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Ngaruahine host family friendly festival

Loosening up before the games start.

Since 2009 the eight iwi of 
Taranaki have been meeting 
every two years for the 
Taranaki Tu Mai Festival  
. In that time the event 
has been held in Waitara, 
Parihaka, Waverley and 
Urenui. At Labour Weekend 
with Nga Ruahine as host it 
was Manaia’s turn, with the 
other iwi being welcomed to 
Waiokura Marae on Friday 
afternoon.

In previous years Tu Mai 
had been staged in late 
November, so holding the 
event on the long weekend 
was something of a fi rst. 
This did mean there were 
clashes with other events on 
that weekend including the 
national Maori rugby league 
championships in Rotorua, 
hence a risk of numbers being 
short in some disciplines. 
However at the start of the 
weekend organisers had 
around 1600 registrations 
and were anticipating 2500 
people being there over the 
three days.

At stake were a range 
of trophies for sports and 
cultural events, as well as 
one for the overall winner. 
Two years ago this had been 
won by Ngati Maru.

On Saturday morning the 
games began, but not before 
the march past of all the 
iwi into the Manaia Sports 
Complex. This was the fi rst 
time this had been done 
at the Taranaki Tu Mai.  
Once assembled in front of 
the grandstand there was a 
loosening up with a Zumba 
workout.

“Play hard, play fair, 
but most of all enjoy 
yourselves,” MC Mahuru   
said.

It was then off various 
venues for the start of the 
games, whether at the sports 
complex, on the golf course, 
at the Manaia Bowling Club, 
the Manaia Primary School 
where the basketball was 
being played or the Auroa 
Primary School where the 
netball games were held.

  As befi tting the family 
friendly nature of the 
weekend there were tamariki 
and rangatahi zones where 
the younger iwi members 
could be catered for, again a 
Taranaki Tu Mai fi rst.

Taranaki Tu Mai trust 
chairman Wharehoka Wano 
said the idea of having a 
march past had been a good 
one.

“After this morning I 
expect we will keep it going. 
It’s Nga Ruahine’s legacy to 
the event. It’s important to 
bring events like this to the 
community.” 

Wharehoka was heading 
over to the golf course to 
take part in the Ambrose 

Golf.
“We’re all enjoying each 

other. It’s friendly rivalry. 

There’s always a bit of 
competitiveness, but it 
would be wrong if there 

wasn’t,” he said.
Also teeing off was Nga 

Rauru iwi chairman Marty 
Davis whose iwi would go 
on to take the golfi ng title.

“It’s all about getting 
families into playing sport, 
kapa haka and debate,” 
he said.” Over the years 
it’s been growing in 
participation. We’re getting 
families travelling from 
overseas, mainly Australia 
but some from further afi eld. 
Those who don’t come watch 
it live stream or follow it on 
facebook.”

Back at the sports complex 
there was an epic fi nal going 
on in the tennis with the 
Ngaruahine duo of Mitch 
Careswell and Tamaari 
Kupe-King taking on the 
Ngatimaru pairing of Emma 
Andrews and Hoani Collier. 
After an hour and a half 
Ngati Maru emerged the 
victors. 

 “I do feel like it was an 
hour and a half,” Hoani 
gasped at the end. He and 
Emma both play at the 
Waitara Tennis Club but this 
was the fi rst time they had 
played doubles together.

The home side Ngaruahine 
were doing well in the 
games of rugby sevens and 
league nines being played 
on the sports fi elds , but like 
the tennis they stumbled at 
the fi nal hurdle, losing to 
Te Atiawa in the sevens and 
Wharekauri in the nines. 

On Saturday night, there 
was Iwi Bandstand, a chance 
for iwi members to show 
off their musical talent. 
There was Kapa Haka 
throughout Sunday. The last 
competition to be decided 

Ngaruahine welcome other iwi on to Waiokura Marae.

Continued page 24.

Aaron Fisher, an 
outstanding coach. See 
page 19.

The Garden Festivals 
underway and other 
events including our 
Dining Guide. Turn to 
page 21.

The Dairy industry 
honours its own. Page 
14.

The Oakura Arts 
Trail page 29.

The Ritz Swing Band 
is coming to Opunake. 
Don’t miss out. Page 
32.

Farewell Smithy. He 
will be sadly missed.
Page 3

The Taranaki Art 
Awards. (Last year’s 
winner above) See 
page 28.
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33 High Street, 
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 Despite being the leader of 
the  party which came second 
in the Gereral Election vote 
take, Jacinda Adern is the 
prime minister-elect, leading 
a Labour-led coalition which 
includes New Zealand First, 
with a lesser role for the 
Green Party. It has been 
said Jacinda has limited 
experience, but with nine 
years as a parliamentarian 
under her belt, she is 
similarly experienced in 
terms of several other former 
prime ministers such as Sir 
John Key and David Lange.  
She will have to prove 
herself over the forthcoming 
parliamentary term and it’s 
very early days, but so far 
she has made a positive 
start. She impresses as an 
intelligent person, who has 
a social conscience and 
defi nite ideas as to the way 
ahead. She is eloquent in 
expressing these ideas, with 
emphasis on helping the 
most needy. The negotiating 
process with New Zealand 
First will have eliminated 
the unfortunate (and well got 
rid of!) suggested water tax 
on farmers, so they will be 
relieved.

Jacinda Adern - Prime Minister
old First Past the Post 
system was in place. He is 
a genuinely nice person and 
is committed to making NZ 
a better place. I expect he’ll 
stay on as National’s leader 
and is undoubtedly safe in 
his position.
 A party (or leader) prevailing 
without the most votes, is by 
no means unprecedented. 
Here in New Zealand Robert 
Muldoon remained as prime 
minister in his second and 
third terms of offi ce with 
less overall votes than the 
Opposition Labour Party 
under Bill Rowling
 Overseas, George W 
Bush became US president 
with less votes than the 
Democrat’s Al Gore. More 
recently, Donald Trump 
won the presidency with less 
votes than Democrat Hilary 
Clinton. Their weird (and 
unfair)  electoral college 
system urgently needs 
reform.
 
As to the future, all the best 
to the Labour-led coalition 
government in improving NZ 
where it need it, such as the 
housing crisis, homelessness 
and alleviating poverty.

Prime Minister-elect Jacinda Adern
 One has to feel sorry for 
outgoing prime minister Bill 
English who led his National 
Party to comfortably gaining 

the biggest majority of votes 
at the General Election – 
which would have yielded 
a landslide victory if the 

Fireworks Saga
Over the past few years 
the South Taranaki District 
Council has only received 
two written complaints 
from Mrs Irene Cruikshank 
who has a calf rearing 
farm of about 800 as she’s 
had problems. Well Mrs 
Cruikshank wouldn’t it be 
much safer to shed these 
calves just for a night and 
if any farmers do have any 
problems, simply shift your 
dairy herds back to the 
furtherest paddock away 
from harm’s way?
 Should some people 

complain about the fi reworks 
noise? Look, I myself know 
quite well what type of 
noise these fi reworks are 
capable of, but not enough 
to warrant any complaint 
plus I’ve never heard 
anyone complain about the 
Stratford Stockcars hold 
their previous summertime 
daylight saving meetings, 
as once again I really don’t 
think there’s absolutely no 
need to complain.
Look, the biggest problem 
which happens nearly every 
Guy Fawkes is when some 
people have their own 

private fi reworks parties 
where alcohol is involved 
and there’s little children 
amongst it all, plus when 
people buy fi reworks when 
under the infl uence of alcohol 
start throwing fi reworks at 
moving vehicles, on people’s 
properties and at themselves 
and, in both cases, accidents 
have occurred.
To both North and South 
Taranaki District Councils, 
isn’t it high time to sponsor 
a fi reworks display every 

A lot has changed in the 
last quarter century. Here’s 
a little thumb nail sketch of 
events: globalization, climate 
change, 911,  global jihadist 
terrorism, , Lgbtqinbngs++, 
the worldwide housing 
crisis, been depopulation, 
an increasing worldwide 
decline in church attendance, 
polluted New Zealand rivers, 
the growing gap between 
rich and poor in New 
Zealand, the “rise” in gluten, 
veganism, Trumpism, the 
water in our chicken(??) 
and Middle East countries 
boiling over. Today in New 
Zealand workers have the 
lowest wages in all the 
OECD countries but they’re 
working longer hours 
so the books look good. 
Nonetheless, New Zealand 
is still an awesome place to 
live.

The 1988 USA Wall Street 
Crash or should we say 
“Wall Street Hit and Run 
Financial Terrorist Attack” 
destabilised economies 
throughout the world. 
Unethical corporations lent 
money and sold stock they 
either didn’t have or was 
worthless. It’s a long story 
but basically law makers, 
corporations, bankers and 
“creative accountancy” 
colluded in the biggest  
pyramid scheme scandal 
since Charles Ponzi. The 
rich got richer and….
But is it money that’s the 
real problem and root of all 
evil as is often quoted or 
misquoted? Of course not.  
One writer gets it straight: 
“The love (italics mine) of 
money is the root of all kinds 
of evil which some have 
coveted after.  Some have 

been so eager to have it that 
they have wandered away… 
“ (1 Tim. 6:10 Good News 
Bible). Another man, King 
Solomon, considered to be 
both the wisest and richest 
man in the world at that time 
said, “Whoever loves money 
will never have enough 
money. Whoever loves 
luxury will not be content 
with abundance. This is also 
pointless” (Eccles. 5:10). 
Solomon might have been 
thinking what’s it all about 
Alfi e when he penned that.
But Solomon probably 
couldn’t have been all that 
wise because he had 700 
wives and 300 concubines. 
Just imagine who considered 
themselves the prettiest 
princess. Meow. When he 
was old he gave in to his 
many wives’ pressures and 
they asked him to build 

shrines to false gods and he 
built many to please them. 
Solomon must have been 
complacent with his annual 
income of 25 tons of gold 
alone. After ruling for 40 
years that’s 1000 tons of 
gold, not to mention all his 
other various incomes. All 
his power and money must 
have gone to his head. He 
would make the biggest 
Kiwi lotto winner look like 
a pauper.

No wonder an unmarried 
working man named Jesus 
once said, “It’s hard for 
a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” I 
wonder how each of us 
would wind up if we struck 
that pauper’s $27,000,000 
that occasionally comes up 
on Lotto? 
                             Adelphos

ADELPHOS Riches aren’t everything: What’s it all about Alfi e?

year, which would stop these 
so called private individual 
fi reworks parties where most 
accidents occur, plus have 
security around to check 
when these displays are on 
so if people wanting to have 
their internal fi reworks they 
should get some permission 
prior.

Tom Stephens, New 
 Plymouth
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LOVE YOUR
HEARING 

Lisa Keen Audiology is Opunake’s
only full service hearing clinic. 
Hearing tests  |  Hearing Aids

Wax removal  | Tinnitus
ACC specialist

Call 0800 555 676 today
appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited appointments are limited 

Opunake, 26 Napier Street
www.keenaudiology.nz

Lisa Keen + Hearing Aids
@ Coastal Care in Opunake
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OPUNAKE OFFICE
OPEN EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 10am TO 3.30pm

Accounting for the future, today
Hawera - Opunake - 06 278 4169

“Let’s create your business growth
strategy together”

Your only local community accounting firm

Agricultural & Electric, Fencing & Shelter Belts, 
Stockyards, Retaining Walls, Residential,

180 Rev. Post Rammer.
Member FCANZ

 Ph Steven on (06) 764-5393  or  021 298 5106

FOR ALL YOUR FENCING REQUIREMENTS: 

• Sectional, Roller, Tilt.
• Automatic Openers

• Repairs & Maintenance
Call for a Free Measure & Quote

Ph 06 7588073

Garage Doors Specialists

Jacinda Adern - Prime Minister

Riches aren’t everything: What’s it all about Alfi e?

Opunake lost one of it’s 
respected local identities 
when Ian Smith passed 
away on October 11 after 
a short illness. Ian (Dad) 
made a huge contribution 
to our community. He 
was a staunch supporter 
of the Opunake district.  
Among his contributions 
were operating a night 
security patrol, fi re brigade, 
ambulance driver, South 
Taranaki District Councillor 
and active RSA member. He 
received the RSA District 
Long Service Award for 20 
years of outstanding service 
and his name was placed on 
their Special Honours List. 

Remembering Smithy

Ian Smith
Ian played the Last Post, 
organised the poppy selling, 
and put the crosses out for 
the RSA during ANZAC 
commemorations, helped by 
Josh and Taylah.
Rain, hail, or shine, he 
raised and lowered the fl ag 

in Opunake every day until 
three years ago when his 
fading memory got the better 
of him and he repeatedly 
tried to do it, forgetting that 
he already had.
 In his earlier years, Ian 
had a strong interest in 
music, playing cornet in the 
Opunake Federal Band, and 
later being the drummer and 
doing pretty good Al Jolson 
impersonations in Smith’s 
Orchestra with parents Jim 
and Bubby, and then in The 
Keynotes dance band during 
the 60s.
Dad had a very close bond 
with all of his grandchildren, 
and there was enough 

musical talent in his veins 
to fl ow through four 
generations of the family, 
be it singing, dancing, or 
instruments. 
 
Ian and Connie made a 
successful marriage through 
64 years, from trying to 
make a living through the 
tough years, to those warm 
days on the deck with the 
grandkids all around.
So take it easy Dad – time to 
rest. You can be satisfi ed and 
proud of your contribution – 
we are.
                          Mike Smith 

07 SUZUKI SWIFT
1.3 Auto        S9990

15 MITSU LANCER
SEI 2.0        $20990

09 MAZDA AXELA
CVT 21kms   $15590

BMW 320i
S/W Met Wh    $17990

06 SUZUKI SPORTS
1.6 Auto 71k  $10990

10 HONDA FIT
CVT 62kms     $9990

12 NISSAN TIiDA
1.5 38kms    $14590

SUPERIOR CARS & 4WD’s Ltd       Ph: 06 759 9992            www.superiorcars.co.nz

The Petroleum Exploration 
and Production Association 
of New Zealand (PEPANZ) 
says a new report from the 
Ministry for the Environment 
on global and domestic 
greenhouse gas emissions 
shows the challenges ahead 
of us.
“The report ‘Our atmosphere 
and climate 2017’ is an 
important contribution 
to the discussion around 
dealing with greenhouse gas 
emissions,” says PEPANZ 

PEPANZ acknowledges new emissions report
Chief Executive Cameron 
Madgwick.
“It shows the challenges 
New Zealand, and the 
world, faces in balancing 
the strong demand for 
affordable energy with 
reducing emissions. It also 
reinforces that policy around 
carbon emissions should be 
consistent across sectors.
“Oil and gas provides around 
half of New Zealand’s 
energy needs, and is crucial 
in transport, industry and 

people’s daily lives. We 
saw a recent example of this 
with the rupture in the fuel 
pipeline to Auckland which 
caused major disruption.
“Importantly, natural gas 
produces half the carbon 
emissions of coal which is 
widely used for electricity 
generation around the world. 
Switching to gas is one of the 
fastest and easiest ways to 
reduce emissions, and New 
Zealand has real potential 
to discover and produce 

more of this valuable natural 
resource.
“As a society and industry 
we need to keep working 
on improving our energy 
effi ciency, and developing 
new technologies like carbon 
capture and sequestration.”

 On October 31, 1961 movie 
director Peter Jackson was 
born in Pukerua Bay. He 
is well known for his fi lm 
adaptation of JRR Tolkien’s 
books ‘The Lord of the 
Rings.’ These fi lms have 
won a number of Hollywood 

On this month in history Peter Jackson born
Oscars.
 His fi lm ‘Heaven Creatures’ 
introduced Academy 
Award and Golden Globe 
winner Kate Winslet, as 
well as Taranaki’s Melanie 
Lynskey. It was the fi rst fi lm 

for both excellent actresses. 
This fi lm dealt with the 
1950s Christchurch murder 
of the mother of Pauline 
Parker by two teenage girls, 
one of them (Pauline) the 
victim’s daughter. Despite 

the subject matter, the fi lm 
was brilliant - arguably one 
of the best fi lms ever made 
in NZ.
 One of the girls became a 
million selling crime writer 
called Anne Perry.



COUNCILLOR’S COMMENT

 Ingrams Changes
Where it says owned and operated, we would like the words 'for over 48
years' added, and also the 06 put in front of phone number.   Could you
please give me a price for this advert, which we talked about yesterday.

Kind Regards,

Judith Urlich
Ingrams Contracting Limited
PO Box 390, Hawera 4640
90 Collins Street, Hawera 4610
Ph: 06 278 4786

CARING FOR YOUR

for over 48 years

06 278 4786
PHONE

COMMUNITY

Specialising in:

* FRONT LOAD BINS
   (1.5m TO 4.5m)
* JUMBO SKIPS (9m)
* SUPA SKIPS (6m)
* LOW SKIPS (4m)
* 4 x 4 BINS (1.8m)

HOW TO BE RUBBISH FREE

Locally owned & operated

PH: 06 278 4786Hawera - Stratford - Opunake
INGRAM’S
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Thomson O’Neil & Co.
Our Opunake Office is attended by:

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

Lorem ipsum

OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
trusts, wills and estates.

Stephanie Coulter on Tuesdays 
for employment matters, house purchasing and 
selling, refinancing and wills.
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HARDINGS
FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
17 REGENT ST HAWERA

PHONE 06 278 8633
SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES  FOR 3 GENERATIONS

Our professional attention to detail 
& empathy is our hallmark

CLASSIC CARPETS Borrell Ave - Westown - New Plymouth

PH: 06 753 3933

CR. PHIL NIXON

 The South Taranaki Dis-
trict Council’s, Long Term 
Investment Fund (LTIF) is 
continuing to return well to 
us as a community. The Long 
Term Investment Fund was 
established after the sale of 
the Patea Hydro Electricity 
Dam. This fund often gener-
ates good discussion within 
the council and out in the 
community.

A fund that started off in 
1997 at $89 million is now 
sitting at almost $140 mil-
lion. In the last 12 months it 
has returned $11.92 million 
which is $2.8 million more 
than budgeted.

Whilst the growth of the 
fund has been good over the 
years so has the return to the 
community. Over that period 
about $96 million has been 
returned to the community 
through rate subsidies and 
community projects.

A lot to celebrate in our community

The council’s aim is to 
keep growing the Long Term 
Investment Fund year on 
year and use the return on 
the funds to, (in order of 
priority), subsidise rates by 
$3.87 million per year, com-
mit around $1.73 million 
to service interest and loan 
payments for specifi c com-
munity projects. The coun-
cil’s aim also is to retain the 
real value of the fund, whilst 
building an investment fl uc-
tuation reserve fund to use as 
a buffer through any diffi cult 
times. The sort of specific 
community projects that the 
Long Term Investment Fund 
helps fund, are the TSB Hub 
and the Hawera Town Centre 
strategy.

The South Taranaki District 
Council has invested over 
$200 million over the last 
10 years in renewing and 
upgrading key infrastruc-
ture throughout the district. 
This includes roading, water 
and facilities. Most of this 
work has been loan funded to 
spread the costs over the life 
of the asset and to ensure that 
current and future genera-

tions who benefi t from these 
assets, contribute to the cost 
of the assets. We call this 
approach “intergenerational 
equity.”

Infrastructure extension and 
replacement is always ongo-
ing business for council. Over 
the last few years council has 
done, amongst other things, 
major upgrades to parts of 
our water infrastructure and 
are now working on upgrades 
to our wastewater infrastruc-
ture.

We have a lot to celebrate 
in our district, our natural 
environment, our people, 
businesses and industry, our 
facilities and South Taranaki 
Council’s zero net debt posi-
tion. Due to our investments 
being greater than our debt, 
we have zero net debt.

Construction has now start-
ed on Stage 2 of the popular 
Denby Road pathway. This 
will link Denby Road to Fair-
fi eld Road, via an unformed 
legal road through farmland, 
with approximately 1 kilo-
metre of fi ne chip seal, path-
way. This will then extend 
approximately 700 metres 
up Fairfield Road to con-
nect with existing foot path. 
Local contractors Burgess 
Crowley Civil Ltd have been 
contracted to do the construc-
tion, which is expected to be 
completed early 2018.

