r  E r i c 
Shipton saw a Brocken 
spectre during his f irst 

ascent of Nelion on Mount 
Kenya with Percy Wyn-
Harris and Gustav Sommerfelt 
i n  1 9 2 9 .  H e  w r o t e :

T h e n  t h e  t o w e r i n g 
buttresses of Batian and 
Nelion appeared; the rays 
of the setting sun broke 
through and, in the east, 
sharply defi ned, a great circle 
of rainbow colours framed 
our own silhouettes. It was 
the only perfect Brocken 
Spectre I have ever seen. 

ABOVE: An eerie image of Lindsay taking a photo projected onto an adjacent ridge. 

It was a stunning day. Lindsay having lunch. The 
ground was frozen he said.

The next issue 
of the Opunake & Coastal News 

is on June 21.

Do you know what 
happens if you don’t 
advertise?

...nothing

Lindsay and his friend had 
climbed to 5-6000 feet.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSThursday, June 4, 20206     NEWS 

Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions
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PowerWorx staff were busy adjusting street lights in Manaia on Wednesday last week  Two 64 metre wind turbine 
blades were due to pass through town on their way from Port Taranaki along State Highway 45 and State Highway 
3 to the Waipipi Wind Farm near Waverley.
With the height of the turbines likely to make it a tight fi t navigating the Manaia roundabout the lights at the 
roundabout intersections were being lowered, said Powerworx manager Bruce Wilson. This meant putting the lights 
on swivels. 

Powering a way through Manaia

During a tumultuous 
lockdown period, Jonathan 
Young has been kept busy 
helping stranded travellers 
return to New Plymouth, 
facilitating assistance for 
employees who’ve found 
themselves suddenly out 
of work, and contacting 
hundreds of local businesses, 
community groups and 
individuals to make sure 
they have access to what 
they need.

In the midst of all that, the 
New Plymouth MP had 
some good news in the form 
of a successful nomination 
to contest the 2020 election.

“I’m obviously very proud 
to have been selected as 
National’s candidate for 
New Plymouth and have 
another opportunity to 
represent all the people of 
this electorate”.
The 2017-20 Parliamentary 
term was Jonathan’s fi rst 
in opposition and he’s been 
busier than ever.
“Constituent work is 
incredibly important to 
an Electorate MP and 
throughout this term, I’ve 
been able to help out a 
huge number of people. 
Immigration, tax, health and 
employment issues have 
been the biggest concerns, 

but you never know from 
one day to the next who’s 
going to come through the 
door needing assistance with 
a problem.”

Added to that, Jonathan 
has earned the portfolios 
of Energy and Resources, 
Regional Development 
(North Island) and Arts, 
Culture and Heritage.
“It’s highly appropriate that 
those three portfolios are all 
held by the New Plymouth 
MP – we are the Energy 
capital of the country, we’ve 
shown great innovation and 
enthusiasm for achieving 
infrastructure projects, and 
our creative and cultural 

reputation is second to none 
in the country.”
New Plymouth National 
Party Chair Kevin Murphy 
said Jonathan Young has 
been a tremendous servant 
for the electorate.
“Jonathan has a strong 
involvement in youth 
development, the arts, 
energy and business. 
He brings tremendous 
experience and enthusiasm 
and we’re thrilled to have 
him as our candidate.
“I’m looking forward to the 
Election 2020 campaign. 
National has fresh ideas, 
strong values and practical 
plans to get New Zealand 
working again!”

Jonathan Young selected for National

Jonathan Young



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, June 4, 2020 NEWS       7

233 Carrington Street, New Plymouth
www.asimplecremation.co.nz
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Helping Taranaki families with a range of simple, 
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HOME KILL MEAT PROCESSING
*  Beef  *  Pork  *  Sheep
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Phone: 06 761 8999 |  027 422 4394
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We stock a wide range of batteries 

and automotive accessories

38 Ihaia Rd, Opunake
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Powering a way through Manaia

Veteran actor Bruce Allpress 
died on April 23, aged 89 He 
had been suffering from Motor 
Neurone disease (amytrophic 
lateral sclerosis). His fi ve children 
were at his bedside. 

Bruce spent his formative years 
in Dunedin and got the acting bug 
when his mother took him to see 
a stage production.

Although he is best known 
for his acting on television and 
fi lms, he also has worked as a 
director and producer for stage 
productions.

In latter years he owned an 
antique shop in Albany, Auckland 

Obituary Bruce Allpress (1930 – 2020)
called Albany Hill Antiques, 
although this lasted until 2018.

His huge involvement with 
NZ television started in in the 
mid-1960s with the Cheeseman 
Singer series a black-and-white 
minstrel show.

Some of the many television 
shows he acted in included Close 
To Home, High Country, Jocko 
and Hunter’s Gold.  He was a 
regular of the Billy T James show.

Some of the feature fi lms he 
acted in included two fi lms based 
on Ronald Hugh Morrieson’s 
novels The Scarecrow (US: 
Klynham Summer) and Came A 

Hot Friday.  Both fi lms won 
awards in New Zealand and 
overseas. In Came A Hot 
Friday he acted with the 
great Billy T James of whom 
he said, “With Billy it was 
more party than work.” Other 
fi lms he acted in included, 
Beyond Reasonable Doubt,  
Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers, The Piano and The 

BMX Kid.
His fi nal fi lm was Rest for 

the Wicked in 20011.
Among his awards he 

won two Feltex Best Actor 
awards in 1981 and 1983 for 
Jocko.

Actor Peter Elliot 
commented, “Bruce was an 
icon of the era.”

Bruce Allpress

Opunake Discounter has 
changed hands just months 
into fi rst opening late last year.

The new owners are Gurpreet 
Kaur and Sukhvir Singh who 
took over just after the Level 
Four Lockdown ceased.

The couple from Hawera 
who previously owned the 
Hospital Dairy in Hawera 
for 7 years were attracted 
to Opunake because it was 
near the beach and they 
“wanted a change”. They 
are living in Opunake with 
their three children aged 
14, 10 and 7 who are all 
attending schools in Opunake.

Opunake Discounter was 
closed over the lockdown.

Since opening, Gurpreet 
said business “is picking 
up”. In terms of the superette 
everything is much the same 
she said and will continue to 
sell takeways including their 
popular  chicken and chips, 
cone ice creams, fruit and 
veges and grocery items. Their 
opening hours are unchanged.

T h e y ’ v e  a l s o 
retained the same staff

Gurpreet commented on 
the friendly welcoming 
community. “People have 
been coming in with cards 
and f lowers,”  she said 
adding it had been “lovely”.

Some of the people she 
already knows from Hawera 

New owners welcomed

and added “quite a few 
have moved to Opunake”. 

Prior to owning the dairy in 
Hawera they lived in Auckland 
but clearly have no regrets 
about moving to Taranaki.

“It’s much nicer and a bit 
cheaper,” said Gurpreet 
adding there’s “no rush” 
and it’s a better life style.

They also enjoy walking 
and  have  been  to  the 

top of Mount Taranaki 
“once”  sa id  Gurpree t .

She also had some nice 
c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e 
Opunake & Coastal News 
which they used to stock 
for people in Hawera and 
used to read themselves. 

 “People like it,” said 
Gurpreet adding that people 
would come in religiously 
every second week to get it.  

From left  Sukhvir Singh,  Gurpreet  Kaur and 
Mandeep Singh from Opunake Discounter delighted 
with the welcome they’ve received from locals.

In 1901 New Zealand was 
invited to become a state of 
Australia. In January 1901 
the  Australian colonies (as 
they were then) federated to 

become the Commonwealth 
of Australia.

Premier (later renamed 
prime minister) Richard Sed-
don appointed a Royal Com-

mission  (chaired by lawyer 
albert Pitt) recommended 
against  joining, because of  
loss of independence as a 
separate colony and also the 
undermining of a link with 
Great Britain.

NZ declines being a state of AustraliaOn this month in history  
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There is growing pressure 
around the country to get to 
Level 1 when restrictions on 
the economy are a lot less. If 
you’re a business owner, this 
is critical; if you’re a health 
professional then you may 
have a range of thoughts.  
Suffi ce to say (and hopefully 
when you read this), New 
Zealand is seeing no new 
cases for two weeks now. 
That can’t be said for the 
economy as thousands of 
jobs that are being lost every 
week. Here in Taranaki, 
we’ve lost about 1,000 jobs 
to date. Infometrics senior 
economist Brad Olsen has 
forecast Taranaki could 
lose up to 5,500. Let’s 
hope not, because that 
puts individuals, couples, 
families and whanau under 
enormous strain and risk.
The wage subsidy scheme 
has been very supportive to 

A shadow cabinet custom-built for 
the Covid-19 recovery

employees and companies 
during the lockdown period, 
but now we need to help 
businesses get back on their 
feet. The National Party’s 
new leader Todd Muller 
has put rebuilding our 
economy front and centre, 
highlighting our focus on 
protecting jobs.
Continuing the wage 
subsidy scheme relentlessly 
through to the election 

and possibly beyond is not 
addressing the underlying 
issue that businesses have 
lost their working cash fl ow.  
As an example, I was 
contacted last week by the 
owner of a contracting fi rm 
whose workers are ready 
to get on the job, but can’t 
because there’s no cash fl ow 
to fund supplies. That is not an 
isolated case. By not directly 
assisting businesses like this, 
we run the risk of losing 
jobs that would be viable in 
normal circumstances. Their 
loss will continue to create 
longer queues at Work and 
Income offi ces which could 
be avoided by some positive 
action. The longer we wait 
the more businesses will go 
under and the more jobs will 
be lost.
Added to that, the greater 
burden on the Government 
as they pay out Jobseeker 

support and have less 
revenue coming in from 
PAYE and GST. 
The decision to target 
National’s team of 55 MPs 
on Covid recovery should 
be seen as a proactive and 
positive move to get on the 
front foot. Amy Adams, 
coming out of retirement 
to oversee a new Covid-19 
Recovery Portfolio 
demonstrates an innovative 
commitment to fi nding 
practical answers.
National’s MPs each 
contribute real-world 
expertise across all walks of 
life, and everyone is listened 
to as we develop solutions.
We have consistently called 
for fi nancial support for 
businesses. Alongside the 
wage subsidy, injecting 
grants to cover overheads 
would keep operations 
running and protect jobs. 

The tax measures being 
suggested don’t come 
through quickly enough to 
make a difference. 
Todd Muller has highlighted 
the importance of small 
businesses by taking on 
that portfolio. They are 
the beating heart of our 
communities, an essential 
part of the Kiwi way of life. 
It’s great to see that being 
recognised with people 
getting in behind the likes 
of the Go Local Go Taranaki 
campaign.
Last week, Todd Muller 
announced the fi rst part 
of National’s plan to 
deal with the looming 
unemployment crisis, after 
job numbers collapsed by 
a record 37,500 in April. 
The JobStart programme 
provides a $10,000 cash 
payment to businesses for 

each hire they make, aiming 
to create 50,000 new jobs. 
The fi rst $5,000 comes in 
at the beginning of their 
employment and the second 
$5,000 after 90 days.  
Finally, the last thing we 
want is for a resurgence of 
infections and to have to 
go back into lockdown. We 
must protect the gains we’ve 
made and continue to be 
vigilant with our health and 
hygiene practices. 

                   Jonathan Young
MP for New Plymouth 

newplymouthmp@
parliament.govt.nz

National Party 
Spokesperson: Energy & 

Resources 
National Party 

Spokesperson: Arts, Culture 
& Heritage

W ith the health of the nation 
at risk, the Government has 
rightly focussed on the health 
of our people. However its 
prognosis and treatment 
has weighed entirely on 
physical health, in isolation 
of our greater wellbeing. An 
analogy to the now well-
known and practiced Maori 
model of healthcare “Te 
Whare Tapa Whā” the four 
pillars of health – physical, 
spiritual, social/family, and 
mental – would not have been 
amiss in the Government’s 
treatment and response 
remedy for COVID-19. Now 
that the ‘curve’ has fl attened, 
so too has our economy. 
But health and economy are 
connected. The economy 

Worst is yet to be seen and felt
provides for and nourishes 
us and it is the livelihoods of 
workers and business owners 
across New Zealand. The 
subsequent social burdens 
resulting from prolonged 
mandatory shutdown and a 
flattened economy will be 
an over-infl ation in mental 
health presentations, job loss, 
lower household income, 
and isolation, particularly in 
our vulnerable and elderly 
communit ies.  A report 
from think-tank Koi Tū: 
Centre for Informed Futures, 
predicted an impending 
recession could create social 
division and increase rates of 
depression and PTSD. These 
are things we must now plan 
and provide support for.

The  Government  and 
Ministry of Health have 
dominated and commanded 
the response.  Over the 
past few weeks, stories 
have emerged from New 
Z e a l a n d e r s  a d v e r s e l y 
affected by the restrictions 
on freedoms of movement. 
The cracks are starting to 

reveal. Surgeries, treatments, 
diagnoses and general health 
have been side-lined. The 
High Court was called on 
to overturn the Ministry 
of Health’s refusal to let a 
man visit his dying father, a 
woman described a harrowing 
and lonely bir th under 
lockdown restrictions, and a 
family could not farewell or 
grieve their 18-year-old son’s 
death. It calls into question 
the legality of lockdown 
and the overarching control 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e 
Ministry of Health have on 
civil liberties. Parliament 
w a s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 
suspended and replaced by 
daily media briefings and 
controlled communication. 

The Epidemic Response 
Committee was a National 
Party initiative as a means 
to try and retain the public’s 
voice and expression to the 
government when it was 
no longer present via the 
House of Representatives – 
the democratic voice heard 
in Parliament, suspended 
during COVID-19, when it 
could have been retained.

