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BlueFloat Energy has 
pulled the plug on plans to 
set up a 900MW offshore 
wind project off the South 
Taranaki coast. This comes 
after the government’s 
fast track legislation had 
breathed new life into Trans-
Tasman Resources’ proposal 
for seabed mining, which 
BlueFloat and other wind 
farm developers said would 
be inconsistent with their 
operations.

BlueFloat cited “key 
uncertainties” about the 
route to market and the 
competition for allocation of 
the seabed.

“Following a global 
strategic review, BlueFloat 
Energy has taken the 
decision to cease the 
development of offshore 
wind projects in New 
Zealand. Going forward, 
BlueFloat Energy will be 
focusing its attention on the 
most advanced projects in its 
portfolio,” country manager 
Nathan Turner said.

“BlueFloat Energy 
continues to believe that 
offshore wind offers a 
strategic opportunity for 
New Zealand, in terms of 
both decarbonisation and 
economic development. 
However, our decision to 
cease developments here 
reÁ ects a number of Ney 
uncertainties about how the 
market for offshore wind 
will develop in the country 
– including both route to 
market and allocation of 
seabed.

“We encourage the New 
Zealand Government 
to continue its efforts 
to establish an enabling 
regulatory regime for 

BlueFloat pulls out of wind farm project
offshore wind and to support 
the industry in overcoming 
these uncertainties.”

BlueFloat Energy had 
hoped to set up the windfarm 
22km off the coast of Ohawe 
which would produce 
enough electricity to power 
half a million homes. The 
15MW turbines would have 
been nearly as tall as the 
Sky Tower and would have 
had three times the output of 
its land-based counterparts 
on the Waipipi Wind 
Farm between Patea and 
Waverley.

The project had brought 
together BlueFloat Energy 
and Elemental Group, 
an international energy 

developer and consultancy 
headquartered in New 
Plymouth. Partnerships 
director Justine Gilliland, 
a former CEO of Venture 
Taranaki said (Opunake and 
Coastal News March 21) that 
Blue Float Energy brought 

specialist knowledge from 
developing wind farms 
around the world while 
Elemental Group, brought 
a knowledge of local 
conditions. When Venture 
Taranaki had issued a report 
on the potential for wind 

energy in Taranaki Blue 
)loat had been the fi rst to 
express an interest, she said.

She said they wanted 
to work in with energy 
providers, including other 
wind farm operators, but that 
having a wind farm would 

be incompatible with seabed 
mining.

A joint venture between 
Taranaki Offshore 
Partnership, Copenhagen 
Infrastructure Partners and 
the New Zealand Super 

The 22nd Taranaki 
National Art Awards are 
here. Opening Night is 
tomorrow Friday  November 
1 from 6pm, with the Awards 
Ceremony commencing 
from 7pm. This year’s 
esteemed judges are Aaron 
Lister, Senior Curator at City 
Gallery, Wellington, and 
Taarati Taiaroa, Assistant 
Curator of Contemporary 
0ăori Art at *ovett-
Brewster Art Gallery, New 
Plymouth. They will speak 
to their selected works for 
the Highly Commended and 
First Prize winners, across the 
seven categories; Painting, 
Taranaki Artists, 3D, Works 
on 3aper, 3hotography, TĿ 
Taranakitanga and Fibre Art. 

 The Taranaki National Art Awards are here
We are honoured to have 
such high calibre co-judges, 
bringing their expertise to 
our event and sharing their 
perspectives and insights 
with us. 

If you feel like dressing 
up, then tune into this year’s 
theme of ‘Flower Power’ and 
adorn yourself with a touch 
of Á oral Á air. %e entertained 
by singer songwriter Miss 
Crystal Starr and enjoy tasty 
nibbles while perusing the 
amazing selection of art 
works on display, a broad 
spectrum of over 270 entries 
from throughout Aotearoa. 
The ľpunaNď )loral Art 
Group will once again be 

Eagerly awaiting to hear the winners of the 2023 Taranaki National Art awards last year.  
The winners of the 2024 Taranaki National Art Awards will be announced tomorrow. Continued page 4

Continued page 3

Ronald Hugh Morrieson 
Literary Awards winners 
Page 5

The passing of farmer and 
community man a sad loss, 
Page 7

Justine Gilliland, 
Nathan Turner

Plug pulled on wind farm. off South Taranaki coast.
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What does Adam and 
Eve’s creation and the 
Humpty Dumpty fairytale 
have in common? Both had 
a great fall! But as a result 
of Adam and Eve’s fall into 
sin, the state of our world 
is increasingly looking like 
Humpty’s scrambled eggs. 
Sin, death and destruction 
visit us nightly on our 6 
o’clock News. 

Jesus, the living Saviour 
and resurrected Son of God, 
believed that God created 
two real human beings: “At 
the beginning of creation 
God made them male and 
female” (Mark 10:6, NIV). 
They weren’t a myth or 
fairytale but created in God’s 
image. (Genesis 1:27).  Jesus 
even referred to Adam’s real 
historical son, Abel (Luke 
11:51). 

Let’s summarise the current 
evolutionary beliefs of most 

scientists, many atheists and 
some Christians:

Modern Darwinian 
evolutionary biology 
believes all life, including 
humans, probably came from 
a single common ancestral 
pre-cellular organism (or 
possibly a bacterium) called 
our First Universal Common 
Ancestor (FUCA). It took 
4.5 billion years through 
surYiYaO of tKe fi ttest �naturaO 
selection), mutations and 
genetic variations to evolve 
into today’s human beings. 
Probably about 3 billion 
years ago a once hidden 
ancestral single-celled 
organism emerged called 
LUCA (our Last Universal 
Common Ancestor). LUCA 
is a complex cellular 
organism from which all life 
on Earth today comes from. 
LUCA used mutations, DNA, 
RNA, genomes and proteins 

to slowly evolve life into sea 
creatures, four-legged land 
animals, two-legged upright 
animals, pre-humans and 
fi naOO\ Podern KuPan Eeings 
or homo sapiens (Nature 
Ecology and Evolution, 
2024) 

FUCA-LUCA is 
evolution’s 4.5 billion year 
old creation narrative. The 
above technical  language 
is so confusing that most 
people simply give up and 
agree.   However, outspoken 
You Tube atheistic scientists 
like Richard Dawkins and 
Neil deGrass Tyson mock 
biblical creationism in favour 
of evolutionary science 
because the supernatural 
and miraculous cannot be 
tested or reproduced in 
the laboratory. Therefore 
such claims display a  non-
scientifi c bias because 
FUCA-LUCA theory cannot 

be scientifi cally observed, 
tested or reproduced. 

 Every object in your 
kitchen was intelligently 
designed by someone. So 
why is our origin as human 
beings a scientifi c e[ception 
to the rule? I became a 
creationist fi rst and then 
a Christian not long after 
taking an anthropology 
paper in university and 
reading Darwin’s classic, On 
the Origin of Species. 

Jesus, the Son of God, 
claimed that human beings 
were created at   one point 
in time, not over four 
billion FUCA-LUCA years. 
The Bible again and again 
recognises God as the 
Creator of all things: “The 
heavens declare the glory 
of the Lord…” (Psalm 19:1, 
NIV). However, without 
faith, God is merely a 
concept and the Bible is 
just another great historical 
novel. 

I wonder if it takes more 
faith to believe in an atheistic 
and philosophically-biased 
´scientifi c theoryµ than it 
does to be a Christian? Your 
Creator God loves you. A 
bacterium doesn’t. What do 
you think?

Peace,
Adelphos

What is FUCA-LUCA?

Israel and 
Palestine

I am grateful to Christina 
Salisbury for her letter of 
17th October under the 
title� ´,srael and 3alestine.µ 
While disagreeing with 
her position, I hope this 
reply may invite further 
conversation.

At the end her letter a claim 
is made that: “Contrary to 
modern belief, Palestine 
has no history. It has no 
government, no language 
other than Arabs and Arabic. 
Indeed, pre-1948 the only 
3alestinians were -ews.µ

It is probably more accurate 
to say that this claim is itself, 
quite a modern belief. Indeed 
it has a very familiar ring in 
the history of this province 
of Taranaki, which in 1860s 

was declared to be “Terra 
1ulliusµ �´(mpty /andµ� by 
those wishing to occupy it.

I have also heard it said that 
Palestine before 1948 was: 
“a land without people for a 
people without land.µ Again, 
the same echo of colonial 
history that played out here 
in the 1840s.

To claim Palestine has no 
history certainly does not 
fi t with the e[perience of 
our family since, through 
marriage, we have been 
blessed to be joined to a 
Palestinian family from 
the 900-year-old village of 
Nahef in Galilee.

A most beloved member of 
this family who is now in his 
70s, clearly recalls the rich 
cultural life of a childhood 
enjoying all the religious 
festivals, not just of Nahef 
but all the neighbouring 

towns as well.
He and his siblings grew 

up knowing not only in 
their own culture but all 
the Palestinian religious 
traditions of: Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam.

Events since that time have 
seen a systematic destruction 
of the mutual harmony 
enjoyed by such Palestinian 
villages, many dating back 
to the Prophet Mohammed, 
with others predating the 
time of Jesus.

Rob Baigent-Ritchie
Opunake

Maori wards
, always fi nd time to reÁ ect 

on the stupidity of history, 
New Zealand and myself on 
November 5th.

That day when as a kid I 

was encouraged to celebrate 
the capture of the Catholic 
conspirator Guy Fawkes, 
never knowing much of 
New Zealand history and the 
monumental act of stupidity 
committed on that day by 
New Zealand Native Affairs 
Minister John Bryce at 
Parihaka. 

To my mind it would 
have been a much more 
meaningful public 
holiday for Kiwis to have 
had November 5 1881 
commemorated by a public 
holiday over Matariki. A 
day to reÁ ect upon political 
and Governmental greed and 
stupidity. 

Perhaps we’re not grown 
up enough yet to cope with 
such concepts and proof of 
this is illustrated in Tom 
Stephens’ letter in support of 

Continued on page 3.
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0ăori :ards. Tom offered 
some apocryphal yarn 
about Á ooding a river in last 
weeN·s publication which 
concluded with a reference 
to the supposed superiority 
of a 0aori elder·s Nnowledge 
over a mayor·s. 

This was given as an 
illustration as to why we 
should support 0aori :ards 
in our local government. 
The whole concept of a 
0aori electoral roll and 
0aori seats in parliament is 
an anachronism surely. ,n 
a country of only � million 
people we decide to grant 
special privileges to one set 
of people who basically put 
their hands up and declare 
they are 0ăori. 

To an outsider this would 
appear totally balmy but 
then you have to remember 
this is 1ew =ealand, 
Aotearoa a country asleep 
at the wheel, a bit liNe the 
0arie &eleste, buffeted by 
winds and currents with no 
clear direction in sight. 

David Hancock
Eltham

Gaza
The (vangelical, or %iblical 

claim, of ,srael·s sovereignty 
over ancient 3alestine, is 
not only countered by the 
very commandments central 
to it - thou shalt not Nill, 
steal, covet, torture, rape 
etc - but by an e[tensive and 
concurrent history, arguing 
against whaNapapa of the 
present-day, predominant, 
(uropean -ewish�=ionist 
occupiers� to the semitic 
peoples of 3alestine, ancient 
and modern. 

%y this history, the 
3alestinians of 3alestine 
own claim to the land. 1ot 
3oland, not .ha]aria.

 %ut, to the present day 
and more to the point. 
<eshayahu /eibowit], 
�����-���� - premier among 
intellectuals of ,sraeli 
life before and after the 
establishment of the 6tate of 
,srael� found that ´religious 
nationalism is to religion, 

what national socialism 
was to socialismµ. That is, 
the natural conseTuence 
of religious nationalism 
�religion as state identity�, 
is fascism. 1a]ism. And he 
should Nnow. 

:hat is happening right 
now in *a]a and the occupied 
territories, is pure fascism. 
%eyond any mythological 
or religious consideration. 
A genocide is underway. 
:e are watching industrial 
scale mass murder eTual 
to any historical pogrom. 
:e are watching live on 
tiNtoN and telegram, ����, a 
merciless cruelty, the very 
antithesis of ¶civilisation·� 
called by =ionist ,srael, ¶The 
*enerals plan·. 'esigned 
to ra]e *a]a �3alestine to 
the ground, empty it of all 
its people, then ¶resettle it· 
by *od·s command with 
¶civilised· and ¶moral· 
supremacist occupiers of 
plainly (uropean descent� 
their hands still dripping 
the blood of the hundreds of 
thousands of innocents their 
army martyred� to steal it. 
,f the (vangelical argument 
is that that is by *od·s will� 
then that *od has no place in 
civilised history.

1o Mustifi cation, biblical or 
otherwise, can be made of it. 

Letters to theLetters to the
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Roger Morris.
Oeo

Thank you
, wish to taNe the 

opportunity through the 
letter to the editor column 
to thanN the 2punaNe and 
&oastal 1ews for the article 
and display of 6ongmen 
concert in 2Nato with Tone 
5anger, a fundraiser for 
3lunNet 2Nato which raised 
����. 0any thanNs 

Lesley Dowding
 Okato

Year of horror 
in Israel

,t sure has been a year of 
horror in ,srael. 1owhere 
in ,srael has been safe from 
the relentless rocNets from 
*a]a and /ebanon.  'ay and 
night the sirens have been 
going as hundreds of rocNets 
are rained upon ,srael. 2ver 
��,��� people displaced 
from their homes, mostly 
from the 1orth border of 
,srael and many from the 
destroyed communities on 
the border with *a]a.

,n our comfortable nation, 
1ew =ealand, we cannot 
imagine the horror of the 
attacN on ,srael on 2ctober 
�. 0any scenes too horrifi c 
to portray, so many people 
,sraeli, Arab, 'ru]e and 
other nationalities having 
a peaceful holiday in ,srael 
suddenly gunned down in 
the streets and at a music 
festival.  :hole families 
burned alive in their homes. 
%odies cut up after brutal 
rapes in horrifi c fashion.  
And over ��� hostages 
taNen to a darN place with 
not even the 5ed &ross to 
ensure any humane standard. 
/acN of air, movement, 
food, constant rape and 

brutality and psychological 
harassment endured by the 
hostages-- with no end in 
sight.

,f only those foolish 
*a]ans would give bacN the 
hostages the war could be 
over.

%alanced reporting would 
tell us about the ongoing 
suffering in ,srael but all 
we hear about is the ´poorµ 
murderous terrorists.

%ut then the very e[istence 
of the nation ,srael after 
���� years scattered through 
all nations is an Act of *od. 
%lessed be the *od of ,srael. 

Christina Salisbury 
Manaia

Continued from page 2.
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up a �� turbine windfarm 
��-��Nm off the 6outh 
TaranaNi coast.

9enture TaranaNi &(2 
.elvin :right says it·s 
fortunate that there are other 
wind farm developers such 
as this one interested in the 
area.

´As we navigate the 
comple[ities of building 
this new sector, we will 
Neep pushing forward. A 
coordinated effort from all 
staNeholders is reTuired to 
ensure that offshore wind 
in TaranaNi has a future and 
becomes a reality.µ

´The withdrawal of 
%lue)loat (nergy highlights 
several ongoing challenges 
within the offshore wind 
sector in 1ew =ealand. 
These include competition 

BlueFloat pulls out of wind farm project
for shallow seabed space, the 
absence of a clear regulatory 
regime, the need for revenue 
stabilisation mechanisms 
liNe &ontracts for 'ifference 
�&)'�, and the establishment 
of a viable national sector 
si]e. Additionally, there 
remains the challenge of 
securing demand-side 
contracts and addressing 
commercial viability. These 
issues reTuire urgent and 
strategic attention from 
policymaNers.µ

´2ffshore wind will play a 
critical role in our renewable 
energy mi[� however, 
the *overnment needs to 
provide clarity and create 
an attractive investment 
environment. :e must worN 
across sectors and political 
lines to ensure investment 
certainty.µ 

*reenpeace say that since 

initially getting consent 
in ����, TT5 has had that 
consent Tuashed by three 
courts, with the 6upreme 
&ourt sending it bacN to the 
(3A, reTuiring the company 
to prove it will cause no 
material harm.

TT5 pulled out of that (3A 
hearing in 0arch this year, 
soon after the fast-tracN bill 
was announced and then 
confi rmed that they had 
been invited by the coalition 
government to apply to have 
their seabed mining proMect 
fast-tracNed.

*reenpeace seabed 
campaigner -uressa /ee says� 
´The offshore wind industry 
warned the government 
that seabed mining was 
fundamentally incompatible 
with offshore wind farms, 
but they went ahead anyway, 
and now we all pay the price.

´,ncluding Trans-Tasman 
5esources on the list of 
proMects for )ast TracN 
Approvals highlights 
the /u[on government·s 
unhealthy fi [ation on 
e[tractive industries and 
fossil fuels.

´At the same time as 
the /u[on *overnment 
is closing the door on a 
renewable energy industry, 
they·re talNing about 
opening up new oil and gas 
e[ploration and building 
a fossil gas importation 
terminal. ,t·s straight-out 
climate denial,µ says /ee.
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complimenting the 
exhibition with their 
stunning Á oral creations. 

This ama]ing creative 
showcase is staged annually 
in ľpunaNď, originating 
from an inspired idea by 
local crea-tives bacN in ����. 
The TaranaNi 1ational Art 
Awards epitomises the spirit 
of collective creative energy 
in action. (veryone involved 
volunteers their time and 
e[pertise because they are 
passionate about the arts, and 
value crea-tivity as essential 
to human connection and 
self-e[pression. This event 
is the ultimate in community 
collaboration, with local 
groups, organisations, 
businesses and Nura all 
getting involved and 
celebrating the arts, culture 
and creativity. The T1AA 
also acNnowledges the 
courage of all the artists who 
participate, sharing their 
uniTue voice, vision, and 
diverse array of technical 
sNills, with appreciative 
visitors and fellow creatives. 

+ead along to the 6inclair 
(lectrical (vents &entre to 
Moin in the festivities. TicNets 
are ��� which can be pur-
chased at the door. &ome 
along and immerse yourself 
in the creativity, vibrancy 
and diversity of the TaranaNi 
1ational Art Awards ����. 
,t·s a fabulous opportunity to 

The TaranaNi 1ational Art Awards are here

5ecently we asNed for 
submissions on our proposed 
changes to our )reedom 
&amping %ylaw and would 
liNe to thanN everyone who 
tooN time out their day to 
send us your thoughts and 
have your say. )ollowing on 

from hearing your feedbacN, 
we have made a few 
signifi cant changes.

'ue to the introduction of 
the 6elf-contained 0otor 
9ehicles /egislation Act 
���� and amendments 
to the )reedom &amping 
Act ����, &ouncil has 
undertaNen a review of 
the )reedom &amping 
%ylaw ����. &hanges have 
been made to align with 
legislation and update the 
areas where people can and 
cannot freedom camp in the 
6outh TaranaNi 'istrict.