Like all other districts 
throughout New Zealand we 
are being affected by earth-
quake prone buildings. We 
have just received a report 

on another council owned 
building which has only 8% 
of the New Building Stan-
dard (NBS) classification.  
The Municipal Building in 
Eltham has now been closed 
for public use until further no-
tice. It is disappointing to see 
some of our buildings under 
threat, but it is a reality we 
are all having to face whether 
they are council owned or 
privately owned buildings.  

Regardless of ownership 
we will not be able to afford 
to strengthen and renovate 
all of our old buildings and 
so some hard questions will 
have to asked in the future. 
For some earthquake build-
ings the answer will be simple 
– its unsafe, old, not serving 
a great purpose, past its use 
by date, so will need to be 
demolished. There will be 
some buildings that will gen-
erate a lot more discussion 
and need more consideration, 
than others. South Taranaki 
District Council will not be 
able to afford to, and nor 
should they be, restoring all 
our old buildings. On the 
other hand, I do not wish 
to see all our heritage lost 
through the demolition of 
all our “old” buildings that 
leads to us losing our special 
character that helps to make 
us South Taranaki, Alive with 
Opportunity.

                         Phil Nixon
                    Deputy mayor
     South Taranaki District

On October 22, 1972 the na-
tion’s best known poet James 
Keir Baxter died of a heart at-
tack in Auckland, aged 46. He 
also wrote articles, reviews 
and plays (about 12 including 
Jack Winter’s Dream). Many 
of his poems had a social 

On this month in history James K Baxter dies
commentary and he inspired 
many of our poets including 
Sam Hunt. James’ health was 
probably compromised by his 
earlier battle with alcoholism 
(which he overcame) and his 
heavy smoking (which he 
did not).

He set up several com-
munes (eg in Wellington and 
Auckland) to help troubled 

and homeless young people, 
but the most famous one was 
above the Whanganui River 
at Jerusalem. He is buried 
outside one of the former 
commune buildings ‘The Big 
House’. James was known 
as Hemi by the local Maori 
people (Both names are on his 
tombstone, a white boulder 
taken from the nearby river).



..... make the connection

New Plymouth - Inglewood - Okato
Ph: 06 756 7529 - F: 06 756 7502

Specialists in
on farm

installations
and repairs

For quality advice and service

E: info@helelectricalservices.co.nz
Ph: 0800 200 210
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OPUNAKE LAWYERS 

Robert England on Wednesday & Fridays
for buying and selling houses, farms & businesses; 
trusts, wills and estates.

Stephanie Coulter on Tuesdays 
for employment matters, house purchasing and 
selling, refinancing and wills.
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watersons explosive services
• HASNO & EPA Approved
• Stump Blasting
• Rock Blasting
• Log Splitting / Felling hung up Trees

For all Agricultural Blasting 
Contact Danny Waterson

Phone: 06 274 9198           Mobile: 027 459 1177
Email: waterson@hotmail.co.nz

Labour Day weekend was 
a special day for the 1971 
Third Form Opunake High 
School reunion. The reunion 
committee have been highly 
successful in tracking down 
virtually all of their ex-class-
mates. Sadly they discovered 
that quite a few fellow stu-
dents had passed away - about 
17 in all. Originally, there 
were about 140 students who 
attended the 1971 classes. 
The committee found the 
internet very helpful. “We 
stalked them on Facebook,” 
one lady joked. Some came 
from as far away as Australia.

The idea for the reunion had 
its genesis in a lunch with 
several of the former third 
form students at Headlands 
three years ago. From this 
a committee of four was 
formed, which included Ly-
nette Shirtcliffe (nee Fisher), 
Ruth Olliver (nee Hender-
son), Julie Fleming (nee 
Bingham) and Macey Luttrell 
(nee Duff). Eventually, 35 
people registered to attend the 
special celebrations. Sadly, 
one of the ladies who lunched 
that day at Headlands, Diane 
James, wasn’t one of them, 
as she passed away soon after 
their rendezvous.
 Saturday October 21 was 
a busy day, starting with a 
conducted tour of Opunake 
High School, with Deputy 
Principal Emily Scott acting 

Third form school reunion a success

Enjoying the special occasion are, from left, Macey Luttrell (nee Duff), Julie Fleming 
(nee Bingham), Ruth Olliver (nee Henderson) and Lynette Shirtcliffe (nee Fisher).

as host for the 25 or so ex-
students who turned up (at 
11.30am) to be shown round 
Opunake High School. “She 
was really informative,” one 
person commented.
“Everything looked very 
nice,” said one person, who 
added, “There was no carpet 
in our day.” The general 
consensus was that the school 

looked so different now, with 
one person commenting that 
changes after the terrible fi re 
had meant the entire general 
layout was so changed as to 
be unfamiliar.
Soul Kitchen at the Sandfords 
Event Centre prepared a 
“beautiful”  buffet style lunch 
by all accounts.
 Preceding the “absolutely 
beautiful” evening supper 
was a Meet and Greet, start-
ing at 6pm at the Sandfords 
Event Centre. There were 
many memories to be shared, 
with teachers from that time 

faring well. Ron Burrows was 
the Principal. One teacher 
Mr Babu was remembered 
for having a photographic 
memory. 
 Pam Page gave an interesting 
keynote speech, sharing a few 
anecdotes of activities the 
teachers would have disap-
proved of, such as smoking 
behind the rifl e range build-

ing. She explained how the 
idea of the reunion came 
about. She concluded by say-
ing, “It’s been nice to catch 
up after so long - about 46 
years.” 
 On display were class pho-
tographs and school maga-
zines (Te Haumoana) to stir 
memories. One prize winner 
mentioned in a magazine, 
was Daphne Coxhead who 
was adjudged second in her 
class. Head Boy was Max 
Robins and Head Girl Joanne 
Johnson.
 Mark Ratahi came the great-

est distance to be part of 
the celebrations - all the 
way from Northern Terri-
tory, Australia where he is a 
truck driver. “I should have 
listened at school more,” he 
conceded. He added, “Most 
of the time I just wanted to 
get outside and play sport.” 
He concluded, “It’s been 
really good to catch up with 

people.”
 Another attendee was Peter 
Eliason who admitted, “I 
came to school to eat my 
lunch and play sport (cricket 
and rugby). I wasn’t so keen 
on lessons.” He said he came 
from primary school in Ka-
ponga  and “I was a little fi sh 
in a big pond.” He was enjoy-
ing the occasions saying, “It’s 
been very rewarding.” 

 He added, “It’s been great 
to catch up - some people I 
haven’t seen since I was at 
school and I’m 60 now.”

We look forward to contributions for 
our next issue (Friday November 10). 
Please ensure we receive editorial and 
advertisements by Monday November 6.

12 NISSAN NAVARA 
Low kms, 6Spd  

$29990

SUPERIOR CARS & 4WD’s Ltd       Ph: 06 759 9992            www.superiorcars.co.nz

09 MAZDA BT50
5Spd, Silver   

$22990

10 TOYOTA HIACE
73kms 3L High Top    

$26990

09 HOLDEN COLORADO
Low kms, 5Spd  

$24990

97 DODGE DAKOTA
Black        

S22990

06 MITSU PAJERO
Black, 4WD      
$24990

13 MITSU L300
Low kms, 5Spd 

$15490
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BEST PRICE IN
    TARANAKI!

Guaranteed

Ink + Laser Cartridges 

 Why 
pay more 
to print?

172 Devon Street East, 
New Plymouth
Phone: 06 757 4380

FREE 
PRINTER 
ADVICE

OPEN: Mon -Fri
8:30am – 5pm
Sat - 10am - 12pm

172 Devon Street East, 

When you hire HomeMaid Cleaning Services, you 
are hiring professionals. One of the marks of HomeMaid 
Cleaning Services professional cleaning service is that 
we clean your home with a game plan in mind. 
We’re Maid For This.
• Weekly/Fortnightly house      
cleans
• Exterior house wash
• Windows - inside/outside

• Move in/Move out clean
• Laundry Service
• Ironing Service
• New Baby Packages

We take care of homes 
and give our 

busy clients the gift of time.

H���M��� C������� S�������
P: 027 554 0656

E: ���������������2017@
�����.���

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Auckland is like other cit-
ies. In Opunake you see the 
real New Zealand, says Ra-
hul Tyagi, the new manager 
of Opunake’s Club Hotel, 
explaining why he chose to 
come to Opunake.

Rahul and business partner 
Rajat Choudhary (Roger), 
are the new leasees of the 
century old hotel.  Rajat lives 
in Auckland and has other 
business interests elsewhere 
so Rahul will be the manag-
ing partner of the Club Hotel.

He says a patron came in 
the other day and asked for 
handle no 1, the same glass 
that his father used to drink 
from. It’s about history, heri-
tage, community, family. “A 
lot of the regulars come here 
for that reason.” 

The affable Rahul who is 
effusive about New Zealand 
which is “famous for its 
beauty”

has clearly embraced rural 
New Zealand and the farming 
community.

“There’s no Sunday,” he 
says with farmers working 
seven days a week. “You 
don’t fi nd that in Auckland 
with the 9 to 5. He says he 
won’t miss the traffi c and the 
queues.

He loves the personal ser-
vice in little towns. And the 
beauty of the region.

“Here I open the window 
and I see the big mountain.”

Prior to living in Auckland 
Rahul worked as an event 
manager in India. They were 
long days from 10am till 
8pm in a job he described as 
“monotonous”.

Rahul and business partner 
Roger who he worked for in 
the security industry are “old 
friends”.  Roger who came 
from India to study business 
at Auckland University and 
graduated in 2010 explains 
he started working as a secu-
rity guard. He soon became 
a supervisor, then business 
marketing manager for three 
different security companies 
for three years before starting 
his own security company in 
Auckland. His main clients 
are big construction compa-
nies and it’s a 24 hour opera-
tion. You have to be always 
available he says. During 
the interview he seemed to 
fi eld a phone call every few 
minutes. It was “stressful” he 
acknowledged. 

You see the real NZ say new owners 

The business changed hands 
in late August. Jim Dodunski 
and Darrell Hickey continue 
to own the building.

“Jim’s been helping me a lot,” 
said Rahul. “He’s amazing”, he 
said adding he was very grate-
ful for his help. He describes 
how the car of a friend who 
was visiting broke down in 
New Plymouth and Jim went 
to pick him up.

They recently had a very 
successful night when singer 
Delady entertained at the hotel. 
The place was “pretty much 
full” and for sixty percent of 
the patrons “it was the fi rst time 
they’d been here,” said Rahul.

There are plans to upgrade the 
hotel “a bit” and make it more 
“eye catching, giving it a new 
fi nish”, says Roger. They don’t 
want to lose the character of the 

hotel though. 
To “Bring it back to its 

former glory,” adds regu-
lar Andy Collins who has 
chipped in with various sug-
gestions during the interview 
while stocking up the blazing 
open fi re. They also intend 
to do up the garden bar “in 
a rustic theme” offers Andy, 
clearly keen to help.

They will also continue with 
the bar meals and restaurant 
meals and will be upgrading 
their menu.

As well as the pokie ma-
chines, there’s the bottle 
store and accommodation. 
They hope the renovations 
will increase the number of 
tourists staying. 

New to the hospitality in-
dustry, Rahul says he’s very 
open to suggestions.

“I’m really really keen to 
get new ideas,” says Rahul. 
“We need your help”.

He adds that the hospitality 
industry is very different to 
the security business “where 
you can’t be too friendly”. 
He’s aiming for a welcom-
ing, social atmosphere and 
loves meeting and greeting 
people. He often joins in with 
customers in a game of pool 
or playing cards. 

 He’s also very keen on sup-
porting other businesses and 
the Opunake community and 
hopes they will give them a 
chance to serve them.

 And if there’s any safe 
breakers out there please 
get in touch, no one knows 
the combination. “If some-
one wants to come and try,” 
they’re welcome, says Rahul.

Rahul Tyagi (left) and Andy Collins in front of the open fi re. 

Opunake’s Club Hotel.                                                                 Photo: Rena Tarrach



Summer Stock arriving in store
Winter shoes are available
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Opunake’s co-operating 
parish celebrated their 40th 
anniversary over Labour 
weekend with a service of 
thanksgiving.

It marked the historic unit-
ing of the Presbyterian and 
Methodist churches and 
many past parishioners who 
had left the area returned to 
join with present parishioners 
to celebrate the occasion.

Former parishioner and 
regular lay preacher Barbara 
Hooper ably took the service 
choosing hymns from a book 
of favourite hymns compiled 
by the late Bev and Doug 
Coxhead, stalwarts of St 
Pauls church.

Among those attending the 
anniversary celebration were 
former ministers including 
Joan Wedding and Bob Fran-
sceso who spoke. 

Joan,  82 gave an interest-
ing account of how she fi rst 
came to Opunake and clearly 
enjoyed her time here. It was 
the fi rst time they had had a 
woman minister and clearly 
they “wondered what they 
were going to get,” said Joan 
to the amusement of those 
present.

Prior to coming to Opunake 
she had been a deaconess 
in the Hokianga and had 
three enjoyable years before 
returning to the area and its 
“amazing people.”  Joan 
said she was impressed at 
the number of leaders who 
emerged in her time here. 
“The people here are real 
human beings who care about 
each other, love each other. 
“You have ministered to oth-
ers in ways only God knows.”

Bob Francesco who re-
placed Joan came to the par-
ish in 1990. He was not yet 
ordained though came to 
Opunake with two theo-
logical Masters degrees from 

 Co-operating Parish turns 40
America. After “a 22 month 
journey of frustrating ne-
gotiations” he was eventu-
ally licensed and ordained. 
He has since qualifi ed as a 
counsellor.

Bob remembered “the fan-
tastic lively Opunake com-
munity” and referred to all 
the people who contribute 
to the successful running 
of the church from the Par-
ish Council through to the 
flower ladies and recalled 
the worship services, Can 
Sunday, the” dedicated and 
prosperous Op Shop”, the 
maraes and the co-operation 
between churches. He also 
recalled the lending service 
that operated where people 
in the congregation got to 
borrow all types of gear from 
their fellow parishioners with 
the motto “If you borrow it, 

return it in better condition.”
Bob’s wife also played an 

active role in the church, run-
ning a preschool group and a 
mothers group. 

Arthur Barnfather replaced 
Bob. The Rev Sione and his 
wife arrived next with their 
seven children and were here 
for fi ve years.

As the parish was no longer 
able to support a fulltime 
minister, there followed a 
series of lay preachers and 
visiting ministers, one of 
whom, Mary Nicholas, who 
belonged to the parish went 
on to be ordained. Mary 
who spoke at the service 
recalled when she and Dave, 
newly married, arrived in 
Opunake in 1976, the first 
year the church operated as a 
co-operating parish. In 2010 
Mary undertook theological 

training. Mary and husband 
Dave have since moved to 
Whangarei where Mary is a 
practising minister.

Jack Van der Saar who with 
his wife Ielk who now lives 
in New Plymouth but who 
return regularly and played a 
big part in St Pauls church life 
also spoke, with Jack itemis-
ing all the organisations who 
have benefitted from the 
money raised at the Op Shop 
which included local schools 
and a multitude of organisa-
tions such as St John and The 
Cottage Resthome.

After the formal service 
everyone enjoyed a buffet 
lunch hosted by Opunake’s 
St Barnabas Church..

It was a lovely opportunity 
to catch up with old friends 
and a fi tting conclusion to a 
memorable morning.

  

From left 
Rev Joan Wedding, 
Ian Harris – Co-superintendent of the lower North Island 
Methodist Synod, Rev Bob Francesco, Rev Mary Nicholas 
and Barbara Hooper who took the service.

Organist at St Pauls Elva Symons (left) and 
parishioner Jan Deegan.
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Jonathan Young
MP for New Plymouth

MP APPOINTMENTS
Friday 24th November • 10-11am

CoastalCare Meeting Room
26 Napier St, Opunake

Call 0-6 759 1363 for an appointment

Authorised by Jonathan Young MP, Cnr Gill & Liardet St, New Plymouth

A Corner Gill & Liardet Streets
 P  06 759 1363
 E  newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
W www.jonathanyoung.co.nz
 MPJonathanYoung
 jonathanyoungmp

Jona�an

Inquiries welcome at the Cottage, 1 Layard 
Street, Opunake or Phone 761 8009

The Cottage
Rest Home - Opunake

The Cottage
Rest Home - Opunake

w

Offering Service to our
Community

* Permanent Rooms
* Respite Care

* Day Care
* Meals on Wheels

Offering Service to our
Community

* Permanent Rooms
* Respite Care

* Day Care
* Meals on Wheels

AGENTS FOR NILFISK FLOORCARE PRODUCTS

31 Hurlstone Drive, New Plymouth
Shaun McKay - Sales Specialist

FORKLIFTS CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

RENTAL
SERVICE
PARTS

NEW & USED SALES

It’s been a tumultuous time 
in Wellington, but as your 
local MP I want to reassure 
you that I will continue to 
work hard to represent you 

Going into uncharted territory
in Parliament.

We’re in uncharted territory 
with the arrangement 
between NZ First, Labour 
and the Greens. National 

still has the most seats in 
Parliament, with 44 percent 
of the vote, and this is the fi rst 
time in the 21-year history of 
MMP that the leading party 
has not been in government.  
You might be interested 
to know that 15 minutes 
before the announcement, 
Winston Peters was still 
deciding which way to go. 
Obviously he wanted to get 
an agreement that was in 
the best interests of New 
Zealand First. I hope that 
will prove to be in the best 
interests of New Zealanders.  

I am concerned to hear 
that the Greens are still 
committed to reducing 
dairying in New Zealand, 
and it is hard to think that 
Labour with their view on 
dairying and the multiple 
taxes they were talking 
about, will be vehemently 
opposed to that. The fi rst 
bit of news we received out 
of the coalition papers was 

the proposed referendum on 
legalising cannabis. Nothing 
could be worse for a country 
with the highest youth 
suicide rate in the world, but 
to legalise one of the most 
psychosis creating drugs. 
Well, this is what Winston 
Peters has let loose on New 
Zealand.

In my view, MMP still has 
some maturing to do in how 
it functions, in that the party 
with the largest number of 
votes – and therefore the 
most public support – must 

be the one to initiate coalition 
discussions. Sadly it was the 
case of the tail wagging the 
dog. For now, National will 
continue to fi ght on behalf of 
all New Zealanders, working 
hard to preserve the gains 
we’ve made over the last 
nine years.

At a local level, I will 
continue to ensure your 
voice is heard in Parliament. 
I will be strongly advocating 
on your behalf so that our 
lawmakers understand 
how legislation will affect 
the Coast, and the rest of 
Taranaki. I am here to support 
local causes, organisations 
and community groups, 
and to help when you 
have trouble dealing with 
government departments. 
There are a number of 
exciting opportunities being 
developed in our region and I 
am determined that business, 
tourism and educational 
aspirations will continue to 

grow.
I’m always keen to hear 

from you, whether you have 
a problem, an idea, or want 
to give feedback. I have 
my next Opunake clinic 
at Coastal Care on Friday 
November 24. It’s helpful 
if you want an appointment, 
to pre-book it, so I can make 
sure you have time set aside 
for you. Please call my offi ce 
at any time on 06 759 1363 
and please feel welcome 
to call anytime if there’s 
something that I can help 
with. 

It is a great honour and 
privilege to be your Member 
of Parliament and you can be 
assured I remain committed 
to strongly representing you 
and everyone in the New 
Plymouth electorate.

                Jonathan Young 
Member of Parliament for 

New Plymouth

On October 14, 1959 
Australian actor Errol Flynn 
died of a heart attack. He was 
born in Tasmania in 1909, 
son of a marine biologist, 
whom he was very close to. 

However, his relationship 
with his mother Marelle was 
diffi cult.

His early acting career was 
on stage in England but he 
was signed up by Warner 
Brothers in Hollywood and 
made many fi lms.  His fi rst 
movie was The Case of the 
Curious Bride (1935). Later 
fi lms of note were Captain 
Blood, The Adventures 
of Robin Hood and The 
Charge of the Light Brigade. 
He never won an Oscar, 
however.

He married several times 
and many actresses were 
attracted to him. While 
separated from one wife, he 
fl atted with Academy award 
winning actor David Niven 
who wrote, “He wasn’t a 
kind man but he was fun to 
be with.”