The New Zealand public has 
seemingly relinquished its 
democratic rights to question 
and challenge the lawfulness 
of actions, unhesitatingly 
a c c e p t i n g  a  4 + - w e e k 
lockdown, enamoured by the 
marketing orchestration of a 
Prime Minister dominating 
the public domain. 

It is unheard of for New 
Zealanders to start turning on 
one another, reporting people 
for “breaching” lockdown, 
when in fact the lawfulness 
of the lockdowns and home 
detentions are deliberately 
o b f u s c a t e d .  W e  h a v e 
developed a mob mentality 
so driven out of fear and 
scare-mongering by a leader 
and Government where 
the statistical and scientifi c 
evidence and legal powers 
of jurisdiction simply cannot 
support their positions. 

I t  a l so  ques t ions  the 
“ t r a n s p a r e n c y ”  a n d 
“compassion” of the most 
o p e n  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e s e 
decisions and restrictions 
have prohibited people from 
being with their loved ones 
in times of need, imposed 
sanctions and punishments, 
and impacted wellbeing of 
New Zealanders through the 
crippling of the economy and 
livelihoods.

In  admin i s t e r i ng  t he 
treatment for COVID-19, 
it appears that the Ministry 
of Business, Innovation & 
Employment has had little 
early engagement counter-
balancing the curve with an 
economic-impact strategy. 
As a result, our waka of 
wellbeing has taken a big 
hit. Many enterprises and 
the New Zealand economy 
are struggling to keep afl oat. 
Many businesses and jobs 
are already sunk.  We have 
even more challenging days 
ahead to keep our heads 
above water. 

The worst is yet to be 

continued on page 9.
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seen, and felt.  We are at 
the earliest stages of any 
economic recovery effort, 
which would benefi t if the 
PM’s COVID-19 catch cry 
of “we went hard and we 
went early” were applicable 
to recognising and realising 
the plight of SMEs and the 
New Zealand workforce. The 
Prime Minister said coming 

Worst is yet to be seen and felt
continued from page 8

out of lockdown too soon 
would be “rolling the dice,” 
but it is employers who are 
rolling the dice, as each day 
passes with uncertainty and 
mounting pressure. The state 
of our economy is beyond 
essential, it is critical. We 
now have a local and national 
economy in need of critical 
care. Our economy has, by 

the Government in the early 
response to COVID-19, not 
been deemed as a necessity 
of life.  

Sadly,  our SMEs l ike 
sacr i f ic ia l  l ambs  have 
b e e n  l e a d  a n d  b l e d , 
disproportionately bearing 
the brunt of the Government’s 
Covid-19 response. The 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o o k  t h e 

right steps to contain the 
virus but it’s stalling on 
what to do next. Recently, 
Simon Bridges announced 
National’s plan to get New 
Zealand working again. To 
reduce the damage and save 
jobs, we would for starters 
offer GST cash refunds 
up to $100,000 for small 
businesses and tax incentives 

to boost investment. New 
Zealanders need direct cash 
fl ow and every opportunity 
to get back to work. 

And whilst we all struggle 
in the ongoing and continuing 
days of economic recovery, 
please make sure to shore 
up our local businesses and 
enterprises with as much 

support as we can give them 
to keep them afl oat and their 
heads above water, until such 
time as an economic recovery 
and buoyancy steadies their 
waka and their enterprise. 

Harete Hipango
MP Whanganui

Napoleon Bonaparte

 My earliest recollection 
of the Second World War 
with some clarity was when 
myself and two others stood 
at the school gate and had a 
discussion on the possible 
advent of Russia joining 
the axis powers in Hitler 
wanting to rule the world. 
This discussion was about 
1940  - 1941 so I would 
have been about seven or 
eight years of age.
When Hitler’s forces 
invaded Russia he called 
the invasion Babarosa, but 
by doing so he destroyed 
any collaboration and 
enjoyed the same fate as 
Napoleon some 130 or so 
years earlier.

Mac Sole Episode 19:
The Second World War and Napoleon

I may add a wee bit of trivia 
about Napoleon. He was the 
person who instigated the 
method of street numbering; 
odds on one side and evens 
on the other. Another bit 
of trivia: when Napoleon 
invaded Egypt he discovered 

that the lead bullets could be 
used write - thus the advent 
of the lead pencil.
However, back to my 
childhood and memories 
of Fraser Road. During the 
War one memory was that 
every week a magazine 
called the Auckland Weekly 
had, in the middle pages, 
photographs of servicemen 
killed, wounded or missing. 
It was a very sad read.
 Then there was The Roads 
Home guard, which was 
made up of local men taking 
part in military training, 
aka ‘Dad’s Army.’ Another 
memory was of the trenches 
dug under the hedges on 
the road edges to which 

Jack Hunt (A Maori), who 
did part time work for us 
objected. He was a person 
who was supposedly in 
the First World War. He 
promptly fi lled in the 
trenches as he thought the 
Japanese were not going to 
be around any time soon and 
all the trenches did was kill 
the hedgehogs and such like 
that fell in. Accordingly, 
 
Jack to the best of my 
recollection, was never 
taken to task by the military 
authorities even though such 
action could be considered 
treason.

William Cutfi eld King 
was a farmer, soldier and 
a politician. He was on his 
horse on 8 February 1861 
when  shot and killed while 
tending to his cattle on his 
farm called Woodleigh. 
These days the location is 
the New Plymouth suburb of 
Frankleigh Park.
 His relatives and friends 
have erected a memorial to 
him on Beaumont Crescent.
 It was the time of the fi rst 
Taranaki War (March 1860 
to March 1861), which had 
fl ared up because of the 
purchase of disputed Maori 
land at Waitara. Te Teiri 
sold 600 acres to the Crown 
but the preeminent leader 
Wiremu Kingi and others 
disputed his sole ownership.
There were isolated murders 
and many settlers left their 

William Cutfi eld King (1829 - 1861)

The memorial to Captain W.C. King
farms for the relative safety 
of New Plymouth. Captain 
King was an offi cer in the 
Taranaki volunteers and 
on this fateful day he rode  
to his farm to check on his 
cattle. He was shot and 

wounded by Ngati Ruanui 
warriors. He tried to escape 
but unfortunately his horse 
was also injured. Further 
shots rang out and he was 
killed. He left a wife Eliza 
Mary (died 1911) and two The plaque.

daughters. He is buried at St 
Mary Church cemetery.
 Just prior to his death  
Captain King had just been 
elected to  Parliament, 
representing the electorate 
of Grey and Bell as an 
Independent.
Captain King was born in 
Devon and came to NZ as a 
12-year-old in 1841 on board 
the Amelia Thompson with 
his parents Captain Henry 
King and Mary Anne King. 
His father became the fi rst 
Commissioner of Taranaki.
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Regional Council
Taranaki TalkingTaranaki

Chairman’s chat

Working with people | caring for Taranaki.

info@trc.govt.nz www.trc.govt.nz

Taranaki Regional Council

06 765 7127 TaranakiRC TaranakiRegionalCouncil

Improving lifestyles

Garden adventures shared with

community during lockdown

We’re keeping an eye on the future but the rates on hold

Taking Taranaki forward

Council operations back in full swing

Video: www.trc.govt.nz/backyard-videoVideo: www.trc.govt.nz/backyard-video

Video: www.trc.govt.nz/tupare-tips

Regional Council
Taranaki

Video: www.trc.govt.nz/backyard-video

Video: www.trc.govt.nz/pukeiti-welcome

The Council remains focused on

supporting livelihoods, improving lifestyles

and taking Taranaki forward. These will be

priorities for the entire region as we lift our

heads and move forwards in the coming

months and years.

Ka mihi nui ki a koutou katoa,

greetings to you all. The

Council last week decided

to budget for no change in

general rates (0% rather than

3.8% increase originallya

considered). With the

disruption caused by

the COVID-19 pandemic

uppermost in mind, we’ve

carefully tuned and trimmed

our spending and programmes while

keeping any impacts to an absolute

minimum. Overall, we’re taking a ‘business

as planned’ approach based on the public

consultation and decision-making that went

into the 2018/2028 Long-Term Plan and the

2019/2020 Annual Plan.

It’s clear that two vital ingredients in

Taranaki’s recovery will be the resilience and

community-mindedness of the region’s

people, and the advantages offered by our

environment and natural resources.

Care for the environment and sustainable

use of natural resources have been

consistent and enduring themes of the

Council’s major programmes.

he RiparianThese include t

Management Programme has, which

seen the Taranaki landscape

transformed by millions of native

plants and thousands of kilometres of

fencing along rivers and streams. And

despite COVID-19, record numbers of

plants are going out for planting this

year, paid for by farmers under this

unique partnership with the Council.

We’re expecting a similar result next

year. This programme is bringing

independently verified improvements to

freshwater quality, and the Council’s focus

is already transitioning to maintenance,

monitoring and compliance.

We’re also starting to see encouraging

results in ,Towards Predator-Free Taranaki

which has been embraced enthusiastically

across the region. The programme is still

in its early days but the Council’s own

biodiversity monitoring, as well as

community anecdotes aplenty, suggest it’s

already giving Taranaki healthier ecosystems

where indigenous plants and wildlife can

thrive and grow in numbers.

Meanwhile, the Council’s multi-year

upgrade programme hasat Pukeiti

resulted in new visitor facilities, more

recreational options, better infrastructure

and increased capacity for important

conservation workresearch and . With

domestic tourism set to take on much

greater importance, the Council will

continue with upgrades.the

This will be the second year withrunning

no change to the general rate. There are

minor and largely immaterial changes to

targeted rates for transport and river and

flood control. The Yarrow Stadium targeted

rates continue unchanged, noting that

existing loans and commitments still need

funding, as will any future options. The

works programme remains on hold pending

a careful review of proposals taking into

account changing circumstances.

- David MacLeod, Chair

Emily and Ash produced two videos a

week, covering such topics as the

native creatures and plants arethat

likely to live in backyard ecosystems,

finding out what they are, profiles of

Watch the first video here and see

link to all five ats

www.trc.govt.nz/garden-tips

Taranaki Regional Council keptstaff

themselves busy and productive during

the Level 4 lockdown. One outcome

was two series of short videos whose

usefulness will longto the community

outlive the pandemic response.

Council Dr Emily Robertseducator

teamed up with Rotokare Scenicher

Reserve Trust Ashcolleague,

Muralidhar to produce an 11-part,

series called Backyard Biodiversity.

These videos show families how to

discover, protect and improve their

backyard habitats for native species.

interesting species including mantises,

birds and geckos, and different ways

to help grownative plants and wildife

and thrive .in a backyard setting

Watch the first video here and see

links to all 11 at

www.trc.govt.nz/backyard-

biodiversity

Meanwhile Tūpare’s Mitch Graham

produced five ‘how to’ videos aimed

at home gardens.

The first three videos in the series look

at establishing a tablevege garden,

and the others potting up, andcover

caring for citrus trees.

Around & about
the region

Your Councillors
New Plymouth Constituency

Tom Cloke

David Lean

Charlotte Littlewood

Elvisa Van Der Leden

Craig Williamson

tom.cloke@trc.govt.nz

david.lean@trc.govt.nz

charlotte.littlewood@trc.govt.nz

elvisa.vanderleden@trc.govt.nz

craig.williamson@trc.govt.nz

North Taranaki Constituency

Mike Davey

Donald McIntyre

South Taranaki Constituency

Michael Joyce

David MacLeod (Chair)

Neil Walker

Stratford Constituency

Matthew McDonald

mike.davey@trc.govt.nz

donald.mcintyre@trc.govt.nz

michael.joyce@trc.govt.nz

david.macleod@trc.govt.nz

neil.walker@trc.govt.nz

matthew.mcdonald@trc.govt.nz

Read the newsletter online:

www.trc.govt.nz/talking-taranaki/

Four-year-old Mia Edmonds (pictured) had some

big news to share with her friends as lockdown

restrictions eased. Mia was judged winner of the

Pukeiti Passport Challenge, a summertime

competition to name a new vireya rhododendron

bred by Keith Adams in New Plymouth and

raised at Pukeiti. Mia's choice was 'Rosy Comet'

and the name is now being registered. To qualify

for entry, Mia and other hopefuls had to get

special 'passports' stamped at each of Taranaki

Regional Council's three heritage properties,

Pukeiti, Tūpare and Hollard Gardens, as well as

at Puke Ariki. The prize for Mia and her family is

an overnight stay at the soon-to-be completed

Pukeiti Family Hut.

pukeiti.nzwww.

Mia wins with rosy suggestion

The first farmers involved in Taranaki's Self-Help

Pest Programme are now in the driver's seat,

marking a significant milestone in an expanded

campaign to reduce the predator threat to both

biodiversity and farm production. The new

scheme builds on the long-running Self-Help

Possum Control Programme, expanding it to

mustelids such as ferrets, stoats and weasels.

The expansion came in 2018, in conjunction with

the launch of Towards Predator-Free Taranaki.

Stage 1 is taking place in the Waiwhakaiho

catchment, where Taranaki Regional Council

contractors set up and maintained traps through

an initial knockdown phase. Now the onus is on

the landowners to keep the effort going. The

theprogramme will roll out across the region in

coming years.

trc.govt.nz/pest-milestonewww.

www.trc.govt.nz/pf-taranaki2050

Farmers step up to the mark

Citylink, Connector and Southlink bus

services are running but with changes

to ensure current requirements are

complied with. See

www.trc.govt.nz/covid-19-transport

Pukeiti, Tūpare and Hollard Gardens

remain open, but again all

requirements must be observed.