The revised )reedom 
&amping %ylaw ���� 
was adopted at a &ouncil 
meeting on :ednesday �� 

6eptember ���� and will 
come into effect from � 
1ovember ����.

The purpose of the 
)reedom &amping %ylaw is 
to protect areas within our 
'istrict and to protect the 
health and safety of people 
who may visit the 'istrict. 
The %ylaw does this by 
controlling and managing 
where freedom camping may 
occur �permitted� and where 
it cannot �prohibited�. The 
%ylaw classifi es three types 
of freedom camping within 
the 'istrict ² self-contained, 
non-self-contained and 
tenting.

Upcoming Freedom Camping Season
The most signifi cant 

changes are the introduction 
of Town %oundary 0aps. 
These 0aps prohibit 
freedom camping within 
the Town %oundary e[cept 
for the designated freedom 
camping spots. This will 
maNe it a lot easier for our 
travelers to clearly identify 
where they can or cannot 
parN their vehicle.

Another important change 
following the feedbacN 
from local residents is we 
have removed the ability for 
people to freedom camp in 
tents and non-self contained 
vehicles at +alse 3lace, 

2punaNe. :e also made 
the adMustment that vehicles 
and tents must not stay 
within �� metres of public 
amenities and accessways, 
such as public toilets, picnic 
tables, playgrounds, roads, 
pathways and footpaths. 
This change should remedy 
the concerns raised from 
local residents and allow 
easy access to the stairs 
going down to the beach.

,f you want more detailed 
information, please go to 
our 6outh TaranaNi 'istrict 
&ouncil website and search 
for )reedom &amping 
%ylaw.

:ith a change in the 
weather and more summer 
days ahead, ,·m sure we 
will see many freedom 
campers enMoying the sights 
and visiting our local shops 
� tourist attractions. /et·s be 
welcoming to our Visitors 
and if you notice they aren·t 
doing something right, 
please enlighten them as 
they probably aren·t aware 
that we have made these 
changes. 

8ntil ne[t time, stay 
safe especially with the 
upcoming silly season.

Cr Steffy Mackay

Continued from page 1

hear the Mudges· comments 
about the award winners 
and meet many artists 
and appreciators from 
the TaranaNi region and 
beyond. 2pening night is 
also the time to enMoy a fi rst 
viewing of the numerous 
artworNs, particularly if 
you are intending to maNe a 
purchase. The e[hibi-tion of 
over ��� eclectic art worNs 
is on from  1ovember �-��, 
open daily ��am ² �pm, �� 
entry. 0ost worNs are for 
sale, providing a uniTue 
opportunity to purchase 
original art worNs from a 
diverse range of creative 
mediums. 

The TaranaNi 1ational 
Art Awards Trust thanNs 
our ama]ing group of 
loyal sponsors for their 
continued sup-port and 
the new sponsors who 

have come onboard this 
year. :e acNnowledge the 
value of these fi nancial 
pledges, allowing us to offer 
substantial awards across 
all seven categories. This 
support also enables the 
T1AA to provide a high 
calibre e[hibition platform 
for creatives to proudly 
showcase their worNs of 
art and for apprecia-tors to 
immerse themselves within 
the artistic realm. 

ThanN you so much to 
our ama]ing ľpunaNď and 
&oastal community who 
continue to support this 
fantastic na-tional event. %e 
proud of your participation 
and involvement, for all the 
time, talent and sponsorship 
you contrib-ute to enable 
the ��nd e[hibition of 
the TaranaNi 1ational Art 
Awards to taNe place. :e are 

proud of this achievement, 
the mahi and time devoted to 
the planning and preparation 
by the dedicated T1AA 
committee, as well as the 
phenomenal effort of all 
involved in setting up and 
staging this epic creative 
event. *o team.

The T1AA thrive on the 
opportunity to showcase and 
advocate for the arts, culture 
and creativity in our local 
community and the wider 
TaranaNi arts sector. :e 
value the sharing of stories, 
as our uniTue perspectives 
enrich and enliven our 
community, growing and 
strengthening connections 
among the people who share 
this place in space. 

                  Megan Symons
             TNAA Chairperson

Last year’s National Art Awards attracted a record number of entries.



OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Thursday, October 31, 2024 NEWS       5

67 Breakwater Rd (up Norma’s Way) • NEW PLYMOUTH • PHONE 06 751 5065
FAX: 06 751 5085 • WWW.NEWTONGORDGE.CO.NZ

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL JOINERY

• Kitchens • Stairways • Vanities • Lounge Units • Bench Tops • And More

Phone: 06 765 4181
202 Broadway, Stratford

www.stratfordknitandsew.com

Haberdashery, quilting 
materials and supplies. 

Wool,patterns and needles.
Embroidery and cotton.

Open:
10am-4pm Mon-Friday
10am-12pm Saturday

Grant l’Ami - New Home Consultant
P: 027 809 7060 | 0800 102 104

E: grantlami@signature.co.nz

An Opunake High School 
student entering the Ronald 
Hugh Morrieson Literary 
Awards for the fi rst time 
has blitzed the Secondary 
School poetry category.

0olly 6ears from 0anaia 
who is a Year 13 student 
at Opunake High School 
picNed up fi rst place with 
her poem 0ount TaranaNi·s 
Broken Places, second 
place with Substances are 
the Counterfeits of the 
5eal Thing and a highly 
commended for &onspiring 
with the Angels.  

´, thinN it·s pretty clear 
from the clean sweep that 
0olly has made that there 
is an extraordinary poetic 
voice among us,µ Tracey 
Slaughter who judged the 
poetry categories said.

The ���� award winners 
were announced at an event 
held at the T6% +ub in 
+awera on 2ctober ��. 

Molly says she had never 
entered the awards before 
and only found out about 
them a weeN before entries 
closed. 

6he entered four poems, 
including the winning entry 
´as an e[tra.µ  ,t was a 
poem that she ´wrote really 
TuicN,µ she said. 

Future plans include 
studying creative writing 
and music production at 

)irst time entrant wins big at literary awards

Victoria University. She 
writes her own music.

Molly says that she was 
pleased to see friend and 
fellow Opunake High School 
student *erald Torres picN 
up a highly commended in 
that section.

Tracey 6laughter noted the 
way the maunga had featured 
in many of the entries, ´as a 
fi gure of mana, sustenance, 
beauty, aura, memory and 
shadow, a personality in its 
own right, a fi erce guardian 
and a source of aroha and 
weight.µ

The awards opened with 
items performed by the Te 
Paepae o Aotea Kapa Haka 
group. 

6outh TaranaNi 'istrict 
mayor 3hil 1i[on said it 
was the biggest turnout he 
had seen to a Ronald Hugh 
Morrieson Awards night. 
There were ��� entries, 
which was up on last year·s 
total. 

´The worNshops were 
booked out two weeks before 
they opened, and that·s never 
happened before,µ he said.

Ken Horner of the Lysaght-
:att Trust said the awards 
continued to improve every 
year.

´The Tuality of writing Must 
gets better and better.µ

Awards organiser Kathryn 
Bosworth said this was the 

��th time the awards had 
been held.

“Keep an eye out for three 
years· time,µ she said.

6hort 6tory Mudge 'avid 
Hill noted the wide variety 
of subMect matter covered.

´,·ve never ever read 
a story that talked about 
garden gnomes as part of 
literature,µ he said.

The awards are named 
in honour of Ronald Hugh 
0orrieson �����-����� an 
author who·s four booNs 
were all turned into movies.

“Ronald Hugh Morrieson 
was one of the real icons of 
+awera,µ said 3hil 1i[on. 
“He lived here all his life in 
the house that his father had 
built on the corner of South 
5oad and 5egent 6treet.µ

+ugh &ameron of the 
1ormanby and 'istricts 
Lions Club, one of the 
sponsors of the True 6tory 
category noted 0orrieson·s 
famous Tuote that he 
hoped he wasn·t one of 
those buggers who are 
remembered after they died 
and said that it was only 
after his death that his talents 
were acknowledged. As well 
as a writer, he was a gifted 
musician.

The True 6tory �formerly 

5esearch Article� category 
which is open to secondary 
school students had been 
down on numbers in 
previous years, but this year 
had e[perienced something 
of an upswing. 

Judge Matt Rilkoff said 
the stories were “instantly 
relatable and yet absolutely 
intimate and uniTue.µ

Tracey 6laughter said she 
was astonished to see the 

depth of writing in this part 
of the country.

´All , can say is, TaranaNi 
Neep writing.µ

Results. Secondary School 
Short Story. 1. Celia Gribble 
�6tratford +igh 6chool�. �. 
Evyn Sorenson (Patea Area 
6chool�. �. .aia 6ilva  �Te 
3aepae o Aotea�. +ighly 
&ommended. /aren .alin 
�Te 3aepae o Aotea�.

Secondary School Poetry. 
1. Molly Sears (Opunake 
+igh 6chool�. �. 0olly 
Sears (Opunake High 
6chool�. �. (vita 0orellon 
�Te 3aepae o Aotea�. +ighly 
&ommended. 0olly 6ears 
�2punaNe +igh 6chool�. 
*erald Torres �2punaNe 
+igh 6chool�. %ethany *yde 
�Te 3aepae o Aotea�.

True 6tory. �. -ahnee 
:alNer :ithers �1ew 
3lymouth %oys· +igh 
6chool�. �. Thomas +ooNs 
�1ew 3lymouth %oys 

+igh 6chool�. �. 2liver 
0arsh �1ew 3lymouth 
%oys +igh 6chool�. +ighly 
&ommended. 0oniTue 
Hayes (Sacred Heart 
&ollege�.

Open Section. Short 
Story. 1. Garth Jones 
�1ew 3lymouth�. �. .aren 
1icholas �+awera�. �. 3ip 
+arrison �+awera�. +ighly 
&ommended. :illow 1oir 
�+awera�. %renda 1eMme 
)awNner nee Abusombra 
�1ew 3lymouth�.

Open Section. Poetry. 1. 
:illow 1oir �+awera�. 
�. Ami .indler �1ew 
3lymouth�. �. :illow 
1oir �+awera�. +ighly 
&ommended. 0ichaela 
6toneman �3atea�. Twice.

SeFondary SFhool 3oetry À rst and seFond SlaFeJetter 0olly Sears with Sarents 7ony Sears and 1iFki Shaw�

The ne[t issue of the 
Opunake and Coastal 
1ews comes out on 
1ovember ��.
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Cabinet Making, Glass Supplies & 
Custom Joinery Solutions

Donald & Ian Murray

06 764 8616 027 242 8379
027 348 9445

136 High Street, Eltham
eltham.bs@gmail.com

www.elthambuildingsuppliers.co.nz

NEW PLYMOUTH

p. 06 759 0105

ELTHAM

p. 06 764 8305

www.schurrireland.co.nz

Fisher Taranaki
50 Rimu Street, Strandon, New Plymouth
06 758 5068
fisherwindows.co.nz

  Rust Repairs 
  WoF Rust Repairs
  Exhausts
  Panel & Metal Fabrication  
  Full Restorations

customs  classics  lowriders

talk to elmo today
027 262 7845    elmosgarage@hotmail.com

NPDC is urging residents to 
stay safe this Guy Fawkes 
and make sure to soak and 
dispose of their sparklers, 

5ememEer to soak used À reworks EeIore disSosinJ oI them in your red toS Ein�  

CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES TEAM AT THE

23 Napier St, Opunake

06 761 7016
See how our high readership rate 

can work for you 

.eeS saIe over *uy )awkes

roman candles and other 
fi reworNs safely. 
´6oaNing used fi reworNs 
in water before disposal 

prevents accidental ignition 
and reduces risNs of fi res,µ 
says Amy Brasch, Manager 
Sustainability & Behaviour 

Change at New Plymouth 
'istrict &ouncil. 
´After soaNing fi reworNs 
with a garden hose or tap 
make sure they are wrapped 
and placed into the red 
landfi ll bin so they can be 
managed and disposed safely 
by our collectors and staff at 
the transfer station.µ
Amy says this simple step 
will avoid the bin or items 
in the bin catching light and 
potentially causing a fi re. 
“Recycling is not an option 
for these hazardous materials, 
so responsible disposal of 
waste is our responsibility 
is really important for 
safety and environmental 
protection.µ 

Anyone letting off fi reworNs 
at home are reminded to 
make sure they do it safely 
and be considerate of others. 
Pet owners should consider 
Neeping pets indoors.

  

Police will attend fewer 
mental health callouts that 
aren’t associated with a 
crime or high level of risk 
from 1ovember �. 
,t·s the fi rst stage of their 
planned withdrawal from 
mental health ��� callouts. 
The next phase involves 
offi cers leaving sooner after 
handing over to health staff.
Anthony O’Brien, Associate 
Professor in Mental Health 
Nursing, University of 
Waikato, comments: 
“For many years police 
have reported increasing 
numbers of mental health 
related callouts. , have 
questions about the validity 
of these police numbers. 
Under the NZ Police model 
of community policing, 
police have been more 
aware of the mental health 
issues underlying many 
calls for police service. ,t 
is this awareness that has, I 
believe, inÁ ated the numbers 
of cases police report as 
mental health related.
“However it is also my 
perception that police have 
come to be the agency 
of fi rst response to many 
people with mental health 
issues, and there is scope 
for police to reduce their 
involvement in some of 
these cases. )or e[ample if 
a person suggests that they 
have thought of self-harm, 

Police withdrawing from mental health calls
it would be appropriate for a 
social or health practitioner 
to lead the initial response 
and assess the degree of risk, 
ideally arranging further 
assessment and support. 
The idea of a multiagency 
response is a good one in my 
opinion. This would allow 
police and other agencies to 
consider which is the best 
agency to respond initially, 
with the option to involve 
police if that subsequently 
becomes necessary.
“There is a subset of 
cases in which police will 
continue to be the agency 
of fi rst response to incidents 
involving mental distress in 
community presentations. 
It is worth noting that the 
recently introduced Mental 
Health Bill (due to pass 
into law in 2027) continues 
the current role for police 
assistance in mental 
health emergencies in the 
community. The proposed 
legislation continues the 
current 6-hour period of 
police presence for people 
transported to a place 
of assessment (usually 
emergency department�.µ
Associate Professor Sarah 
Gordon, Te Huataki Waiora - 
School of Health, University 
of Waikato, comments:
“We undertook research 
into Police engagement with 
people experiencing mental 

distress. 2ne of our main 
fi ndings was that frontline 
police offi cers are being 
used as a primary and/or 
default mental health and 
social support service.
“Many calls, however, were 
assessed by the research team 
as not necessarily requiring a 
police response and, instead, 
could have been supported 
through a mental health or 
social service-led response. 
5elying on police as fi rst 
responders for mental health 
related events can lead to 
inappropriate treatment, 
which is experienced as 
degrading, discriminatory, 
and traumatic. This is often 
due to the criminalisation of 
people·s distress.

“As a result, one of our 
main recommendations 
was that proactive work 
be undertaken to transition 
from police-led responses 
to mental health/social-
led responses. +ence, we 
welcome the announcement 
of the Police of their phased 
plan to reduce service to 
mental health demand.
“However, we are also wary 
that an unintended result 
of this plan is that people 
experiencing mental distress 
may not have access to any 
help whatsoever. These 
lines in the sand for Police 
reducing services must 
correspond to others being 
prepared and having the 
ability to increase services.µ

3oliFe have reSorted inFreasinJ numEers oI mental 
health related Fallouts�
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Taranaki’s hearing care 
specialists are open and 
hear for you!

Our services:
• Hearing assessments
• Tinnitus
• Hearing aids
• Wax removal (microsuction)

gibsonplumbing
LTD.

Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and 
other Hea�ng Solu�ons

CERTIFIED
Plumbing, Gasfi�ng and 

Drain Laying

gibson.plumbing@xtra.co.nz
06 761 8757     027 445 7164

ELECTRICAL
OPUNAKE

Ph: Craig on 027 207 7775
craigcorriganelectrical@gmail.com

• All Cowshed Wiring
• Farm Control Systems
• Domestic Wiring
• Electrical Inspections
• Effluent System wiring

Bede Francis Kissick was a 
Riverlea farmer who made a 
big impact in his community 
and in farming, Family was 
always important to him, 
particularly his children and 
grandchildren.

He and his twin brother 
Shaun were the youngest in 
a family of eight children, 
and they attended Kapuni 
Primary School before 
going to boarding school 
at St Joseph’s College in 
Masterton. Bede returned 
to Taranaki and eventually 
ended up farming with 
his wife Shirley and their 
family.
Bede passed away on farm 
on October 5.
“Bede, you had a very 
easy-going nature and 
made everybody feel very 
special,” Shaun said at his 
brother’s funeral which 
was held at St Patrick’s 
Catholic Church, Kaponga 
on October 11.
After returning from 
Masterton Bede worked 
as an apprentice motor 
mechanic at Farmers Co-

OBITUARY 
Bede Francis Kissick JP 
16 February 1962-5 October 2024

Op in Hawera and later in 
Kaponga.
He joined up with the local 
Kaponga Rugby Club 
where he played as lock in 

the Senior team and at one 
stage represented Taranaki 
at a lower-grade level. His 
interest in the Kaponga Club 
continued when he managed 

the Senior team.
He met Shirley who was a 
student at Teachers Training 
College in Palmerston 
North. They married and 
left for their OE, living 
in London where Bede 
worked in the construction 
industry. Before returning 
to New Zealand they lived 
in Perth, Australia where 
Bede worked for a luxury 
car importer, frequently 
servicing V12Jaguars, Saabs 
and Daimlers.
After returning to New 
Zealand they took up farming 
and went sharemilking, 
buying their fi rst farm on 
the Auroa Road in 1997, and 
then shifted to their current 
farm in 2003.
Shaun said Bede was 
always striving for an 
environmentally sustainable 
farming system. This was 
reÁ ected in his involvement 
as a judge and as chair 
of the Ballance Farm 
Environmental Awards. 
He was also a judge in the 
Taranaki Dairy Industry 
Awards, a member of the 
LIC Shareholder Council 

and a committee member 
of the Waimate West 
Demonstration Farm during 
their cropping trial.
He was a member of the 
Kaponga Lions Club for 18 
years where he was president 
before serving as zone chair.
Bede had grown sweetcorn 
inside his maize crop as a 
fundraiser for the Lions and 
acted as the Lions drop-off 
point for farmers and others 
wanting to get rid of their 
used batteries.
Kaponga Lions Club past 

president Andrew Gibson 
says members had been 
looking forward to seeing 
more of Bede on upcoming 
working bees.
“He will be dearly missed,” 
said Andrew. “He was a top 
guy to have around. He was 
a really valued member, 
always reliable and always 
friendly.”

Other interests included the 
Alpine Club and Search 
and Rescue. He was also a 
Justice of the Peace.

Bede Kissick.