On this month in history 
Errol Flynn dies

Our brigade members 
were deeply saddened by 
the news that one of our 
Life Honorary members, 
Ian “Smithy” Smith, had 
passed away. Smithy joined 
our brigade back in 1948 
and resigned after serving 
34 years for the community. 
His father Jim was one of 
the founding members of 
our brigade and Ian joined 
soon after his 16th birthday. 
Initially he was a fi re fi ghter 
but in 1973 he decided to 
form a Fire Police Unit, and 
it is still going strong today. 

Someone mentioned to 
me the other day that for 
Halloween, they were 
thinking about getting some 
Chinese paper lanterns, 
lighting them and letting 
them go skywards. I had 
heard of this type of stunt 
before (around Oakura a 
few years back) but I never 
thought anyone around 
here would be thinking of 
repeating it. They thought 
it would be a real good joke 

to scare everyone as they 
drifted over town.  I asked 
if he had thought about the 
dangers involved with a trick 
like that and he said “nah, it 
would just be good fun.” 

After a wee chat, he 
luckily went off the idea 
when he realised that the 
lanterns were actually out 
of control fi res that could 
land anywhere and cause 
vegetation or property fi res.

If you are thinking about 
using these sky lanterns at 
any stage for a celebration, 
always keep them tied up 
and don’t let them go. Check 
with the South Taranaki 
District Council (on 0800 
323 111) before lighting up 
to see if there is a closed fi re 
season and ask them if there 
are any by-laws regarding 
this practice.

We were on the move 
around 6 o’clock on the 
evening of Wednesday 
18th when a call came in 
regarding a “fence on fi re” 
at Phil Brophy’s Heartland 

Building yard. Thankfully it 
was only a rogue ember or 
two from an incinerator that 
had decided to make a run 
for it, but they were halted at 
the fence by a garden hose.

Friday started with a call 
to the high school at around 
7:30, when a heat detector 
decided to play up and set off 
the alarm. We were requested 
by the  Fire Command 
Centre to respond with two 
appliances but fi re fi ghters 
were light on the ground so 
the Rahotu Brigade came to 
help if required. Luckily it 
wasn’t a repeat of the 1982 
incident and we were all 

heading home once we gave 
the school a thorough check 
over.

 Later in the morning we 
were heading in the direction 
of the Wiremu Road when 
a vehicle decided to take a 
short cut into a paddock. The 
driver was lucky to escape 
with only his pride being 
dented.

Sunday morning started 
when the pagers went off 
at 5:30 with a medical call 
on Brennan Place to give 
assistance to a person having 
breathing issues.

      
                         Hot Embers

Halloween a time to be careful
OPUNAKE FIRE SERVICE
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Pat McFetridge AREINZ 

M 027 273 3940  AH 06 752 4219

taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Residential, lifestyle and farms around The Coast and New Plymouth

Pat McFetridge
Rural   Residential

Build A Rural Dream
Build new or relocate a home to this fabulous 3.3186 ha 
bare land block with river boundary and stunning views of 
Mt Taranaki. Good building sites on many parts of this block 
with two entrances one a ROW and the other directly from 
Ngariki Road. The paddocks are all grass, good fencing 
including boundary and it could graze up to 10 heifers or 
dairy grazers. School bus to Rahotu Primary and Opunake 
High at the gate.  Enjoy living in a quiet and peaceful area.

For Sale Buyer Enquiry Over $240,000
View Sunday 29 October 12.30 - 1.00pm
www.taranakiharcourts.co.nz/NP8238

Pat McFetridge
M 027 273 3940 P 06 752 4219
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Rahotu 135 Upper Ngariki Road

Team Taranaki Ltd  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

A Truly Romantic And Charming Villa
On the edge of the Okato Township is this stunning lifestyle 
property which would have to be one of the most sought 
a�er properties in Okato. Originally built in the 1920s the 
house has been beautifully restored and extended keeping 
within the character of the 1920s but also has the charm of 
the modern day.

For Sale
View by appointment
www.taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Pat McFetridge
M 027 273 3940 P 06 752 4219
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Okato  100 Oxford Road

Team Taranaki Ltd  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Stunning Kiwi Coastal Bach - Stunning Views
What a great opportunity to own your own holiday-
home-plus-investment in coastal Taranaki. Fantastically 
situated for the outdoor attractions of the Taranaki 
region, this is just a stone’s throw away from the beach 
and boat ramp where there’s great fishing! 
• 5 minute walk to the local river for swimming
• 15 minute drive to Mt Egmont National Park
• 20 di�erent surf breaks within a 15 minute drive. 

For Sale Buyer Enquiry Over $340,000
View Sunday 29 October 11.00 - 11.30am
www.taranakiharcourts.co.nz/NP6781

Pat McFetridge
M 027 273 3940 P 06 752 4219
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Warea  32 Anglers Ave

Team Taranaki Ltd  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Roy’s Palace
This large 1970 ́s well-built home is set on a hill with stunning 
views of the mountain and surrounded by 7,900m2 of your 
own private native bush. Pick the fruit from the fruit trees and 
admire the plantings. Three large double bedrooms plus an 
o�ice, a real farmers large kitchen/dining area which leads to 
a big lounge that opens out onto a large veranda making it 
excellent for indoor-outdoor living, an extra bonus is the huge 
basement garage and workshop with internal access. 

For Sale Expressions Of Interest
View Sunday 29 October 2.00 - 3.00pm
www.taranakiharcourts.co.nz/NP8239

Pat McFetridge
M 027 273 3940 P 06 752 4219
pat@taranakiharcourts.co.nz

Warea  206 Warea Road

Team Taranaki Ltd  Licensed Agent REAA 2008

OPEN HOME

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

SOLD

Halloween a time to be careful

A substantial family home 
with charming gardens ticks 
many boxes for someone 
looking for a lifestyle block 
in the country.

The established property in 
Warea Road has so much to 
commend it.

Roy who has lived in the 
road for 92 years, grew up 
next door and eventually 
took over the family dairy 
farm originally owned by his 
grandfather. The house still 
stands.

Roy had the house built 
40 years ago surveying off 
1.9 hectares from the family 
farm. The site was originally 
a metal pit. Slightly elevated, 
he took great care to make 
sure the new house was ori-
entated to capture the sun 
which streams into the main 
living area. “It’s lovely and 
warm,” says Roy. He also 
planted pine trees to shelter 
the property from wind. He 
has lived alone since his 
wife Lilah passed away 25 
years ago.

The substantial 3 bedroom 
low maintenance brick house 
has a large open plan living 
area including a dining area 
and kitchen with a large walk 
in pantry. Leading off this 
area a sizeable lounge from 
which there is access to a 
deck, the garden and beyond, 
views of the family farm now 
managed by Roy’s son Ian.

A rural lifestyle property with everything
Fully carpeted throughout, 

the lounge leads to hall and 
the front door reception area. 
Off the hall are the toilet and 
laundry, bathroom, a sepa-
rate shower room and three 
bedrooms. The bedrooms all 
have built in wardrobes and, 
typical of the seventies era, 
two have attractive built in 
desks and a dressing table.

Also leading off the hall 
way is an offi ce area. From 
here there is access via a 
wooden staircase to a huge 
double garage. There is also 
a separate single garage under 
the house. 

A real fi x it man, Roy points 
proudly to the tidy white 
fence he built, the cattle stop 
he made and takes us on a 
walk through the delightful 
gardens he’s cultivated which 

include a well worn track – 
big enough for the 4 wheeler 
bike Roy drives – through an 
enchanting natural bush walk 
that culminates in a charming 
dell with various fruit trees 
including a walnut tree and a 
fi g tree, both  over a hundred 
years old, and an old quince 
tree. Roy has also planted 

kiwi fruit, a macadamia tree, 
grape vine and other fruit 
trees. 

There’s a seat in this idyllic 
spot with the legs made from 
the old seats at Opunake’s 
Everybodys Theatre which 
Roy constructed himself. He 
also has a number of hives on 

the property and collects his 
own honey.

Fifteen years ago Roy added 
another standalone double 
garage which today houses 
his immaculate 1953 Hudson 
Horner..

In fact the property has 8 
sheds on it which has become 
something of a family joke 
with daughter Helen exclaim-
ing to her father periodically 
over the years, not another 
shed.

“I never like things to be 
outside in the wet,” says Roy 
so as I got more I’d build 
another shed. 

The property was surveyed 
off from part of the original 
farm which was either side of 
the road and comprised 102 
acres on which Roy milked 

140 cows. 
The farm was owned by 

his father and Roy attended 
Warea School which was 
closed 15 years ago. He left 
school at 14 to work on the 
farm and though they had 
electricity, it would often go 
off and they’d have to milk 
by hand. He’d have to milk 
34 cows he remembers and 
it would take several hours.

Roy will be moving into a 
unit at Summerset Retirement 
Village. “I love mixing with 
people,” he says.

Tenders are asked for the 
property and will close on 
November 24.

An Open Home at 206 
Warea Road, Warea will 

be held on Sunday October 
29 from 2.00-3.00pm.

The large lounge with dining area and rural views.

Roy Donald and his 1953 Hudson Horner which he’s 
owned for nearly 46 years. The immaculate vehicle, which 
easily sits four abreast, has offi ciated at 19 weddings says 
Roy.

RIGHT

The entrance 
was to the 
charming 
native 
bushwalk that 
ends in the 
secret garden 
dell.
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Simple, easy to  
understand legal advice
When it comes to legal issues in the farming industry, 

you’ll find the team at RMY Legal speak your language.

POWERLINE FAULTS 
AND SERVICING

From a fuse or broken insulator replaced 
to a complete powerline rebuild 

           Call: TOP OF THE LINE 
ELECTRICITY SERVICES

Powerline Servicing Specialists
Free line inspections

Free advice | Free quotes

Greg Lewis: 027 453 0326
Justin Robinson: 027 445 9162 

 Another strong performance 
from the Long Term Invest-
ment Fund (LTIF) and ac-
counting adjustments saw 
the South Taranaki District 
Council’s books show a  sur-
plus of $11.98 million when 
it adopted its 2016/2017 An-
nual Report.
 Council Chief Executive 
Craig Stevenson says this 
is largely a ‘paper surplus’. 
The two biggest contributors 
to the larger-than-expected 
surplus was an accounting 
adjustment which provided 
a $4.283 million gain on 

Annual Report shows strong result
derivative contract valua-
tions (swaps), paired with 
the Council’s LTIF return-
ing $11.92 million which 
was $2.8 million more than 
budgeted.
At year end, the LTIF bal-
ance totalled $137.43 mil-
lion (including $12.36 mil-
lion of internal borrowings), 
up from $131.65 million in 
2015/16.
 Mr Stevenson says the 
Council currently draws 
down $5.6 million each 
year from the LTIF which 
provides $3.87 million to 
subsidise general rates and a 
further $1.73 million to ser-
vice  loans for specifi c com-
munity projects. 
“In this way the Council has 
returned around $96 mil-
lion back to its communities 
since it was started in 1997,”
“All revenue over and above 
the annual drawdown of $5.6 
million is returned to the 
LTIF to create a buffer for 
those years when it doesn’t 
perform so well,” he says. 
Council’s sound and con-
stantly improving fi nancial 
position also saw Standard 
and Poor’s (S&P) upgrade 
Council’s long term credit 

rating from A+ to AA- and 
short term rating from A-1 
to A-1+ with Stable outlook. 
“This is a pleasing result for 
Council because it means we 
can borrow at even lower 
margins which is good news 
for our ratepayers” he says.   
Among highlights for the 
year were the fi rst proj-
ect of the Hawera Town 
Centre Strategy, Campbell 
Lane, was completed and 
the second project, ‘Butch-
ers Lane’, was started. The 
Council also purchased the 
property where the new Cen-
tre for Heritage, Arts, Li-
brary, Culture and Informa-
tion (CHALCI) will be built.  
Work was completed on 
Stage 1 of the Denby Road 
to Waihi Beach Walkway 
and just over 1 km of new 
footpath was built in Ma-
naia. These projects are part 
of the Council’s Pathways 
Programme which aims to 
develop a network of walk-
ways and cycleways. 
 The fi rst stage in the devel-
opment of the new regional 
landfi ll just south of Eltham 
was started with major road 
improvements on SH3 at the 
intersection with Rotokare 

Road. Once completed this 
work will improve visibility 
and provide safe intersection 
access for road users.
 Seismic strengthening work 
on the Hawera Community 
Centre Hall was completed 
which means the whole com-
plex has now been brought 
up to 67 per cent of the new 
building standard. 
The Taumata Recreation 
Centre in Eltham’s Taumata 
Park was completed and 
opened in May 2017. This 
project was co-funded by 
the Council, TSB Commu-
nity Trust, Lion Foundation 
and NZCT, with contribu-
tions from the two main user 
groups the Eltham Football 
Club and Eltham Athletics 
Club.
The Council has also made 
progress developing the new 
District Plan. 
 A wet autumn/winter has 
caused widespread slips on 
roads across the District, 
particularly in the Waitotara 
Valley, Tangahoe Valley, 
Rawhitiroa, Aorere, Morea 
Valley, Glen Nui and Wing-
rove Roads. All roads were 
cleared and reopened at a 
cost of around $200,000.

Ravensdown is celebrating 
40 years as a fertiliser Co-
operative in New Zealand. 
Mike Davey (right 
foreground of picture), 
Regional Manager, said 
the dairy industry has been 
good for Taranaki and 
Ravensdown recognised 
the foresight of the Kiwi 

Ravensdown honours Kiwi 
Dairies directors

Dairy Co-op Directors to 
form one dairy company in 
Taranaki, a forerunner of 
Fonterra.
Mike organised a luncheon 
for former directors of 
Kiwi Dairies with eleven 
attending - one of whom 
travelled from Australia 
where he is currently 
farming.
Morris Roberts, who was 
Chairman of Kiwi Dairies, 
thanked Ravensdown and 
reminisced on his time in  
the dairy industry.

On this month 
in history Rod 
Dixon wins 
New York 
Marathon

On October 23, 1983 Rod 
Dixon of New Zealand 
became the fi rst non-
American to win the New 
York Marathon. He had 
quite a battle with England’s 
Geoff Smith, overtaking 
him in the last stages of the 
race to win by nine seconds. 
Rod’s time of 2 hours 8 
minutes 59 seconds was the 
second fastest winning time 
in the prestigious event and 
the tenth fastest marathon 
of all time (up till then).
Earlier in his running career 
Rod was better known as a 
middle distance runner who 
once won a bronze medal at 
the Olympics.
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OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL
                           Te Kura Tuarua o Opunake
OPUNAKE HIGH SCHOOL
                           Te Kura Tuarua o Opunake

PO Box 4, Opunake 4645
P: 067618723 

Attendance: 0800288363
admin@opunake.school.nz

www.opunake.school.nz

Growing good people for a rapidly changing world
He waihangatanga o te tangata pai i roto i tenei ao hurihuri

TERM 4
7 Nov H&S Meeting 7pm
18 Nov Surf Academy Race Night
30 Nov Graduation Dinner
1 Dec Junior Prizegiving
4-6 Dec Junior Camps

The Principal and Staff warmly 
invite you to be present at 

Senior Prizegiving
11:00am Thursday

2nd November 2017
in the School Hall followed by light luncheon.

Join us to celebrate a 
successful year!!!

Simon Fuller
PRINCIPAL

NZ SECONDARY SCHOOL NATIONAL CHAMPS
Congratulations to Girls Basketball Team on becoming NZ Secondary School 
A National Champions at Palmerston North in September for the second year 
running. Congratulations to Isabelle Cook named Most Valued Player for the 
tournament.
Back Row: Coach Angelo Hill, Assistant Coach Catherine Cook, Olivia Bright, 
Isabelle Cook, Hayley Quinnell, Alyscia Lang, Manager Sharon Quinnell
Front Row: Jessica Roach, Iritana Hohaia, Simone Cook (Captain), Krysten 
Johnson, Tenaeya Sutcliffe

ISA WORLD’s
Julia Phillips and Murray Weir attended the 2017 ISA World Kneeboard  
Champs in Somo Spain during the school holidays. 
Julia placed 6th and Murray 2nd in their respective grades. Well done and an 
amazing experience for you both. Julia pictured right.

OHS Boys Hockey Team
Standing: Campbell DeCent, Caleb Feek, Cormach Hughson-How, Keifer Er-
icson, Michael McCarty, Taine Morgan, Thomas Elliot, Charmal Reddy, Lucas 
Feek, Logan Bellve, Shane Tocino
Front: Harley Harding, Kade Sinclair, Daniel Potier, James Cram

OHS Girls Hockey Team: 
Standing: Kendra Langton, Alyssia Redin, Danielle Kidd, Kacy Bellve, Taylor 
King, Loyd Morgan (Coach), Ayla Baldwin, Madaline Symes
Front: Krysten Johnson, Aimee Abplanalp, Ariana Dingle, Lucy Shegedin, Ali 
Dorrian, Aleisha Cram Goalie:Jazmine Huston (Stratford HS)

HOCKEY 
It was an outstanding year for the Opunake High School Boys & Girls Hockey 
teams. Both sides worked their way through round-robin competitions to finish 
top of both of their respective ladders. Huge thanks to local hockey legend, 
Lloyd Morgan, for putting many hours into coaching both sides. Vince Edwards, 
you were also the man, driving a van every Tuesday night to NP or Stratford - 
OHS has to travel at least 40min for every game, the only Taranaki Secondary 
School to do this - so you’re awesome Eddie.
Thanks to all the parents and supporters who log travel time.

WITT
Congratulations to the students below 
who received certificates and awards 
in their respective learning areas.
Back Row: Cian Howarth( Restaurant 
Service), Cameron Hasler 
(Restaurant Service), Danny Heather 
(Automotive), Christopher Seyb (Art & 
Design), Vaugh Grant (Cookery)
Front Row: Willow Wright (Sports & 
Fitness), Janis Baker (Welding/Fab-
rication)

BASKET BUDDY
Katie Sinclair and Janis Baker at-
tended the Young Enterprise Scheme 
Taranaki Regional Awards in New 
Plymouth on Thursday October 19.
Their first award was a certificate in 
recognition of Chamber of Commerce 
showcase Best Stand, winning back in 
August. 
The second award was the Speak-
ing Made Easy Trophy for the Best 
Business Presentation at the Dragons 
Den final, plus runner up in the Oral 
Presentation Award. A massive thank 
you to all of the sponsors of the YES 
program and the sponsors of these 
amazing awards, nothing would have 
been possible without them. Congratu-
lations to Janis and Katie on your hard 
work and commitment to making such 
a successful project.
Photo Left: Mr Fuller, Katie Sinclair and 
Janis Baker.

IRITANA HOHAIA 
Congratulations Iritana Hohaia (photo below) who was awarded the:
Taranaki Rugby Womens Sevens Player of the Year trophy at the Taranaki 
Rugby Awards on Tuesday night in New Plymouth.  Iritana also scored the 
most tries for the season and was named Most Valued Player. She was pre-

sented with the Trophy at the closing 
day tournament for the Secondary 
School sevens series.