Any organised public events at these

venues will be limited to appropriate

numbers. See www.trc.govt.nz/covid-

19-guidance/gardens

Taranaki Regional Council offices are

open to the public with all pandemic

response requirements strictly

observed.

And as the video makes clear, the

gardens are primed for visitors.
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POWERLINE FAULTS 
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced 
to a complete powerline rebuild 

           Call: TOP OF THE LINE 
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections

Free advice | Free quotes

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162 

include
3.5 ton Digger Hire, Landscaping,

Demolition Work - Total Section Maintenance
Tree Maintenance  - Firewood

Lawnmowing - Waterblasting - House Painting
Removal of Greenwaster/Inorganic

Contact: DAVE 027 605 8437

SCRAP METAL
BUY & SELL

Available to

Free Pickup of dead whiteware, barbecues,
trampolines, mowers etc.  Cash paid for all

non ferrous & steel.

If you have trouble, ring SOS on the double

* All section maintenance * Firewood for sale
* Chimney sweep services * Light engineering

Contact:
Dave & Maree Collins

027 605 8437
31 King St
OPUNAKE

call 027 605 8437
31 King Street - Opunake

pecialist utdoor ervices

pecialist utdoor ervices

25 year experienced independent contractor
Taranaki owned

include
3.5 ton Digger Hire, Landscaping,

Demolition Work - Total Section Maintenance
Tree Maintenance  - Firewood

Lawnmowing - Waterblasting - House Painting
Removal of Greenwaster/Inorganic

Contact: DAVE 027 605 8437

call 027 605 8437
31 King Street - Opunake

pecialist utdoor ervices

pecialist utdoor ervices

25 year experienced independent contractor
Taranaki owned

Dave’s available for all farm maintenance
digging and all landscaping work.

call 027 605 8437
31 King Street - Opunake

call 027 605 8437
31 King Street - Opunake

Ph: 06 764 7004
Cell: 027 764 7004

Email: elthamtimber@xtra.co.nz

����������

REID BOOKS
ELTHAM

NEW ZEALAND
New books, used books 
and collectible books

Opening hours:
Tues-Fri: 10am-4pm, Sat & Sun: 10am-3pm 

JASON REID
Ph 027 291 4850

160 High Street, Eltham

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

with whatever you need.
and all living aids - we’ll help you

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA

Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

 I could barely believe 
my eyes; bookshop owner 
Jason Reid of Reid Books, 
160 High Street, Eltham 
was holding up the book 
I have been seeking for 
about fi ve years. The book 
in question was the original 
(1963) edition of Ronald 
Hugh Morrieson’s The 
Scarecrow. I must admit I 
was a bit nervous when I 
asked the price, but ended 

A great book from a great bookshop

up relieved. I bought the 
classic book for a very good 
price.

 The book was published 
by Angus and Robertson, 
an Australian publisher, as 
was his next novel Came 
A Hot Friday (1964). Ron 
Morrieson had tried, and 
failed, to get his fi rst two 
brilliant novels published 
in New Zealand, during his 
lifetime.

Inside the book is written 
With Love and Best Wishes 
From Mother, Christmas 
1953. I couldn’t help 
wondering who they were.

 The novel traces the 
fortunes of a down-at-heel 
family the Poindexters 
in a manner where they 
are caught up in a net of 
murderous crime, strange 
happenings, horror, but 
intermixed with humour 

and compassion. It is 
undoubtedly a remarkable 
New Zealand novel. 

 
My particular interest in 

this book was to see the 
dust cover where Ronald 
Morrieson writes from 
Hawera, New Zealand. He 
writes of his life, his family, 
his education, his musical 
interests and his various 
jobs.

 Ron Morrieson has the 
distinction of being the only 
New Zealand writer who has 
had all his novels made into 
feature fi lms. The fi rst line 
in The Scarecrow ‘The same 
week our fowls were stolen 
Daphne Moran had her throat 
cut’ is widely acknowledged 
as the best known in New 
Zealand literature.

 Reid Books is the most 
intriguing bookshop I have 
encountered in a long time. 
It is packed with interesting 
books including biographies 
and many on the history of 
Taranaki. Make sure you 
have plenty of time to spend 
in this fascinating bookshop.

 Not only is Jason friendly 
and helpful he has a 

comprehensive knowledge 
of NZ books and their 
authors. He is also happy to 
seek out books you’d like, 
such as the original edition 
of Came A Hot Friday he 
is sourcing for me from 
Australia.

Reid Books sells new 
books, used books and 
collectables.  The shop is 
open 10am to 4pm Tuesday 
to Friday, as well as 
Saturday and Sunday 10am 
to 3pm. The phone number 
is 027 291 4850. Make sure 
you fi nd time to visit this 
excellent bookshop.

 On June 30 1939 the fi rst 
issue of the Listener was 
published, which was 
owned by the Government. 
The magazine was intended 
to take advantage of the 
increased importance of 
radio broadcasting.
The fi rst Editor was Oliver 

On this month in history: The Listener fi rst published
Duff  and the circulation was 
380,000.
 The magazine had exclusive 
rights to publish radio 
programmes and later on 
television programmes.
The fi rst issue featured the 
‘Golden Days of NZ Rugby’ 
and an article entitled 

‘NZ Greets the King’, but 
ironically, he didn’t come.
 The Listener used to feature 
short stories on a regular 
basis. Dame Joy Cowley 
originally specialised in 
short stories before her 
fame as a children’s writer. 
However, she had to put up 

with over 50 short stories 
being rejected before her 
fi rst one was accepted for 
publication, by  Monte 
Holcroft, who was Editor by 
this time.
 Eventually, Mr Holcroft 
looked forward to publishig 
Joy Cowley’s short stories.
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Help rebuild our economy 
by going local first. 

Think Local, Go Local, 
Love Taranaki.

visit.taranaki.info

Look out for our ‘Go Local’ badge and spend with confidence 
knowing you’re supporting our local enterprises and our people.
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www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating 
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.
Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to 
your home, business, or farm where ever you live.

Locally operated and 
proud to be part of 
your community 

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

 

Peter Kuriger Engineering & Concrete 
 

 

 

Box Culverts 
June  special  

10% off all Box Culverts 
2m x 2m & 2m x 1m   889 Upper Kaweora Road - Opunake    0274 526 718   -  06 761 8122   

 

 

Hydraulic Rams  
            Leaking, bent or rusted    
                     We Can Fix it! 
    Or build you a new one if required. 

 

www.zodiacsigns.co.nz     06  278  6224

Sign Making   Veh ic le  Graphics     T-Sh i r ts      
Logo Des ign     B us iness  Cards     B u i ld ing  S ignage

From Design to Completion

 Venture Taranaki has 
announced four new Curious 
Minds community science 
projects, bringing the total 
number of projects in the 
region to 46 since 2015, with 
$740,000 in overall funding 
to help local residents test 
their ideas and observations 
with science.

 The four new projects 
span coastal monitoring, 
understanding and possible 
development of natural 
resources, exploring 
virtual reality use amongst 
Alzheimers patients, 
and changing recycling 
behaviours at point of sale.

 “These projects refl ect 
diverse responses to 
opportunities of utilising 
scientifi c research to explore 
the world around us,” says 
Venture Taranaki Chief 
Executive Justine Gilliland. 

 “Curious Minds seeks 
to prompt people to think 
more deeply about the 
world around them and look 
for aspects of their world 
which bear deeper thinking 
or closer scrutiny. We then 
connect these ideas with the 

New Curious Minds projects further connect citizens to science

scientists and other technical 
experts to develop and test 
that thinking.”

 “Fostering this greater 
connection has the potential 
to start a life-long fascination 
with science and innovation 
amongst the younger Curious 
Minds participants, while 
opportunities to develop 
a greater understanding 
and new products is often 
a driver for other project 
groups.”

 “As we look at recovery 
from COVID-19, 
programmes like Curious 
Minds become increasingly 
important. Exploration and 
testing hypothesis and ideas 
can help lead to innovation 
and advancement, not just in 
the studied fi eld, but across 
the board.”

 “This has the potential 
to help us deal with factors 
such as a global pandemic, 
but also to take a more 
analytical look at the world 
around us.”

 Led by Venture Taranaki 
and funded by the Ministry 
of Business, Innovation 
and Employment, Curious 

Minds works with school 
and community groups who 
have questions or ideas 
that can be explored or 
tested with science. Teams 
partner with the science or 
technology expertise to help 
them engage with science 
and understand more about 
topics relevant to them.

 Our Green Ōpunake 
Journey will see Ōpunake 
Kindergarten, Sustainable 
Taranaki explore the 
impacts of point of purchase 
information on recycling 
behaviour. The project will 
collect a baseline of what 
people say they are doing 
versus what they actually do 
when it comes to recycling, 
and then test the impacts of 
presenting shoppers with 
recycling information and 
calls to action on improving 
recycling behaviour, 
culminating in a comparison 
looking to positively shift 
recycling habits. 

 Seachange Surveys is 
a citizen science project 
that aims to help local 
communities monitor 
coastal species - primarily 

kaimoana (seafood) - in 
their rohe moana (coastal 
area). The project is led 
by Wild for Taranaki and 
supported by a wide range 
of community organisations 
and business, including 
Ngā Mahanga a Tairi, 
Taranaki Iwi, Ngā Motu 
Marine Reserve Society, 
Highlands Intermediate, 
Taranaki Green School, 
Omata School, Coastal 
Taranaki School, and Drone 
Technologies NZ. 

 Seachange Surveys will 
provide methods to monitor 
changes over time and allow 
communities to effectively 
manage their kaimoana 
species. The project aims for 
these methods to be simple, 
effi cient and adaptable so 
that they can be applied to a 
range of coastal species and 
sites by varied participant 
groups including school 
groups and local Iwi/Hapu. 

 Papa Pokepoke explores 
the unique features and 
properties of papa/clay 
found within the Ngāti 
Mutunga rohe. The project 
will see scientists from GNS 

and Verum Group worth 
with Ngāti Mutunga to foster 
a greater understanding of 
the physical make-up of 
papa and how it originated 
in Taranaki. The project 
will then investigate 
how this abundant 
resource could provide a 
valuable, sustainable and 
environmentally friendly 

material for building, 
pottery, and rongoa 
(traditional medicinal 
uses). The project also 
offers the opportunity for 
Ngāti Mutunga and their 
community to further 
understand the whenua 
they whakapapa to and to 
strengthen that relationship.

 

Curious Minds projects benefi t Taranaki citizens.
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Office Hours: 8.30am-3.30pm
Hours of Instruction: 8.40am - 3.10pm
Ph: 06 7524022/ Txt: 027 320 1267 

/coastaltaranakischool/

coastaltaranaki.school.nz/

Mā te whānau te tamaiti e puawai
Through collaboration, our learners will thrive.

YOUR SCHOOL OF CHOICE FOR A SEAMLESS EDUCATION
Coastal Taranaki School is a vibrant area school situated in Okato, only thirty kilometers from Taranaki’s main city New Plymouth. 

The school caters for students from Years 0—13 (5 to 18 years old) and offers a variety of learning experiences alongside the core subjects required 
by the New Zealand government. 

Through collaboration, our learners will thrive
Ako

LEARNING ASSISTANT COMMUNICATION WITH WHĀNAU
  During the unprecedented time we are facing and with the change to distance learning during Levels 3 and 
4 of the Covid-19 epidemic, our amazing team of Learning Assistants were busy from their home bubbles 
with weekly calls to every Coastal Taranaki School family.
  The contact with whānau and students was to ensure that everyone is on the same page in regards to 
home based learning programmes, our online platforms delivering teaching content, general wellbeing, 
technical and teaching support. In most cases it was a chance to have a friendly chat and keep our whānau 
up to date on important matters and the transitions through the Alert Levels.

MOTOCROSS
  Early in March our Motocross team produced an amazing result at the first round of King of Schools event in 
Te Kuiti. Liam Hooker finished 5th overall in his class. Overall our school is 8th out of 94 in the primary/inter-
mediate schools. For a lot of our kids it was their first event to ever ride in. We were meant to be heading to 
Rotorua for the next round of competition and hopefully sometime in the future the event will still happen.
Massive thanks to Cooks Honda and Puniho Engineering for all the support in sponsoring our team. 
  The team: Liam Hooker, Ethan Hooker, Curtis Hooker, Josh Burmeister, Te Mokena Walden, Te Ihorangi Walden, 
Ryan King, Te Kaewa Bradley, Luka McLean, Billy McLean and Kyan Cox.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
  During Level 4 lockdown brothers Liam, Ethan and 
Curtis Hooker were keeping busy, they picked up a 
whole bag and a half of people’s rubbish from the 
side of the road. The boys had a big talk with mum 
Brenda about why people shouldn’t litter and the 
effects it could be having on our planet.
  Well done boys! keeping our community and the 
environment a little bit cleaner.

SENIOR STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL
  Our NCEA students were interviewed prior to 
returning to school for Term 2.  I would like to 
express my thanks on behalf of the secondary team 
to our students, whānau and caregivers who 
attended our back to school interviews.  Your 
presence with our NCEA students enabled these 
interviews to be successful. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to reconnect with our students and to 
have a ‘round the table’ chat with all subject teach-
ers present. It assisted us to identify together with 
our students any gaps in their learning due to the 
Covid 19 lockdown and any other issues that have 
arisen from this experience. We have been able to 
put strategies in place to ensure our students will 
still be able to attain their goals for 2020.  Well 
done to those students who attended on their own, 
you showed a great sense of maturity and willing-
ness to succeed.
  On Tuesday morning the Year 9 and 10 students 
were interviewed for a shorter period of time by 
their Levels teachers, Matua Ben and Mr McMorland. 
This recent experience of lockdown affects us all 
and in different ways. Our team believes that 
meeting with our students individually as they 
transitioned back to school was reassuring for them 
to know that we are here to help and support them 
with whatever issues are generated from this 
lockdown experience.