Photo Staci HolmesMoonrise Over Taranaki
editorial@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
accounts@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Phone 06 761 7016
23 Napier St, Opunake

Local news, local people, local businesses, local sport, local arts and events. 
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Perfectly timed picture at Oaonui.
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Barbara Kuriger MP for Taranaki-King Country

David MacLeod MP for New Plymouth

Carl Bates MP for Whanganui

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz
barbarakuriger.national.org.nz/

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

Whanganui  ∙  South Taranaki  ∙  Stratford 
carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz  ∙  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Funded by the Parliamentary Serice. Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

MP for Taranaki-King Country

  www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Your Taranaki MPs are here to help you.

CECELIA’S ON TASMAN
89 Tasman Street, Opunake 

Re-Purpose Is the Name
Ȣ Zķr Ĩassion lies in æiŒinæ neœ liåe to old treasures. 
9roĉ ķĨcřcled åķrnitķre to oneȭoåȭaȭāind cķriosities, 
eacì Ĩiece ìas a storř œaitinæ to be sìaredȘ

� }riĨ #oœn Teĉorř Oane
Ȣ wteĨ inside and iĉĉerse řoķrselå in tìe ĨastȘ 

�intaæe finds, retro decor, collectibles, tools old and 
neœ, æarden iĉĨleĉentsȘ
}iĉeless classics aœaitȘ

ZĨeninæ >oķrsȚ ǠǟaĉȭǢȘǢǟĨĉ
�ednesdař tìroķæì to wķndař
9acebooāȚ �eciliaȸs on }asĉan

�oĉe eŘĨlore �eciliaȸs and tìe :arden �entre œitì Ĩlants, 
seedlinæs, Ĩots, statķes, etc

 �elcoĉe to oķr treasķre troŒe oå nostalæia, åķrnitķre, and 
ķniĪķe antiĪķes etcȘ

•  KITCHENS  •  ALL KITCHEN HARDWARE  •  STAIRS  
• WOODEN WINDOW REPAIRS  • WARDROBE SYSTEMS 

• SHOP COUNTERS  • LAUNDRY CABINETRY

BRENT & JO RUSS
06 765 4058  |  021 167 7037 

78 Portia Street, Stratford
in2kitchens@xtra.co.nz
www.in2kitchens.co.nz

In Taranaki, we know the 
difference a good meal 
makes. Since its launch, 
Labour’s free and healthy 
school lunches programme 
has done more than just 
feed our kids - it’s helped 
them learn, grow and thrive. 
But now, the National-led 
government has signalled its 
intent to upend the food in 
schools programme, citing 
costs and “wastefulness” 
over impact, while ignoring 
the positive changes our 
communities witness every 
day.
The impact of these lunches 
goes beyond fi lling bellies. 
,t eases the fi nancial strain 
on families and improves the 
nutritional intake for many 
of our young people. Local 
schools, teachers and parents 

have praised the programme, 
recognising that it not only 
nourishes kids but also 
helps them focus in class, 
improving their learning and 
engagement.
I’ve heard countless stories 
in Taranaki about the 
value these meals provide. 
Sometimes, it’s the only full 
meal a child receives all day. 
Leftovers from school are 
even taken home to share 
with families or used by local 
community groups to feed 
those in need. ,n ľpunaNe, 
the Soul Kitchen catering 
business plays a key role, 
preparing fresh, nutritious 
meals while creating local 
jobs. This programme has 
given small businesses the 
opportunity to serve our 
school communities and help 

build our next generation of 
leaders. 
The government’s reworking 
of the food in schools 
programme, with a new 
$3-per-meal target, threatens 
to compromise both quality 

and local economic benefi ts. 
As one small business 
provider pointed out, 
creating a quality meal for 
$3 is challenging, especially 
while adhering to Ministry 
standards and paying living 
wages.
We know that no lunch 
programme is completely 
free from waste. But as I’ve 
travelled around Taranaki 
over the past four years 
and witnessed the different 
school lunch programmes, 
I’ve seen schools and 
catering businesses tweak 
and improve their meals, 
ensuring the food is 

Feeding young minds: why school lunches matter

GLEN BENNETT
LIST MP

healthy, appealing and 
waste is minimised. Every 
child deserves a healthy 
lunch. Yes, a meal is about 
nutrition; but it’s also about 
dignity, as well as having a 
yummy kai to look forward 
to. 
Labour introduced Ka 
Ora, Ka Ako – the Healthy 
School Lunches Programme 
to make sure every child 
has the opportunity to learn 
on a full stomach. National 
and ACT are now pulling 
apart this highly successful 
programme, potentially 
diminishing the nutritional 
value of the meals and 

taking away jobs and income 
from our community’s small 
businesses. The healthy 
school lunches programme 
isn’t just a policy, it’s an 
investment in our future - 
supporting the young people 
of Taranaki in their learning 
and development, so that 
they can grow into incredible 
members of our society.

Glen Bennett
Labour List MP based in 

Taranaki.
Spokesperson for Economic 

Development & Associate 
Energy.

Workers protest cuts
More than 10,000 workers, 
including PSA members, 
gathered across the motu to 
fi ght bacN together against 
government cuts to public, 
health and community 
services and attacks on Te 
Tiriti.
PSA members stood 
shoulder to shoulder with 
workers from other unions 
at hui in :hangărei, 
Auckland, Manukau, 
Hamilton, Mt Maunganui, 

New Plymouth, Palmerston 
North, Wellington, Nelson, 
Greymouth, Christchurch, 
Dunedin and Invercargill.
The New Zealand Council 
of Trade unions led 
organisation of the Fight 
Back Together hui with the 
support of many its affi liated 
unions.
Speaking before a 4,500 
strong crowd at Parliament 
Public Service Association 
Te 3ŗNenga +ere TiNanga 
Mahi assistant secretary 
Fleur Fitzsimons said that 
workers demand, “better 
investment in public and 
social infrastructure, 
public services, health 
and education” so New 
Zealanders’ standard of 
living improves.
“That’s what this is all about. 

It’s about a decent quality of 
life for all of us. It’s about 
an education system where 
every child reaches their 
potential,” she said.
“It’s about a health system 
where we … and our families 
get the health care we need.
“It’s about an Aotearoa 
New Zealand that upholds 
the provision of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi.
“It’s about an Aotearoa New 
Zealand that values public 
servants and the public 
services they deliver for all 
of us.”
More than 6000 public 
servants, many PSA 
members, have lost their 
jobs under the government’s 
cuts. Fitzsimons said public 
servants including those in 
public health, public science 

and those protecting our 
borders have been impacted 
by the cuts.
Fitzsimons described the 
cuts as “shameful.”
“[Public servants] know 
their work is important and 
it now won’t get done.”
PSA National Secretary 
Duane Leo said the 
3500-strong crowd at 
Auckland’s Aotea Square 
was vibrant and colourful.
‘People were happy to be 
there speaking up. It’s about 
time we started to do this,” 
he said.
“We need to change course 
and value and invest in our 
public services; for our 
future, for all Kiwis, and 
abandon this backward road 
to nowhere.”

Whakaweku are bundles of 
bracken fern traditionally 
used to harvest NĿura 
�crayfi sh� and small fi sh, by 
placing them underwater 
where these animals 
can colonise the ferns. 
Researchers had already 

shown whakaweku could 
be used in monitoring 
similar animals - but a new 
study fi nds they are also 
effective for monitoring 
macroinvertebrates (insects, 
shrimp, worms, and 
shellfi sh� in streams. The 
researchers placed several 
whakaweku in a Waikato 
stream, and compared the 
captured species to results 
from using a sampling net 
�NicN-net�, which dislodges 
the animals from streambeds. 

They found the whakaweku 
contained almost ten times 
more macroinvertebrates 
and comparable or higher 
diversity of species, and 
say that as whakaweku 
are cheap, easy to use, 
biodegradable and versatile, 
they are a valuable tool for 
cultural and community 
stream monitoring. 

New Zealand Journal of 
Marine and Freshwater 

Research

Monitoring streams
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iOn October 29, an event at 
the South Taranaki Council 
Chamber marked the 
announcement that +ăwera 
+ospital will host three fi fth-
year medical students for 
a full year of rural medical 
undergraduate training, 
starting in February next 
year. 
This initiative is part of the 
Rural Medical Immersion 
Programme (RMIP), 
designed to enhance 
healthcare services in Rural 
1ew =ealand.  +ăwera 
has been selected as one 
of four rural training sites 
in the North Island, in 
collaboration with the 
8niversity of AucNland 
and +ealth 1ew =ealand. 
This opportunity has been 
embraced and welcomed 
by local doctors and the 
Taranaki Foundation, both 
integral supporters of this 
programme. ,t aligns with 
the )oundation·s vision of 
increasing regional impact 
through community support.  
+annah /awn is the lead 
Academic &oordinator 
to manage the student 
placements and to deliver 
their training curriculum. The 
medical students will engage 
in a ¶hands-on· approach to 
learning, worNing closely 
with health providers to 

learn what it is liNe to care 
for patients in a rural setting 
liNe +ăwera.  'r. /awn 
emphasised the signifi cance 
of this programme for the 
Taranaki region, stating, 
´%y investing in training for 
our rural communities, we 
not only enhance healthcare 
access but also foster a sense 
of belonging that encourages 
health professionals to 
remain in rural health.”  Key 
factors inÁ uencing retention 
include exposure to the rural 
lifestyle, familiarity with 
the healthcare system, and 
strong relationships within 
rural communities.
Ainsley /uscombe from 
the Taranaki Foundation 
added, “Students in the 
Rural Medical Immersion 
3rogramme will gain 
valuable insights into 
local industries in +ăwera 
and develop a deeper 
understanding of regional 
health disparities. This 
e[citing initiative, which 
we are proud to lead, marNs 
the beginning of many more 
impactful initiatives in 6outh 
Taranaki, supported by our 
community.”
This programme represents 
a collaboration between 
healthcare, education and 
central government. A Ney 
factor in its success will 

Local MPs Carl Bates and Barbara Kuriger and South Taranaki District mayor Rob Northcott were among those 
showing support for the Rural Medical Immersion Programme.

be the ongoing community 
e n g a g e m e n t — b o t h 
fi nancially and socially. The 
students’ experiences during 
their ��-month period are 
important, not only during 

their time at +ăwera +ospital 
but also in their down time 
and being able to enjoy and 
e[perience what the region 
has to offer.  
Three medical students 
are set to arrive in +ăwera 

in January 2025, a couple 
of weeNs before their 
placement begins, and they 
will be provided with a 
fully furnished house. 1e[t 
month, a call to action will 
go out to the community, 

reTuesting donations of 
high-Tuality furniture³
such as beds, couches, and 
drawers³to help furnish the 
home.

+ăwera +ospital to train medical students

+ealth &oalition Aotearoa 
�+&A� say they have 
signifi cant concerns about the 
quality, nutritional standards 
and Tuality controls for 
the new school lunches 
programme.
%ritish-based multinational 
Compass Group, the lead 
supplier for the new model, 
lost one third of their school 
contracts in the current 
programme due to poor 
Tuality in food and service. 
Compass has been severely 
criticised in the past of its 
catering supply to many 1ew 
=ealand hospitals.
“Cabinet has given a $85 
million contract to a group 
led by a company that just 
months ago was forced to do 
a performance management 
plan due to poor quality and 
service,µ 'r .elly *arton, 
+&A spoNesperson says.
:hy should 1ew =ealanders 

have confi dence this model 
will deliver the nutrition and 
Tuality growing bodies and 
minds need?” Garton said.
There is no mention of any 
evaluation plan for the new 
program or the expected 
outcomes that it will deliver. 
This is a serious gap for a 
government which says that 
it will be evidence-based.
Several independent 
evaluations of the current 
programme found a wide 
range of benefi ts for student 
health, well-being and 
educational attainment.
´:e would liNe to Nnow 
what plans the 0inistry has 
for ongoing evaluation of 
the new model, and if there 
will be safeguards in place 
for poor Tuality of food and 
service,” Garton said. 
:e also Nnow there are no 
nutritionists employed by the 
school lunches programme, 

as they were made redundant 
in the Government’s cuts to 
public services.
´6o, how will the providers 
be monitored, and assurances 
on quality provided?”
“Meals that are appealing 
to students and meet high 
nutritional standards are 
fundamental to give these 
students what their growing 
bodies and minds need - it 
is not at all clear the new 
model will provide these,µ 
Garton said.
´:e believe it will become 
e[tremely diffi cult for 
many schools that have 
successfully provided 
lunches to continue with 
funding of Must �� per 
student - are they e[pected 
to go fundraising or use 
volunteer staff to maNe 
up any shortfall",µ +&A 
co-chair 3rofessor %oyd 
6winburn said.

Concern about lunch providers
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Green School New Zealand 
founders Rachel and Michael 
Perrett were recently invited 
to Westminster Abbey 
in London to celebrate 
the school’s inclusion in 
a prestigious publication 
commemorating the 
75th Anniversary of the 
Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth at 
75 showcases examples 
of leadership, innovation 
and development that 
has happened across the 
Commonwealth’s 56 

nations over the past 75 
years and coincides with the 
coronation of King Charles 
III and his role as Head of 
the Commonwealth. 

Green School New 
Zealand was the only 
organisation from New 
Zealand to be recognised, 
and featured prominently, 
with a dedicated two-page 
spread highlighting its 
contributions to forward-
thinking education and 
sustainability. 

Rachel said it was incredibly 
uplifting to celebrate the 
occasion alongside like-
minded individuals and 
organisations. 

“Everyone at the event 
shared a common goal in 
wanting to create a world that 
is more sustainable. Some 
of the conversations we 
shared were exceptionally 
motivating and gave us a 
renewed sense of purpose 
in what we are doing here in 
Taranaki.” 

While Green School was 
the only school from New 
Zealand to feature in the 
publication, there were 
a number of education 
organisations included for 
their commitment to shaping 
the future of education. 

“There were school groups 
present with over 100,000 
students, so for us to be 
included alongside them 
showed us that while we are 
small, what we are doing is 
signifi cant, and important.µ 

A representative from the 
project said the selection 
board had been very thorough 
in its process, taking time 
to identify projects that 
aligned with the interests of 
the Commonwealth, while 

Green School returns from Westminster Abbey 

having inspiring stories to 
tell. 

“It was remarkable to have 
received such a prestigious 
invitation after less than 
four years of operation, and 
it showed just how much 
the world is looking for a 
change from the status quo,” 
said Michael. 

“Most of us are aware of 
the urgency that science 
demands, but we often fi nd 
ourselves unable to shift our 
way of living. Green School 
is doing just that, showing 
the young generation how 
we can live sustainably, 
where both people and the 
planet can prosper.” 

Rachel said it was a 
privilege to be noticed from 
as far away as the UK, 
especially within circles that 
have traditionally followed 
conventional schooling 
models. 

´,t·s confi rmation that our 
small ripples are starting 
to create waves in certain 
circles. That goes a long 
way to cementing our belief 
that what we are doing and 
creating is critical for the 
future. We look forward to 
returning home to share this 
with our community.” 

Located in the lush 
landscape of ľăNura, 1ew 
Zealand, Green School is 

Generative AI technology 
could create between 1.2 
and 5 million tonnes of 
e-waste between 2020 and 
2030, predicts new research 
in Nature Computational 
Science. 

The rapid rise of generative 
AI requires upgrades 
to hardware and chip 

technology, which means 
more and more electronic 
equipment is becoming 
obsolete. E-waste can contain 
toxic metals including lead 
and chromium, as well as 
valuable metals such as 
gold, silver, platinum, nickel 
and palladium. 

The study authors say that 

implementing strategies 
to reduce, reuse, repair, 
and recycle out-of-date 
equipment from data centres 
could reduce e-waste 
generation by as much as 
86%.   

Nature Computational 
Science

Generative AI could create 1000 
times more e-waste by 2030

part of a global network 
of schools dedicated to 
redefi ning education through 
a regenerative, innovative 
student-centred approach. 

Green School’s curriculum 
emphasises environmental 
consciousness, community 
engagement, and experiential 
learning that aims to 
cultivate changemakers who 
are prepared to lead in a 
modern and sustainable way.

The Green School near Oakura has been attracting attention from royal quarters.
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Weavers from around 
the country and beyond 
were in Hawera during 
Labour Weekend for Whiria 
Taranaki, a symposium 
celebrating Maori weaving.

On Saturday weavers were 
busy at work at the Hub, 
with the doors being open 
to the public on Sunday and 
Monday. On Sunday night 
there was a Wearable Art 
show.

The event was hosted by 
Toi o Taranaki Ki Te Tonga, 
a Taranaki-wide collective 
of Maori artists.

“A lot of our weavers are 
isolated and sit at home and 
weave,” said Kim Kahu, who 
was one of the organisers. 
“B.B (Bonita Bigham) and 
I have been working to put 
this together. We wanted 
to create a space that was 
inclusive of all weavers 
in Taranaki. It’s about us 
coming together as weavers 
and sharing opportunities 
and our creative talents.

“This is a perfect way 
to make sure that the art 
of raranga (weaving) 
doesn’t die out. We use it 
as a healing tool, as a way 
of connecting with our 
whakapapa and our identity 
as Maori. We’re hoping this 
will be an ongoing Kaupapa 
for the future.”

Kim, whose iwi is 
Ngaruahine is originally 
from Kaponga, but now 

Keeping art of raranga alive

lives in Waitara.
She says she has been 

weaving for the last 30 years 
and credits her grandmother 
for getting her interested.

“My grandmother was a 
seamstress. She was Pakeha 
but always interested in all 
things Maori, particularly 
crafts, and always interested 
in anything she could do 
with her hands. She would 
have loved this if she was 
still alive today, and that 
this path is one that I have 
followed.”

Among those at the 
symposium was Drina 

Hawea of Muriwhenua 
Weavers from the East 
Coast. She said a group 
of them had been coming 
over to Taranaki to work 
with Maata Wharehoka and 
having learned a lot from her 
they wanted to give back.

Denise Te Hau was making 
bottle covers. 

“There are all different 
varieties of haraNeNe �Á a[� 
depending where it’s from 
and for what purpose it’s 
used. If I learn this, I can 
teach it to others. It’s Taonga 
Tuku Iho, something that 
can be handed down from 
generation to generation.”

Shelley Bell from Auckland 
was making a wahakura, 
a traditional woven Á a[ 
vessel for sleeping babies. 
She says recent research has 
shown these are useful in 
preventing SIDS (Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome) or 
cot death through promoting 
bed sharing and breast 
feeding as well as preventing 
accidental suffocation. It can 
fi t a baby up to si[-months-
old.

“We’ve brought back 
production of them to 
save our babies,” she says. 
“We’ve always used them 
but with the introduction 

of basinettes and carry cots 
we’ve stepped away from 
them. This is going back 
to traditional practices to 
promote bed sharing and 
breast feeding.” 

She holds workshops on 
how to use them and has 
been making them for the 
Counties-Manukau District 
Health Board since 2006.