SAMOA
Samoa 2017 has proven to be 
another  great opportunity for 
students from Opunake High 
School to further develop the life 
long skills needed to become 
leaders of the future. Stepping off 
the plane in 30 degree heat  the 
first of many first time experiences 
for the 10 students that travelled to 
Samoa this year. The first 4 days 
staying near Apia allowed for tours 
through Government Building, 
Apia Cathedral, Robert Louis Ste-
venson Museum and the Museum 
of Samoa giving a great insight 
into the history and cultural of this 
Pacific Paradise. A tour around the 
island of Upolu with a local guide 
allowed the opportunity to discover 
some of the true beauty of this 
country. Stops at Piula Caves, 
Lalamona Beach, Te Sua Trench 
and some of the local villages 

highlights of the stay. After some unplanned changes to the itinerary, we 
handed over the van keys and a last minute dash to the ferry we arrived safely 
on Savaii. Tanu Beach bus was waiting to take us back to our fales, this is truly 
the experience of the tour. Folding up the coconut leaf blinds and sweeping the 
white sand off the wooden floor before heading down to the crystal clear 20 
degree water.  Although there was no tsunami of the 2009 trip, and no rugby 
win of the 2013 tour the emotion of being invited back Ito O Tane School for 
sports and cultural exchange is an experience our students will never forget.  
Snorkling with thousands of different fish and swimming above wild turtles 
as they grazed the sea weed below unforgettable highlights.   I will make no 
mention of the dented van or the shark fin that turned out to be the corner of a 
sack. It is an extreme privilege to be part of a third tour to Samoa. Our students 
again displayed the DREAM values the make us all proud to be part of OHS 
but more importantly seeing them grow from this experience and a genuine 
appreciation of their own home and culture. We extend our sincere thanks 
to the wider community and everyone who has helped make this tour 
of Samoa a life changing experience for our students. Fa’afetai
Students and parents that participated were: Catherine Dahm, Jacob, 
Ellison, Paul Whakatutu, Keonte Ngatai, Shaun Brider, Shavorn 
Johnson, Ben Shelford, Simone Cook, Zeno Hess, Tianna Osborne, 
Brooke, Jacqui Rultand with Simon Fuller and Andy Whitehead.
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Specialising in 
Low Shed and Silo 

deliveries

Peter Sole 
TRANSPORT

Phone: 027 443 1807
Office: 06 754 8454 or 0800 132511

15 months
INTEREST FREENormal lending criteria apply

Phone 0800 363 433  |  www.archgola.co.nz

• Warm & dry in winter
• 99% UV protection in summer
• Stylish & permanent
• Engineered for NZ conditions
• Optional side curtains
•	5 year warranty

Outdoor displays at 8 Seaview Rd TARANAKI

Use your outdoor living 
areas all year round

bayleys.co.nz/522424
FARM & LIFESTYLE SALES

JOHN BLUNDELL  027 240 2827

Opunake 599 Kaweora Road

The 138ha (more or less) dairy farm boasts a top of the range  
54-bale rotary cowshed, built in 2009. The land contour is mainly 
flat with very good races. Sheds include two calf sheds, five-bay
implement shed, bobby calf shed, large haybarn and fertilizer shed.
The lovely 400m main home has six bedrooms, two living areas
and double garage. The second house is a nice three bedroom
home.  
Adjoining the dairy farm is a large grazing block of 252ha
(more or less), less 82ha of QEII bush, so say 170ha. Part of this
land is starting to be brought into the dairy farm while the rest is
used for heifer and beef grazing. This block (WCL) comes with an
airstrip, three-bay implement shed and very good cattle yards.

Dairy farm + adjoining grazing block buy one or both
Tender
Closing 1pm, Fri 24 Nov 2017

View 1-2.30pm Wednesdays
1 Nov, 8 Nov, 15 Nov

John Blundell 027 240 2827

john.blundell@bayleys.co.nz

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, 
LICENSED UNDER THE REAA 2008

Taranaki wide sales, hire and service.
Free delivery, competitive prices.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS

with whatever you need.
and all living aids - we’ll help you

Kevin & Marilyn Bromell
154 PRINCES ST - HAWERA

Ph: 06 278 8072 - Freephone 0800 765 763
www.mobilityandmore.co.nz

0800 765 763
TARANAKI WIDE SALES & SERVICE

OBILITY &
ORE 2010 LTD

Soldier recounts experiences driving through liberated Europe
This issue we continue of a letter written by John McLean(Jock) Kirk, father of well known Taranaki artist Graham Kirk, who towards the end of World War II was a driver for a New 

Zealand offi cer tasked with making contact with liberated New Zealand POWs. As the Americans and British were making their way westward across coming to meet them from the other 
direction were their Russian allies. Last week Jock came face to face with the Russian ally. READ ON.

John McLean(Jock)Kirk.

You can’t fool with these 
Russians, they like shooting 
and they are not fussy who 
they shoot at so we waited 

another hour and a half, 
then the same old band 
arrived, looking as though 
they were about to drop, the 

instruments looked as though 
they had been dropped and 
jumped on many times, a few 
minutes later the old General 
arrived full of importance 
and took up his position at 
the corner of the street, we 
were allowed to go then, the 
old boy only wanted to stand 
on the corner and salute 
the boys as they drove past 
with the band playing. I am 
always glad to get out of the 
Russian area, I always feel 
that I am a prisoner there, 
they are a wicked looking 
lot and are just as wicked 
as they look, in fact worse, 
the stories some of the boys 
have told us would make 
your hair stand on end.

We had quite a long way to 
go to Halle and on the way 

we picked up half a dozen 
Britishers who had escaped 
from the Russians the day 
before, we put them in the 
back of our little truck as all 
the others were full and took 
them to Halle too.

It was well after dark when 
we reached Halle, we had 
picked up a Russian truck 
on the way, this was one of 
eight Russian trucks that 
were helping us to transport 

the boys to their new camp, 
the eight of them had a job 
to keep up to the others as 
all Russian trucks are in 
very bad condition and this 
one was the worst of the lot, 

we arrived a long time after 
the others and then we had 
to fi nd the rest of the eight 
Rooskies so as this one could 
join them and then buzz off 
back to their own camp, we 
told this one in sign language 
to follow us, but he was lost 
in two minutes inside the 
camp, we had a direction in 
which direction he had gone 
in so we set after him, the 
Boss told me to step on it 

so I stepped on it , hit a very 
bad bump and broke a front 
spring. I did not know at the 
time though. We found him 
eventually back where we 
had started from. We were 
going to take him back to 
Leipzig with us and let him 
spend the night there but we 
met his pals on the road and 
were glad to see the last of 
them all. It was then about 
11.pm and we headed for 
home which was about thirty 
miles away.

We were almost there when 
we ran into another Russian 
convoy heading towards us, 
they stopped us to enquire 
the way, more sign language, 
they had about another 
thousand British XPOWs 
on board, where they got 
them from nobody knew, 
we did not even know there 
were any more to come. The 
Boss decided that we had 
better take them to Halle as 
they would never fi nd their 
way themselves so away 
we went. These trucks were 
even worse than the others 
and could not do more than 
about 15 MPH, anyway that 

is the speed we travelled and 
when we eventually arrived 
we found that we had lost 
eighteen of them.

Somebody thought they 
knew which way the others 

had gone so away we went 
hell for leathr, broken spring 
and all. I had noticed by this 
time that the old bus was 
wandering pretty badly and 
bumping a bit but I put it 
down to sleepiness on my 
part, we had been going then 
for 19 hours, we tore along 
for half an hour or so in the 
direction the Rooskies were 
supposed to have gone, but 
had no luck. We went back 
to the camp and there they 
were unloading, we never 
asked where they had got to, 
we just headed for home. I 
got to bed at 4.30am.

I slept until 10.am and 
got up to fi nd that the Boss 
had already gone out with 
somebody in a jeep. I went 
and had a look at my truck 
and there was a broken 
spring alright. I swore a bit 
because as mine is a British 
make it was impossible to 
get any parts off the Yanks 
as they only had Yankee 
trucks. I knew where I could 
get a second hand spring but 
that was 140 miles away at 
Hildesheim near Brunswick, 
one of our old busses had 

been scrapped there. 
The Boss was not here to 

give me permission to go on 
so I decided to go without 
it. I reckoned that if I drove 
carefully I could not do 
the old bus any harm. I set 
out at 2.pm and drove very 
carefully for the fi rst two 
hours. By that time I was 
getting a bit browned off 
with 25MPH and put it up to 
30 for the next hour or two, 
it took me six hours to get 
there but I was doing 40 long 
before I got within sight of 
Hildesheim, however there 
was no harm done to the 
truck.

This camp was originally a 
Yankee one but it appeared 
that the British were taking 
over, anyway I stopped in the 
British half as I understand 
them better, the Yanks 
brown a chap off after a bit. I 
had my stretcher which I had 
borrowed a month before 
with me and it was just as 
well as there were no spare 
beds in the camp(just like the 
British). I was able to have a 
nice hot shower, the fi rst for 
a long time as we have not 
got hot water where we are 
and then I went to bed.

To be continued

The Ardennes in the snow.

Russian ex POWS to be exchanged for Allied.
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Trends in ecological health of waterways 1995-2016

47% No obvious trend51% Improvement 2% Deterioration

River ecology

The ecological health of waterways is assessed by studying the type of life they

sustain, and is the primary measure of freshwater quality. Across the region, our

rivers and streams are improving or not showing any significant changes. At more

and more sites, we’re seeing the best results since monitoring began in 1995.

Trends in physical and chemical measures of freshwater quality

No obvious trend1.0% Improvement 84.5% 14.5% Deterioration

2009-2016

Physical and chemical trends

Measuring organic contamination, nutrient concentrations and aesthetic quality can

flag pressures on waterways and indicate where to best focus our attention. The picture

in Taranaki is largely stable but our aim is to achieve more improvements and fewer

declines. Importantly, monitoring has found no association between nitrogen levels

in Taranaki’s streams and the ecological health of our waterways. And nitrate and

total nitrogen levels are not increasing.

207

samples

55

gradings
across 11

sites

Surveys at
sites21

59 sites
on 26

rivers/streams

Up to 22

measures at
each of

sites11

Algae

Algae, or periphyton, is essential for aquatic

ecosystems but excessive levels can cause

environmental and/or health problems. Just

about all of Taranaki’s monitored sites meet

national guidelines.

National guidelines for algae growth

94% Met guidelines

6% Exceeded guidelines

2014-2016

National standards

The Government has set compulsory standards

for a number of water-quality measures. Most

measurements at 11 Taranaki sites meet the

standards, with more than two-thirds achieving

the best score.

Ministry for the Environment gradings for

water uses 2013-2016

69% A

27% B

2% C

2% D Unacceptable - improvement required

Best

Intermediate

Acceptable

Can I swim?

Over summer, the Council monitors popular swimming spots

on the coast (where most people swim) and on our rivers and

streams. Freshwater sites are mostly good, with contamination

by wildfowl and gulls responsible for most of the problems.

Coastal sites are consistently good.

149 Acceptable

25

22

11 Unacceptable (source: cows)Acceptable (monitoring alert)

Unacceptable (source: birds)

Ministry for the Environment categories for

freshrecreational water quality Summer 2015/16

Freshwater quality is an intensely debated

issue, both nationally and regionally. It’s

worthy of serious discussion, but we shouldn’t

lose sight of two important facts:

David MacLeod,

Chairman, Taranaki
Regional Council

Waterways
Regional Council
Taranaki

report card

The Taranaki Regional Council has been

closely monitoring the quality of this region’s

waterways for more than two decades.

Improvements are increasingly apparent, thanks

mainly to significant investment and effort by

communities, farmers and industry.

This report covers the most recent findings of the

Council’s extensive water quality monitoring

programmes, which are designed to accepted

protocols and subject to external review and

audit to ensure their scientific integrity.

In a nutshell, the latest trends from more than

20 years of monitoring the ecological health and

physical and chemical state of our rivers and streams

show most measures are improving or not changing

significantly. And the latest assessments of in-stream

life – the primary indicator of water quality – are

again the best since we began measuring.

The whole region continues to invest in

measures to protect and enhance our

waterways. The benefits are more and

more apparent, and the Council is firmly

focused on working with the community

to achieve further improvements.

This page gives a broad overview

of the latest results. For more

detail go to www.trc.govt.nz/

taranaki-waterways-updates

info@trc.govt.nz www.trc.govt.nz06 765 7127 TaranakiRC TaranakiRegionalCouncil

Taranaki Regional Council

Working with people | caring for Taranaki

Where credit’s due
The improvements we’re seeing are the

result of consistent and continuing efforts

by farmers, industry and communities (via

local councils and grassroots groups). For

example:

Farmers have spent an estimated $80

million fencing and planting thousands

of kilometres of riverbanks.

Industry and communities have

invested millions of dollars to eliminate

or significantly reduce the number and

impact of discharges to fresh water.

The Taranaki Regional Council’s

comprehensive monitoring reveals a

consistently high rate of compliance

with resource consent requirements.

The bar is constantly being raised and this

work will only continue. Farmers are on

track to have the ring plain’s rivers and

streams entirely protected with fences and

vegetation by early in the new decade, and

are also switching to land-based disposal

of treated dairy effluent. Industry

constantly strives for cleaner and smarter

ways to operate.

We can look forward to more

improvements in the quality of our rivers

and streams.

2017

TRC Waterways Report 2017

- Wednesday 26 OctoberOC

Full page ROP 260x390 (right hand if poss) #67467
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0800
BULL HIRE

285 544
Well Grown Jersey Yearlings

BVD Tested and Vacinated
Graziers - we can handle large numbers 

For a price ring Sean @

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or we’ll take them back no charge.

AYRSHIRE and FRIESIAN 2yr olds for the cows later on

Washer & Co. Rahotu, Oakura, Pio Pio, Te Kuiti

For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Sinclair
Electrical&RefrigerationLtd

Ph 765 44 99
sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz
Okato7524084|Opunake7618084| Hawera 2748084

Doyoucomplywith new
coolingregulations?

Yo uCAN!!
with

Support
locally
made

T
H
E

• Allyourpre-cooling issues
solvedwithonesolution

• Pre-cooling madesimple
• Fitsyourexistingchillerunit

(noextraloadonyourpowersupply)
• Maintenancefree
• Onesize fitsall
• Utilisescheapnightrateelectricity
• Extremelycosteffective
• Guaranteedtocomply
• Sosimplebutitworks
• Locallymadein Taranaki
• Installed&servicedby

themanufacturer

Calltodayforanobligationfreequote

"Brilliant!Milkisalwayscold.Mypowerbillhas
droppedby$300amonth”
-ColinPope-Kaponga

"It's workingverywell,ourchillerismoreefficient. We
aresavingpowerandareveryhappy."
-StephenMourie-Opunake

"It's greattohavepeaceofmindknowingthatour
milkcoolingistakencareoff."
-PhilHardegger- Warea

Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new Do you comply with new 

All your pre-cooling issues 
solved with one solution
Pre-cooling made simple
Fits your existing chiller unit 
(no extra load on your power 
supply)
Maintenance Free
One size fits all
Utilises cheap night rate 
electricty
Extremely cost effective
Guaranteed to comply
So simple but it works
Locally made in Taranaki
Installed and serviced by the 
manufacturer.

Call today for an
obligation free quote

sinclairelect@xtra.co.nz
Okato 752 4084
Stratford 06 765 4499
Hawera 274 8084

Ph 761 8084
OPUNAKE

Bulls, Boners and
Store Cattle

making top money

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

In recent years Taranaki 
has had a good record  in the 
New Zealand Dairy Industry 
Awards. In 2014, Charlie 
and Jody McCaig took the 
New Zealand Share Farmer 
of the Year title, while in 
2015 Rob and Mel Van den 
Brand fi nished third, as did 
this year’s Taranaki winners 
Dion and Johanna Bishell.

On the same day that 
entries for the New Zealand 
Share farmer, Dairy 
manager and Dairy trainee 
of the Year opened, regional 
launch events were held 
in Kaponga, Inglewood 
and Waverley. This gave a 
chance for anybody thinking 
of entering to pick the brains 
of those who had been there 
before.

“Hopefully this year we 
can get more people entering 
the crucial sharefarmer 
category” Taranaki 
organising committee 
member Brad Markham 

Don’t be put off by a wet spring

said. Brad had previously 
won the Auckland-Hauraki 
sharefarmer title with 
Matthew Herbert. They now 
contract milk on the Upper 
Duthie Road and were at the 
Kaponga event. “We have had 
real strong interest for trainee 
and manager, but sharefarmer 
has been a bit light,”Brad said.

In previous years a low dairy 
payout and a wet spring may 
have discouraged people from 
entering.

“We’ve had a wet season, 
but hopefully now the sun is 
out people should be more 
confi dent to give it a go,” says 
Brad.

Last year’s sharefarmer 
winners Dion and Johanna 
Bishell say spring has been 
“challenging” but the grass is 
starting to grow. 

“People shouldn’t be scared 
to enter,” Johanna said. “When 
we entered there was the worst 
payout you could imagine and 
everyone had huge defi cits in 
their bank balances. We found 
our second sharemilking job 
at a time of low payout. We 
put our proposition to our 
bank manager and he said, do 

it.”
Factors like climate and the 

dairy payout which affect 
everybody can’t be controlled.

“It’s about justifying what 
you’ve done and why you’ve 
done it,” she said.

Sam Hughson is no stranger 
to the awards, having entered 
three times before. He was 
Taranaki dairy trainee of the 
year in 2016 and fi nished 
runner up in the dairy manager 
category this year. Now on the 
organising committee, he says 
he is undecided on whether to 
enter a fourth time.

“It’s good to see young 
guys who are the future of 
the industry entering these 
awards,” he said. “Entering 
the awards puts you out there 
for future job positions. If you 

enter in a bad season you 
can show the judges what 
you have done to control or 
manage it.”

 Having a look were Phil 
Read and Emma Jarden from 
Toko who had just taken 
up a management position 
milking 360 cows on a 
156ha property. For Emma 
who was previously in the 
air force it’s only her third 
season farming, while Phil’s 
farming experience includes 
farming and harvesting in 
the United States.  They 
were looking at possibly 
entering next year.

“We’ve just started and 
are getting more knowledge 
about farming under our 
belt,” Emma said.

2015 Taranaki Sharefarmer of the Year Rob Van den Brand(left) chats with Emma 
Jarden and Phil Read.

Opunake

Hawera

Rahotu

Pungarehu

OAKURA
NP

OAKURA
Taranaki’s Main St.

All Major Fuel Cards Accepted
OPEN 7 DAYS - 6am - 10pm

LPG
ANY SIZE

Route 45, Taranaki’s Main Street

BOTTLES

PRICES!

CITY

Open Every day of the year from
6am till 10pm
You can rely on us!

Opunake

Hawera

Rahotu

Pungarehu

OAKURA
NP

OAKURA
Taranaki’s Main St.

All Major Fuel Cards Accepted
OPEN 7 DAYS - 6am - 10pm
Service Station

More than just a

LPG
ANY SIZE

Route 45, Taranaki’s Main Street

BOTTLES

PRICES!

CITY

Open Every day of the year from
6am till 10pm
You can rely on us!

Opunake

Hawera

Rahotu

Pungarehu

OAKURA
NP

OAKURA
Taranaki’s Main St.

LPG BOTTLE FILL
any size - any day

any time 5.30am - 10pm
Don’t get sucked in!

You only pay for what goes in

Route 45, Taranaki’s Main Street

PRICES!

CITY

Open Every day of the year from 5:30am till 10pm
You can rely on us!

All major fuel cards accepted
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Enquiries        06 761 8122 or a/h 027 235 6533 
Call 889 Kaweora Road - Opunake 

Culvert pipe    1200mm 900mm 
  
Inspection pipe   900mm 900mm  
Inspection pipe   600mm 900mm 
Inspection pipe   600mm 600mm 
Inspection pipe   1200mm 900mm 
   
Inspection pipe Lid (stepped)   900mm 
Inspection pipe lid (flat)    900mm 
Inspection pipe lid (flat)    1200mm  
 
End pipe   900mm  900mm 
End pipe   900mm  600mm 
  
Box culvert   1200mm  2m x 1m 
Box Culvert   1200mm  2m x 2m 
Box culvert base  3.6 x 2.4m    
  
 
Square trough  300 gal   
Square trough  170 gal   
Round trough  250 gal   
 
Vat ring   750 high 
       
Bridge decks     
Wall – T sections    2m x 2m & 6m x 1.2m -   
  

Other Custom made Products on request 
 

Kuriger Engineering 
 

Is Back Making Their Top Quality  
40MpA Quality Reinforced Precast Concrete Products 

 
 
 

Bulls, Boners and
Store Cattle

making top money

NZ FARMERS LIVESTOCK

Contact
Tim Hurley - 027 445 1167

Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511
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Washer & Co
0800 4 SPILT MILK
0800 477 458 OR  0800 479 264
Serving you without fail

for the past 21 years!