Marian Richardson
Secondary Team Leader

This is just to say
I have broken

the TV
that was in
the lounge

And which
you are

probably 
going to take away

Forgive me
it was 

the hammer’s fault
so hard

and so strong
By Jai Coppen - Room 17

CARETAKER OF 25 YEARS RETIRING 
  Our school caretaker of 25 years Mr Graham 
Dudley has made the very big decision that it is 
now time for him to enjoy some retirement.  While 
we are pleased for Graham and his wife Marie, we 
are also saddened to lose a valued member of our 
team at Coastal Taranaki School.  Graham takes 
immense pride in our school grounds which have 
always been so well presented and cared for.  
Graham had previously been a Dairy Farmer and 
the associated skillset supported him with the 
varied roles and challenges of caring for our school 
buildings and property over these many years.  He 
has seen the school transition from Okato College 
to Coastal Area School, and worked with a number 
of school principals and teachers.  When the COVID 
Levels and restrictions allow us to have a social 
gathering, we will enjoy a celebratory meal with Mr 
Dudley and his family.  In the meantime, we wish 
him good health and a long retirement. 
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*New homes
*Alterations
*Rotary cowsheds
*Herringbone dairy sheds
*Concrete driveways

*Bridges
*Pre-cast silage pits
*Hay barns & implement sheds
*Concrete races
*Repair work

We are a licensed building practitioner and Master Builders member.
Experienced in the design and consent process.

We provide a unique integrated approach to all 
aspects of skin health.

 •  Skin Cancer       •  Acne
 •  Sun Damage       •  Aesthetics
 •  Moles        •  Rashes

Expert Pediatric Care . Southern Cross affiliated
TeleDermatology Available

P / 027 977 9119 . E / info@iderm.co.nz
A / 4 Butlers Lane, Oakura . W / www.iderm.co.nz 

Dr. Lisa Connelly - Dermatologist

Lee Newton - Aesthetician

111A TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
PH: 06 761 8834

AEA STAINLESS
Jetter Tubs

From the odd bolts box
Repair, replace, rebuild mild and stainless steels, bolts, 

pins, bushes, washers or start from scratch!
Concrete cutting, yard galvanised pole repairs and 

same day service! 

49 Egmont St, Kaponga
06 764 6770 or 
021 103 8396

New hosts Kris and Jenny thank the Taranaki 
community. We are looking forward to seeing 
you and bringing many new things your way.

Trading Hours: 
9.30am to late 7 

days a week

Follow our Kaponga Hotel facebook page for daily promotions and updates. 

KAPONGA HOTEL Cafe, bar, restaurant 
and accomodation. Under new management. 

A fortnightly Indian Curry 
night is proving a big hit 
at the Kaponga Hotel. 
The hotel’s new owners 
Kris (Karthik) and Jenny 
(Jahnaui)Chitneni say there 
are  more treats they want 
to introduce in the months 
ahead.

“I want to make this place 
the best place to have a 
fi ne dining experience 
and to have more fun and 
socialising activities,” says 
Kris.

The couple made the shift 
from Auckland and took 
over the hotel on January 
26. They have a four year-
old daughter Bahudha 
who attends the Manaia 
Community Preschool.

Their fi rst visit to Kaponga 
had been in November last 
year when they were looking 
at buying the business.

“I like this place. Not only 
the hotel, but Kaponga, the 
mountain, the people and 
the way they treat each 
other,” says Kris. “I fi nd 
this is a good place for my 
daughter to grow up, and 
she’s learning lots of useful 
things.”

Kris says they are also 
appreciating how it is a 
much more affordable place 
to live than Auckland.

He arrived in New Zealand 
from Hyderabad, India  in 

2008. Later Jenny came over 
and they were married in 
2015. 

Before coming to 
Kaponga, Kris had been 
in the hospitality business 

New hosts settle into life at Kaponga

The new mine hosts at the Kaponga Hotel. Kris Chitneni holding daughter Bahudha, 
with wife Jenny.

for 10 years, while Jenny 
had worked at Sky City in 
Auckland. Since March, 
the team has been joined 
by former Sky City chef  
Arash  Arshdeep, who Jenny 

knew from her days working 
there. While Arash looks 
after the kitchen along with 
local Rochelle Saunders, and 
Jenny, who also looks after 
the café, Kris looks after the 
bar.

The hotel is open from 
9.30am till late seven days 
a week, and the Café serves 
brunch and lunch from 
9.30am-2.30pm every day. 
Dinner is available from 
4pm-9pm.

The Kaponga Lions Club 
have their regular monthly 
meetings here. 

The Indian Curry nights 
held every second Sunday 
have proved particularly 
popular.

“Many people love our 
Indian curries as they are 
authentic,” says Kris. The 
curries, whether sit-down 
or takeaway have to be pre-
ordered so that the right mix 
and quantities are made.

“A couple of weeks ago 
we cooked 80 orders,” says 
Kris.

As winter kicks in, he 
hopes to be able to have roast 
meals on the Sunday nights 
when the curries aren’t being 
served.

The café has a new brunch 
and lunch menu which 
includes gluten-free options, 
and dishes can be customised 
to meet diners’ needs.

As well as the bar, café and 
restaurant, there is also the 
accommodation available, 
with fi ve refurbished rooms, 
two single and three double, 
all with a view of Mt 
Taranaki in all its majestic 
splendour. 

Kris has yet to venture 
up the mountain but hopes 
to do so one day. He says 
he is looking forward to 
becoming more active in the 
local community. This may 
include helping others in 
need. Having played cricket 
when living in India, it could 
also include sponsorship 
of local sports or other 
activities.

Subcontractors will have 
greater certainty, more 
cashfl ow support and job 
security with new changes to 
retention payments under the 
Construction Contracts Act 
says Minister for Building 
and Construction, Jenny 
Salesa.

A recent review of the 
retentions money regime 
showed that most of the 
building and construction 
sector is complying with 
the Act. However, there is 
more work to be done to 
protect subcontractors in two 
particular areas - fi rstly, to 
prevent co-mingling retention 
money with working capital, 
and secondly to provide 
clear, regular and useful 
information on where and 
how retention money is held. 

“We have listened to the 
sector and are making the 
necessary changes to ensure 
our builders, plumbers, 

electricians, and other 
tradies are better protected 
in the unfortunate event of 
developer or construction 
fi rm insolvency” Jenny 
Salesa said.

“We know when big 
contractors fall over, it’s the 
subcontractors that are hit the 
hardest. This Government is 
delivering security for our 
subbies.

The changes include:   
introducing a new 
offence and penalties for 
company directors and 
fi rms who don’t comply 
with their responsibilities, 
strengthening how retention 
money is held to prevent 
fi rms from dipping in to 
retention money to use 
as working capital, and  
requiring those holding 
retention money to issue 
a transparency statement 
stating how much is being 
held and where.

“These changes will give 
subcontractors greater 
confi dence that contractors 
holding retention money are 
looking after it. They will 
be able to clearly see where 
and how this money is being 
held.

A new offence will be 
introduced to improve 
compliance, with the penalty 
for failing to comply being 
a fi ne up to $50,000 for 
company directors and 
$200,000 for fi rms.

“These changes will share 
risk more fairly across 
clients, head contractors and 
subcontractors, and reduce 
the fi nancial burden on 
small to medium businesses, 
which make up the majority 
of the construction sector.”

The changes also support 
objectives from the 
Construction Sector Accord, 
a shared commitment 
between government and 

industry to transform the 
construction sector. 

Under the Accord’s 
Construction Sector 
Transformation Plan, 
there is an expectation 
that all Accord members 
will comply with the 
retentions regime – holding 
retention money separately 
and proactively sharing 
information on their accounts 
with subcontractors.

“Ultimately, this 
Government is making 
common-sense changes to 
the Construction Contracts 
Act to give certainty to our 
subcontractors, who are the 
backbone of the building and 
construction sector and are 
essential to the COVID-19 
economic recovery” said 
Jenny Salesa.

Delivering security for 
construction subcontractors
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Nga mihi o te wa ki a koe me to whanau  
Greetings to you and your family

Welcome to the new look teaching and learning with COVID Level 2 
at Opunake High School. We continue to focus on well being as our 
Number 1 priority post-COVID lockdown and our transition down 
the COVID levels.

Growing good people for a rapidly changing world is what we do, 
and all of our students and sta� are leading the way with hygiene 
in COVID Level 2. We are sanitising our hands prior to each class, 
ensuring that all contact points are cleaned with disinfectant 
and contact tracing as part of our COVID Level 2 protocols. The 
�rst two weeks of school at COVID Level 2 have been focused on 
reconnecting and re-establishing relationships with all sta� and 
students and consolidating the learning that happened with our 
Learning @ Home online/distance programme during COVID 
Lockdown. With the government announcement last week we are 
now in a position to start training and practicing with all sports 
teams. The planning by the various sporting bodies including School 
Sport NZ, Sport Taranaki and its partners means that the appropriate 
risk mitigation measures will be in place before season start dates 
for each team.  Ongoing, these plans and measures will be updated 
as new guidelines are announced by the Government and will be 
updated on our website and usual media platforms.

The mobile dental clinic which visits Opunake High School during the 
start of Term 2 has been impacted by the COVID lockdown. Since the 
clinic is unable to visit school, dental clinic sta� are contacting whanau 
directly to meet student needs and o�er advice and assistance 
where needed. Our Public Health Nurse is available at school for all 
students every Monday and she can be accessed through the main 
o�ce. Our Guidance Counsellor continues to be available for all 
students and she can be contacted through the main o�ce or email  
guidance@opunake.school.nz 

Academic success is the core business of our school, currently we 
are investigating changes to Academy Day to enable all of the senior 
students to focus on their NCEA assessments in a supported manner 
with their teachers. This will mean that senior students will have one 
day every two weeks to focus exclusively on their academic NCEA 
assessments. Our Junior students have started their Trimester Two 
courses and all junior students will continue with their Academy day 
that is linked to our good person pro�le and focused on what we can 
do to contribute to our community.

The renovation of the school has restarted after the COVID lockdown, 
with the Science block having the roof upgraded and the exterior 
of the block being completely repainted. The gym is currently 
undergoing renovation and this is expected to be completed by 
the start of Term 3. Next on the renovation schedule is the hall and 
parts of the administration block and the AE room. The BOT is also 
investigating other classroom upgrades throughout the school to 
upgrade teaching and learning spaces for the bene�t of all students 
and sta�.

If you have any questions, concerns or feedback do not hesitate to 
get in touch. 

Noho ora mai ano  
Peter O’Leary - Principal

 from the  
Principal,,,

@OpunakeHighSchool @OpunakeHigh

LOOKING FOR SOME EXTRA NEWS?
CHECK OUR WEBSITE or SOCIAL MEDIA:

BACK FROM LOCKDOWN, BACK TO LEARNING
It was almost as if no-one had 
ever been away. It was almost 
like a deadly virus had not spread 
around the world like wild-�re. 
Almost.

On Monday 18th May, Opunake 
High School reopened its doors to 
students as the COVID Lockdown 
Level 2 changed so that school was 
deemed safe to continue learning.

Of course things are di�erent at 
OHS now, students are sanitising 
as they enter the classroom each 
lesson, and disinfecting workspaces 
as they leave. We are trying our best 
to maintain safe distances from 
others where possible.

As the allowable numbers for 
gathering in groups has lifted, sports 
are starting to get back underway 
although most competitions won’t 
be re-starting until Term 3. Coaches, 
managers or teachers in charge will 
be in touch about each respective 
sport and when practices and 
games will commence.

Over the lock-down we held our 
�rst ever online Iwi by compiling 
video from our sta� and student 
leaders into one larger YouTube 
clip (this is still available online). 
YouTube Iwi will continue for a 
large part of 2020, as our hall will 
be out of action for most of Term 
3 as well. 

What has been most impressive 
about our students has been 
how quickly everyone has settled 
back into their learning. Our sta� 
have taken a measured approach, 
checking our student well being 
while trying to gauge what online 

learning had been completed. Our 
seniors are well and truly getting 
stuck into their NCEA work, with 
our Year 9 and 10’s actually starting 
a whole new trimester on their �rst 
day back (as if there wasn’t enough 
other new things happening!) 

The sta� and students at Opunake 
High School are a remarkable 
bunch, each and everyone 
deserves congratulating along 
with a virtual handshake - we’re 
practicing keeping safe distances 
after all.

OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL  
CONTACT DETAILS 

P: 06 761 8723
Attendance: 0800 288 363
Tasman Street, Opunake 4616
PO Box 4, Opunake 4645
www.opunake.school.nz
admin@opunake.school.nz

UPCOMING EVENTS 
OPUNAKE HIGH

End of Term 2 - July 3rd
Start of Term 3 - July 20th
School Ball - August 8th

@opunakealumni

ALL EVENTS AFTER MAY 11th SUBJECT TO SCHOOL & FACILITIES RE-OPENING

CHARLIE CARR

How has it been settling into OHS? 
I’ve met loads of new friends, love 
the sports, teachers, academies and 
classes and really hope we can go 
back soon!

What have you enjoyed most? 
I have really enjoyed sustainability 
academy days especially when we 
went up to Tongaporutu! Also the 
sports days have been loads of fun.

What do you think of the junior 
curriculum? 
I think that the junior curriculum is 
really interesting and has given me 
loads of new learning experience!