Collective chair Bonita 
Bigham is currently on 
a Fulbright Research 
scholarship in Hawaii and 
several Hawaiian weavers 
were also at the symposium.

One of these, Marques 
Marzan has been a frequent 
visitor to this country.

“New Zealand is my second 
home. I have friends all over 
the country,” he says.

He was working on a 
Maori-style rain cape, 
something he had picked 
up from weavers in this 
country. There are similar 
capes made in Hawaii which 
are often used for journeys 
into the forest.

In Hawaii, harakeke is 
unknown, so they use hala 
(pandamus) instead. The 
material maybe different but 
the weaving techniques are 
similar.

“Raranga has been 
practised since time 
immemorial,” says Marques. 
“It’s very fortunate that 
traditions have been passed 
on by living people from 
one generation to the ne[t 
rather than having to relearn 
through e[perimentation.µ

Marques said he has been 
interested in raranga since 
he was a “little boy.” In his 
family, however there had 
been no weavers since his 
great grandmother who died 
before Marques was born. 

´, tooN my fi rst raranga 
workshop when I was about 
16 and I’ve been weaving 
ever since.”

Looking further ahead Kim 
Kahu says there is another 
symposium held every 
second Labour weekend and 
she would like to see Whiria 
Taranaki alternate with this 

one so weavers from around 
the country could benefi t 
from attending both.

While the National 

Weavers Hui moves around 
the country, Kim says she 
wants to see this one stay in 
Taranaki.

Denise Te Hau with bottle covers.

Shelley Bell makes a wahakura, a traditional woven fl ax 
vessel for sleeping babies.

Hawaiian weaver Marques Marzan.
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How do you help someone 
who is mentally unwell? This 
question frequently arises 
in my sessions with people. 
It’s unsurprising that the 
question is asked, given that 
1 in 5 Kiwis will experience 
some form of mental illness 
each year. With mental 
illness this prevalent, a 
signifi cant portion of our 

DR. ROBERT SHAW

MIND MATTERS

country’s population 
comprises friends and family 
of those affected.

Common concerns often 
include alcohol use, typically 
intertwined with other 
issues. Partners might worry 
about drug use, especially 
when children are involved. 
From my experience, 
methamphetamine (P) can 
destroy families within a 
year or two. While those 
who seek my help express 
concerns about their loved 
ones, they also ask, “How 
do I save myself in this 
situation?”

Being a caregiver, or 
trying to help someone with 
mental health challenges, 
puts you at risk. You become 
emotionally involved, and 
may experience a mix 
of emotions like guilt, 
responsibility, feeling 
trapped, confi ned, stifl ed, 
oppressed, smothered, 

abandoned, and resentful. 
High anxiety about the 
loved one’s well-being can 
be overwhelming and this 
is compounded by practical 
tasks. This situation may 
persist for years.

By reading this MIND 
MATTERS you demonstrate 
your desire to help and your 
concern about someone. 

This edition of MIND 
MATTERS is for caregivers 
and those who try to help a 
partner or a child. You have 
compassion and care deeply, 
but it is undeniably tough.

When caring for someone 
you love it is important that 
you see the job as being 
twofold. You must look after 
your loved one and you must 
look after yourself. Here’s 
a framework to help your 
thinking. You may like to 
consider:  (1) Principles for 
Care. A set of guidelines 
you will try to follow, and; 
(2) A Care Plan to address 
their needs, and;  (3) A Care 
Plan for yourself. Here you 
make sure you attend to your 
personal needs and maintain 
your well-being.  

While I can suggest some 
things for your lists, it’s best 
if you fi gure them out for 
yourself. When caring for 
an older person or someone 
with a signifi cant disability, 
your principles might look 
like this: (1) Be respectful. 
Always ask if they need 
assistance before you offer 
help. (2) Honour their 
preferences and choices. 
Follow their wishes as 
closely as possible. People 
sometimes do not like giving 
over their power to others. 
(3) Offer practical help. For 
example, you might offer to 
assist with daily tasks, such 
as medicine management, 
grocery shopping, cooking, 
or cleaning, if needed. (4) 
Listen and validate. Be a 
good listener and validate 
their feelings. The fact that 
you are there and listening 
can make a big difference 
– you may not need to 
do anything practical. (5) 
Encourage independence. 
Support their efforts to be 
as independent as possible, 
while being ready to provide 
that little bit of help that 
makes all the difference. 
(6) Educate yourself. Learn 
from reputable sources about 
their condition to better 
understand their needs and 
challenges. (7) Advocate for 
them if you are invited to do 
so. Many people appreciate 
help to navigate healthcare 
systems and access services. 
Sometimes an advocate is 

helpful to ensure a vulnerable  
person is treated properly. 
Take care to always involve 
them in this process to the 
greatest extent possible.  (8) 
Maintain your connection 
with the person you care for.  
Regularly check in on them 
to show that you care and 
are there for them. Regular 
telephone calls are often 
appreciated. 

Some thoughts to help 
you assist friends or 
family members who are 
mentally unwell are these: 
(1) Encourage them to 
stay connected. It is good 
if they can maintain their 
relationships with others 
and the world beyond the 
house. 3eople can fi nd it 
hard to visit the supermarket 
or say hello to someone on 
the street. It may be helpful 
if you can establish regular 
times for supermarket 
visits. Appointments help 
people to bring structure 
into their lives. It is possible 
that your friend will worry 
as the appointment time 
approaches. Talk to them 
about this –  “talk” here 
means listen and nod; 
frequently, it is often not 
helpful to make suggestions 
or say comforting words.

(2) Encourage them to 
stay active. Physical activity 
helps to reduce many mental 
health symptoms. It can 
improve the quality of life 
for people with a range of 
mental health conditions. 
However, it has been my 
experience that many people 
resist physical exercise. 
Walking is the best starting 
point, because you can stay 
away from other people 
and go for as long as you 
like. In Taranaki many like 
to swim or bike ride. These 
are exercises that do not 
bring you into contact with 
others.  (3) Encourage 
routines. Routine and the 
structure of living are often 
lost as a person becomes 
mentally unwell. They may 
not have the rhythm which 
we establish through being 
employed. They may not 
get out of bed at a regular 
or reasonable time, and they 
may sit on the couch all day. 
Anything that can be done to 
help them recover structure 

Help someone mentally unwell and save yourself

Johnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & ChristineJohnny the Grocer & Christine NEW OWNERS

NEW PLYMOUTH
78 Courtney Street  |  06 759 9052
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We’re here to help make your shopping 
experience a great one!
COME IN & SAY HELLO!

in their day-to-day activities 
is worthwhile. 

And, fi nally, the basics 
of looking after yourself 
when you face stressful 
responsibility:

(1) Make sure you eat well 
and take regular exercise 
every day. Doing housework 
does not count as exercise. 
Try to get regular sleep. 

(2) Talk to someone about 
your situation and your 
worries. This can be a friend 
or a family member. 

(3) Take regular time out 
for yourself. Do something 
that you like to do and let 
it distract you from your 
worries. 

(4) Join a support group 
for carers. Your general 
practitioner·s offi ce may be 
able to suggest where to fi nd 
a group. 

0ăori tohunga continue 
to teach self-help and self-
healing. There are rongoă 
0ăori services available 
which may include 
mirimiri �bodyworN�, răNau 
rongoă �native Á ora herbal 
preparations) and karakia 
(prayer). Ask at Tui Ora.

The Work and Income 
website provides a page 
headed  “Caring for someone 
with a health condition, 
injury or disability” https://
www.workandincome.govt.
nz/eligibility/carers/care-
illness-disability.html. Apart 
from telling you about the 
fi nancial support available 
in different circumstances, 
it provides links to a host of 
websites and booklets which 
you can download.

Finally, if you are in doubt, 
or under too much pressure, 
you may liNe to fi nd yourself 
a counsellor or a therapist. 
Years ago Christian people 
would talk to a priest (if they 
were Catholic, Anglican 
or Orthodox) or a vicar (if 
there were Anglican, most 
likely) or a pastor (most 
probable if they belonged 
to one of the Protestant 
denominations).  Nowadays, 
many people turn to the 
internet for information and 
seek counsellors online.

Dr Robert Shaw
Registered Psychotherapist

opunake@mail.com
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Greenery in urban spaces linked to fewer heart-related deaths

Urban areas with plenty of green spaces are likely to see fewer deaths and fewer illnesses related to heatwaves, according to an international systematic review. The team looked at 12 
studies investigating the impact of green space on heat-related death and illness, including four studies from Australia. They say while it was diffi cult to combine the results of the studies as 
they used various methods, combined they pointed to a pattern where urban spaces with plenty of green spaces reported fewer heat-related deaths and illness and generally reported better 
mental health and wellbeing. The researchers say these studies can’t show the green space is the cause of better health outcomes, however, more research should be done to understand the 
link and how it might help us improve urban planning to mitigate the impact of climate change.   BMJ Open

Concept design Opunake Green Space. Image. Brad Dobson, Blac Ltd..
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about 
renewable energy? 

• Hear from us on the progress of the project.
• Bring the voice of your community to the table.
• Help bridge the gap between  project developers and the 

community, ensuring transparency and engagement.
• Participate in meetings every two months at various 

South Taranaki locations.

We are seeking dedicated 
volunteers to join our offshore 
wind community advisory group

Ready to contribute to a sustainable future? 
Apply now at taranakioffshorewind.co.nz
or scan the QR code 

As a member of this group, you will:
Hāwera

Whanganui

Stratford

New Plymouth

Ōpunake

Patea

Eltham
Manaia

Seeking volunteers from 
these locations

?
 A Polynesian settlement 

on the northernmost of 
the Auckland Islands was 
inhabited continuously 
for about 100 years, 
according to researchers. 
Researchers combined 
existing radiocarbon dates 
for the Enderby Island 
settlement with new ones 
from charcoal samples. 

 Rotokare Scenic Reserve, 
in South Taranaki, has 
welcomed a new resident: 
the elusive striped skink 
- with the support of NZ 
Transport Agency Waka 
Kotahi (NZTA), Te Ara o Te 
Ata - Mt Messenger project 
partner, 1găti Tama and 
local mana whenua 1găti 
Tupaia.

This vulnerable taonga 
species now has a new home, 
thanks to a partnership 
between the Rotokare Scenic 

Rotokare Scenic Reserve welcomes striped skinks to Taranaki
Reserve Trust and Te Ara 
o Te Ata – Mt Messenger 
Bypass project.

 The striped skink 
(Oligosoma striatum), 
known for its lightning-
quick movements and 
distinctive pale stripes, is 
one of the country’s most 
cryptic and scarcely sighted 
lizards. 

 The team from the Mt 
Messenger Bypass project 
has constructed a temporary 
holding area at Rotokare 
Scenic Reserve for any 

striped skinks discovered 
during the project’s 
construction. 

 The area will provide a 
safe environment where 
the skinks can acclimatise 
to their new surroundings 
before exploring the broader 
reserve through the treetops.

 Rotokare Scenic Reserve 
Trust Conservation Manager 
Fiona Gordon says striped 
skinks haven’t been found 
during formal lizard surveys 
at Rotokare, but it’s believed 
they were once present 

as they’ve been located 
in pockets around South 
Taranaki. 

 “We are excited to offer 
a safe home for this at-risk 
skink species in a space 
completely free of rodents, 
one of their main predators,” 
she says.

 So far three striped skinks 
have been encountered 
during Te Ara o Te Ata’s 
work in Parininihi. Specialist 
ecologists relocated them to 
Auckland Zoo temporarily, 
ahead of rehoming at 

Rotokare. Any further 
striped skinks found by the 
project will be transferred 
directly to Rotokare.

 The Trust is also working 
with the Department of 
Conservation to secure a 
permit to transfer further 
striped skinks from other 
locations across Taranaki 
if needed. It is hoped that 
sNinNs will Á ourish in 
their new home, creating a 
secure population in South 
Taranaki.

 Native to New Zealand, 

striped skinks are usually 
found in lowland forests, 
farmland, and swamps, 
where they live everywhere 
from the forest canopy to 
leaf litter on the forest Á oor. 

They are currently listed 
on the Department of 
Conservation’s Threat 
&lassifi cation 6ystem as ¶At 
Risk – Declining,’ However, 
accurate population 
monitoring remains a 
challenge due to their 
secretive habits.

How far south did 
Polynesian seafarers sail

Their analysis found that 
the settlement was fi rst 
established between 1250 
and 1320 AD during mild 
and possibly dry conditions. 
Residents may have returned 
to mainland Aotearoa in the 
late 1300s when the Little 
Ice Age brought prevailing 
southerlies and cloudy, wet 
weather. The authors say that 

given seafaring capability, 
climate, and resources like 
timber, Enderby Island was 
probably the southern limit 
of prehistoric settlement 
- about 500km south of 
Stewart Island and 2000km 
short of mainland Antarctica.

Archaeology in Oceania

The striped skink known for its lightning-quick movements.

New data suggests the 
¶forever home· may be a 
thing of the past, with the 
¶seven-year itch· now closer 
to fi ve. 

Taranaki, however tops 
the list for staying power, 
holding onto their homes 
the longest— six years and 
fi ve months on average. At 
a district level, properties in 
South Taranaki were held 
the longest (six years and 
eight months),

The concept of the ¶forever 
home’ appears to be fading 
in New Zealand, with new 
data from realestate.co.nz 
revealing that Kiwis now 
hold onto their homes for 
an average of Must fi ve and a 
half years before selling.

The data, which looks at the 
amount of time that property 
is held onto until it is re-sold, 
shows, on average, people 
hold properties for the least 
time in Auckland. 

The time between sales for 
properties in Auckland was 
appro[imately fi ve years 
and three months. At the 
other end of the scale, Kiwis 
held onto their properties for 
the longest in Taranaki (six 

Are Kiwis moving more often than ever? 
years and fi ve months� and 
Manawatu/Whanganui (six 
years and four months). 

“People move for many 
r e a s o n s — e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities, the desire 
for more space, the need 
to accommodate aging 
parents, or even downsizing 
after the kids have left. 
This frequent movement 
is liNely a reÁ ection of 
changing lifestyle needs and 
opportunities across New 
Zealand,” says Vanessa 
Williams, realestate.co.nz 
spokesperson.

At a district level, 
properties in South Taranaki 
were held the longest (six 
years and eight months), 
followed by Tararua in 
Manawatu/Whanganui (six 
years and six months) and 
Ruapehu in Central North 
Island (six years and six 
months).

Williams says smaller 
towns tend to have fewer 
properties available for sale: 

“In smaller regions, limited 
housing options often lead 
people to stay in their homes 
longer while waiting for 
the ideal property to hit the 

market,” says Williams. 
“In addition, close-
knit communities and 
businesses like farms can 
create a deeper connection 
to the area, making people 
less inclined to move 
frequently.”

The districts where 
properties were sold the 
most often were Selwyn in 
Canterbury (four years and 
nine months), Franklin in 
Auckland (four years and 
10 months), the Waikato 
district �fi ve years�, and 
3apaNura in AucNland �fi ve 
years). 

Williams notes that it’s 
no surprise the districts 
with the fastest sales are in 
Canterbury, Auckland, and 
Waikato.

“Buying a property is 
so often an emotional 
decision. And in these 
larger regions, where there 
is more to choose from, 
the chances of wandering 
into an open home and 
falling in love or spotting 
a for sale sign on a house 
in the perfect location are 
probably higher.” 
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Strong Coastal Taranaki Dairy Farm

Located on Pungarehu Road this 124.09ha 
(306.62 acre) dairy farm is milking approx. 
315 cows through a tidy 25-aside herringbone 
cowshed with in-shed feeding and has 
averaged 127,148 kgMS over the last 3 years.
The farm is predominantly flat to easy 
in contour with some Lahar, there is a 
large amount suitable for the making of 
supplements or growing crops. 
With excellent race systems this farm is also 
well subdivided into 50 paddocks, has tidy 
fencing and a reliable water supply.  
The main home is a 4-bedroom weatherboard 
with open plan kitchen and living. The second 
is a 3-bedroom cottage. Both homes are set 
back from the road in private settings.
Two concrete silage bunkers, a barn and large 
sheds take care of the supplement, calves 
and storage. 
This is very good dairy land in a strong 
dairying area and with four titles and 
motivated vendors.

Tender Closes

Blair 
Burnett
021 190 7728

152A Pungarehu Road, Pungarehu

Thursday 28th November 2024
(unless sold prior)

Open Days

Wednesday 06 November
11:30am - 12:00pm

Wednesday 13 November
11:30am - 12:00pm

TENDER

The New Plymouth 
District Council (NPDC) 
will be digging out and 
rebuilding the road over 
Purangi Saddle, inland from 
Inglewood, this summer.

The work is part of a long-
term fi [ of Tarata 5oad 
between the saddle and 
2taraua 5oad, which is in 
very poor condition due to 
heavy vehicles. 

“We’ve been talking with 
the Tarata community for 
a while about the best way 
to fi [ and maintain the 
road, including whether to 
revert this section of Tarata 
5oad to loose metal. :e·re 
now at the point where we 
can begin on the Purangi 
Saddle section,” says NPDC 
Manager Infrastructure 
3roMects 5ui /eitmo.

“In the last two seasons 
we’ve been widening some 
corners on the saddle by 
cutting into the cliff faces. 
Once this rebuilding work 
is fi nished, drivers will be 
able to cross the saddle on a 
road that’s wider, safer and 
much more resilient than it 
is now.”

Work is getting underway 
to rebuild the fi rst of fi ve 
planned sites on State 
Highway 3 in South 
Taranaki.

The fi ve sites, between 
Patea and Nukumaru, will 
be rebuilt over the coming 
months, with crews starting 
worN on the fi rst two sites.

These sites are included 
in the 32 lane kilometres of 
roads around Taranaki that 
the NZ Transport Agency 
Waka Kotahi anticipate will 
be rebuilt over the 2024-25 
maintenance season. 

The fi vesites are�c6+� 
:aitĿtara 1o. � �south 
of -acNson 5oad�, 6+� 
Whenuakura (south 
of 2reilly 5oad�, 6+� 
Moumahaki (between 
Waiau and Okotuku roads), 

              Twisting hill-country road to get a major upgrade

This area of the hill country 
has soft soils, and the road 
was originally built to carry 
light traffi c. +owever, the 
developing forestry sector 
has seen an increasing 
number of logging trucks 
on Tarata 5oad, causing the 

road to break up.
Stage one of road works 

will run from 29 October 
to �� 'ecember, and stage 
two from �� -anuary to late 
March. Given the nature of 
the road, Purangi Saddle 
will be closed from 9am 

to 6pm each day, with two 
windows for through-traffi c� 
noon to ��.��pm and �pm to 
4.30pm.

The road will be open 

overnight between 6pm and 
9am, and on Sundays. 

NPDC has improved the 
corners on Purangi Saddle 

for the last two road works 
seasons, leading up to this 
��.�m rebuild of the road

Rebuilding the road over Purangi Saddle.