1: Prompt Payment
2: Collecting around the clock
3: Confidentiality guaranteed
4: No detergent please   
5: Here for the next 4 months

Washer & Co
Rahotu or Oakura

Yes, we are collecting 
fresh colostrum now!
20 cents a litre plus GST 

10 cents a litre for Spilt Milk
We offer

  TRACTOR & MACHINERY SERVICE & REPAIRS

  ON FARM SERVICING

  AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE, REPAIRS AND HOSE MAKING

  SPARE PARTS & FARM OILS

  IMPLEMENTS & ATTACHMENTS - SALES AND SERVICE

  FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIAN

  TARANAKI & WANGANUI INDEPENDENT FERGIE TRACTOR 
SPECIALISTS

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford 
Mob 0272 207 701

MASSY FERGUSON   FORD  SAME  LANDINI ISEKI  VALTRA   
INTERNATIONAL 

MATBRO
  MERLO  DAVID BROWN  URSUS RENAULT   JOHN DEERE

Morris NZ sign [3000 x 600] - 110213_Layout 1  11/02/2013  14:11  Page 1

the winning formula since 1869

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford

Mob 0272 207 701

MASSEY FERGUSON

Ph 06 762 8023

Ian Crawford

Mob 0272 207 701

Controller for vacuum systems

Contact us

0800 10 7006www.corkillsystems.co.nz

Varivac

• Proven to reduce SCC
• Easily installed between milkings
• Up to 40% power saving across shed

LOWER CELL COUNT!
REDUCE POWER COSTS!

The only system designed specifically to retrofit 
to all vacuum pump types including water ring.

Who better than Noah to lead the way to the promised land?

Hank Lina with a World Wide Sires herd

In this instance, Noah 
is an elite dairy bull – one 
of a team of bulls the 
largest dairy farmer-owned 
cooperative in the world 
has put together at a special 
discount price especially 
for Taranaki and Manawatu 
farmers.

World Wide Sires’ 
General Manager Hank 
Lina says extreme wet 
conditions have challenged 
dairy farmers across the 
country.

“They could do with a 
break, and while we can’t 
do anything about the 
weather, we can give them 
access to some elite dairy 
bulls specifi cally selected to 
provide the traits needed by 
Kiwi farmers.

“We’ve heavily discounted 
the price of semen and also 
thrown in two free straws 
of short gestation Hereford 
semen for every $200 
spent.”

Hank Lina said the bulls 
represent some of the best 
Holstein Friesian and Jersey 
bloodlines in the world – 
“bulls which will correct 

a lot of the conformation 
and production issues we’re 
increasingly seeing on New 
Zealand dairy farms.

“Our breeding consultants 
are talking with farmers 
frustrated that BW is not 
delivering commercial 
dairy cows. We’re working 
with clients who have had 
to cull up to 20% of their 
replacement heifers because 
they have conformation 
traits which affect 
production i.e. sickle and 
cow hocks (restricting room 
for the udder), poor legs and 
feet, high and narrow pin 
bones (impacting on calving 
ease) and narrow muzzles 
(affecting their ability to 
graze).

“Those farmers are looking 
for other options, and they’re 
coming to World Wide 
Sires because they know 

they will get replacement 
heifers which will go into 
the herd as two year olds and 
perform. Our genetics are 
moderate sized with great 
conformation with high 
components.

“Cows sired by our 
bulls on average produce 
signifi cantly more than ‘the 
average’ New Zealand cow 
by as much as 100kgms per 
year – which enables farmers 
to increase the production 
and profi tability of their 
farms while maintaining or 
even reducing cow numbers.

“We’ve had a number of 
farmers who in the past 
elected to have a bob each 

way,  breeding 50 per cent 
of the herd to their New 
Zealand genetics company, 
and 50 per cent to World 
Wide Sires. The difference 
between the resulting crops 
of calves convinced those 
farmers to convert 100 per 
cent to World Wide Sires.”

Hank Lina said Taranaki 
and Manawatu farmers 
can fi nd out more about 
the Wet Winter Relief 
Pack by contacting one 
of the regions’ breeding 
consultants -Taranaki .Claire 
Bourke, South Taranaki, 027 
251 1770. Kirby Wilson, 
North Taranaki 021 898 334. 
Manawatu/Wairarapa  
Kelly Powell 027 898 3344.

A Taumarunui stock trader 
who transported chronically 
ill and severely lame goats 
to a processing plant has 
been fi ned $6,000 under the 
Animal Welfare Act.

Fifty-fi ve-year-old David 
Renouf Hutchings was 
sentenced in the Rotorua 
District Court last week.

He earlier pleaded guilty 
to three charges relating to 
the transport of 55 severely 
lame goats who were also 
suffering a range of illnesses 
including an ingrown horn, 
poor body condition and 
exposed tendons.

Hutchings’ offending 
was detected by a Ministry 
for Primary Industries 
veterinarian on three 
occasions in January and 
February this year.

On the fi rst occasion, 24 
of the 167 goats transported 
were drafted out for severe 
lameness, the signs of which 
included head-bobbing, cross 
legs, refusing to walk and 
limping. One goat had severe 
muscle wasting on a back leg. 
Those goats were priority 
slaughtered.

On the second occasion, 
30 goats were drafted out 
for lameness and other 
welfare issues. One goat 
was emergency slaughtered 

Stock trader fi ned

Continued page 17



South Taranaki Branch
25 Wallscourt Place, Normanby

Ph: 06 272 8725  Fax: 06 272 8724

New Plymouth Branch
28 Hudson Road, Bell Block, New Plymouth

Ph: 06 755 9150  Fax: 06 755 1611

Services provided to the Farming Industry

Fresh Water Delivery’s
Septic Tank Cleaning
Drain Cleaning
CCTV (Drain and Pipe Inspection)
Hydro Excavation/Hydro Demolition
Abrasive Blasting and Coating
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For compe��ve pricing on all your rural cartage 

requirements - Give us a call today!

Taranaki wide

Phone 0800 707 404

BuildLink Kitset Sheds come 
in various sizes and options.

Value Farm Sheds

Value Building Supplies farm buildings are constructed from 
quality materials that last, at prices you can afford. Visit our 
website for additional details: www.valuebuilding.co.nz

FREE ON SITE 
MEASURE & QUOTE

1 KATERE RD, NEW PLYMOUTH 
PHONE: 06 759 7435 

JAMES ST, INGLEWOOD 
PHONE: 0800 245 535

For the company’s 
managing director, Value 
Building Supplies is more 
than just a name.

“I think the service we 
give is top notch,” Stuart 
Waite says. “We look after 
our customers, and our staff 
go the extra mile explaining 
what the different options 
are for them.”

The company employs 
around 50 people, and from 
New Plymouth their trucks 
deliver as far away as Te 
Kuiti and Waverley and out 
to the back country behind 
Stratford. Their farm sheds 
can be as found as far away 
as Marakopa near Awakino.

Their story begins back in 
the 1950s when the business 
started off as Valintine’s 
Sawmill at Inglewood. In 
1994 they became Value 
Timber Supplies Ltd trading 
as Value Building Supplies. 
The following year they 
opened their branch in 
New Plymouth complete 
with a range of building 
supplies for builders and 
the home do it yourselfer, 
complementing their 
Inglewood branch with its 
sawmill and timber yard. 
In 2006, the New Plymouth 
branch at Waiwakaiho 
was expanded and a new 
building opened.

A long tradition of giving 
value to the customer

Standing by his work. Stuart Waite.
As a member of the 

Buildlink Group, Value 
Building Supplies is 
associated with other 
like-minded independent 
businesses around the 
country. 

As well as timber and 
building supplies, the 
company also produces 
houses, farm sheds, calf 
pens, and a range of other 
products and services.

They can build farm sheds 
of any size, and being able 
to source their own timber 
gives their company an 
advantage, says Stuart. They 
also have their own builders.

“We have more control 
over the quality of the shed. 
We tend to use larger-sized 
poles, so the sheds aren’t 
fl imsy and not likely to blow 
down in a Taranaki gale.”

The roundwood posts 
produced in their Inglewood 
mill have also proved a hit 
with their customers, Stuart 
says.

“Our posts are bigger and 
higher quality than any on 
the market. Once farmers 
use our posts they don’t buy 
any other.”

A more recent venture for 
the company are the calf 
pens,  brought on by the 
changes in regulations on 
bobby calf handling which 

came into force on August 1 
this year.

“We designed a new shed 
to meet the new regulations 
and were real busy leading 
up to the August 1 deadline,” 
says Stuart. “We were fl at 
out through May-June-
July, but we managed to get 
there.”

A more long standing 
part of their business is the 
buildlink houses. These 
have drawn interest not only 
from people wanting their 
fi rst home but from farmers 
wanting that other house on 
the farm to accommodate 
sharemilkers and farm 
workers.

Buildlink houses come as a 
complete package of all the 
materials required with fully 
consented plans at a fi xed 
price. 

“Our customers might have 
a builder they like dealing 
with, and we supply the 
materials at a fi xed rate,” 
says Stuart.

Although a wide range 
of plans are available, an 
individual plan can be 
tailored to suit the client’s 
wishes.

“We’ve been doing the 
houses for a while, but they 
have really been taking off 
in the last few years,” says 
Stuart.

Stock trader fi ned
Continued from page 16

after it showed signs of 
chronic sickness including 
depression, poor body 
condition, nasal discharge 
and diffi culty in getting 

up. The tendons and joint 
capsules in its knees were 
exposed due to the fact the 
goat used its knees rather 
than its feet.

On the third occasion, 

one of the goats being 
transported was found to 
be severely lame as well 
as having an ingrown horn 
which was fl y struck where 
it penetrated the skin.
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87 Tasman St, Opunake Ph 06 761 8151
Pastimes

Christmas Decorations 
in store now

Layby available

Come and see the
Magic of Christmas 

at Pastimes

Christmas Decorations 

9 Vivian Street 
PO Box 738
New Plymouth 4340

Ph: +64 6 757 5183
www.abmm.co.nz

Auld Brewer Mazengarb 
& McEwen 

were delighted to provide fresh 
drinking water for the Taranaki 

Tu Mai Festival in Manaia
Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he 

toa takitini - Te he Mauri ora!

were the debates, which had 
fi rst been introduced when 
Parihaka hosted the festival 
in 2011.  Nga Rauru defeated 
Te Atiawa in the fi nal, and 
then came the prizegiving. 
Trophies were handed out 

and the supreme winner 
was announced. Once again 
it was Ngati Maru . Their 
large team accepted the prize 
before going home to savour 
the spoils of victory and 
consider the next Taranaki 
Tu mai in 2019 which they 
will be hosting. ..

Ngaruahine(in red) take on Taranaki in the league.

Continued from page 1

Ngaruahine host family 
friendly festival

The Opunake Surf Life 
Saving Club has always 
been a big part of Mike 
Gibbs’ life.

“It’s a family. It’s a rescue 
club, it’s a sports club and 
it’s a life club,” he says. 
“It’s taught a lot of people 
about life.”

He was recently awarded 
his 50 year badge by Surf 
Life Saving New Zealand, 
following in the footsteps of 
his father Tony who was a 
member of the club for 67 
years. 

In Surf Life Saving there 
is a 21 Club to which 
anyone who has done 21 
years service can belong. 
When Mike served his 
one year term as 21 Club 
national president he had 
the privilege of presenting 
his father with his 50 year 
badge.

Mike says he was about 14 
when he joined the Opunake 
Surf Life Saving Club in 

1967-8. For a time the club 
was struggling and Mike 
credits Tony Butturini and 
John Williams with getting 
things going again.

“We went to the fi rst 
nationals in years in 1972 
and it kicked on from there,” 
Mike says.

He remembers his teenage 
years when he would 
practically live at Opunake 
Beach from December 
through to the end of 
January. Those were the 
days of the annual Mardi 
Gras and cars would be 
parked on the beach itself.

“Quite often we’d have to 
get out with the shovel and 
push them out,” he says. The 
cars would however always 
be parked so that the Surf 
Club had an unimpeded 
view of swimmers in the sea.

Back then the fl ags would 
go out whenever there was 
anyone swimming, rather 
than at pre set times.

“We didn’t have a motor 
to do rescues so we would 
put a belt on and went out to 
rescue people, and the team 
had to pull us back in.”

He recalls one day when 
the patrol had to rescue 
50 people in about 30-35 
minutes. 

“It was low tide and the sea 
looked calm, but there was a 
big rip. The parents were on 

the beach but the kids were 
out there in the sea.”

It seemed that no sooner 
had that rescue been 
accomplished than the patrol 
was in action again when an 
Australian surfer got into 
diffi culty.

“We brought him back and 
he died on us,” Mike says. 
“Then we resuscitated him 
and got him going again. 

That was a big day for the 
club.”

His list of offi ces held 
and awards received in 50 
years are too numerous to 
mention, suffi ce to say that 
he was made a life member 
of the Opunake Club in 
1997 and a life member of 
the Taranaki Association in 
2009, of which he has served 
as president.

He is the current Opunake 
club patron and was 
chairman of the jubilee 
committee when the club 
celebrated 75 years in 1998. 
He is looking forward to 
when the club celebrates its 
centenary in 2023, as well as 
catching up with old friends 

before then at the Old 
Timers Day which the club 
has planned for Boxing Day 
this year.

“In places like Opunake, 
loyalty is the guts of 
everything,” he says. “The 
High School has backed 
us and the community has 
absolutely backed us. There 
have been no drownings for 
years. I think we have got the 
best beach on the west coast 
for scenery and people.”

He says the last 50 years 
have “gone like a fl ash” and 
the badge is more about the 
club than it is about him.

“In surf life saving we have 
a saying that you are in it for 
life,” he says.

Mike’s life commitment recognised

Mike Gibbs

Opening Day was held on 
Sunday September 17. The 
weather was quite cold but 
a good number braved the 
conditions and played. A pot 
luck lunch was served before 
another game was played in 
the afternoon.

On October 4, ladies club 
pairs were played with four 
teams playing a round robin. 
The winners were Bev 
Robinson and Kay Fleming, 
with Eileen Rothwell and 
Chris Commane as runners 
up.

The Farm Source mixed 
was held on October 8 with 
two games being played 
before rain ended play for the 
day.First. Bob Commane, 

Nell L’Ami and Levi Ratahi. 
Second.  Bev Robinson, Val 
Coombe and Kay Fleming.

Club triples were played in 
very windy and cold weather 
on October 18. First. Nell 
L’Ami, Joan Barrett, Kay 
Fleming. Second Bev 
Robinson, Heather Radford.

The annual Lambie Pairs 
were held on October 23. 
After a drizzly start the sun 
shone and good conditions 
prevailed with 14 teams 
playing. No teams managed 
four wins, but seven had 
three wins.

First. Kenny and Hamish 
Kape. Second Chris 
Commane and Brian 
Brophy. Third. Terry Mullin 
and Chris Oliver.

Opunake Bowling 
Club news

Lambie Shield Pairs winner, father and son Kenny and 
Hamish Kape from Okato.
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For the Coastal Rugby 
Club the accolades seem 
to keep coming. In a year 
when for the fi rst time 
Coastal hosted four home 
semifi nals, the Premier, 
Division 1 and Division 2 
teams made it through to 
fi nals in New Plymouth. 
The Division 1 and 
Division 2 teams emerged 
as Taranaki champions and 
it was only in extra time 
that the Premiers fell short 
against Tukapa. When the 
prizes were handed out after 
the Premier fi nal, Coastal 
went away with the best 
club trophy.

Now one of their own has 
been named Club Coach 

Another honour for Coastal
of the Year at the Taranaki 
Rugby annual awards 
held in New Plymouth on 
October 14.  Aaron Fisher, 
affectionately known as Fish 
was fi rst awarded the head 
coaching job for the Coastal 
Premier team back in 2015. 

“In those three years 
the team has been super 
consistent making the 
semis each year and into 
the big dance this year,” 
club president Brent Davies 
said. “He also coached the 
Taranaki under 14s 16s and 
18s in the past four years 
and the young players really 
respond to his style. Post 
club season this year he has 
taken the ultimate coaching/

mental challenge and is 
coaching a Coastal woman’s 
team. 

“Fish is hugely liked and 
respected by his players 
(well at least the 15 starters) 
and everyone involved in 
the running of Coastal,” 
club president Brent Davies 
says. “He is working with 
a team that is short on rep 
players and individual 
brilliance and moulded 
them into a unit that plays 
80 minutes of disciplined, 
tough rugby to achieve their 
absolute potential. He runs 
his practices like a military 
operation and whether it 
is game day or practice he 
is always two steps ahead 

of the players, and as he 
will tell you three ahead of 
the ref. This award is well 
deserved.”

He fi rst started coaching 
while playing for Coastal 
Development in 2003, and 
continued as player/coach 
for many years, picking up 
numerous titles along the 
way.

“ After hanging up his 
boots and having a strong 
community spirit he 
coached the Opunake First 
XV for three years and 
was instrumental in the 
development of some very 
fi ne players, says Brent. Aaron Fisher

A time to celebrate the horse
With the Melbourne Cup on the horizon, it is a good time to celebrate the horse. These photos show the horse at work, and at play. Thoroughbreds of course, are the fastest, except for 

over the quarter mile, where Quarter horses can be quicker. The average race horse, will cost at least sixty thousand dollars, to get to the race track at age two, plus. This does not account 
for injuries, poor performance, or other issues. That’s why thoroughbred racing is called the sport of Kings.  

A young boy calling in the Quarter horses for mustering. Horses are a very sociable 
animal. Wes Wortley is making horse friends and calling the horses into camp for 
mustering.

Jilleroo mustering cattle in the Kimberleys. Hannah Edmonds is riding a stock horse 
and mustering Brahman cattle, that thrive very well on Spinifex grass, which is the 
main feed, in this arid region of Western Australia. The scenery in this area is quite 
amazing, 

October 7. Men’s results.  
Stableford.1. Trevor Larsen. 
2. Shelton Symes. 3. Greg 
Elliott. 4. Caleb Symes. 

Twos.  Greg Elliott 2nd. 
Shelton Symes 2nd. Trevor 
Larsen 9th.  Noddy Symes  
13th.  Quintin Symes 9th.

October 14. Men’s  
Armitages Putters Trophy. 
Best Netrt. Noddy Symes 68. 
Phil Elliott 71. Neil Scown 
71. Twos. Neil Scown.

Juniors October 15. Short 
9 Girls. 1. Jayda Sharp. 2. 

Zoe Reader. Long 9 Boys. 
1. Cory Symes. 2. Kieran 
Taylor. Limit Champs. 
Joe Gibson won 3/2 from 
Ashton Sharp.

October 21. Men’s 
Saturday Stableford. Trevor 
Larson 46. Phil Elliott 41. 
John Oliver 40. 

Nett Eagles. Trevor 
Larson, Greg Elliott, Denis 
Hurcomb, Phil Elliott, 
rod Le Fleming, Kingsley 
Young, Nathan Ngere.

Manaia Golf results
The Waimate Indoor 

Bowls Association recently 
ran their tournament for 
the Radio Taranaki Cup. 
President Gordon Hamley 
thanked everyone for their 
entries and presented the 
cup and prizes to winners 
Jim Nickel (Skip) Willie 
Fleming, Kaye Bird and 
Lesley Landers (Otakeho 
Club). 

The runners up were 

Don Semple (Skip) Jane 
Augustine, Ronnie Young 
and Sam Landers  (Otakeho 
Club).  

Spot prizes went to Trevor 
Bourne, Jenny Hamley, 
Jodie Muggeridge and Pat 
Barrett.

Winners of the raffl es were 
Bruce Chapman and Arthur 
Podjursky.

Waimate Indoor bowlers 
play for Cup



The Kneeboard Surfing 
Team NZ is back with its 
trophies from the World 
Championship in Somo, 
Spain.

Six of the seven contestants 
are from Taranaki, and 
one is from Auckland. The 
youngest member of the 
team is 18 year-old Julia 
Phillips from Opunake. 
Also from Opunake are the 
coach and manager Murray 
Weir and the team captain, 
Kelvin Weir. Siblings 
Casey, Eloise and Lachy 
Stevens are from New 
Plymouth, and Gary Sawyer 
is from Auckland.

They were all very 
successful. As well as being 
coach and manager, Murray 
competed, finishing second 
in his age-group. His son 
Kelvin got fourth in his age 
group. Lachy got 3rd, Eloise 
4th, Casey 7th and Gary 8th 
in their respective classes 
and age groups.