What was the best thing about lock 
down? 
Having no routine and just 
freestyling it everyday - waking up 
late, chillaxing and going to bed 
super late. Not to mention hanging 
out with my family!

KRIMZIN KATIPA

How has it been settling into OHS? 
I’ve settled into Opunake High very 
well.

What have you enjoyed most? 
De�nitely the Gala last term

What do you think of the junior 
curriculum? 
I think it’s a good curriculum as I feel 
I can adapt to those standards

What was the best thing about 
lock down? 
Probably working hard on the work 
that I have to complete because I 
have nothing else to do.

CARIS BRADFORD

How has it been settling into OHS? 
Settling in has been okay for me as 
I knew quite a few people before 
coming to OHS

What have you enjoyed most? 
Getting to know other people.

What do you think of the junior 
curriculum? 
There are a lot of subjects to choose 
from at OHS meaning you have a 
big chance on doing your favourite 
subject.

What was the best thing about lock 
down? 
Taking my time to do my work, 
sometimes I feel rushed in the class 
room!

CHERIE CHICHERITA

How has it been settling into 
OHS? 
I feel really welcome when I come 
to Opunake High School and all the 
sta� and teachers are very kind

What have you enjoyed most? 
I enjoyed my time at OHS especially 
when I take all the subjects where I 
learn a lot more things.

What do you think of the junior 
curriculum? 
Junior Curriculum is really great, it 
gave me ideas on the expectations 
of teachers on the students when 
you reach senior level.

What was the best thing about 
lock down? 
I’ve spent more time with my 
family and it also helped me to 
focus on my school work since I 
am comfortable working at home. 

In Trimester 1, Charlie took Tall 
Stories (Art), 1 2 In�nity & beyond 
(Maths), Sustainable Future (Social 
Science), Graphics 101, Cirque de 
Soliel (Health/PE) & Fantastic Beasts 
(Science)

In Trimester 1, Krimzin took Tall 
Stories (Art), 1 2 In�nity & beyond 
(Maths), Sustainable Future (Social 
Science), Micro Organisms (Science), 
Music Performance - Grade 1 & 
Problem? What Problem! (Maths)

In Trimester 1, Caris took Film, 
Summer Sports, Creative Writing, 
Disaster (Social Science), Photography 
101 & Plant Growing.

In Trimester 1, Cherie took Film, 
1 2 In�nity & beyond (Maths), 
Sustainable Future (Social Science), 
Graphics 101,  Photography 101 & 
Plant Growing.

WHAT DO Y9’S THINK ABOUT OPUNAKE HIGH?

CHERIE CHICHERITA

How has it been settling into OHS? 
I feel really welcome when I come 
to Opunake High School and all the 
sta� and teachers are very kind

What have you enjoyed most? 
I enjoyed my time at OHS especially 
when I take all the subjects where I 
learn a lot more things.

What do you think of the junior 
curriculum? 
Junior Curriculum is really great and 
it gave me ideas on the expectations 
of teachers on the students when 
you reach senior level.

What’s been the best thing about 
lock down? 
I’ve spent more time with my family 
and it also helps me to focus on 
my school work since I am more 
comfortable working at home. 
However I do want to know when 
school starts again?

In Trimester 1, Cherie is taking 
Film, 1 2 In�nity & beyond (Maths), 
Sustainable Future (Social Science), 
Graphics 101,  Photography 101 & 
Plant Growing.

CLOCKWISE (from top L): Head Girl Meg Gibson addressing Year 9 students during our online Iwi, Detroit Rameka 
busy working away on a landscape drawing, our Tiny Home Builders got straight back onto the job site completing 
foundations for their building project, Mr Geo� Watt just being Mr Watt.

Academy Day for Years 9 & 10 - Starts June 12th
Senior NCEA Study for Years 11-13  - Starts June 12th
Senior Art, Govett Brewster Top Art Exhibit - June 22nd



Promote your business or event in our area, call us on:
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR AREA?

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, extending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga
& Eltham.

We want to be involved with your business. 

Call today and discuss your marketing options with us.
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HAWERA KITCHENS. 
THE KITCHEN BROTHERS.

Contact Klint or Lance
24 Glover Rd, Hawera | 06 278 7044

info@hawerakitchens.co.nz

It’s not too late to book your 
SHED  MAINTENANCE 

for winter

Have you got yours booked?

WAREA
Call today or Email us at coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri  9am to 4pm

Thurs 9am to Late (Sat by appointment)

06 764 7475
164 High Street, Eltham

Book on line via facebook.com/Stylz164

Hairdressers and Barbers

  

Animal advocacy group 
SAFE say thousands of birds 
will be injured this duck 
shooting season.

Projectiles released when 
a shotgun shell is fi red can 
spread out to hit non-target 
birds fl ying nearby, and 
these birds can lie in agony 
for hours until they fi nally 
die, say SAFE.

“An estimated 200,000 
birds will be needlessly 
maimed in New Zealand 
this season,” says SAFE 

The hidden victims of the duck shooting season

The intended victims of the duck shooting season.

Campaigns Manager 
Marianne Macdonald.

“New Zealand is home 
to many species of ducks 
and other water birds, each 
with their own charming 
characteristics and unique 
beauty. Australia has already 

banned duck shooting in 
three states.” Macdonald 
says duck shooting is 
inherently cruel and New 
Zealand should take 
Australia’s lead on the issue.

“Overseas studies indicate 
wounding rates from duck 

shooting could be between 
about 10% and 30%. To 
understand the impact of 
this causal violence, SAFE 
is asking the Government to 
commission an independent 
review of injury rates.

Our next issue 
is June 21. We 
welcome your 
contributions.  Call 
us on 06 761 7016.

 Lesley Dowding of the 
Okato-Oakura Co-operating 
Parish received a rewarding 
phone call last week from 
the TSB Trust. They were 
granting the parish $2,000 
to go towards the existing 
scheme of providing food 
parcels for those families 
in need. The message 
was: “We wish to give 
you $2000 for all the work 
in the community as a 
one off. It will not affect 
your grant application.” 
Lesley’s reaction? “I 
was overwhelmed and 
humbled.” She added, “I am 
amazed and did not expect 
this.”

Lesley thought it 
remarkable because no 
application had been lodged 
for this grant. Lesley had 
recently sent an application 
on behalf of the Parish for a 
Capital grant. She mentioned 
the Parish’s activities during 
Covid 19, Level 4 at the 
end of an email to the TSB 
Trust, and subsequently was 
interviewed. The TSB Trust 
had heard about the scheme 
by word of mouth as the 
help to date had been much 
appreciated.

The recipients of food 
parcels are families who 
need assistance, as well as 
those recently bereaved. 
They also did random acts 

Generous grant to help needy

An example of a food parcel to help a family in need.

of kindness to families with 
four or more children. So 
far about 15 families have 
benefi ted from the Coastal 
areas of Warea, Pungarehu, 
Okato and Oakura.

Lesley explained that 
the Okato Fire Brigade 
are a major donor to this 
worthwhile scheme through 
their annual Christmas 
appeal. A local business 
also gave generously as did 
individuals who were aware 

of the scheme. The Church 
Council of the Okato-
Oakura Co-operating Parish 
also set aside some funds 
during Covid 19, to use to 
create the parcels.

As well as food parcels 
being provided, vouchers 
have been bought and given 
by the partner church St 
James to families in the 
Oakura area. These are 
redeemable at the Oakura 
Four Square. In Okato, 

where St Paul’s Church, 
is situated, a similar 
scheme provides vouchers 
redeemable at the Okato 
Four Square.

 Lesley is grateful to the 
TSB Trust, others donors 
and helpers for their 
kindness. 

We congratulate Lesley 
and her supporters for 
this valuable example of 
Christian benevolence in 
action.



For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
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www.corkillsystems.co.nz

5 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE
FREEPHONE: 0800 107 006 PH: 06 761 7531 - FAX 06 761 7336

Check out our new website

5 TASMAN ST5 TASMAN ST5 T , OPUNAKEASMAN ST, OPUNAKEASMAN ST

www
Check out our new website

Silent Diesel and Industrial 
Tractor Mount Generators

For Dairy Sheds, Houses, Pump Sheds and 
Commercial Sites

Sizes to suit all situations
A full range of cabling and outlet options to suit your 

personal requirements 

Tractor Mounts Features:
• Supplied with weather

proof cover
• Dials facing cab (one 

man operation)
• Heavy Duty Driveshaft
• Heavy Duty Construction
• 1000RPM Direct PTO

Driven (no gearbox or 
belts)

• Backup and Repair
Service for all Generators

I recently came across 
marketing material from a 
fertiliser company touting 
the importance of sulphur 
fertiliser. In their rundown of 
why sulphur is the “Unsung 
Hero,” they went so far 
as to claim that sulphur is 
rarely found in excess and 
is more often defi cient. 
While this is defi nitely true 
for certain soil types, as a 
blanket statement this claim 
is misleading. In fact, our 
tendency to throw sulphur 
fertiliser at our pastures 
without fully understanding 
the consequences could be 
causing more trouble than 
good. How so?

Let’s consider pasture 
sulphur levels. Levels 
considered suffi cient for 

optimal pasture growth and 
health are in the range 0.27 
- 0.32% DM. Of 250 client 
pasture samples (ryegrass/
clover) taken from across the 
country <30% of samples 
had herbage sulphur levels 
identifi ed as low with respect 
to active pasture growth.

Sulphur Fertiliser – unsung hero
or unintended foe?

Emily House.

The dietary sulphur range 
considered optimum for 
animal health is between 0.21 
– 0.30% DM. Interestingly 
~85% of pasture samples 
were above the optimal 
range for animal health, 
and ~70% above the range 
for optimal plant growth.  
Basically, a large proportion 
of pasture samples have 
excess sulphur with respect 
to animal requirements.

Other than in the context 
of high sulphur swede and 
kale crops, the notion that 
livestock may be consuming 
too much sulphur receives 
very little attention.  But like 
other nutrients, sulphur can 
be consumed in excess at 
levels that can be harmful.

I recognise it’s possible our 
sample population is biased, 
as farmers come to us because 
they are experiencing animal 
health issues and limitations 
to production that they 
haven’t otherwise been able 
to solve. In the majority of 
cases excess dietary sulphur, 
while not the sole cause, is 
implicated in these health 
and production issues. 

In fact, it has previously 
been identifi ed that diets 
containing 0.3-0.5% 
showed reduced animal 

performance.  “There is a 
very real possibility that 
you are limiting your cows’ 
productivity by the effects 
of high sulphur” Dan Gould, 
Colorado State University 
Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital

At >0.4% DM sulphur can 
become toxic, and cases of 
polio encephalitis in sheep, 
lambs and cattle have been 
reported with dietary levels 
as low as 0.4% DM. With 
20% of our client herbage 
samples with pasture 
sulphur at or above this level 
that represents a signifi cant 
risk to animal health and 
performance.

I’d argue it’s time we took 
a more considered approach 
to the use of sulphur 
fertiliser. More sulphur isn’t 
always better and very rarely 
is it the panacea required to 
increase production.  Before 
you apply sulphur fertiliser, 
consider the impact soil 
moisture, soil temperature 
and microbiological activity 
are having on your soil 
Sulphate Sulphur test results. 
Including Organic Sulphur 
and Total Sulphur in your 
soil test will give you a much 
better idea of the overall 
sulphur status of your soils. 
Pair it with a herbage test 
and you can be even more 

confi dent with your decision 
to apply sulphur fertiliser or 
not.

By applying unnecessary 
sulphur fertiliser to our 
pastures, we are at best 
wasting money on nutrient 
we don’t need, and at 
worst we’re limiting 
the productivity of our 
livestock. So, ask yourself 
what impact sulphur is 
having on productivity and 
animal health outcomes on 
your farm? Is it your unsung 
hero, or could it be your 
unintended foe?

Emily House
5th Business Agri



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, June 4, 2020 FARMING      19

EFFLUENT & WATER
021 289 5999 ANTON
www.flexitanksnz.com

Call 021 382 373

#MADE FOR NZ

Price excludes GST, savings including GST. Promotion period runs from 1 May – 31 July 2020. Available only while stocks last.

Get a no-nonsense farm bike that’s been 
designed for New Zealand conditions – day 

in and day out. All day, every day reliable.

DR200SE TROJAN

$4,799+GST

SAVE  $480

EVERYDAY 
RELIABLE

Get a no-nonGet a no-nonGet a no-nonGet a no-non
ddeeesigned signed signed signed signed signed 

in and din and din and din and d

SSSS

EVEEVEEVEEVEEVEEVEEVEEVEEVEEVE
RELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLERELIABLE

#MADE FOR NZ

58-62 Leach St, New Plymouth

Ph 06 758 4449

The Government’s revised 
stance on freshwater 
regulation validates the 
serious concerns raised in 
this region and elsewhere 
about its original proposals, 
says Taranaki Regional 
Council Chair David 
MacLeod.

“We all want our 
waterways to be healthier 
– we share that goal with 
the Government,” says Mr 
MacLeod. “However, we 
had major concerns about 
the ability of the original 
proposals to deliver. We 
told Wellington their initial 
plans would have brought 
unpredictable and likely 
only marginal environmental 
benefi ts, but would have 
taken a very heavy toll on 
the social and economic 
well-being of this region and 
many others.

“The announcement 
indicates the Government 
is moderating its approach 
and seeking to build a 
more worthwhile, rational, 
science-based freshwater 
regulation regime. We’re 
still working though the 
details. But in general, this 
change of stance is to be 
welcomed. The Council’s 
strong and evidence-
based submissions were 
substantially agreed with 
and key changes made.”