Work on SH3 in South Taranaki
SH3 Nukumaru (north of 
3aNaraNa 5oad� and 6+� 
:aitĿtara 1o. � �south of 
:aitĿtara 5iver bridge�

:orN on the fi rst two 
sites �6+� :aitĿtara 1o. 
� and 6+� :henuaNura� is 
e[pected to be completed

by early December.
At both sites, work will 

be completed under stop/
go traffi c management with 
a temporary speed limit in 
place. 'elays of up to �� 
minutes are possible at each 
site.

The sites will be open to 
two lanes of traffi c during 
the night and on weekends.

The remaining three sites 
will begin at a later date. 

NZ Transport Agency 
Waka Kotahi System 
0anager for TaranaNi, /iesl 

Dawson acknowledges 
there’s a lot happening on 
Taranaki state highways 
this maintenance season.

“A busy few months 
are ahead as we continue 
to make the roads more 
resilient, effi cient and 
ultimately safer for all 
road users.

“We appreciate 
the support from all 
road users and we’re 
reminding people how 
important it is to follow 
the temporary traffi c 
management in place, 
adhere to all speed 
restrictions in place and 
respect our crews while 
travelling through the 
roadworks site,” says Ms 
Dawson

Advertise your event in the 
Opunake & Coastal News

Call our sales team on 
06 761 7016

How far south did 
Polynesian seafarers sail
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1 Katere Rd, WAIWHAKAIHO 06 759 7435    
2 Harris St, WAITARA 06 754 8822    
11 James St, INGLEWOOD 0800 245 535

We’ll see you right.

WAIWHAKAIHO - WAITARA - INGLEWOOD FORMALLY

* Purchase a rectangle before 14th December and go in the draw to win your money back in North Taranaki ITM vouchers

RECTANGLE
KIWI CLASSIC $499 INCLOCTAGONAL $1295 INCL

MAKE YOUR 
SUMMER BBQS 
BETTER WITH 
OUR RANGE OF 
PICNIC TABLES PURCHASE & WIN YOUR MONEY BACK!*

The Dairy Companies 
Association of New Zealand 
(DCANZ) is welcoming as 
necessary the New Zealand 
Government’s decision 
to trigger mandatory 
negotiations as the next 
step in the dairy quota 
dispute with Canada under 
the Comprehensive and 
3rogressive Trans-3acifi c 
Partnership Agreement 
(CPTPP).

“New Zealand needing to 
take yet another legal step 
to ensure Canadian dairy 
trade policy is in line with 
its trade obligations feels 
like Groundhog Day. But 
it is unavoidable as Canada 
continues to Á out the 
commitments it made under 
the CPTPP agreement,” says 
DCANZ Executive Director 

Kimberly Crewther.
“We hope that Canada 

will come to the table with 
a genuine intent to preserve 
the integrity of the CPTPP 
agreement by complying 
with the rules. Trade rules 
and agreements are only as 
good as their implementation 
and so far, Canada’s 
disregard of its CPTPP 
dairy commitments has only 
served to undermine and 
diminish value.”

The policies implemented 
to date by Canada to allocate 
import licenses for the 
sixteen quotas that facilitate 
dairy access to Canada’s 
market under the CPTPP 
agreement have placed 
the lions-share of access 
into the hands of Canadian 
processors, most of whom 
use only a fraction of their 

Trade action against Canada a necessary step
quota allocation. This 
creates barriers and costs 
that limit other importers 
with a stronger interest in 
New Zealand products from 
getting quota licenses.

“Canada’s market remains 
95% closed to New Zealand 
dairy exporters outside of 
the import quotas. This 
heightens the importance of 
ensuring that New Zealand 
dairy exporters get a fair 
shot at exporting under the 
very limited market access 
that Canada agreed to in the 
CPTPP agreement.”

DCANZ supports the 
Government’s action to 
protect New Zealand’s 
economic interests when 
trade partners breach the 
rules. DCANZ is also 
concerned about trade 
disruption arising from 

subsidised Canadian dairy 
exports and has requested 
the government take WTO 
action on this.

“Canada’s milk pricing 
system is operating to 
illegally subsidise the 
disposal of Canada’s surplus 
milk protein in global 
markets, harming New 
Zealand’s high-value protein 
business” says Crewther.

“It is a double whammy of 
trade distortion for Canada to 
be disregarding CPTPP rules 
and restricting agreed access 
to its own market while 
at the same time dumping 
products onto the global 
market in contravention of 
WTO rules. We support the 
New Zealand government 
taking decisive action to 
address both issues.”Kimberly Crewther.

More patrols and better 
response times are just two 
areas the South Taranaki 
District Council (STDC) 
is looking to improve 
with its enhanced animal 
management service.

With the addition of two 
extra staff, the Council is 
also bringing its after-hours 
animal management service 

in house.
STDC group manager of 

environmental services, 
Liam Dagg says the changes 
are designed to better respond 
to the needs of the district’s 
dispersed communities and 
increase the effi ciency and 
effectiveness of the animal 
management service.

“From October 1 we’ll 
no longer use contractors 
after hours, over weekends 
or public holidays, but 
will deliver the animal 
management service in-
house 24/7, seven days a 
week.”

“Because South Taranaki 
is so large geographically 
it can be a real challenge 

responding in a timely 
manner, especially if we get 
call outs at opposite ends 
of the district at the same 
time. However, the extra 
resource will enable us to do 
more things like patrolling 
problem areas, educating 
owners, responding to calls 
and taking enforcement 
action when needed,” he 
says.

Mr Dagg says the changes 
introduced were in response 
to resident surveys and other 
feedback where residents 
wanted to see more resources 
put into an improved animal 
management service.

More resources for animal 
management service

 Humans may not be the 
only species that deliberately 
consumes alcohol, according 
to international researchers. 
There is growing evidence 
of how commonly ethanol 
naturally occurs in fruits and 
nectar that are commonly 
food for wild animals. 
The researchers say most 

animals that eat sugary fruits 
are likely to be exposed to at 
least some ethanol, and while 
most naturally fermented 
fruits only reach about 1-2% 
ABV, concentrations as 
high as 10.2% ABV have 
been found before. The 
researchers say there’s not 
much we know about why 

animals might choose to 
consume ethanol, as being 
drunk is generally a bad idea 
when living in the wild. They 
say it’s possible that while 
humans like the effect of 
alcohol but not the calories, 
some animals may be risking 
the effect specifi cally to 
consume the calories. 

Are some animals consuming
alcohol on purpose?

For patients with alcohol 
use disorder, exercise 
not only reduces alcohol 
dependence, but also 
improves mental and 
physical health, according 
to Chinese scientists.  
They brought together 
and re-analysed the results 

of 17 previous ‘gold 
standard’ trials of exercise 
interventions for alcoholics, 
and say they found exercise 
helped patients cut how much 
they were drinking daily and 
improved scores on a test 
designed to measure alcohol 
dependency (the alcohol use 

disorders identifi cation test, 
or AUDIT) . Exercise also 
appeared to have a positive 
effect on patients’ physical 
and mental health, including 
fi tness levels, resting heart 
rate, depression, anxiety and 
stress levels, the experts say.   

Exercise may improve 
mental and physical health
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Grow great dairy 
heifers with us.
Call Richard 0275 109 667 
or 06 346 5376

Convert grass into $

www.grazing.nz Every day is a growing day 

5.0kW

STIHL SHOP HAWERA
25 Glover Road, Hawera
Ph: 06 278 4753   Fax: 06 278 5682
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz www.stihlshop.co.nz

WE PICK UP AND DELIVER TARANAKI WIDE

This year, a cutting-edge 
agritech solution designed 
to benefi t the health of cows 
tooN out fi rst place in the 
Velocity $100k Challenge.

8niversity of AucNland 
researcher Liz Cunningham, 
who has lost cows to 
mastitis, a costly disease that 
sees udder tissue become 
inÁ amed, often due to 
bacteria, won the 8niversity 
of AucNland 9elocity ����N 
&hallenge with her start-up ² 
QuickMas.  

The Liggins Institute 
research technician and 
her teammates, academic 
staff from the AucNland 
Bioengineering Institute, 
)aculty of (ngineering and 
the Liggins Institute, say 
4uicN0as is about helping 
in the fi ght against antibiotic 
resistance in dairy cattle.

Cunningham says 
4uicN0as will show 
whether a cow has mastitis, 
help identify the pathogen 
causing it and determine 
whether the cow has 
responded to antibiotics.

´4uicN0as will also be 
able to help farmers decide if 
their cow is safe to put bacN 
in the herd or if she may still 
be harbouring infectious 
bacteria.

´,t will give dairy farmers 

answers about their cows· 
mastitis in as little as 15 
minutes and no more than an 
hour.”

The on-farm diagnostic 

tool, Cunningham says, is 
as simple as a &ovid test, 
doesn·t reTuire :i-)i, and 
farmers can self-interpret 
the results - no need to send 

them to a vet.
´,t·s done using a milN 

sample, which is processed 
by our machine for fi ve 
minutes before it·s added to 

our test cartridges. Farmers 
will then be able to identify 
the source of infection.

“The current testing 
method on the market sees 
farmers have to wait at least 
�� hours for a result. ,t also 
reTuires :i-)i, which a 
lot of milNing sheds don·t 

have.”
Cunningham and her 

team are currently testing 
4uicN0as prototypes.

´:e worNed really hard to 
develop something TuicN, 
reliable and fi t for farms. :e 
want 4uicN0as to add value 
to farmers· businesses here 
and all over the world.

´:inning the 9elocity 
challenge is amazing, and 
we·re e[cited to use the 
support provided to get this 
to marNet as TuicNly as we 
can to help dairy farmers and 
their cows.µ

Cunningham says the 
4uicN0as team will e[plore 
potential partnerships and 
seeN e[ternal investment 
over the ne[t si[ months, 
with the plan to have the 
product on the marNet in 
2025.

´8sing 4uicN0as will help 
the dairy industry in its fi ght 
against antibiotic resistance. 
+elping farmers understand 
the correct pathogen will 
enable them to treat their 
cows more effi ciently. ,t 
will also inform treatment 
duration.

´)armers will have the 
information to give each 
cow individualised and 
responsive treatment ² 
undertreating or overtreating 
with antibiotics will be a 
thing of the past.µ

Agritech invention wins $100k Challenge

$ FuttinJ�edJe aJriteFh solution desiJned to EeneÀ t the health oI Fows took out À rst SlaFe in the 9eloFity ����k 
Challenge.

5ural :omen 1ew 
=ealand �5:1=� say they 
are stunned at the service 
cuts being proposed to 1ew 
Zealand Post mail services 
and is worried about their 
potential impact on rural 
communities.

The 0inistry of %usiness, 
,nnovation and (mployment 
is consulting on proposed 
changes to the minimum 
obligations for 1= 3ost·s 
mail service under its Deed 
of 8nderstanding with the 
Government.

The proposed changes 
affecting rural communities 
include cutting rural post 
deliveries from fi ve to three 
days a weeN and reducing 
the minimum number of 
postal outlets from ��� to 
500.

´,t·s appalling that 1= 
Post is abandoning the 
Tuality of its service and 
putting commercial viability 
ahead of the need for rural 
communities to access basic 
postal services,µ 5:1= 
&hief ([ecutive 0arie 
)it]patricN says.

´These proposals will 
disproportionately impact 
rural communities, as well 
as the elderly and those 
with health issues and 
disabilities, who will be 
forced to wait longer and 
travel greater distances to 
do basic things like clear 
their post bo[, send a letter 
or pay a bill.

´These communities often 

suffer from poor digital 
connectivity, which maNes it 
diffi cult to do administrative 
tasks online.

´1= 3ost needs to 
be upfront with 1ew 
=ealanders about the post 
outlets it plans on closing. 
The consultation document 
says rural communities will 
not be disproportionately 
affected, but there is no 
detail on where services will 

be cut.
“Our rural communities 

play a vital role in 1ew 
=ealand·s economy and 
deserve better ² especially 
from a 6tate-2wned 
(nterprise, which should 
include a large element of 
social responsibility.

´:e are also concerned 
the consultation is being 
run online only, with no 
face-to-face community 

engagement and a short si[-
weeN consultation window. 
This will maNe it diffi cult 
for rural people to have their 
say.

´:e strongly encourage 
rural communities to 
submit on this issue and let 
the *overnment Nnow the 
proposals go too far and 
need to be scaled back.”

5ural :omen slam 
rural mail proposals
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For all your
Livestock requirements

Servicing the Coast

NZ  F AR M ER S  L I V ES T OCK

Contact
Bryan Goodin - 027 531 8511

Sheldon Keech  - 027 222 7920

CHALLENGE Rahotu
5800  South Rd, Rahotu

Ph 06 763 8848

For WOF’s on vehicles, 
motorcycles, caravans 

& trailers

Shop Hours:
Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm
Saturday and Sunday closed

WINZ Quotes available
Petrol & Diesel available 24 hrs

Phone 06 763 8848 
today for a free quote or a chat 

about your vehicle

WE DO
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

and 
all mechanical repairs

Taranaki Federated 
Farmers president Leedom 
Gibbs says farmers will be 
breathing a sigh of relief 
that central Government 
is stepping in to stop 
Taranaki Regional Council 
introducing unworkable 
and expensive new farming 
rules.

“It never made any sense 
for the council to be trying to 
introduce new water quality 
rules when they knew the 
Government were changing 
the national direction,” she 
says.

“Disappointingly the 
council seemed hell-bent on 
getting the plan done early, 
rather than getting the plan 
right, wasting huge sums 
of ratepayers’ money in the 
process.”

The Government had 
announced they will be 
amending the Resource 

Management Act to restrict 
councils’ ability to notify 
new freshwater rules until 
the new National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater 
Management (NPS-FM) is 
in place.

“These changes have made 
it very clear to regional 
councils that they need to 
down tools and wait for 
further clarifi cation on the 
national direction,” Gibbs 
says.

“This will prevent needless 
duplication of effort, the 
wasting of council staff 
time, and possible confusion 
for farmers with constantly 
changing rules.

“Until now the council 
have been reluctant to stop 
their workplan and were 
intending to notify their plan 
in mid-2025 even though 
they didn’t need to do it until 
2027.”

“The council did assure us 
they would review their plans 
with future Government 
announcements, so we’re 
glad they now have this 
clarity.

Gibbs, who sits on the 
Taranaki Regional Council 
Policy and Planning 
Committee, says it’s clear 
that farmers care deeply 
about the freshwater 
regulations being done right.

“We had huge farmer 
engagement through this 
entire process because our 
rural communities really 
want to see the council do 
this properly.

“Farmers need rules that 
are fair and practical, but 
we also need an element of 
certainty so we can make 
business decisions and get 
on with farming.

“Council should do it once 
and do it right, so we don’t 
need constant Á ip-Á opping 
or shifting of the goal posts 
that undermines farmers’ 
confi dence to invest in their 
businesses.”

Gibbs says farmers were 
doing a lot of good work 
to improve environmental 
outcomes long before these 
conversations started - and 
they don’t plan to stop any 
time soon.

“None of that work is 
going to stop just because 
these council plans are going 
to be delivered a year or two 
later than expected.

Taranaki Regional Council 
chair Charlotte Littlewood 
says they welcome the 
clarity from government 
on the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater 
Management.

“It has always been 
Council’s plan to progress 
its Land and Freshwater 
Plan to respond to the new 
National Policy Statement 

for Freshwater Management 
(NPS-FM) when it is in 
place.

“As has been noted in 
various recent reports to 
Council, we have always 
intended to pause and take 
stock when the new NPS-
FM is released. This allows a 
thorough review of the new 
regulations and provides 
time and space for Council 
to make any necessary 
adaptions to the draft Plan 
to ensure that the policy 
framework is aligned to the 
new regulations.

“Council is diligently and 
responsibly working toward 
replacing our current plan 
which is 23 years old and no 
longer fi t for purpose. 

“We are mindful that some 
members of our community 
are keen for us to take a 
slower pathway to a new 
Plan, while others are just as 
keen to see swifter progress 
and it is always a balancing 
act to meet the, at times, 
differing interests of our 
community.

“The good news is 
that we’ve had a raft of 
constructive feedback 
from the community 
including industry groups 
like Federated Farmers 

about how they want to see 
freshwater protected and 
managed in the future. We 
will continue to work with 
these groups as we further 
refi ne policy settings in 
coming months.

“These conversations are 
feeding into the development 
of a Plan that works for the 
unique characteristics of our 
region, which is critical.

“Importantly, the Plan is 
also at a very early stage 
of drafting which means 
we can respond and adapt 
to reÁ ect whatever the new 
regulations may be.

“The government has 
indicated that the new 
draft NPS-FM will be 
released for consultation in 
early-2025 with the aim of 
being fi nalised in mid-����, 
and Council’s timeline is 
consistent with this.

“We will notify our plan 
in alignment with the new 
direction set by government, 
which allows time to adapt 
to changing policy settings 
and also continue our 
constructive conversations 
with the local community.

“Changing government 
policy settings is a challenge 
that councils around the 
country are facing. We are 
planning for, and ready to 
adapt to, not only changes 
to the NPS-FM but also 
changes to section 70 of the 
Resource Management Act, 
release of Taumata Arowai 
standards for wastewater 
and new regulations for 
freshwater farm plans.

“Councils are well used to 
working in an environment 
where government policy 
settings are evolving. This 
is not new. What we will 
do in the meantime is 
continue to work alongside 
our community to build 
solutions that meet the needs 
of Taranaki.”

Feds welcome intervention  - TRC responds

Taranaki Federated Farmers president Leedom Gibbs.

TRC chair Charlotte Littlewood.
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Action on the track and in the sky! Stockcar, Superstock & Streetstock

City of New Plymouth Classics plus Saloons/Super Saloons, Youth
Ministocks and the Fireworks Spectacular!

Proudly Sponsored by
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Tickets Cheaper 
Online @ Flicket

Gates Open 4:30pm
Racing Starts 6:30pm

HĀWERA DROP IN SESSIONS
Toi Foundation staff will be available for 

drop in sessions at the Foundry in Hāwera 
every Wednesday 11am – 3pm

 from now through until 11th December.

Our team will be able to assist you with any 
funding, application or reporting queries, 

No appointment necessary.

Where: The Foundry, 130 High Street, 
Hāwera 4610

In It for Life. Michael (Speed) De Bique and Aimee Leigh with their awards at Opunake Beach.

Opunake lifeguards’Aimee 
Leigh and Michael (Speed) 
De Bique’s  dedication 
has been recognized at the 
national level when they 
received the prestigious 
Regional Service Award.

5eÁ ecting on their 
journey, they encourage 
anyone interested to “give 
it a go.” For them, surf 
lifesaving isn’t just a skill—
it’s a way of life.