There were about 100 
contestants from 14 
countries:  New Zealand,  
Australia, the USA, Tahiti, 
Spain, Ireland, England, 
France, the Canary Islands, 
Jersey, Portugal, South 
Africa, Venezuela and 
Argentina.

It was a very colourful 
picture. They even brought 
sand from all their beaches 
to the Open Ceremony of the 
World Champs. The sand 
from Opunake beach was 
not the only black sand there.  
The Tahitians also brought 
black sand with them. All 
other countries had yellow 
sand. For New Zealand, 
Julia Phillips and Gary 
Sawyer had the privilege 
of mixing their homeland 
sand with sand from the 
other countries  in a big 

Team NZ back from the World Championship in Spain

vase. Through the glass, 
everybody could follow the 
process.  A very unique, 
and wonderful  thing to do,  
it united the participating 
countries in a special way.

They all had such a 
great time. When Kelvin, 
Murray and Julia came to 
the Opunake Coastal News 
last week, they were all big 
smiles.

“It was so 
stunning,” Murray, the 
Team NZ coach recalls. 
“The organization, the 
hosting, the condition of 
the waves, the people.  It 

was all so amazing.” and he 
adds “We are so thankful to 
the organizers and to ISA, 
the International Surfing 
Association, they did such 
a superb job.” 

And, asking what their 
favourite food was, the 
coach is quick:”The 
Spanish Paella.” and Julia 
remembers:”Tapas,” she 
says, “like olives.” Tapas are 
a tasty selection of different 
entrees, a Spanish specialty, 
which can evolve into an 
entire meal.

And for sure, they 
learned some Spanish, like 
“Por favor” (Spanish for 
please), says Murray 
and “Hola” (hello in 

Spanish) smiles Julia.  
 It was 35 degrees in Somo, 

Spain. A perfect temperature 
for surfing in the Bay of 
Biscay, in the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Julia would like to go 
back to Europe. But the 
next World Championship 
is going to be in Dunedin 
in 2020. And the National 
Champs for qualification 
will be in Gisborne. And 
then there are the Kneeboard 
Surfing Classics and the 
Boardriders Classics, both of 
which were last held for the 
‹qualifications  in Opunake.-  
-                     rena tarrach 

     
             Photos supplied.

Gary Sawyer from Auckland in the Spanish waves.

Murray Weir, coach and manager of the Team NZ 
Kneeboard Surfing, competing in spain.

The New Zealand Surfing Kneeboard Team at the World Championship in Spain;
back row from left to right: Darcy Stevens (mascot), Steve Ria, Adam Nesbitt, Lachie 
Stevens, Murray Weir (coach/manager), Kelvin Weir (captain); 
front row left to right: Louise Stevens, Bianca Bathurst, Vanessa McCarthy, Julia 
Phillips, Casey Stevens, Tess Barber, Eloise Stevens, Gary Sawyer.

Kelvin Weir, captain of Team NZ silhouetted in gold on 
the beach in Somo, Spain.

Kelvin Weir, 4th in his group, 
giving it all in the surf in at the 
World Champs, some Spanish 
cliffs in the background.

The Immortal Division 64 plus. Discussing the waves, the weather and wind: 
These men have the wisdom and the experience of surfing in their blood, from the 
‘older than 62-categorie’, from left to right: Muzza (Murray) Weir (NZ), Tommy 
Woods (England), Steve Artis (Aus) and Bob Gove (USA).

Opunake’s Julia Phillips surfing at the World Championship in Somo.

Gary Sawyer fighting the waves.

Kelvin again.

Colour ConversionsColour ConversionsColour Conversions
LimitedVideo, Audio and 

Graphic productions

Phone   027 897 8941

Opunake Music
Workshop

7:30pm Tuesday, 31st October 2017

CoastalCare, 26 Napier Street, Opunake.

Website    www.colourconversions.com

Bring instruments, basic amplification provided.

Functions, Events & Corporate.
Sound - Lighting - Video.

We record Video using Multi-Camera HD.

We setup & operate our own Sound Equipment.

We setup & operate LED Lasers & Stage Lights. our 

ac
ac
ac
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Come and see our incredible collection 
of Elvis records and memorabilia.

(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE)

Ph. 06 278 7624 | 027 498 2942
Email: contact-us@elvismuseum.co.nz

51 Argyle Street. Hawera

WHERE ELVIS LIVES!

GAR  
GARDEN 

ART
FOR SALE
Custom Design

Taranaki Gardens and Art
Jenny Trolove describes 

her Pihama garden as a 
“wanderer’s garden.” It’s 
possible to start walking 
around the garden from a 
number of different points 
and come away with a 
different experience every 
time, she says.

A matter of perspective
Jenny and Peter are again 

having their garden open in 
the Taranaki Fringe Garden 
Festival.

The garden is ever 
changing and nothing stays 
the same, says Jenny.

“Some things are late, some 
things are early,” Jenny says. 

“The maples are starting 
but the roses are late. It’s 
usually the other way round. 
There are lots of foxgloves 

Colour ConversionsColour ConversionsColour Conversions
LimitedVideo, Audio and 

Graphic productions

Phone   027 897 8941

Opunake Music
Workshop

7:30pm Tuesday, 31st October 2017

CoastalCare, 26 Napier Street, Opunake.

Website    www.colourconversions.com

Bring instruments, basic amplification provided.

Functions, Events & Corporate.
Sound - Lighting - Video.

We record Video using Multi-Camera HD.

We setup & operate our own Sound Equipment.

We setup & operate LED Lasers & Stage Lights. our 
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ac

coming into bloom. They 
should be right for the main 
part of the festival.”

Points of interest include a 
number of exotic trees, like 
the Chilean Drimys tree.

“We wanted a tree that 
didn’t mind the shade,” says 
Jenny. “We chose it from 
the Duncan and Davies 
guide which had such lyrical 
descriptions. It turned out 
different to what we thought 
it would.”

 The Polonia, a Japanese 
Imperial tree named after a 
Russian princess is popular 
with the Japanese in making 
cabinets.  Then there’s 
the meta sequoia glyptos 
trobodies a tree which had 
once only been seen in 
fossils and thought to have 
been long extinct until a 
grove was found in China 

in the 1940s. With Peter and 
Jenny’s families both having 
contacts within the New 
Zealand Forest Service they 
were able to get among the 
first of these trees to grow in 
New Zealand.

Apart from some trees on 
the outside of the garden, 
everything  has been put 
in since the Troloves have 
been here, including the 
swimming pool and a 
gazebo, built by Peter and 
Eric Osman who worked on 
the farm for 17 years.

“We went through a 
building phase,” said Peter. 
“We never had any training 
but we kidded ourselves 
that we knew what we were 
doing.” 

The garden has many 
memories of times past, 
including the Magnolia 

Campbelli which Jenny’s 
parents gave to them at the 
time of the birth of their son 
Mark, as well as a round 
garden in memory of Jenny’s 
sister Berrie Stewart.  A 
former sandpit which was 
turned into a fish pond has 
since been emptied and is now 
home to bromeliads. What 
was once a climbing frame 
for Peter and Jenny’s children 
now serves as protection for a 
berry house, and two beloved 
pet , the black and white 
tabbies George and Charlie 
are remembered in the Cat 
Cemetery.

Previous visitors may 
remember the Weird and 
Wacky Walk. This year it 
has been renamed the Funky 
Fishy Footpath, starts at 
the opposite end and has an 
aquatic theme.

Seen along the funky fishy footpath

A view of the family home
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HEADLANDS

Call us today to book, or visit us on Facebook. 
Now taking bookings for  Christmas and New Year

FROM $15 Takeaway Indian Curries

Restaurant and Cafe  
Ph: 761 8358

OPEN TUESDAY - SUNDAY    Closed Mondays
4.30 pm til late, dinner and takeaways

HRS:  11am - 2.00pm lunch Sunday Lunch 10am - 3pm

European and Indian Cuisine

$10 
Lunch Specials

New 
Lunch Menu

TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE 761 8387Dine in, Takeaway, Functions
and Special Events

Check us out on Facebook/Opunake Surf Inn

$10 Lunch Menu
Wednesday - Sunday

2 Pizzas $25 :Thursdays

$15 Sunday Roasts
Homemade dessertsChefs Specials FREE pool everyday

Restaurant
Open Wednesday to Sunday

Accommodation 
Available

Opening Hours:
TUES, WED, SUN 8am to 4pm
THURS, FRI, SAT 8am to 9pm

Bookings essential - Ph. 06 761 7062

Check out our refurbished gorgeous garden
42-44 Tasman St, Opunake

41 Tukapa St - Westown - New Plymouth
Phone: 06 758 4430

Email: howdy@westsidegrille.com

Open 10am till late 7 days

WAIMATE HOTEL

49 Main Rd, MANAIA
Ph: 06 274 8341

Campervan Powered sites 
open and ready to roll

Chicken, Steak, Scallop, 
Fish Meals

Also - Bar Meals, Burgers, 
and more

LARGE 
ALL DAY BREAKFAST

Laundromat available

DINING AND ACCO MMODATION GUIDE
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Ph: 06 758 4740

Christmas functions at

The Good Home
Book now!

Live entertainment
Friday & Saturdays

Hassle free functions

Let us look after
you this year.

Avoid disappointment,
book your crew in now!

100 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE PH: 761 8213

Annual Melbourne Cup Celebrations!
The Club Hotel, Opunake

MEALS - TAB AVAILABLE

$15 Lunch includes
glass of bubbles

Losing Ticket draws
Betting Vouchers

Best Dressed Prize
Best Hat Prize

Come and join in the fun!

7 November 2017

Phone us to book your Smorgasbord/ Meals
and Group Christmas Functions

PETE’S PLACE KAPONGA

Mon - Tues  9am to 8pm, Wed - Fri 9am to 8.30pm
Sat - Sun 4pm-8.30pm

46 Victoria St, Kaponga - Ph: 06 764 6889

FISH ‘n CHIPS, BURGERS
AND LUNCH FOOD

FISH ‘n CHIPS, BURGERS
AND LUNCH FOOD

PETE’S PLACE KAPONGA

90 Tasman St, Opunake - Ph: 06 761 8550

Genuine Home Cooked Food, Pies, 
Savouries, Fresh Scones. Muffins, 

Cakes, Slices and Sandwiches.
All Day Breakfast
Open 7am - 4pm 

Monday - Saturday
Closed Sunday

1133 Main South Rd, Oakura
Phone 06 752 7765 - www.butlersreef.co.nz

What’s On
MELBOURNE CUP

Come and watch it with us!
We will have Sweepstakes 

and TAB available

Proud to be a sponsor of the 

Oakura Arts Trail
Garden visitors, call in for our 

$7 coffee and cake deal

DINING AND ACCO MMODATION GUIDE

Open throughout the

Garden Festival



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSFriday, October 27 201724       FEATURE

needs your help to count the insects in their

“STOPWORKESCAPE
FROMTHEWEATHER”

gathering in Eltham Businesses during the 
Garden Festival from Oct 27 to Nov 3

Great Prizes to be won! 
Entry forms available from Eltham Library Plus

Calling all pre-school and primary 
school aged children

THE ELTHAM 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Adults - Purchase an item in any 
participating business ($10 or more) 
and go in the draw to win a bucket 

of gardening items ($50 value) 

Taranaki Gardens and Art
A garden which was 32 

years in the making is having 
its sixth year in the Powerco 
Garden Festival. After 
last year’s festival Jo and 
Murray Collins’ Boxwood 
Garden was assessed by 
the New Zealand Garden 
trust and given a four star 
rating, meaning that their 
Patiki Road garden has 
been classed as a garden of 
signifi cance. 

“It’s been an absolute 
honour to get this 
recognition,” she says. “The 
garden was created by me 
from the beginning over 32 
years.  There was nothing to 
begin with. A new home was 
built and then the garden 
slowly expanded out.”

The name Boxwood was 
chosen because it was 
something short, memorable 
and easy to say.

 Jo says she has focussed 
on creating areas of 
interest and rooms within 
the garden, including the 
prairie garden with its mix 
of perennials, grasses and 
palms and the sub tropical 
garden which includes a 
massive bowl fi lled with 
apricot orchids. Then 
there’s the woodland area 
with shade loving plants and 
more formal borders with 
roses and perennials.

“I love irises for their 
elegance, old roses, hostas 
and limoniums,” Jo says.

It is a garden which she 
says is constantly evolving.

 Looking forward to hosting visitors at Boxwood

“There’s more shelter here 
than there was six years 
ago, with the growth of the 
griselinia hedges. There’s 
more cohesion with the 
garden and more interest 
with the planting. There’s 
still structure but parts are 

a little more casual as well, 
and the variety of rooms 
provide interest.

“I tend to like cooler 
colours rather than having 
a riot of different colours.”

Jo and Murray Collins’ Boxwood Garden classed as a garden of signifi cance. 

The Three Potters
An unusual and exciting exhibition 
of Pottery and Mixed Media works

by Donna Hitchcock, Margaret Foley & Robyn Smaller

The Village Gallery    166 High Street, Eltham
Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 3pm

RUNS 23 OCTOBER - 17 NOVEMBER

 One of the most popular 
exhibitions at The Village 
Gallery, is the work of three 
potters, Margaret Foley, 
Donna Hitchcock and 
Robyn Smaller.

 This show has become 
an annual event and 

The summer house which 
was built before last year’s 
festival looks set to play 
a part again this year, as 
part of the garden has been 
altered to accommodate its 

infl uence.
This year the gardening 

season has been a 
“challenging” one.  Some 
plants have been earlier 
than usual, others later. The 

hostas have been earlier but 
the cherry trees have been 
slower to leaf up.

“They are normally well in 
leaf by now but the ground’s 
been so wet,” Jo says.

Slugs and snails have 
caused problems and there 
has been more moss than in 
previous years.

That said, Jo is again 
looking forward to hosting 
visitors. On the fi rst Sunday 
of the Festival she is hosting 
two busloads of visitors on 
a House and Garden Tour, 
and entertaining them with 
drinks and canapés while 
they admire her handiwork.

Last year there were large 
numbers of visitors from 
Auckland, Christchurch 
and Hawke’s bay as well 
as Australia stopping by to 
have a look.

“Garden visitors are all 
like-minded and it’s great to 
have a talk with other garden 
lovers. This being Taranaki, 
visitors are envious and say 
how lucky we are to have 
volcanic soil,” Jo says.

Although Boxwood is the 
only garden in the Powerco 
Festival between Warea and 
Otakeho, Jo says people 
visiting gardens further 
afi eld would fi nd a detour 
to suss out her garden well 
worth the journey.

Pottery exhibition at The Village Gallery
grows each year.  This is 
hardly surprising when you 
combine the work of three 
passionate artists with many 
years of experience.

 Robyn Smaller has been a 
potter for over 25 years now 

and in that time has added 
mosaics, decoupage and 
mixed media work into her 
fi eld of expertise.

However, Robyn says, ‘I 
always fi nd myself going  
back to my main passion 

which is Hand built pottery.’
 Donna Hitchcock has 

walked a similar path 
starting out with potting and 
broadening her horizons 
into mosaics, painting, 

decoupage and mixed 
media.  Donna says she 
still gets a ‘buzz’ when 
taking something new and 
different out of the kiln.

 
Margaret Foley, probably 

the most experienced of 
the trio has been potting 
for over 40 years.  She 
says, ‘I love it.  I get 
withdrawal symptoms if 
I’m not touching clay’.

Margaret has exhibited in 
national and international 
exhibitions, but exhibits 
mostly in Taranaki now.  

Her work is hand built 
but she does use the 
pottery wheel when 
needed.

Her passion is Pit Firing 
and Raku Firing, but most 
of all she enjoys Salt 
Firing. 

 
Their exhibition ‘The 

Three Potters’ starts on 
October 23 and runs till 
November 17, at The 
Village Gallery, Eltham.  
Open 10am – 3pm 
Monday – Saturday.

Visit us also on 
Facebook.  Eltham 
Village Gallery Facebook.
com/elthamvillagegallery

From left.  Robyn 
Smaller, Donna Hitchcock 
and Margaret Foley 
unpack work for a previous 
exhibition.  

Visit Claire Jensen At Brown Bach Studio throughout the Garden and Arts Festival.
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Unique, hand crafted pieces made in Aotearoa.
Where salvage materials are transformed 

into quality artisan pieces for the home and garden.
www.brownbach.co.nz

We are open for the week of the 
Powerco Garden Festival 

27 October - 5 November as part of 
the first ever South Taranaki Arts 

Festival

“Ar�isan Salvage for 
the Home and 

Garden”

THE BROWN BACH STUDIO
29 Hickey Place, Opunake
Ph: Claire 021 0224 2438

Taranaki Gardens and Art

It was the vision of creative 
Claire Jensen to convert 
part of the family garage 
into a dedicated space for 
the production of art and 
design objects as a small 
business. In a leap of faith, 
Claire resigned from other 
occupations in the New Year 
to take this up full time.

This year, Claire has 
developed a brand of artisan 
salvage art and design 
for the home and garden 
known as ‘The Brown Bach 
Studio.’ Artisan salvage is a 
term to describe handmade 
wares constructed from 
salvaged materials such as 
wood, metal and glass. As 
with most salvage art the 
materials inspire the design. 
These pieces are based on 
various themes including 
folk art, kiwiana and native 
NZ fl ora and fauna. Claire 
is infl uenced by many styles 
such as graphic design 

and the Arts and Crafts 
movement.

Art from the Brown Bach 
Studio is hardy and versatile. 
It is designed with coastal 
conditions in mind as they 
are constructed with exterior 
materials, paints and stains. 
Often materials salvaged 
from beaches and skip bins 
are quality off cuts and 
lengths of treated timber 
needing repurposing. Claire 
enjoys the challenge of 
using derelict materials and 
converting them into quality 
handcrafted items. 

For the month of October, 
a range of pieces from the 
Brown Bach will be on show 
and sale at Downtown Café 
in Okato. Also this year, 
occurring for the fi rst time, 
is the South Taranaki Arts 
Festival coinciding with the 
Powerco Garden Festival 
(October 27 until  November 
5). The Brown Bach Studio 
will be open to visitors for 

the duration of this event 
from 9am to 5pm. This is a 
good opportunity to meet 
Claire and see fi rst-hand the 
unique handicrafts taking 
shape there. 

The Brown Bach Studio is 
located at 29 Hickey Place 
close to the access way of 
the Te Namu Pa end of the 
Opunake walkway. The 
studio was established in 
2016 and features annually 
in the Taranaki Arts Trail. 
Artisan salvage is available 
from stockists including 
The Brown Bach Studio, 
Pihama Lavender, Taranaki 
Mountain Makers and 
online at www.brownbach.
co.nz. Commissions are 
welcome and the studio is 
open throughout the year by 
appointment. 

Contacts Claire Jensen 
02102242438. www.
brownbach.co.nz and  www.
facebook/brownbachnz

Visit Claire Jensen At Brown Bach Studio throughout the Garden and Arts Festival.

 Garden insects 
gathering in Eltham
The Eltham Business Association has heard through the Grapevine that ladybirds, 

bumble bees and butterfl ies are going on holiday. They have had enough of the rain so 
they are taking a week off to have a Stopworkescapefromtheweather gathering in various 
business premises in Eltham during the Garden Festival. Rain or shine they will be having 
a break from the unsettled weather before they get into their buzzy season.

The Eltham Business Association would like the help of children of pre-school and 
primary school age to help us fi nd out how many insects (Relax – they are artifi cial)) there 
actually will be attending these meetings in each business window or store so we have a 
record of numbers before they fl y off again.

There are prizes to be won for the most correct numbers counted. Entry forms are 
available from the Eltham Library Plus from Friday October 27 and must be returned by 
Friday November 3 for judging.

During the Garden Festival week there is also the opportunity for shoppers to win a 
bucket of gardening items valued at $50. Purchasing an item at $10 value or more in any 
participating store gets one entry per purchase in the draw for the prize.

Coastal community celebrates 16 years of art

Lots to see at Brown Bach

Artworks have started 
arriving in Opunake from 
all over the country for a 
highlight of the region’s 
creative calendar, the 
Taranaki National Art 
Awards. Celebrating 
sixteen years, the annual 
awards have attracted a 
record number of 330 
entries from all over New 
Zealand in 2017. The 
exhibition showcases 
diverse works in seven 
categories and artists 
compete for a prize pool of 
over $12,000.  The event 
will also offi cially open the 
Arts Fest South Taranaki 
this year.