Notably, the Government 
has delayed any decision on 

a key nutrient limits pending 
further analysis of their 
worth, rather than going 
ahead with strict limits that 
one study estimated would 
cost $100,000 each for up 
to a third of the region’s 
farms, threatening their 
viability. It has also not 
proceeded with proposals to 
universally use OverseerFM 
in water regulations – the 
Council strongly advised the 
OverseerFM model was not 
fi t for that purpose.

“We’re delighted the 
Government agrees 
OverseerFM is best used 
as originally intended - 
for farmers to review and 
improve on-farm nutrient 
management,” Mr MacLeod 
says.

The Government has 
also eased up on an initial 
proposal to impose a blanket 
5m setback for all riparian 
fencing, saying now that 3m 
is the minimum. Importantly 
for Taranaki, all existing 
Council riparian plan 
fencing can remain and will 
be accepted as compliant, 
which the Council strongly 
advocated for. 

The Government has also 
backed off what would have 
been harsh constraints on 
dairying in the Waingongoro 
catchment, instead 
progressively targeting 
freshwater farm plans by 
which dairy farmers can 

Taranaki voice heeded in new freshwater measures

David MacLeod.

implement farm-specifi c 
management to improve 
effi ciency and reduce off-
site effects.

Overall, Mr MacLeod says 
it’s clear the Government 
has taken account of many 
of the points made in the 
Council’s submission. 

Mr MacLeod says that 
Government was fi rmly 

reminded the Taranaki 
region has, over time, 
collectively demonstrated 
strong commitment to 
improving freshwater 
health, taking carefully 
considered long-term action 
and spending millions of 
dollars on interventions of 
proven effectiveness. 

“If anything, the original 

proposals threatened to 
undo a lot of good work 
and goodwill and bring 
hardship and deprivation 
to communities engaged in 
productive and sustainable 
enterprise. We are still 
working through the 
amended proposals, but 
we’re encouraged that the 
voice of reason appears to 
have been heard, at least in 
part.

“We all know we have 
more to do in both our rural 
and urban areas, but Taranaki 
people know how to roll up 
our sleeves and keep moving 
forward – we’ve consistently 
led and shown New Zealand 
that it is not about endlessly 
changing plans, policies, 
meetings and paper – it’s 
on-the-ground actions that 
change and improve our 
environment.”

Changes to central 
government Essential 
Freshwater regulations 
refl ect farmer feedback, 
Federated Farmers says.

“While we’re still working 
through the detail, the 
high level policy decisions 
indicate the government has 
heeded some of the rural 
sector concerns,” Federated 
Farmers environment 
spokesperson Chris Allen 
says.

“What farmer groups seek 
now is the opportunity for 
input to ensure the fi nal 
regulations and National 
Policy Statement matches 
the intent of the policies. And 
if the regulations are shown 
to be fl awed or impractical, 
the government needs to be 
open to changing them.”

“Farmers and rural 
communities put a lot 
of time and effort into 
providing feedback on 
the initial proposals, 
outlining concerns with the 
practicality and cost, and the 
lack of recognition of work 
already underway on-farm.

“The thousands of people 
who turned out at meetings 
up and down the country, 
organised by Federated 
Farmers and industry bodies 
Beef & Lamb NZ and 
DairyNZ, showed a level 

of unprecedented concern. 
As a result there have been 
much needed changes to 
timeframes, some of the 
water quality limits and rules 
around stock exclusion.

“The proposals still have 
some sharp edges that will 
bite our farmers and rural 
communities at a time when 
we need it least,” Chris says.

“Given there is no further 
opportunity for us to provide 
input into the national 
framework, as it will now 
become law, Federated 
Farmers is now focused on 
ensuring these proposals 
have an appropriate 
implementation plan.

“We want to work with 
the government and 
regional councils to this 
end. In particular we want 
to ensure there are no more 
amendments to national 
freshwater objectives so 
farmers know what they’re 
working towards.

“As we’ve been saying all 
along, we want regulation 
that recognises and responds 
to the good work farmers are 
doing, and the importance 
of food production to our 
communities.”

“That means supporting 
farmers to fi nd the high value 
actions for improving water 
quality at a farm level in 
the catchments and hotspots 

where it is needed, building 
on the work farmers have 
been doing around fencing 
streams and rivers, planting 
riparian strips, covenanting 
land with outstanding 
biodiversity and investing in 
improved effl uent systems.”

“There have been 
much needed changes 
to timeframes, some of 
the water quality limits 
and rules around stock 
exclusion.”

Freshwater package responds 
to rural communities’ anxiety
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Untreated ground up waste wood
Raw material stockpiled then ground to order

Delivered to your farm
10m3 truck loads
65m3 truck loads

0800 222 707
21 Paraite Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth 
PO Box 7021, New Plymouth 4341

BHL has a full range of proven calf meals and 
milk powder at very competitive pricing.

Ring for details: Peter Steele 027 206 7540
Rob Topless 027 247 1658 | Office 0800 222 707

Calf Meal

The Winter Grazing 
Action Group says farmers 
are taking steps to improve 
wintering systems despite 
the challenges of COVID-19 
restrictions and weather 
events.

Action group chair Dr 
Lindsay Burton said it was 
important everyone worked 
together to ensure farmers 
had the right tools to get 
through winter.

“Ensuring you follow 
a gradual transition plan 
when moving your animals 
from pasture to crop and 
back again will help prevent 
issues. This is particularly 
important for cattle wintered 
on fodderbeet,” says Dr 
Burton.

“For farmers, the focus 
heading into winter should 
be on providing the right 
feed at the right time, as well 
as shelter and easy access 
to drinking water. Doing 
this should have the fl ow-
on effect of limiting stock 
movement and help reduce 
damage to crop and soil.”

Farmers and rural 
professionals should refer 
to the levy organisations 
websites – Beef+LambNZ, 
DairyNZ & Deer Industry 
NZ. They have advice 
on good winter grazing 
practices and specifi c 
recommendations for 

Good grazing practices urged as weather closes in

transitioning stock onto crop 
and balancing the diet which 
differs between the species. 

During the lockdown 
period, Dr Burton says the 
action group has remained 
committed to progressing its 

Photo:Dana McMurray.

work to improve wintering 
practices, meeting virtually 
to keep up the momentum.

“We recognise the good 
work that has already been 
done by farmers throughout 
New Zealand but particularly 

in Southland, to improve 
their wintering systems. The 

fact that everyone has been 
so proactive, in spite of the 

challenges they have faced 
with adverse weather events 
and COVID-19 restrictions, 
should be applauded.”

Following a nationwide 
anti-grazing campaign which 
highlighted some Southland 
cows standing in mud, 
Agriculture Minister Damien 
O’Connor set up a taskforce 
which undertook a review 
of current practices and 
made 11 recommendations 
to be taken forward by the 
pan-sector Winter Grazing 
Action Group.

The recommendations, 
which included some work 
to understand and mitigate 
the causes of the animal 
welfare consequences from 
intensive winter grazing 
practices; and work to 
recognise the barriers to 
adopting improved animal 
welfare practices, have been 
taken up by the action group 
with gusto, Taskforce chair 
Dr John Hellström says.

“Improving winter grazing 
systems is not something that 
can be achieved overnight 
but the action group is on the 

The Government is backing 
a new $27 million project 
aimed at boosting sustainable 
horticulture production and 
New Zealand’s COVID-19 
recovery efforts, says 
Agriculture Minister 
Damien O’Connor.

“Our horticulture sector 
has long been one of New 
Zealand’s export star 
performers, contributing 
around $6 billion a year 
to our economy. During 
and post lockdown they’ve 
become a lifeline for a 
number of redeployed 
workers from industries 
such as tourism, forestry and 
hospitality,” he said.

“Our growers and 
producers will play a 
critical role in our economic 
recovery. The Government 
knows this which is why in 
Budget 2020 we committed 
$38.5 million to help 
the sector seize further 
opportunities for future 
growth. This adds to that 
investment.

Mr O’Connor said 

A Lighter Touch is a 
collaboration between 
government and industry. 
The aim is to create new 
growing methods and crop 
protection measures that 
reduce chemical use, and 
spur greater production.

“Our high-value overseas 
consumers want to know the 
story behind their food. They 
want greater assurances that 
the food and fi bre they buy 
is produced in a sustainable 
way – and they’re willing to 
pay a premium for it.

“We have a great story to 
tell because our growers are 
among the most effi cient 
and sustainable in the world.  
There is an opportunity for 
New Zealand to become the 
world’s preferred supplier of 
plant-based food products. 
This project will help us 
seize that opportunity, create 
more demand, generate 
higher export returns, and 
grow rural communities 
with new jobs.”

Horticulture New 
Zealand Chief Executive 

Mike Chapman said the 
importance of biological 
methods and increasing 
production was refl ected 
in the investment from the 
different sectors.

“Our growers want to 
take greater care of the 
environment but there are 
only a few viable options 
for pest and disease control 
currently.

“This is why this project 
is so critical. It will speed 
up development of agro-
ecological crop protection 
techniques that are both 
environmentally sound and 
effective. We are excited by 
what this project will be able 
to deliver for the different 
sectors involved and New 
Zealand’s economy.”

Foundation for Arable 
Research chief executive 
Alison Stewart said fi nding 
new effective, effi cient and 
sustainable weed, pest, and 
disease management options 
was a priority for the arable 
industry.

Backing horticulture
Continued page 21.
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DON’T ACCEPT A LIFT FROM A 
STRANGER!

Our Hiab truck is always available to 
give you a lift.

Truck and trailer for general cartage. 
Hay available size 15s - solid clean bales. 

Lucerne small square hay available, Local silage 
bales available. Maize silage mid-April harvest.

Rusty 027 280 0743

www.campbellcontracting.nz

office.campbellcontracting@gmail.com

Len Pentelow has been 
busy blasting rocks that 
cannot be removed by any 
other way in Arawhata Road.

In a fairly “standard job,” 
large rocks in a paddock 
have been reduced to 
manageable size.

A bulldozer unable to 
dislodge the rocks meant 
they had to be broken u,  
hence Len’s intervention.

“Bryan brought his digger 
over  but the rocks were set 
in hard metal and he couldn’t 
shift them.

Len’s also been busy on a 
neighbour’s property laying 
more charges. There were 
three rocks all very close 
together like a nest of eggs 
comments Len.

The andesite rocks are 
volcanic and are from one of 
the eruptions of Mt Taranaki, 
added Len.

“There’s a lot of these 
rocks in the Lahars all of 
varying hardness.”

These particular rocks were 
very hard smooth rocks.

                            Life’s a blast

All in a day’s work for Len Pentelow.

027 384 4822

NEED CALF BEDDING?
Small Truck loads or Large. 

Truck & Trailer unit available.
Sawdust, Raw Bark, Dry 

Shavings, Wood-chip, 
Post-Peeling & Conventional 

Barley Straw.

Good grazing practices urged as weather closes in

right track and I’m confi dent 
that the recommendations 
the taskforce made are 
being progressed to ensure 
improvements for this winter 
and beyond.” 

The action group is focussed 
on educating farmers on 
careful management when 
introducing stock to new 
feed types and ensuring 
contingency plans are in 
place to manage any severe 
or prolonged wet winter 
weather.

In the short-term, Burton 
says there are actions farmers 
can take now to ensure the 
immediate welfare of their 
animals, including making 
appropriate shelter available 
when needed as well as 
suitable areas for stock to lie 
down.

“That could be as simple 
as planning to graze the best 
sheltered paddock last, and 
keeping it ‘up your sleeve’ 
for a weather event. 

“Changing practice will 
take a long time. This is not 
a one-winter solution but 
we will keep working with 
farmers and sector leaders to 
improve things now and in 
the future.”

Winter grazing techniques 
were put under the spotlight 
last year after a nationwide 
anti-grazing campaign 
highlighted some Southland 
cows standing in mud, and 
prompted the Agricultural 
Minister Damien O’Connor 
to set up a taskforce in 
response.

The taskforce was 
succeeded by an action 
group in early 2020 to take 
forward recommendations 
ahead of winter.

Good grazing practices 
urged as winter closes in

Continued from page 20.
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Sinclair Electrical & Refrigeration 
are your heat pump specialists

WE ARE LOOKING FOR WINNERS!
This is your chance to be in to win. 
We have two lots of $400 to win.* 

To be in with a chance you need to:
• Organise a FREE quote

• Order and have us install a Heat Pump in your home or business
Runs from May 4 - July 25, 2020

At 5pm on July 25 we will draw two customers and 
each will receive $400 cash

* T/Cs apply

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

The Government’s 
announcement increasing the 
size of gatherings from 10 to 
100 has been welcomed by 
the Taranaki Rugby Football 
Union.

The Union can now put 

Success for Opunake Surf Life Savers

2014 Coastal Senior Thirds Taranaki Grade Champions.

Increase of gatherings means community rugby

measures in place as the 
wider rugby community 
moves towards a ‘return 
to play’ process before 
the start of the CMK club 
competition.

Taranaki Rugby and other 

provincial unions have been 
working with New Zealand 
Rugby on appropriate 
measures clubs and teams 
should take in order to 
remain safe under Alert 
Level 2.

Teams can resume training 
provided that all Level 2 
requirements for contact 
tracing, hygiene measures 
and social distancing 
(including 10-person training 
bubbles) are met and signed 
off by the TRFU. Training 
bubbles can increase to 
100 with all other Level 2 
requirements remaining.

Pre-season matches can 
kick off from June 13 with 
the CMK club competition 
due to kick off on June 20.

Community Rugby 
Manager Cole Brown said 
it’s really encouraging that 
clubs can commence training 

as Taranaki builds towards 
the start of the CMK club 
season.