In 2003, Aimee and 
Speed earned their Bronze 
0edallion, a Tualifi cation 
that marked the beginning of 
their lifelong commitment 
to surf lifesaving. Motivated 
by the Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand motto “In it for 
life,” they’ve dedicated two 
decades to ensuring beach 
safety and mentoring future 
generations of lifeguards.

Over the years, Aimee 
and Speed have taken 
on numerous roles: from 
patrolling beaches and 
training new recruits to 
serving on the Opunake Surf 
Life Saving Club committee 
and joining the search and 
rescue squad. 

Their dedication reached 
new heights around 2020 
when they teamed up to 
train the next wave of surf 
lifeguards, successfully 

In It for Life
preparing 45 new lifeguards 
for the Opunake Club alone.

Beyond Opunake, they 
have played a pivotal 
role in Taranaki and 
Whanganui’s lifesaving 
efforts, hosting weekend 
training camps that unite 
new recruits from clubs 
across the region. Some 
seasons saw them training 
over 50 new lifeguards 
annually, highlighting 
their signifi cant impact on 
regional surf lifesaving.

Their inÁ uence e[tends 
beyond training sessions. 
Aimee and Speed also 
organized specialized 
courses like Patrol Captain, 
Rescue Board, Rock 
Rescue, and Intermediate 
Lifeguard School, helping 
to boost both skill levels 
and camaraderie among the 
lifeguards. They introduced 
a progress board to track 
and motivate lifeguards’ 
achievements.

In addition to training 
and instructing, they have 
taNen on offi cial roles as 
examiners, rock rescue 
instructors, and auditors for 
the Taranaki/Whanganui 
clubs. Aimee has also joined 
the Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand team, broadening 
her impact on the region 
and inspiring others to 
follow suit.
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Sized for:
• Cow sheds 
• Pump sheds 
• House standby

0800 10 7006
www.corkillsystems.co.nz

POWER CUTS – CAN YOU AFFORD THE RISK?
INDUSTRIAL GENERATOR
• Direct PTO driven (no gear boxes 

or belts)
• Heavy duty construction (including 

drive shaft)
• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

conditions!
• Three sizes to suit all sheds: 37.5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

93.75KVA
• Lower RPM models available

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Ask about our range of

SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS
SILENT DIESEL SILENT DIESEL 
GENERATORS

Sized for:
• Cow sheds 

• Dials facing cab (one person  operator)
• Designed and assembled locally for rugged 

5KVA, 62.5KVA and 

TRAILER 
OPTIONS 

AVAILABLE

Jimmy Fastier has been 
announced as CEO of the 
Taranaki Rugby Football 
Union (TRFU).

Fastier has been TRFU 
Commercial Manager 
and takes over from Mike 
Sandle.

“Jimmy is a hugely 
popular man in our game 
and the strength of his 
relationships at all levels 
really stood out in the 
interview process. We had 
an incredibly strong group 
of candidates and it’s credit 
to Jimmy and the calibre of 
person he is that he’s got 
this role,” says TRFU chair 
Dan Radcliffe.

National title for 
Park Croquet player

A Taranaki player placed 
fi rst at the &roTuet 1ew 
Zealand Women’s Golf 
Croquet Championships 
played recently at the 
Takapuna Croquet Club.

Nik Budd-Clement who 
plays at the Park Croquet 
Club in Hawera has been 
playing croquet since the 
2019-2020 season.

In November last year 
she fi nished second at the 
Croquet NZ GC Second 
Tier Invitational, and in 
March this year was third in 
the Croquet NZ Women’s 
GC Invitational. 

She went into the 
Women’s Golf Croquet 
Championships as top seed.

“There was all that 

pressure and expectation and 
everyone trying to take you 
down,” she said.

The tournament involved 
16 women from Northland, 
Auckland, Counties-
Manukau, Bay of Plenty and 
Waikato-King Country who 
were split into two sections 
with a round robin of seven 
games to determine placings 
for the knockout rounds.

Nik won six of her games 
placing her top of her block. 
This meant she would 
face off against the fourth 
placegetter in the other 
block, young up and coming 
Mattie Clarkson from 
Howick. Nik won 7-4, 7-5. 

Her next opponent was 
Vanessa Hanna, the only 

player to have beaten her in 
the round robins. This time 
Nik won 7-5, 7-5.

1iN·s opponent in the fi nal 
was local favourite Melba 
Scott from the Takapuna 
Club, with three games 
needed to determine the 
fi nal result.

“I got a bit lucky in the 
fi rst game,µ recalls 1iN. 
“She got ahead of me, but 
I clawed it back to be 6-all. 
I won 7-6 from a lucky 
ricochet shot.” Melba won 
the next game 7-4. 

“She kept putting balls in 
front of me, so I had to do 
jump shots,” says Nik, who 
won the fi nal game �-�, and 
with it the title.

New CEO for 
Taranaki Rugby

Fastier started his career 
with the TRFU as Fan 
(ngagement 2ffi cer from 
2012 to 2016. He worked 
as Marketing Manager at 
the Hurricanes from 2016 
to 2020 and was TRFU 
Commercial Manager from 
2020.

“It’s a great story to see 
someone work through all 
levels of the organisation, 
from a university graduate 
to being CEO 12 years later. 
He knows the game, he 
knows the union, and he’s 
earned the opportunity for 
all the outstanding work he’s 
put in over a long period of 
time,” Radcliffe says.

“It’s a huge honour to be 

named CEO,” Fastier says.
“I’ve always been 

extremely proud of our 
union’s rich history, and 
I’m looking forward to 
working with the board and 
all staff to make memorable 
experiences in rugby across 
the region.

“We’ve had some great 
success recently, from 
winning last year’s Bunnings 
NPC Championship and the 
Ranfurly Shield this year, to 
the growth in our women’s 
game and in the grassroots 
as well. We’ve shown that a 
provincial union can achieve 
extraordinary things, and it’s 
a really exciting challenge to 
continue that on.”

Jimmy Fastier.

Nik Budd-Clement National champion.
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Former Taranaki centurion 
and Hawke Cup-winning 
captain Ian Snook has been 
awarded life membership 
of the Taranaki Cricket 
Association for his 
contribution to the game. 

At the association’s 129th 
AGM, Snook became the 
24th recipient of the honour.

Fellow Life Member 
Kerry O’Neill presented the 
award and said it was richly 
deserved for a man who had 
spent a lifetime giving to 
the game as a player, coach, 
administrator and volunteer.

Snook played in 103 
matches for Taranaki, 
including 72 as captain, 
enjoying a better than 70 per 
cent success rate in the role. 
His debut came in the 1967-
68 season while still a pupil 
at Stratford High School. 
+is fi nal match was more 
than two decades later in 
the 1988-89 season. He won 
the Hawke Cup twice with 
Taranaki in that time and 
won it on a further occasion, 
while playing for Wairarapa 
from 1976-79.

He played 62 games for 
Central Districts, with 30 of 
those as captain.

Snook paid tribute to his 
Dad, who had introduced 
him to a love of cricket at an 
early age, and said it was a 
passion that had never left 
him.

“From the age of six he 
took me with him every 
Saturday to his games in 
Dunedin. By the time I 
was nine , was fi elding 
occasionally if a player had 
to leave early.”

Snook said the game had 
been kind to him since his 
arrival in Taranaki aged 14.

His Taranaki playing 

Taranaki cricket legend honoured

career included spells with 
Stratford High School, 
Eltham Cricket Club, and as 
a player-coach at Stratford 
Cricket Club, and the New 
Plymouth Cricket Club.

There were also additional 
roles on committees with 
the Southern Division 
association and Eltham.

Following his playing 
career, Snook has served as 
a coach, a match manager at 
Pukekura Park matches, and 
was a TCA Board director 
for three years. 

He continues his work in 
the game as a consultant 
with the Taranaki Men’s 
Furlong Cup team this year 

and is leading a project 
around connecting the 
current squad with the proud 
history of Taranaki Cricket 
and bringing together former 
Taranaki players as part of 
that.

“Of all my sporting 
involvement, playing and 
coaching rugby in nine 

different countries, and 
playing and coaching 
cricket which included 
a season in England, my 
favourite memories are 
associated with playing 
cricket for Taranaki,” he 
said.

“Some of my closest 
friends like Ali (Jordan) 

TCA Life Members at the association’s  AGM. From left: Neil Sulzberger, Neville Frampton, Kerry O’Neill, Ross Landon-Lane, Ian Snook
 Don Stewart, Ralph West and Ali Jordan

and Gary (Robertson) were 
met when I played with 
them for Taranaki. These are 
friends for life.

“It is a privilege to become 
a Life Member and thank 
you to everyone from 1967 
onwards who has played a 
part in me achieving this 
award.”
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Experience dining at 
The Mountain House 

during the 
Garden Festival in 

‘TARANAKI’S
LARGEST GARDEN’
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Deb welcomes you to 

15 LIVINGSTON ROAD, HAWERA
Ph 027 278 5074

hello@brandysbotanicals.co.nz

BRANDY’S
B O T A N I C A L
BARN

I N D O O R  P L A N T S ,  H O M E WA R E S ,  
G I F T WA R E S  &  M O R E

Open everyday during 
the Garden Festival

10am - 4pm

Hikurangi Garden a tranquil seven acre woodland
Hikurangi Garden, set 

in seven acres of trees, 
shrubs and Á owers, 
entices visitors into a 
tranTuil woodland world.

Driving up the Upper Kahui 
Road, the air is crisp and 
clear. 1ear the entrance to this 
Fringe Festival Garden, our 
0aunga towers in a maMestic 

sweep of snow and rocNs. 
Indeed 143 is the place to 

pause and stop. +iNurangi 
is an old established garden 
and it is planted with so many 
secret delights of nature.

0rs 0aureen %rophy, who 
lives in the garden area, 
is thrilled that this is the 
ninth year +iNurangi has 

been open to the public.
Gardening is  not  Mrs 

%rophy·s chief interest. 
A n  e n e r g e t i c  w i d o w , 
she runs two dry stocN 
farms. 6o two gardeners 
are responsible for the 
maintenance of the property.

While good staff is hard 
to find, 0rs %rophy is 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o 
keep Hikurangi to 
a high standard.

2r ig ina l ly  the 
late Mrs Barbara 
:illiams and her 
husband planted 
out  the land.  , t 
was part of a sheep 
and beef farm and 
today the woolshed 
is  s t i l l  there  as 
an  echo  o f  t he 
farming activities.

0 r s  : i l l i a m s 
was well Nnown 
for  her  love  of 
gardening and over 
the years thousands 
of  peop le  have 
flocNed to wander 
round the woodland 
paths and admire 
colourful flowers 
and native trees. 

Today 0rs %rophy 
is the proud owner 
of this Moyful haven. 
There have been 
weddings in the 
gardens – in fact 
people of all ages are 
welcome to wander 
round. There are 
toilets and tables 
set aside for picnics.

 It takes up to 45 
minutes to walN 
round the property. 
I f  f ac t  i t  t akes 
longer if you want 

Mrs Brophy admires her colourful garden.

Hikurangi shows colour everywhere.
to stop and taNe photographs.

The ornamental laNe attracts 
a lot of interest with its bridges 
and a path that meanders near the 
water·s edge. /ooNing up there are 

glimpses of our 0aunga. This 
is indeed a TaranaNi treasure.

The garden is open from �am 
to �pm, from 1ov � until 1ov �. 
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Hikurangi Garden a tranquil seven acre woodland

Choose the right
healthcare for you

and your whānau

Care at home

GP or
Doctor

Healthline

Accident urgent 
medical centre

Pharmacy

Emergency
department

Info.health.nz

Advice and information 
on general wellness, 
colds, flu and Covid, 
minor injuries and 

skin issues.

Appointments with 
a doctor for general 
wellness, high fevers 

and rashes, injuries, mid 
to long term healthcare 

and all vaccinations.

Free health advice 
and information 24/7 
from trained nurses 

and other health 
professionals.

Out of hours or urgent 
care if your GP isn’t 
available, for urgent 
injuries or if you’re 
feeling very unwell.

Medicines and 
vaccinations, help to 
treat minor illnesses, 

over-the-counter 
treatment.

Go immediately if you 
have chest pain, difficulty 

breathing, severe 
bleeding or severe pain.

0800 611 116 Advice and treatment

Call 111 if it’s a life 
threatening emergency

For visitors to Opunake and 
indeed anyone, the Opunake 
Loop Trail is currently in 
full bloom and is a delight.

It traverses beauty spots 
including Opunake’s 
picturesque lake and 
Opunake Beach. Near 
the clifftop the walkway 
continues via the charming 
clifftop garden with its own 
little library with seat if 
you need a pew,  offering 
stupendous sea views.

The garden is maintained 
by a team of dedicated local 
gardeners. 

Planting and maintaining 
the gardens is achieved 
through regular get togethers 
of the team to re-design, 
plant and maintain. There 
is no committee structure to 
the group, it is simply run by 
consensus. 

From being one of the 
points of interest in the 
Taranaki Fringe Garden 
Festival the Clifftop Garden 

Opunake’s Loop Trail a delight
has moved on to being one 
of the Festival’s regular 
entrants.

In 2020 the  Opunake 
Clifftop Garden Group 
received the Taranaki 
Coastal Organisation Award 
from the South Taranaki 
District Council.

Continuing along the 
well worn track - the walk 
descends into the area 
known as Dudleys Bridge – 
since replaced –  and weaves 
its way to the Lions Lookout 
with further views of The 
Tasman Sea and Middleton 
Bay. A short walk meets 
the road and the track 
continues, close to the coast 
near Te Namu’s historic pa 
-  to circumvent the old dairy 
factory. After crossing the 
main road you come to the 
site of a former dam where 
there are numerous new 
plantings - once the site of a 
former Á a[ mill �owned by 
the family of New Zealand’s 

Enjoying your visit to 
Taranaki garden festivals 
starts with knowing the 
range of different health 
services available to you. 

For a directory of A to Z tips 
on treating common health 
conditions, medicines, and 
advice on when to seek more 
help, visit the healthify.nz 
website.

Pharmacists are registered 
health professionals who can 
also offer health advice on a 
range of common conditions 
and what kinds of medicine 
you might need. They can 
help out with coughs and 
colds, bladder infections, 
eye infections, minor cuts 
and grazes, the emergency 
contraceptive pill and a 

Be prepared for a safe as visit 
to Taranaki!

range of other health needs.
If you are feeling sick and 

worried, for free medical 
advice call Healthline on 
0800 611 116. This number 
provides 24/7 medical 
advice from registered 
health professionals. They’ll 
provide you with advice 
on caring for yourself or 
family members and can 
also connect you with the 
health services you might 
need. Translation services 
are available.

When you need urgent 
medical attention, accident 
and urgent medical care 
centres can look after 
injuries, sprains, cuts and 
broken bones - as well as if 
you’re feeling unwell – just 

walk in as no appointment is 
needed.

To fi nd pharmacies, *3s 
and urgent medical care 
centres open near you, 
visit  the healthpoint.co.nz 
website for a comprehensive 
list of services and contacts. 

New rural after-hours 
telehealth service available 
across the motu 

A new rural after-hours 
telehealth service is also 
available now by calling 
���� � .A 25A ����� ��� 
672).

When people call the 
service, they are fi rst triaged 
by nurses and Naiăwhina 
�health helpers� and can be

Opunake Chinese Takeaways
Ph 06 761 8087

Hamburgers, $5.50
Chicken Burgers, $6.50

Fish Burgers, $7.00
Beef Burgers, $8.00

Open everyday

The clifftop garden on Opunake’s Walkway.

Continued page 24

illustrious son Sir Earnest 
Rutherford) and returns via a 
wooded area to the township 
where you should be ready 
for refreshments at one of 
Opunake’s delightful cafes 
and dining places.  
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TARANAKI ARTS TRAIL INFORMATION HUB

11 Gill St, New Plymouth, Taranaki

Visit the Taranaki Arts Trail Information Hub in Centre City from 1-10 November for all
trail info and an exhibition of artists featured on the 2024 arts trail.

centre-city.co.nz
Don’t miss out on any of our

promotions, events and offers.

Your destination for fashion, lifestyle,
beauty, and ART.

Centre City is home to over 50 fashion, lifestyle, and big-brand stores, Taranaki's only
indoor food court, and 24/7 easy parking in the CBD.

PARK. MEET. SHOP. EAT.

Be prepared for a safe as visit to Taranaki!
referred through to a doctor 

if needed. The service is 
an extension of the care 
provided by your usual 
healthcare provider, but it is 
also available to those who 
are unenrolled and living in 
a rural area. 

While the service is 
subsidised by Health New 
Zealand |Te Whatu Ora, a 
patient co-payment will be 
charged for consultations 
with a doctor. Under 14s will 
remain free, and those with 

Continued from page 23 a Community Services Card 
or who are 65 years and over 
will pay $19.50. For adults 
aged 14 to 64 years the fee is 
up to $79.

For those in our most 
isolated areas, who may 
only have a landline and no 
access to the internet, this 
service is a real step forward 
in accessing after-hours care 
when it is not an emergency. 

The 0800 service will 
provide after-hours clinical 
telehealth care (5.00pm – 
8.00am) on weekdays, and 
24 hours a day on weekends 

and public holidays. 
The service is staffed by 
Naiăwhina, nurses, *3s 
and emergency medicine 
specialists. The service will 
provide access for people 
in rural areas whether they 
are enrolled or not with a 
primary care practice. 

More information can be 
found at the website kaora.
co.nz.

Emergencies
Finally, when you have a 

medical emergency that is 
life threatening such as chest 
pain, diffi culty breathing, or 

severe bleeding and pain, 
call 111 immediately, 24/7, 
or go directly to your nearest 
hospital’s Emergency 
Department at Taranaki Base 
+ospital in 1ew 3lymouth 
or at +ăwera +ospital.

As well as carrying your 
usual medications when 
travelling, it’s a good idea 
to take a kit that has rapid 
antigen tests (RATs), hand 
sanitiser and masks to add 
to your fi rst aid Nit, which 
will help further protect you 
and your family and friends 
against COVID-19.

The Opunake Lions Club is 
proud to host the Nexans Fun 
Run in our district. After an 
absence of several years, the 
popular series event will once 
again be taking place in Opu-
nake on Sunday November 
10. This event begins from 
the Sinclair Electrical and 
Refrigeration Events Cen-
tre. All entrants must attend 
registration to receive their 
event number. Entry fees are 
$10.00 per person or $35.00 
a family ( two adults, three 
children) until Friday 8 No-
vember, 4.00pm. Late entries 
will be available on the day 

Lions bring popular event to Opunake

Fun Run & Walk 
Series

Sun  November 10, 
Opunake

at the Sinclair Electrical and 
Refrigeration Events Centre 
for $15.00 for individuals and 
$40.00 for a family. Safety 
briefi ngs will be held prior to 
the start of each event.