South Taranaki District 
Council Arts Coordinator, 
Michaela Stoneman says. 

“The awards attract a 
diverse range of work with 
the focus being inclusive for 
all - emerging artists exhibit 
and offer their work for sale 
alongside more established 
artists.  The event is a great 
example of a small town 
doing it for themselves - 
it’s a real achievement for a 
small voluntary committee 
to continue to secure 
sponsorship and organise 
this huge event every year.”

This year the committee 
welcomes two new judges, 
Dr Carole Shepheard and 
Rueben Friend.  You can 
check out their profi les on 
the website.

The event has grown 
substantially in 16 years with 
an ongoing commitment 

to professionalism and 
quality presentation 
by the small voluntary 
committee. The event 
coincides with the highly 
popular Powerco Taranaki 
Garden Spectacular and 
collaborates with local 
fl oral art groups.

“We are lucky to have 
our volunteers to help with 
the huge task transforming  
Sandfords into an art gallery 
– laying carpet, hanging 
curtains and laying out 
display boards and plinths 
to display the 300 plus  
artworks the very best we 
can.” committee chair Clare 
Moss says. 

The awards ceremony 
offers a great night of NZ 
artwork, entertainment, 

wine and food.  It is also an 
opportunity to meet many 
of the artists and pick up 
some original artworks for 
your walls.   Tickets are 
$15 - available at the door. 
The Awards Ceremony is a 
great evening of art, music, 
food and wine with this 
year’s dress theme, Yarn 
Bomb encouraging you to 
wear something knitted or 
crocheted to get into the 
swing of the event.  

The categories are: 

Painting, Rural Taranaki, 
3D, Works on Paper, Fibre 
Art, Toi Tu Taranaki and 
Photography, with each 
offering fi rst and highly 
commended cash prizes.  
Visit the website to check 
out past winners and judges 
comments. 

The Taranaki National Art 
Awards Exhibition will be 
on display 10am-4pm daily, 
from  October 28-November 
4 at Sandford Events Centre, 
Opunake.  

Awards Ceremony: 
7.00pm Friday 27 October 
2017 

Exhibition:  10 am - 
4 pm, 28 October – 4 
November 2017, Sandford 
Events Centre, Opunake

For further information 
call Clare Moss or Nata-
sha Sefton-Zachan - 06 
761 7534. 

www.taranakiartawards.
co.nz



CHURCH NOTICES

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

SITUATIONS VACANT

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for 
building decks. Ph 027 236 
7129.

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for 
alterations.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

QUALITY PAINTER 
AND PAPERHANGER – 
Ph: Bryan McNeil 027 465 
8631

WANTED TO BUY

PUBLIC NOTICES

P.D. FLEMING LOGGING LTD
Forestry rigged & certified 33 ton loader, 
National Certificates in Forest Operations, 

Health & Safety approved. Free assessment on 
what your trees are worth $$$

Ph: Paul
027 630 9922 or email: paulflems@gmail.com

FARMBIKE
SERVICES

Warea
For all your

farmbike needs

PH: 06 752 8054
027 282 9338

Anytime

TRADES & SERVICES

THE WAVE
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett Street, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday

Men’s Group 7 pm Wednesday
Youth Group 7pm Friday

Come along or contact Pastor Murray
027 688 7378

THE WAVE
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett Street, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday

Men’s Group 7 pm Wednesday
Youth Group 7pm Friday

Come along or contact Pastor Murray
027 688 7378

THE WAVE
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett Street, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10.30am Tuesday

Men’s Group 7 pm Wednesday
Youth Group 7pm Friday

Come along or contact Pastor Murray
027 688 7378ST. BARNABAS 

Anglican Church 141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10.00am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather
for a Combined Service

SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367. 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz
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MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
For information and 
fi eldworker services Ph: 06 
751 2330 www.mstaranaki.
co.nz

OPUNAKE BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Meeting 1st Monday of 
each month
at 5.30PM

Hughsons & Associates 
Boardroom at the

Opunake Business Centre, 
23 Napier St, Opunake

BUDGET ADVICE every 
second Wednesday at 
Coastal Care. 9.30 - 12.30. 
Phone 0800 333 048

FOR SALE

GRAZING
GRAZING AVAILABLE 
for Weaners and Yearling 
Heifers long term. High 
quality Jersey bulls 
available for lease and for 
sale. Ph. Richard Hammond 
027 510 9667.

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After Disaster 
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP. 
Phone (06) 769 9265 

Nigel Cliffe
Member Acupuncture NZ, 

ACC provider.
Ph: 06 763 8801 - 027 681 9524

TRADITIONAL
ACUPUNCTURE
@ CoastalCare

Thursdays
11am - 4pm

26 Napier Street, Opunake

Receptionist/Vet Nurse

A position has become available to cover 
Maternity leave starting Mid November 2017 in 

our Opunake Clinic.

Please send CV to:  

Greig Hollway
Coastal Vets
P O Box 45

Opunake 4645 
or email

coastalvets@xtra.co.nz

 

Opunake Surfcasting & Angling Club
A.G.M

& Prizegiving
28th October at 7pm 

BBQ - Kids free
at Opunake Boat & Dive Club

Any enquiries contact 
TONY BROWN 027 462 8632

PETS, We now have a 
homeopathic range for 
animals, fl eas, worms, 
digestion, travel sickness, 
allergy, urinary, and 
distress. Totally safe, well 
worth a try at The Health 
Shop Centre City. Phone 06 
7587553

GARCINIA FOR 
WEIGHT LOSS is now 
with apple cider vinegar all 
in one cap. At The Health 
Shop Centre City. Phone 06 
7587553

BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
is available at The Health 
Shop Centre City. Phone 
067 587553

OLD STYLE PUSH 
BUTTON PHONE. Phone 
06 761 8206 or 06 761 7016

Oeo Pā Triennial AGM
(Otumatua Reservation, Mangapukatea B Reserve, 

Ngatitamaahuroa No 5 Reservation, 
Oeo G Reservation, Punehu Fishing Reserve)

9.30am, Saturday 9th December 2017
Oeo Pā

Agenda
. Opening

. Apologies
· Minutes of the previous AGM
  Matters arising previous AGM

· Chairmans Report
· Annual Accounts

· Election of Trustees 

Nominations for trustees are now being called. 
Nominations close 5pm, Saturday 11 November 2017.

All nominations must be on the official nomination form 
and signed by the nominee.

All Nominee must be present at the AGM.
Nomination forms can be obtained from 

and are to be submitted to
Caroline Scott (the secretary) on 

jcanscott8@gmail.com or 
10 Perrett Drive, Otamatea, Whanganui 4500 

or 027672 0666.
Caroline Scott   Secretary 

Pihama Hall 
Garage Sale Fundraiser

October 28th
Donations needed

Contact Sarah, 027 290 1903
Support our Community Hall

Ad kindly sponsored by Campbell Contracting

MJP PAINTING 
& HANDYMAN 

SERVICES
For all your home 

maintenance needs. 
No job too big or too 

small. 
Qualified Tradesman 

20 years. 
Phone Mike 027 9425

Under the Will of the late Miss Doris Elizabeth 
Geraldine Swadling, a portion of the income from 
the residuary estate is to be applied annually 
towards the granting of scholarships, bursaries other 
assistance to persons under the age of 21 years who 
reside in Taranaki and who:  

1. Wish to become farmers 

2.  Wish to advance their musical education or training. 

Applications close 30 November 2017.

For more information on the Trust and to  
apply for a Scholarship via our online granting 
system please:
• Visit: www.publictrust.co.nz
• Phone: 0800 371 471
• Email: funding@publictrust.co.nz 
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Doris Elizabeth 
Geraldine Swadling← 
Charitable Trust
Managed by

Estate of  
Doris Elizabeth 
Geraldine Swadling

CALL FOR 2017 APPLICATIONS

RELIABLE DELIVERY 
person needed for part of 
Eltham township. Ph 06 761 
7016. Ask for Rolland

LOST
ONE BLUE USB STICK.  
In the Opunake or the New 
Plymouth  Library. Full of 
important photos. If you 
have found it, please hand 
it back into the library or 
drop it off to the Opunake & 
Coastal News. Thank you! 
Reward guaranteed.

J.E. PRESTIDGE TRUST

The J.E. Prestidge Trust has bursaries available to those 
people who may be undertaking tertiary studies in 

agriculture or horticulture or in allied courses. To qualify, 
applicants must have attended at some stage during their 

secondary schooling a High School in Taranaki.

Application forms and full details of the bursaries are 
available from:

Kellie Parker
Till Henderson
STRATFORD

Ph. 06 765 7123
Fax: 06 765 5363

Email: kellie.parker@thlaw.co.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/jeprestidgetrust

Applications close on 7 December 2017 4pm 

KNIFE SHARPENING at 
Collins Sports Centre. $5 
each

PLASTIC 
WELDING 

Farm Implements, 
Calfaterias, 

Milk Drums, 
Water Tanks,

Troughs, 
Car Bumpers, 

Plastics.
Also, Rust Repairs 
Rahotu Panel and 

Paint. 
Phone: 027 487 7746

Farm Implements, 
Calfaterias, 

Milk Drums, 

OPUNAKE
GOLF CLUB 

to be held at the
Clubhouse
Namu Rd,

at 7.00pm on the
13th November

2017

A.G.M.

All members welcome

PUBLIC NOTICES
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PUBLIC NOTICES

OPUNAKE 
BUSINESS 

ASSOCIATION

Opunake Business Association 
Market Day

Saturday October 28
9am-12pm

Limited spaces available
Contact Ali 06 761 8478 

to book your stall

Opunake Boat & Underwater Club

A.G.M.
Monday 30th October

at 7.30pm
at our Clubrooms at 

Middletons Bay
All welcome

OPUNAKE BOARD RIDERS
2017/18 SEASON

Registration: Saturday 4th November 2017
Venue: Clubrooms, opunake Beach

Time: 9am - 10.30am
Cost $60.00 per family
or $40.00 per individual.

Please note: 
Due to numbers and safety, surf lessons are open to all 
past members and new members aged 9 years and above 
and who are competent swimmers.
All lessons taken by registered level one and two rated 
surf school coaches.
After registration there will be the
OPUNAKE BOARD RIDERS INC.  AGM

Time: 10.45am - 11.30am
All Welcome.

Various club positions are available and 
new members welcome.

For more information contact:
Harry James - President 027 714 2776

Muzza Weir - Club Captain 027 376 6268

JONATHAN YOUNG
Need to chat with your Local MP Jonathan Young?
Jonathan will now hold his meetings at Coastal Care. Refer advert for details.
For more information phone: 06 7591363
Or email newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Meet on the 1st Monday of each month.  
OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
First Sunday of each month at the Opunake Town Hall, 1-4pm.  All welcome
SCHNITZEL NIGHT
Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
COASTALCARE – LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, for an appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
TAI CHI BASICS
Thursdays 9am – 10am at Coastal Care Community Room
NIGEL CLIFFE ACUPUNCTURE
Thursdays 11am-4pm at Coastalcare, Opunake.
CLUB HOTEL TEXAS HOLDEM POKER
Wednesday and Thursday Nights at the Club Hotel.
CLUB HOTEL POOL
 Tuesday Nights. New players welcome.
OPUNAKE SURF INN
Every day free pool. Every Friday free sausage sizzle from 5. Every Sunday afternoon. Pool comp
COASTAL YOUNG FARMERS
Meet 2nd  Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling Club. 
TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME, MANAIA
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
EGMONT EUCHRE CLUB
Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
CAPE EGMONT HISTORIC LIGHT & MUSEUM
Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayly Road, Warea. 
TODD ENERGY AQUATIC CENTRE
Family fun times 10.30am to 4.30pm.
ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FRIDAY MARKETS
8am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, Eltham. 
PREGNANCY HELP TARANAKI
Is now in OPUNAKE! Are you pregnant?  Do you have a baby or young family? To hear more, like us on facebook www.
facebook.com/preghelptaranaki/.  Please come and meet us and fi nd out how we may be able to help you. 
OPUNAKE FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Meeting last Monday of each month in Opunake Town Hall at 1.30pm. All welcome.
TAINUI DAY CENTRE - 141 Tasman Street Opunake.
Each Monday at 10:00 12:30. $2 donation. Recreational & Social Friendship.To those of more mature years. Come 
yourself or bring a friend. A warm welcome, have no fear. Happiness & laughter we intend.
More information call Jenny 06 7618080 or Glenys 06 655802
NZ FILM FESTIVAL AT EVERBODYS THEATRE
Come and enjoy some great New Zealand fi lms. Festival runs from October 27 to November 5. Refer advert for session 
details
THE FITZ RESTAURANT AND BAR
1st birthday celebrations. Friday October 27. Melbourne Cup on November 7. See advert for details.
TAKE A KID TROUT FISHING AT THE OPUNAKE LAKE
Saturday October 28. Contact Collins Sports Centre.
PIHAMA HALL GARAGE SALE FUNDRAISER
October 28. Refer advert
OPUNAKE SURFCASTING & ANGLING CLUB AGM
October 28 at Opunake Boat and Dive Club. Refer advert. 
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION MARKET DAY
Saturday October 28. Contact Ali to book a stall. Ph 06 761 8478.
OAKURA ARTS TRAIL 
Come and visit 16 artists in their studios. October 28/29 and November 4/5. Refer advert.
OPUNAKE BOAT & UNDERWATER CLUB AGM
Monday October 30 at 7.30pm. Refer advert for details.
EVERYBODYS THEATRE HALLOWEEN PARTY
October 31 from 4-6pm. Check out our Ghost House. Refer advert.
TET CUE THEATRE PRESENTS ‘PLAZA SUITE’
November 1 to November 11. Refer advert for full details.
OPUNAKE BOARD RIDERS REGISTRATION & AGM
Saturday November 4. See advert for details.
OPUNAKE PLAYERS PRESENT ‘LAST DANCE’
November 4 to November 15 at Opunake Lakeside Playhouse. 
THE TARANAKI GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY welcomes Prof. Peter Kamp from Waikato University about his recently 
completed work on the Taranaki Basin . Talk title is ‘Long Term (during last 4 m.y) Uplift of Eastern Taranaki Region’. 
Monday November 6 at 7.30pm NPGHS Science Block room N2. All welcome. further details contact Robert park 021 
103 8573 or Mark Robbins 06 753 9930
OPUNAKE GOLF CLUB AGM
November 13 at Clubhouse. Refer advert.
RUSSIAN RENDEVOUS
Saturday November 18 in New Plymouth. See advert for details. Location of event to follow.
ST. BARNABAS ANGLICAN CHURCH CHURCH FAIR & GARAGE SALE
Saturday November 18. 9am - 12pm. Refer advert for details
SOUL KITCHEN SUMPTUOUS AND GENEROUS CHRISTMAS BUFFET
Saturday December 9. $69 pp. 
OEO PA TRIENNIAL AGM
Saturday December 9, Oeo Pa. Refer advert.

What’s On Listings

Conducted by Bay of Plenty Symphonia’s MD 
Justus Rozemond, and his counterpart from the 
Taranaki Symphony Orchestra, Adam Jasinski. 

Featuring piano soloist Flavio Villani.
Saturday 18th November in New Plymouth. 

(Two hours duration).
We join forces with the Taranaki Symphony 

Orchestra for a grand all-Russian programme. 
Together the two community orchestras will be 

capable of playing some of the most magni�cent 
music in the repertoire. With works showcasing 

large string sections, triple woodwind and 
multiple brass and percussion, this ‘rendezvous’ 
will be a rare chance for our audiences to hear 

some great Russian masterpieces.
Programme

Proko�ev: �e Birth of Kije
Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto no. 1

Rachmaninov: Symphony no. 2

COMING!



Mountain
Bike, Kayak

and
Paddle Board

Hire
Fun to share with
friends and family

8.30am to 4pm

CHADDY’S
CHARTERS

Ph: 06 758 9133
The Gallery is open 
from 10am to 4pm 

Tue to Sunday
Closed on Monday.

Some extended hours over 
summer and festive season

Private viewing can be 
arranged outside of these 

hours

35 Ocean View Parade - Breakwater Bay 
(Next to Chaddy‛s Charters) Motorua 

027 306 3347 or 
06 769 6669
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 The public can now get 
a unique 24 / 7 view of the 
world’s smallest penguin 
with the launch of a live 
streaming webcam from a 
penguin burrow on the New 
Plymouth coast.

 This is believed to be the 
only live webcam in New 
Zealand streaming from a 
blue penguin burrow and 
can be viewed on the web-
site of environmental project 
Taranaki Mounga, whose 
project area includes the 
protected Ngā Motu/Sugar 
Loaf Islands.

 Department of Conservation 
senior biodiversity ranger 
and Taranaki Mounga team 
member Emily King says 
Penguin Cam is located in a 
burrow where a kororā/blue 
penguin egg is currently be-
ing incubated.

 “Incubation takes around 
40 days, with both parents do-
ing their share, so we would 
expect this chick to hatch be-

 Penguin Cam streaming live from blue penguin burrow

fore the end of November.  It 
is an amazing opportunity to 
watch a new born penguin’s 
start at life and I’m sure the 
webcam will be popular 
viewing,” she says.

 Chaddy (Dave Chadfi eld) 
has been an enthusiastic 
penguin guardian for nearly 

30 years and along with the 
Ngā Motu Marine Reserve 
Society installed a camera in 
a penguin burrow a few years 
ago to learn more about blue 
penguins’ survival. 

 “By using a tiny infrared 
camera we can get a unique 
look at penguins in the wild.  

The birds have no idea 
they are being watched and 
now we are live streaming 
we get to see their normal 
behaviour in the low light of 
the burrow,” says Elise Smith 
from the Ngā Motu Marine 
Reserve Society.

  Penguin Cam is likely to 
be fairly busy for a lot of the 
year.  Blue penguins usually 
come ashore to lay eggs from 
June to November.  After the 
chicks hatch, the parents take 
it in turns to guard them and 
go fi shing for the fi rst few 
weeks, returning each night 
to their burrow to feed the 
chicks.  Fledging (leaving 
the nest) usually happens 
when chicks are about four 
to eight weeks old. Adults 
come ashore in summer to 
shed their feathers and grow 
a new waterproof coat. This 
moult period lasts about two 
weeks and can happen any 
time between November and 
March. The penguins are 
especially vulnerable at this 
time as they cannot swim.

 

Little Blue penguins have a sheltered burrow at 
Chaddys Charters.

Go for an island cruise with Chaddys Charters

Visit the local residents  of the Sugarloaf  islands.

The White Sail Gallery 
is a unique art gallery in 
one of New Plymouth’s 
most beautiful locations 
Breakwater Bay. 

Proudly supporting New 
Zealand artists the gallery 
exhibits have a wide range of 
contemporary art, ceramics, 
sculpture, gifts,  greenstone, 
beau t i fu l  sca rves  and 
jewellery.

The gallery is owned and 
operated by local Taranaki 
artist Jill White. 

Jill exhibits her own art 
around the country so has the 
opportunity to bring back the 
work of other New Zealand 
artists to show in Taranaki. 

Gallery proudly supports New Zealand artists
Artists that exhibit at The 

White Sail Gallery include 
Lester Earl, Michael Smither, 
Libby McColl and Donna 
Massey. 

A beautiful spot to enjoy 
art, fi nd that gift for someone 
special, or just spoil yourself.

It’s always a great day at 
Breakwater Bay. 

There is a choice of award 
winning restaurants to dine 
at, as well as the iconic 
Chaddy›s Charters  and 
stunning harbour views, plus 
there is always the chance of 

seeing whales, stingrays or 
our little Blue Penguins.

The Gallery is open from 
10am to 4pm Tuesday to 
Sunday. 

Closed on Monday. Some 
extended hours over summer 
and festive season. 

Private viewing can be 
arranged outside of these 
hours

35 Ocean View Parade, 
Breakwater  Bay (Next 
to  Chaddy›s Charters) , 
Moturoa. Ph (027) 3063347, 
(06) 7696669.

Come in and see the beautiful art and Jewellery 
collections at White Sail Gallery.