“We are all looking 
forward to getting some club 
rugby underway when it’s 
possible to do so. All clubs 
have been briefed on what 
is required and they have 
been really receptive as we 
continue to play our part to 
keep our players, coaches 
and volunteers safe.”

Meanwhile, Bayleys 
1st XV competition, 
Port Taranaki Secondary 
Schoolgirls and Burger Fuel 
Ferdie Rugby competitions 
will kick off in Term 3.

Under Taranaki Rugby’s 
Level 2 protocol, players 
must register before 
training for contact tracing 
purposes, and groups 
will be given designated 
areas. Sanitisation will be 
available before and after 
trainings. Players will 
have to bring their own 
water bottle and towel. 
Players need to depart the 
training immediately once 
the session is completed. 
Anyone in a club team 
feeling unwell must stay 
at home. Each team will be 
given a fi rst aid kit

COVID-19
HAS CHANGED THE 
BUSINESS WORLD...

BUT IT HASN’T CHANGED OUR 
SUPPORT OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Stratford     |     Hawera     |     New Plymouth
Phone: 06 765 6178    Email: cmk@cmk.co.nz

 Find us on social media at   

WELCOME BACK, 
TARANAKI CLUB RUGBY!



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, June 4, 2020 SPORTS      23

  

  
 

For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage 

requirements - Give us a call today!

Taranaki wide

Phone 0800 707 404

Value Farm Sheds
Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from quality 

materials that last, at prices you can afford.

Home and Hardware

Visit our website for full specs: 
www.valuebuilding.co.nz

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH  PHONE: 06 759 7435 

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD  PHONE: 0800 245 535

.May 23. Saturday Men. Wayne Baker 69. Matt Laing 69. Caleb Symes 71. Neil Scown 71. 
Josh Symes 73. Logan Symes 73. Ethan Jones 73.

Juniors. 1. Oliva Symes. 2. Liam Campbell. 3. Luke Norris. 1. Abby Marsh. 2. Jayden 
Marsh. 

End of Month Tournament. 1. Dion Sarton. 2. Ethan Jones. 3. Nathan Ngere. 4. Jim Ngere. 
5. Matt Laing.

May 30. Saturday Men. 1. Kingsly Young. 2. Paul Hunn. 3. Dale Symes. 4. Ethan Jones. 5. 
Jacob Gopperth  and Phil Elliott. 6. Grant Gopperth.

The Opunake Surf Life 
Saving Club came away 
with a gold medal  at the 
SLSNZ BP IRB North 
Island Championships held 
at Paekakariki Beach in 
February.

Success for Opunake Surf Life Savers
crack at the national title.

The Opunake Express team 
won their heat, meaning they 
qualifi ed for the A fi nal, 
along with second and third 
placegetters East End Moto 
and the Waikanae Big Boys, 
and the three placegetters 
from the other heat. They 
then took the title ahead of 
teams from Mairangi Bay, 
Waikanae, East End, New 
Plymouth Old Boys and 
Waimarama.

“I was over the moon,” 
says Caleb. The 17 year-old 
Year 13 student at Francis 
Douglas Memorial College 
did admit to feeling “pretty 
gutted” that they weren’t 
able to compete for the 
national title.

The team had been doing 
three or four trainings a 
week since October.

“We were in the Under-19s 
training for a gold,” he said.

He had joined the Surf 
Life Club when he was 10, 

and been a life guard since 
he was 13. He has been 
involved in a number of 
rescues in that time.

“I really enjoy the ocean,” 
he says.

Samuel said he has been in 
the Surf Club since he was 
“real little” and has been 
a lifeguard since January. 
Within a couple of weeks 
he was in his fi rst rescue. He 
was one of two lifeguards 
who went to the aid of a man 
in his mid-20s who had got 
into diffi culty swimming 
past the wharf.

“I was a bit excited doing 
my fi rst rescue and pretty 
happy when we got him on 
to the boat and he was still 
breathing.” 

Fiona Climo of the 
Opunake Surf Life Saving 
Club said the championships 
involved 14 clubs and 174 
competitors.

“For the majority of the 
team this was their fi rst 

The Opunake Surf Life 
Saving Club team of Samuel 
Drought(crew), Caleb Lawn 
(driver) and Bethan Upton-
Hansen (patient) won  the 
Under-19 Male Single 
Rescue event  at the North 

Island championships held 
at Paekakariki in February. 
The lockdown meant the 
cancellation of the national 
championships, and with it 
any chance of the Opunake 
team being able to take a 

time competing in IRBs at a 
National event.

All of the team achieved 
their personal best, worked 
amazingly as a team 
supporting each other on and 
off the water. Both A and B 
fi nals achieved by all.”

“Congratulations to 
everyone, the days are 
long & hard & everyone 
plays an important part, the 
crews, patients, tool handler, 
team manager, coach, boat 
handlers, supporters,” she 
said.

The team was made up of: 
Under 23: Callum Hickey 
(driver), James Cram  
(crew). Under 19:

Caleb Lawn (driver), Sam 
Drought (crew). Patients: 
Aliza Snow, Bella Pivac, 
Bethan Upton-Hansen, 
Liam Doughty (patients). 
Liam Drought (tool 
handler), Jemma Pentelow 
(manager),Fiona Climo - 
Coach/Mechanic

 Sam Drought (crew), Bethan Upton-Hansen (patient), Caleb Lawn (driver).

Manaia Golf

Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016
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� love your hearing

Call: 0800 555 676
280 Devon St West, New Plymouth

Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS 100% privately owned and operated

Hear,
every time 
Opunake
Your local hearing expert, Lisa Keen, is here 
to keep you connected. Be sure you’re part 
of the conversation, every time.

�Free 
Checks
18 years &

older�F�F�ree �C�h�h�ecks�1��8 �y�y�ears &
o�o�lder

WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE OF OF LOG FIRES WHICH WE CAN SUPPLY AND INSTALL:

SAVVYGAS ARE NOW 
THE PROUD NEW OWNERS OF 

PENNIALL & JORDAN IN STRATFORD

191 Broadway, Stratford
Ph: 0800 765 533

All your Plumbing, Gas Fitting, Drainage, Roofing and Home heating needs
SERVICING TARANAKI WIDE

Showroom opening hours Monday to Friday 8.30 to 4.30

Savvy Gas Ltd are now the proud new owners of Penniall & Jordan 

Heat up this winter with Savvy Gas 
Savvy Gas Ltd is now the 

proud new owner of Penniall 
& Jordan

Savvy Gas is a Taranaki 
owned and operated 
Plumbing and Gas fi tting 
company which has been 
operating primarily out of 
New Plymouth for the past 
two years. Owners Andrew 

Wratt and Guy Ormrod have 
over 31 years’ experience 
between them in the industry, 
and when the opportunity 
presented itself to take over 
the well-known Stratford 
business Penniall and Jordan 
it was a no brainer.

We took over the business 
at the beginning of March 

under the watchful and 
all knowledgeable eyes 
of retiring owners Ian and 
Marianne Jordan. The hard 
work and long hours that Ian 
and Marianne had put in over 
their 47 years in business 
was admirable and was well 
worth it for the business base 
they had built and skilled 

staff they have trained. We 
have retained all staff and 
now combined, we have a 
solid team of 11 available to 
service Taranaki-wide.

Our focus is on providing 
a high level of customer 
service and high-quality 
workmanship. We are 
available for all your 
plumbing, gas fi tting, 

drainage, roofi ng, and a wide 
range of home heating needs. 
Our showroom remains 
open to the public and we 
welcome the opportunity to 
provide a free no obligation 
price for your next project, 
big or small. Call in and see 
our friendly staff or give us a 
call today.

We look forward to 

continuing the legacy Ian 
and Marianne have created 
here in Stratford and getting 
to know more of our South 
Taranaki and Coastal 
customers. Call in and see 
our friendly staff or give us 
a call today.

Narelle Wratt

Advertising

 

Editorial Contributions

 

Email:

Email:

ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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Haumaru ki Tai
Health and Community Centre
Delivering essential community
health and social services now
and into the future.... 

CoastalCare
offers for hire,
quiet, private,
well-appointed

room's for
meetings, training
opportunities and
social gatherings. 

CONTACT ARETHA LEMON
Facility Manager on 06 761 8488

Some of the regular services we currently have running are:
TARANAKI OSTEOPATH

Every Tuesday
TAYLOR DENTAL PRACTICE

Offering full dental services every Thursday
LISA KEEN - AUDIOLOGY

Every Wednesday
NEW PLYMOUTH PHYSIOTHERAPY

Every Tuesday and Friday
TARANAKI PODIATRY

Every 3rd Wednesday
BROWNING & MATTHEWS OPTOMETRISTS

Every 2nd Thursday
MIHI’S PLACE

Every 4th Thursday
COUNSELLING SERVICES

Various providers and specialties including,
anger and violence, relationships, drugs, alcohol, quit smoking.

DID YOU

Permanently residing in the
building are:

OPUNAKE PHARMACY,
OPUNAKE MEDICAL CENTRE,

ST. JOHNS AMBULANCE,
PLUNKET,

HEALTH BOARD SERVICES,
COASTAL PRINTERS

or	visit	us	at	www.coastalcare.co.nz

For	a	full	list	of	Services	and
happenings	here	at	CoastalCare

KNOW?

 

 
72 Tasman Street, Opunake -  www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 3837926 

 
Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs and Senior Citizens $8, Under 4 free 

Everybody’s Theatre Trust are so excited to 
announce we are open. 
 
To see the movie selection please check our 
website, facebook page or the schedule in the 
doorway.  
 
We are screening Friday night Sunday night – 
doors open 6.15pm and Saturday afternoon 
children’s movie - doors open 12.15pm  
 
All children must be supervised. 
 
Entrance is through the shop at this stage – one 
bubble at a time, please sign the register in the 
foyer and come early to help with the flow. 
 
Upstairs seating and seats are limited to enable 
social distancing.  
 
Our volunteers are working hard to keep 
everything running and cleaning in-between 
each person and screening. 
 
Thanks so much for your support.    
We appreciate it.  

Hot off the press we  have created a concession 
card buy 10 and get 11. you can only purchase 
at https://www.eventspronto.co.nz/  
 

 

The Cinema has no boundry; it is a ribbon of dreams – Orson Welles  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starring: Daniel Kaluuya, 
Jodie Turner-Smith, Bokeem 
Woodbine.Director: Melina 
Matsoukas. Writers: Lena 
Waithe (screenplay by), 
James Frey (story by)
“The black Bonnie and 
Clyde”. – Uncle Earl
Queen & Slim was challenging 
yet totally engaging to watch. 
It aligns with the current 
event of George Floyd’s 
tragic passing, so tests those 
emotions already close to the 
surface. 
This is a movie of many 
facets. It’s romance, it’s a 
bright light on the rampant 
racism and moronic cop 
mentality in America, it’s a 
sliding-doors of ‘what ifs,’ 
and it’s some very poetic lines 
of love and self-reflection. 
One interesting aspect is 
the ripple of perceptions, 
which all differ in each minor 
character. It surprises with 
blatant attempts to shock, and 
I was. Even though I knew 
what I was seeing, and knew 
this was a scenario on the 
big screen, I wanted to reach 
for the rewind button, just to 
make sure. 
There is only one wardrobe 
change for Queen (Jodie 
Turner-Smith) and Slim 
(Daniel Kaluuya). It fi ts well 

Queen & Slim

Screening at Everybody’s Theatre on Friday 12th June at 7pm.

with the shift they are forced 
to make as they run for their 
lives. She slides into a tiger 
print mini-dress, stepping 
away from her polar neck 
skivvy. He dons a red tracksuit 
and his naïve vulnerability 
has us wanting to yell “Oh 
for goodness sake, don’t do 
that,” at the screen several 
times. Queen and Slim start 
out fairly self-assured and 
self-contained, but heading 
toward this change of attire 
the unravell ing begins, 
and new depths of persona 
emerge. 
Either fate or the universe 
(actually Tinder) throw these 
two together, their connection 
evident. Though there is 
initial reluctance from Queen, 
they almost seem like an old 
married couple. Reminded of 
my own parents when Queen 
reacts assertively to Slim’s 
chewing. 
Melina Matsoukas (director) 
was raised in The Bronx, and 
this being her fi rst feature fi lm 
- she really gets it right. The 
performances are faultless by 
all actors who appear to fi t 
their roles like gloves. The 
cinematography portrays 
a subtle edginess. When 
researching for the movie 
Matsoukas found herself in 

a black neighbourhood in 
Ohio, watching six cars get 
pulled over within half an 
hour. One of which was a 
white Honda Accord. “That’s 
Slim right there”, she said, 
“This is what it looks like on 
a Tuesday night… how your 
life can be turned around in 
two seconds.” 

This is a must-see movie, if 
not for yourself, then for all 
the Angela ‘Queen’ Johnsons 
and Earnest ‘Slim’ Hines who 
have endured undeserved 
injustice.

                        Jane Forkert  

Jus t  a  qu ick  reminder 
that numbers are limited, 
a s  s ea t ing  i s  ups t a i r s 
o n l y .  O n l i n e  b o o k i n g 
recommended. Doors will 
open 15 minutes earlier to 
allow for contact tracing 

procedure. Entry is through 
the shop, please stay in your 
own bubbles and observe 
social distancing. Children 
must have an adult attend 
with them. Look forward to 
seeing everyone back. 

Everybody’s Theatre note

As we emerge blinking into 
more-or-less-normal life, 
and while feeling for our 
friends around the world, 
these have been strange 
times. I wish you all safety 
and good health.

.It may please you to see 
how I’ve spent these weeks 
of lockdown. 