� �.��am - ��.�Nm walN. 
� ��.��am - ��.�Nm run, 
along with 2.4km, 5.6km run/
walk. Walkers and those with 
prams will be asked to move 
towards the back of the group. 
Water will be available at the 
finish. This is a cup-free 
event - please bring your 
own vessel. 3ri]egiving will 
be held immediately after the 
last competitor has fi nished. 

All entrants go into the spot 
prize draw. Those who enter 
before 8 November 2024 go 
into an early bird prize draw 
to win one of two prizes of 
$20. Nexans travel prizes will 
be drawn at the last event on 
2 February (Lake Rotokare). 
To qualify you must complete 
four or more events. There 
will be a sausage sizzle on 
site. Dogs are welcome. See 
https://www.sporty. co.nz/
nexansopunak/home-1 link 
to the event. 

Sue Huckstep
 Secretary Opunake Lions 

Club
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PROUD SPONSORS OF 
THE 

TARANAKI ART 
AWARDS

33 GOVER STREET, 
NEW PLYMOUTH PHONE 06 758 8746

WANT TO MAKE 
MORE OF THE 
OUTDOORS? 

Garden Art 
personalised for 

your space or the 
perfect gift. 

027 306 8048

coastalwelders@xtra.co.nz

21 Ariki Street, New Plymouth

Lunch, Brunch or Dinner
The Good Home has you covered! 

Book now!

06 758 4740www.thegoodhomenp.co.nz
bookings@thegoodhome.co.nz

After a string of really 
well attended performances 
across the North Island, 
Taranaki’s own Turkey The 
Bird is set to bring the magic 
home with three special 
album release shows in 
November. 

The folk trio’s latest album, 
“Men, Fish, Boat”, has 
already captured audiences 
with its catchy folk tunes 
and storytelling and local 
fans will have the chance 
to experience it live in an 
intimate setting during the 
Taranaki leg of their North 
Island tour, spanning a total 
of 12 shows.

For this tour, Turkey The 
Bird has woven together a 
vibrant tapestry of 13 folk 
songs, including a much-
anticipated collaboration 
with Auckland’s lively 
ukulele band, The Nukes. 
Known for their toe-tapping 
rhythms, warm harmonies, 
and relatable lyrics, Turkey 
The Bird offers a soulful, 
down-to-earth sound that 

A chance to hear Turkey The 
Bird’s new album

resonates with audiences 
of all ages. Fans new and 
old can expect a delightful 
mix of fresh tracks from the 
new album along with some 
favorite tunes that have 
become staples in the Kiwi 
folk scene.

Taranaki Tour Dates
Friday, 9th November – 

+ăwera 5epertory Theatre  
Friday, 15th November 

– 4th Wall Theatre, New 
Plymouth  

Saturday, 16th November 
– Lakeside Playhouse, 
ľpunaNe  

Tickets are available at 
www.turkeythebird.co.nz

A Tour That Spans the 
Heart of the North Island

Starting in October, the tour 
has crisscrossed iconic North 
Island locations, bringing 
Turkey The Bird’s signature 
sound to cozy venues 
and intimate community 
gatherings alike. As the trio 
returns to its Taranaki roots, 
the upcoming shows will 
be a chance to celebrate a 

journey of heartfelt music 
and connection.

The three band members—
André Manella (guitar, 
bass, ukulele, percussion), 
Adrian Whelan (guitar, 
mandolin, bass, spoons), and 
Sol Bear Coulton (banjo, 
ukulele, slide guitar) blend 
cultural backgrounds from 
Switzerland, Ireland, and 
New Zealand into a folk 
sound that’s refreshingly 
original. Their music 
combines the elegance of 
“Simon & Garfunkel” with 
the vibrancy of “Mumford 
& Sons,” all wrapped in a 
unique Kiwi folk spirit.

5ave 5eviews from Across 
the Tour

- “Injects hoedown-
showdown fun, fun, fun, 
and the harmonies shine like 
diamonds.” – Paul Cook, 
Joyzine UK

- ´5efreshing .iwiana 
newgrass, this is not 
your typical sad cowboy 
Americana.” – Patrick 
Loughran, Muzic.net.nz

- “That’s Turkey The Bird, 
great band, just love them.” 
² -esse 0ulligan, 51=

Join Turkey The Bird for a 
Night of Stories, Music, and 
Connection

As the tour wraps up, the 
Taranaki shows offer a rare 
opportunity to experience 
Turkey The Bird’s joyous 
energy up close. Come 
prepared to sing, laugh, and 
make memories that linger 
long after the last note fades. 
Book your tickets early for 
these Taranaki shows—they 
promise an unforgettable 
celebration of music, 
storytelling, and good times 
with friends and family.

Adrian Whelan,  André Manella and Sol Bear Coulton  from Turkey The Bird.

NOTHING BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER LIKE GOOD FOOD! 
We o�er, live sport on the big screen, great music 
streamed, bu�ets and set menus, functions and 
events, meeting rooms available, large or small group 
bookings, weddings and special events.

Ph 022 064 4142
Email: bookings@stadium-opk.co.nz   
To see a menu, order, or book online 
go to - www.stadium-opk.co.nz

The Stadium Bar and Bistro 4616 is open at the Sinclair 
Electrical and Refrigeration Events Centre.

STADIUM BAR & BISTRO 4616

For Bookings contact:

Local news, Local people, 
local businesses, local 
sport, local arts and 

events. 
Delivered free around 
the mountain every 

fortnight.

06 761 7016

Halloween Party at Colonel Malones
On Saturday 2nd November.
Get a group together, sort your scariest Halloween costumes 

and join the team at Malones for a night of fun and great 
music from top Taranaki covers band Avalanche.

Prizes will be awarded for best costumes so give it heaps.
The 5estaurant will be closed from �pm but the bar snacN 

menu will be available all night.
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Crazy cheese deals with a great selection of –

F ind us  dow n the O N E - W A Y  s treet at 1 Bridge St, Eltham
W e are op en Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm

UK/EUROPE
Earlybird 2025
DEALS ON SALE NOW

SALES are for a
LIMITED TIME.
ALL DEALS
ALL AIRLINES
Maximise your travel choices

mondo travel hawera
dianne@haweratravel.co.nz

163 High St, Hawera
Ph 06 278 4656
0800 784 656

CHURCH NOTICES

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday

Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Okato Co-operating Parish

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: Temporarily closed - no Masses

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Sacred Heart, Manaia - Temporarily closed - No Masses

St Joseph's, Hawera - Every Sat at 5pm; Every Sun at 9am
St Patrick's,  Patea -  4th Sunday of month; 11.00am

St Francis de Sales, Waverley - 2nd Sunday of month; 
11.00am

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - weekly

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake

Sunday Services 10.30am
Women’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday

Come along or contact 
Belinda Philp

027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church 
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am

Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday

Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for 
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall. 

Everyone welcome

Okato – St. Paul’s – Sunday Service every 1st and 3rd  
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Oakura – St. James – Sunday Service every 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of each month, 10.00am

Mid-week open church – Okato – St. Paul’s – 
Pew for You, every 3rd Wednesday of each month, 

4.30pm-6.00pm

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
2nd, 4th and 5th Saturdays of the month Mass at 6pm.

Sunday Mass 8.45am.
Thursday Mass 10.00am (subject to change).

St John’s Community Church. Kaponga
Cnr West and Egmont Streets. 

Sunday Services 10.30am followed by morning tea

Manaia Union Fellowship
  Terou St. Manaia. 

Meet 10am every 3rd Sunday of the month with communion

Friend & Fellowhip Group 
Thursdays @ Manaia

Support our Faith and support each other with Prayer 
and Bible study 

Encouraging interactive discussion and Praise 
All are welcome   

We would love it if you could come
Rodney & Val 274 8550 or 0272384187 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
90 Regan St., Stratford,

9:00am Sunday: Breakfast and Study 
10:30am:  Breakfast is followed by "Coming Together 

Worship Service" 
Thursday: Study Group at 2 pm at 96b Brecon Rd., 

Stratford. 
Contact Rev. John Mattock 027 2039799

Church Services - Manaia, Kaponga, 
Opunake, Pungarehu, Okata, Oakura

C ON TAC T ARE TH A L E M ON
Facil it y M anage r on 06 761 8488

OPU N AK E  PH ARM AC Y ,
OPU N AK E  M E DI C AL  C E N TRE ,

ST. JO H N S AM BU L AN C E ,
PL U N K E T,

H E AL TH  BOARD SE RV I C E S

or  visit  us  at  www.coastalcare.co.nz

For  a  full  list  of  Services  and happenings here: 

COAS T AL CAR E
Health and Community Centre

Also in the building: 

New Zealand:          Wed Dec 18       Fri Dec 20
Australia:                   Mon Dec 2         Mon Dec 9       Mon Dec 16
South Pacific,
North America,       Sun Dec 1          Sun Dec 8 Fri Dec 13 
Asia, UK, Europe
Rest of the World:  Mon Nov 25      Mon Dec 2 Wed Dec 11

Christmas is fast approaching. Be in early to ensure your mail 
and parcels reach family and friends by Christmas. We have a 
great range of Christmas stock in store. 
Coastal Printers can create personalised greeting cards or 
canvas art with your photos.Pop in and check us out!

Christmas Sending Dates:       Economy        Courier          Express

Send up to 1kg to Aus 
for ONLY $20*
*Oct 14 - Dec 2. T’s & C’s apply.

New Zealanders will get 
the chance to dance into the 
holiday season as Dancing 
Queen: A Tribute to ABBA 
Á ies into �� venues this 
1ovember-'ecember. This 
tour is extra special for the 
cast as they are celebrating 
50 years since Abba won 
the (urovision 6ong &ontest 
with their hit song, Waterloo, 
and creating the start of the 
Abba phenomenon.  

3erformed by 
the internationally 
acclaimed impersonators 
A B B A s o l u t e l y 
FABBAulous, Dancing 

Abba-tastic show returns for national tour

Dancing Queen: A Tribute to ABBA Touring New Zealand, Nov-Dec 2024!
Queen: A Tribute To ABBA 
promises to taNe audiences 
on a musical Mourney into the 
magic and talent of Abba. 
Audiences can e[pect live 
singing and music along 
with the authentic costumes 
and all the dancing one can 
muster.

3roduced by 6howtime 
Australia ² the team behind 
last year’s hugely successful 
Queen: It’s a Kinda Magic 
tour – the international 
tribute show brings together 
the e[Tuisite voices of 
-essica 'river, e[perienced 
tribute performer -immy 
-ames, classically trained 

musician Andre %ehnNe 
and 6outh African 3hillipa 
Higgins to recreate the iconic 
four-piece harmonies of 
Agnetha, %Morn, %enny and 
Anni-)rid ² better Nnown as 
Abba - alongside a live band 
and full concert production 
featuring Neyboard, guitar, 
bass, drums and bacNing 
vocals. 

Audiences can expect 
to hear all the hits and 
ballads they Nnow and 
love, including .nowing 
0e .nowing <ou, *imme 
*imme *imme, 'ancing 
4ueen, /ay All <our /ove 
On Me, Money Money 

Money, Angel Eyes, I 
+ave a 'ream, The :inner 
TaNes ,t All, 6uper Trouper, 
0amma 0ia and more.

TicNets on sale now, 
contact the venue·s bo[ 
offi ce to booN or visit 
https���www.facebooN.com�
The'ancing4ueen6how for 
more information.

The 2punaNe and 
&oastal 1ews has two 
complimentary ticNets 
for the Hawera show on 
1ovember �� at the +awera 
0emorial Theatre available 
at our 2punaNe offi ce. )irst 
in. )irst served.
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Coming to the Lakeside Playhouse on Layard Street, Ōpunakē.                                            

                                                        Show Dates & Times:  

                                           Thurs 21 Nov, Fri 22 Nov = 6.30pm 

                                 Sat 23 Nov, Sun 24 Nov = 3.30pm

                   Weds 27 Nov, Thurs 28 Nov, Fri 29 Nov = 6.30pm

     Tickets available 29th October 2024 at Sinclair’s Electrical.

Ticket prices: Adults = $20

Under 16s = $10

Under 5s = Free on a knee!
taranakioffshorewind.co.nz

FOR MORE VISIT

Public information sessions on o�shore wind energy
18 UNION STREET, HĀWERA

14 Aug2 Sept | 5:30pm

What’s next:
Update on the offshore
wind project and 
next steps

7 Oct | 5:30pm

Lightbulb moment:
Why is electricity 
so expensive?

4 Nov | 5:30pm

We need you: 
Training opportunities
in offshore wind

2 Dec | 5:30pm

Sea, land and air:
Caring for the 
environment

2 Sept | 5:30pm

What’s next:
Update on the offshore
wind project and 
next steps

7 Oct | 5:30pm

Lightbulb moment:
Why is electricity 
so expensive?

Time has passed in the 
Enchanted Forest where 
the Fairy Tale and Nursery 
Rhyme characters live. 
Everyone has gotten a little 
older. Hansel and Gretel are 
now teenagers, as is Little 
Red Riding Hood. 

The older brothers of Little 
Billy Goat Gruff have moved 
on to greener pastures and 
the Three Little Pigs are now 
Three Big Pigs. The Big Bad 
Wolf has found a partner, 
She Wolf. Even Cinderella 
has become older.

However, some things have 
not changed. The Big Bad 
Wolf is still the same nasty 
character trying to catch and 
eat the pigs, and anything 
else that he can get his claws 
on. With the help of She 
Wolf, he catches the Three 

Wolfy Woes and Troll Troubles – A Hansel and Gretel story
Big Pigs. The Troll hasn’t 
changed either. He manages 
to catch Hansel and Gretel. 
These three evil creatures 
decide to band together to 
have a great feast.

But the others in the 
Enchanted Forest are on the 
case. Will the captives be 
rescued? Can Cinderella, 
Grandmother and Little 
Red Riding Hood catch 
the Wolves and Troll and 
stop their constant threat? 
Will the help of the cheeky 
blackbirds and the Billy Kid 
goats be enough?

Come along to the 
Lakeside Playhouse to see 
this entertaining pantomime 
and fi nd out what happens. 
See our ad for dates, booking 
details and ticket prices. Are 
you going be there? Oh yes 
you are.

Ava Bennett, who plays Billie Jean (a goat) and a few of the children playing Blackbirds, during a 
recent rehearsal of “Wolfy Woes and Troll Troubles” opening at the Lakeside Playhouse Opunake on 
Thursday November 21st. Tickets at Sinclair Electrical.

M o e m o e a  l a u n c h e d 
their latest single release 
Monsters at  Opunake’s 

Moemoea launch their latest single 

Lakeside Playhouse on 
Friday October 18.

The singing duo which 

comprises Sherrie Flannagan 
and Chloe Danz played a set 
full of previously recorded 

and soon to be recorded songs. 
They were accompanied by 
fellow local musicians Mike 
Gordon and Hoos Blues. 
The bands played to a near 
full house raising funds for 
Moemoea to help finance 
more time in the recording 
studio.

The audience were also 

treated to the first public 
viewing of the Moemoea 
music video accompanying 
their single Monsters. Shot 
at various locations around 
Opunake, the video was 
directed and produced by 
local fi lmmaNer -ason %loor 
and stars Ella Danz. 

You can listen to Moemoea 

and their latest  release 
Monsters on Spotify and 
check out the video on You 
Tube. 

If you want to see Moemoea, 
the duo will be playing 
next at Mountain Roots for 
Speigelfest, Speigeltent at 
the Puke Ariki landing on  
November 17 at 8pm.

From left Sherrie Flannagan and Chloe Danz performing their new single.
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ONGOING
Movies at Everybodys Theatre in 
Opunake: Playing several days and 
nights each week. Refer timetable in 
newspaper.
MONDAYS: The Barnabas Centre - St 
Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman
Street Opunake: Each Monday 10 
am - 12:30 pm. Information call Jenny 
7618080 or Glenys 6558025 
TUESDAYS
Opunake Walking Group: Every 
Tuesday 10am. Meet outside Club Hotel 
on Havelock St. Phone Margaret 027 
477 5600 for more info if needed, or just 
turn up.
Pungarehu Golf Club Twilight: Tee-
off between 4.30 & 6.30pm. 
Opunake District RSA:  Meet 1st 
Tuesday of every month at 5.30pm at 
the Opunake Fire Station. Financial 
Members are welcome to attend.
WEDNESDAYS
Coastal Young Farmers:  Meet 2nd  
Wednesday of every month at 7pm at 
Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, Oakura. 
Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care, 
Opunake: Wednesdays  9am - 5pm, 
for an appointment call 027 591 4222 - 
0800 555 676
Okato & District Historical Society 
open every Wednesday: At the Okato 
Community Trust Hall, 47 Cumming St, 
Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566. 
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 
10.30am-3pm at the Opunake Business 
Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come 
along or phone Sheryl 06 761 8769.
Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, 
Okato 4pm to5 .30pm.
Free singing experience with Taranaki 
Harmony Chorus:  Meet every 
Wednesday at Inglewood Mamaku 
Centre, 7-9.30 pm Phone Helen 021 296 
0700.
THURSDAYS
Egmont Euchre Club: Every Thursday 
1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club. 
Inquiries, 06 761 8337 or 06 761 8607.
Taranaki Country Music Hall 
of Fame, Manaia: Running every 
Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf 
Highway, South Road, Manaia.
FRIDAYS
Eltham Business Association Friday 
Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of 
Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.

AT THE CLUB HOTEL THIS WEEK:
Monday: Burger special $15, Happy Hours 3pm- 6pm; Tuesday: Pork ribs $20, Pool 
Tournament 7pm; Wednesday: Pizza night 2 for $24, Poker night $30 buy in; Thursday:
Steak night for $20, Poker Night $27 buy in; Friday: Pensioners lunch $15, Lamb Shank 
$20; Saturday; Chicken Schnitzel $20; Sunday: Roast night $20 Complimentary dessert 
for dine in customers.
OCTOBER 31
Opunake Pony Club AGM: Sinclairs Electrical & Refrigeration Events Centre, 7.30pm.
NOVEMBER 8
Don & Chrisine Simpson: At the Stratford Showgrounds Hall, 7pm.
NOVEMBER 10
Nexans Fun Run & Walk: Opunake.
NOVEMBER 11
Opunake Business Association Meeting: At the Opunake Business Centre. 
NOVEMBER 12
Ngati Tara Oaonui Sandy Bay Inc AGM: Oaonui Community Hall, 6pm.
NOVEMBER 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28 & 29
Wolfy Woes & Troll Troubles: At the Lakeside Playhouse, Opunake.
NOVEMBER 30
Orimupiko Reserve Trust AGM: Sinclairs Electrical & Refrigeration Events Centre, 10am.