Oakura Arts Trail open 
and studios are ready to go

Most of the preparations 
by artists for the Oakura 
Arts Trail are well in hand 
and with an increased 
number this year to 15 they 
are hoping for this to be the 
most successful year yet. 

The 15 artists on the trail 
this year are Kris White, 
Richard Landers, Deborah 
Hoare, Fay Looney, Linda 
McFetridge, Margaret Scott, 
Jill Shearer, Linda Barbour, 
Rosie Moyes, Sally Laing, 
Rob Wright ,  Suzanne 
Bloch-Jorgensen, Susan 
Imhasley, Brenda Cash,  
and Steve Molloy. Sarah 
Smither will also open her 
home as a Place of Interest 
with recent prints to view of 
her father’s M.D.Smither.

This very popular arts 
trail coincides with the 
Taranaki Powerco Garden 
Festival and is held on the 
weekends of October 28-9 
and November 4-5. Many of 
the artists are also involved 
in the Fringe Festival which 
means their studios will be 
open during the week as 
well. Open hours are from 
10 to 4pm.

Many of the artists are 

prepared to demonstrate 
techniques or are working 
while visitors pass through 
their studios. The experience 
of visiting artists in their 
own work environment is 
unique, and leaves a lasting 
impression on people, who 
return to buy work or bring 
other visitors to see the art. 
The trail provides a nice 
balance of types of art to 
view,  with sculptures, 
glass art, pottery, jewellery, 
printmaking, felting and 
painting being some of the 
variety that can be seen. 

This year has seen a return 
to the trail of three of our 
ex-members. One of our 
members Linda Barbour has 
spent last year completing 
a Diploma in Ceramic Art 
through Otago Polytechnic. 
For her fi nal project she used 
the fl ax fl ower and pod as her 
inspiration to create a body 
of work.

Other artists returning to 
the trail are Sally Laing an 
experienced artist jeweller, 
and Rosie Moyes with her 
photography. Jill Shearer who 
has had a studio in Inglewood 
and has been painting for 

40 years is now settled in 
Oakura, so it is good to have 
her experience as a member 
on the Trail.

An exhibition of all the 
artists’ work will be held 
at the Molloy Gallery, fi ve 
minutes west of Oakura 
village at Tataraimaka  where 
all participating artists will 
have work on display. This 
is a good place to start the 
trail and help you plan your 
experience. 

Brochures for the trail 
can be found at all studios, 
the Information Centre, the 
Crafty Fox and on the notice 
board next to the chemist. 

Linda Barbour.    

Sally Laing at work in her studio.

Look out for the large 
yellow and blue fl ags which 
will help to guide you to the 
artist studios. For details on 
the artist and the location of 
their studios, go to www.
oakuraartstrail or Facebook.

N e w  Z e a l a n d  a w a r d 
winning artist Christine 
Wingels winner of the 2017 
National Contempory Fibre 
Art  Award “Changing 
Threads” is just one of the 
visiting artists exhibiting at 
Koru on Koru Gallery during 
the Taranaki Fringe Garden 
Festival along with several 
local  and invited New 
Zealand artists including 
Justin Jade Morgan curator 
of the Wallace collection at 
Morrinsville Gallery.

Koru on Koru Gallery and 
Garden is Place of Interest 
51 in the Taranaki Fringe 
Garden Festival and is 
located at 283 Koru Road, 
Oakura on the route to 
Pukeiti. Gallery hours 9am 
– 6pm or by appointment in 
the evenings if required.

Off road parking – garden 
seating bring a picnic happy 
to   boil the kettle for you. 
Facebook oakuraartgallery/
www.faylooney.com

Koru on Koru open for festival

An Artist at work at Koru on Koru Gallery
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78 Cutfield Road
NEW PLYMOUTH

find us on Facebook!

Janet’s Fashions
Style,

Selection
and Service

Viewing by 
appointment only. 

Phone Janet on 
06 757 2338 or 027 
243 0488 for your 
appointment time. 
Friends welcome.

Janet’s Fashions

Gallery proudly supports New Zealand artists
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Check out our bargain racks 
and tables in the front of  our 

store on 

OPUNAKE’S
MARKET DAY

Saturday October 28

OPUNAKE 
BUSINESS 

ASSOCIATION

Opunake Business Association 
Market Day

Be there and support your community
Saturday October 28

9am-12pm
Limited spaces available
Contact Ali 06 761 8478 

80 Tasman Street, Opunake Ph 06 761 8171
Layby available

New season
SWIMWEAR
AND ACCESORIES 
AVAILABLE

Come to 
Country Connections 
and grab a bargain on 

Market Day

Christmas stock and 
Christmas decorations 

arriving daily

Experience the pain, passion and panic 
when three very different couples 

occupy Suite 719 in the Plaza Hotel 

 
  TET CUE THEATRE PROUDLY PRESENTS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed 1st Nov to 
Sat 11th Nov 2017 

at 7.30pm 
 

Matinee 5th Nov at 2 pm 
No performance  

Mon 6th Nov 

By Neil Simon 
Directed by  Heather Harrison 

$22.00 Adults 
$20.00 per person for  
prepaid groups of 10+ 

 

Tickets available online at www.cuetheatre.co.nz  
Or   FunHo  -   Phone:  7567030 to purchase your seat 

By Neil Simon

IMPORTANT Members of the Opunake Lakeside Lions Club would like to encourage respect for all the people that 
have contributed to this project by employing a ‘hands off’ approach to the project. Seven months of hard work have 
gone into this project and it would be appreciated that this is request is respected. 

 Opunake gets bombed

During the long, wet 
winter, members of the 
Opunake Lakeside Lions, 
and many other community 
members kept themselves 
busy and warm with an 

Lakeside Lions and the 
community are going to be out 
and about this week installing 
pieces around town. Their 
aim is to have everything up 
and ready by the 5pm Friday 
October 26  in time for the 
opening of the Taranaki Art 
Awards. They are hoping that 
the local community enjoys 

 Crafters at one of the Community Crafting 
times.Thanks Opunake Library Plus.

Colourful Pom Pom Trees have sprouted in time for the 
Opunake lakeside Lions Yarn Bomb.

extremely ambitious project 
– to provide enough knitting 
and crocheting to Yarn Bomb 
Opunake. 

What’s this Yarn Bombing 
you may ask? Yarn Bombing 

is traditionally guerrilla 
knitting, or street art that 
uses colourful displays of 
knitted or crocheted yarn, 
rather than paint or chalk. The 

aim of the Opunake Lakeside 
Lions Club is to bomb as 
many lamp posts, signs and 
store frontages in the CBD as 
possible. Members wanted to 
brighten up and add a pop of 
colour to Opunake. 

They decided that the best 
time to do this would be to 
coincide with the Taranaki 
National Art Awards, the 
two Garden Festivals and 
the Opunake Market Day on 
Saturday  October 28.

The support from the local 
community and further 
afi eld has been outstanding. 
Residents at the Opunake 
Cottage Rest Home have 
been busy with Pom Poms 
for their display, Alzheimers 

Groups from Hawera and 
New Plymouth have all been 
very busy with their display 
areas, loads of bright colourful 
Bunting ready for some lucky 

shop fronts. Exciting mail has 
arrived from Wanganui and 
two parcels from Australia 
with donations of knitted 
goods to display. 

The Club Members kept 
interested locals informed 
with a facebook page – The 
Great Opunake Yarn Bomb. 
As people finished items, 
photos were displayed to 
inspire others. 

Two  Felting workshops 
were run and four Community 
Crafting times were held to 
bring community members 
together. Holiday Programe 
workshops were run in the 
April School Holidays. 

Members of the Opunake 

Anyone need their lawns done?
and appreciates the hard 
efforts that have been put in 
by many people, and that the 
‘pop of colour’ in Opunake 
really brightens the town 
up after such a long, dreary 
winter. All items associated 
with the Yarn Bombing will 
be down during the week of 
November 6-10..

Percy Thomson hosts biennial exhibition
The Regional Embroiderers’ 

Exhibition runs at Percy 
Thomson gallery in Stratford 
from October 20 – November 
12.

‘Earth, Sea and Sky’ is the 
biennial regional selected 
exhibition for members of 
embroiderers guilds in the 
Taranaki, Whanganui and 

Manawatu region and will 
include a wide variety of 
embroidery, including the 
work of young embroiderers. 

Guest embroiderers are 
Mary  Vinnicombe and 
Shirley Julian.

Both have a long and 
illustrious history of creating 

embroidery.  Now in their 
80s and still stitching and 
creat ing – a  needle  in 
the hand is as natural as 
breathing to them both – they 
are members of the New 
Plymouth Embroiderers’ 
Guild, although Shirley has 
also been a member of the 
Opunake and South Taranaki 
Guilds in years past before her 

retirement to New Plymouth.

Over the years they have 
exhibited widely in national 
and regional exhibitions 
and their contribution to 
this exhibition will include 
o l d  a n d  n e w  w o r k s , 
demonstrating their passion 
for embroidery and stitching.
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Opunake - MOVIES - BOUTIQUE THEATRE – HIRE 
For information email: everybodystheatre@gmail.com or check facebook- Everybody’s Theatre 

Check out our website at www.everybodystheatre.co.nz – Phone 027 3837926 
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER  2017 

Lollies, Popcorn, Ice-creams,  
Chocolate bars, Coffee & Tea For Sale 

 

Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs $8, Under 4 free                  
Senior Citizens $8. No Eft-Pos 

 TOMMYS HONOUR 
Drama | 1 hr 52 mins | M 
The pride of a father. The love of a wife. 
The soul of a rebel. The heart of a 
champion. Period drama depicting the 
lives and careers of pioneering Scottish 
golfing champions Old Tom Morris and 
his son Tom.   
Wed  8th Nov 1pm 

 LOST CITY OF Z  
Action, Adventure, True Story, Historical | 
2hrs 21mins | M 
True-life drama about Col. Percival Fawcett 
a British explorer who disappeared while 
searching for a mysterious Amazonian city 
in the 1920s. 
Sun 5th Nov 7pm 
Wed 8th Nov 7pm|Sat 11th Nov 7pm 

THOR RAGNKOR 
Action, Adventure, Science Fiction | 
2hrs 10mins | PG-13: Intense action 
Imprisoned on the other side of the 
universe, the mighty Thor finds himself 
in a deadly gladiatorial contest that pits 
him against the Hulk, his former ally and 
fellow Avenger. 
Thurs 9th Nov 7pm 

IT 
Drama, Horror, Thriller | 1hr 15mins | 
R16:Offensive Language, Violence, 
Horror 
Bill Skarsgård is It, a being that terrorises 
seven small town Maine children in this 
supernatural horror adapted from 
Stephen King's 1986 novel. 
Fri 10th Nov 7pm 
Sun 12th Nov 7pm 

 CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS 
Action, Animated, Comedy, Kids & 
Family  | 1hr 28mins | G 
Two mischievous kids hypnotise their 
mean high school principal and turn him 
into their comic book creation, the kind-
hearted and elastic-banded Captain 
Underpants.  
Sat 11th Nov 1pm 

 KINGSMAN – THE GOLDEN CIRCLE 
Action, Adventure, Comedy|   2 hrs 
21mins|R16: Violence, Offensive 
Language, Drug use 
Our heroes face a new challenge. When 
their headquarters are destroyed and the 
world is held hostage. 
Coming later in November 

Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 
    27  Film Festival 

10.30 Mahana  
1pm The Worlds 
fastest Indian 
7pm The Dark 
Horse 

28  Film 
Festival 
10.30am Bush 
Cindrella 
1pm Hunt for 
the 
Wilderpeople  
Boy 7pm 

29 Film 
Festival 
10.30 Kiwi 
Flyer  
1pm Mahana 
7pm My Year 
with Helen 

30 Film Festival 
10.30am My 
Year with Helen 
1pm Footrot 
Flats 
7pm Hunt for 
Wilderpeople 

31 Film Festival 
10.30 Footrot 
Flats 
1pm The Dark 
Horse 
7pm Spookers 

1 Film Festival 
10.30am Doco 
1pm Boy 
7pm Worlds 
Fastest Indian 

2 Film Festival 
10.30am Dark 
Horse 
1pm My Year 
with Helen 
7pm Mahana 

3 Film Festival 
10.30 Hunt for 
the Wilder 
People 
1pm Doco 
7pm Spookers 

4 Film Festival 
10.30am Boy 
1pm Kiwi Flyer 
7pm Footrot 
Flats 

5 Film Festival 
10.30 Worlds 
fastest Indian  
1pm Kiwi Flyer 
Boutique  
The Lost City 
of Z  - 7pm 

  8 
Tommy’s Honour  
-  1pm 
The Lost City of Z  
- 7pm  

9 
Thor: Ragnakor 
– 7pm 

10 
 
IT - 7pm 

11 
Captain 
Underpants - 
1pm 
The Lost City 
of Z  7pm 

12 
 
IT  - 7pm 

 

CoastalCare
Health and Community Centre

DID YOU KNOW?
CoastalCare offers for hire, quiet, 
private, well-appointed room's for 

meetings, training opportunities and 
social gatherings. This will seat up 
to 60 people or it has the flexibility 

to be divided into two smaller 
rooms. The facilities include a 

lounge area & kitchenette for self-
service of coffees and tea

Permanently residing in the 
building are:

OPUNAKE PHARMACY,
OPUNAKE MEDICAL CENTRE,

ST. JOHNS AMBULANCE, 
PLUNKET,

HEALTH BOARD SERVICES.

CONTACT:
ARETHA LEMON,

Manager
on 06 761 8488

Some of the regular services we currently
have running are:

COASTAL PRINTERS
Wednesday and Friday 9am - 5pm
TAYLOR DENTAL PRACTICE

Offering full dental services every Thursday
from hygiene treatments to dentures

FOODBANK
Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm

LISA KEEN - AUDIOLOGY
Every 2nd Wednesday 

ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC
Every Thursday afternoon.

TAI CHI - NIGEL CLIFFE
Every Thursday, 9am-10am

BUDGET ADVICE
By appointment

TARANAKI PODIATRY
Every 3rd Tuesday

HAUMIRI MASSAGE
Every 1st Thursday
COUNSELLING

Various providers and specialties including, 
relationships, drugs, alcohol, quit smoking, 
change support, family violence and anger 

management
DAIRY NZ

once a month course
PARENT COFFEE & PLAY GROUP

Every 2nd Thursday 10am-12.30pm.
All parents welcome (supported by Plunket)

Everybody’s NZ Film 
Festival has a real local 
flavour – During the NZ 
Film Festival at Everybody’s 
Theatre which is running 
from Friday October 27 to 
Sunday November 5, people 
will be able to revisit old 
time NZ favourites like The 
World’s Fastest Indian and 
Footrot Flats.  

However ,  one  o f  the 
exciting things about this 
film festival is the shorts 
session, that has Heartland 
Opunake with Brian Vincent 
and other long-term locals 
featured on Opunake beach in 
the early 90s, as well as The 
Reel People of NZ, where 
Debbie Campbell and Maree 

Everybodys Film Festival has a local fl avour

There is  another face 
peering out the window from 
the CoastalCare Managers 
offi ce these days.  

Due to  expans ion  of 
Aretha’s work portfolio, it 
was decided that the role 
of Facili ty Manager at 
CoastalCare would become 
a shared role for Aretha and 
another person.

Being an independent 
contractor employed by the 
CoastalCare Trust Aretha 

Another friendly face

 

has taken on board another 
staff member to share and 
continue the ever-evolving 
role of Facility Manager.  

Ensuring the quality of 
service provided is of an 
ongoing high standard Aretha 
has decided to look locally to 
offer this opportunity. 

 
“I believe Elaine has the 

experience and qualities 
necessary for this shared role.  
Being a people person, like 
myself Elaine has settled into 

this position seamlessly,” 
Aretha says.

Elaine Spencer has lived 
in Opunake for nine years 
and previously worked in 
Opunake Pharmacy for fi ve 
years so will be a familiar 
face to many.  

“Th i s  i s  an  exc i t ing 
opportunity for me to return 
to a more administrative role 
but still stay involved with 
the Opunake community.”

Aretha Lemon and Elaine Spencer

Drought feature presenting 
our very own theatre and the 
development of the rebuild.  

When Beth Watson, who 
owns Spookers and has a 
beach house in Opunake 
heard we were screening 
Spookers, a documentary 
about the development and 
behind the scenes at Spookers 
scream park in Auckland she 
was quick to contact us and 
offer help.

 
“We love Opunake and 

would love to give back a 
little bit.” 

The giving back part needs 
to remain a surprise at present 
but Beth’s generosity is pretty 

impressive.  
Aretha Lemon offered a 

movie based in her home 
town, Nelson.  

Kiwi Flyer or Derby Dogs 
as it is known by now, is all 
about a go cart race they have 
every summer in Nelson, and 
an Australian team come over 
and cheated to try and win.  

There are some great Nelson 
landmarks as well as a short 
glimpse of Aretha’s fi shing 
boat which was used as a prop 
in the movie.

It would be hard to have 
a NZ Film Festival without 
featuring our award-winning 
NZ director Taika David 

Waititi, currently in the 
news for the movie, Thor 
Ragnarok, (shhhh but that’s 
coming early November). 

Taika has directed Hunt for 
the Wilderpeople, Boy and 
Tama Tu and Two Cars One 
Night short features. Bboth 
the latter are in the Short 
Documentary section on 1st 
and 3 November. 

“There really is something 
for everyone and we hope 
this is a successful event 
we can build on each year”, 
said Debbie Campbell , 
E v e r y b o d y s  T h e a t r e , 
Chairperson.

                   Aretha Lemon.
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601 Devon St East, New Plymouth      06 759 2084      Open 7 Days

Come and celebrate the

Melbourne 
Cup

TUESDAY 
7TH NOVEMBER 
Great spot prizes and 
Best Dressed Award to 

be won

RESTAURANT 
AND BAR

Come and listen to music from the 18 piece Big Band 
led by Robin Wells ... Puttin‛ on the Ritz, 

In the Mood, Making Whoopee and many more!

With Vocals from Mike Gordon and Unity Wara

Everybody‛s Theatre, Opunake,
Sunday 12 November 2.00 pm start

THE RITZ BIG BAND

coming to Opunake

The Ritz Swing Band 
is making a return visit 
to Opunake soon. They 
will again be performing 
at Everybody’s Theatre in 
Opunake, so keep this date 
free - Sunday November 
12, from 2pm on. The 18 
piece band is led by Robin 

Ritz Swing Band returning to Opunake

Oakura Arts Trail open and studios are ready to go

Wells. Glenn Miller and the 
Big band era (1930s and 
1940s) will be the focus. 
There will be a few new 
numbers performed this time 
including ‘New York, New 
York’ and ‘Don’t Get Around 
That Much Anymore’.

The main vocalist will be 

the well-known and respected 
musician Mike Gordon, in 
conjunction with talented 
songstress Unity Wara.

Instruments will include 
trumpets, trombones, piano, 
guitars (rhythm and bass), 

drums, not to mention Robin 
Wells’ soulful saxophone.

There will be door sales 
only with adults just $10 
and youngsters  (children 
under 12) $5 - this has to be 
amazing value for money.

Once again, next year, 
the Ritz Swing band will 
perform at the prestigious 
Festival of Lights in New 
Plymouth.

The band plays just four 
gigs a year, so the chance to 
experience them should not 
be missed. Explains Mike 
Gordon, “We play for the 
love of music - not money.”

The band was formed about 
a decade ago, but re-formed 
just two years ago after 
disbanding for a while due 
to some members heading 

overseas for a time.
“We had such a warm 

reception last time that we 
knew we really wanted to 
come back and perform 
aga in  a t  Everybody’s 
Theatre,” explains Mike. 

Make  sure  you  keep 
November 12 free to give 
the iconic band a rousing 
Opunake welcome.

The Ritz to perform again in Opunake on November 12

Oakura Arts Trail very popular

Oakura Arts Trail artist Jill Shearer in her Studio pop in and see her work during 
the Garden and Arts Festival


	01_Final_Please use this
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	9 THIS ONE PLEASE
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14 THIS ONE PLEASE 
	15
	16
	17
	18_Final_Please use this
	19_Final_Please use this
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32