Since 2008 I’ve been 
meaning to put together 
another book of my assem-
blages and thoughts. And 
since 1995  I’ve intended to 
make another big edition of 
handbound books.. Dale Copeland

A project for lockdown
Lockdown .... the perfect 

opportunity. The first few 
weeks writing it, and as 
soon as the printing house 
was able to get a bundle of 
printed pages to me, I started 
sewing. I’m pleased with it. 
‘Philosophy of the Found’ 

Do have a look, https://
dalecopeland/Philosophy/
Books.htm to see the first 
25 books. 

I’m aiming at an edition 
of 100, trying to make fi ve 
books each week. Managing 
so far (just), but Taekwon-
Do training starts again this 

week (YAY!) so available 
time will be shorter. Wish 
me well.

                   Dale Copeland

 Above: The old woman from Mensa KNOWS what she’s losing.

 At Left: By their fruits ye shall know them.
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CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Fun to share with 
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm
Open Daily
Ph 06 758 9133
����������������

$30 Adults 
during June

Mountain 
Bike, Kayak 

& Paddle 
Board Hire

We are Open ‘Naki. 
Book your escape now!

1 Beach Rd, Opunake
Ph. 06 761 7525

h�p://www.opunakebeachnz.co.nz

We are 
right by the 

Beach

10% o� 

with this

ad

Book your Winter Break

• Motel Units
• Cabins
• Classic Caravan

• Large Grassy Sites
• Cell phone coverage
• Internet access

• Beach & cliff top walks
• Kid’s playground
• Walk to cafe and theatre

Opening three days this month from 11am to 3pm 
(Thursday, Friday and Saturday)

The Village Gallery 
166 High Street, Eltham

The new exhibition will be the members’ 
winter exhibition

‘Happy to be Art & 
About Again’

 as from Thursday 11th June. 

Wonder Woman at the Te Henui River mouth is the one of the latest creations 
from Coastal Taranaki artist Graham Kirk.

Artists Corner

LET US CREATE THE
PERFECT LOOK FOR YOU

We do the lot:
  Doors    Windows   Security doors
  Conservatories

Check us out for all your aluminuim needs!

Paul Tofts, Manager
76 Portia St, Stratford

Ph: 06 765 0556         Fax: 06 765 0558
Mobile: 027 200 5556

paul@nebulitetaranaki.co.nz

              

While readers have feasted 
on eBooks and eAudiobooks 

Queues as Puke Ariki and libraries reopen

Daisy and Teddy Walmsley are all smiles now Puke Ariki’s Library is open again.
during Alert Levels 3 and 4, 
bookworms itching to get 
their hands on the real thing 
queued outside Puke Ariki 
as it opened its doors for the 
first time since the lockdown.

Puke Ariki Library and 
New Plymouth District 
Council (NPDC) libraries 
at Bell Block, Waitara, 
Inglewood, Oakura and 

Urenui have all reopened 
under Covid-19 Level 2 with 
measures in place to keep 
people safe as they browse 
for books.

NPDC Spokespe r son 
Jacqueline Baker says Puke 
Ariki has done an amazing 
job virtually as people stayed 
in their bubbles and the 
reopening meant there was 
now another option for those 

craving a good read.
“Our library team has gone 

above and beyond during 
the lockdown, lending out 
record numbers of eBooks 
and eAudiobooks – some 
12,600 in April - with Puke 
Ariki open virtually 24/7 
for our residents,” says Ms 
Baker. “We’re now safely 
open for business for those 
wanting to get their hands on 
everything from magazines, 
newspapers to romance 
novels to children’s and 
young adult books.”

Level 2 measures at the 
libraries include contact 
tracing registers for all those 
who enter, hand sanitiser at 
numerous locations including 
the entrance, multiple cleans 
each day and restrictions on 
how many people can go in 
at any one time.

“Our libraries are incredibly 
popular with about 850,000 
visits each year so if people 
could limit their time to 
around half-an-hour that 
would be great as it would 
mean more people get to visit 
them. We thank everyone for 
their patience and kindness 
as we all adapt to our new 
Covid-19 reality.”

Residents wanting to give 
feedback on NPDC’s Back 
On Our Feet measures to help 
residents and local businesses 
hit by the Covid-19 economic 
storm will be able to fill out 
a hard copy survey at Puke 
Ariki and the Bell Block, 
Inglewood and Waitara 
service centres. 

Promote your business or event in our area, call us on:
Ph/Fax: 06 761 7016 - 23 Napier Street, Opunake

or e-mail us: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN OUR AREA?

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, extending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga
& Eltham.

We want to be involved with your business. 

Call today and discuss your marketing options with us.
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WANTED TO BUY
SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki 
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367. 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After Disaster 
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP. 
Phone (06) 769 9265 

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD
Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader, 
National Certificates in Forest Operations, 

Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on 
what your trees are worth $$$

Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

Opunake & Okato Co-operating Parish
CHURCH SERVICES

St Paul’s Opunake Co-op & Rahotu
Opunake Cooperating Parish St Pauls, Havelock St

9.30am every Sunday and the
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Oakura - St James - 10am, 2nd & 4th Sundays
Okato - St Pauls - 10am, 1st & 3rd Sundays

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: 8.30am every 2nd and 4th 

Sundays of the month
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Manaia - Sacred Heart - 1st, 3rd Sat at 5pm
(2nd, 4th & 5th Sat at Hawera’s St Josephs)

Kaponga - St Patricks, Sunday 8.45am
All welcome

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturdays

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday

Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday
Come along or contact 

Murray Baylis
027 218 3377

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 6.30pm Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

HCL BUILDERS for 
concrete work.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

TRADES & SERVICES

FOR SALE

LAWNMOWING, and 
section maintenance by local 
contractor SOS. Free quote. 
Ph 027 605 8437.

PUBLIC NOTICES

HCL BUILDERS for 
building houses.  Ph 027 
236 7129.

Motor vehicle round trip to New Plymouth:
Time: 2.15 hours, 

Cost: 122 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $92.72

Motor vehicle round trip to Hawera:
Time: 1.25 hours, 

Cost: 88 kms at 0.76 cents (AA published rate) $66.88

Actionaki
Allied Opunake
Bob Clark
Campbell Contracting
Club Hotel
Coastal Care
Coastal Vets
Cottage Resthome
Country Connections
Craig Corrigan Ltd
Dreamtime Surf
Everybody’s Theatre
Fabulous Flowers
Farmlands

Farm Source
Gibson Plumbers
Ian & Judith 
Armstrong
Jean Roach
Karams Clothes on 
the Coast
Little French Bird 
Photography
Opunake & Coastal 
News
Opunake Chinese
Opunake Beach Kiwi 
Holiday Park

Opunake High School
Pastimes
Phoenix 45
Pickering Motors
Pihama Lavender
Raybern 
Entertainment
Retro on 45
Sinclair Electrical & 
Refrigeration
Turn Heads
Viv Scott

Community Spirit
It abounds in Opunake and it is PRICELESS

SHOP LOCAL

Your business could be here if you join the 
Opunake & District Business Association

OPUNAKE
& DISTRICT

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

The next issue of the 
Opunake & Coastal 
News is due out on 

Thursday the 21st of 
June 2020.

If you would 
like to advertise 
your product or 
event, then call 
us on 06 761 

7016 or email us. 

SITUATIONS VACANT

The Newspaper 
Taranaki 
Likes Best

 
Auroa School 

734 Auroa Road, RD 28, Auroa, 4678 
office@auroa.school.nz 

Applications for Out of Zone Pupils 
Auroa School is a decile 8 full Primary School (includes year 7/8 students)             
located in South Taranaki. Enrolment at the school is governed by an            
enrolment scheme, details of which are available from the school office. 

The Board has determined that there are likely to be 8 vacancies available for              
Term 3, 2020. These vacancies are mostly in New Entrant and Year 1-3 with              
limited vacancies in Year 4 to 8. 

Applications can be made by applying in writing to the school by either post or               
email and by visiting the school office. 

The deadline for applications is 3pm, Wednesday 17th June.  

If the number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, students            
will be selected by ballot. Ballots, if required, will be held on the 18​th June. 

Rodney Mullin, Board of Trustees 

AGM
Opunake 

Bowling Club
14th June 2020

1.00pm at Clubrooms

All members welcome

COASTAL COMMUNITY  TRANSPORT 
Coastal Community Transport is now able to resume our 

service of transporting people to appointments as we were 
prior to the Covid-19 outbreak. As we are still in Level 2, 
conditions will apply. No person to have any symptoms of 

illness, e.g coughs, sniffs or colds. Person is to be seated in rear 
passenger seat. CCT have a free call number 0800 223390 and 
have retained Jennie, whom most of you will have communicat-
ed with, but if needed, leave a message and it will be actioned 

on asap. We are no longer aligned to Red Cross but based 
locally. CCT is reliant on grants and donations so any 

donation/koha will be gratefully accepted.
Any enquiries contact Mike Williams 027 359 3704.

WORK WANTED
WATER TANK need a 
clean? Chimney swept, 
gutters, light engineering, 
tree pruning and anything 
else, just ask. Opunake - 
New Plymouth. Ph 027 350 
9913 or 06 763 8276.

STONY RIVER HOTEL 
with manager’s quarters 
aatched. Available to lease. 
Situated on SH45. This 
small hotel has a licensed 
restaurant, cafe and seven 
ensuite double bedrooms. 
Annual lease $30000 + 
usual outgoings. Chattels 
available for lease at $5000 
per annum. All equipped 
and ready to go. Ph 06 752 
4383 or 027 343 9327.

BUSINESS TO LEASE

AUTOMOBILE MECHANICAL SERVICES
have a position availablefor a qualified mechanic at 

its premises at Rahotu.
The person must have experience with a wide 

range of vehicles and some light engineering skills.
Email CV and covering letter to:

kelvinjordan@xtra.co.nz

AGENDA
Karakia timatanga

Apologies
Minutes of previous AGM

Matters arising
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers

General Business: Erosion of Urupa
Karakia whakamutunga

Enquiries to:
Paul Eiffie - Chairperson - Ph 06 763 8321

Te Namu Iti (Ngatitamarongo 6)
To all Owners and Beneficiaries

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Saturday 20th June, 11am in the Board-

room, ex old council building, 23 Napier Street, Opunake

CHIMNEY SWEEP, gutter 
cleaning. In time for winter. 
Rubbish removal and hedges 
trimmed. Ph 021 031 2411 
South Taranaki.

SUPPORT YOUR immune 
system naturally, with 
viralex or vir-defense at the 
Health Shop Centre City. If 
you can’t get into town give 
us a call and we will deliver, 
06 759 4342.

MUSCLE CRAMPS, 
headaches, not sleeping 
too good? You may need 
magnesium. There are 
many different sorts, ask 
about which one will suit 
you better.  If you can’t get 
into town give us a call and 
we will deliver. The Health 
Shop Centre City 06 759 
4342.

ATTRACTIVE slim 
hostesses required for 
immediate start. Phone or 
text 027 267 5677. Earn 
$300-$3000pw.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

65th Wedding Anniversary!
van der Sar - Postma 
Congratulations Mum and Dad on reaching 65 years of 
marriage. May you have many more years yet! Jack and 
Eelk van der Sar  were married at Kaponga Presbyterian 
Church on 29th March 1955 by Reverend Nummy.
We love you lots! Thank you for all you’ve done for us 
throughout the years!
Love and kisses,
The van der Sar children , and grandchildren.
Friends, please feel welcome to visit them at their 
present address in 2 Tiverton Crescent, New Plymouth.
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$0DEPOSIT
FINANCE

FROM

T.A.P.493 DEVON STREET EAST, STRANDON, NEW PLYMOUTH
CALL US TODAY 06 281 1925

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Paul Butler 027 449 5382

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY - SEE ONSITE SPECIALS
OR VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

ALL ON ROAD COSTS INCLUDED PLUS TANK OF FUEL. FREE? NO, INCLUDED IN PRICE!!!!

2009 HONDA FIT JAZZ RS 1.5
73Km, 7 Stage Tiptronic CVT

$10,995

2012 FORD FIESTA LX HATCH
139Km, Auto

$10,995

2014 NISSAN QASHQAI Ti
SUV, 73Km, Tiptronic, Auto

$22,995

ARRIVING SOON

GRABA BARGAIN

COVID CLEARANCE
ON NOW

• CLEARANCE OF QUALITY VEHICLES..

• 4 YR WARRANTIES AVAILABLE

• SUPPORT LOCAL

• TRADE & SAVE

• VEHICLES GROOMED AND CLEANED

TO COVID STANDARDS

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

TWO YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

2011 NISSAN NOTE 1.6X
5sp Higrade 42km

$8,995

2007 TOYOTA HILUX D/CAB 3.0
Intercooled Turbo 5sp, Canopy,

Towbar,

$14,995

2007 MAZDA AXELA SPORTS 20S
Hatch, 58Km, Tiptronic

$7,995

2009 MAZDA ATENZA
SPORTSHATCH 25S

Liftback, 85Km, Tiptronic Auto, 16 Valve

$14,995

2011 MAZDA BIANTE 8
SEATER: 2.0 Auto, only 82km

$12,995

2005 HONDA ELYSION 30G
Luxury 8 Seater, 88Km, Auto

WAS $11,995 NOW $9,995

2011 HOLDEN CRUZE CDX DIESEL
91Km, Tiptronic

$9,995

2007 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
91Km, Auto

SPECIAL $7,995

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.8P GL
94Km, 5 Speed

SPECIAL $7,995

FOUR YEAR
AUTOSURE WARRANTY AVAILABLE

VISIT WEBSITE MERITCARS.CO.NZ

SOLD

meritcars
with distinction
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