90 Tas m an St ,  Op u nak e - Ph:  06 761 8 550

Genuine Home Cooked Food, Pies, 
Savouries, Fresh Scones. Muffins, 

Cakes, Slices and Sandwiches.
All Day Breakfast

Open 5.30am - 3pm 
Open 7 Days a week

What’s On Listings

Moemoea launch their latest single 

From left Sherrie Flannagan and Chloe Danz performing their new single.
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UK/EUROPE
Earlybird 2025
DEALS ON SALE NOW

SALES are for a
LIMITED TIME.
ALL DEALS
ALL AIRLINES
Maximise your travel choices

mondo travel hawera
dianne@haweratravel.co.nz

163 High St, Hawera
Ph 06 278 4656
0800 784 656

THE STRATFORD CHAPTER INVITES MEN

AND LADIES TO AN EVENING WITH

WHEN: FRIDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2024
TIME: 7PM

SUPPER PROVIDED

WHERE: STRATFORD SHOWGROUNDS

SKINNER RD HALL

CONTACT: 
BARRY KOWALEWSKI - 027 372 5147
SANDY BARR - 027 530 0025

DON & CHRISTINE SIMPSON
God brought them together, and they have been 
married 20 years and have planted six churches.

They experience healing, miracles and 
salvations in their meetings.

They are itinerant ministers with 
Foursquare Gospel Church NZ.

72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz

Beetlejuice Beetlejuice
1hr 44mins | M Thu 31 Oct 7PM

Harold and the Purple Crayon
1hr 30mins | PG Fri 01 Nov 7PM

Autumn And The Black Jaguar
1hr 34mins | PG Sat 02 Nov 1PM | Fri 08

Nov 7PM

A Different Man
1hr 52mins | M Sat 02 Nov 7PM | Thu 07

Nov 7PM | Sun 10 Nov 7PM

Lee
1hr 57mins | M Sun 03 Nov 1PM | Sun 03

Nov 7PM | Thu 14 Nov 7PM

Memoir of a Snail
1hr 34mins | M Sat 09 Nov 1PM

Here
1hr 44mins | M Sat 09 Nov 7PM

Red One
2hr 3mins | TBC Sun 10 Nov 1PM

Beetlejuice
Beetlejuice
Violence, offensive
language, horror & content
that may disturb | 1hr
44mins | Rated: M
Thu 31 Oct 7PM

Harold and the Purple
Crayon
1hr 30mins | Rated: PG
Fri 01 Nov 7PM

C ON TAC T ARE TH A L E M ON
Facil it y M anage r on 06 761 8488

OPU N AK E  PH ARM AC Y ,
OPU N AK E  M E DI C AL  C E N TRE ,

ST. JO H N S AM BU L AN C E ,
PL U N K E T,

H E AL TH  BOARD SE RV I C E S

or  visit  us  at  www.coastalcare.co.nz

For  a  full  list  of  Services  and happenings here: 

COAS T AL CAR E
Health and Community Centre

Also in the building: 

New Zealand:          Wed Dec 18       Fri Dec 20
Australia:                   Mon Dec 2         Mon Dec 9       Mon Dec 16
South Pacific,
North America,       Sun Dec 1          Sun Dec 8 Fri Dec 13 
Asia, UK, Europe
Rest of the World:  Mon Nov 25      Mon Dec 2 Wed Dec 11

Christmas is fast approaching. Be in early to ensure your mail 
and parcels reach family and friends by Christmas. We have a 
great range of Christmas stock in store. 
Coastal Printers can create personalised greeting cards or 
canvas art with your photos.Pop in and check us out!

Christmas Sending Dates:       Economy        Courier          Express

Send up to 1kg to Aus 
for ONLY $20*
*Oct 14 - Dec 2. T’s & C’s apply.

Joint celebration for two churches
The Rahotu Wesley Church 

and Opunake’s St Paul’s 
Church jointly celebrate two 
milestones on November 17. 

Opunake’s St Paul’s Co-
operating Parish celebrates 
49 years in the new building 
which replaced the former 
St Andrews Presbyterian  
Church and marked the 
amalgamation of the 
Presbyterian and Methodist 
churches.

6t 3aul·s was the fi rst co-
operating church built in 
ľpunaNe combining both the 
Presbyterian and Methodist 
parishes. It was erected on the 
site of the old St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church on the 
corner of Havelock and King 
Streets. 

The church opened in 

1981 and is shared by 
the Presbyterians and 
0ethodists. The fi rst 
minister was Mr Ian Miller.

The Rahotu Wesley 
Church meanwhile which 
comes under the umbrella of 
St Paul’s and opened in 1897 
is 129 years old this year.

The historic church was 
to celebrate its 125th 
anniversary several years 
ago but it came right in 
the middle of COVID so 
the celebrations had to be 
postponed explained Elva 
Symons from Rahotu, a 
lay preacher who takes the 
Rahotu services.

The joint celebrations 
will begin with a Sunday 
service at St Pauls church 
in Opunake at 9:30am. Then 

Rahotu Church will have 
a Sunday service at 11am. 
A catered lunch will next 
follow at the youth hall 
next door where there will 
be photos on display and 
other memorabilia and “a 
time of reÁ ectionµ said (lva. 
Speeches will follow before 
the cutting of the anniversary 
cakes.

If anyone would like to 
attend the lunch, the cost 
will be $40 per person. 
People need to register by 
November 10 if they want to 
attend.

Please contact either Elva 
Symons on 06 763 8650 or 
Daphne Holley on 021 128 
1680.

Anyone connected with 
either church is welcome to 
what should be a great time 
of fun and fellowship says 
Daphne.

The inspiring view of the mountain that parishioners enjoy at Rahotu 
Church. Originally the congregation faced the sea. In the 1950s/60s 
however the church elders decided they would prefer to focus on the 
mountain and the front porch entranceway was moved to the side of the 
church and replaced with a window feature which faced the mountain. 

St Paul’s Church in Opunake affectionately referred to 
locally as the Kentucky Fried church.

The former St Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Opunake which the new St 
Pauls Church replaced. 

And today.

Rahotu Church in the early days.
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TRADES & SERVICES

23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis

Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning 
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear 

of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169

clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

BUILDER
• Hay Barns  • Garages  • Sheds 
• Roofs  • Gutters  • Bathrooms 

• All building maintenance 

Local builder 
Dion

Ph 021 027 06657

                     

                  A GLIMPSE OF OUR PAST               
      Okato and District Historical Society, 
            Celebrate 30 years  1994-2024

       Okato and District Historical Society
  Invite the community to an historic moment
       
       History Room car park Cumming street

                Saturday November 9th 11am  
                                 Welcome
                    Music Morris Dancers 
                             Join in the fun
          Unveiling of 12 Permanent Images

                      Thanks to Toi Foundation 

Celebratring 30 years 
Okato and District Historical 
Society, 1994-2024

Historical images of Okato 
and district, a selection from 
the 12,000 photographs 
curated by the society. 

1. The mail coach 
outside Fox’s store ca. 1899 
– 1904

2. D. Wilson & Son 
Blacksmiths, 31 Carthew St, 
ca. 1912

3. Bullock team 
fording the Kaihihi stream 
near the present footbridge, 
date unknown

4. Crown Dairy 
Factory, Kaihihi, 1901

5. H.D. Moss and 

A Glimpse of Our Past Exhibition
family, Tataraimaka Post 
2ffi ce and 6tore, ca. ����

6. Members of the 
Okato Tennis Club, 1911

7. Pungarehu School, 
1902

8. Andrews Brothers 
threshing mill, Upper 
Timaru Rd, 1916

9. Workers at the 
Oxford dairy Factory, late 
1930s

10. Street parade, 
Okato septuagenary 
celebration, 1935

11. Dixon’s service 
station, 1930s

��. 2ffi cial opening of 
Okato District High School, 
1951

With the generous support 
of

[logos toi, graphix 
explosion, primo]

Exhibit coordinated by 
Lesley Dowding, Meg 

Cardiff, Richard Grevers, 
Sue Phillips

One of the historical images on show at the History Room, Okato.

TO LET

Our Christmas Issue  
will be out on the 
12th of December.

The deadline if you would  like to wish your 
customers and clients a Merry Christmas or 

feature your business in the Christmas issue is 
November 28. Get in touch with us now!
Email: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Ph: 06 761 7016

The next issue of the 
Opunake & Coastal News 
is due out on November 

14.
Get in early to get in it.

Phone us on 06 761 
7016.
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GRAZING
GRAZING AVAILABLE
Phone Richard 027 510 
9667.

Telecommunications | Computer Networks
Surveillance Cameras | Broadband Connectivity

Starlink Installations | Cellular Coverage

EtherNetworks
Information Communication Technology

TARANAKI WIDE SERVICE & SUPPORT - 06 769 5734
Email - office@ethernetworks.co.nz

TRADES & SERVICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Stevenson Calf  Rearing
MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED

Picking up 24/7
Our tanker handles large volumes
Ph. Mark or Trish on 0800 350 340 or txt 
027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz

Troy Stevenson 027 469 7636
E: troystevo@gmail.com

WANTED TO BUY

KANE BARRETT

LIVESTOCK
CALF MILK WANTED

Any volumes - 24/7
027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com

Call us on 06 761 
7016 to advertise 
here.

FOR SALE
SYSTEMWELL the 
most comprehensive and 
complete herbal formula for 
immune support. Designed 
to target the seven different 
mechanisms for immunity. 
45 tabs free with 90 tabs. 
The Health Shop in Centre 
City. Ph 06 758 7553. We 
deliver.

DID YOU KNOW we stock 
moon cups, detox foot pads, 
Á ee Á ea, wheat bags, herbal 
tobacco and cigarettes, 
diatomaceous earth, pet 
calm and pet muscle, enema 
kits, magnesium spray and 
cream, Nefi r, stevia, plus 
plus plus, we also do hair 
analysis, bowen and adrenal 
tests. If we haven’t got it, 
we will do our best to get it 
for you.  The Health Shop in 
Centre City.  We care, Ph 06 
758 7553, we deliver.

YOU ARE WHAT you 
absorb, if your gut is working 
correctly you cannot absorb 
the nutrients from your 
food as good as it should. 
Have a look at the new 
Gutsi product for digestion,  
bloating, excessive farting, 
constipation problems etc. 
At The Health Shop in 
Centre City. Ph 06 758 7553.

BUILDER. Hay Barns, 
Garages, Sheds, Roofs, 
Gutters, Bathrooms. All 
building maintenance. 
Local builder. Dion 021 027 
06657.

SCRAP METAL - for all 
scrap metal Taranaki wide, 
give us a call. Molten Metals 
(06) 751 5367.  www.
moltenmetals.co.nz

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After 
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St 
West, NP. Phone (06) 769 
9265 

PLASTERER. Interior/
Exterior. 35+ years 
experience. Free quotes. 
Phone Russell at Wallmaster 
021 155 6644,

���
Compact Tractor Contractor
For all your small tree cutting down and chipping
Average to large garden rotary hoeing
Lifestyle block paddock topping and mowing
Horse paddock harrowing
Gravel driveways and raceways graded

Grant McGilvary
027 266 1555
tractor1boat2@gmail.com

Next Meeting is on 
Monday November 11, 2024

at 5.30pm
Hughsons & Associates Boardroom at the 

Opunake Business Centre, 23 Napier St, Opunake 
(opposite the Coastal Care Medical Centre)

ELTHAM DENTAL
Centre (2013) Ltd is sold. 
From November Jivarne 
Joseph will be providing 
dental care. All the best for 
the future and thank you for 
your support. Warm regards, 
Wendy and Graeme Pitman.

QUALITY SEMI-
RETIRED painter 
decorator available for 
residential or farm work. Has 
self-contained motorhome 
for remote work to save 
on travel costs. Excellent 
references available. 
45+ years experience, 
responsible for national 
award winning work. Ph 
Ken Carston 027 478 1606.

1gÃti Tara ĎÃonui 6and\ %a\ 6ociet\ ,ncorSorated
Protection - Restoration - Enhancement
  
,nvite all interested conservationists to Moin us at our 
AGM.

1au mai� Kaere mai Noutou Nia ZKaNanui te 
NaitiaNitanga Ã ngÃ tÃonga i Te TĭÃKu 6and\ %a\� Tai 
5oad� ĎÃonui� 
  
Annual General Meeting:
Venue: Ďaonui &ommunit\ Hall 
Date: Tuesda\ ��tK 1ovemEer ���� 
Time: �Sm
Agenda: 

�� .araNia
��    WKaNatau
��    &Kairman
s 5eSort�
��    3revious 0inutes oI $*0� �rd 2ctoEer� �����
��    0atters $rising Irom Srevious $*0�
��    )inancial 5eSort�
��    (lection oI 2̮cers�
��    *eneral %usiness�
��    WKaNaNaSi
��� .araNia

1gÃ miKi� 
TKe &ommittee 
  
$nd\ WKiteKead � &Kairman                
'eEra 2ʌ&onnor � 6ecretar\                   
$drienne <oung  � Treasurer 
  
$ll inTuiries� cell�  ���� ��� ���  email� 
deEraoconnor#xtra�co�n] 
nÃ 
'eE 2
&onnor 
Secretary, Volunteer, Trapper 
Ngāti Tara Oaonui Sandy Bay Society inc. 

ORIMUPIKO RESERVE TRUST
Annual General Meeting 

 Orimupiko Pt12 (Marae), Orimupiko Pa Sec 32 
BLK l x (Urupa), Orimupiko l (Land)

Date: 30th November 2024
Time: 10am
Venue: Sinclair Event Centre, Opunake
(Zoom link via Orimupiko FB page)

Agenda:
• .araNia Timatanga� miKimiKi  
• 3resent� 6ign in
• $Sologies  
• 0inutes Irom Srevious $*0 
• 0atters $rising Irom Srevious $*0  
• &KairSersonʌs 5eSort
• 2Ku WKaNaKaere � WorNing *rouS 8Sdates
• $udited $ccounts� )inancial 5eSort
• *eneral %usiness
• .araNia WKaNamutunga
• HaNari

Orimupiko Reserve Trust
3611 Eltham Road, Opunake

Public notice of application for 
OFF Licence 

Section 101, Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

KUMAR VENTURES LIMITED, 14 Corsham Grove, Churton 
Park, Wellington, 6037, NZ has made application to the South 
Taranaki District Licensing Committee for the issue of an OFF 
licence in respect of the premises situated at 5794 South Road, 
RD 34/Rahotu, Opunake, 4684, known as Rahotu Super Mart.

The general nature of the business conducted (or to be 
conducted) under the licence is Grocery store.

The days on which and the hours during which alcohol is (or is 
intended to be) sold under the licence are:
Mon-Sunday- 6am-8pm.

The application may be inspected during ordinary office hours 
at the office of the SouthTaranaki District Licensing 
Committee at 105/109 Albion Street, Hāwera, 4610.
Any person who is entitled to object and who wishes to 
object to the issue of the licence may, not later than 25 
working days after the date of the first publication of this 
notice, file a notice in writing of the objection with the 
Secretary of the South Taranaki District Licensing Committee 
at:
The Secretary, South Taranaki District Licensing Committee, 
Private Bag 902, Hāwera, 4640.
No objection to the issue of a licence may be made in relation
to a matter other than a matter specified in section 105(1) of 
the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of this notice. 
This notice was first published on: 31/10/2024

PUNGAREHU 
GOLF CLUB

Twilight starts Tuesday the 12th 
of November, 2024

Tee off between 4.30pm and 6pm
$10 entry includes sausage sizzle

Everyone welcome
Enquiries – Alan Crowley 027 964 6587

OPUNAKE PONY 
CLUB AGM

Thursday October 31, 
7.30pm

at Sinclairs Electrical & 
Refrigeration Events 

Centre
Everyone welcome

MANGIN PAINTERS 
LTD specialise in house 
repaints Taranaki wide. 
prompt service guaranteed. 
24 hour quote. 027 450 
1197. Contact Sandra for 
further info 022 304 0653. 
cmangin@xtra.co.nz

TRADES & SER-
VICES

The next issue of 
Opunake & Coastal 
News is due out on 
November 14.
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$8,995

$17,995

$10,995

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY -  SEE ONSITE SPECIALS 

VISIT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

$24,995

$9,995

$18,995 $7,995

 $14,995$14,995

2007 Suzuki SX4
Alloy Wheels, Body Kit, Tinted Windows, Auto 
Headlights, 1490cc, Petrol, Auto, 130kms

2011 Nissan X-Trail 
Roof Rack, Descent Mode, Cruise Control, 2488cc, 

Petrol, CVT, 209kms

$17,995 

2016 Mazda Cx-5 GLX
POPULAR NZ NEW SUV, Alloy Wheels, i-Stop, 
Electric Parking Brake, Keyless Start, Sports 
Mode, Traction Control, 1998cc, Petrol, Auto, 

127kms

2018 Honda Jazz S 

2009 Honda Jazz 1.5S
NZ NEW SPORT

2WD, 5 Door Hatch, Cruise Control, Spolier, VTEC, 
1496cc, Petrol, Auto, 139kms

$13,995

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Ph 06 281 1925 • Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 • Jamie Henry  021 556 223

2019 Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
LOW KMs, NZ NEW SUV

Adaptive Cruise Control, Tow Bar, Heated Electric 
Leather Seats, Turbo, Tinted Windows, Collision 

Avoidance, 1499cc, Petrol, CVT, 29kms

2007 Toyota Blade 
SPORTY HATCH 

Keyless entry & ignition, Spoiler, Tinted Windows, 
Electric Seats, Stabilty Control, Driving Lights, 

2369cc, Petrol, CVT, 199kms

2008 Toyota HIGHLANDER
7 SEATER AWD

Tow Bar, Alloy Wheels, Descent Mode, Roof Rack, 
V6, 3456cc, Petrol, Auto, 257kms

2016 Holden Captiva LT
7 SEATER, 4WD

Driving Lights, Side Skirts, Keyless Entry & Ignition, 
Descent Mode, Roof Rails, 2997cc, Petrol, Auto, 

94kms

2014 Toyota COROLLA GX
HANDY HATCH

Reversing Camera, Sports Mode, Tiptronic Auto, 
VVT-i, 1798cc, petrol, CVT

           

$16,995

Stability Control, Electric Mirrors, Parking Sensors, 
Reversing Camera, 1317cc, Petrol, CVT, 32kms 

2021 Haval Jolion LUX
HIGH SPEC, LOW KM’s

Collision Avoidance, Driver Monitoring System, 
Heated Electric Seats, Turbo, Descent Mode, Sports 
Mode, Alloy Wheels, 1497cc, Petrol, Auto, 44kms

  $24,995

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL:

2016 Toyota COROLLA GX
NZ NEW

Reversing Camera, Tow Bar, Parking Sensors, 
Cruise Control, VVT-i, 1798cc, Petrol, CVT, 

103kms

2011 Cadillac CTS
WHAT A CAR!

Auto Headlights, Memory Electric Seats, Reversing 
Camera, Twin Exhausts, Alloy Wheels, 2990cc, Petrol, 

Auto, 122kms

$18,995

127kms

$24,995

$9,995

  $24,995

$8,995

$17,995 

94kms

 $14,995 $17,995

$13,995

$7,995

           

$16,995




